RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI/NOIDA

Limited (NIAL) success!
conducted its first flight validation
test on Monday, marking a
significant step toward the airport’s
commercial launch scheduled for

ril 2025. An IndiGo passenger
ngghl. with a full crew I;Ja;bd stgaﬂ'
from the Airports Authority of
India (AAI), carried out the crucial
trial run between 1-2 pm after the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) approved all
securiilfhed-&
According to officials, the flight
from Delhi to Noida remained
airborne for about two hours before
landing. Officials added the trip
undertook “close coordination
between the pilot and the air traffic
controller (ATC)" and was closely
monitored.  Supervising st
included officials from the DGCA,
Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA),
NIAL and the UP Civil Aviation
Department.
A validation flight is conducted to
verify that an airport meets safety,

oida International Air]l:crt
ully
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operational, and  regulatory
standards. The data collected
during the exercise will be reviewed
by the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) for further
evaluation. Upon DGCA approval,
the airport authorities will apply for
an aerodrome license, wh‘u:E is a
mandatory step before
commencing full operations.
Validation flights, also known as
proving flights, are a key part of the
certification process. They are
conducted to verify that the airport
meets safety, operational, and

regulatory standards.
At the event, Union Minister for
Civil Aviation Kinjarapu

Rammuohan Naidu said, “With the
validation flight happening today,
we are committed to finishing the
airport project before the end of
April”  “Today marks a very
impartant occasion in the progress
of the airport and definitely
whatever support is required from
the Ministry of Civil Aviation we
will continuously provide so that
the early operations from the
airport can begin" he said. Naidu

Validation flight lands at Jewar Airport

The first test flight being accorded a ceremonial water cannan salute upon i1s landing at Noida International Airport 2mid the ongoing trials, al
oJowdr n Gautarm Buddha Nogar dierich Utlar Praosh

noted that this project has so far had
50 million m:m-{mu:s and not a
single incident has happened. “I
don't think any other project in the
country of such scale can boast of
that record so I congratulate the
whole team who has made this
possible” the minister said.

Noida International Airport CEO
Christoph Schnellmann said the
successful completion of validation

flights reflects the dedication and

meticulous planning that has gone
into ensuring the airport is ready for
commercial operations. "We are
gearing up for the airports opening
and look forward to welcomin

passengers to the airport,” he addcrf
The walidation flight is being
conducted on an Airbus A-320 to
test the RNP (Required Navigation
Performance) procedures and ILS

L)

(instrument landing  system)
approach procedures. The RNP is a
set of navigation specifications that
allow aircraft to fly precise flight

aths with high accuracy.
Meanwhile, Naidu said the country
is witnessing exceptional success in
the civil aviation industry because
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
In the last 10 years, the number of
airports in the country has almost

doubled, he added.

The minister lauded Gautam
Buddh Nagar Lok Sabha MP
Mahesh Sharma and Jewar MLA
Dhirendra Singh for the progress of
the aj.rci:pcun project. “Everyone has
worked together as a team to see
that the stream becomes reality.
From the ministry I can tell you that
Jewar International Airport is the
most prestigious project in the
whole country especially because of
the idea that it is catering to the
Delhi NCR territory and also for the
Western Uttar Pradesh,” Naidu said.
“In the future also, it is going to be a
wonderful airport. Not only India
but the whole world is going to be
proud of the airport,” he said. “1
need to especially thank the farmers
who have made this airport a reality
and all the workers who have
worked day and night to ensure that
the timeline is also met,” he added.

The greenfield airport is being built
in the Jewar area of Gautam Buddh
Nagar district in Uttar Pradesh,
some 75 km off Delhi and will be
the national capital region’s second
international airport. Yamuna

International  Airport  Private
Limited, a fully owned subsidiary of
Swiss firm Zurich International
Airport AG, is building the airport
for the Uttar Pradesh government
in a public-private partnership
model. The airport’s first phase-
comprising one runway and one
terminal-will have a capacity to
handle 12 million passengers
annually. Ultimately, with the
completion of future phases, the
NIA will be able to accommeodate
up to 70 million passengers per
year.

