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New plaza at city airport
ready, but wait for second
cab pick-up point extends

AAI sources say legal opinion has to be sought due to an issue with an earlier contract before

opening the new pick-up point; it is expected to be in use by early

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

hennai  airport’s
C plaza, which will
house the second

cab pick-up point has been
built and ready, but much
to their dismay, air passen-
gers will have to wait till
early March to access it.

In 2023, the work to
beautify the space oppo-
site the T1 domestic termi-
nal at Chennai airport and

to develop it as a plaza
commenced with October
2024 as the deadline. But
the project was marred by
numerous delays due to va-
rious reasons and has final-
ly been finished.

In July 2024, when the
designated location for
boarding cabs changed
from the erstwhile flagpole
point near the Tl domestic
terminal to the multi-level
car parking space, air pas-
sengers were irked and ex-
asperated.

Many often point out on
social media platforms
about the cumbersome
process of taking a buggy
vehicle, then queuing up to
board an elevator at the
multi-level car parking lot,
and finally hopping on to
their cabs.

To provide some respite
to this problem, the Air-
ports Authority of India

March after multiple delays

Long wait: A look at the newly built plaza at the city airport. Officials initially had plans to open it by
October 2024, but the project was marred by numerous delays. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

(AAI) decided to establish a
second cab pick-up point
for air passengers at the
plaza (where the flagpole
point existed back then).
All these months, the con-
struction was delayed. But
now, though the construc-
tion of the plaza is over, air
passengers have to wait
longer for an easily accessi-
ble cab pick-up point.
Sources at AAI said
though they want to
launch the second cab
pick-up point at the ear-

liest, there has been a
hitch.

Revenue loss

“After commencing this ad-
ditional pick-up point,
there should not be any re-
venue loss to the contrac-
tor. Hence, a committee ex-

amined this proposal and
recommended that there
will not be any such issue.
The contractor was also
brought on board, and the
traffic patterns and vehicle
flow were decided in a way
to avoid any revenue loss
to the firm,” a source said.

Sometime back, the
contract of the firm, which
was earlier handling the
multi-level car parking fa-
cility was terminated.
“There is an arbitration in
progress with regard to
this issue. Hence, before
commencing the second
pick-up point, to avoid any
implications, legal opinion
is being sought. Since pu-
blic money is being used
and it is also a crucial pas-
senger service, and to en-
sure there is no further in-

convenience to them, it is
being done. We are trying
to complete it soon and the
pick-up point will be
opened by early March,”
he added.

Karthik Kannan, a fre-
quent flyer noted that even
a few days back, he en-
countered a lot of difficul-
ties and delays before
boarding his car. “After
landing at the airport, I got
a buggy quickly, but I wait-
ed for almost 15 minutes to
board the elevator. There
were long queues outside
four lifts. Instead of waiting
further, I decided to walk
to the exit, and the driver
brought the car out. By the
time, I exited the airport, it
took me another 15 mi-
nutes. It was an exhausting
experience,” he said.
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AAlsecures ‘excellent’ rating
under MoU 2024-25:

Airports Authority of India (AAI). a
¥ Mini Ratna Category-I CPSE, has
achieved an "Excellent’ rating with a
score of 93.21 under its MoU 2024-25
. 1' with the Ministry of Civil Aviation.

. —— The rating reflects AAI's strong
performance in operational efficiency, capital expenditure of
Rs. 5075 crore, MSME procurement, and CSR initiatives. The
achievement underscores AATs commitment to developing
state-of-the-art airport infrastructure and enhancing
passenger services nationwide.
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Why Mumbai’s
new airportis
signal-starved

BY JATIN GROVER

Steginto the new Navi Mumbed airport or ride the Aqua Line snd it
all world-class until your phone drogs to 2em bars. This s no giich
Tt » commenial standolf between infrastrcture ownens ind telecom
operators. Aoy exploins what's poing oo and wist the roles sy

Why does the airport
1 have no network?
When Malani growujp-owned Navi
Muatibal Inbermst ional Ajraon
NMIAG began conmmescial
inpeeralioms on 25 Devwsinle,
tratv el lers Founnel rin moteilis signals
From Reliance Fio, Bhart Afnel
and Voelafiane: Ihea Thee reason
was st heairport bad no
ooty areement with
lelewomm ogierators A sinifsr
stanclal] bk been playisig oul o
e Muterbad Metro Aigua lne,
whene pasengems e Goed
netwarh lackoues for three
s os infrastrsciure
ilevelogrers and iekvom
wunimpiinies nemikn unabibe (o gree
o commercial berms 1o enable
mnbibe conmesiivin.

