e

AIRPORTS AUTH

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ASSAM TRIBUNE GUWAHAT T el S HERRVA R D056

Relay cycling expedition

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATTI, Feb 10: The
AAI all India Relay Cycling
Expedition 2025-26, a flag-
ship National-level fitness
and environmental aware-
ness initiative of the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI), was flagged off from
Guwahati by the regional
executive director, North
Eastern Region (RED-
NER), AAL in the presence
of the regional director, Bu-
reau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (RD-BCAS), Guwahati.

The expedition is being
conducted under the aegis of
the AAI Sports Control
Board (AAISCE), New Del-
hi and is orgamized by RSCB-
NER with participation of
pan India AAI officials.

The theme of the expedi-
tion, “Pedalling for Blue
Skies,” which reflects AAI's
commitment towards envi-
ronmental sustainability, clean
air, and promotion of eco-
friendly modes of transport.

Altogether 60 cychsts are
participating in the relay cy-
cling expedition, covermg an
approximate distance of 1200
kilometres across the states
of Assam, Meghalaya and
Arunachal Pradesh.

The first leg of the expedi-
tion commenced from Guwa-
hati on February 10 and will
conclude at Shillong on Feh-
ruary 14, traversing challeng-
ing terrains and showcasing
the scenic landscapes of the
north-eastern region. The
relay format symbolizes en-
durance, teamwork, and uni-
ty among AAI officials.

The expedition also aims
to promote physical fitness,
discipline, and camaraderie
while spreading awareness
about sustainable mobility
and healthy hfestyles. Com-
prehensive arrangements
including safety measures,
medical support, logistics,
and volunteer coordination
have been put in place to en-
sure the smooth and safe con-
duct of the event.
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{ MARINE GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION }

Bids invited to lay groundwork
for Great Nicobar airport project

Jayashree Nandi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government
has invited bids for marine geo-
technical investigation work for
a greenfield international air-
port at Chingenh on Great Nico-
bar Island to be developed by the
Airports Authority of India
(AAI), according to documents
seen by HT.

Chingenh is one of the
so-called pre-tsunami villages,
from which tribals were relocated
to various camps after the 2004
tsunami; they have since been
seeking permission to return, but
the administration hasn't allowed
them to. HT reported on January
23 that members of the Tribal
Council of Great Nicobar say the
Andaman and Nicobar adminis-
tration has asked them to give up
claims to some of the villages in
which they used to live before the
tsunami— a request they are not
keen to accede to because the old
villages are an integral part of
their culture and heritage.

The international airport is one
of the four components of the
Great Nicobar Holistic Develop-
ment project. The other three are
an International Container Trans-
shipment Terminal (ICCT); a
power plant; and a township. The
total land required for the project
i5 166.10 sqkm.

The tender called by Engineers
India Limited, a state-owned
engineering consultancy and
project management company

The airport is a component of
the Great Nicobar Holistic
Development Project.

on February 4, is aimed at ensur-
ing that investigations related to
design and construction of off-
shore and coastal infrastructure
required for an airport is con-
ducted: this is especially impor-
tant given the environmental vul-
nerability of the entire chain of
islands in the Bay of Bengal.

Such investigations normally
include in-depth soil sampling,
drilling, and geophysical surveys
to evaluate the seabed and sub-
seabed conditions. Further, AAL
last November, also invited an
e-tender for “Project Manage-
ment Consultancy Services for
Development of Greentfield Air-
portat Great Nicobar Island”.

That tender document said the
project cost is estimated to be
38,573 crore. AAl also called fora
pre-bid meeting and site visit at
Chingenh, according to the docu-
ment. One of the major concerns
is the huge loss of forest land
involving the airport.

According to the Evaluation of
Social Impact Assessment Study

for Greenfield International Air-
port at Great Nicobar Islands,
published in 2024, the total area
of the proposed airport is 845 ha
(hectares) or 8.45 sqkm, out of
which forest land is 142 ha.

HT first reported on April 14,
2023, that the Tribal Council of
Little and Great Nicobar, in
August 16, 2022, withdrew the
NOC given for diversion of land
for the controversial Great Nico-
bar Township and other projects.

The withdrawal of the permis-
sion was after the council said it
was not informed that the land
being marked for development
included areas and villages that
the communities lived in prior to
the 2004 tsunami disaster.

“As you are well aware, 84.10
sgkm of this diverted forest is a
tribal reserve which is now set to
be denotified. We were not made
aware of this information, nor
were we shown on a map the
extent of the Tribal Reserve area
that falls within the proposed
plan. We were shocked and dis-
tressed to learn that parts of our
pre-Tsunami villages of Chingenh
(along the south east coast) and
Kokeon, Pulo Pacca, Pulo Baha
and In-haeng-loi (along the south-
west coast which are affiliated to
the largest Great Nicobarese vil-
lage Pulo Bhabhi) also will be
denotified and diverted as part of
holistic development plan of
Great Nicobar,” the Tribal Coun-
cil wrote to Amardeep Raju,
member secretary of the environ-
ment ministry’s expert.
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Noida International Airport awaits
final clearances: CEO Schnellmann

REGULATORY NOD. Review by Security Bureau underway; aerodrome licence from DGCA to follow

p=——"]
Rohit Vaid
Noew Dl

After missing several com-
pletion deadlines, the Noida
International Airport (NIA)
is now in the advanced stages
of securing the remaining
statutory approvals required
L0 COMMENCE Operations.

Speaking to businessline,
the mansgement of NIA said
that the focus has now shif-
ted from construction to reg-
ulatory clearances and the
operational planning phase.

The airport missed mul-
tiple completion deadlines,
including those scheduled
for late 2024 and April 2025,
largely due to constraints in
sourcing construchon ma-
terials, such as special-grade
structural steel required for
the terminal roof,

However, with core infra-
structure now in place, the
project has moved into its fi-

nal regulatory  clearance
phase.
ON TO THE NEXT PHASE

According to NIA Chief Ex-
ecrutive  Christoph Schnell-
manmn, the airport is working
closely with!E!u Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of
Civil  AvisHon  Security
(BCAS) to complete the final
stages of aerodrome licens-
ing and security-related
clearances.

Following clearance from
BCAS, Schacllmann said the
next step will be the issuance
of the aerodrome licence by
the DGCA, which will enable
the airport to fom up
timelines for the start of op-
crations  in  coordination

Christoph Schnellmann, CEQ,
Moida International Airport

with airlines and other
partners.
The operational readiness

process, he said, will immolve
finalising airline networks
and route plans, as well as
completing slot filing and ap-
proval procedures with the
DGCA and other stakehold-
ers.

Omee slots are approved,
girlines typically begin com-

mercial preparations, such as
opening ticket sales and ini-
tuting customer outreach
ahead of launch,

On the aty side, the air-
port is preparing surface
connectivity to support pas-
sengers from the first day of
operations.

Schnellmann pointed out
that the mobility options will
include intercity and long-
hanl bus services, airport
taxis and cab aggregutors,
supported by intelligent
traffic menagement systems
to regulate traffic flow.

BETTER CONNECTIVITY
Looking shead, he said long-
term connectivity could be

hened through a pro-
pose Regional  Rapid
Transit System link from
Ghawiabad and a planned
high-speed  Tail  corridor

between Delhi and Varanasi,
vnﬂ'm stopat the airport.

ine  partnerships,
h,r: 5m.d IndiGGo will be the
launch carrier at MIA

The wmirport has also
entered into @ strategic part-
nership with  Almsa  Air,
which plans to operate both
domestic and internetional
services, while Air India Ex-
press is set to begin flights as
well

Diiscussions are under way
with other Indian carriers,
and airlines from West Asia
and South-East Asia have
also expressed interest inop-
erating from the airport,
Schnellmann said,

Once operational, the air-
port, in its first phase {with
one mumway and one ter-
minal), will have the capacity
to handle about 12 million
passengers annuoally,



AIRPUH FSAUT HGH!T “1’ IJF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 12 FEBRUARY 20256

Nashik airport to get X572 crore
upgr ade ahead of Kumbh Mela

ﬂur Bapreadi
Mumbai

The Mashik airport will get a
T572-crore facelift, which
will triple its handling capa-
city to 1,000 passengers per
hour, as it prlzpnrczsm hEcsr
the Kumbh Mela next year.

