_Corporate Communications Directorate

DAILY GUARDIAN

DELHI 11 JANUARY 2025

Delhi airport’s T2 terminal
to undergo 6-month
refurbishment from April

Terminal 2 of Delhi Afrport
will undergo a comprehen-
sive refurbishment from
April onwards for around
Rix mirmths

The terminal was ariginal-
Iy constructed 40 years ago
by the Airports Authority of
India { AAT)

It will undergo a compre-
hensive refurbishment,
spearhesded by GMR Air-
ports Limited-led Diethi n-
ternational Airport Limited
(DAL

The relurbishment will
modernize key areas of the
terminal and surrounding
infrastructure, ensuring
that T2 remains a top-tier
facility in the global avia-
tion landscape, capable of
accommodating the evolyv-
iy needs of passengers and
supporting the airport’s
continued growth.

The refurbishment of Ter-
minal 2 is part of DIAL's
commitment Lo crealing a
world-class hub for travel-
bersacrnss India and South-

rast Asia. The terminal and

its associated apron have
been serving passengers
[or over [four decades, and
with the rapid increase in
air traffic, major upgrades
are essential.

The Refurbished T2 will
have new passenger board-
ing bridges. The Aerobridg-
e will have autonomous
docking technology, Uhe first
ofits kind in India. Modern
eeilings and skylight de-
signs for a more appeating
environment. Advanced
flooring, and better road
eonnectivity for passengers”
CONVENIeNoe.

The enhancements will
help accommodaie the an-
ticipated surge in domes-
tic passenger numbers,
with DAL projecting that
it will reach its masximum
passenger capacity by FY
202526,
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Domestic terminals at the

airport to get a makeover

The project will be undertaken at a cost of ¥21.8 crore. The flooring in T1 and T4, spanning

50,000 sq.m, will be replaced in the next 15 months, says an official of Airports Authority of India

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Airports Author-
Tity of India (AAI)

plans to refurbish
the flooring in domestic
terminals of the Chennai
airport at a cost of 321.8
crore in the coming
months.

“The entire flooring in
the two domestic termi-
nals [T1 and T4], spanning
50,000 sq.m, will be re-
placed in the next 15
months. We called for ten-
ders last month, and the
contract should be given
shortly,” an AAI official
said.

With a growing need for
expansion and more facili-
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Set for an upgrade: The two domestic terminals will be renovated

in a phased manner. FILE PHOTO

ties at the airport, the AAI
recently began the second
stage of the 32,467-crore
Phase II Modernisation
Project, as part of which
they have taken up the
construction of a new inte-
grated terminal building
(NITB) for international op-
erations. One part of the

NITB is open for interna-
tional passengers, while
work is under way on the
other part.

Meanwhile, the officials
said the domestic termi-
nals will also get a makeov-
er, which will be done in a
phased manner. The exist-
ing granite tiles will be re-

moved and replaced with
marble flooring. “If it is an
empty area, then work can
be finished quickly in three
months. But with the pas-
senger footfall, each area
has to be earmarked and
barricaded gradually and,
hence, it would take about
a year and a half to finish
this work,” the official said.

Welcoming the move,
Ramkumar, a regular flyer,
said: “Many of the chairs
seem to have a worn-out
look; it would be nicer if
they are changed on a
priority basis. The authori-
ties need to keep separate
trays for shoes and cut
down the congestion at the
security check in T1 termi-
nal,” he said.
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Delhi to hegin renovation of Delhi to begin renovation of T2, to shift operations to T1
T2, to shift operations to T1

RAJESH KUMAR = NEW DELHI

elhi airport’s Terminal 2

(T2) will remain closed
for about six months for
refurbishment works in the
next financial year. Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL) has unveiled an
ambitious plan to
refurbish Terminal 2 or T2 of
the Indira Gandhi
International Airport which
was built by the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) four
decades ago.
During the renovation, T2
will temporarily close for four
to six months, with
operations being shifted to
the newly expanded Terminal
1 to minimise disruption.
Sources said the
refurbishment work is set to
commence in the 2025-26
financial year, with
completion targeted by the
second quarter. The upgrades
are expected to be completed
by the second quarter of
Financial Year 2026.
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
asked the operator of IGI
airport to undertake a
comprehensive overhaul of
Terminal 2 (T2). The
financial year starts from

April 1, 2025,

According to DIAL, the
closure will not significantly
impact airport operations as

Terminal 1 (T1) will
accommodate the additional
load of passengers. T2, which
was constructed 40 years ago
by the AAI, will undergo

extensive renovations to
improve the  passenger
experience and  increase
capacity for future growth. T1
and T2 currently serve
domestic  flights  while