What is the stance of

Mavi Mumbai Alrport?
It siel atirports are ldgld v sensitive
o where fregquient servicing of
litbsenns amervsr ks are nesaled, e
luapdlesd by thee 2irpsiet operaior
wills BCAS aril othier security
wlearanees, nvobving tknd parties
wital] show posgeonse Uimes and
Inenpvenience passengers. skl
It has discisssed (he bsste with
teleres el aslfered TS services an
Industry-staistend charges NMIA
pimw parovielis free Wi-Fi sl the
ot There bs also aecess b
state-owned BENLs network,
which ls parinered with NMIA
i el prebvaie leleos s

Why are connectivity
z agreements stuck?
Telors say they e basein iquited
“erorlritnntly” eliarges wol angue
U s Bicenses] spesctnam hallers
ey mre legully entitded bo oller
servioes uinder righil of wany nales of
e Telewnm At They lave
olijectid bo sirpeart and metie
i heorities appoiiting ihind-pary
proviclers as galekeepers. For the
Munsdeni Metro Aipua Bne. MARC,
4 renilial-stale juind ventune,
spprobiitend Sadi firm AN as u
teenatral besd & din-building
silutiogs. AL Navi Mionbai. the
opreralon ilsell deployed the
syulein. Such thind-party providers
terve & imiedine For et mend
mecrvery, leaving iebons dependent
o them for avvese al luigler costs.

3 What are the fees being
sought from telcos?

Tiebevs say Navi Mundsi ainport has

wiigghil T2 Lakh o oot pet ojeerabion, or

TR crare 2 year Tor Four, wiich ey
arge far exceeds the oot of deplovies an
inr

suluilon

mlm-i_ﬁm:-wq-u:ﬁllg-ﬂrhmun
cul clanrges o V0 lakl o moat wes

rejected by them. A Dol airpor,
oxfsetilars jun only TH0-12 kalds b aoth,

What do Telecom Act,

right ol way rules say?
Megruibatisn din'l natme airports ar
e Dl sl nooms i ensure
inukeile connecivily in public
Infrastrocture. Uodet teleon bLrivs
annl righit of way mles, belevs can
acresa uililic assets on reasoniaisle
atw) Bair ferms at adiminirative
sl Fraseee] feses, This cosnsrs
govermnenl alrports and metne,
e b prabiliic - private o private
Tarilitics, a publie ot b
tiwerded s spocifiod wider L
aelinition offa pulilic entiry aouder
e Telewcnnn Act. The telecum
dheprartement b holding mestings o
resbve D isaiae
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AP Cabinet approves Dag_adarthi greenfielq airport at Nellore

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Amaravat|

In a significant boost to Andhra
Pradesh's aviation and industrial
infrastructure, the State Cabinet has
approved the Dagadarthi
Greenfield Airport project in
Nellore district. With this approval,
Dagadarthi will become
Andhra Pradesh’'s 8th airport,
reinforcing the State's vision
of creating a future-ready, multi-
modal logistics and industrial
network, officials said.
Strategically located, the
Dagadarthi airport enjoys excellent
connectivity to National Highway
corridors, two major ports —
Krishnapatnam Port and
Ramayapatnam Port — and multi-
ple industrial clusters, including
KRIS City and IFFCO SEZs. This
unique locational advantage posi-

tions the airport as a critical enabler
for manufacturing, exports, agri-
logistics, and services-led growth in
southern Andhra Pradesh.

The project has already received
in-principle clearance from the
Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA),
Government of India, and the
Request for Proposal (RFP) has
been issued to invite private partic-
ipation for development, operation,
and maintenance under a long-
term concession framework.

Planned over multiple phases,
the airport will be developed on
1,332.80 acres, with Phase-1
designed to handle 1.4 million
passengers per annum, and scal-
able up to 15 million passengers
annually in the long term. The
master plan also provides for a
future cargo facility, aligning with
the region's growing industrial
output and port-led trade potential.

The Dagadarthi Greenfield
Airport is envisaged as more than
an aviation asset — it is a catalyst
for regional transformation.