The upgrade includes con-
struction of an 18,250 sq m
terminal with space for 24
check-in counters. A new
rom will also be bauile, dmit
ling the aircraft parking bays
w1,

Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis per-
formed the ground-breaking
ceremony for the new ter-
minal on Sunday following
an Moll berween the State
government end the airport
OWTHET, Hindustan
Aeronautics.

| -

B4

From April to December 2025,
Nashik airport handled nearly
three lakh passengers

“The u_]rl:t cost is being
Ea by the Stare
gm:rnm-mt and the project
will be completed in a year,”
said Nashik’s Divisional

Commissioner Praveen
Gedam.
AIRFORT CAPACITY

From April to December
2025, Nashik airport handled
nearty three lakh prssengers,
agrowth of 23 per cent year-

on-vear. Currently, IndiGo is
the only airline operating to
Nashik with services from
Ahmedabad, Bengalurn,
Delhi, Gos and Hydersbad.

Gedam said the sirport ex-
pansion will support indus-
trial and tourism growth in
the region. From April to
November last, the airport
alsp handled ower 6,400
tonnes  of  international
cargo, primarily comprising
goat exports to West Asia.

Last year, Prayagra) air-
port in Uttar Pradesh saw re-
cord sir traffic during the
Kumbh Mela, handling over
half-a-million  passengers
from January 11 to February
26, While airlines added ex-
tra flights to cater to the
surge in demand, the airport
glse witnessed a large num-
ber of non-scheduled flights
during the period.



AIRF‘UH 'SAUT HQHITY IZ_J'F iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DESHBANDHU

DELHT

12 FEBERUARY 2026

ﬁ’mﬁ—ﬁ‘rﬁm%ﬁm 750 mqu

TET Aom, 11 wEd
(B9 ) | I WA HOEN &
T2 H AT0E T TR
% Al A HY wm &
farm =@l + fom 750 wiE
¥ F e w A
%1398 | @M 700 HS
U qfh AfgmEm 3w s0
Firg ¥ 994 i wEf m
= R = === F =
% Ty F T fan g E
HA=F] YiwmaAl w1 MA OeE
1 IHE T

WA o e, e
% fomn & fe 14 meEl 5
1888.98 FEW Hfm W
Afimen vt 21 TEw
B 4300 ¥9U Yiowt = 9
A F e U A E

£ FuE f2EE e g
A TR R § iR
famel #1356 ¥F A W
e £

TEYE F U W W
fmm 4 134 T AR Y
TI-iAeA 0 B I E,
T OFE 4588 FUT TIU H
T A T A, T W

fm 1365 ERE wHE W
AfimrEw wee & fr = o
¥ 3 Tl F1 gaEe 4
femfm fm =1 = &) At
e =g =T = fer e 2053
TR g w1 AETTE. E
T 4 Afirin w= T g
4 wfvEm w9 =9
ufEm A wiE 42 TN Hm

W affr aiftErEm oE 700
er3, afdel fomato @t
50 TS
B 14 7dl @t HetE 1889
Eaear wete et
JftmrEta
wyaifgm €M, T 4300 ¥
st 71 A gaEa fam
F | TE €1 = | R
3100 TYU AT =1 |
PTAA TeR T
eate bz & forarfor @
Tl g3l TE
e T F g Tm
H farenitm #0999 9iEnl &
( ANUEAN d20) % Fmim =

e il @E ArE R TR
AndEAN B & TAu W
Him F7T Hizerg WAl § 4300
U H & H 4\ wmiE Wi
AT | $H WA R B A A
ae A as d e e
|

TH1 =T § e gEy T
T4, o0 THA Ve ME o
1365 BT i F AfmEm
fem o & fomd w=m 12
T wian faeafom € .
gftari & TrEE % few 18
TR T T AR g
faxfmn fem smom yfm
AfgmEm # Wi T oW
fereiuEl =1 oeg & 7= 99
I A E



AIF?PUHFSALHHUPIT Y OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN

DELHI

12 FEBRUARY 2026

0T &b HITST TIRUIE | TN SR Uyl

ﬁmﬁaﬂ T

oEEH ST WeW UAUEEEE @
R #, 7 e § 6 W
o fommn offem & 0 oEm
o | &% F T € U W
T 4 wowEE W faey e
A L FR T 3822 g H
W B ¥ wee § A
W & o 750 TS HEka
&, 94 %) 80 9§ wge
U WA W O9E B Bl F

gl ol e & A R A Ay 3

aF AEEE & [ TeA
Hees ¥ FfER 3 A
wier o ® F| gocew @
fown a9 S T B, W W

A 9 & 70 39 9N
TERT, TEAAE S FS
aré foedl & sien sl e
92§ WS W T 200 HIE
il wEfRA g 4 e |

.m#q’m
WUiE &
fom 750
B Ffed
T, T W
JE Y
TR U
T DI
oo &8 8

i wE Ea mwm el

, FEm @ W WREw IW W

feootl, BHEWT, 99E, ITHAEE §
HM FiEd gu sRiE wfa ®
a1 A o 1w R

T T A % 9
iR e 1 sl 8 @ 9.
T WeT W URE seiies el
ot e Wier i

qlﬁaiﬂﬁ??mﬁmﬁmﬁﬁw

N #

e & fEami & da T
TWE TA 2005-26 § T T
%t =0 & 30 v i Rreies &
dfz § feme & = 9
BN FAE 59 o Fea =
PIAA WA &R 9eEs § A
oA TRyl &4, IHe WO
uE SIS T4 B 6 whe 9 oA
12 =i el o om0 76
# 17 el #t w5rm % i
W fom W 3 T SeE W
gerga O B am  AE
T ) a9w | 10 7
¥ @ TR g gU
et TEn 5 A e 3 5w
T & FEEA § §H @R 9
FON Fg | HEH W GEE
fian |



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE EBECONOMIC TIMES DELHIT 12 FEERUARY 2026

Adani Airport Looks
toRaise 1,500 cr
Through Bond Sale

Shilpy Sinha

Mumbai: Adani Airport Holdings Ltd
{AAHL) Is looking to Faise up to 1,500 crome
through three-vear bonds priced at 8.45%,
with quarterly interest pavments, said peo-
plefamiliar with the matter.

The fundraise is being planned at the rest-
ricted group level for the group’s alrports at
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Mangaluru, Jaipur,
Guwahati, and Thiruvananthapuram—lo-
cated in state capitals or large cities across
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Assam,
Karnataka and Kerala,

The fundraise structure eon-
solidates the six airports and
restricts additional indebted-
ness. Theseairportscurrently
have n combined annual capa-
city of about 3 milllon pas-
sengers, which is predicted to
double by FY3, according to
an India Ratings report,

Trust Investment Advisors
is thearranger for the bond sa-
group's le. India Ratings has assigned
airports at an AA-rating to the proposed
Anmedabad, issuance AAHLhad alsoissu-
Lucknow, ed NCDs totalling 0 crore in
Mangalury,  Fyoq and FY25, maturing bet-
Jaipur, ween 2027 and 2029 as part of
w its overall financing plan. The
mmp"'um“ prooeu:ds_ were utilised for ca-

pex requirements,

AAHL has raised 719500 crore through
NCDs, of which 715,800 crore was outstan-
ding as of September 30, 2025, to partly fund
its past period regulatory asset (PPRA) of
about 28 500 crore. The proposed bond sale
comes amid a broader revival in Adani Gro-
up's domestic debt market activity Earller
this month, Adani Power said it would raise
7 500 crore through NCDs.
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Maha Cabinet clears uandar airport project

Varad Bhatkhande

PUNE

The Maharashtra Cabinet on
Tuesday gave its formal
approval to the Purandar
International Airport pro-
ject, with Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis directing
that the land acquisition
process be completed by
June 1, 2028, Fadnavis
announced after a cabinet
meeting held earlier in the
day. Reacting to the decision,
Union Minister of State for
Civil Aviation and Fune MP
Murlidhar Mohol said the
project was crucial for Pune
and western Maharashtra

® lrrigation: ¥15,000
crore loan for irrigation
projects.

@ Infrastructure: ¥6 000
crore push specifically far
the Purandar Airport in
Pune.

@ Industry: 1,000 acres
of land in Indapur for a
new MIDC industrial area.

@ Sports: An

international cricket

and would have wide-rang-
ing economic benefits for
the region, including neigh-

stadium in Kolhapur and
a ¥75 crore sports
complexin Baramati.

@ Public policy: The
launch of the 'My Village,
Healthy Village'
campaign, the
introduction of a new
public-private
partnership paolicy, and
making email notices
legally valid under
revenue laws.

bouring districts.
Mohol said, “Increasing
air connectivity will be deci-

sive for industry, business,
the IT sector, tourism and
agricultural exports.
the Navi Mum bai
International  Airport, the
Purandar airport will pro-
vide a major alternative for
Fune and Western
Maharashtra. It will give a
massive boost to passenger
and cargo capacity” He
added, “In terms of interna-
tional connectivity, it will
help establish direct air links
with key global routes such
as the Middle East, Europe
and Southeast Asia, opening
new doors for exports, for-
eign investment and global
business opportunities.”

