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A multidisciplinary team of
Airports Aunthority of India
(AAI led by general manager
(operations) Vikram Singh
inspected three locations for
the construction of second
international airport near
Bengalaru city from April 7 to
9 and the team will point out a
suitable location within a
month.

Minister of Iarge and medi-
um scale industries M.B. Patil
on Thursday said the team
inspected two locations near
Kanakapura and one on
Nelamangala-Kunigal road
about 50-km from Bengaluru
city Once they submit the
report, the state government
will rope in expert consultants
including Boston Consulting
Group (BCG), Kohn Pedersen
Fox, among others who will
then study passenger load,
cargo load, suitability, connec-
tivity, financial wviability
among other factors,
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Airport sector to attract investment
of 71 1akh crore over 4-5 vears: ICRA
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India’s airport sector is set for
a major boost, with capital
expenditure (capex) of more
than Rs 1lakh crore expected
over the next four to five
years, according to areport by
rating agency ICHA.

The report highlighted that
the sector will continue to see
substantial imvestments due o
capacity bottlenecks at several
airports. The projected invest-
ments will go into developing
greenfield airports and

expanding existiing ones.

It said "Given the capacity
bottleneck faced by a few air-
ports, the sector will continue
o witness substantial capex.
Investments of more than Rs.
100,000 crore are expected
over the next 4-5 vears,
including greenfield airports™.

Greenfield projects include
upcoming airports in Jewar
(Noida), Navi Mumbai
Bhogapuram, and Parandur
(Chenmnai). Meamwhile, brown-
field expansions are phnned
at key airports such as
Bangalore, Hyderabad,
Cochin, Mumbai, and Nagpur.
Additionally, several airports
under the Airports Authority
of India (AAl) will also
undergp upgradation.

The report has also pro-
jected that airport passenger

traffic in India will witness
healthy growth in the coming
vears. Passenger traffic is
expected to rise by around 7-9
pEr cent year-on-year i reach
440-450 million in FY2026.

This follmws an estimated 10
per cent growth in FY2025
taking total passenger traffic
o 412-415 million.

The revenue of the sample
set of airports tracked by
ICRA s alsolikely o grow sig-
nificantly—by about 18-20 per
ceNt year-on-year in FY2026.

Despite the ongoing invest-
ments, the sector’s financial
health is expected t© remain
strong. Debt coverage metrics
are projected to stay comfort-
able, with an interest coverage
ratioabove 5 times and a debt
service coverage ratio (DSCR)
above 3.5 times in FY2026.
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Int'l airport at Siramay not
be viable, says MB Patil

NT Correspondent

BENGALURU
e

Even as demand to establish
second  International  Adr-
port for Bengalury at Sira in
Tumakuru district gains mo-
mentum and Home Minister
G Parameshwara support-
ing the cause, Infrastructure
Minister M B Patil on Thurs-
day indicated that it may not
be viable,

If the airport comes up at
Sira, it will become a district
or a regional airport and not
an international airport for
Bengaluru, Patil said.

A number of legislators
cutting across party lines
have recently signed a peti-
tion to the Chief Minister
and Union Civil Aviatdon
Minister to set up the pro-
posed airport at Sira —about
120 km from Bengaluru, in
a campaign spearheaded by
senior Congress leader and
MLA T B Jayachandra.

Union Minister of State
and Tumakuru MP V So-
manna too has lent voice to
i,

The state government has
already shortlisted three lo-
cations for the citv’s second
airport — two on Kanaka-
pura Road near Harchalli
and one on Kunigal Road
in Nelamangala, and the
Airports Authority of India

(AAD) team has inspected
these sites in the last couple
of davs.

"If the airport has to come
up at Sira — Jayachandra is
a senfor, I respect him — It
won't be an international
airport for Bengaluru, it will
become airport for Tum-
kuru and Chitradurga dis-
tricts,” Patil said.

Speaking o reporters
here, he said, "I have even
said that we are considering
a district airport for Tumak-
uru, Sira and Chitradurga
region.”

Responding to a ques-
tion on demand to set up an
airport at Sira, the Minister
however, maintained that it
will be discussed with con-
sultants, who will
prepare the report.

Highlighting
that airport de-
velopers coming

forward to develop
the airport at the
site  final-

ised is

o ful”

an important factor and that
they decide based on viabil-
ity, he said. "1 too have a wish
for an international airport
to come up at Vijovapura
(his native), is it possible?”
he asked.

Meanwhile, speaking to
reporters in Tumakury, Par-
ameshwara, who hails from
the district said, he will be
happy if the airport comes
up at Sira or Koratagere or
any other place in the re-
gion, as it will help growth,

AAl has inspected sites
near Kanakapura Road and
on Kunigal Road In Nela-
mangala, Parameshwara
said adding, “They have in-
spected there, they will have
their own parameters based
on which they will give rec-
ommendation, They have
not come to Sira for in-
spection, if they consider

it, it will be help-
e

=
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Amid Cong turf war, MB Patil

rules out Sira for 2nd airport

BV.Shivashankar
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Infrastructure
development minister MB Pa-
til, who also holds the indus-
tries portfolio, moved to end
an intensifving turf war in
governing Congress over the
location of Bengaluru's pro-
posed second international
airport, by indicating that
Sira in Tumakuru district
would not be a viable venue
for the project.

His comments come after
a section of Congress mem-
bers wrote to chief minister
Siddaramaiah and the avia-
tion minister, urging them to
build the greenfield airport at
Sira. The letter landed just
when a team from Airports
Authority of India (AAl) was
wrapping up a three-day in-
spection of three shortlisted
locations — two near Kanaka-
pura in Ramanagara district
(Somanahalli and Sokkana-
halli}, and one between Kuni-
gal and Nelamangala.

“Won't be international’

“If the airport is located at
Sira, it will become a district
or a regional airport and not
an international airport for
Bengaluru,” Patil said Thurs-
day, while clarifving that the
proposal is still in its early

FLIGHT PATH: Airports Authority of India officials inspect one of the

R
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three shortlisted sites for the second Bengaluru international airport

stages, “The AAI team has
conducted its inspection and
a long procedure follows, We
will hire consultants to study
feasibility and business via-
bility and the cabinet will take
a call since tenders to develop
the airport will ensue.”

Patil said since the main
objective is to take the load oft
Kempegowda International
Alrport (KIA), the second air-
port should ideally be located
within Bengaluru and prefer
ably at the southern end of the
city since KIA is in the north.

Deputy chief minister DK
Shivakumar is backing
Kanakapura, his home con-
stituency, as the ideal site for
the project, but a growing

faction of Congress MLAs is
pushing for alternative loca-
tions, notably Sira. Home
minister G Parameshwara
was the first to pitch Tumak-
uru district as an ideal loca-
tion and he found support in
former minister TB Jay-
achandra, who wrote to Sid-
daramaiah and civil aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu
proposing Sira as the loca-
tion. Some 42 MLAS signed
the letter,

“Javachandra's letter re-
flects popular opinion,” said
Parameshwara. “The Centre
must consider the demand
since Tumakuru district has
developed industrial areas
and a helicopter manufactur-

ing unit. The project will
proceed based on consensus,
Nobody can hijack it.”
Javachandra too was con-
fident the govt will favourably
view their request since
“more than 100 MLAs™ were
in favour of Sira. “Shivaku-
mar is our deputy CM and a
pan-Karnataka leader but vi-
sion for development should
be above narrow political
gains and local interests,” Jay-
achandra said. “I am confi-
dent of convincing him about
the advantages of having the
second airport at Sira.”

