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Both shortlisted sites suitable
for building Hosur airport: AAI

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAIL

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has submitted
the draft feasibility report
to the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment for constructing an
airport at Hosur after ana-
lysing two sites. But there
is a lot more to be done as a
detailed study is to be ta-
ken up to ascertain the air
space and an Obstacle Lim-
itation Surface Survey has
to be carried out, sources
said. Only after completing
this, the State government
will be able to take a call
and choose a site.

In October last, five sites
were chosen to be studied,
and the AAI subsequently
gave the first draft of the
feasibility report to the
State government, weigh-
ing the pros and cons of
each site. Following that,
the government selected
two sites — one about 1.5
km from Taneja Aerospace

and Aviation Limited
(TAAL) airstrip and the
other around 15.5 km near
Ulagam (east of Hosur and
north of Shoolagiri).

“Both sites are suitable
for building an airport. It is
for the State government to
decide which one they
want to go ahead with,” a
source said.

Sources said this was
certainly not adequate,
and an Obstacle Limitation
Surface Survey had to be
performed. “Also, there
are a few permissions that
are needed with respect to
air space, and this has to be
evaluated in detail. These
two studies will take time.
We expect the detailed re-
port to be ready by the end
of April,” another source
said.

A main issue in the con-
struction of the Hosur air-
port is the agreement bet-
ween the  Bangalore
International Airport Li-
mited (BIAL) and the Mi-

nistry of Civil Aviation.
Since the agreement does
not permit another airport
to be built at a 150-km ae-
rial distance from the Ben-
galuru airport, the State
government is required to
get a No Objection Certifi-
cate from BIAL.

Recently, Minister for Ci-
vil Aviation Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu in-
formed Parliament that
both State governments
would have to sit down and
talk to resolve the issue.
“The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has been actively
pursuing the airport pro-
ject [at Hosur]. We are try-
ing to assist [in this issue].
But the challenge is the 150
km radius from the Benga-
luru airport, which is be-
coming tricky. This is a
matter which BIAL, the Ta-
mil Nadu government, and
the Government of India
have to discuss and come
up with a conclusion,” he
said.
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AAI finds both
sites suitable for
Hosur airport

CHENNAI

The Airports Authority of India
has submitted to the State
government the draft feasibility
report for building an airport in
Hosur after analysing two sites.
Both have been found suitable
for the airport. » PAGE 6



Hreara ’ftmr“i

AIRFPORTS AU I'HClRl'I“I' (JF iNU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ASIAN AGE DELHI 11 MARCH Z0Z5

® Bullet train station will also be situated near airport: Ajit

Maharashtra to build third

airport near Vadhv_an port

BHAGWAN PARAB
MUMBAL MARCH 10

Two major initlatives - a
third airport for hMumbad

near the upeoming
Vadhvan port In  the
Palghar district amd the

night landing fmcility
Shirdi Alrport - have fioumd
a place in the Maharashtra
governmeni's budiget fue
the financial vear 32556,
Mahnrashira's  depuly
chief minister and (inance
minister Ajit Pawar, In his
address o the Vidhan
Sabha, indicated that the
new airport would be silu-
atedd near Vadhvan port,
which 15 expected to
become  operationnl by
20c0, Vadhvan Port, the
ropased decp seaport in
Palghar diswrict, will see
the state eontributing 56
por cent of the total project
oost, =nid Mr Pawnar while
annowuneing plans for the
third Muombai nirport ns
part of the port’s develop
mient The  Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train
station will nlso be situnted
nesir the obrport, hi addod
The Vadhvan port a
Greenlield all-weather port
5 coming up in Vadhavan
for which PM Narendra
Modi  performed  the
ground-breaking ceremo-
ny last year. The tolnl praj
oot eost, Including the lnmd
nequisition component s
TT6.IH0 crom

In addition, Mr Pawar
also announced that the
Shirdi Alrport will soon
hove o =nedight lencking facil-

I'.I-nha.fash'trn deputy chief minister Ajit Pawar while
presenting the Maharashtra government's budiget for

the 2025-26 fiscal on Monday.

= RAJESH JADHAV

32,100 promised to ‘Ladki Bahin’
before polls still a distant dream

BHAGWAN PARAB
MLUMBAL MAR, 10

In o chear Indicathon that
the beneficiaries of the
Ladki Bahin Yojunn will
not get a hike in paymenis,
the Maharashtra govern-
ment has cut down the
amaunt earmarked for the
popular scheme in the
annual budpet

Maharashirn finunee
minister Ajit Pawar has
oarmarked TEE000 crore
for the state's Magship
womens wolfare schemi,
as againsl the funds of

Itw" Every day, over 50,000
thousgand  visit  Shirdl,
where a world famous 1o
ple dedicated 1o Sal Baba is

T46,000 ¢rore In the last
budger

Mr Pawar announced a
budget allocation of
6,000 erore for the pop
ulist schems for the fiscal
yoar 202526, The allocation
marks a subsiantinl redue-
tion from the previoosly
projected  amount  of
46,000 crore. He also stat-
e that the actual expendi
ture under the schome
simce {ts Inception hns
bean T33.28 erore, with the
revised estimate for finan-
clal  year 2034-35 now
e nt 236,000 crore.

loeated. The numbers eask-
Iy éross & lakh and above
on  Thursdays, Sundays
and holidays

Pawar tables
7.2 lakh-cr
state budget

SONU SHRIVASTAVA
MUBEBAL MARCH 10

Unlike the élaction year of
2003-2024, the Mahnra-
shira budget this year did
not have any populist
announcements.  Instead,
stato fMinance minister Ajie
Pawar, who on Monday
prescnted the “Mahayuii®
povermment’s first budget
after the election, annog
need plans o develop the
Mumibsal matropolitan
reghon as an international-
class “growth hub™, He
also increased taxes on
non-transport fonr whesl-
er CNG and LPG whicles
Mr Pawar presented o
720 lakh erore budget
with revenuae deficit of
5092 crore and [iseal
deficit of T1.56, 54 erore,
As per the budget docy
ment, the debt stock of the
slato ks TAABITH crome ||1
the financial year 94
whilbe 1t would be imn‘asu]

to 952 242 crore in the
Mnancial vear 2025-26,
However, CM Devendra

Fadnavis sald, “A smite's
debis should not be more
thain 25 per cent of its GDP,
We are at 18 per cent
Maharashtra amd Guigarat
are the only two states in
the country to have debe
losz than 30 pat cent of s
GDhRE”
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Relief for passengers as AERA rejects
Mumbai airport’s 675% fee hike plea

SHOT DOWN. Instead, the regulator proposed an 18% rise, citing ongoing case in SC for rejecting tariff demand

———
Aneesh Phadnis

Mumbai

In a relief for passengers, the
Airports Economic Regulat-
ory Authority (AERA) has
turned down Mumbai Inter-
national  Airport  Ltd's
{MIAL) demand fora 675 per
cent increase in user fees for
a five-year period between
2024 and 2029,

Instead, the airport sector
regulator proposed only 13
per cent tise in fees, rational-
ising certain planned capital
expenditure for an airside
tunnel and corporate office
building, among others.

AERA also cited ongoing
litigation in the Supreme
Court for rejecting MIAL's
tariff demand. The author-
ity’s proposals are contained
in a consultation paper,
which was released on

Monday. It will be put up for
stakeholder  consultation
and public comments.

AERA determines aero-
nautical charges at airports,
including charpes for aircraft
parking and user develop-
ment fee. This is calculated
by taking into account capex,
return on investment, oper-
ating expenses, depreci-
ation, tax, etc.