After

The proposed airport is
expected to accelerate the
growth of logistics, ware-
housing and MSME indus-
tries, and facilitate faster
transport  of agricultural
produce, thereby providing
farmers with improved
access to markets. Mohol
further said the project
would play a key role in job
creation, infrastructure
development and invest-
ment growth. He empha-
sised that close coordination
between the state and cen-
tral governments would be
ensured to complete the
project within the stipulated
timeline.
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KIA set to turn

NT Correspondent
EENGALURU

A strategic partnership has
been announced to transform
Kempegowda International
Airport into a data-driven, al-
gorithmic facility, officials said
on Tuesday.

Under the partnership, Ban-
galore Intemational Airport
Ltd (BIAL) will leverage Mu
Sigma's proprietary Decision
Intelligence Platform, artifi-
cial intelligence and advanced
analytics to unify and analyse
data across operations, ena-
bling the anticipation of pas-
senger needs and enhancing
convenience, comfort and ef-
ficiency.

In a statement, BIAL said
the  collaboration  would
strengthen its data-driven de-
cision-making by integratin
Mu Sigma’s analytical capabil-
ities across key passenger and
operational touchpoints.

“Unified intelligence from
existing systems will enable
teams to proactively identify
pattemns, anticipate require-

‘algorithmic'

ments and optimise service
delivery in real time,” it said,
adding that the initiative aims
to improve operational reli-
ability, personalise passenger
experiences and raise service
standards.

The transformation will fo-
cus on guest-centric capabili-
ties designed to make touch-
points across the facility more
intuitive, BIAL said.

Predictive analytics will be
deployed t© reduce quenes
at retail outlets, restaurants
and parking areas, ensuring
smoother passenger maove-
ment through the terminal.
Real-time demand forecast-
ing and dynamic pricing will
also be used to optimise park-
ing and transport services, it
added.

BIAL said users of the air-
port's Pulse App and official
website,  bengaluruairport
com, will receive an enhanced
digital experience with per-
sonalised recommendations,
lovalty rewards and timely
notifications on services.
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Cargo airlines shift base from
Mumbai ahead of repairs

The move comes nearly three months before cargo flights halt at Mumbai airport from | Aug

MILRSER]

IveTorvign frelghiens, inchsding

FedEsand s THL jobmt venture,

are expected o begln opers-

tions at Moavi Mumbal Interms-

toaal Adrport (NAIAL, from
May, tovocargoodfcials Bl winh the
muitter told Mint. This comis nearly
three masnths before cargo-carryling
planes termporirily cosse openitions ot
Mumbal Infernutbonal Adrgsort from |
Aviguist

Apant from FedEx, Challenge Alr,
Aerologie—i jolnt venture between
DHL aned Lufihansa Cargo—Atlas Al
anud Teleport will be ssnrting freighter
Mizhis A lredghter atreruft, also called
cargo plane, bs an alrernft tat carres
fowsihs instewed of passengers.

Ermalls sent to FedEx, Challenge Alr,
DHL, Lufthanss Cargo, Atk Alr and
Telepor v Maonday remnined unan-
swered. ML did not respond fo Mit s
carindls o piliome calls sevhing oomnsens

The Navi Mumbablotermationod Alr-
pasrt, which sturted operstlons in
December Lust year, s cxpected (o han-
die the Frelghter operations as Chii-
vt Slilval Mahars) Interma donal Abr-
prort (CEMLIA) in Murmbal Beging mipor
runway, tnsiway i agron re pales (o
stapiport fubure operations.

Agron G, used exchesively for
Eregghiens, will be comgpdetely rebuik
from Aaggust 2026 o May 2027,

Moy ML Ay

PR Ty botiayiny

AIRPORT

M| Mumbai sirport B expected to handie the freighier opesations as CEMIA in
Mumbai begins major rurmwiay, Taxiwey and spron repairs m

thuat ingernstional possenger lighis ane
expectidd to beggin by thee firs quarter of
FYZT

ACAAD Tus e thaat the simulis-
nieous st of frelghter and (ntermnas-
ol pssenger operations s eritical for

requiring i temgecary closme This %W:’::Fﬂdl*[ mm:ﬁg\al

3 b " B I 1
raL'ﬁ.lJ CURCETT ANTE huhL-t_lrg. carge via Delhl e rar fghts ae
body AlrCarges Aginils Assoclationt By as MMIA lachs  expected i Begin by
ol lngil (ACAAD, whichwarneddthat i passengss flights  firstquarter of Y7

EXPERTECS WAy Meroule ar cargo

insernutioral possenger Mighis s crcial
Towr cargo opeerations.

Indian alrports together handled
around 33-3.7 milllon tannes of air
cargo In recent reporting years, est-
mates EY_ For contea, Munbl alp's

ways and Singapore Aldines, among
withers

The Navl Mumbl cargo termdal
capuacity froim its innogural pluse o final
phuase will inerease from 050 million
i Lot bo 2 midlon metrie ton-
nies, acoording to an earlier statement.
Thaabrpaort’s developrent (s planed o
v phases, with the completion ol the
[irst phase, which s designed to hanedle
5 milllion metric lonnes ol cargo.

The alrport's vilue *Hes o peoximity
Ton b conmutry s Largest port ecosyaten,
as b Tncilitwies ses-nir ||.|1.:hl||..-|. {asier
wgnt cyclesand reduced dependency
b 1 slngle congerstod] westorm arysort,”
sali] Bhavana Yerrumredidy, partners
EY India.

Maoregvier, “the timing of the mmansi-
tom seems to be directly Hoked o
scheduled runway recarpeting and
ahermollition ol the cargo agean ot CSMLA
which is likeldy 1o lmpact cergo opera-
tons with priority given (o passengmer
traffic during curtalled ogserations
NALA willl likely absarbymore frelghter
truffic ducrings this period o ensume con-
Hnuly of operations.” sabd Ashish
Chiluwachiluarts, parnes ot Ceant Thom-
tiowy Bharat

Espaorters willl also need o bear exira
wostsl thie outset for shifting ogeritions
[resim b okl vyt o NAMIEAL e addied.
Thie pilunmsed suspegelaon of e gghier

copwerathons at Mumbed alrpont steans
Tromdnfrastructure cotstralnts
In e 1 Decernbor leter tostidoe-

Fllgml-'ﬂ‘g;;ﬂ ! "ﬂ:ﬂ_mﬁgﬂ Tesbeerrs, Mumb Intermational Adr-
¥ - 5

|P¥511 it e amg"-'l d33a7hTor Pt (MLAL sald If must carry ol
for smanth cange al cango in recen HRAOE rmway, tadway and ppros

Flonws, ACAM] Saad FE oo TNig YEAIS

repulrs i support futiure ofser-
thans.

thrnageh Dedhd or Bengnba psihe
pew Ml Mumbial nbrport s vet tostan
International passenger operatlons,
Mt peguorted i 30 December 20025
SMILA s operited by Adanl Abrports
Holding Lid, gart of billosalre Cautam
Addnni s sirpor bissiness, which hos sald

smoath cargo movement,

For nstunce, IFa frelghier carres 20
tonnes of cargo but can sccosmmodute
only L5 tomnes, the remikning fve ton-
nes ane typeally ransported on passen-
ger alrerafi. Therefore, the aption of

cargo capacity sabout 45 oo ion-
nes, with autilization mie of 624%, as per
a Sepiembier 2025 conplinee repor.

Kev international cargo partiers
include FedEx, Challenge Alr Cargo,
Asmologic. Turkish Alrlines, Cutar Adr-

Thie abrgsoat elied ongning pas
senger ogeerations and lud constraints
as reasons why oo albernative cargo
agmadet ks ivalluble,

il bk v fipwtnt cam
Forun ertevaded versiowr of Bl dor: go
i Hverdnd com
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Noida Int’l Airport set for major
expansion as Phase 1 completed

DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: The Moida Interna-
tional Airport {NIA) at Jewar
it poised to reshape Uttar
Pradesh’s aviation landscape,
with the state government
announcing a major expansion
plan following the completion
of Phase 1 of the project.

The government has ear-
marked Rs 750 crore for avi-
ation research, operations
and maintenance, and Rs
1100 erore for land acquisi-
tion to facilitate the airport’s
rapid expansion.

Under its long-term devel-
opment plan, the airport will
expand from two runways Lo
five. Al present, the north un-
way measures 3,900 metres and
the south runway 4, 150 metres,

both capable of handling wide-
body aircraft.