Farmers oppose
Meanwhile, the decision to
shortlist Nelamangala as a
location has triggered strong
opposition from legislators
and farmers, who fear large-
scale land acquisition and
damage to agriculture,
“While we have come to
terms with land acquisition
for the Kwin City project, we
cannot afford to lose any
more,” said Shreenivasiah N,
Nelamangala MLA. *I have
already written to the CM,
deputy CM and infrastrue-
ture development minister,
registering our opposition...
Representatives of farmers
also have submitted a memo-
randum against the project
to the AAI team.”
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IGI Airport aimstobea
global hub in next 2 years

Our Bureau
Mew Delhi

The national capital’s IGI
Airport aims to become a
major hub facility in the next
two years on the back of
rising international passen-
ger traffic and upcoming fa-
cilities, said a senior official
of Delhi International Air-
port Ltd (DIAL).

According to DIAL CEO
Videh Kumar Jaipuriar, the
airport is on its way to
achieving passenger traffic
and destination parameters
meant for a hubairport.

Currently, DIAL operates
and maintains the IGI
Airport.

A hub airport synergises
both the domestic and inter-
national operations in a
manner that passengers can
transit from one to the other
ina seamless manner.

INFRASTRUCTURE GAP
Presently, there are no inter-
national hub airports in the
country.

This has led to a substan-
tial volume of passenger
traffic from India to transit
via the Middle East and
South-east Asia to reach far-
off destinations.

Speaking at an event here,
Jaipuriar said that the bench-
marks for an Indian hub air-
port were arrived at from a
study that was conducted by
a consultancy on hubs across
the world.

As per the parameters to
become a hub, IGIA needs to
service 24 million interna-
tional passenger traffic.

The airport, Jaipuriar said,
had serviced about 21.6 mil-
lionin FY25.

“We expect to go beyond
24 million international pas-
sengers in the next two
years,” he said.

Besides, he cited that the
airport caters to flights con-
necting 150 destinations,
with over 70 being interna-
tional airports.

Jaipuriar mentioned that

the growth of India-based
airlines in the international
segment, coupled with the
intake of widebody aircraft,
is leading to the creation of a
hub airport in Delhi.

“Right now, 50 per cent of
total international passen-
gers are coming from Indian
carriers,” Jaipuriar said at an
event held here on Friday.

Further, he cited that the
focus will now be on increas-
ing connectivity to North
America and Europe, as well
as Asia Pacific.

ENSURE CONNECTIVITY
“Meetings are on with air-
lines and airports in this re-
gion, and we have signed an
MoU to ensure connectivity
with Auckland Airport. And
there is a lot of interest from
their side,” he said.

“We are awaiting the right
kind of aircraft for improv-
ing connectivity to the APAC
region.”

Furthermore, he said that
IGIA cannot be compared to
mega aviation hubs like
Dubai and Singapore, as
these airports are 100 per
cent dependent on interna-
tional passengers.

“They don’t have any do-
mestic passengers. However,
IGIA is comparable to Amer-
icanairports,” he said.

Additionally, he said that
facilities that were de-
veloped in Phase 3A of the
airport’s expansion plan,
such as the I-to-I (interna-
tional to international)
transfer area, have been
tripled. “That (expansion of I
to I area) is helping us,”
Jaipuriar said, pointing out
that other facilities, such as
early baggage storage, have
also been developed.

CONDUCTING TRIALS

In addition, he said that
DIAL is conducting trials for
a smooth transfer of cabin
baggage from Terminal 3 to
Terminal 1 for passengers ar-
riving from international
destinations and having a
connecting flight from T1.
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Delhi Airport set for ‘global
hub’ tagin 2 years, says CEO

DEEPAK IMFEL
Mew Dethi, T Apnl

Dielhd Adrpor ksexpected to meet global hub
criterta in the next two years, driven by a
steady rise bn imternatinnal pessenger traffic
and a significant bmprovement In connect-
Ing Aighis, sald Vidah Bumar Jaiporias, chief
executive officer { CEQ), Delhi International
Alrport Limited (DIAL) on Fridey. A sty
v a global consultancy recently ldemifled
key benchmarks Delhi Alrport must meet
1o qualify as an international

necting traffic — a key Indicator of hub
strengith — has also shown signdfican
progress. "The study aleo found that the
Irete marional connecting raffic — domestic
1o intemarional (D-1), intermeational oo nter-
natiomal (1-1), and international to donsestic
(-0} — shoubd be 7 million our of the afore-
mienrioned 24 million, which would be 33
percentalthe toral imemational traffic. The
Delhi Alrpost currently handles & million
Imtermationid connecting traffle So, thisika
mapor Improvement

“We are heading in the

hub, and Delhi & closing inon A study by a global right direction. As the connec-
the targets_ consultancy recently  tivity 5 Increasing, and as

Speaking ar o press confer-  identified ey wide-body planes of Indian
ence, Jaipuriar said “Thecon- benchmarks Delhi carriers are alo corming in, we
sultancy conducted {3 study  Alrport must meetto  expect that we will reach these
o) hbs aeross the woeld and — qualify as an benchmarks in the next L5-2
came out with 2 benchmark  international hub, years,” hesaid, adding that the
for Indian hubs. Tobecome a8 and Delhi isdosing  alrport has taken steps o

global lub, it said, the Delhi
Alrport should have intermna-
tlonal traffic of around 24 million. When
the study was conducted, our international
rrafficwas about R milllkon. Last year, 2024-
25, we clocked abour 216 million. We are
expecting that bn the next one 1oTwWo Years,
we will go beyond 24 million international
PASSENZSrs Pef Yeur”

He firrthers sald that imternational con-

in an the targets

enhance inter-ferminal eon-
nectivty to support the grow-
Loz volume of ransfers between domestic
and intermational fights. “Even today, we
are ready for Inter-tamminal connectivity.
While we are reopening terminal-1 jon Aprdl
151, we are also deploying an additional
number of buses to ensure thai the frequen-
cy of buses is kess than 10 minues”
Improving the experience of I-D mranafar

passengers is a key focus. "Currently, the
direct mransfer of bags for D1 and D-D pas-
sengers s seamdess. We have worked out a
trial of seamiless bagonee transfer for 1-D pas-
semgers, which has been approved. Once
thar s suocessful, the I-D passenger can
come out of the terminal and then go ale
his or her domestic flight ar anothes ferml-
mal. So, we are working on ensuring that
between the rwo terminals (Terminal 1and
Termninal 3), the connecting time is not move
than 130 minutes, and that |s semething
which we have also committed o the
Minlsrey of Clvil Aviaton” he sasd.