At present, MIAL collects
T187 as user det‘elu]munt
fee (UDF) from interna-
tional passengers. Currently,
there is no UDF for domestic
passengers.

PROPOSED CAPEX PLAN
The Adani Group-run MIAL
proposed  ¥17439  crore
capex for the five-year
period, covering airside im-
provement works, recon-
struction of terminal T1, and
expansion of terminal T2

MIAL collects T187 as user development fee from international
passengers while domestic passengers don't pay a fee reurens

among others. These are a
part of the airport master
plan, which hopes to achieve
passenger and cargo hand-
ling capacity of 65 million
passengers and one million
tonnes of cargo per annum,
The actual passenger
traffic, however, is projected

to reduce from 52 million in
FY¥24 to 48 million in FY29
due to the closure of ter-
minal T1 for redevelopment.

Based on an examination
of MIAL's proposal, AERA
considered capex of 7,651

crore for the purpose of tariff

calculation.  Adjustments

were also been made in oper-
ating expenses proposed by
the airport operator.

AERA said there was an
over recovery of 3934 crore
by the airport operator and
rejected its plea for a true up
of 13,665 crore from previ-

ous tariff orders,
The airport's plea was
based on the appellate

tribunal’s ruling on the treat-
ment of tax and annual fee
pavable to the Airports Au-
thority of India for the pur-
pose of cross subsidising of
charges.

AERA  has  appealed
against the tribunal order in
the Supreme Court. “Public
interest would be better
served if the authority takes
the decisions on the basis of
the final decision of the Su-
preme Court of India on
these issues,” AERA noted in
the consultation paper.
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p-related cab drivers seek
hlgher fares, shun airport trips

SHAIIG-I 1DC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 10

Cab drivers working with
app-hailing platforms
have decided to bovcott
airport trips in protest
against app-based plat-
forms paying low fares in
Hyderabad, However, air-
port officials claimed that
the transport services to
the airport remained
unaffected by the boycott

“While many drivers
were part of the boycott,
the total number of driv-
ers in the city is about 1,25
lakh, which is why ride
availability at the airport
has not been impacted.
The boycott is growing but
since there are so many
drivers overall, airport
semces haven't been hit
yet,” said Shaik
Balauddin, the president

# ON ITS social media
account, TGPWU
wrote, “Attention
Hyderabad airport
travellers, drivers
from Ola, Uber and
Rafldu are facing

nfairly low fares for
airport trips.”

of Telangana Gi
Platform Workers
(TGPWU).

The boyeott call given by
TGPWU initially received
the support of around
3.000-4,000 drivers, but the
number has own_ to
nearly 40,000, Salauddin
said,

Salauddin said the situa-
tion is soverely affecting
the livelihood of drivers.
“Even on repeated repre-
sentations to the govern-
ment and transport

and
nion

department requesting
fair and uniform pricing
for aggregator services,
no action has been taken,”
he added.

Nagesh Kumar, the presi
dent of the Bharat
Rashtra Trade Union
(BRTU), taxi sector, said
that they have received
strong support from driv-

BTs.

“We will continue to boy-
cott airport trips until the
fares are revised,” he stat-
ed.

On its social media
account, TGPWU wrote,
“Aftention Hyderabad air-

rt ftravellers, drivers

m Ola, Uber and Rapido
are facing unfairly low
fares for airport trips,
forcing many to decline
such rides. We demand
platform companies to
ensure fair pay for drivers'
hard work.”
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HYD AIRPORT BEST
IN 15-25M FLYERS
CATEGORY: ACI

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 10

GMR Hyderabad International
Airport has been recognised
as the best airport in the 15 to
25 million passengers per
annum (MPPA) category in the
Asia-Pacific region by the
Airports Council
International (ACI). This
award is part of ACI's Airport
Service Quality (ASQ) Awards
2024, which ranks airports
based on passenger satisfac-
tion. The ASQ programme col-
lects real-time feedback from
travelers and evaluates over 30
factors, including cleanliness,
staff service, ease of travel
and overall comfort. Pradeep
Panicker, Hyderabad Airport
CEQ expressed his gratitude
for the recognition and stated
that the airport was commit-
ted to making travel more con-
venient and enjoyvable through
technological advancements
and customer-focused innova-

tions.

ACI World Director-General
Justin Erbacci congratulated
Hyderabad airport, praising
its efforts in exceeding passen-
ger expectations and setting
high standards for other air-
ports worldwide.



AIRPORTS AUTH

ESr=meri

QORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN CHRONICLE

HYDERAEAD

11 MARCH 2025

BETTER | N~RA Maha also approves night landing at Shirdi Airport

Mumbai 3rd airport at Wadhwan

BHAGWAN PARAB | DC
MUMBAI, MARCH 10

Two major initiatives — a
third airport for Mumbai
near the upcoming Wadh-
wan port and the night
landing facility at Shirdi
Airport — have found a
place in the Maharashtra
government's budget for
the financial year 202526,
Deputy Chief Minister
and finance minister Ajit
Pawar, in his address to the
Vidhan Sabha, indicated
that the new airport would
be situated mear Vadhvan
Bgn. which is expected to
come operational by 2030
Vadhvan port is located in
the Palghar district of
Maharashtra,

CURRENT STATS

MUMEBAI HAS TWO

MAJOR AIRPORTS:
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mabharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) Navi
Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA) (upcoming)

» AROUND 35 kilometers
from the existing CSMIA,
the NMIA is expected to
ease pressure on Mumbai’s
current infrastructure.

Vadhvan Port, the propo-
sed deep seaport in Palghar
district, will see the state
contributing 26 per cent of
the total project cost, said
Pawar while announcing
plans for the third Mumbai
airport as part of the port's
development. The Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train
station will also be situated
near the airport, he added.

The Vadhvan port — a
Greenfield all-weather port
is coming up in Vadhavan
for which Prime Minister
Narendra Modi performed
the ground-breaking cere-
mony last vear, The total
IJﬂi-'gject cost, including the

d acguisition compo-
nent is T76,220 crore.

In addition, Pawar also

announced that the Shirdi

Aijrport will soon have a
‘night landing facility.’ Eve-
ry day, more than fifty tho-
usand devotees and tourists
visit Shirdi, where a world
famous temple dedicated to
Sai Baba is located. The
numbers easily cross a lakh
and above on Thursdays,
Sundays and holidays,
Meanwhile, in a clear
indication that beneficia-
ries of the Ladki Bahin Yoj-
ana will not get a hike in pa-
vments, government has
cut down the amount earm-
arked for the popular sche-
me in the annual budget.
Pawar has earmarked
36,000 crore for the state’s
flagship welfare scheme, as
against the funds of T46,000
crore in the last budget
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Bengaluru airport first to introduce sensory
room for neurodivergent passengers in India

NT Correspondent
BENGALURU

In a step towards promoting
inclusive air travel, Kempe-
gowda International Airport
Bengalury, has introduced a
first of its kind sensory room
atan airport in India.
Located near the 080 In-
ternational Lounge at Level
4 of Terminal 2, the sensory
room is tailored for neuro-

divergent passengers and
individuals with sensory
sensitivities,

Hari Marar, MD and CEO,
BIAL, said, "We are commit-
ted to building an inclusive
and passenger-friendly air-

port. BLR Airport has con-
sistently aimed at offering
the latest immovations from
our biophilic, sustainable
Terminal 2 to digital solu-
tions that enhance efficien-
cyv”

Airports can  be over-
whelming with bright lights,
continuous announcements,
security  screenings, and
crowded spaces — factors
that can be particularly chal-
lenging for individuals with
Autism Spectrum Disorder
[ASD), Sensory Frocessing
Disorder (SPD), anxiety dis-
orders, Post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD), and other
sensory or mental health

conditions, said a release
issued by Bangalore Inter-
national  Airport  Limited
(BIAL) on Mondav,

Research in sensory regu-
lation and cecupational ther-

apy indicate that even brief
periods (15-30 minutes) in
a calming, sensory-friendly
environment can significant-
Iv alleviate feelings of being
overwhelmed and enhance

well-being, making travel
smoother and more man-
ageable, added the release.