By integrating air connectivity
with ports, highways, and industri-
al zones, the project is expected to
reduce logistics costs for exporters
and manufacturers, attract new
investments in industry, warehous-
ing, and services, generate employ-
ment across construction, avia-
tion, logistics, and allied sectors,
and strengthen Andhra Pradesh’s
position as a preferred destination
for business and investment.

With the Cabinet's approval,
Andhra Pradesh continues to
demonstrate its commitment to
speed, scale, and certainty in
infrastructure development - laying
the foundation for sustained
economic growth and enhanced
global connectivity.
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Digitised future of air ravel

|ATAYS 2025 Global Passenger Survey highlights twa key trends
that are redefining passenger travel experience — ncreasing
refisnce on mobike devices; and rapid adoption of Bometrics

The resilts, batead o ower 10000
responses from more than 200 countries,
show that passengers who hie Lsed
bicrmestrics report high |evel of
satisfaction, with ES per cent sayeng they'
are happy with the experience; booking
and payment habits ane shifting towands
muobile channels, and digital wallet us=
has incressed signhcantly.

Women are more ikely 1o consider airline reputationand
past experiemnoes when making deciions, whilemen tend to
adopt airlineapps more quickly than women. Younges
trawelders are the hardest group to satishy, with fewer reporting
high satifartion with their journeys, the resubs show.

My 78 per cert of passengers want to wse 8 smartphan=
that combines a digital waSiet, digital passport and |oyalty cerds
0 book, pay and naigats airport processes,

LUpgradation on the radar

Thehrit B-52 radar modernisation
programme rapid pratotype for the
United States Air Force has been
delivered to the 413th Test Wing,
§ Echwards Air Force Base, for testing. The
f radar upgrades improve the aircraft's
navgabon accuracy, targeting and
traching while providing new, high-resoletion mapping
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¥ WAITING IN THE WINGS

Startup airlines look skyward again

TAXING. After a long wait, will the high-growth Indian aviation market finally see new airlines taking off this year?

—
Anzesh Phadnis

ill India soon have three
new airlines? While rhe
ocountry’s airline startup
story a0 far bad been about

big promises and missed deadlines, Civil
Avtation Minlster Bam Mohan Naidu Kin-
‘s recent meeting with the pro-
moters of Shanlch Air, Al Alrand Fly-
Bﬁ::: has rekindled hopes of new
j taking to the skies.

“Ir has heen an endesvour of the Min-
ISy o encourage more alrlines n Indian
aviation, which is amongst the fastest
puw]ug avzaiiun muarkers i the worid,
owing 1o the policles of the government
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi Gov-
ernment schemes like UDAN have en-
abled smaller carriers Star Alr, India One
Alrand Fiy?1 o play an imporant role in

the regional connectivity within the
counrry, abd there Is more seope for fur-
ther gmwer" Naidu said inhis social me-
diz on Decernber 23
agside Shankh Ale. Al Hind Air and

FlyExpress, Alr Kerabs and Truder, too,
are waiting kn the wings. All of them have
recelved the Mindstry's ‘no objection dear-
ance' — some over 3 year ago — bur have
been hamstrong by thelr inability to pro-
curgairerafi and delaye i raksing fands.

However, there could be some good
news arownd the comer.

CAUTIOUS REETART
“Weh W ilgg lerter of intenr toleass
one Alrbus alrcraft this monch”
sabd Umesh Vankasvalapatl, Mamaging
Direcror of Truler
Trulet flew during 2015-22 before run-
oot of funds this cdme around,
W arl wants 1o play safe. “We

n T dons with ar least
pla Ln.ﬂ'i rwill help us in main-
mlnlng schedule reliability In cise of ad-
verse weather or anags. Business can be
viahle onby If there ks a certain scale. This
vear, we hope to get five alreraft and have
20 alreralt bn three vears,” he sald Truler
will be based in Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh.

In  ocomtrast, Urtar  Pradesh-based
Shankh Alr's Chalrman, Sharvan Komar
Vishwakarma, seems w be 3 man in a
huiery.