He acknowledged thar there were still
someoperational challenges, especially inthe
casg of D-1 transfer passengers which leads
to them lwaving o underao securlty checks
rwice. He explained thar differing secusity
maoemnes add comiplexity toihe process.

“The securdty protocols for domeste and
International passengers are different. In
domestle Mights, kirpan (small, curved
sword or knlfe wom by Slkhs as a symbol of
faith) is allowed o be carrled in bagaame.
But kirpan & not allowed on international
Mighzs. S0, while taking an Intermarional
fight from Delhl, you need wm go throwgh
another securiry check which is in line with
the Intemational protocol. This b5 & puesle
that we are trying to sobve,” he added.
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RGIA WINS TOP
HONOUR FOR
4TH TIME

M. SRINIVAS | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 10

Hyderabad's Rajiv
Gandhi International
Airport has once again
earned top honours in
the prestigious Skytrax
rankings, securing the
award for best airport
staff in India and south
Asia for the fourth time.
The airport is operated
by the GMR Hyderabad
International Airport

Litd (GHIAL),
The award was
announced at the

Passenger Terminal
Expo in Madrid, Spain,
recognising the organi-
sation’s consistent com-
mitment to passenger
experience, hospitality
and efficiency.

"'f"he accolade followed a
rigorous audit of staff
service, including atti-
tude, friendliness and
responsiveness across all
customer touch points.
Speaking on the honour,
GMR Hyderabad Inter-
national Airport CEOQ
Pradeep Panicker said,
“It reflects the dedica-
tion and professionalism
of our staff and stake-
holders who work tire-
lessly to deliver excep-
tiomal service. Our
teams anticipate passen-
ger needs and offer per-
sonalised care to create
memorable experi-
ences.”

The airport has imple-
mented passenger-cen-
tric innovations, includ-
ing city-side check-in,
digital solutions that
minimise wait times.
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Runway repair
sparks delays at
IGI, flyers sufter

MNeha LM Tripathl

It pportEERInEUsT At imBELLam

NEW DELHI: Passengers al the
liedivn Gondb Intermatiomns] Alr-
pant (IGIA) in Delhi are facing
sigmilicant Mght deloys and dis-
rupions foflowing the cosure of
o of the alrport’s four nunwiys
for maintenance work that
began on Tuesday.

Awrportofficials confnmed
Dbl Adrport, India's busiest air
terminal, 8 bhondling approxl-
ftely 200 lfewer {lights daily
since Apl 9 when runway 2510
wits closed lor upgrades.

“The alrport handbes aroud
46 mimivals eviery hour. Sinee run-
way 2810 [elosed), as of now,
i of 36 arrivals ae being
handied,” an official tobd HT, ask-
ing notto be numed

Accouns by several passen-
gors sugpesied that pidine opers-
tions may not ve adiusted o the
closure — which was o planned
shutdown announced in Febru-
ary— with many left stranded at
the terminal or an fully boarded
Nights with deluved departures,

“Booked aflight for 540, They
preponed 10 to 640, IUs 740 and
weare sitting onthe runway sinoe
an hour, What is this service
rairindia @DelhiArportGNR
AAM]L Officinl,” one [rustrated
traveller posted oo social madiz.

Another passenger com-
plained: “Passengers are srug-
gling and sitting stranded in e
wlndiGosE flight 6E 5057 for
bt 30 mins arDelin sirport.
Flight ts delayed by more than 2
hirs without any update,”

The situation worsened on Fri-
cuy whien bad weather conditions
conpounded the existing capac-
ity constrainis, According o
Flightrodar24, a live Might track-
ingwebsite, mrtivals were delaved
by up o Bl minutes and depac-
tures by 102 minutes. Alrportoffi-
clitls reported that 40 {lights had
o be diveried between G.30pm
and 10pm on Friday

Several carriers, including
IndiCo and Air India, bove s=sed
travel ndvisories informing pas-
sengers that the maimtenanoe
work would contimee antil July
and wrging thern to monbbor their
(light stutus.

DAL CED Videh Kumar Jal-

OFFICIALS SAID
THE AIRPORT IS
HANDLING
APPRONIMATELY
200 FEWER
FLIGHTS DAILY
SINCEAPRIL 9

purer ad announced 0 Febru-
wry that ronway 2810 would be
temporurily closed for fowr to five
months to upgrade the Instru-
ment Landing System (ILS) 1o
CAT I B endnrde. o change thut
will allow figlit operations during
low-visibility conditions, which
Irequently occur durnng Delhi's
fogey winters.

On Friday, Jalpuriar told
repocters that the runway would
be operadonal by Septemnber, widl
before the winter peak trovel
period, ensuring the upgraded
runway would be avoilnble dur-
ing the fog seasan,

Delhi picpon handles over
L200 flights daily and operates
four runwaoys: 27-09, 28-10,
29L-UR, and 2908-1L, with the
lutter inougurated in 2023,

Aldine officials maintined
thiey had prepured for the dosure,
“The airport had infermed the
airiines about the runway dosure
wellin aivance so they oould plan
pooordingly,” sadd one aifine offi-

Another official explained:
“Since the closure isa planned
netivity, pirlines put stategiesin
place considening the Calculntod
Take-O0 T imwe (CTOC) o redched
e flights inadvanoe”

Desplte these preparations,
delays persist. "With one musin
rumway unmvailable, Nights are
seeing delays of around 20 (o 30
minutes, some even up Lo 45 min=
utes,” another airline official
nckmowledged.

Aviation expert Mark DMartin
expressed surprise atthe siuaton:
"It ks surprsing that an mirport like
Dedhil, with threeoperational run-=
wilys, 15 secing such delays Mum-
b, with two munways, musages
about 48 aircraft moverments per
hour, Terminal congestion may be
@t bigger ssue, Terminal 4 should
have been operations by niow, as
per the master plan.”
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‘IGI Airport aims 24 mn annual int’l passenger traffic in 1-2 yrs’

NEW DELHI: Delhi airport
is expected to handle over 24
million international passen-
gers annually within the next
one W two years, up from the
current figure of 22 million.
Of thig, around 5.5 million are
connecty sengers, accord-
ing to Dcl}.tlprjttrng:ﬁu:ul Adr-
port Lid (DIAL) CEO Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar.

To support this growth, the
airport is focusing on enhane-
ing air connectivity to the
Asia-Pacific region, including
Australia and New Zealand. A
memorandum of understand-
ing has already been signed
with Auckland Adrport as part
of the initiative. IGIA currently
connecls 1o 70 inlernational

HIGHLIGHTS

»Tnsl.ppu'rﬂis gmwh
the airport ks focusing on
enhandng alr connectivity
1o the Asia-Pacdific reglon,
including Australio and
Hew Zealand

» A memorandum of
understanding has al-
ready been signed with
Avckland Airport as part

of the initiative. IGIA
currently connects ta 70
international destinations
and continves to expand
its glabal netwark

» DIAL Is also conduct-
ing trials for seambess
cabin baggage transfers
between Terminal 3 and
Terminal 1 for peassen-
gers arriving from inter-
national destinations

destinations and continues (o
expand its global network.
“We are well advanced into
becoming a global gateway.”
Jaipuriar said at a briefing in
the national capital. IGIA is the

country’s busiest airport and is
aperated by DIAL, which cur-
rently manages three terminals
— T1, T2, and T3. Terminal 2
will be shut for maintenance
from April 15, and all flights

rurrl:nﬂ}' operating from there
will be shifted to T1 until fur-
ther notice.

