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TO GET FUTURE READY

Delhi Int’l Airport

Lays Out

Plans to use capital for
Increasing handling
capacity, construction
of piers, parking stands

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: DelhiInternational Air-
port(DIAL) has proposed a capital
expenditure of 75,625 crore to the
Airports Economic Regulatory
Authority of India (AERA) for the
five-period through FY29.

Thecapex planistoallow AERA
to set tariffs and service stan-
dardsfor DIAL, whichismajority
owned by GMR Airports.

DIAL projects the Delhi airport
to reach full international capa-
cityutilisation by FY26. “In order
to cater to the increasing pas-
senger traffic, DIAL proposes the
following expansion capex du-
ring the Fourth Control Period,”
it said in a consultation paper.

Of the total, DIAL has proposed
22,420 crore expansion capex for
converting Terminal 3 Pier C, re-
furbishing Terminal 2, establis-
hing new parkingstands for Code
E and C, and constructing Termi-
nal3 Pier Ethough AERA hasmo-
derated the Pier E budget.

“The existing domestic capacity
of DIAL will get exhausted by
FY2028 and hence will require a

Soaring High
FUNDS TO BE USED MAJORLY FOR

Converting
Terminal 3
Pier C

Establishing new
parking stands for
CodeEand C

Refurbishing
Terminal 2

Constructing
Terminal 3Pierg

- -

e . 3 -
L

Z5.6Kcr

Capex Flight Path

new Pier E to beadded to Terminal
3. This will result in the allocation
of Pier A, B, and C for internatio-
nal traffic while Pier D and E will
be completely utilised for domes-
tic operations,” said DIAL. “The
completionof Pier E by FY2028 wo-
uldresultin an increase in the pas-
senger handling capacity by 10
MPPA (million passengers per an-
num) and would cater to the needs
of IGIA (Indira GandhiInternatio-
nal Airport) for the Fourth Cont-
rol Period,” itadded.

DIAL is expanding aircraft par-
kingfacilities at the airport follo-
wing requests from airlines for
night parking.

“With many stands tied up, ope-
rations are affected. To support
the increasing demand for stands
and ensure seamless operations,
DIAL proposes to develop par-
king stands in phases for both wi-
de-body and narrow-body air-
craft,” the company said. DIAL
has proposed seven stands for wi-
de-body aircraft and 56 for nar-
row-body aircraft.

DIALhasalsoallocated general
capex of 1,568 crore for enginee-
ring, ¥261 crore for operations,
7119 crore for security, and 2112
crore for IT, with carry-forward
capex at <3728.34 crore for
pending projects from the pre-
vious tenure.

DIAL has proposed a total target
revenue of ¥ 31,138.27 crore to sup-
port its operational and develop-
mental initiatives at the Delhi
airport. However, after careful re-
view and analysis, AERA has
considered alower total target re-
venue of ¥14,507 crore.

DIAL has proposed to fund the
expansions through debt and in-
ternal accruals.

According to the consultation
paper, Delhi airport’s passenger
traffic improved by 12.77% in

12 FEBRUARY 2025
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DELHI AIRPORT PLANS VARIED UDF

BASED ON CLASS AND PEAK HOURS

MNEW DELHI: Delhi airport operator DIAL has
proposed revised user fees for economy and
business class passengers, along with differ-

ent charges for peak and off-peak hours, in fts
2024-2029 tariff plan. The propoted User De-
velopment Fee ranges from Rs 150 to Re 1,620,
with peak-hour demestic passengers paying up
ta Rs 610, The proposal will be reviewed by
AERA as part of the regulatory process.
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CCSIA runway to be closed for
recarpeting from March 1

Flights to operate before 10 am, after 6 pm

PNS B LUCKNOW

rom March 1, the runway at Chaudhary

Charan Singh International { CCSI) Airport
will be closed from 10 am to 6 pm for a major
recarpc—ung project. During this time, flights will
operate before 10 am and after 6 pm to minimise
disruptions. The airport :.p;::dl(J esperson said
that tﬁc recarpeting work, aimed at improving
the runway's texture, friction, and overall effi-
ciency, will run until July 15.
The existing 2,744-metre-long and 45-meter-
wide runway, last recarpeted in 2018, will under-
go milling, !nl'n‘[: and overlay to meet regulato-
ry standards. The recarpeting will cover a total
area of 1.80 lakh square metres, including the
runway and taxiways. Additionally, a new full-
length parallel taxiway will be constructed to
improve aircraft entry and exit speed.
An additional taxiway (P9) will also be built, and

& | |

the airport’s Airfield Ground Lighting (AGL)
system will be upgraded to LED, which will
reduce energy consumption by 50%.