Terminal 3 (T3) handles
international flights.
The decades-old terminal will
undergo significant upgrades
aimed at elevating the
passenger cxieriencc and
increasing the  airports
capacity to meet future
growth demands,” said DIAL
in a Press statement.
Continued on page 8

From page 1
Key elements of the
refurbishment include the

installation of six state-of-the-

art Passenger Boarding
Bridges (PBBs) featuring
autonomaous docking

technology, the first of its
kind in Inciia, These advanced
PBBs will offer features such
as elevated ramps for
wheelchair  access  and
adjusted cabins for a seamless
experience. The terminal will
also receive mechanical and
electrical upgrades, including
new HVAC systems for better
air quality and enhanced fire
safety measures.

According to airport operator,

DIAL will procure six state-
of-the-art Passenger Boardin
Bridges (PBBs) from Snutg
Korea, incorporating
advanced features including
elevated ramps to assist
wheelchair passengers;
Adjusted cabins for a seamless
passenger experience;
Autonomous docking
technology (first time in
India); Side-covering
cushions for enhanced safety
and aesthetics and swin
doors for operator safety a.nE
a better aesthetic appeal.

The terminal’s aesthetics will
be upgraded with modern
ceilings and skylight designs,
creating a more appealing
environment. The civil works

include smart washrooms,
advanced flooring, and better
road  connectivity  will
improve passenger
convenience. Canopies at the
forecourt will ensure a dry,
comfortable experience for
passengers, especially during
the monsoon.

T2 opened in May 1986, and
was initially used for
international flights till July
2010, when those operations
shifted to T3. After this, the
terminal remained
operational for only three
months every year, catering to
Haj flights. It was then shut
for a few vears, and in 2017,
was renovated, and now-
bankrupt airline Go First and

a few IndiGo flights started
operations from here.

Officials said 1GI is scheduled
to host the Airports Council

International (ACI) Asia-
Pacific & Middle East
Regional Assembly

conference in mid-April, and
officials from the ministry of
civil aviation confirmed that
the expanded Terminal 1 (T1)
will be ready by early April to
ensure that the country’s
largest airport gets the best
display.

On completion of the ongoing
work, T1 will have a capacity
of 40 million passengers
annually. T2's renovation will
begin only by the end of April
or May once the ACI

conference concludes,”
officials confirmed.

DIAL CEO Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar said the
refurbishment of the four-
decade-old T2 is the need of
the hour. “The decades-old
terminal  will  undergo
significant upﬁrades aimed at
elevating the passenger
experience and increasing the
airport’s capacity to meet
future growth demands” he
said.

DIAL CEO said the overall
passenger experience will be
enhanced by upgrading key
infrastructure,  improvin

operational efficiency, an

elevating passenger comfort.
“With the terminal’s

projected passenger capacity
expected to reach its peak by
FY 2025-26, these
enhancements will be crucial
in supporting the growing
demand for air travel,
particularly for domestic
passengers,” he said.

Last year, the improvement
work of Delhi airport’s
Terminal 1 was done.
Functions in TI1 were
resumed from Augustl?, in
phases. A large section of
Terminal 1's roof collapsed in
the early hours of 28 June
following heavy rain, leading
to the closure of the entire
terminal. One person was
killed and eight others were
injured in the accident.
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Fog blankets Dellu over 100 flights delayed at IGI

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHL, JAN. 10

Dense  fog  enveloped
Delhi, reducing visibility
to zero and disrupting
flight and train opera-
tions on Friday as the
weather department pre-
dicted rain over the week-
end,

Over 100 flights were
delayved at the Indira
Gandhi  International
Ajrport and 26 trains
were late, according 1o
officials.

The India meteorologi-
cal department (IMIN
said zero visibility was
recorded in Palam at 4.30

am.

At 530 am, visibility at
Safdarjung was 50 meters,
it said. The national capi-
tal recorded a maximom
temperature of 17.6° C, a
notch below normal, with

Visitors at the India Gate on a cold and foggy wmter
morning in New Delhi on Friday.

a minimim temperatine
of & C, 0.9 notches below
normal.

The weathor department
has predicted a cloudy sky
with light rain and thun-

derstorms over the wesk-
end. Dense fog is also like
lv in some areas in the
maorning,

The maximum and min-
Imum temperatires are

expected o settle around
15" and 8° C, respectively.

The air quality in the
city 8 nearing the
‘severe” category as the
air quality index (AQL) at
4.00 pm was 397 in the
Very poor’ category on
Friday, according to the
CPCB.