He old a wire agency on December 30
thar the airline |5 likely w stan opera-

AIR POCKET. Al Hind Air is Facing delays in securing regulatory approvals

tions in the firet half of Tanuary, with an
initial fleer of three Alrbus sroraft The
airlime will connect Lucknow with Delhi,
Mumbal and other metroz. Two days
biter, the airline sald it plans to com-
mence operations arowsd March, In an-
ather  interview, Vishwakarma sald
Shankh Ale will affer flar farea through
the vear. He sald the airline Is well-funded

hag even received loans from forelgn
hanks,

For now, however, Shankh Alr's plan 1o

stary operations by the first quarter of
2026 aFPea.r mu].iluh.r It does not have the

cruczl ‘ar o certificare’ (AOC)
needed to start commercial pperations,
There s no informatkon on i1s alreraft de-

Dverles or pilor hiring, among other
thiige

Another startap, Al Hind Alr s also on
a gricky wicket, with reportg of staff being
sent on leave withour pay from Novens-
ber 15 due to delays in securing regular-
ory approvals.

RIGORDUS PROCESS
As norms, companies seekmg the

vil Avlation Ministry's NOC for an alr-
line must bave minimum paid-up cagical
of £1-50 crore. The requirement ls €1
crore for a cargo airline, €5 crore for
schediled commuzer Etegiunﬂ},and 50
crore for scheduled airlines.

Besides submitting a business pian to
the Civil Aviation Ministey, alelines must
secure security clearance from the
BOVETTIMENE.

The more rigorous task, however, in-
volves securing an AOC from the Direct-
orate General of Chvl Aviation [DGCA).

Companies have (o prepare manils
oft engineering, operanions and safery,
specifying the exact alrevafi each alrline
intends [0 operate. An important. aspect
of this exescise ia the [nspection of facile-
fes and 3 gabletop exerclse o simulae
various operational scenariog, ranging
from senvice recovery following shags (o
aireraft hijack. The final sep s a proving
flight 1o assess the operational readiness
of the new airline.

While inian ideal scenarto, an ACC pro-
cess can be complered in glx months, eyp-
beally it takes 9-12 months.

“We have completed one step of the
DGCA AOC process and prepared the re-
quired operations manuaks. We will be
moving to our sew office this monath and

lan to star operatons in the summer
schedule. Initially, we plan o invest $500
crore intheairdine,” Vankayalapari sxid.

NEED FORCAPITAL
While dnn‘mnl.:gaﬂsungn r growth slvwed
kgt year {around 4 per contin the first 11
months}, the Eﬁum.uhl.eg dre kmmensa.
India is the d T oadr Trans|
market in the mau'id behind the US and
China Neasly 174 imillion T
rraselled from aid within | in 2024,
socording to the Internatbonal Alr Trans-
Assockarion dara. Policies 1ike UDAN
wve brought alr connectivity o tier-2
and -3 gowms, and fuelled the growth am-

hithons of sgart-ups:

Aviation sector experts say startup alr-
lines need o demonstrate confidence to
alrcraft lessors and inal equi
muanifacrurers. Tha.t,ﬁlrfturn. i!ﬂﬂ
sound business plan and a strong man-
agement team. “Alrlines don't make
money until they reach a certain scale
and, thus, need w provision for Iosses,
Fram a lessor perspective, the most im-
portant questiens are, ‘How will the grar-
up pay lease rent’ and “Whest will the
cash flows be like', " said aviation consul-
ant Vishok Mansin

“Srarr-ups bn i rowth markers like
India are logical, bur o s golng @ be
tough, given the marker structure. Fora
natloral-level alrdine, start wonld re-
ﬂnr_ uire close o £1 billlon funding for de

five vears to survive and remain rel-
evant,” said Kapil Ksul, CEOQ of con-
sultancy CAPA India

While Go First's ban ;and
Spiceler’s challenges have 28079
cautiows, lrger plavers continue to sup-
ply planes o Indis, Mansingh sasd, “Each
company has its own risk appetite, based
o irs expogure o an airline or the coun-
ry.” he remarked.

Will the newcomers win lessors’ con-
fidence? We will have to look skywards
for the answer.

We value your feedback
Do send your comments to

bllogistics@thehindu.co.in
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Amazon boosts delivery in N-E region
with addition of freighter services

Cullder Alrlines, which oper-
ares & chamer service for
Amazon, has started three
weekly flights on the Delhi-
Guwahari-Hanot FOWTE,
boosting the e-commerce
platform’s deliveries in the
North-Esst reglon.