This project, part of CCSI Alirport’s ongoin;
infrastructure improvements, has been planne
in consultation with airlines and regulatory bod-
ies to minimise flight cancellations. Despite these
changes, the airport will maintain 132 air traf-
tic movements (ATMs) per day during the recar-
peting period.
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Deplaned
passenger
runs wild,

caught

SANJAY MANDAL

Calcutta: A passenger
jumped oflf a plane's ladder
and started running in the
apron area after being told by
the pilot that he would be de-
planed for his alleged misbe-
haviour on Sunday morming.

Alrport officlals said the
24-year-old man was chased
by security personnel. Finally,
the bird chasers, who roam the
operational area, caught him

Sukuwan Kandulna of
Joto Toli, Jaldega, Baribringa
in Jharkhand, was boarding
the Air India Express flight
to Port Blair on Sunday
moming.

“Three passengers, in-
cluding Kandulna, started to
quarrel over seals inside the
alreraft,” sald an airport offi-
clal on Monday.

“The pilot then asked for
the passenger to be deplaned,”
said the official

Kandulna was disem bark-
ing when he allegedly jumped
offthe ladder leaving evervone
surprised

Kandulna ran towards the
runway with security person-
nel chasing him.

“Bird chasers are deploved
along the runway who often
hide behind bushes. Kandulna
was not aware of their pres.
ence,” sald an officlal

The bird chasers grabbed
him and handed him over to
the authorities.

He was produced before
a court on Monday where he
was granted bail.
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Pay Depending On When And Which Class You Fly

DIAL Makes First-Of-Its-Kind User Development Fee Proposal in India; Levy May Apply To Arrivals As Well

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Domestic flyers
may soon face significantly
higher costs when flying in
and out of Delhi Airport du-
ring peak hours (5-8.55 am
and pm). Additionally, inter-
national first and business
class passengers may be re-
quired to pay more than tho-
se travelling in economy or
premium economy—with
both proposals being first of
its kind for an Indian airport.
Delhi International Air-
port Ltd (DIAL) has proposed
implementing a user develop-
ment fee (UDF) on arriving
passengers—currently appli-
cable only to departures—a-
long with differentiated levies
based on flight times and class
of travel. This is being consi-
dered to prevent a steep
across-the-board hike while
supporting DIAL's ambitious
expansion plans, say sources.
DIAL, which operates 1GI

Airport, has submitted a pro-
posed tariff card for aeronau-
tical charges to the Airport
Economic Regulatory Autho-
rity (AERA), which will “doits
own due diligence and ratio-
nalise the (proposed) rates af-
teran exhaustive consultation
process.” Aeronautical char-
ges include levies such as lan-
ding and parking fees, which
airlines use to determine fa-
res, as well as the UDF, which
1s paid directly by passengers
tothe airport operator.

Currently, a UDF of al-
most Rs 52 (taxes extra) is
charged only on departing
passengers at Delhi Airport.
However, DIAL proposes rai-
sing this fee to Rs 610 and Rs
1,620 (taxes extra), with addi-
tional hikes proposed for
other aeronautical charges.
The final rates will be deci-
ded by AERA.

Among the significant ca-
pital expenditure (capex)
works already completed, 1GI
has expanded Terminal 1(T1),

IGIA PEAK HOUR FLIGHTS MAY COST MORE

Current user development fee (UDF): 52* for both domestic and international departures

UDF proposed by Delhi Int’l Airport Limited*
M April 1, 2025- March 31,2027 ™ April 1, 2027- March 31, 2029

DOMESTIC

For embarking passengers (%)
Off-peak hours

I 405
R 210

Peak hours

For disembarking passengers (3)

Off-peak hours

I 140 Poak

. 80 hours: 5

Peak hours am to 8.55 am

| and 5 pm to
£ 8.55 pm

B 115

*Taxes extra

INTERNATIONAL

For embarking passengers ()
Eco/Premium Eco

I 810

430

Business/First

For disembarking passengers (3)
Eco/Premium Eco
I 280
150

Business/First

R 570

I 300

e R

1,620

A\

Source: DIAL proposed tariff card submitted to AERA

built an elevated taxiway, and
upgraded other supporting in-
frastructure. The next phase
will see the long-delayed air
train connecting terminals
and Aerocity, and eventually,
Terminal 2 (T2) will be demo-
lished to make room for a lar-
ger Terminal 4 ('T4).