As part of broader Oper-
ational upgrades, DIAL is

L'unducli.ng trials for seam-

less cabin baggage transfers
between Terminal 3 and Ter-
minal | for passengers arriving
from international destinations
and connecting to domestic
flights. At present, interna-
Honal passengers must com-
plete immigration and customs
at their first port of entry and
then physically carry their bag-
gage for check-inat TL.
Under the new system
being trialled, baggage will be
dropped off at T3 after cus-
toms clearance and transferred
through the airside to T1 by
the concerned airline, remov-
ing the need for passengers to
transport it themselves. T3 and
T1 are located some distance
apart, and currently require

passengers Lo travel by road
between lerminals,
Additionally, DIAL has
committed to the Ministry of
Civil Aviation that transfer of
passengers from T1 o T3 for
connecting (lights will be com-
pleted within 120 minutes. The
atrpor is also working with the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DBMRC) Lo improve check-in
facilities at metro stations, cur-
rently available at New Delhi
and Shivaji Stadium stations.
Security processes are
being upgraded with trials of
full body scanners and Com-
puted Tomography X-ray
(CTX) machines, expected to
reduce frisking and hand bag-
gage scréening times,  SGENCIES
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Inclement weather disrupts

take-offs and landings at
IGIA, 15 flights diverted

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE & New Delu

OVER 15 Nights were diverted
at Delhi's ndirns Goandhi Inter
natlonal (1G1) alrport on Friday
evening due to a dust storm
that ripped through the city
and s surroumding aress.
“Due to inclement weather
conditions in Delhi, some of
the Mights at Delhl Alrport are
impacted, Passenpers are ad-
vised to contact their mespec-
tive airdlnes for the latest Oight
updates,” alrport operator
DIAL said in a post on X.
[ndiGo also sald that the na-
tional capital region and Jaipur
are experiencing a dust storm,
affecting takeolfs and lindings
and potentially causing air traf-
fic comgestion. This may lead (o
delaya or diversions, the alr-
port operatorsald in the post,
“Although the dust storm has
passed, its effects continue to
impact Might eperations inDel-
hi and Jaipur Delays anid schod
ule changes mavhbe expected as
alrports work to stabil ise op-
erations. I you're scheduled o
travel, we recommend check-
ing your flight status frequent-
Iy IT needed, explore Oexible
rebooking options on our web-
gite We're actively monitoring
the situation and working to re

fyou'ne scheduled to travel, we
recommend checking your flight
status froguently. |f nes ded, axplon
flaxibla rebooking options on
ourwebsite — ndibosay:

staore normal operatlons as
soon as possible, We approciate
your continuesd support and un-
derstand ing.” the airline sid
Ailr India also issued a travel
advisory for thelr passengers
stating that heavy thunder-
storms and pusty winds have
affected Mght operat lonsacross
parts of Northern India, due to
which Alr Indin Dights from
Delhi have el ther been diverted
ar delayed. “Someof our flights
toand from Delhi are being de
layed or diverted, which is like
Iy to impact our overall Qight
schedule,” the airline said
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Will handle 24 million
passengers annually in
two years, says DIAL

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE fi Mew Deltu

DELHI ajrport expects to han-
dle more than 24 milllon pas-
sengers anmually inthe next 12
veurs and 18 working onhaving
more connectivity o the Asia
Pacific region, including Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, a top
official sald on Friday

Currently, the Indira Gandhi
International Alrport (IGLA)
handles around 22 million pas
sengers annually and of the to
tal. 5.5 milllon are connecting
passenger traffic

DIAL CED Videh Kumar
Jalpuriar sald the alvport s in
discussions to enhance air con
nectivity to the Asin Pacific me
gion, Including Australla and
New Zealand. Amongother ini-
tiat ives, 8 memorandum of wn
derstanding has been signed
with the Auckland airport.

Delhl International Alrport
Ltd { DIA L) operates IGIA in the
national capital and has con-
nectlons o 70 international

destinations at present e

are well advanced into becom-
inga global galeway” Jalpuriar
said at a briefing here
Currently, the anmal passen-
ger traffc is around 22 milllon
Now, there are three aperation-
ol ter minals - T1, T2and T3. As

part of theexpansion plan, the
terminal 1 of the will be com-
pletely apened from April 15,
while Terminal 2 will be closed
from next month die to manda-
tory refurbishment work.

Theé Terminal 3 serves 4.3
cores already. DIAL expects T
{0 Serve 4 crore pRSsSengers an
nually since the building has
been expanded from 55,740 sq m
to 2.6 lakh sqm. Along with the
incressed aren. the authorities
have also installed advanced
equipment (o enhance the pas
SENPErs” experience,

“The expansion and moderm-
isation of T1 have been com-
pleted as part of the Phase 3A
expansion praject. The expand-
ed world-class integrated T1 of
Dbl Adrport was dedlcated to
the nation in March last vear,"”
DIAL said ina relepse.
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Trials start for airside baggage transfer
of connecting passengers from T3 to TI

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL) has begun conducting trials
for transferring check-in baggage of con-
necting passengers between T3, IGIA's on-
ly international terminal, and the all do-
mestic T1. Next week, T1 will get fully ope-
rational and then T2 will be shut for repa-
irs. However, with an air train still a few
yvearsaway, transfers between Tdand T1—
at a time when connecting traffic is on the
rise thanks to massive network expansion
by AirIndia groupand IndiGo—remaina
major hassle for passengers.

To make domestic-international or
vice versa transfers between T3 and T1
less painful, DIAL plans to ensure trans-
fer of some connecting passengers’ bag-
gageontheairside without travellers ha-
ving totow them along.

Presently, international travellers at
Delhi airport have to complete their im-
migration and customs clearance have to
check inthe baggageagainfor connecting
flights. “DIAL is conducting trials for

File photo

E}_IEL has told the civil aviation ministry that
transfer of connecting passengers from T1 to
T3 will be completed in 120 minutes

smooth transfer of baggage from T3 to T1
for connecting passengers arriving from
international destinations,” DIAL CEO
Videh Kumar Jaipuriarsaid on Friday.
Once the new system is in place, post
customs clearance, passengers will not
have to carry baggage to T1. They can
drop the baggage at T3, and the airline
concerned will transfer it to T1 through
theairside, Jaipuriarsaid. DIAL has told
the civil aviation ministry that transfer

of connecting passengers from T1 to T3
will be completed in 120 minutes. The
number of transfer traffic is expected to
rise and with the 7-km distance between
T1 and T3 not connected by an air train,
smooth connections may beadistant dre-

m. “However, we have committed to the
govt that it will be ensured that passeng-
ers coming out of T1 can board a flight
from T3 in 120 minutes,” he said.