The room was developed
in collaboration with Incluz-
za of EnAble India group.

Dipesh Sutariva, Chair-
man & Managing Director,
Enable India group. said,
“The sensory room is one of
several inclusion initiatives
BIAL has undertaken to en-
sure every kind of passenger
has a good experience. It's
heartening to see accessibil-
ity being driven by thought-
ful, proactive action, We
hope this is the beginning of
more such initiatives across
the country.”
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Strike at 13 German airports
brmgs most ﬂlghts to halt

Passengers are pict uréd in an empty terminal at the Berdin-Brandenburg Alrport &=

AP
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A one-day sirike by warkers
at 13 Germmn airporta. mdud-
ing the Franidwrt md Muonich
huls and of the country™
ather muin  clestinadaom,
cased #he cancdation of
mast fights on Mondoy

The 24-hour walkout
which strted ol muidmght
mvalves public ector
emphness ol (he airports aa
well a8 gmound mnd sscurity
aall.

A Funbdun Alrpors, LG4
of te dn's LUS schedulsd
takeoll and landings had
been cancelled. German news
agency dpa reponed ofting
wirpart trafflic manmgement.

All of Berin Afrparts regu-
br depariures and afmivals

WeTE caricelied, winlke
Iamburg Arport sad na
departures woukd be pomibie
Caologne Bonn  Alrport sasd
there was no regubr pesen-
ger service and Mumich
Airpart advised Innvedlens 1
expect 8 “gresth reduesd
figls «cheduke”

The verdi service workem
union’s sirke alsy Lergeted

the Hamburg Iremen
Hannover, Berin.
s melchred, e tormnd.

Cologne/Bonmn. Ly Halle
Stuttgari and Mumich air-
poria AL the smaller Weese
and Karhruhe Baden-Naden
abrparta anhe securiy
werr b woere callled aul,

The wmin smounced the
wrile on Fridey. Buot m
Hamburg Airport it added a
shart-natice  walkowt on

Sundsy 1 the #rnlke an
Manday arguing hat # awst
ensure e meanrewan of fec-
ne

The mo-aallad “waming
strile=" 3 comwnon (aclic in
German wage tegotiatiom
relaies 10 twa sopamie pay
duputes: negotistions on 4
fiew pa and oconditions
comiract for sirport security
warkers. and 3 wader dispute
over pay for employes of fed-
el and municiml gowm-
menis

The bt ter abreucy has bsd ©
walkouts al CologneBann,
Dueseldirl Hamburg and
Munich asrporia Pay talks in
tnt dispute are due ta remmes
on Frida:, while the nea
round of talls br arport
security workers & expected

o start an March 24
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Adani Airports unveils next-gen
ops centre at Ahm airport

ArPLLAR
———

Adani Arports Holdings Lid
(AAHL). & subsidiory ol Adani
Esvherprines Lid. the Aagship
canparty of the giobally diver-
sified Adani Growup, has tsken
& bald siep kwards dhe future
of adrpart aperations with the
suenful bundh of #ia Next
Gen Airpart  Operationa
Comtral Centre (A0 an-
the-Go, powersd by “svidd)
Adenii Airparts Innovative

Digital Madm
Miniser of Chdl Avtation
Government  of  Indi,

G jarap Rasn Mohan Naidy
maugurated this sgmlican
i bestome M Sardar
Valiabhbha Pated
Imtematioml SV Arpart.
Alunedabad

Trad iomally comfined 10 a
brickc-and-mortar contral
mam, the MMIC hat now
ewnhed inio a dignally smamre
mabdle-fiml. dats-drven plas-
fnn, ensuring real-teme st
aticmal awarenes and ded-
man-rakdng capalilities for
beter phnning. uilhatan
and optienisstion—anytine
amnyw here

Winth ‘sl ok achanioad dig
ial capababes. adrport teumm
and stakeholders can mow
marige aperstions on e go,
wradantg the AT more agille.
repaiave. and elfidem than

ever befare The aviio plat-
form haa been mstacubously
desggned © meel AAHLRW
unique requirements  for
mamging arports st acalke
consdermg a wile runge of
decssan ke, Laersgmg
advanced Al md ML wedhno-
logee, thin pleform sm w0
set a global benchomark for
arpori opemaions aa the
backbome of all dysial trans-
formmation dnitiatiesy

“The banch of Next Gen
AC anthedio powensd by
Aviy & going 1o be a g
changer for Adani Airparia
sgcmss the mthm. We are o
lnger bowumd by physal
spuces— operatimal aontrol i
now 24 our fmgertipa, allow-
ing for bsler respansey seam-
lem ocoomdimtion. and
tmproved efficiency across all
airport fmcsond” sid Jest
Adani Dwectar.  Adand

= i

Asrport Holdmgs Ll

The new ADCC will hwe
dirpari=speciiic madance af
APOC (Adrpont Operations
Comeal) that will suppor sir-
port operations with fenres
such 2a Aimide Stuatsmal
Aw aresiesa Termunal
Siustiomal Awareneu, [hata
and Video Feeds. On-groumd
Anahtics Prediction
Capatality, Red Tome view of
Inepectioms acuss Adrside &
Termimal Side Aset traciing
and lHealth monicring The
aviia platiorn will cater o all
pretent seven sirpors of
AATL s well aa ftn upoaming
afrport 8t Navi Murnbad

From sirdde aperaiom &
passsnger Mow mmanagesnent.
this next-genemtion AT
enmsures smacther o peratiam,
proacthe  decis oo king.
and enlanced collabomtion
between sakehalders
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CSMIAis top-ﬂght

or the eighth year in a row, Chhatrapati Shivaji

Ma haraj intermational Alrport (CSMIA) won the
“‘Best Airport over 40 million passengers’ award in the
Asia-Pacific region, which was conferred by the
Airports Council interna tional as part of the Airport
Servios Quality (ASG) Awards

ASQ Awards Flying high
8 Most prestigious '
global accolades n 4.8 million

aviation mﬂpllmurt

B Honoursnirports u%ﬂue fram 2023
excelling in passenger

service m? 3.2%
Air traffic Year-on-yenr
8 Amadeus, ASQ movemants growth

Py ards evaluate
customer eLpel ehce
based on departures,
arrivals surveys

m Passenger leedback 1,710,000 Record single
gatheredby 3rd party  day pax count ( Dec 21, 2024)
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oida int’l airport to be
opened in May: Minister

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Noida Interna-
tional airport in Jewar is likely to
be inaugurated in May, civil avi-
ation minister Ram Mohan
Naidu said on Tuesday.

“Weare on track for the inau-
guration of the Noida airport,
and will launch it in May,” Naidu
told HT.

The minister’s remark comes
days after HT on March 7
reported that commercial opera-
tions at the airport, which were
earlier scheduled to start on
April 17, were set to be delayed
as the aviation regulator Direct-
orate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) will issue the aerodrome
licence only by April 30.

At least two officials aware of
the developments told HT that
the airport is currently gearing
for a final inspection by DGCA to
get the aerodrome licence, and it
is likely to be inaugurated on
May 15.