"DIAL has been incurring
losses in the past. For the cur-
rent financial year, losses are
expected to exceed Rs 1,500
crore. The recently comple-
ted Phase 3A expansion pro-
ject involved a massive capi-
tal expenditure exceeding Rs
12,500 crore, asignificant por-
tion of which was funded by
borrowings. As of Dec 2024,
DIAL is carrying a substanti-
al debt of over Rs 15,000 crore,
including $522 million in
bonds maturing in Oct 2026,"
DIAL stated in its letter to
AERA along with the propo-
sed tariff card.

DIAL further explained
that it would not be able to ge-
neratesufficient cash tomeet

its obligations, thus requi-
ring new loans to cover the
bond maturity in 2026. With
the expected target revenue
over the next four vears, DI-
Al'saverage aeronautical re-
venue per passenger is pro-
jected tobe Rs 370. Given this,
DIAL expects to incur losses
over the next two financial
years, which could hurt its
credit rating and make it dif-
ficult to raise further debt for
repayvment obligations.

To address this financial
challenge and ensure econo-
mic viability, DIAL has requ-
ested AERA toapprove an ae-
ronautical revenue per pas-
senger of Rs 450 in FY 2025-26
and the same amount in 2026-
27, with the remaining amo-
unt to be distributed in the
following two years. The air-
port operator has urged AE-
RA to consider this request
when finalising the revenue
target and tariff card, with
the new rates tobe implemen-
ted by April1, 2025.
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323 UDAN routes are currently
operational: Civil aviation ministry

NEW DELHI, Feb 10: As many as 323
routes are presently operational out of the
619 routes that were operationalised under
the regional air connectivity scheme
UDAN, according to the government.

Started 1n 2016, UDAN (Ude Desh ka
Aam Naagrik) 1s aimed at connecting un-
served and under served routes as well as
making flying more affordable.

“As on date, under the Regional Connec-
tivity Scheme — Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik
(RCS-UDAN}, 619 routes have been opera-
tionahized in which 323 routes are presently
in operation, including those which are be-
mg sustamed commercially. 114 routes have
discontinued before completion of 3 years
tenure,” Mmister of State for Civil Aviation
Murhdhar Mohol said on Monday.

In a written reply to Rajya Sabha, he said

ehgible routes which were discontinued in
the past rounds due to various reasons have
been re-bnd, awarded and operationalised n
the subsequent rounds.

“Several factors may account for the un-
operated flights/discontinuation of routes.
Key reasons for the route cancellations in-
clude disruptions caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, the grounding of numerous air-
craft due to global engine 1ssues, which sig-
nificantly reduced the available fleet for all
airline operators in the country, the shutdown
of certamn airlines and low passenger demand
on specific routes,” the minister said.

Under UDAN, Mohol said aircraft such as
Tecnam P2010, Twin Otter DHC 400, Q400,
Embraer 175 & 145, ATR-42, ATR-72, A320
and Cessna grand are being operated by air-
lines. — PTI

11 FEBRUARY 2025
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GMR Aero Academy
partners with RMIT
I

Hyderabad: GMR School of
Aviation & GMR Aero

Academy and the Royal
Melbourne Institute of
Technology (RMIT) have signed
an MoU for specialised training
and professional education in
key sectors of the aviation
industry. Ashok Gopinath,
President & Accountable
Manager of GMR Aero
Academy and GMR School of
Aviation, said, “By developing
training programs that align
with industry demands, we aim
to foster a highly skilled
workforce capable of meeting
the challenges of an
increasingly complex and
competitive ind ustry.” oursureau
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TODAY’S PICK.