Out of 29 monitoring
stations, 18  stations,
including Ashok Vihar,
Bawana, Dwarka, and
Jahangirpuri, recorded
ARl readings in the
‘severe’ calegory, with
readings above 400,

An AQI between 0 and
50 is considered ‘good,’ 51-
100 'sntis.t'n:mry.' ml-HH}
‘moderate,’” 201-300 *poor,’
301400 ‘very poor,” and
401-500 “severe.

Abhishek Kar, the senior
programme lead at the
Council on  Energy
Environment, and Water

(CEEW), said, “The city
recorded a minimam tem:
perature of 6°C in the
early hours of January
10.”

“Dense fog reduces the
amount of solar radiation
reaching the ground,
thereby lowering the mix-
ing layer helght and lead-
ing to the accumulation
of pollutants near the
ground,” he said.

“The CAQM has
imposed GRAP Stage 3 in
Delhi  and  adjoining
areas, Authorities should
strictly enforce CAQM'S
orders, including ban-
ning older vehicles from
plying, intensifying pub-
lic transport, introducing
differential pricing to
promote off-peak travel,
and banning dust-gener-
ating construction activi-
ties, to improve air quali-
™ he added.
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Foreign debris mspection
conducted at LGBI airport

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Jan 10: Lok-
priya Gopinath Bordoloi In-
ternational Airport (LGBIA)
conducted a foreign object
debris (FOD) walkthrough as
part of the airport’s effort to
enable safety at the airport
premises.

The walkthrough, which in-
volved amrside personnel in-
specting the airfield and sur-
rounding areas for FOD, was
conducted on Thursday to
identify and eliminate any po-
tential hazards that could com-
promise the safety of aircraft,
equipment and personnel.

During the walkthrough,
airport staff inspected the
runways, taxiways, and
aprons, and removed any
debris or objects that could
pose arisk to aircraft opera-
tions. The exercise was con-
ducted in accordance with
the guidelines set by the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and the In-
ternational Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAOQ).

“We are committed to
providing a safe and environ-
ment for our passengers and
staff. The FOD walkthrough
18 an important part of our
safety protocol, and we will

continue to conduct regular
inspections to ensure that our
airport remains FOD-free,”
an LGBIA spokesperson
said.

The FOD walkthrough is
a proactive measure to pre-
vent accidents, ensure com-
phance with nternational
safety standards, whilst im-
bibing a safety culture among
all stakeholders. By conduct-
ing regular inspections, the
airport can identify and miti-
gate potential hazards, reduc-
ing the risk of damage to air-
craft and equipment, and en-
suring the safety of all users
of the airport.
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FOG BLANKETS DELHI, OVER 100 FLIGHTS DELAYED AT G

Over 100 flights were delayed at Indira Gandhi International Airport, and 26 trains were late

TDG NETWORK

EW DELH

Dense for enveloped Delhi,
reducing visibility to zero
and disrupting [Hght and
train operations on Friday
as the weather department
predicted rain over the week-
end, Owver 100 Mights were
delayed at Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport, and 26
trains were late, according to
officials. The India Meteo-
rologrical Department sasd
zero visihility was reconded
in Palam at 4.30 am,

Al 5,30 am, visibility at
Safdarjung was S0 melers. il
sairl. The national capital re-
corthed @ maxinmm tempern-
ture of 176 degree Celsins, a
notch below nommal, with a
mi e termperature of &
degree Celsius , 09 notches
helrw normal.

The weather department
has predicted a cloudy sky
with light rainand thunder-
storms over the weekend.
Dense fog is also likely in
some areas in the morning.

The maximum and mini-
mum lemperalures are ex-

Men ride cycles amid dense fog on a cold winter morning, in

Mew Delhi on Friday.

pected tosettle arcund 15and
Blegres celsiuz, respectively
The adr guakity in the ity is
nearing the ‘severe’ catego-
ry, as the Air Quality Index
(ACH) af 4 pm was 397 inthe
‘very poor' category on Fri-
day. according to the CPCE.
Ot of 29 monitoring sta-
tions, 18 stations, includ-
ing Ashok Vihar, Bawana,
Dwarka and Jahangirpuri,
recorded ACH readings in
the severe category, with
readings above 4040,
Abhishele Kar, Senior Pro-
gramme Lead at the Council
un Enerpy: Ernvironmend, ard

WateriCEEW), said, Thecity
recorded amindnemn temper-
ature of & degree celsius in
the earty howns of famuary 10,
“Dense for reduces the
amount of solar radiation
reaching the ground, there-
by bowering the mixdngs laver
height and leading to the ac-
cumulation of pollutants near
the ground, “he said.
“CAQM has imposed
GRAP Stage 3in Delhi and
adjoining areas. Authori-
ties should strictly enforce
CAQM's arders, including
banning older vehicles from
plying. intensilying public