“The AIP (aeronautical infor-
mation publication) is effective
May 15, which means that the
airport will be inaugurated any-
time from May 15 till the month

The foundation stone for the project was laid in November 202117

end. Commencement of regular
commercial flight operations
may take some more time,” one
of the officials said, on condition
of anonymity.

An AIP is a legal and authen-
tic declaration by the govern-
ment of India of an airport com-
ing into existence, for the public
at large and the aviation industry
in particular.

HT has seen the AIP issued by
the Airports Authority of India
(AAI).

“Publishing of the AIP is mov-

ing a step closer to receiving the
aerodrome licence for the air-
port. The DGCA will now con-
duct an inspection before issuing
the aerodrome licence. There
will be an inspection from the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) as well,” the official said.

Spread across 1,334 hectares,
the Noida international airport
—a flagship project of the Uttar
Pradesh government — is situ-
ated in Jewar, around 35km
from Greater Noida along the
Yamuna Expressway. It will be

the third commercial airportin
the National Capital Region
(NCR) after Delhi's Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) airport
and the Hindon airport in Ghazi-
abad.

The foundation stone for the
project was laid in November
2021, and the validation flight —
a crucial step to verify an air-
port's approach procedures, the
accuracy and functionality of its
navigational aids, and air traffic
control systems —was success-
fully completed in December last
year.

Asecond official aware of the
matter said that the construction
of the terminal building at the
Noida airport is currently behind
schedule.

“The air side of the airport is
ready. However, work related to
the terminal building is the main
area that needs to be focused on,
and is running behind schedule.
The pending interiors of the air-
port building are why flights will
begin at a later date, much after
the date of inauguration,” the
second official said.

“We are in talks with the gov-
ernment to finalise a date for
inauguration,” the official said.
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AERODROME LICENCEEXPECTED IN MAY

Noida International Airport
set to miss second deadline

NEETIKA JHA

NOIDA, MARCH 11
THEMOIDAIntematio nal Airport
in Uttar Pradesh’s Jewar district
i set tomiss its second deadline
for launch, The aerod mme li-
cence for the operations of the
flights is scpected in May, offi-
clalssaid on Tuesday a day after
Uttar Pradesh Chiel Minkister
Yoz Aditvanathchaired a meet-
ing in Lucknow o discuss the
progress al theairpor site.

The airport was expected o
be opened to the pubic in April
after the October 2004 deadline
was missed,

In a statement on Toesday,
MNobda International Airport CEQ
Christoph Schnellmann was
fuoted as saying, “Thenexl ma-
jor milestone is the granting of
theaemd rame license, expecied
in May The airportwill begin op-
erations with domeste Oights,
with internatio nal routes o fol-
lowin the subsequent monthe”

Last vear, inNovember, Nosda
International Airport Limited
(MIAL) CED Arun Vir $ngh said
that the aerodrome ieence was
expected by March 20 and that
thie airpaort operations would be-
gin any day before April 17, "The

The Jewar airport had indtially missed the October 2024
deadline for the laundh. Fie

flights will beginanymime afier
March 20 and befare April 17, For
now, three mtemational Mights
have been scheduled for Day 1
We areconsidening imtema tional
ights for Europe and the Pacific
region,” he had said ar the time,

Monday's meeting, chained
bythe CM, wasattended by Tata
Sons chairman N
Chandrisekaran, Tata PFrogects

MWD and CEO Vinayak Pai. Civil
Aviation Secretary V Vualnam,
and Zurich Intemational Airpornt
MD Darniel Bircher, apart from
Schnellmann,

When The bndiom Egaess coni-
tacted UP Chief Secretary Manay
KumarSingh o seek the detalls
of the meeting, he refused to
comiment on the matter,

The NIAL CEQ had earlier re-

Last year, in November,
MNoida International
Airport Limited (NIAL)
CEOAmnVir Singh said
that the aerodrome

licence was expected by
March20

marked that the #ightschedule,
numberoflights and categones
of services were Likely to be fi-
nalisedat thatmest ing. “Acom-
prehensive report oo thecumrent
status of Noida International
Airport weill be presented before
the CM," Singh had said.

The latest statement by
Schnellmannakn highlights that
the airport is making steady
progeess iowards operational
readiness,  “The Airpors
Authority of India { AALT 15 ad
vancing its work in the air traffic
contrml ower, while construc-
tionaf the passenger terminal
anidl associated infl@astmictiure is
progressing well” he said,

“Dhscussions are ongoing
with the stateand the Centre re-
garding the start of commercial
operations,.” he added
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Govt working on ‘template model’
to set up more airports, says Naidu

NEW DELHI: With increas-
ing air traffic and expanding
atreraft fleet, the governmen!
i planning to pul in place a
“template model” for setting up
more atrports, induding those
dedicated for cargo and flying
training organisations.

India, one of the worlds
fastest-prowing civil aviation
markets, currently has 159 oper-
ational airports while domestic
aitlines have placed orders for
over 1,700 planes.

Against this backdrop, Civil
Awviation Minister K Rammo-
han Naidu on Tuesday said the
ministry is “actively working
on creating a template moded
where we can have different
kinds of airports”,

The idea is 1o have different

categories of airports, includ-
ing those for cargo and Flying
Training Organisations (FTCs).

On the sidelines of an event
in the national capital, Naidu
said the government is looking
to create & multi-mode system
and that thiere are a lot of tech-
nical aspects involved.

Toa query on whether more
airports are el Lo be privatised,
the mindster said privatisation is

a separale 155ue, and the efforts
are tov creale more airports,

“Land is a challenge in many
places. .. we are trying o ensure
air connectivity to all regions
and wherever pm.'si:b.lr. We can
taper down the land require-
ment_.. (for instance like hav-
ing) a small airport where we
can operate an ATR," he noted.

Domestic air passenger
traffic stood at little over 1613
crore in 2024 while the current
Neet of domestic airflines is over
800 pla.nts.

In response to queries
related to certain recent inci-
dents 1'.11vuh-'mg Adr India, Naidu
said whenever there are issues,
those are discussed and feed-
back is also sought from the
airline concerne FTI
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Cabbies boycott airport
trips, passengers suffer

Times Mews NeTwoRK

Hyderabad: A sudden boy-
cott by Telangana Gig and
Platform Workers' Union
(TGPWL) of airport trips on
major ride-hailing platforms
left passengers stranded at
Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport (RGIA). TGPWLU sa-
id the boveott was over alle-
ped unfair earnings by plat-
forms and working condi-
tions of ride-hailing drivers,

“Driversarestrugglingto
make ends meet. Until the
platforms ensure fair pay, we
will not take airport trips,”
said Sheikh Salauddin, pre-
sidentof the union.

With app-based taxis una-
vailable, many travellers had
nochoiee but to rely on priva-

te taxi operators, who repor-
tedly took advantage of the
situation by charging exorbi-
tant fares, shared distressed

PasSENgers,

Passengers arriving late
at night or in the early hours
were the worst affected, as
public transport options we-
re limited. “I landed at 1lam
and I couldn’t find a single
cab,” said Rumiza Sheikh, a
passenger from Delhi. *1 had

nochoice but totake a private
cab, which charged me 1,100
for aride to Banjara Hills "

For students and budget
travellers, the situation was
even more distressing. Re-
becca Mivajiwala, a postgra-
duate student from Bengalu-
ri, found hersell stuck for
hours. 1 kept refreshing my
app, hoping a driver would
acceplmy request, but noone
did. Finally, a private taxidri-
veragreed todropmeat Ame-
erpet for 21,300 —way beyond
miy budget,” she said.