InterGlobe Aviation (¥4,315.65): SELL

—
Gurumurthy K
bl. research bureau

The short-term outlook is
bearish for InterGlobe Aviation
(IndiGo). The share price has

been coming down over the last

few days. The price action this
week indicates that the stock is
struggling to rise above ¥4,400.
There is a cluster of
resistances in the ¥3,350-3,400
region. 50, any rise above
¥3,350 is likely to be capped as
fresh sellers are likely to come
into the market. IndiGo share
price can fall to ¥4,250-4,200.
Traders can consider
intra-day short positions in the
stock. Go short now at ¥4,315.
Add more shorts on arise at
¥4,345. Keep the stop-loss at

InterGlobe Aviation
Return 41% 4315 g
4620
PNMM_ 4720
3820
r"l 3420

M 3020

Feb 12, 24

Feb 11,25

¥4,385. Trail the stop-loss down
to ¥4,305 as soon as the stock
falls to ¥4,290.

Move the stop-loss further
down to 4,280 when the price
touches ¥4,255. Exit the short
positions at 4,220,

Note: The recommendatians are based
on technical analysis. There is risk of
loss in trading
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‘323 UDAN
routes are
currently
operational’
PT1

HEW DELHI
e

As many as 323 routes are pres-
ently operational out of the 819
routes that were operational-
ised underthe regional aircon-
nectivity scheme UDAN,
according to the government
Started in 2006, UDAN is aimed
at connecting unserved and
under served routes as well as
making fiying mare affordable.
“As on date, under the
Regional Connectivity Scheme
- Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik
(RCS-UDAN), 619 routes have
been operationalized inwhich
323 moutes are presently in
operation, including those
which are being sustained
conmercially 114 routes have
discontinued before comple-
tion of 3 vears tenure,” MoS for
Civil  Awviation  Murlidhar
Mohd said on Monday.
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{ 'SECRET' TRIP OF EX-MAHA MINISTER'S SON }

How urgent interventions led to return of flight

Shrinivas Deshpande
letters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: A chartered flight carry-
ing Rushiraj Sawant, son of Shiv
Sena MLA and former minister
Tanaji Sawant, was redirected to
Pune under dramatic circum-
stances after a series of urgent
requests and police intervention,
aviation officials aware of the
matter said on Tuesday.

High drama unfolded on Mon-
day when Tanaji's son Rushiraj
Sawant was traced on a “secret”
Bangkok-bound chartered flight
amid “kidnapping” claims by his
familv. The Sawant iunior claimed

Rushiraj Sawant

he kept his “business trip” secret to
avoid his family’s wrath.
Accordingto police, soon after
the family noticed Rushiraj’s
absence, Tanaji's lawyer requested
the flight operator to turn around
the aircraft that was en route to
Banekok The operator. citing a

surge in recent hoax calls related
toflight threats, initially dismissed
the request. However, the situation
escalated after further calls from
another aviation operator in
Mumbai and a high-ranking Pune
police official.

According to aviation officials,
Sawant’s family realised their
request was being ignored and
sought help from another opera-
tor in Mumbai, who then reached
out to the chartered flight service.

During a conference call involv-
ing Pune’s joint commissioner of
police Ranjan Kumar Sharma, the
operator was asked to verify the
officer'sidentitv. After confirmine

the legitimacy of the police com-
plaint, the operator agreed to act.
“"We initially dismissed the request
because of the frequent hoax calls
we receive,” an executive from the
aviation firm said. “However,
when a senior police official con-
firmed the legitimacy of the com-
plaint, we complied.” The aircraft
was ultimately directed back to
Pune with police authorisation,

Around 6 pm, the operator
received the first call requesting
the diversion. Theaircraft landed
in Pune at 8.45 pm, and a visibly
surprised Rushiraj, unaware of the
diversion, asked the handler to
onen the aireralt door.
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Private jets collide at US airport, 1 dead

A damaged Learjet (right) sits damaged after colliding with a parked jet at Scottsdale Airport in
Scottsdale, Arizona, US, on Monday. One person was killed and others were injured when the
private jet owned by Motley Crue singer Vince Neil collided with another jet, authorities said.
Neil's jet was landing when it veered off the runway and collided with another parked plane.
There were two pilots and two passengers on Neil's plane, but he was not among them. AP
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Bomb threat note found
on Jeddah-A’bad flight

Turns Out To Be
A Hoax; IndiGo
Issues Statement

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: A letter witha
bomb threat was discovered
aboard a Jeddah-Ahmed-
abad flight on Monday mor-
ning, triggering an extensive
security sweep at the Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional (SVPI) airport in Ah-
medabad. The threat was la-
ter found to be a hoax, and no
suspicious items were fo-
und, according to city police
officials.