Phase 1, di:w:li.l-ptd over
1,334 hectares, has been fully
completed. The airport is ini-
tially designed to handle 12
million passengers annu-
a]l].', with capacity pra-ji:::t::d

to increase to 70 million pas-

sengers per vear by 2050 once
all phases are operational. The
expansion is expected to ease
congestion at Delhis Indira
Gandhi International Airport

Officials said all major
infrastructure works have been
completed.

These include a terminal
building equipped with 10
aerobridges, e-gates, baggage
handling systems and lounges,
along with an airerafl parking
apron, cargo terminal, solar
?aprrn. ai.rd{rig.l'ﬁc control tower,
fuel tanks, taxiways and navi-
gation systems. Water and sew-
age treatment facilities, check
posts, CNG pumps for ground
vehicles, EV charging sta-
tions, the access road and air-
port surveillanee radar systems
are also in place.

Trial operations have been
successful. IndiGo conducted a
passenger alreraft trial Iandi.ng
in December 2024, while addi-
tional tests involving smaller
aireraft were carried out in

late Oetober and early Novem-
ber 2025,
Yamuna International

Adrport Limited (YIAL), the
project developer, also organ-
ised two mock passenger
drills with local residents and
staff to test check-in, board-
ing, securily and baggage
handling procedures.

With only aerodrome
licensing formalities pending
and approvals from the Direc-
torate Greneral of Civil Avia-
tion in the final stages, the
airport is expected to be inan-
gurated soon.
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Akasa Air Co-founder
Praveen lyer resigns

Mumbair Akasa Alr Co-founder
and Chief Commercial Officer
Praveen kyer has quit the
airline. lyer is the second
Co-founder to leave after
Heelu Khatri, and hiz exit
comes as the carrier embarks
an an expansion plan in India
and overseas. Co-founder and
Chief Information Officer
Anand Srinivasan will take owver
as the Chief Commercial
Officer from May 1. Airline
officials indicated that kyer
was leaving the organisation
for personal reasons after
working for five years, “Praveen
has been Instrumental in
shaping not just Akasa’s
commercial vision but the
airline itself and translating
that ambition into sustamed
growth. He has built a strong
and resilient commercial
arganisation.,” Chief Executive
Officer Vinay Dube said. ouws

BURLAL
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Three Jet Airways Boeing 777s sold to European
cargo airline for 546 m after 4 years of litigation

Aneuh Phadnis
Musmbai

Three Jet Airways Boeing
777 aircraft, which have been
parked in Murnhai for close
to six years following the air-
line's closure, f
have a new home. The mr—
craft were sold for $46 mil-
lion to the European cargo
girline Challenge Group
after three years of litigation.
The grounded airline in-
formed the Bombay Stock
about the execu-
tion of the sale agreement on
Wednesday.

Malta-based Ace Aviation,
which is part of the Chal-
I Group, had won the bid
:Enag:cquilt ﬁ:: three aircraft
in October 2022, The com-
pany executed letters of in-
tent and came up with carn-

TO FLY AGAIN. The Boeing 777 alrcraft have been parked in
Mumbai for almost six years following the airling’s closure sames

est money deposits  to
proceed with the purchase,

ORJECTIONS RAISED

However, the sale was put on
hold by the lender-con-
trolled monitoring commit-
tee due to opposition from
the Jalan Kalrock Consor-
tium, which had won the bid
to revive the grounded air-
line. Subsequently, the sale
of the aircraft was litigated
before the National Com-

pany Law Tribunal, the Na-
tional Campa.:llj- Lawr App:l-

late Tri
Supreme  Court, wh]l:h.
cleared the sale.

'Dhjl:L'DD.I:Ij were  raised
agrainst the sale by Muombai
International Airport Ltd,
following the airline's liguid-
ation in November 2024. Ace
Aviation and Mumbai airport
entered into & consent agree-
ment over pendi i
dues lust %Thﬂﬁ

matter dragged on before the
insolvency courts again. Fi-
nally, last December, the air-
port granted its no objection
to the sale and released its
lien on the aircraft. Follow-
ing this, the sale agreement
was executed between Jet
Airways and Ace Aviation
last month. “The suecessiul
conclusion of this transac-
tion represents 3 landmark
development in India's avi-
ation and msolvency land-
scape. It marks the first in-
stance where Boeing 777
wide-body aircraft have been
sold under the insobvencyli-
uidation fremework. The
al also sets a key precedent
and reference model for fu-
ture transactions of a similar
nature involving aviation as-
sets,” said Dentons Link
Legal, which represented
Ace Aviation in the matter.
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IndiGo prepared to
implement new
FDTLrules: DGCA

Announcement comes as the airline’s one-time

temporary exemption expired on February 10

FEEPAK PATEL
e Crelhi, 11 Fobnuary

IndliGeo heas informed the Directorste Gen-
el of Chil Aviation (DGCAthar i is fully
prepared 1o implement the pew Flight
Duty Time Limdtation (FOTL] mides from
Wednesday, following the expiry af a
-t tErmporary exemption granted to
the alrline after its operational melidown
I Devembes.

“IndiGo fas further stted that all
necessary operatlonal, rosferng, and
munitering arrangemsnts are being put
Im ploce 1o ensure full compliance with
the approved FDTL scheme with effect
from Felbnury 1" the reguiator said ina
SEISINENL,

The DGCA sald TndiGo was granted a
one-fime  [empofary  exemption on
December 5 from provisions woder
Parn 3.1 and Pars 6.14 of revised FOTL
rules, whilch fully camie into effect from
Movenber 2025,

Para 311 defines what counts a4 ‘ndight
dury” under the FOTL rules. 1f a pllocs
duty period touches amy tine between
mildnbsht and & am. it lstreated a8 nlght
dury. Once & dury IS classified a4 night
dhury, stricter facigue imins aptomatically
appdy, Para 61,4 sats those tighter lmits
— I caps how long a pdlat can be on dury,
oy hors they can acteally iy, and
how many landings they can carry out
during such a shift — o reduce the risk
of faripue during lete-night and early-
moamilng eperations.

By granting 8 temparary exemption
From these provisions, the regulator had
effectivedy allowed the alrline toscheduls
carrain dutles withour being bound by the
srrlcter might-dury  classification  and
limdes fior s defined perind.

The examption was valid up to Feb-
ruary 10, and was granted because the
altline cancelled thousands of fighta
early December due to lack of sufficlent
phlots to implament the revised FOTL
norms. The regulator sald the relax-
atlon was almed ar stabilising fHght
operations and safeguariing passengsr
safery and interest.

Airlines say DGOA
abin crew rest norms
‘more restrictive’

IndiGa, Alr India, and Spicejet have
described the proposed cabin crew
TEST DO &6 "0 festrictve™ cond-
pared 10 plobal standards and offerss
limdted operational {lexdbality for the
alrlings. The Directorate General aof
Civil Aviarhon {DeEEA | came ot with
1= diradt Civil Aviation Bequiemenis
(CAR} on Cabin Crew Flight Duty
Time Limnimtions (FOTL) In Comber
25 The Federation of Indian Al
limes (FLAJ, which represents IndiGo,
AlrIndiaand Spleeter, has made vad-
ous reconimendationsto the svintkon
watchadog and siressed the need for
having “globally-hammonised, evi-
dence-based and operationally prac-
tical provisions”. One of the key
contentions of the grouping i fighr
duty pertod esthes than flight dme
should be the prlmary contralling
martrie fof day-to-day cabin crew
[nthzue management. m

FOTL norms regulate the maximum
hawrs pllots and cabin crew can wotk,
Ineluding fighr time and sndby diry,
and speclfy mandatory rest periods in
order o minimise fagigue and malntain
operathodal safiery.

According w the DECA, the exemp-
thons were granted subgect o spectfic con-
dithons. These Inchided submibssion of
hotiry fllght oparations data o the regu-
Lavor s weekdy or fommightly reporms on
operutional performance.

During the validity of the exemp-
tions, IndiGo's flight operations were
closely monibmared through periodic
review meetings with the DGCAL
Officers of the regulator were also
deployed ar varieus alrpons 1o overdes
pazsanger handling and addrecs neon-
venlence faced by travellers.
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Co-founder Praveen lyer Quits Akasa

nancial officer Ankur Goel will also

New Delhi: Akasa Air on Wednesday
said its co-founder and chief commer
cinl officer Praveen [ver® has gt The
exit marks o sscond high-level depar
i al the thres-year-old aifline.