These passengers shared
that they had the option of
the Pushpak bus, which char-
pesalesseramount; however,
due to increased demand, the
bus wasnotenough toaccom-
madate the erowd,
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Polythene bags, rags behind clogged loos

in Chicago-Delhi flight: Air India probe

NN DL, MUARCHE B0
Dayzs after its Delhi-bound air-
crafl retumed to Chicago due
tounservicenble livatones, Amr
Inlia on Morwday sair its peoke
found that polvthene hags
rage. and clothes had been
flushed down and were stuck
in the plumbing,

On March 6, AI26 fom
Chicago to Delhi returned Lo
the US oty ufler baing airbame
for more than 10 hours, The
flight wais soaring over Gresn-
Innd when 11 outof its 12 toikbs

NY-BOUND FLIGHT RETURNS AFTER BOMB THREAT

WA Mew Yorkbaund Alrindia fight was forced to etim o Mumbst,
alght hours ater it took off, following & security theat mid flight

WThealreraft, camying 303 passengers and 19 crew members, was
fhving over Azeddaijan whan the crewwas alered of potential sk

W Upan landng in Mumbal security sgencles swiftly initiatad bomb
detection procedures, afterwhich the threat was deemeda hoax

became moperative, leavang
neearly 300 passeng ers with just
a single functional lavitory: To
make matters worse, the only
wurking restmom was n the
busineis dasgsection sporking

chans among tavellers

In adetaild fabement on thie
air retummn of ATL, Adr Indis on
Mondny said eight of the 12
kmvatonesin thearomft became
unservicephle, coising disoome-

fort o all on board By the ime,
the airemft was overflving the
Aflontic, lmving points in
Europe as polential oties o
divert to. However due o
restrictions on night opemons
al European airports it was
decided o divert back 1o Chics-
20" Ax partof our nvestig sthon,
our teams found polythens
Lz, s and chothess that had
been flushed down and stuckin
the plumbing . This led the nae
tones to  beome unsaviee
able” it s —TNS
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New York-bound Al flight

returns to Mumbai
15 flights received hoax bomb threats in 2025

MUMEBAI March 10: A
New York-bound Air India
flight, carrying 303 passen-
gers, returned to the city on
Monday morning after being
airborne for nearly nine hours
following a bomb threat, ac-
cording to officials.

A passenger spotted anote
with the message “There1sa
homb in the flight’ wnitten on
it mside one of the lavatonies
and alerted the crew, a Sahar
police official here said and
added that the aircraft made
an emergency landig.

The Boeing 777-300 ER
aircraft landed safely at the
Mumbai airport at 10.25 am.

“Nothing suspicious has
been found (so far) and we
are conducting the investiga-
tion,” the official said.

Further, the official said
they were in the process of
registering an FIR against an

unidentified person in con-
nection with the matter.

There were 322 persons,
mcluding 19 crew members,
in the Boeing 777-300 ER
aircraft, a source said.

In a statement in the morn-
ing, Air India said, "A poten-
tial security threat was detect-
ed mid-flight on Al119 oper-
ating Mumbai-New York
(JFK) on Monday. After fol-
lowing the necessary proto-
cols, the flight air-returned to
Mumban, in the interest of the
safety and secunty of all on

Meanwhile, as per data
provided to the Rajya Sabha
by the civil aviation ministry
on Monday, at least 15 flights
of various airhines have re-
cewved hoax homb threats
this vear, taking the total tal-
ly of such threats to 833 since
2020.-PTI
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KIA introduces sensory room for inclusive travel

0 address challenges faced by in-
leru,!u::ls with sensory or mental

health conditions, and promote
inclusive air travel, Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport (KIA) has introduced
a first-of-its-kind sensory room.

Located near the 080 international
lounge at level 4 of terminal 2, the sen-
sory room is a space tailored for neu-
rodivergent passengers and individuals
with sensory sensitivities.

“The addition of the sensory room
aligns with our mission to create a
seamless and stress-free experience for
every traveller, ensuring that inclusiv-
ity is not just a feature but a core value
for us,” said Hari Marar, Managing Di-
rector and Chief Executing Officer of
Bangalore International Airport Lim-

The sensory room is curated to
cater to varying sensory needs,
ensuring adaptability and
inclusivity for all users

ited (BIAL).

Backed by behavioural science
and occupational therapy research,
the sensory room is expected to pro-
vide a calming, engaging, and thera-
peutic environment for individuals
with sensory sensitivities. BIAL, in a

release, highlighted that research in
sensory regulation and occupational
therapy indicates that even brief pe-
riods (15-30 minutes) in a calming,
sensory-friendly environment can
significantly alleviate feelings of be-
ing overwhelmed, and enhance well-
being, making travel smoother and
more manageable. This benefit helps
neurodivergent children and adults
alike, allowing them to navigate their
travel experiences with greater case
and comfort.

Developed in collaboration with
Incluzza, the initiative highlights the
importance of sensory-friendly spaces
in improving emotional regulation,
reducing stress, and enhancing overall
travel experiences. -BMB
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Sakthi, Diamond formJVto
manufacturetrainer aircraft

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 11 March

Sakthi Aircraft Industry, a joint venture
between Coimbatore-based Sakthi Group
and Austria’s Diamond Aircraft Industries,
is set to manufacture 150 trainer aircraft in
Hisar, Haryana.

Sakthi Aircraft Industry signed an MoU
with the Aero Club of India (ACI) to supply
200 DA40 NG trainer aircraft to Flying
Training Organisations (FTOs), in New
Delhi. ACIwill serve as the central aggrega-
tor, consolidating demand, managing air-
craft allocation, and facilitating handovers
to FTOs.

As part of this arrangement, Sakthi will
manufacture 200 aircraft exclusively for ACL.
Under its joint venture, at least 150 of these
will be produced at its facility in Hisar, while
the remaining units will be manufactured at
Diamond’s facility in Austria. Vaibhav D, chief
executive officer, Sakthi Aircraft Industry,

‘India will need 30K
pilots in 15-20 years'
Indiawill need30,000 g
pilotsin the next15-20
years as domestic

airlines have more
than1,700 planeson
orderasthey expand

their network, Civil

Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu said on Tuesday. He
also said that officials are verifying various
aspects of 38 Flying Training Organisations
and these organisations will be rated. PTI

told Business Standard: “We are currently
investingI500 crore in the project. Over the
next2 to 3 years, as the facility expands, our
total investment is expected to reach 31,500
102,000 crore.”
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Al Flight returns to Chicago

due to unserviceable lavatory

New Delhi, March 10: Days
after its Delhi-bound aircrafi
returned to Chicago due to
unserviceable lavatories,
Air India on Monday said its

robe found that polythene
Eags-. rags, and clothes had
been flushed down and were
stuck in the plumbing.

On March 6 All126 from
Chicago to Delhi returned to
the US city and on that day,
the airline said the air
return was due to a techni-
cal issue,

The same day, a source
aware of the development
said that the aircraft to
return, as many of the lava-
tories were clogged.

In a detailed statement on
the air return of Al126, Air
India on Monday said about
an hour and forty-five min-
utes into the flight, the crew
reported some of the lavato-
ries in Business and
Economy Class to be unser-
viceable.

« ON MARCH 6, Al126 from
Chicago to Delhi returned
to the US city, the airline
said the air return was due
to a technical issue.

111 'It'lielﬂlll.lli gamaled
atp ene bags, rags,
and es that had

been flushed down the
plane’s lavatories.

= SUBSEQUENTLY, eight of
the 12 lavatories in the
aircraft became
unserviceable, causing
discomfort to all on board.

“Subsequently, eight of
the 12 lavatories in the
aircraft became unservice-
able, causing discomfort to
all on board,” the statement
said.