According to sources, the
threat was specific to IndiGo
flight 6E 76, which landed at
SVPI airport at 9.21am, abho-
ut 14 minutes ahead of its
scheduled arrival.

“IndiGo flight 6E-76 from
Jeddah to Ahmedabad recei-
ved a security alert. All stan-
dard operating procedures

were followed with manda-
ted security checks, and all
passengers were safely di-
sembarked. The aircraft was
positioned back to the termi-
nal post-clearance from rele-
vant authorities, Ensuring
the safety and security of
our customers i'li'ltl CIew 1e-
mains paramount in all fa-
cets of our operations,” Indi-
Gosald in a statement.

Law enforcement agenci-
s, including Central Indust-
rial Security Force (CISF}), in
addition to the bomb detec-
tion and disposal squad and
otherinvestigative agencies,
initiated protocol and thoro-
ughly searched the aircraft.,

“A flight from Jeddah lan-
ded in Ahmedabad this mor-
ning, Once passengers ex-
ited, cleaning staff discove-
red a note threatening (o
blow up the aircraft, Securi-
ty agencies and forensic ex-
perts were immediately cal-
led in to investigate,” Sharad
Singhal, joint commissioner
of police, Crime Branch, told
mediapersons.

In 2024, India witnessed a
sharp rise in bomb threats,
with the Union ministry of
civil aviation reporting 726
such incidents, 714 of which
targeted domestic airlines.
From April 2024 to Feb 2025,
Ahmedabad alone saw 29
such incidents reported.

After thorough checks,
the aircraft was cleared, and
it departed for its onward jo-
urney to Varanasi at 2.45pm.
Passengers were thoroughly
frisked, their baggage scan-
ned, and their handwriting
samples evaluated. Later,
passengers left for their re-
spective destinations.
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State govt insists a

second airport is essential

for Chennai’s future, but
those living in the area
say they would rather

die than be displaced

e Tamil Moda gowt, eiting
Chonnai's surging air trafic,
huas pashed forward with plans
Lo develop a 100l posse-
fercapacity alrpori al Poaran-
i Bt ps affieiads finadise Lo acquisithon
and eompensation packiges, residenis cling
o thesle bomes, unw(ling 1o trade them for
promises of rebabilation. The govt thoush
s pendideni the project will start na year.

The deadlock hns insted 900 days ... snd
cosinting

The debate on whether Chennni needs
o socond nirport was oeignited recently
affer acior and TV founder Vijay vis
Itst Paranitior and 12 surrounding vilag-
es where the state gowt has progossd
proenfield nirport.

As per an International Civil Aviation
Oirpan izt bon (MCAD) report, lndls has seen
15.7% growth In passenger (raflic snd 5%
growth in freight traffic, which is Iughnr

the airparis in New Delhi, .'\1|n'n]|.|l
o] Bepgalury coniribute aboui hall
the growth,

Chennal airpors, making fifth,
hamiles 34 Inkh tommes of cargs
nnd 21 million passengers. With
domestic air truffic set o grow
D0 this decaile {Alrbus Glob
al Murket Forecast], Lis 50 mil-
Hen capseity will be maxed
out in three yenrs, which is
wihy the govt proposed the
B alepar

The siale plans o acquire
A, ELE peres o the project, bt
52464 hcres bs patia laml. which
s o challenge (O the patta nd
2446 8 acres 18 briated and TS5
peres unlrripated fand, whie endy
1,0017.2 peres ks gost porsmboke laned
The project eovers 13 villn

“Initially, 11 locoations wers studied
For ihe airpoct. with Podalam, Panour,
Porandur and Thiruporis conaidered mosi
sultshie"” says an official “Padalam snd
Thirupomr wern rejectsd becanss they
swere close (o Kalpaklcom nuclesr plant and
Tamharam Air Force Stafion. Between Pan
nur ard Parsrdur, Perandar was chosen as
Ar hagl fewes habitathons (1005 vs 1,546 1
Fannury and was mees viabile finaneially