AkKasa Air started operations in Au-
eust 2022, Iver was also one of the ex-
ecuthve committee members of the
CArruen

The airdine has appointed chisl In-
formation officer Anmnd Srinivasan
as the new commercial head. Chief i-

handle the role for chiel information
officer till the airline hires someone
new for the post

Last year, Algnsa saw the exit of anot
her eo-founder, Neelu Khated, who he
aded international operat fons,

The afriine, which is backed by the
late Rakesh Jhunjbunwala's familx
had raised [resh eapital in August
2025 from the family offices of Wipro
founder Axlm Premjl and Ranjan Pad
—ur Bureau
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Akasa Air Co-founder &
CCO Praveen lIyer quits

YARUGQHULLAH KHAM
Hew Delhi, February 11

AKASA AIR ON Wednesday
announced thatits Chief Com
merdal Cfficer (CCO) and Co
founder Praveen [Iyer has
reskrned, marking the second
high-profile departureat the
three -year-old airline.
Theairline said that after
five successful years, lyerhas
chinzen to move an and begina
new chapter in hislife, He will
waork closely with the leader
ship tecam to ensure a smooth
and structured transition
through April 30,2016,
Co-founder and Chief
Information OfMicer Anand
Srimivasan will take over as
CCO from May 1.
lyer's oxit follows the resig
nation of Meelu Khatr, co-
fmynderand senicr vice-presi-
dent-intemational opemtions,
who left the akdline last year to
pursiea new professional direc
tion. Khatriwasinstnomentalin
establishing Akasa's interma-
tional business and was amang
the aldline’s founding members
“Praveen has played a key
role in definkng Akasa's com
miercial vision and driving the
airlime'sprowth. He hascoeated

LEADERSHIP REJIG

PRAVEEN IYER

Iyer isthe

a strong commercial team,
developed future leaders, and
budlt parinerships thathel pus
cxpand our network and
improve our revenue strate

pies,” Akasa Air's Chief Execu

tive Officer Vinay Dube said in
astatement He added "Anand
brings over 25 years of experi-
ence in both India and nterna

tional markets, focusing on
commerdal aspects and avia

tion technology”

Iyer's departure comes at a
time when the alrline has
begun ramping up expansion
after a period of sluggish
growth caused byd elayed air
craft deliveries from Boemng.

ANAND SRINIVASAN

Cofounder
and Chief
Information
Cfficer Anand
Srinivasan will
take over

as OCO

The airline bas inducted
three aircraft this year and
plans to add around 12 more
by year-end

Akasa Air's Vice-President
and Head of Corporate Com
munications and CSR, Bish
nupriyaNarayan, also joined
LET Realty in January 2026
after spending over three years
at the airline, During her
tenume, she played a keymle in
shapmg Akasa's commiunica
tions narmative and strength-
ening lts reputation during a
critical phase of growth

The abriine cumently oper
ates 33 Boemg 737 Max anraft
across 32 destinations.
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SCasksgovt
to file protocol
reporton
AirIndia crash

THE SUPREME COURT asked
the Contre on Wednesday to
file a brief report on the "pm
cedural protoecal” followed so
far, after it was informed that
theimvestigation into the june
12,2025, Airindia planecrash
bytheAtrcraft Acadent Innes
tigation Board {AALB) is at its
fag end,

Alr India’s Boelng 787-8
flight Al171, en route to Lon
don's Gatwick airpont crashed
after the plane took off from
Ahmedabad, laling 260 peo
pie, induding 241 passengers
anid erew on board

i 'r"u"rllru'-\.llq:.r_ﬂ bench of
Chief Justice Surya Kant and
hustice Joymalya Bagchi was
told by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, who appeared
in the court representing the
Centre and the Directorate
General of Civl Aviation
(DnGCA) that the AATR probe is
infinal stages and some parts
itneed to be camried out infor
eign countrics.=PTI
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Prepared to comply

with pilot rest rules:
IndiGo tells DGCA

YARUQHULLAH KHAM
Mew Delhi, Februarny 11

THE DIRECTORATE GEMN-
ERAL of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
on Wednesday said that IndiGo
has assured the regulator that
it is fully ready to comply with
thenew Flight Duty Time Lim-
Ration | FOTL) norms,

In a statement, the DGCA
sabd IndiGo nformed that all
necessary opemtional, roster
ing and monitoring arrange
ments are being put in place to
ensure full compliance with
the approved FDTL scheme
from Febriary 11

The DGCA had approved
limited relaxations after
IndiGo cancelled 2,507
flights between December 3
and 5,2025, dting the need
to stabilise ocperations, The
cxemptions were subject to
strict conditions, including
submission of hourly flight
data and weekly or fort-
nightly operational perior-
mance reports.

*During the validity of the
cxempdons, IndiGo Airlines
flight operations wera moni-
tored closely through periodic
review mestings with DGCA
the rgulatorsaid in the state
mient, adding ‘DG CA officers
were deployed at various air

TESTING TIMES

e L;-u*pl}%

#The DGC A sald indiGo
infarmed that all
necessary operational,
rostenng and monitoring
arrangements are being
put in place to ensure full
compliance with the
approved FOTL norms

ports t0 overses passenger
handling and address passen-
ger inconvenisnce”

I .'||;Er||['u||1,]'|'|g||.1 lf]pﬂq-
tions [nspectors (FOLs) were
positioned at IndiGo Airlines
Operations Contmol Centre for
real-timemonitoring of fight
operatlons, ensuring ot -
ous regulatory oversight dur
ing the exemption period.

The two exemptions,
granted in the wake of severe
operational disruptions in
December 202 5 were related
to night duty time and night
landing requirements for
pilots.
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LATE CONFIRMATION OF FIXTURE PUSHES PRICES HIGHER: EXPERTS

India-Pak T20 clash sends
Colombo airfares soaring

® Air India, IndiGo
planning to add
more flights

YARUQHULLAH KHAN
MNew Delhi, February 11

AIRFARESTO COLOMBO have
surged sharply, in some cases
more than tripling, after confir-
mation that the India—Pakistan
T20 World Cup group match
will goahead in Sri Lanka's cap-
ital on February 15, data from
online travel platforms and the
websites of Air India, IndiGo,
and SriLankanAirlinesshowed.

From Delhi and Mumbai,
where demand is strongest,
fares have moved from mid-
range international prices to
premium long-haul territory.

A Delhi—Colomboticketthat
typically costs around ¥20,000
is now selling for over ¥90,000,
with business class touching
about ¥2.25 lakh on some
services. A three-hour Mum-
bai-Colombo flight onAirIndia
is now priced upto ¥60,000 in
economy and about T84,000 in
premium economyfortravelon
match day.

“Compared with average
pricing earlier in the month,
last-minute round-trip fares to
Colombo for the Indo-Pak
match are witnessing a signif-
icant increase in pricing with
current fare levels approxi-
mately at ¥70,000 ex-Mum-
bai; ¥90,000-1,00,000 ex-
Delhi; ¥80,000 ex-Hyderabad,;
60,000-65,000 ex-Ben-
galuru, Kolkata, Ahmedabad
and Pune; and around
50,000 ex-Chennai and
Cochin, reflecting elevated
demand in the lead-up to the
match,” Indiver Rastogi, Presi-
dent & Group Head — Global
Business Travel, Thomas Cook
(India) Limited & SOTC Travel
said in a statement.

Southern gateways that

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ T0 LEAD

ACTION OFF THE FIELD

Airfares to Colombo

(In Indian %)

Feb 11-20, 2026
(Match Period)

(Mormal)

Jan 11-20, 2026

Increase vs Jan
2026

Delhi

Mumbai

90,000-1,00,000
70,000-82,000

28,000-32,000
25,000-30,000

+ 200-220%
+ 170-1%0%

Hyderabad

Bengaluru

Pune

Kolkata

80,000-90,000
60,000-65,000
60,000-65,000

60,000-65,000

30,000-35,000
28,000-33,000
32,000-38,000
28,000-34,000

= An usual Delhi-
Colombo ticket
that costs ¥30,000
is now selling for
over ¥90,000

+ 150-165%
+ 100-115%
+ 70-88%

+ 90-115%

m Mumbai-Colombo
flight on Air India is
now priced at 60k
in economy, T84k in
premium economy

m Cricket fans from metro cities are routing
themselves viaThiruvananthapuram,
Chennai and Kochi because direct fares from
Mumbai, Delhi have become prohibitive

usually offer cheaper access to
Srilankaarealsoseeing heavy
pressure, with one-way fares
from Thiruvananthapuram
and Kochito Colomborisingto
about ¥30,000, and direct
seats from Thiruvananthapu-
ram sold out, with somereturn
itineraries via Delhi crossing
¥1lakh.

A direct Kochi-Colombo
return was quoted around
66,000, compared with
advance-purchase fares that
typically sit between ¥40,000
and ¥45,000,

"5ri Lanka is seeing strong
travel interest, led by the mar-
quee India vs Pakistan fixture
that continues to evoke deep
passionandsentimentamong
Indian cricket aficionados.
Sports-ledtravelremains a key
demand driver, and interest
levels are strong despite
marked increases in airfares,”
Rastogiadded.