By this time, the aircraft
was overilying the Atlantic,
leaving points in Europe as
potential cities to divert to.
However, due to restrictions
on night operations at most
of the European airports, it
was decided to divert back to

Chicago, Air India said and
added that the decision to
divert was taken entirely in
the interest of passenger
comfort and safety.

“We are aware of some
social media posts about the
unserviceable lavatories on
Al128 operating from Chic-
ago to Delhi on 05 March
2025 that caused the flight's
diversion back to its origin,
Chicago O'Hare Interna-
tional Airport. — PTI
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Spl flight
brings back

270 Indians

DC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 10

A special flight will
bring back about 270
Indians who were res-
cued from cyberfraud
operators in Thailand
on Monday A second
flight will bring back
another 270 Indians on
Tuesday These 540
Indians, including 42
from the Telugu states,
were trapped in cafés in
Thailand. Sources said
swift arrangements
were made to bring back
the Indians due to the
efforts of Union minis-
ter of state Bandi Sanjay
Kumar. The Indians
were token to Mae Sot,
Thailand, from where
ﬂwﬁ; wonld be flown to
Delhi. The case came to
light when Madhukar
Reddy, a young man
from Rangapet village,
Telangana, was reported
to be trapped in one such
café called his family
members.
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Flight returned to Chicago due
to 8 clogged toilets: Air India

NEW DELHI, PTI: Days after its
Delhi-bound aircraft returned
to Chicago due to unservice-
able lavatories, Air India on
Monday said its probe found
that polythene bags, rags, and
clothes had been flushed down
andwerestuckin the plumbing.

On March 6, AIlI26 from
Chicago to Delhi returned to
the UScityalter beingairborne
for more than 10 hours and on
that day, the airline said the air
return was due to a technical
issue.

Thesameday theairerafthad
toreturn, asmany of thelavato-
rieswere clogged.

In a detailed statement on
the air return of AI126, Air In-
dia on Monday said that about
an hour and forty-five minutes
into the flight, the crew report-
edsome ofthelavatoriesin Busi-
ness and Economy Class to be
unserviceable.

“Subsequently, eight of the
12 lavatories in the aircraft be-
came unserviceable, causing
discomfort toall on board,” the
statement said.

By this time, the aircraft was
overflying the Atlantic, leaving
points in Europe as potential
cities todivert to. However, due
Lo restrictions on night opera-
tions at most of the European
airports, itwasdecided todivert
back to Chicago, Air India said
and added that the decision to
divert was taken entirely in the
interest of passenger comfort
and safety.

“We areawareofsomesocial
media posts about the unser-
viceable lavatories on Al126 op-
erating from Chicago to Delhi
on 05 March 2025 that caused
the flight’s diversion back to its
origin, Chicago O'Hare Interna-
tional Airport. “Wewould liketo
confirm thataspartofourinves-
tigation into the incident, our
teams found polythene bags,
rags, and clothes that had been
flushed down and stuck in the
plumbing. This led the lavato-
ries to become unserviceable,”
the statement said.

On March 6, Air India said
the AI126 air returned due toa
“technical issue™.

NY-bound flight returns to Mumbai
after being airborne for 9 hrs

A New York-bound Air India flight, carrying 303 passen-
gers, returned to Mumbai on Monday morning after being
airborne for nearly nine hours following a bomb threat,

according to officials.

Nothing suspicious was found after the aircraft was
thoroughly checked by security agencies A passenger
spotted a note with the message "“There is a bomb in the
flight'written on it inside one of the lavatories and alerted
the crew, a Sahar police official said and added thatthe
aircraft made an emergency landing.
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US Airlines
Slash Forecasts
as Economic
Concerns Grow

Miore LIS airlines cut Thedr ear-
nangs estimates on Toesday,
follewing a similar announcesment
Trom Delta Abr Lines, saying
moUNting econpmic Lncertainty
|hiars b o puliback in corporate
N CONSLIMer Spending.

Theey also wamed that near-term
eonomic pressures would
promps the iIndustry g further
reduce capacity after the summer
travvel peak (o prevent any dis-
counting pressure.

U5 consumer and business
conrience has weakened ger
the faflout from tariffs imperied
by Presioent Donald Trumg and
threats of aoditionsl levies. and
inreasing concednng about higher
prices. The Atlanta Federal feeser
ve'iciasely foliowed GOPNow
racker sugRests the econanmy
could shrank inihe first three
marths of the year. Since travel
spending chosely tracks broader
SLOMMIC achnvily, INVESIDrs and
analystssay adowmturn would
ipell troutle for the airling in-
dustry. Camiers revenue from
REverniment has already taken a
it dise boa crachdown on federal
spending singe Trump s Teturn o
e Whibe bioUse.

SEconomic mnoertainty isabig
hedl,” American Airfines CEQ
Rabert lsom sakd 38 a JPsongan
imdurtry conference. om and
Deita CEQ Exd Bastian b0 mentho-
raixdd recent air crirshies and vwoeat-
heesr evsenis a2 Taciors behind weak
travel demand. Rewters



HTIa 'Taﬁrmzizi_ulﬁmm

AIRFORTISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES DELHT 12 MARCH 2025

‘India will Need
30,000 Pilots
in15-20 Years'

New Delhi: India will need 30,000
pilots in the next 15-20 yvears as do-
mestic aidines have more than
1,700 planes on order as they ex-
pand their network, civil aviation
minister K Rammohan Naidu said
on Tuesday,

Asserting that the ministry is
working with a collective appro-
ach for the aviation industry he al-
50 said that officials are verifving
various aspects of 38 Flying Trai-
ning Organisations (FDOs) and
these organlaations will be pated.

The minister was speaking at a
function to mark the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding
(Mol for an order for 200 trainer
abreraft. Indian aifines have pla-
ced orders for more than 1,700 air-
craft and currently; there are over
BO0 planes, Naidu said,

Presently, there are 6,000-7,000
working pilots amd the country
will need 30,000 pilots in the next 15
to 20 vears, the minister said and
alsopitched tor making India a tra-
ining hub —PT1
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Al flight returns with clogged loos

FPJ News Service
(AN A E N
| ————
Afler ita Delhi-bound sirarall
returned o Chicago doe o ui-
servicenble bvatonss, A Indis
mid Monda tha an owestizs-
tion found polvibhene bhags
rags. and dathes Bushed down
the wil=ts had clogped the
phumbing

Owt March 6 Al from
Chicago to Dedbd torned back

after beng adrbarsie for aver
:mFuun.Al!]lt dre e dr-
lines cited a "technical 1eme”
while a sowrce tald P11 that
muliple bwlones were
chogmed

Pronading mare detadls, Air
Imclin s tated thad one howr and
forty-five mmues mio e
Might crew membens =-
portad bvatory maliuncions
# bath Busines and Hoon-
amy (Jaw Evenivally aghi

au of the 12 lmatories beqme
unumble causing signilicant
dinommlart o s geri

Widh the asroraht over the
Athmtc FEwopesn asirporis
were mmsadered foar dversim.
Hoawever, due 10 night aper-
ation restnctions, the sirdine
decided 0 re=turn o Chicaga in
the mteres of passenger com-
foriand mfehy,

P Contdon | nstion

Al flight returns...