The previous AIADME govt finnlised
Purandur; kst progress stalled due o the

TURBULENCE AHEAD

8 ‘:,\) What happoss io
(in acres) s, B seeiier shot the izl
L o o J  Gowt Meenambakiam airport erce
To be acquired Patta Irrigated — porambokg~ e Parncly simart becornes
Estimated cost 1o Total Numberod  Handiing capaciey | Warber bodies an Tatal sy, "1t s up b0 the airline
bus] Pamaredur airport phases termminaks propased land wetland e e hw e
lﬂu'ﬂﬂiun . the exsting Mesnambakkam
fﬂ,m’u q pRsLIngers arpom. Some airines will Ls2
- 26 47 this for domestic aperations.
& L) :\dsqm:rm_ wvon use this
Ir Iﬂtnun;
The airport will continug o
> 12 ‘Ponds and fun::mmmmtm
/ Lakes reservoirs I il

Covid-1% pandemic, The DMK gove revived
ther plan, “The alrpoet will doad ie a pew
imdustrin] revalution in TH, Tt will pave
the way for a hike in GDE" says fnance
minksior Thangam Thennarasy. While the
DMK govt k= sy finding wigs 1o procesd
with the prajoect, the residends of FParamdur,
Ekmnapurnm and sarvounding villages arp
up in arms. Over the post 800 days, though

politiclans of vartous political parties vis
ibesel thn willnges and hebd tnlks with the pro
Reslers, promising el they will akso oppose
the project. the alrpori became o inlking
potit alter Vijlay visited the area

Wiiny phecped support for the 18 villages,
giving protesters o fresh beass of hope
SO Laiwd ks our Ldentity T'd mther de

than lewve,” says Ekamspuram rosidend
N Alamelu. Ekanapram. the epkoe.
i of the protest, will boar the most
domage in the alrpoct projece. “This

ia my only home, I've Lived here for 45

vears and will e beve G0 1 die The

project won't happen,” says ) Lakshml,
another residenl

Onefourth of the propossd site is
covered with waler bodies, including the
Eamban Canal Huili during the Pallava
eri, ihe canal chanbels exeess Falnwiter
o Kundenthur. o of the nearby suiburhs
of Chennai,

“We have passed resolutions agninst the
proposed Parandur alrport project In 11
gt sabli meelings, the most recent one
boing on Fepablic Day," says G Subeaman|
nr saeretary of the profestors’ committes
"We are confitent the courts will consider
wur resolotions.”

Bueme resitents say they will glve up
thelr Land i the gowi quotes higher compen
sathan, “Campensation should be mt mar
beot valwe and not guideline walue,” says K
BMurugan, o fnrmer from Nogapatiu. “Govt
officials quote anly #50,000 jer cenl as gulde

lime valse bat the markes walao is t6 lnkh for
weent in owr village "

Bandese( Narduid, MD of Tamil Mai In-
chzsdrinl Dievelopmeni Corperation, which =
In charge of develeping the airport project,
ways @ bothar rehabilitation packnge is in the
wirlcs, with n govt arder expectid soon. ' We
hirve senl a proposal 1o the CW based on the
recomenetulations From the Banchespuram
collection™ he save

Citing the Kight in Fair Compensation
pmd Transparency b Land  Acquis|tion,
Rehabilitution mnd Resetilement Acl, ML,
Nandurd says ibe govt might provide a com
penEation af up to 15 times the guldeline
value, “Bui meeting démands for markei
value iso't fensible as it woold mise costs

ds of crores. As per the Act, the
people teed bo move oul. We will sufimit the
compensatlon packige o the court. which
will tako the final eall.” He adds that the
project will begin by 206 snd will take three
years bo complede,

While the TH pgovi Is planning to con-
slrict hisises, schools and basic anenitis
ne part af the rebabillintion, protesiors ssy
officials hmmw not wisited villages 1o undear.
stand thesr regulrements,

“Tevelopment is Important. Wi will en-
sure i rehabiliation plan that does not of
fert livelihoods,” says Thennarasn,

Email your feedback with name and
nddress to southpale toi
wlimesofindia.com
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