THREE INJURED IN SEVEN-VEHICLE PILE-UP ON DELHI HIGHWAY DUE T0 FOG

HAPLUR [UP]: Three
people were mjured on
Friday marning whan
araund seven vehicles
collided on the Delh
highway due to dense
fog, police said, Ac
cordireg Lo police, & car
an raute fo Delhi from
Maradabad rammed into
another car ahead of itin
Babugarh area of Hapur,
because al which the car
driver [mran and his wife
Hoena ware injurnd

The third injured per
s0n has been identified
as Fahoem, who was
travelling manother
vehicle along with
Jeeshan, Shanu and

transport, introducing dif-
ferential pricing to proowofs
off-peak travel, and hanning
dust-generating constric-
Hon acbvities, lo improve
air quality,” Kar said.
Meanwhile, the move-
ment of fMights and pas-
senger irains o and from

Police personnel and people gather where several

vehicles collided due to dense fog on the Delhi-Lucknow
Highway near the Bahadwrgarh station area, in Hapur on

Friday.

Haryana Folice consiable

Ramkumar, atficials said
A police team reached

the-spatand admitted the

impured Lo the hogpstal. The

damanged vehicles wers

the Mational Capital comtin-
ued to remain affected on
Friday due to fog and ad-
verse weather conditions.
Ammid the prevailing dense
fog conditions, Dielhi air-
port autharities on Friday
issued an advisory and
stated that Mighis that

rermoved froom e mad
withlhe help of & crane
anid the highwaywas made
aperational, Station House
Oificar Vijay Bumar Gupla
sad

were ool CAT I compla-
ant would be affected.
Taking to social media X,
the authority wrote in a
post, “While landimgs and
takeoffs continue at Delhi
airport, flights that are not
CAT I compliant may get
alfecied.”
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Passenger traffic at Bangalore Intl
Airport grows 9 pc to 40.73 mn

LN/

NT Correspondent
KMURMEAI

Passenger traffic at Banga-
lore Intermational Airport
grew 9 per cent year-on-year
to 4073 million in 2024, driv-
en by higher air traffic move-
ments and the addition of
new destinations, Bangalore
International  Airport Ltd
(BIAL) has said.

The airport handled 37.2
million passengers in Jan-
nary-December 2023, BIAL

said.

The airport also re
its highest-ever annual cargo
tonnage of 496227 MT in
2024, reflecting strong per-

rted

formance in  international
and domestic segments, it
added.

Boangalore Airport wel-
comed 4073 million (4.07
crore) passengers in 2024
compared to 37.2 million (3.72
crore) in 2024, with the high-
est number of passengers in
a single day getting recorded
at 126,532 on October 20, the

private airport operator said.

Additionally, the airport
recorded a peak of 782 Air
Traffic Movements [(ATMs)
on October 17, 2024, with an
annual average of 723 ATMs
per day.

Stating that the facility wit-
nessed robust growth in both
passenger and cargo traffic
during 2024, BIAL said this
growth was complemented
by a significant surge in dailv
air traffic movements (ATMs)
and the launch of several new
domestic and international
routes.

It also said that for the first
time, the airport surpassed
the milestone of over 40 mil-
lion passengers in a single
calendar year, elevating its
status to a ‘Large Airport’
globally, in line with Airport
Council International’s (more
than 40 million passengers
per annum) categorisation,

As of December 31, 2024,
the airport operator said the
facility serviced 75 domestic
and 30 international destina-
tions, further solidifving its
position as a premier gateway
for passenger and cargo traf-
fic in the region.

The airport expanded its

global network with new
airline partners like Virgin
Atlantic, Salam Air, Manta
Air and Fly8), it said, adding
that the frequency of inter-
national flights increased by
21 per cent, with an average
af 75 ATMs per day in 2024,
up from 62 ATMs per day in
2023,

Major airlines operating to
and from Bengaluru Airport
have increased international
seat capacity by over 3700
daily seats between the be-
ginning of the IATA Summer
2024 season and the Winter
2024 season, BIAL said.

This surge is largely driven
by Indigo's expansion of its
international network and
frequency, along with in-
creased services from several
foreign carriers. As a result,
BLR Airport is now con-
solidating its position as the
third busiest airport in India
for international passenger
numbers, it added.