About the main runway (28/10) that has
been closed for upgrading instrument lan-
ding system (ILS) on one end, he said, this
work will be completed by Sept 2025, before
the fog season sets in. “Post this work, both
ends of 28/10 will be CAT I1I compliant and
be able to handle landings in dense fog till
visibility is 50 metres,” he said.

Meanwhile, DIAL has set a target of ma-
kingIGIA India’sfirst “global gateway™ hub
in the next 1-2 years as its main home airli-
nes — Air India group and IndiGo — imple-
ment massive international network plans.
Jaipuriar said IGIA is currently handling
over2crore international passengers annu-
ally of which 55lakh are connecting.
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2 neelgairescued, combingop at Hisar airport ends

DEePENDER DESWAL

TR E W e AR e

HFIISA B; AFRIL ¥

Wesks after pemistent con-
cern over wild ammals pos-
ing a threat to alrport opera-
tions, Harvana Forest and
Wikllife Depatment authori-
ties — alongwith ateam from
thie Wildlife Institute of India,
Dehmdun — reseued two nil-
gai (blue bulls) from the
premises today.

With just cays k=it for Prirme
Minister Narendra Modi's vis-
it o maupurate Mights from
the newly set up @mart in His-
ar the authorities have
launched estensiveoperations
to cdiear the airport of wild ani-

;Fpi

A neelgal near the airport in Hisaron Thursday., mioro; ASHOR Hsou

mals The arport 15 walled in
2000 acres though it has s total
of 7,200 seres,

Sources said that neardy 500
personnél of vanous depart-
ments lnunched o search

operation day and night and
alko wussd freworks The
sources sakl that the entire
2000 acre walled area was
searched twice today to dou-
bly ensure that no wild ani.

mal is left behind.

Sources pow claim that the
airport complex has been sani-
tiserd of wilkllife, However, no
govemment ofical has come
on record o confirm the com-
pletion of the operation, leay-
ing room for uncertainty,

The airport, which recenved
itz aerodrome  licence on
March 28, &5 built on land for
medy omcupied by the Gov-
emment Livestock Farm
(GLF—a once-forested] area
teemmg with wilklhfe Ani
mals, induding nileai wild
bars, jackals, stray dogs and
rabbits, were reportedly
trapped within the premises
after the onstruction of a

boundary wall that st the
state around Rs 22 crore.

Wildhifiee activists have
raised guestions over the
lack of rehabilitation plan
for wilkdlife ahead of the
eonstriction work,

Though the local authors-
ties earer climed no wild
animal 15 inside the walled
nres, it tumed out to be false
later on. Subsequently, G
Anupama, Additional Chief
Serretary of the Department
of Environment, Forests and
Wildlife, on April 7 issued an
urgent directive to mohilise
all available resources for the
removal o fwild animals from
thi airport campis.
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Trump’s tart

leave aircraft deliveries in limbo

Reuters
Montreal/Chicago

Cars, consumer goods and
industrial equipment have
been delayed at ports, stuck
on rail cars, and languished
in warehouses at times over
the last few months due to
the White House's ‘on-again,
off-again’ tariff policy.

Planes and their engines
are usually ordered by US
buyers years in advance, and
tariff confusion risks delay-
ing shipments of both, even
if the industry has not been
directly targeted for duties,
sources told Reuters. The fre-
quent changes and added
costs are stressing a supply
chain that has wrestled with
shortages of parts and
labour.

Outside Montreal, work-
ers at Airbus’ Canadian plant
assembled a single-aisle
A220 jet over the last several
months, even as the shifting
tariff policy made it unclear
whether the plane would go
to its intended customer,
Delta Air Lines, with or
without a 25 per cent duty.

The rapidly changing land-
scape means Delta might re-
ceive the 130-seat plane
without tariffs, or could owe
duties to the US government
for parts made outside the
US. The aircraft is expected
to be delivered in June, ac-
cording to aviation analytics
firm Cirium.

Delta and Airbus declined
comment on whether the
A220 jet would be subjected

'i'-._ - s

ADVERSE IMPACT. Planes and their engines are usually

ordered by US buyers years in advance, and tariff confusion risks

delaying shipments of both reurers

to the levy. Tariffs have rarely
been an issue for aerospace.
Aside from an 18-month
transatlantic tariff war over
Airbus and Boeing subsidies
in 2020 and 2021, the in-
dustry has operated under a
1979 treaty guaranteeing
zero-duty trading that in-
cludes the US and Canada,

but not Mexico.
But US President Donald
Trump’s frequent tariff

changes during the assembly
of the A220 jet illustrate how
his strategy adds risks for
planemakers and airlines
alike. In February, as Airbus
employees in Mirabel, Que-
bec, worked on the plane’s
interior near the start of the
assembly line, a source said,
Trump threatened a 25 per
cent tariff on goods impor-
ted from Canada and Mex-
ico.

The levy would have

raised the cost for Delta sub-
stantially on a plane worth
about $40.5 million, accord-
ing to Cirium delivery data
from 2024.

SHIFTING STANCES

Just before that tariff was to
go into effect, Trump
delayed it for 30 days, and
then said goods compliant
with the Trump-negotiated
US-Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment would be exempt from
duties. Those requirements
forced Canadian aerospace
firms to scramble to sort out
paperwork they had not pre-
viously needed.

This particular plane, re-
cently painted in Delta’s col-
ours, was believed to comply
with the 2020 agreement,
and hence exempt from tar-
iffs, sources said. Canada’s
Bombardier has said its jets
are compliant, and they have

T policy confusion could

been delivered to US clients
without duties, per one of
the sources. But the confu-
sion was so great that at a re-
cent factory meeting, Airbus
told workers the tariff situ-
ation was complex and con-
stantly evolving, according
to a source.

Tariffs could also lead to
heated negotiations between
manufacturers and airlines
over who pays. Delta said on
Wednesday it would defer
deliveries instead of paying
tariffs as it tries to control
costs in the face of slowing
travel demand.

“The one thing that you
need to know we’re very
clear on is that we will not be
paying tariffs on any aircraft
deliveries,” CEQ Ed Bastian
told analysts. “We've been
clear with Airbus on that,
and we’ll work through and
see what happens.”

As of the end of 2024,
Delta estimated it would re-
ceive 43 aircraft from Airbus.
A number of those jets were
expected to come from its
production lines outside the
Us.

Airbus’ CEO Guillaume
Faury warned it could prior-
itise deliveries to non-US
customers if tariffs were to
disrupt imports.