Rajiv Mehra, general secre-
tary ofthe Federation of Asso-
ciations in Indian Tourismand

Thu, 12 February 2026

Hospitality (FAITH), said:
“Cricket is of huge interest to
Indians and a match with Pak-
istanalwaysdrawshugeatten-
tion. The spike in demand is
further aided by thevisa-on-
arrival facility and theabsence
of a visa fee. NRIs from the
Gulf region also often make
their presence felt in contests
likethese”

Airline executivesand travel
experts also said the onset of
Valentine's Dayand the latecon-
firmation of the fixture have
combined to push priceshigher.

"The weekend was already
popular because of Valentine's
Day,but the sudden announce-
ment that the Pakistan-India
match would take place added
to the rush for seats and the
consequent increase in fare,"a
senior executive fromAir India
told FE.

Executives at Air Indiaand
IndiGoalso said thattheairlines
are planningtoadd more flights
to Colombo if they manageto
get slot clearance from the

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/79147425

Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ationandSriLankanauthorities
bytheweekend.

Similarly, travel agents
said that some fans from
metro cities are now routing
themselves through cities in
south India like Chennai,
Thiruvananthapuram, and
Kochi because direct fares
from Mumbai and Delhi have
become prohibitive,

Pakistan’s  government
eventually reversed an earlier
boycottstance after discussions
involving the Intermational
Cricket Council (ICC), the Pak-
istan Cricket Board (PCB), and
the Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB),a move that reports say
helped the ICC avoid a revenue
hitestimated at § 174 million.

“Within minutes of the
confirmation, round-trip
Mumbai-Colombo fares rose
by mughl}r ¥10,000-30,000,
and prices on several
India-Colombo routes nearly
doubled,” the executive from

Air India said.
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DGCA orders
special safety
audit of VSR

Ventures

DGCA has started a
special safety audit of non-
scheduled flight operatars,
including VSR Ventures,
following the plane crash
that killed Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar and four cthers in
January. The Learjet 45
plane that crashed near
Baramati airport belonged
to VSR Ventures Pyt Ltd.
Pawar and four cthers
were killed in the crash,
which is being probed by
the AAIB. The DGCA on
Tuesday said that, conse-
guentto the accident of
VER Ventures' Learjet 45
aircraft WVT-S5K an January
28, it has ordered a special
safety audit of non-sched-
uled operators in a phased
mmanner.
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IndiGo ready for new pilot

norms as exemption ends

Dhairya Gajara

MUMEBEA]

IndiGeo concluded its 68-day temporary
reprieve from stricter Flight Duty Time
Limitation (FDTL) norms on Tuesday. As the
exemption granted by the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) expires, the airline has
assured regulators and the public that it now
maintaing an “optimum pool” of pilots to sus-
tain smooth operations starting Wednesday

The transition marks a critical turning point
for the airline, which suffered a massive oper-
ational meltdown in December 2025 leading to
around 5,689 flight cancellations and a record
penalty of Rs22.2 crore. The DGCA in
December had provided an exem ption from a
few provisions of the new FDTL rules to the air-
line till February 10. The revised rules
increased the weekly rest hours for pilots and
reduced night duty hours and permissible
maximum night landings.

In January, IndiGo had claimed that it has
adequate pilot availability against the projected
operational requirement for stable operations
after February 10. According to the figures, the
airline claimed that it has 2 400 Airbus captains
against the requirement of 2,280 and 2,240 first
officers against the requirement of 2,050 per-
sonnel for its daily operations.

On Tuesday, IndiGo said that it has inte-
grated the new set of rules in their crew rosters
and planning and is maintaining enough pilots
to run the operations smoothly. “We have
already integrated the new set of rules in our
crew rosters and planning. As assured to the
regulatory authorities earlier, we are maintain-
ing an optimum pool of employees, including
pilots, to ensure stable operations across our
network.” said the airline’s spokesperson.

According to data submitted to the DGCA,
the airline has moved from a “lean” staffing
model to a more resilient structure by having
surplus crew over minimum operational
requirements.
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DGCA orders safety audits of
14 major charter operators

Dhairya Gajara

MUMER

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
launched a special audit of all
non-scheduled  operators
(NSOFPs) in a decisive move to
overhaul safety standards in
the non-scheduled aviation
sector. The regulator will
audit M4 large operators in the
first phase with other oper-
ators to be included inthe sec-

ond phase.

The move comes after the
fatal crash of Learjet 45 in
Baramati on January 28 which
killed Maharashtra’s deputy
chief minister Ajit Pawar and
four others. The aircraft, reg-
istered as VT-SSK, was oper

ated by Delhi-based VSR
Ventures Pvt Lid.
The audit started from

Monday and is expected to
conclude by February 25. The
regulator has asked all the

teams to submit the andit
report to DGCA headquarters
within 10 days from the date of
completion of the audits. A
total of 14 large NSOPs have
been included in the first

phase.

The list includes Air
Charter Services, A R
Airways, Armow  Aircrafts

Sales & Charters, Chipsan
Aviation, Deccan Charters,
Global Vectra Helicorp, and
Indo Pacific Aviation.
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Probe may state Al-171 crash ‘almost
certainly’ due to pllot action: Report

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Indian investigators
are preparing to state in the final
report that Air India Flight 171
crashed because one of the pilots
turned off the aircraft's fuel
switches in an “almost certainly™
intentional act, [talian newspa-
per Corriere della Sera reported
on Wednesday, citing sources in
western aviation agencies.

The findings are based on
what the report said was a lack
of technical defect being found,
and analysis of cleaned-up cock-
pit voice recordings that investi-
gators said identified which pilot
moved the switches.

India’s Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau and the
civil aviation ministry did not
respond to HT's requests for
comment on the report.

Flight 171, a Boeing 787
Dreamliner, crashed on June 12
shortly after takeoff from
Ahmedabad airport, killing 260
people — 241 of the 242 on board
and 19 on the ground when the
aircraft plummeted onto a medi-
cal student hostel 32 seconds
after losing thrust from both
engines.

While it remains unclear
whether the final report will
include a detailed description of
how the switches were inten-
tionally turned off or explicitly
attribute responsibility, the main
suspect is the aireraft's com-
mander, Sumeet Sabharwal,
who died in the crash, Corriere

At least 260 people were
killed in the June 12, 2025

crash in Ahmedabad.  REUTERS
reported.

Indian pilots associations and
Sabharwal's family have criti-
cised what they say has been a
designed attempt to pin the
blame for tragedy, and calling
for more scrutiny on the aircraft
malker, the airline and other fac-
tors. The new newspaper said a
conclusion pointing to the cap-
tain marks a “desired turning
point” for US experts assisting
the investigation, after weeks of
confrontations with their Indian
counterparts who had refused to
recognise a human role in the
tragedy.

New Delhi's apparent change
in position stems from US pres-
sure and Western threats to
re-evaluate the security level of
Indian airlines, one source told
the newspaper.

“Admitting that it was one of
the pilots who knocked down the
plane is increasingly considered
a sustainable sacrifice,” he said.

SC seeks procedural
protocol of AAIB probe

Utkarsh Anand
letters@hindustantimes.com

MNEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Wednesday asked the Union
government and the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
to place on record the “proce-
dural protocol” being followed
in the ongoing investigation by
the Aircraft Accident [nvestiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) into the June
2025 crash of Air India's Boeing
787 Dreamliner at Ahmedabad.
Terming the tragedy “very
unfortunate”, a bench of Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi said the
court would like to examine the
procedure adopted and the
nature of the inquiry set up to
determine the cause of the crash.
“We would want to see the
procedural protocol that has
been followed in this matter. We
think that is important,” the
bench told Solicitor General Tus-
har Mehta, directing the Centre
and the DGCA to file an affidavit
detailing the steps taken so far.
Mehta informed the court that
the investigation was at its “fag
end” and was likely to conclude
in three weeks, though certain
components required examina-
tion in foreign jurisdictions.
The court recorded his assur-
ance that a brief report on the

procedural framework followed
in the probe would be filed.

At the same time, the bench
underscored the need for
restraint, observing that the mat-
ter involved complex technical
issues and significant loss of life.

“These proceedings are not
meant for a blame game
between different nations or air-
lines...Very complex issues are
there,” observed the bench, add-
ing that comments about a par-
ticular aircraft model or airline
should be made conservatively.

The hearing arose from pleas
seeking an independent, court-
monitored investigation into the
crash. One of the petitions has
been filed by the father of Cap-
tain Sumeet Sabharwal, one of
the pilots who died in the acci-
dent, challenging the AAIB's pre-
liminary report that was widely
reported as indicating possible
pilot error.