BIAL said it also experi-
enced  significant  growth
in cargo volumes - process-
ing 496227 metric tonnes
(MT) of cargo in 2024 — 17
per cent increase compared
to 2023,



_ AN

Heed faa=aas uifSevor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

" HINDUSTAN

st )

TzT e, a9t dawEaEl
AT TaE] | T i
AR AT ORI TE R | 3
TATS-34 H FAaEiae #
T AT IR | S e
TitFI 3R UATEEE #
R ¥ =T Tee W
gl U=tz o faEn
el &g # | a9 s
A FEm s
iR & UF a5
e T T T W e
e 3 T P #, S
7% TATE-34 H GO #
TRt m T E
G LA B i i 1
T | T 34 S W
T | WA W wEAee O
T &, i e ¥ e
ﬁﬂ@ﬁawaﬁﬂm
T TIE 51 &1 38 T WiH
3T UATERTE & AT &
1 o 2w A 2 2,
Torm upmEiE &) wa I

DELHI

i @ 1334 BT fer e Stae
Oﬁaﬁhwﬁfaiusﬂ ‘03 ferdiezrar Hiaf i
mﬁmﬂmﬂaﬁé i siftrra srge

qETS ot |

¥ iR

S Ugge 3R gen

¢ a7t T w0 wEaf
o AR TerEE @
eS| e R 07 HE
. 30 S 8 oo | g
e A, S,
iz, geesiEs 309 e
T 30 FA W9 T
S 7.1 20 el

e

%m 34?Wﬁﬁmmﬂsﬁqmﬂ
o el g8 & | I IRad 3 W BRaTE 3R

-seis wiféa, st e miE

T  fF Ao v F o
34 ¥ ATl e 3 W
Wﬁwﬁfﬁm:

TRUE " mA W
wAtaeadt o w g ¢ e
: WA o YEel 90T H 9 Tid
F1 1334 TR A AIER
& 1 sEgmw § oS-

s T o S S Rt
ﬁmﬁmﬁrﬁmﬁqﬂ%im
@ W BT
LG I 1 T S
W%Iﬂﬂwwﬁa’m@
Awfefad W e e s,
R SO T HE 2 =
£ EL

12 JANUARY 2025

mﬁaﬂwmwaﬁﬁamﬁﬁraiaﬂamaﬁmmm HUIaeT aanei

TSI CIRUIE b1 Teltd- 34 A SIST ST

U] JeTdi dbs; 1 Il A1D

fieT A=, afies dawEEEl
dimEr gETaEEE

12).

THE F U A

wmmﬁawma‘l‘ﬁmﬁ
B e B A e T
T 97T | e 1 e T I
B & I d |

U e 3 = i S
¥ AUE e UROE F
YT B H a9 s S
TERA B U ST AT

T T o 10 R i
o 37 = S-Sl & S
W e At 7 ™ e E
EATE o SR T HrT A1
ﬁaﬂﬁwaﬁl*ﬁmﬂml

hﬂﬁqmwm A H
258 Tl feaw 3w 176 TRE
#| T R & :m'-ra'-ran
wmﬁuh'nmﬁfm?ml
e BAF HIH Tﬂﬂ%l
T EHT TEE-170 § A
HerE F U T i E
AT AT TR ST
A o7 T Tomem = =

Ade3- 62frlzui3i|a’1

mlﬁ-ﬁfrﬂ:—mmahr
HFET-62-63 W

|3 Wﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ

LWﬂm}mﬂﬂn‘r'

TE mfwilmﬁ?ﬁﬂ
T =Y 1 O TS
&A1 g © AfEA w4 | 2
Hﬂhﬁmmaﬁww
IR ST AT S | T T
 w =0 T T
- TR § A o )



_ AN

YR fAa=aaa uifSeyo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN

DELHI

12JANUARY 2025

IS TRH CH AT
AHIA TSl DATI

| Emazn |

FAT, WS HaATa | FR i
En'?: AT T T I A T
# 31 sy ST ¥ TR o
T T S A | S 0 T
2 7 O F TRH A T A
W TE | S 9 3w a2 E
F WTEAl 7E TEl # | S $
6T HIAG TR A o
WEFE B2

i A e A e
7% et 3 o W e o
e Y F A T ) e

B AR JEge e <l
JREN Dl Jem e
B TR VAT Gl
b Ul 30 g3 i
T = I T g =
ST T 1 SR O S
& A 5 faas e wef
i FerEm e 1ER 3 9w F
qem AW 3] T & S
BT SR 24 H2 e T A Y=
Tl & 1 56 F0 EEE IR H A9
A== = e A R =i
mmfﬂhaam%uﬂ'ﬂ:w
{ o = A e Frfea



_ AN
I faa=9s= wiferevo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDILA,
Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDU DELHI 11 JANUARY 2025