“We started the Guwahatl
service this month Our in-
bound flights w Guwahatl
are full, and we are carry 20-
ples tonnes one way,” sald

Quikler CEO Caprain
Preetham Philip,
Quiklet began operations

i January 2003 and operates
services with two Boeing 737
frelghters exclusively for
Amazon. While one of them
now operates o Vietnam via
Guwahard, the other flies on
the Delhi-Murmbal-
Bengaluru roate.

SGuwahatl has strong in-
bound flows. Ourboand
cargo is limized, but there ks

TAKING WING. Quic b=t Alrfines s started threes wesidy
flights on the Delhi-Guwahati-Hanoi route, boosting the
e-commerce platform’s defearies in the Morth-East region

scope for ex of perish-
:hlrcmmngires. 1.'?: will
disenss opportunities with
the State government and
the Agriculoural and FPro-
cessed Food Products Ex-

it Develogment Authos-
iry," he said,

ELUE DART SERVICES

Quikfer is the second cargo
airline 10 operate flights w
CGuwahati after Blue Dart,

which began services In
January 2024. Blue Dart flies
its Boeing 737 freighter sic
times a week o Guwahatl,
carrying mall, parcels and e-
commerce inems.

According o Alrport Au-
thaority ¥ of India
dara, berween April and
Nowemnber 2025, the Guwa-
hazi girpory handled 19422
metric onnes, a growthof 13
PET CENE OO 3 Vear-On-year

hagis. Cargo tonsage contin-
wes 1o . led by perish-
ables. lm Geroag-run
Guwahati Intermarional Alr-
port Lid {which ls one of
three o handlers ar the
ali ) achleved its highest-
d'.munﬂﬂ','cargn Imﬁgzlqu
volume atr 1,362 tonnes in
December.

NEW TERMINAL
‘While a new passenger ter-
ninal was Insugurated by
Prime Minister Norendra
Maodi last month, the Adani
Group also plans to develop
an integrated cargo tarminal
The overall alrport develop-
MEnt TEPresents an invest-
ment of £5 000 crore, includ-
Ing €1.000 crore earmarked
for maintenance, repair and
overhanl (MEO) facilivies.
Planned  Integrazed  do-
mestle and Imernarional
cargn infrastrwcrure will fur-
ther strengthen trade, logist-
lies and employment genera-
Thon across the reglon, said
the Group last month.
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AA|B team begins
investigation into
IndiaOne Air crash

ATEAM OF the
@- Ajrcraftaccident
Investigation

Bureau [aaif) on
Sunday began probing the
emergency crash landing of
asmall aircrah near Rourkela
in Odisha, a senicr official
sald. At lesat six peaple,
nc udl ng two pilots -w-u:'n:
red Nh 13 nine :.E
d a0ne Air plan l‘!:ld
:-n:ed Ia ::I ingin an open
area r Kansor on
S,a’.urd.:-.-' aftermoon
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IndiGo woos rival pilots with
bonus up to ¥50 lakhs, Esops

YARUQHULLAH KHAN
Hew Dehi Januwary 11

BUDGET CARRIER INDIGD i
offed ng Captains and First Offi

cers, el fojoin the organiss

tion by Febmary 1 0 massive pin

ing bonuses up ta €50 lakhs

alongwith oontmots whic hpoar

antee fying hours, Bvourable
home basesand Emplovee Stock
Ovwmershlp Plans (ESOPs) inan
atiempt tomeett be Doeciomie
G of il Ao tior! s (DGICA)
I-Ig ht [ I-.rr:( Tume Limitatons
(FDTL) mooms,

*Indilio has reached out to
mary pllots n dval aldines and
hasoffered o compensate them
ta break their cument bonds if
theycan prin befon the Flwuary
10th deadline. Compensation in
the range of €20-50 likhs s
hFII‘IE nffered to ANy SeTior
pilots in India]a senbor eveouti ve
fromadomesticcarner fold FE

He added that beyond the
||ptrnnt;|ri|11ng b, IndiCen is
guamntesing up o 50 dying

SPOILT FOR CHOICE

B IndiGa has
offered to
compensate
pilots to
break their
currant
bonds if they
can join
before the
February 10

B Compensation inthe
range of #20-50 lakhs
is being offered to many
senior pllots

B Also on offer is up to
50 flying hours

guaranteed per month for
the first six months

huners permonth for the st si
monthsofemployment, provid
ing sew joiners with stable
|nrnrrr\-1n|'ﬂ|r?nn|1t]%hlrx[r
riessce In theoritical Initial period.