The preliminary report
released in July noted that both
engine fuel control switches
moved from RUN to CUTOFF
shortly after takeoff, resulting in
loss of thrust.

The cockpit voice recorder
captured one pilot questioning
the cutoff, the other denying
responsibility, sparking global
debate over pilot error versus
mechanical failure.
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India’s Akasa Air says
co-founder lyer leaving airline

Indian airline Akasa Air said on Wednesday its
co-founder and chief commercial officer, Praveen
Iyer, will be leaving in April, at a time when the
firm is navigating delayed Boeing jet deliveries.
Mr. Iyer will be succeeded by Anand Srinivasan,
another co-founder and the chief information
officer, Akasa said, without offering more details.
It marks the second high-profile departure at the
airline in recent months, following the exit of
Neelu Khatri, a co-founder, last year. reuress
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Prepared to comply with new
pilot rest rules: IndiGo to DGCA

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, February11

INDIA'S LARGEST aitline In-
diGo’s flights operations are ex-
pected tobe fully compliant with
the new pilot rest and duty dur-
ation norms from Wednesday,
after the expiration of specific
exemptions given to it after the
operational crisis in December,
as per aviation regulator DGCA.

“IndiGo airlines has in-
formed DGCA that it shall be
fully prepared to comply with
the statutory provisions and to
implement the approved Flight
Duty Time Limitation (FDTL)
scheme... upon expiry of the
exemptions,” the DGCA said in
a statement Wednesday. The
exemptions from some FDTL
norms granted toIndiGo lapsed

IndiGo told DGCA
last month that it
will have 2,400
captains available
Jorits Airbus A320
fleet, against a
requirement of 2,280
forstable operations

on Tuesday (February 10). “In-
diGo airlines has further stated
that all necessary operational,
fostering, and monitoring ar-
rangements are being put in
place to ensure full compliance
with the approved FDTL
scheme with effect from 11 Feb-
ruary 2026,” DGCA added.
Last month, IndiGo had as-

sured the DGCA on sufficient
pilot availability to maintain its
current level of flight operations
— over 2,200 daily flights —
beyond February 10. IndiGo had
informed that it will have 2,400
captains available for its Airbus
A320 fleet, against a require-
mentof2,280 tomaintain stable
operations as per its current
flight schedule after February 10
As for first officers, it said it will
have 2,240 available, against a
requirement of 2,050. When the
crisiscrippled itsoperations, In-
diGo had informed DGCA that it
was short by 65 captains for its
workhorse Airbus A320 fleet to
maintain its schedule as perthe
new rules, even though it had
first officers in sufficient
numbers. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Akasa Air
Co-Founder
Iyer resigns

New Delhi: Akasa Air’s
Co-Founderand Chief
Commercial Officer
PraveenIyer hasresigned,
marking the second high-
level exit in four months at
the over three-year-old air-
line. After a five-year
period, Iyer hasdecided to
move on. PTI
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Airlines flay draft
crew rest norms
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Akasa co-founder
Praveen lyer resigns
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SC seeks report from govt on Al crash
in Ahmedabad, sets 3-week deadline

ALS0 IN TOP COURT

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the Centre
and the Director General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) to file a
detailed status report within
three weeks on the June 12,
2025, Ahmedabad Air India
Boeing 787-8 crash that killed
260 penple.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surva Kant
sought the report after hearing
a plea by 88-vear-old Pushkaraj
Sabharwal, father of late Cap-
tain Sumeet Sabharwal, the
Pilot-in-Command, along with
Safety Matters Foundation and
the Federation of Indian Pilots
(FIP), sesking a judicially mon-
itored probe.

“What is the procedural proto-
col followed? Please tell us in 3
weeks ™ the CJI asked Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta. Mehta
said the enquiry was at the “fag
end” and that the report would
be prepared soon, explaining
that some aircraft parts had
been sent abroad for testing and
that foreign procedures were be-
ing studied. Calling it a “very

Plea against talaq
referred to mediation

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday referred to
mediation a plea of a Muslim
woman challenging the
validity of Talag-e-Hasan
given by her husband. A
bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi
appointed former apex
court judge Justice |
Kurian Joseph as the &
mediator on the plea.

‘Blosimilar of cancer
drug can be sold’

The Supreme Court on
‘Wednesday refused to restrain
Zydus Lifesciences from selling
its generic biosimilar of
Nivolumab, a life-saving
cancer drug registered by
Bristol Myers Squibb
{BMS). A bench of ClI
Surya Kant and Justice
loymalya Bagchi was
hearing a plea filed by
BMS seeking to
restrain Zydus.

unfortunate tragedy,” the CJI
cautioned against remarks tar-
geting any aireraft brand, not-
ing, “Dreamliners were once
considered the best.”

The petitioners alleged the
Adreraft Accident Investigation
Bureau probe was not independ-
ent. “This is a non-independent
investigation. It should have
been independent. It has taken
four months,” counsel submit-
ted, seeking a court-monitored

panel under Rule 12.

The preliminary July 12 re-
port attributing “human error”
drew criticism. Petitioners
termed it “profoundly flawed,”
alleging hias against deceased
pilots and failure to examine
technical causes. Treating it as
deliberate pilot error without
excluding electronic malfunec-
tion, they argued, was “proce-
durally unjust and logically
unsound.”
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Iyer exits Akasa, Srinivasan new CCO
4

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi o partnerships and frameworks

- Akﬂ 3 that continue to support our ex-

AKASA Air co-founder =28 .S‘ﬂ-,q",, pansion and revenue strategy.
' E N . L | T 1

and chief commercial of- e —— We are grateful for his leader-

ficer (CCO) Praveen Iver has Airline expands ship, clarity of thought, and

exited the airline. Co-founder operations, fleet long-term perspective during

and chief information officer
Anand Srinivasan will assume
the role of CCO. According to a
statement by Akasa, Iver will
partner closely with the leader-
ship team to ensure a smooth
and structured transition
through April 30, 2026.

Vinay Dube, founder and
CEQ, Akasa Air, said Iver has
been instrumental in shaping
not just Akasa's commercial vi-
sion but the airline itself and

The changes at the top-level
management of the airline

come as Akasa is expanding its
operations and fleet after a mega
fund raise last year

translating that ambition into
sustained growth.

“He has built a strong com-
mercial organisation, nurtured
future leaders, and established

formative years,” added Dube.

The changes at top-level man-
agement come as Akasa is ex-
panding its operations and fleet
after a mega fund raise last
vear Last week, Akasa wel-
comed its 33rd aircraft, mark-
ing its second aircraft induc-
tion since January 2026. The
airline had placed a firm order
for 226 Boeing 737 MAX air-
craft, with a robust pipeline of
183 add itional aircraft.
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Wait for DGCA probe to end
in Ajit Pawar case: Fadnavis

Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnaws on Wednesday sau:i a
crucial probe by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) is underway into the plane crash that killed Deputy
CM Ajit Pawar, and urged that conclusions be drawn only
after the investigation ends.
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IndiGo assures DGCA of full
compliance with pilot duty norms

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Wednesday said IndiGo,
which faced regulatory action
following massive opera-
tional disruptions in
December, has informed that
all necessary operational,
rostering, and monitoring
arrangements are being put
in place to ensure full compli-
ance with the revised pilot
duty norms.

Detailing the progress and
assurance provided by the
airline, the DGCA said IndiGo
has informed that it shall be
fully prepared to comply with
the statutory provisions and
to implement the approved
FDTL scheme dated October
9, 2025 upon expiry of the
exemptions. IndiGo has
further stated that all neces-
sary operational, rostering,
and monitoring arrange-
ments are being put in place
to ensure full compliance
with the approved FDTL
scheme with effect from
February 11, 2026, it said. The
FDTL exemptions pertained
to night duty time for pilots
and night landings.

“IndiGo has informed DGCA
that it shall be fully prepared
o comply with the statutory
provisions and to implement
the approved FDTL Scheme
upon expiry of the exemp-
tions. IndiGo has further
stated that all necessary oper-
ational, rostering, and moni-
toring arrangements are
being put in place to ensure
full compliance with the
approved FDTL scheme with
effect from Feb 11, 2026, the
DGCA said in a statement.

Against the backdrop of
IndiGo cancelling 2,507 flights

between December 3 and 5,
the DGCA approved the
airline’s request for certain
relaxations in implementing
the revised FDTL norms till

February 10. According to the
DGCA statement, IndiGo has
informed that it shall be fully
prepared to comply with the
statutory provisions and to
implement the approved FOTL
scheme dated October 9, 2025
upon expiry of the exemptions.