10 grounded Spicelet aircraft
to be back in air by mid-April

Spicelet on Friday said it will bring 10 prounded
aircraft back into service by mid-April. Since
raising €3,000 crore through a qualified
institutional placement in September, the aidine
has added seven aircraft and ungrounded three
of its planes that needed maintenance, allowing
the airline to grow its active fleet size w 28
aircraft. The rebuilding of the feet has allowed
the airline to either add or restore a total of 60
flights over the past three months, it said.
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Darbhanga airport to

go international

lmong positive developments, the
state cabinet ked by CM NEish
Furniar, has approved a progasal ta
arfuiine an additional B97S ages of
lend fer the expansion and
development of Darbhanga Arport
inio an interrational fadiity.
Additionally, the cabingt has
authorzed the acouisSon of 139
arret of land valued at ¥207Tcrore for
the expansion of Raxaul Alrpodt,
which i loca ted near the Irdo-Mepal
barder in East Champaran district
MNongside Patra, Gaya & another
international amaort in the state
Furthermore, ongoing efors ae
being made bo develop and upgrade
mihir Airports, inciding those n
Pumea, Bhagaloor, and Muzatiaepur
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Flyer offloaded, handed over
to cops for theft at airport

3“t|mesnf|nd|a com

Hyderabad: A passenger
was offloaded and apprehen-
ded for allegedly stealing a
fellow traveller's bag in the
departure area at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Air-
port (RGLA).

The suspect was schedu-
led to board an Indigo flight
to Kolkata but was detained
following a complaint by
another passenger, Gajjala
Yoganand. The incident took
place on Jan 6 and came to
light when Yoganand, who
was travelling to Delhion In-
digo flight 6E 6621, noticed
his hand baggage missing
near the washroom at boar-
ding gate 17,

Panicked, he alerted aut-

The suspect removed
250,000 cashand an
iPhone from the bag. He
discarded the phoneina
dustbinand leftthe bag
inthe washroomatgate
12 before boarding flight

horities, prompting an inqu-
iry CISF inspector E Satyaje-
et, based on the complaint,
scanned the CCTV footage,
which revealed that the su-
spect took the bag and proce-
eded toward the smoking zo-
nenear gate11.

Further investigation
showed that the suspect re-
moved 250,000 cash and an
iPhone from the bag. He dis-
carded the phone in a dust-
bin near gate 11 and left the

bag in the washroom at gate
2 before boarding his flight.

Airport authorities reco-
vered the bag, £50,000 cash,
and the discarded iPhone
from the dusthin. The stolen
items were refurned to Yoga-
nand, who subsequently fi-
led a written complaint with
the RGIA police station. He
also reported the incident by
calling 100.

The airline offloaded the
suspect for security reasons.
He was handed over to poli-
ce, A case was registered at
RGIA police station under
section 303(2) BNS. The in-
vestigation was entrusted to
head constable ID Srikanth.
Police inspector K Balaraj
confirmed the case details
and submitted reports to CP
Cyberabad.
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Dense fog
envelops Delhi,
over 100 flights

delayed

NEW DELHI, PTI: A thick
blanket of dense fog envel-
oped Delhi Friday morning,
reducing visibility to zero
which impacted air and
train operations, according
to officials.

They said over 100 flights
were delayed at the Indira
Gandhi International Air-
portand 26 trainsran late.

According to the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment, “Zero visibility has
prevailed over Palam since
4.30 IST with southeasterly
winds blowing at 6-8 kmph.”
Delhi recorded a minimum
temperature of 6° Celsius.
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Akasa’s unique
dilemma: too many
pilots, too little flying

Problem of plenty: Akasa Air operates a fleet of 26 aircraft, but
employs far more pilots than needed for its operations. FILE PHOTO

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The global shortage of new
aircraft has disrupted Aka-
sa Air’s expansion plans,
creating a surplus of hun-
dreds of pilots.

With Boeing 737 MAX
deliveries slowing in 2024,
nearly 400 of Akasa’s 850
pilots remain grounded.
Originally scheduled for 12
months, post-joining train-
ing timelines have
stretched to 18 months,
with some pilots fearing a
further delay of 6 months.

Akasa currently oper-
ates a fleet of 26 aircraft
but employs far more pi-
lots than needed for its op-
erations. The airline offers
grounded pilots a salary
equivalent to 40 flying
hours, resulting in in-
comes 50% lower than
peers involved in active fly-
ing. This financial strain af-
fects both mid-career pi-
lots and new recruits
burdened by training loans
of T60 lakh to 1.2 crore.