“Weare aware aliod d medi deciss s rezard ing e unsesr~
vicehls basaiersen ain Al fror (hicag 1o Delliion March &
ik, which jed © s return © Ohicigo (THare Inmernadionl
Asrport” Adr India stated

“Aa pant of our Envestigation. our leans fand polvthene
hage rage. and dothes Bushed down the knsudorie, cuusing
severe plumbin g Blockages” it ad ded

Arr Indin wgel passergen t0 wee maories Tonky lor thesr
intended purposs” noting Ut previows flgghts had
enaimiered sindar soey with olpeck such st blarkets
mirierwear wid dipers bewn g o perly disposed ol

Accordimg 0 fght saclang website Fhghindard, the
Mgl waas cperaied wiith o Bossrg 77020 FR and retumed
Chicagn alter beimny arbame for morethan ten howra
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Alflight to NY returns to city
after bomb hoax found in toilet

Police have taken
handwriting
specimens of all the
passengers to find out
who wrote the chit

Neha LM Tripathi
htmumbai@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI: An Air
India New York (JFK) bound
flight from Mumbai had to
return to Mumbai, eight hours
after taking off, due to a bomb
threat that was later declared to
be a hoax. The Boeing 777 air-
craft with at least 320 people on
board was flying over Azerbai-
jan when the flight had to head
back to Mumbai.

“A potential security threat
was detected mid-flight on AT

operating Mumbai-New York
(JFK) today, 10 March 2025.
After following the necessary
protocols, the flight air-re-
turned to Mumbai, in the inter-
est of the safety and security of
all on board. The flight landed
safely back in Mumbai at 1025
Hrs (local time),” an Air India
spokesperson said on Monday.
As a standard operating pro-
cedure, the aircraft underwent
mandatory checks by security
agencies, before the threat was
declared as a hoax. The Sahar
police have registered a case
against an unknown person
under sections 125 (endangering
life or personal safety of others),
351 (4) (criminal intimidation)
and 353 (1) (b) (statements con-
ducing to public mischief) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and
section 13 (1) B of the Unlawiul
Activities (Prevention) Act.

A total of 728 hoax bomb threats were received by airline

operators across India in 2024.

“We have recorded state-
ments of several people as well
as taken handwriting specimens
of the passengers on the flight to
verify who has written the chit
found in the toilet,” said a police
ofticer. “As of now it has not
been clear as to who has written
the chit, but we will send the
chit to handwriting experts to

PIC FOR REPRESENTATION

verify and find out who wrote it.
It seems that one of the passen-
gers might have written it but
unless the person is identified
we cannot confirm.”

An Airline official close to the
matter said, “One of the operat-
ing crew noticed the threat writ-
ten on a tissue in one of the
washrooms. The episode was

reported to the pilot in com-
mand after which a call was
taken to fly the aircraft back to
Mumbai.”

The airline spokesperson said
that the flight had been resched-
uled to operate on Tuesday, 11
March at 5am. ... all passengers
have been offered hotel accom-
modation, meals, and other
assistance until then. Our col-
leagues on the ground are mak-
ing sure to minimise the incon-
venience caused to our passen-
gers by this disruption. As
always, Air India accords the

highest priority to the safety of
passengers and crew,” the
spokesperson added.

A total of 728 hoax bomb
threats were received by airline
operators across India in 2024,
Murlidhar Mohol, minister of
state for civil aviation, had said
in parliament last month.
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Bomb hoax makes Air India
flight return to Mumbai

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Air India’s Mumbai-New
York flight was forced to re-
turn on Monday after two
notes were found aboard
with bomb threats that
were later pronounced a
hoax by security agencies.

The flight took off at 1.45
a.m. from Mumbai, and
landed back at 10.25 a.m.
local time after which it un-
derwent mandatory
checks by security
agencies.

“The flight has been res-
cheduled to operate at 5
a.m. on March 11, 2025,
and all passengers have
been offered hotel accom-
modation, meals, and oth-
er assistance until then,”
Air India said in a
statement.

Long, arduous exercise

A note was found inside a
lavatory and another on a
seat, a security agency

A note was found inside a
lavatory and another on a seat,
a security agency source says.

source said. After a 10-hour
security drill, the threats
were declared a hoax. The
exercise is a long and ardu-
ous one for all, including
passengers, which involves
taking the aircraft to an iso-
lation bay, where each lug-
gage item is removed and
reconciled with passengers
to find if there is suspicious
baggage, following which
passengers are boarded on
a coach and sent to the ter-
minal building while secur-
ity agencies physically in-

spect the aircratft.

Another Chicago-Delhi
flight of Air India was
forced to return and land
at the airport of origin on
March 5 after a 10-hour
flight due to unserviceable
lavatories.

Airline teams found
“polythene bags, rags, and
clothes that had been
flushed down and stuck in
the plumbing”.

On other instances, the
airline has found blankets,
innerwear, and diapers,
among other waste, being
flushed down the toilets.

Air India flight Al 126
took off from Chicago
O’'Hare International Air-
port at 16.35 hours (UTC).
About an hour and 45 mi-
nutes into the flight, the
crew reported some of the
lavatories in Business and
Economy Class to be
unserviceable.

Misuse of toilets is a
common complaint from
airline staff.
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“India will need 30.000

pilots in 15-20 vears’

NEW DELHI: lndia will need
30,000 pilots in the next 15-20
years as domestic airlines have
mire than 1,700 planes on order
a8 they expand their network,
Civil Aviation Minister K Ram-
muohan Naidi satd on Tuesday.

Asserting that the minis-
try ts working with a collective
approach for the aviation indus-
try, healso said that officials are
verilving varlous aspects of 38
Flying Training Organisations
(FTOx) and these organisations
will be rated.

The minister was speak-
ing at a function o mark the
signing of a Mol for an order
for 200 trainer atrerafl. Indian
airlines have placed orders for
mare than 1,700 aircraft and
currently, there are over 800

planes, Naidu said.

Presently, there are 6,000-
7.000 working pilots and the
country will need 30,000 pilots
in the next 15 o 20 years, the
minister said and also pitched
for making India a training hub,

India is one of the worlds
fastest growing civil aviation
miarkets. According to the min-
ister, efforts are being made to
calegorise airports, indud-
ing the possibility of having
dedicated airports for cargo
and FTOs. Fil
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Al Express expands fleet to 100 planes

In a release on Monday, the airline said it will be
operating over 500 dailv flights by the end of this month

NEW DELHI: Air India
Express now has 100 planes in
its fleet by inducting another
Boeing 737-8 aircraft, which
operated its first flight on Ben-
galuru-Hindon route.

In a release on Monday, the
airline said it will be operat-
ing over 500 daily flights by the
end of this month across a fast-
expanding network of 54 desti-
nations across India, the Middle
East and Southeast Asia.

From a fleet of 26 Boeing
737 NGs and 28 A320 aircraft
in January 2022, when the air-
line was taken over by the Tata
Group, the carrier’s has almost
doubled its fleet to 100 aircraft,

according to the release.

The 100th aircraft, featur-
ing ‘Chittara’ tail art inspired
by Karnataka’s traditional mural
painting, was flagged off by
the airline’s Managing Direc-
tor Aloke Singh at Bengalu-
ru's Kempegowda International
Airport.

“In just over three years
since privatisation, we inte-

grated and merged the LCC
(low cost carrier) airlines, while
scaling up rapidly with a mod-
ern and fuel-efficient fleet,
broad basing our domestic net-
work, deepening and expanding
our Middle East and Southeast
Asia routes.

“Today, we have a formida-
ble presence in the India market
focused towards tier 2 and tier
3 cities, the emerging hotspots
of the economy, playing a piv-
otal role in the next stage of
India’s aviation growth story,
Sindgh said. Air India Express

1d AIX Connect (formerly
AirAsia India) were integrated
last year. 1]
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Govt to set up SPV for aircraft
manufacturing in India: Naidu

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment is in the process of setting
a special purpose vehicle (SPV)
for making regional transport
aircraft, Civil Aviation Minis-
ter K Rammohan Naidu said
on Monday as he asserted that
necessary policies are in place
for India to manufacture planes
and its components.