Other  executives  from
LndiGo wid FE that the sirfine
also nr1|:'rir||_=; | m|'||.r|1l.rpr Stock
Owmeer shilp M ans (ESOPs) to lum

phiots and align thels interests
with the aiding's future perfor
e,

I'hr'}' als=o said that same
pllots are being offered shost
term bond contmctswithmone
taryrevands of upto €1 25 crom
upon suceessiul |:nn1p3rrinn_.'.
substantialinceqtve desd gred o

retaln talent beyond the initial
o iryE persd

InliGo has alan swestened Its
recruitment stmtegy byincen
tvisingits inoumbent smplovees
to rrrml.mrmirll.rlt candsdates,

" Existing staff memmbers will
PEteveE T O L T o el o
ranging from € $0,000 -7 %, 000
for each pllot seceessiully
onboarded befome Férnmany 10,
effiecthvely turning the airines
workforce mito recruiters and
leveraping intemal networks o
|-:|:|'|n1r:r=]1.|ri nt;f'rln Inch G exer
utive said. Bmails sent to IndiGo
remained tmanswered 1l the
time ofgoing to press

lincdiiCo has commitied tot he
Directorate GeneralofCivil Avi
athon (DGOA) that it will induct
neardy 100 pilots in January
alone o stabilics operations The
Anfime r|1rn"n1l:,rr"m |'|lrr:,rs 3,085
pllots but requires sipnificantly
more crew members to comply
with thenew safety-enhandng
rules without dismpting flight
schedules,
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2 injured in Odisha
aircraft crash-landing

airlifted to Mumbai

Press Trust of India
BHUBANESWAR

Two passengers injured in
the emergency crash-land-
ing of a small aircraft near
Rourkela in Odisha were
airlifted to Mumbai for
treatment, while another
injured person is on venti-
lator support, a senior offi-
cial said on Sunday.

At least six people, in-
cluding two pilots, were in-
jured when a nine-seater
aircraft of India One made
an emergency crash-land-
ing near Rourkela in Od-
isha on Saturday
afternoon.

Speaking to pressper-
sons at the accident spot,
the Odisha's government’s

Commerce and Transport
Department Principal Se-
cretary Usha Padhee said
that two injured passen-
gers (a couple), on their
personal wish, were airlift-
ed to a hospital in Mumbai
this morning.

“The two passengers
were under treatment in a
private hospital in Rourke-
la. They wanted to go to
the Mumbai hospital for
further treatment. After
getting clearance from the
Rourkela hospital, they left
for Mumbai,” she said.

Meanwhile, a three-
member team of the Air-
craft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) on Sun-
day started its probe into
the crash-landing incident.
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Fogged out: How Railways and alrhnes tackle fog—mduced disruptions in winter

Sukalp Sharma and Dheeraj Mishra
New Delhi, January 11

EVERY WINTER, Indian travellers face a
familiar challenge in the form of fog. Both
airlines and the Indian Railways are hit by
delays and cancellations owing to the low
visibility, particularly in northern India.
What impacts both modes of transpor-
tation is radiation fog. It forms under clear
winter nights, when the ground cools
rapidly, moisture condenses, and gets
trapped by stagnant air. Pilots and officials
with Indian carrierssay thatsmogand high
pollution levels have, over the years, com-
pounded fog-related disruptions.
Technology has helped blunt the impact
toanextent, but the rapid growth in traveller
volumes means that systems are always

playing catch-up.
Specialised take-offs, pilots
When visibility falls drastically due to

fog, airports start operating under Low Vis-
ibility Procedures (LVPs). These involve

specialised operations such as Low Visibility
Take-Off (LVTO) and Instrument Landing
System (ILS) CAT B landings.

I Sisaground-based radio navigation sys-
tematairports that provides precise horizon-
tal and vertical guidance to aircraft. On the
other hand, CAT IIIB is one of the highest
levels for precision approaches for aircraft
landings, allowing landings even when vis-
ibility is as low as 50 metres. However, notall
Indian airports have these capabilities, and
both the aircraft and their crew also need to
beequipped and certified for such operations.