In response to a detailed
questionnaire from The
Hindu, the airline’s spokes-
person said, “Despite the
changes in the aircraft de-
livery schedules, more
than 60% of our pilots have
begun to accumulate flying
hours.” The airline added
that by the end of 2025, it
would be able to ensure a
vast majority of pilots start

flying. Since launching in
August 2022, Akasa had
ambitious plans to grow its
fleet to 72 Boeing 737 MAX
8s within five years. Ho-
wever, supply chain dis-
ruptions and regulatory is-
sues in the U.S. in 2024
limited its fleet growth to
just three aircraft last year,
down from the initial pace
of one aircraft per month
in 2022 and 2023. By
March 2025, Akasa expects
to have 27 aircraft — 15 few-
er than planned.

But the airline has been
on a spree to recruit pilots
in large numbers from the
“very beginning” in what
some call a “calculated
risk”. Three years since the
launch it seems “the worst
case scenario has played
out for the airline”, said a
former executive of the air-
line. The person explained
that Akasa needs nearly 18
pilots per aircraft keeping
in mind the pace with
which it planned to double
its fleet. This would mean
that with 26 aircraft the air-
line needs only 468 cockpit
crew of the nearly 850 it
has employed.

Aspects of pilot training
have now come under
scrutiny with complaints
of favouritism in pilot re-
lease schedules and train-
ing lapses leading to fines
and suspensions by the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA).
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Why has the airline pilots’ body called attention to fire risks? What causes lithium-ion batteries to

catch fire? What are the fire-safety equipment and protocols that need to be in place? What

happened when Hurricane Helene struck the US. in November last year?

Vasudevan Mukunth

The story so far:

n January 2, the International
Federation of Air Line Pilots’
Associations (IFALPA) issued three
position papers on the fire risk due to
the use of lithium-ion batteries in airport and
aircraft settings. The papers are motivated by air
operators’ increasing use of electric vehicles
(EVs) and lithium-ion batteries as well as the
batteries becoming more energy-dense.

What is IFALPA?

The IFALPA is a global nonprofit representing
the international community of professional
pilots. After the Second World War, the UN
established the International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) in 1947 to coordinate air
transport and its principles worldwide. A year
later, ICAO organised a conference in London
where pilots could interact with its leaders. The
IFALPA was born at this event with 13 pilots’
associations. According to a source on the ICAQ
website, IFALPA encompassed 104 member
associations representing one lakh professional
pilots worldwide around 2013. Per the same
source, “The belief [is] that the unique
perspective of pilots operating in scheduled

. _:-e—"/ ' W:"W:’r'-l-::\:h‘
— el

Studies have
found that
existing fire
kits have not
been able to

respond

adequately
to fires of
lithinum-ion

batteries

New risks: A technician working on a lithium-ion battery. ISTOCKPHOTO

flying would be of significant benetfit to the
creation and adaptation of ICAO Standards and
Recommended Practices (SARPs) through which
ICAO regulates international civil aviation.” The
IFALPA also provides inputs to the International
Air Transport Association, the Airports Council
International, and the International Federation
of Air Traffic Controllers’ Association.

Why are there fears about lithium batteries?
Almost every major industry in the world is
mechanised to a significant degree, and the
energy for these machines has traditionally been
produced by burning fossil fuels. As climate
mitigation has become more pressing, industries
are under pressure to replace this thermal
energy — the principal cause of global warming
— with electric energy.

For example, EVs draw electric energy from a
battery to drive an electric motor and supply
kinetic energy to the wheels. In an internal
combustion engine, heat energy released by
burning fossil fuel moves pistons, whose motion
is converted to rotary motion of the wheels.

Lithium-ion batteries have emerged as a
popular solution to storing electric energy
because they are energy-dense, rechargeable,
and can be made in almost any shape, which is
useful when there are space constraints as
onboard an aircraft. But lithium-ion batteries
have been known to catch fire when they are
subjected to certain physical stresses.

The fire is the result of the stress creating a
short-circuit inside the battery, leaving it to keep
producing electric current, heat, and oxygen.
The battery’s internal components can become
corroded while the risk of catching fire
increases. The short circuit can be the result of
mechanical, electric, and/or thermal abuse,
which respectively deforms the internal
structure, degrades its electric performance,
and causes heat to accumulate.

For example, after Hurricane Helene struck
the U.S. in November 2024, 48 lithium-ion
batteries reportedly caught fire.

University of South Carolina mechanical
engineer Xinyu Huang said they may have been
the result of EV batteries rarely being rated to be
waterproof when they are sitting in salt water for

Are lithium batteries on flights dangerous?

more than 30 minutes. Such situations are more
likely to occur during flooding, which is
becoming more common due to climate change
and poor urban planning.

What do the IFALPA papers say?

The three position papers are numbered POSOI,
P0OS02, and POS03. POS02 and POSO3 are more
general whereas POSOI1 is more specific.