After Trump announced a
90-day pause on many tariffs
on Wednesday, Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent sug-
gested Canada would face a
10 per cent tariff along with
other countries, before a
White House official clari-
fied there was no change.
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. .
Al pilot dies
after landing
An Air India Express pilot
in his late 30s died in Delhi
on Wednesday after suf-
fering a medical emerg-
ency shortly after landing
a flight from Srinagar.
Sources said the pilot
began feeling unwell after
arrival at Delhi airport and
was rushed to hospital,
where he later passed
away. "We desply regret
the loss of a valued col-
league and are extending
all possible supportto the
family," the airline said ina
staterment on Thursday,
Further details remain un-
available.
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Kerala Tourism, Malaysia Airlines forge strategic
partnership to boost Fast Asian inbound travel

Malavsia Air-
lines, in col-
laboration with
Kerala ‘Tourism,
launched a ma-
jor initiative to
explore the vast
East Asian mar-
kets as part of
the ‘Look East’
campaign. The
effort includes a
specially curated
familiarisation
(FAM) trip for
tour operators
and social media
influencers from
eight countries

OUR CORRESPONDENT

n April 10, Malaysia

Airlines, in collabo-

ration with Kerala
Tourism, launched a major
initiative to explore the vast
East Asian markets as part
of the ‘Look East’ campaign.
The effort includes a spe-
cially curated familiarisation
{FAM) trip for tour opera-
tors and social media influ-
encers from eight countries,
alongside a dedicated B2B
mert to foster strategic tour-
ism partnerships,

Inaugurating the "B2R
Mect” and 'FAM Trip, Tour-
ism Minister P A Mohamed
Riyas termed the initiative
as a strategic step that would
ramp up footfall of tourists
to Kerala from China, Japan,
Malaysia, Australia, Indone-
sia, New Zealand, Vietnam
and Laos.

“Through the collabora-
tion with Malaysia Airlines,
Kerala Tourism is taking a
giant leap towards the strate-
gic vision of expanding Ker-
alas outreach globally” the
Minister said while address-
ing the gathering.

Noting that the tie-up is
a significant milestone, Riyas
said it opened ‘a new direction
for Kerala Tourism to explore
new markets.

Thiruvananthapuram
Corporation Mayor Arya

Rajendran, District Pan-
chayat President P Suresh
FKumar, Kerala Tourism Sec-
retary Biju K; Dersenish Are-
sandiran, Chief Commercial
Officer of Airlines at Malay-
sia Aviation Group and Ker-
ala Tourism Director Sikha
Surendran, were also present.

"Mow, we will enjoy
increased connectivity to
Malaysia, Indonesia, Taiwan,
Singapore, Thailand, Japan,
Vietnam, Australia and Mew
Fealand the Minister said.
The Minister urged the indus-
try leaders and stakeholders
to seize the opportunity and
welcome more tourists from
this region.

Riyas recalled that cutting
across party lines, the mem-
bers of the Kerala Legislative

Assembly have unanimously
congratulated Kerala Tourism
e initiative. The decla-
ration regarding the stra-
tegic partnership between
the Government of Ker-
ala and Malaysia Airlines
as part of the Look East’
policy was made on the
occasion.

Biju K said the "Look
East’ initiative is not just a
marketing drive for the ben-
efit of one side; instead, it has
been conceived as a win-win
partnership. Tourism stake-
holders, induding airlines,
the hospitality industry, tour
operators and service provid-
ers are the key partners in this
collaborated endeavour.

"This campaign is also a
vital step in increasing aware-

Surendran
made a detailed
presentation on
Kerala Tourism,

* highlighting its unicue

offerings to
tourists

ness about Keralas diverse
offerings in the Asian tourism
market. We are launching the
campaign by hosting a delega-
tion comprising nearly 75 dis-
tinguished guests from eight
countries, social media influ-
encers and 40 outhound tour
operators from China, Japan,

Malaysia, Australia, Indone-
sia, New Zealand, Vietnam
and Laos” he explained.
Biju said the delegation
will engage with various
stakeholders, members
of the local community,
cultural practitioners
and artisans. Besides,
the 'B2B Meet' was organ-
ised to foster collaborations
within the tourism sector.
Dersenish Aresandiran
said, "Thiruvananthapuram
is emeTging as a strategic out-
bound hub and Malaysia Air-
lines is proud to be the first
premium Sputheast Asian
airline to operate wide-body
aircraft to the city. We aim
to increase flight frequency
to four or five weekly
services, eventually moving to

daily operations”

“This is more than a route
development - it’s a long-term
investment in Keralas tour-
ism potential. Through this
partnership, we hope to con-
nect Kerala with East Asia,
Australia and beyond, show-
casing the best of Malaysian
hospitality and Kerala's unique
charm.” he added.

He further shared that
the airline has brought its
top global trade partners
to experience Kerala first-
hand, further strengthening
the potential for increased
inbound tourism through
Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia Air-
lines continues to enhance its
service offerings, including
seamless connectivity, state-
of-the-art aircraft, diverse

inflight dining and compli-
mentary Wi-Fio

Sikha Surendran made
a detailed presentation on
Kerala Tourism, highlight-
ing its unique offerings to
tourists,

The "Look East” camipaign
is part of Kerala Tourism's ini-
tiative with Malaysia Airlines
to look beyond the traditional
markets of Kerala and tap the
emerging tourism markets in
East Asia

"Kerala Travel Mart Soci-
ety’ Secretary Swaminathan
5 and "South Kerala Hote-
liers Forum’ Secretary Gen-
eral Prasad Manjali also made
presentations at the event.
Major stakeholders, including
tour operators and hoteliers,
also attended.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MORNING STANDARD DELHI 12 APRIL 2025

T2 MAINTENANCE
IndiGo flights to
operate from T1
starting April 15
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE i hew Deity

INDIGO will relocate all its
flights operating from Indira
Gandhi Internntional A frport s
Terminnal 2 to Terminal 1 In
Delhi starting April 15, the air
line said on Thursday The
move comes as malntenance
work ks settobegin at Alrport's
Terminal 2 and will remain in
effect untll further notlce.

“In view of a planned main-
tenance activity, Mights previ
ously scheduled Mrom Delhd
Terminal 2 have now been reas
signed to Terminal 1 starting
April 15, 2025 We Kindly re-
quest you to check the terminal
details and yourlight stofus on
our website before head ing to
the airport, as there may be
chanpes to Dipht schedules as
well. Rest assured, we are work-
ingdiligently to ensure a seam-
less transition and a smooth
travel experience for you
Thank you for yvour under
standing and cooperation,” the
alrline sald In a poston X

The shiflt is expected to
streamline operations and
avald disruptions during the
construct ion period. IndiGo has
advised passengers to check
their terminal detalls before de-
parture and arrive eordy



Weather mayhem: 61 die in Bihar, 20 flights di
— |

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B New Delni

ile a sndden change in weather
brought respite for peaple from
the scorching heat in Delhi and

Uttar Pradesh on Friday, lightning strikes
and hailstorms in Bihar have claimed &1
lives in the last 24 hours, officials said. At
least 20 flights were diverted in Delhi due
to inclement weather conditions even as
outage was reported from different areas in
the national capital

In Bihar, 3% people died due to hailstorms
and rain-related incidents, while lightning
strikes claimed 22 lives.

Twenty-five deaths had been reported on
Thursday evening, and the death toll
mounted to 61 after collation of data from
various Bihar districts, they said.