Replying to questions in the
Rajya Sabha, the minister high-
lighted the steps taken by the
government to promote air-
craft component manufactur-
ing and MRO (Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul) activi-
ties, including having a uniform
IGST rate.

India is one of the world’s
fastest growing civil aviation
markets and domestic carriers
have placed orders for more
than 1,500 planes as they
expand their fleets to meet ris-
ing air traffic demand.

e have changed the
thought process that we have
when it comes to manufactur-
ing of aircraft. We are saying
that India is at the stage right
now where we can manufac-
ture, we can design and we can
maintain an aircraft,” Naidu
said.

Elaborating about the way
forward, the minister said
the government has adopted
a holistic approach and is in
the process of setting a Spe-

As the government
pushes ahead

with the Make In
India initiatives,
the TDP leader
also emphasised
that states are

the key players

cial Purpose Vehicle (SPV) for
manufacturing regional trans-
port aircraft. “We have a plan
to create an SPV for five years,
which is going to bring in all
the necessary stakeholders...
study the existing picture in
the country and create a road
map...,” he said and added that
the idea is to make the aircraft
in five years.

As the government pushes
ahead with the Make In India
initiatives, the TDP leader also
emphasised that states are the

key players. While stressing
that skilling is also important,
Naidu mentioned that there
are 38 working FTOs (Flying
Training Organisations) and
the focus is to create an ecosys-
tem for manufacturing aircraft
components. In a written reply,
Naidu said the development of
the indigenous 19-seater Light
Transport Aircraft Saras Mk2 is
under progress at CSIR-NAL.

“The Saras MK2 initiative
has a collaboration and part-
nership with HAL. The aircraft
has significant indigenous com-
ponents and technologies like
advanced composite wing,
composite and light weight
material airframe, avionics,
display and communication
system,” he added. Further, the
minister said the production
and manufacturing activities
of aircraft with its indigenous
content are envisaged to pro-
mote indigenous civil aircraft
component manufacturing in
the country.
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India will require 30,000 pilots in next
15-20 years: Aviation minister Naidu

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ Mew Delhi

INDIA will need 30,000 pilots
in the next 15-20 years, said
Civil Aviation Minister Ram-
maohan Naidu on Tuesday He
stated that Indian airines havwe
placed orders for more than
1,700 aireraft and currently
there are over 800 planes.
“Presently, there are &,000-
7.000 working pilots and the
country will need 30,000 pilots
In the next 15 to 20 years,"” the
minister snid while pitching for
making India a training hub.
MNaldu, speaking ata lunetion to
mark the signing of a Memo-
randum of Understanding

(MoLT) for an arder for 200 train
er aircraft, sald that efforts are
being made to categorise air-
parts, including the possibility
of having dedicated airports for
cargo and Flying Training Or-
ganiztion (FTOs).
Coilmbatore-based Sakthi
Adreraft Indusiry Private Lim-
ited (SATPL) and the Aero Club
of India (ACI) on Tuesday
signed a Moll to mamfaciure
and supply 200 Diamond Didd
NG trainer alreralt In India
SAIPL, in a joint venture
with Diamond Ajreraft Indus-
try, Austria, will set up manu-
facturing facility in India to
produce, susain, and provide

comprehensive lifecycle sup
port fior the DA4D NG.

SAIPL will commence daliv-
eries by May 2045, with an ini-
tlal target of 70 aircraft by the
end of 2025, and subsequently
scaleup to produce 100 alrcraft
annually The collaboration s
projected to train 1,000 pilots
annually and 10,040 pilots over
the next 10 vears, equipping
them to operate the entire
range of commercial aireraft

The avlation minister in a
Rajya Sabha reply also said
the government is in the proc-
ess of setting a special pur-
pose vehicle (SPV) for making
regional transport aircraft.
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Al rough ride, clogged
toilets to threat return

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: A New York-
bound Air India Night re-
turned to Mumbai on Monday
after a bomb threat note was
found inside its toilet.

On Thursday, a flight from
Chicago to Delhi had to turn
back after being airborne
for over 10 hours because of
clogeed lavatories, adding to
the list of inconveniences that
passengers of the carrier have
been facing of late.

On Monday’s disruption,
a spokesperson for Air India
said a potential security threat
was detected midNight and it
returned to Mumbai “in the in-
terestof the safety and security
of all on board”. Sources said
there were 322 people on bosard,
Including 19 crew members, in
the Boeing 777-300 ER airerall

Responding to gueries
about the Chicago-Delhi
flight, an Air India spokes-
person sald the aircraf had to
return after eight of its 12 lav-
atories became unserviceable.
A probe found that polythene
bags, rags and clothes that had
been flushed down the tollets
had got stuck in the plumbing.

“About an hour and for-
ty-five minutes into the Might,
the crew reported some of the
lovatories in the business and
economy classes 1o be unser-
viceable. Subsequently, eight
of the 12 lavatories in the air.
craft became unserviceable,
causing discomfort to all on
board,” the spokesperson sajd.

“By this time, the aircraft

wasflyingover the Atlantic, leav-
ing points in Europe as potential
cities to diverrt ta. However, due
to restrictions on night opera-
tions at most of the European
alrports, it was decided to divert
back o Chicagn.”

Upon landing in Chicago,
passengers were provided im-
mediate assistance, Including
hotel accomimodation and al-
ternative flight options to con-
tinue their journey to Delhi,
the airline said.

The two incidents come
close on the heels of com-
plaints about the airline's sub-
standard in-Mlight amenities
and services,

Union agriculture minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan
had last month complained
about a “broken” seat allotted
to him, “I am not concerned
about my discomfort, but
charging passengers full fare
and then making them sit on
defective and uncomfortable
seats is unethical. Isn't this
a form of deception lowards
passengers?” Chouhan posted
on X on February 22

The cvil aviation ministry
had sought a response fram Alr
India on the issue. The airline
had also apologised to Chouhan
for the “inconvenienoe”,

Several flyers have since
shared on social media their
dissatisfactory travel experi-
ences with Air India.

A woman recently posted
on X about the non-availabili-
ty of a pre-booked wheelchair
that resulted in the fall of her
82-year-old grandmother at
Dehi airport.

Air India later cited un-
precedented peak demand for
a 15-minute delay in providing
the wheelchair to the elderly
lady. The airline said the wom-
an’'s claim of having waited
for an hour for the wheelchair
was baseless,

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation had imposed
a penalty of 230 lakh on Air
India in December for install-
ing and operating a Boeing air
craft with an external livery
without its permission

Shakti Lumba, a retired
airline official and the current
president of the Professional
Pilots Society, blamed the ris-
ing complaints on the old flest
being operated by Air India.
“The problem is with old air-
craft. They are slowly upgrad-
ing the planes but it will take
time,” hesaid,

Lumba said many Alir
Indin employees took volun-
tary retirement aller the Tata
Group took over the debt-rid-
denaidine in 2022 and were re-
placed by inexperienced and
poorly trained stafl.
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Air India woes

W NEW DELH: A New York-
bound Alr India flight
returned to Mumbai on
Monday after a bomb
threat note was found in-
gide its tollet. On Thurs-
day, a flight from Chicago
to Delhi had to tum back
10 full hours after being
airborne because of
clogged lavatories. These
incidents come close on
the heels of complainis
regarding the services be
ing offered by Air India,
including one from Union
minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan. NATION
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