To minimise disruptions, airlines try to
ensure that an adequate number of pilots
trained for low-visibility operations are
available. Real-time metecrological datais
also monitored for fog prediction.

Still, natural limitations do arise. LIVPs
dictate that the distance and time between
landings and take-offs increase to ensure
safety. This leads to backlogs in departures
and arrivals and addsto airport congestion.

Theairlines plan fair-weatheralternative
airports for fog-prone airports, incase flights

Heavy fog at the New Delhi Railway Stationin late December 2025. amiT MEHRA

havetobe diverted. Diversionsare based on
real-time weather and visibility situations
atnearby airports, where the carrier’s engin-
eeringstaffisstationed. Severe fog-induced
disruptions can also have a cascading im-
pact across the carrier’s network. This is

most likely for disruptions at anairport like
Delhi, a major hub for India’s biggest airlines
—IndiGoand AirIndia. Anaircraftanda set
of crewwork on multiple flightson different
sectors throughout the day, and disruptions
can particularly impact large networks and

high aircraft and crew utilisation levels.
Another factor is the Flight Duty Time
Limitation (FDTL) guidelines, which say
thatif pilotsand erew exceed the maximum
permissible duty time for the day — even if
they have not been able to operate any
flights —they have to be taken off duty.

Kavach for trains

During winters, trains in northern India
can be delayed for more than 12 hours,
owing to fog. To overcome this problem,
Railways has been taking up multiple
measures, including the provisioning of fog
safety devices (FSD) and deployment of the
Automatic Train Protection System.

FSD or Fog pass device is a GPS-based,
handheld system provided tolocomotive pi-
lotsin the affected sections. Italertsthetrain
driverthrough anaudio-visual alarm ifit de-
tects anythingwithin the geo-fenced range.
It also provides information on warning
boards, signals and level crossing gates.

Last month, the Minister for Railways,
Ashwini Vaishnaw, told the Rajya Sabhathar

25,939 FSDs have been provisioned for the
season. Almost 23% ofthe total FSDsgotothe
Northern Railway alone, as it operates the
most trains in the most fog-prone regions.

Apart from this, a modified automatic
signalling system has been introduced in
Northern Railway and North Central Rail-
way torestrict the number of trains unning
between stations during fog. The Railways
have alsointroduced luminous strips on sig-
nallingequipment to improve visibility.

Another important mechanism is the
Autornatic Train Protection (ATP) system or
Kavach, which is being deployed in select
sections. Itwill ensure that locomotive pilots
canmaintain theirtrain’sspeed evenduring
dense fog. Theywould noteven have tolook
outside the cabin forasignal, asthe relevant
information is flashed on a dashboard in-
stalled inside the locomotive.

Kavach alsoapplies the brakes automati-
cally in case a pilot fails to do so. The ad-
vanced version of this system, Kavach 4.0,
is planned for large-scale deployment over
the rail network.
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The alrcraft after it crash-landed at Kansor in Odisha on Saturday. (PTI)

e

Aircraft with 6 on board
crash-lands in Odisha

SUBHASHISH MOHANTY

Bhubaneswar: Six people
were injured after a single-en-
glne, nine-seater alrcraft be-
longing to a private atriine
crash-landed at Kansor near
Jalda, around 20km from Ro-
urkela, on Saturday afternoon.

The pilot chose an open
fleld near the Rourkela alr-
strip to land the alrcraft on
15 belly. It 15 not Immedlately
clear if the aircraft had devel-
oped a technical snag,.

The InJured have been
identified as Anita Sahoo,
50, Sahita Agarwal, 35, Sunil
Agarwal, 40, Susanta Kumar
Biswal, 46, Captain Naveen
Kadanga, 46, and co-pllot
Tarun Shrivastava, 46.

The district administrative
team rescued the Injured with
the help of locals and shifted
them tohospitals In Rowrkela,

Oxlisha transport minlster
Bhibhuti Bhusan Jena sald:

“All the passongers are un-
dergoing treatment and are
safe. . The India One Afr type
of aireraft (Caravan 208) bear-
Ing reglstration VT-KSS was
fiving from Bhubaneswar
to Rourkela. [t departed at
12.27pm and force-landed at
a place near Jakla, elght nav-
tical miles short of Rourke-
la. The pilois saved preclous
Lives.”

Jeng sald the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation had
bean Informed. “The alrline
Wil be reporting the detalls to
the DGCA and Alrcraft Accl-
dent Investigation Burean for
further actlon,” he sald.