A report said three persons were
injured when a scaffolding of an under-
construction building in Chander Vihar
in trans-Yamuna area of Delhi crashed due
to gusty winds,

In Bihar, Nalanda reported the highest
number of fatalities at 23, followed by
Bhojpur (six), Siwan, Gaya, Patna and
Sheikhpura (four each), Jamui (three) and
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Visitors during a dust storm at Karfavya Path. in New Dalhi PTI

Jehanabad (two). Gopalganj, Muzaffarpur,
Arwal, Darbhanga, Begusarai, Saharsa,
Katihar, Lakhisarai, Nawada and Bhagalpur
districts reported one death each.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar

offered condolences over the deaths and
announced ex gratia of T4 lakh each for the
next of kin of the deceased.

In the national capital, the maximum
temperature settled at 35.8 degrees Celsius,

verted in Delhi

marking a dip of 3.8 notches from
Thursday's high of 39.6 degrees Celsius.

Strong dust storms and gosty winds hit
Delhi this evening, prompting the MeT
department to warn of adverse weather con-
ditions in the coming hours and issue an
"orange” alert for Delhi-NCR.

At least 20 flights were diverted at the
Indira Gandhi International Airport here
due to inclement weather.

tact their respective airlines for the latest
flight updates,” airport operator DIAL said
in a post on X' at 7.15pm.

IndiGo said Delhi and Jaipur are expe-
riencing a dust storm, affecting takeoffs and
landings and potentially causing air traffic
congestion. This may lead to delays or diver-
sions, the operator said in the post.

While two weather stations - Ridge and
Avanagar — in Delhi on Thursday record-
ed heatwave conditions with temperatures
settling above 40 degrees Celsius, on Friday
all monitoring stations in the city record-
ed a high below the 40-degree mark.

Continued on ¥ P2

Weather mayhem: 61 die in Bihar, 20 flights diverted in Delhi

Contimedbwem 3> ®.  The IMD has pre-

dicted thunderstorms with rain in Delhi on
Saturday. In Uttar Pradesh, light rain
accompanied by strong winds in several dis-
tricts of the western part of the state on
Friday evening brought a much-needed
relief from the recent spell of intense heat.

In Moradabad, five students from a pri-
vate university sustained injuries after
being struck by Iighmg:ﬁ.

The university’s media in-charge MP
singh said, "Five male students pursuing
various graduate programmes were on way
back to their hostel on Thursday night when
it started raining. Secking shelter under a
tree, the students were unfortunately struck
by lightning" The sudden change in weath-
er patterns brought considerable relief
from scorching heat across the state as the
maximum daviime temperature recorded

an a'.rera(.ge drop of approximately five

degrees Celsius.
State capital Lucknow recorded a high of
32.9 degrees, 4.3 notches below the normal.

Fatehpur and Banda recorded the highest
maximum in the State at 40.6 degrees each.

The Meteorological Department report-
ed that a number of areas, including
Saharanpur, Moradabad and Hapur, wit-
nessed lightning and hailstorms in isolat-
ed pockets during the intervening night of
April 10 and 11.

In Uttarakhand, heavy rain lashed the
Mand area of Chamaoli district follow-
ing which debris generated by the recon-
struction of a national highway gushed into
several shops and hotels, damaging goods
kept inside them, officials said.

While advising people to stay indoors,
secure windows and doors. and avoid

unnecessary travel, the IMD also outlined
possible impacts of the severe weather, cau.
tioning that strong winds and hail may
damage plantations, horticulture, and
standing crops. A report from Shimla said
light to moderate rains lashed several
parts of Himachal Pradesh while high alti-
tude tribal areas received light snowfall on
Friday.

Dharamshala was the wettest with
37mm rain, followed by Dalhousie at
2lmm, Gohar at 19.0mm, Kangra at
14.2mm, Pandoh at 14.0mm, Paonta
Sahib at 13.6mm, Karsog at 13.1mm,
Mandi at 8.0mm, Sangla at 7.4 mm,
Shimla at 7mm and Guler at 5.6 mm.

Shimla, Sundernagar, Jubberhatti, Jot,
and Kangra saw thunderstorms while
heat wave conditions prevailed in
Sundernaear and Dharamshala. and severe

heat waves in Bhuntar, the local MeT
station said.

The Lahaul and Spiti Police has asked
commuters to assess the weather condi-
tions before travelling as snowfall was wit-
nessed at various places in the district,

The MeT station has issued 'vellow
warning of thunderstorm accompanied
with lightning at isolated places in
Chamba, Kangra, Kullu, Mandi, Shimla
and Sirmaur on April 12 and predicted dry
weather in the state till April 17.

The maximum and minimum temper-
atures dropped marginally and Una was
the hottest with 36.2 degrees while Keylong
was the coldest with a low of 2.0 degrees.

With fresh rains, the monthly rain
deficit in April has reduced from 99 to 90

er cent and seasonal rainfall deficit from
arch 1 to Aopril 11 was 43 per cent.
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Pilot death:
DGCA probes if
he got timely
medical help

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has sought all details re-
lated to the death of a young Air
India Express pilot at Delhi Air-
port on Wednesday shortly after
safely operatingaflight from Sri-
nagar. The airline is learnt to ha-
ve given all the details to the re-
gulator:Pilot friends of late first
officer Armaan (36) have so-
ught a probe into the circums-
tances leading to his demise.

“We will be seeing whet-
her the late pilot got the right
medical services at Delhi Air-
port and in what time, among
other aspects,” said a senior
DGCA official. "The entire
chain of events will be looked
into," said a senior aviation
ministry official.

A probe 1s necessary as the-
re are differing accounts on
when the 36-year-old first got
medical help and whether he
could have been saved. While
multiple pilots say “despite the
critical situation, no ambulan-
ce or medical team arrived for
over 45 minutes,” Delhi Inter-
national Airport Ltd (DIAL)sa-
ys it took about 10 minutes.

“Captain Armaan had col-
lapsed just outside the cockpit
after operating Air India Ex-
press flight IX 1171 from Srina-
gar to Delhi. He showed signs of
acute physical distress, inclu-
ding vomiting and loss of cons-
ciousness. In the fall, he sustai-
ned a head injury after hitting a
service cart,” his friends and
multiple pilot colleagues say. Ar-
maan was declared dead at the
hospital about 90 minutes later

Al Express has requested
"all concerned to respect priva-
cy at this time and avoid unne-
cessary speculation while we
commit to assisting the relevant
authorities in due process."
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Peg to differ:
Altitude and
alcoholidon’t

\

4_Sonamchandwani5 ..
What should air India do here ? Teach :

Another day, another ‘pee-gate’

triggers fresh debate on the
need to control drinking at
airports, and on flights

arlier this week, a 24-year-old Indian
passenger urinated on a Japanese
co-passenger onboard a Delhi-Bangkok
flight. Social media called it ‘Pee-Gate 2.0’ -a
shameful reminder of the November 2022 in-
cident, when a senior executive with a multi-
national financial services company urinat-
ed on a woman on a Delhi-New York flight.

Both incidents happened in the business
class, which offers in-flight alcohol. In
both incidents, the perpetrators were ine-
briated - enough to be considered unable
to handle a drink.