POSO02 is motivated by the different kind of
fires caused by lithium-ion batteries (compared
to internal combustion engines). As Mr. Xinyu
wrote, “When a lithium-ion battery pack bursts
into flames, it releases toxic fumes, burns
violently and is extremely hard to put out.
Frequently, firefighters’ only option is to let it
burn out by itself.” The position paper thus asks
“airports, rescue and fire-fighting services,
operators, and ground service providers” to
acquire or develop purpose-built fire-safety
equipment and protocols.

POSO03 extends these concerns to the flight
deck — the area colloquially called the “cockpit”
in civilian aircraft — where the batteries may be
present in components required to operate the
aircraft. It also calls attention to studies by the
U.S. Federal Aviation Administration and the
European Union Aviation Safety Agency finding
that existing fire kits couldn’t respond
adequately to fires of lithium-ion batteries with
an energy rating of 100 Wh or higher.

POSOL is concerned with the safe transport of
lithium-ion batteries, especially UN regulations
3480 and 348l. Since the UN classifies these
batteries as “miscellaneous dangerous goods”,
the regulations specify the packaging and
labelling standards required to transport them
by air. UN3480 applies to lithium-ion batteries
transported in bulk and UN348l to lithium-ion
batteries fit inside some equipment that’s being
transported in bulk.

One difference between the two regulations is
that UN3480 requires the batteries to be charged
to less than 30%, also known as state of charge
(SOC) 30%, whereas UN3481 doesn’t. POSO1
contends that UN3481 didn’t adopt this
restriction because it assumed manufacturers
would install safeguards in the equipment to
prevent a fire from one battery spreading to
others. But as the energy density of batteries
and the number of settings in which they are
used is increasing and the size of the equipment
that uses them is shrinking, IFALPA’s position is
that the SOC 30% limit should be extended to
UN3481 as well.
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INBRIEF

10 grounded Spicelet aircraft

to be back in air by mid-April

SpiceJet on Friday said it will bring 10 grounded
aircraft back into service by mid-April. Since
raising 33,000 crore through a qualified
institutional placement in September, the airline
has added seven aircraft and ungrounded three
of its planes that needed maintenance, allowing
the airline to grow its active fleet size to 28
aircraft. The rebuilding of the fleet has allowed
the airline to either add or restore a total of 60
flights over the past three months, it said.
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Singapore-bound
flight turns back due
to technical issues

Murali N. Krishnaswamy
CHENNAI

A scheduled Air India
flight, AI346, on the Chen-
nai-Singapore sector, re-
turned to base early on Fri-

day, after the crew
experienced technical
difficulties.

The Airbus A321 had left

Chennai at 12.33 a.m. and
had climbed to 30,000 ft,
when the crew squawked
the emergency transpon-
der code 7600 around 2
a.m., according to an avia-
tion source. This indicates
that an aircraft has expe-
rienced radio communica-
tion issues or has lost radio
contact.

After the crew followed
standard operating proce-
dures with Chennai air
traffic control, the aircraft

According to an
airline spokesperson,
the nearly 160
passengers were
flown to their
destination on

a relief aircraft

was put in a holding pat-
tern at an altitude of about
10,000 ft in the airspace
over the Bay of Bengal to
burn fuel. The jet then
made a safe landing at 4.12
a.m. and was parked in a
bay at the secondary run-
way. An airline spokesper-
son said alternative arran-
gements were promptly
made and the nearly 160
passengers were flown to
Singapore on a relief air-
craft, an Airbus A320N, at
7.20 a.m. on Friday.
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SPICEJET TO FLY 10 GROUNDED AIRCRAFT
INCLUDING 4 B737 MAX BY MID-APRIL

MUMBAI: Domestic carrier Spicelet on Friday an-
nounced plans to bring back into operations 10 of its
grounded aircraft, including four Boeing B7 37 Max,
by mid-April. The airline said it has added 10 planes
to its fleet since October 2024 — three grounded
aircraft that were brought back into service and
seven inducted on lease. The move comes close on
the heels of Spicelet signing a pact with US-based
engine MRO StandardAero Inc last month for the
restoration of its grounded MAX fleet.
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SpiceJet to unground 10
aircraft by mid-April 2025:
SpiceJet will unground 10
aircraft by mid-April 2025, in
a move aimed at strength-
ening its network and opera-
tional capabilities. As per the
airline, these will include
four Boeing 737 MAX planes.
This initiative is expected to
significantly increase the
current fleet size of 28 air-
craft, even as some aircraft
are redelivered to lessors
during the same period.
Spicelet added 10 planes to
its fleet since October 2024,
comprising three previously
grounded aircraft brought
back into service and seven
inducted on lease.
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