DGCA said the bwo exemp-
tions, for stabilising flight
operations, were granted
subject to specified condi-
tions, submission of hourly
flight operations data and
weekly/fortmightly reports on
operational performance.

The airine, which saw its
domestic market share slump
to 59.6 per cent in December
from 63.6 per cent in
November, operates around
2,200 flights daily. In the state-
ment, DGCA noted that during
the wvalidity of the exemp-
tions, the airline's flight oper-
ations were maonitored closely
through periodic review meet-
ings and the regulator's offi-
cerswere deployed at various
dirparts to oVerses passenger
handling and address pas-
SENger inconvenience.

Also, Flight Operations
Inspectors (FOls) were
positioned at IndiGo's
Operations Control Centre
for real-time monitoring of
flight operations, ensuring
continuous regulatory over-
sight during the exemption
period, it added.
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SC asks Centre to file report in
Air India plane crash probe

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

The Supreme Court asked
the Centre on Wednesday
to file a brief report on the
“procedural protocol” fol-
lowed so far, after it was
informed that the investiga-
tion into the June 12, 2025, Air
India plane crash by

the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Board (AAIB) is
at its fag end.

Air India's Boeing 787-8
flight All71, en route to
London's Gatwick airport,
was operated by pilot-in-
command Captain Sumeet
Sabharwal and co-pilot
Captain Clive Kunder. The
crash took place after the
plane took off from Gujarat’s
Ahmedabad, killing 260
people, including 241 pas-
sengers and crew on board.

Former Gujarat chief min-
ister Vijay Rupani was also
among the victims.

On'Wednesday, a bench of
Chief Justice Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi was
told by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, who appeared
in the court representing the
Centre and the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), that the AAIB probe is
in final stages and some parts
it need to be carried out in
foreign countries.

The top law officer said
three related pleas on the
matter may be listed after
three weeks for a compre-
hensive hearing.

The bench was initially of
the view that the AAIB inquiry
report be submitted before it
in a sealed cover. Mehta
assured the judges that the
details of the inquiry will be
shared with them.

The bench said the AAIB's
role is to determine the cause
of the crash and not to
impute motive.

Appearing for NGO Safety
Matters Foundation, lawyer
Prashant Bhushan said three
other Boeing 787s had met
with similarincidents and the
Centre has not filed any
response to the pleas.

The C]l asked Bhushan not
to give much credence to
unverified media reports and
said, “Last week, it was said
that the Dreamliner from
London to Delhi had some
problem with the fuel switch.
Later, it was said from the offi-
cial account of the aifline that
it was perfectly fine.

But this incident (the crash)
of course was very unfortu-
nate. Let us be very conserv-
ative also on making com-
ments on a particular airline.
The Dreamliner was once
hailed as the best.”

Bhushan said more than
8,000 pilots are saying that
the Boeing 787 is not safe and
should be grounded. He
pointed out that five
members in the AAIB ingquiry
team are from the DGCA.

“The only way to satisfy
Bhushan is to appoint a com-
mittee headed by Bhushan

himself,” the solicitor general
said. The bench asked the
Centre to file a report on the
procedural protocol followed
so far in the probe.

“Let us see the result of the
AAIB probe and then we will
seewhether a court of inquiry
will be needed or not,” the CJ1
said and fixed the three pleas
for hearing after three weeks.

On January 28, the top
court agreed to hear the
pleas that have alleged that
the official probe into the
June 12, 2025, Air India plane
crash has violated the citi-
zens' fundamental rights to
life, equality and access to
truthful information.

On November 13 last year,
the top court said deceased
pilot Captain Sabharwal was
not blamed in the AAIB’s pre-
liminary report into the crash.

It had also issued a notice
to the Centre and the DGCA
on a plea moved by Pushkaraj
Sabharwal, the father of
Captain Sabharwal.

Pushkaraj Sabharwal and
the Federation of Indian Pilots
moved the Supreme Court for
a court-monitored inguiry

headed by a former judge
into the crash. The court was
hearing three petitions filed
by an NGO, a law student and
the father of the deceased
pilot, seeking an indepen-
dent, court-monitored inves-
tigation into the crash.

Among the 241 dead were
169 Indians, 52 Britons,
seven Portuguese nation-
als, one Canadian and 12
crew members.

The lone survivor of the
crash was Vishwashkumar
Ramesh, a British national.

Bhushan said a parallel
inquiry should be conducted
into the accident of such a
major scale.

He submitted that serious
accidents reguire a court of
enquiry and not just an inves-
tigation by the AAIB.

On September 22 last year,
while entertaining the NGO's
plea, the court termed
"unfortunate and irresponsi-
ble” the selecrive publication
of a preliminary report on
the crash that outlined
lapses on the part of the
pilots and paved the way for
a "media narrative”.
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Chartered
flights
under lens

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
has ordered a speclal safety
audit of non-scheduled oper-
ators, Including VSR Ventures
that owned the chartered
plane that crashed in Barama-
1l and kllled Maharashtra dep-
uty chief minister Ajit Pawar.

“Consequent to the accident
of VSR Ventures Learjet 45 alr-
craft VT-SSK on 28 Jan 2026 at
Baramatl, DGCA orders special
safety audit of non-scheduled
oparators In a phasad manner,
covering larger operators first,
commenced from 4 Feb 2026; In-
chading M/s VSR Ventures,” the
regulatorsaid.

A six-member team from
varlous aviation departments
is conducting the audit of VSR
Ventures and 1s likely to sub-
mitareport by February 15

Fourteen other operators,
including Pawan Hans, are
also expected toundergo a spe-
clal audit.
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Govt: IndiGo
committed

to new pilot
rest norms

Mumibai: IndiGo has
committed to imple-
ment revised pilots’
flight duty time limi-
tation (FDTL) norms
from Feb 11, the civil
aviation ministry
said Wednesday,
marking the end of
temporary relaxation
granted to the airline
during a period of op-
erational stress, re-
ports Manju V.
DGCA  granted
the carrier a one-time
exemption from cer-
tain provisions of the
revised FDTL frame-
work until Feb 10,
2026, following wide-
spread flight disrup-
tions in Novand early
Dec last year The
temporary relief
aimed to stabilise op-
erations after delays
and  cancellations
across multiple sta-
tions drew regulato-
ry scrutiny and pas-
senger complaints.
The ministry de-
tailed the conditions
attached to a tempo-
rary exemption
granted to IndiGo
from certain FDTL
Norms, even as regu-
lators stepped up
oversight following
flight disruptions.



	AT-GUA-11 FEB.JPG
	HT-ND-12 FEB-.JPG
	AU DL 12FEB2026.jpg
	BL DL 12FEB2026.JPG
	BL DL 12FEB2026A.JPG
	DBU DL 12FEB2026.JPG
	DJ DL 12FEB2026.JPG
	ET DL 12FEB2026.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-11 FEB.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-11 FEB-A.JPG
	HH DL 12FEB2026.jpg
	MINT DL 12FEB2026.jpg
	MP DL 12FEB2026.JPG
	AU DL 12FEB2026.JPG
	BL DL 12FEB2026.JPG
	BL DL 12FEB2026A.JPG
	BS DL 12FEB2026.jpg
	BS DL 12FEB2026A.jpg
	BS DL 12FEB2026B.jpg
	DB DL 12FEB2026.jpg
	DB DL 12FEB2026A.JPG
	DJ RS 12FEB2026.JPG
	DJ RS 12FEB2026A.JPG
	ET DL 12FEB2026.JPG
	FE DL 12FEB2026.jpg
	FE DL 12FEB2026A.JPG
	FE DL 12FEB2026B.JPG
	FE DL 12FEB2026C.jpg
	FPJ-MUM-11 FEB.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-11 FEB-A.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-11 FEB-B.JPG
	HB DL 12FEB2026.JPG
	HH DL 12FEB2026.JPG
	HH DL 12FEB2026A.JPG
	HH DL 12FEB2026B.JPG
	HH DL 12FEB2026C.JPG
	HT-ND-12 FEB.JPG
	HU-ND-12 FEB.JPG
	IE-ND-12 FEB.JPG
	IE-ND-12 FEB-A.JPG
	LS DL 12FEB2026.JPG
	MINT DL 12FEB2026.jpg
	MINT DL 12FEB2026A.JPG
	MINT DL 12FEB2026B.JPG
	MS DL 12FEB2026.JPG
	MS DL 12FEB2026A.JPG
	NBT DL 12FEB2026.jpg
	PIO-ND-12 FEB.JPG
	PIO-ND-12 FEB-A.JPG
	PIO-ND-12 FEB-B.JPG
	TG-KOL-11 FEB.JPG
	TOI-ND-12 FEB.JPG