NO CAP ON DRINKING

We may not want to admit it, but the aver-
age Indian has a problematic relationship
with alcohol and free access in the
confines of a plane is evidently risky.

For instance, on December 20, 2024, Air
India Express launched its inaugural
flight from Surat to Bangkok. During the

APRIL 24,2023 _

' W

#Talki gPoiut

Man faces legal heat for urinating
on NYC-Delhi flight co-passenger

him basic manners? Civic sense ? It's
People who need to learn and
undergtand not the management they
are bt’..'lng defamed for no reason. | still
fegl air India is better than indigo they
+snll serve food provide basic service in
International flights. Try indigo and
you will fly air India trust me

four-hour journey, 175 passengers report-
edly consumed approximately 15 litres of
alcohol before the plane landed in the
Thai capital. While there weren't any un-
toward incidents, there was a call to regu-
late complimentary alcohol on interna-
tional flights from India.

MID-AIR CHAOS AND ALCOHOL

Post COVID, with air-travel picking up
around the world, airlines and airports
have been offering premium add-ons on
full-service flights and lounges with
unlimited alcohol. But not enough checks
and measures are in place to tackle
intoxicated passengers on board. The
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) however has put
the onus of deciding on
how much alcohol they
want to serve in which
sector on the airlines. TNN

Cabin crew is trained to
identify potential cases
of intoxication and take
guard. But often, male
passengers refuse to comply.
It is especially difficult

when they travel in all-male

groups or solo
- Anjali Sen, former employee
of a private airline

e g g

A wider acceptance of
alcohol consumption in public settings

I
Ugh. We really have a drinking problem.

E:‘rnrgi @Gargwac]

may be more commonplace. But drinking

Don't let drunks board flight. Breathalyzer at boarding.

And don't serve alcohol on flight.

Save everyone from the nusaince of the Indian drunk.
ve had to deal with drunk Indian men on flights

The number of times |

socially is also drinking responsibly. Indian
passengers often tend to forget that

- Seema Jaiswal, entrepreneur,
frequent flyer

Air India’s response

Air India confirmed the April

2025 incident, stating that the

crew adhered to all established
procedures and reported the matter
to the relevant authorities. The airline
mentioned that the crew issued a
warning to the unruly passenger and
offered assistance to the aggrieved
to file a grievance with authorities

in Bangkok, which was declined at
the time. An independent committee
will assess the incident to determine
any further action. Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu said, "If
there is any wrongdoing, we will take
necessary action.”

,

The DGCA Aircraft rule 24 states that

no person may operate or attempt to
operate an aircraft within eight hours

of consuming alcohol. For passengers
on international flights, the airlines can
serve alcohol, but they have their own
policies on this. On flights lasting less
than four hours, no more than two drinks
should be served to a passenger, and
once three drinks are served, there must
be a break of at least three hours before
serving additional drinks.

Air India Policy:

After being penalised by the
DGCA, Air India revised it
alcohol policies in 2023

® Guests aren't permitted to

"—*—'v—v—-f' drink alcohol unless served

by cabin crews
= Cabin crew to be trained to identify
inebriated passengers
® Service must be tactful, refusing to serve
further alcohol if it is potentially unsafe
= Special training was given to the crew
to help recognise and manage possible
cases of intoxication Source: Agencies
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Al pilot dies of cardiac
arrest after landing flight

Times News NeTwoRk

New Delhi: An Air India Ex-
press pilot suffered a cardiac
arrest at IGI Airport on Wed-
nesday shortly after safely
operating a flight from Sri-
nagar and passed away.

First officer Armaan,
who was about 36 vears of
age and had recently got
married, had operated the
Delhi-Srinagar-Delhi flight
on Wednesday. After landing
in Delhi, he went to the air-
craft lavatory where he vo-
mited.

He collapsed in the for-
ward galley and was taken to
the airport medical centre
by cabin crew and ground
staff. He was then taken to a
private hospital in Vasant
Kunj but could not be saved.

“We deeply regret the loss
of avalued colleagueduetoa
medical condition. Our tho-
ughts are with the family du-
ring this time of profound

RECENTLY WED

> Armaan (36) had @
flown for less than
12 hrs in past week

» Airline Pilots’ Assn said
there’s an urgent need for
transparent regulations that
prioritise rest for pilots

> Several pilots say they
have been pleading for
less strenuous working
conditions for a long time

grief. We are extending all
possible assistance to them
as we all cope with this tre-
mendous loss. We request all
concerned to respect privacy
at this time and avoid unne-
cessary speculation while we
commit to assisting the rele-
vant authorities in due pro-
cess,” an Air India Express
spokesperson said.

kContinued on P 8

‘Need to prioritise rest for pilots’

»Continued from P1

rmaan, who went by his

fA first name only had

joined Al Express in

2023 from Spicedet. He had

flown for less than 12 hours in

the last seven days, it is
learned.

The Airline Pilots’ Associ-
ation of India said in a state-
ment that there’s an urgent
need to put in place transpar-

ent regulations that priori-
tise rest for pilots, safety and
humane scheduling practic-
es. The association, which
represents over 800 pilots of
various Indian carriers, has
stressed the need for having
comprehensive mental
health support systems with-
in airline organisations and
not merely as checkboxes but
as active, accessible, and stig-
ma-free services.

ALPA says the untimely
death of captain Armaan’s
death raises troubling ques-
tions about pilot welfare,
mental health, and working
conditions in the Indian avia-
tion industry.

While not linking Ar-
maan's tragic death to fa-
tigue, several pilots say they
have for a long time been
pleading for less strenuous
working conditions in India.
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Mumbai flight
delayed by 90
mins as pilot
detects snag

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: An IndiGo flight
scheduled to depart from
Chennai to Mumbai was de-
layed by one and a half hours
on Thursday morning after
the pilot detected a mechani-
cal issue prior to take off.
The flight, carrying 182 pas-
sengers and seven crew
members, was set to depart
at 4.55am from Chennai’s do-
mestic terminal.

As part of routine pre-ta-
ke off procedures, the pilot
conducted engine checks
and identified a mechanical
problem just before the air-
craft began taxiing to the
runway.

Recognising the potenti-
al risk, the pilot alerted the
airport control room, hal-
ting further preparations for
departure.

Ground engineers boar-
ded the plane to carry out ne-
cessary repairs whileall pas-
sengers remained seated in-
side the aircraft. The issue
was resolved in around 90
minutes, and the flight was
cleared for departure. It took
off ataround 6.30 am.
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Jumbo freighter makes pitstop in city

Chennai: National Airlines’ Boeing 747-400 freight carrier
made a stop at Chennai International r\lrllﬂl t on Tuesday, ar-
riving from Birmingham, UK, en route to Incheon, South Ko-
rea, to carry cargo from the city. The aircraft took off with 116
tonnes of cargo to Incheon, This high-capacity movement un-
derscores Chennal's importance as a strategic cargo hub in
South Asia. Authorities said that jumbo freighters landing in
Chennai is not very uncommon, as the city skies previously
witnessed a similar flight as recent as January this vear v
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