The DGCA, in a media
release, said India One Air
operated under the Centre's
UDAN scheme that alms to
provide alr connectivity to
tier-2 and 3 citles. [t said the
pllot gave a Mayvday call to
Rourkela alr trafflc control
at 1.14pm and made a forced

landing at 1.20pm.

Chief minlster Mohan
Charan Majhi posted on X: “1
am deeply saddened to learn
about the plane crash that oc-
curred in Rourkela. The news
that all passengers are safo by
the grace of Lomd Jagananth 1s

reassuring,

Former Indian Air Foree
officer Group Capialn Sanjeeb
Mohapatra sald: “We don't
have any Information on why
the pilot decided to crash-
land on an open atrfield. Some
technlcal snag must have de-
veloped. We need to wait for
the detafls.”

Former Indlan Alrlines
pilot, Captaln Manmath
Routray, said: “The Cess-
na Grand C208B aircraft
has a good reputatlon, It
has a rellable engine. A me-
chanical or technical glitch
must have happensd. The
pilot did the right thing by
foree-landing.”
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CALCUTTANS BOOKED ON FLIGHTS VIA DELHI, MUMBAI

IndiGo’s Airbus to Athens ready for take-off

SANJAY MANIML

Caleutta: IndiGo has un-
vieiled a new narrow-body
plane capahle of covering
dis tances exceed ing 8,000
kllometres Ina single fight,
offering direct services to
Athens fiom Mumbai and
Delhi.

Calcutta is not yeton
the route map, but many
Caleuttans have already
booked Athens-bound
flights, sonarees said.

IndiGo recently inducted
an Alrbus A2 1XLR into iis
fleet, a long-range variant
of the Airbus A321neo.
Officials announced that
It will operzite non-stop
services from Mumbai to
Athens starting January
23, and Delhi to Athens
from January 24, with
three weekly flights on both
routes.,

The Airbus AS21XLR,
anext-generation nar-
row-hody aircraft with a
range of up to #, 700 kilo-
metres and enhanced fuel
efficiency, allows IndiGo to
serve longer international
routes while maintaining
high cost-efficiency.

i vaneeen

IndiGo's Airbus A321XLR

“There are several
bookings on the flight from
Caleutta,” said a travel in-
dusiry source.

According to sources, &
reftuwrn trip from Caleutta o
Athens via Delhi or Mumbai
omn this aircraft costs aroand
F45,000 in economy class,
eom pared with the usual
average of 60,000,

“Greece is one of the top
tourist destinations from
Caleutta among Schengen
countries, Every year, be-
tween 30,000 and 45,000
people from the easter i re-

glon visit Greeee,” sald Anil

Punjahi, chaivman of the
Travel Agents Federation
of India (TAFI), eastern
region.

“Most passengers cur-
rently travel via Gulf coun-
rfes, With IndiGo's new
aireraft and competitive
fares, interest in Greece is
expected (o rise,” he added.

The Airbus AAZIXLR fea-

tures a dual-class confignra-
tiom with 12 IndiGoStretch
and 183 economy class seats,
an airline official said.
“Airbus A32 Ineo vsed
on international sectors has
232 economy seats, Another

|

Inside the aircrafl: 12 IndiGoStreich and 183 economy class seats and more

domestic eomfiguration
his 12 IndiGoStretch and
208 seonomy seals. So the
AJ21XLR provides more
leg space for passengers,” a
souroe said.

Of a total firm order for
40 AJZIXLR aircraft, nine
are expected to be deliv-
ered in 2026, After the first
international induction to
Athens, subsequent aiveraft
will serve existing routes
such as Istanbul, Turkey,
and Denpasar, Bali.

Incoming deliveries
will then enable IndiGo to
expand to new long-haul

L5

| routes in Enrope and East
| Asia

Picter Elbers, IndiGo's
CEO, said: “The advanced ca-
pabilities of this aircraft en-
able us to reach new regions
across the globe,”

Jdurgen Westermeier,
president and managing
director of Airbus India and
| South Asin, said: “By open-
| ing mid-to-long-haul routes
previonsly unreachable by
| single-aisle aircraft, this de-
| livery catalyses IndiGo's in-
| ternational growth and sig-
| nificanily enhances India's
| global connectivity.”
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