In a statement, the Uttar Pradesh
Eﬂvcrmwm said, “The successful
anding at Jewar, dubbed to be Asias
largest international airport, marks
another milestone for Uttar
Pradesh, now home to the highest
number of airports in India”
“Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had laid the foundation stone for
the airport on November 25, 2021.
Following this, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath made several visits to
oversee progress, ensuring that
work was carried out with the

highest quality standards,” it added.
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NOIDA AIRPORT TAKES WING

n Airbus 320 operated by IndiGo was the first flight to touch

down and take off from the runway of Noida International
Airport in Jewar on Monday, No, this wasn't a regular passenger
flight. Wait till April 2025 for that. Monday's was a trial to assess the
new airport’s flight readiness, which it cleared successfully. The
flight — with DGCA and AAl officials on hoard — landed at 1.25pm to
a water cannon salute, accompanied by thunderaus applause from
airport staff and hundreds of workers who toiled on the project over
the past couple of years. Before it landed, the Airbus circled above
the airport for 30 minutes to assess operational readiness and air
traffic protocols. It took off around 2.45pm
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Noida airport starts validation
flight in step to starting its ops

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC.9

Noida International
Airport (NIA) on
Monday achieved a sig-
nificant milestone with
the successful comple-
tion of its first valida-
tion flight, a vital ele-
ment of the aerodrome
licensing process.

The airport is expected
to become operational
from April 2025 with
cargo flights operating
in the beginning.

The flight conducted by
IndiGo — the launch car-
rier for the airport
verified the airport's
approach procedures,
confirming the accuracy
and functionality
of its navigational aids

and air traffic control
systems.

The wvalidation fight
was conducted on an
Airbus A-320 to test the
RNP (required naviga-
tion performance) proce-
dures and ILS approach
procedures.

RNP is a set of naviga-
tion specifications that
allow aircraft to fly pre-
cise flight paths with
high accuracy.

“This crucial step
demonstrates NIA's
adherence to the strin-
gent safety and opera-
tional standards
required for commercial
operations,” NIA said in
a statement.

Following the valida-
tion flight, NIA will
finalise the required doc-

umentation for aero-
drome certification and
submit it to the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).
Speaking at the event,
Union minister for civil

aviation Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu said,
“With the validation

flight happening today,
we are committed to fin-
ishing the airport proj-
ect before the end of
April. Today marks a
very important occasion
in the progress of the
airport and definitely
whatever support is
required from the min-
istry of civil aviation we
will continuously pro-
vide so that the early
operations from the air-
port can begin,” he said.
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The first test flight lands at
Noida International Airport
amid the ongoing trials, at
Jewar in Gautam Buddha
Nagar district, Uttar Pradesh,
on Monday. - PTi

FIRST VALIDATION
FLIGHT HELD FOR
NOIDA AIRPORT

DC
NOIDA, DEC. 9

The first validation test flight
for the coming Noida
Internattn:mrmrpnrt WaS Con-
ducted successfully on
Monday, with an Airbus 320 of
IndiGo receiving a ceremonial
water cannon salute upon the
maiden landing at the green-
field facility, officials said.

The airport is being built in
the Jewar area of Gautam
Buddh Nagar district in Uttar
Pradesh, some 75 km off Delhi
and will be the national capital
region’s second international
airport after the Indira
Gandhi International Airport.

Concessionaire Yamuna Int-
ernational Airport Private Li-
mited, a fully owned subsidi-
ary of Swiss firm Zurich Inter-
national Alrport AG, is build-
ing the airport for the Uttar
Pradesh government in a pub-
lic-private partnership model.

A validation flight is con-
ducted to verify that an airport
meets safety, operational, and
regulatory standards and is a
vital element of the aero-
drome licensing process
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Rs 25 cr sanctioned
to develop Ambala
Airport: Minister

TOE HETWORK
WE'W DELH

Minister of state civil aviation Murlidhar Mohol said that
Bs. 25 crore has been sanctoned [or the development of
Ambuala Adrport. Ina reply (o the questions asked by Ragva
Sahha MP Kartilewa Sharmea, the minister said the oivil en-
clave has been developed and the security clearances and
documentation are currently being processed by the state
poverniment for the developawnt of the airport.

Sharma asked the minister ahout the status of the airport
being constructed in Ambala and the reasons leading to
delays in the commencement of fight operations from the
Ambala adrport,

{Um the question of whether the government s consider-
ing development of existing terminals/airstrips or adding
new civil aviation infrastructure in the State of Haryana,
the Mindster sadd durmg e 3rd round of biddmg under
Regional Conmectivity Schemes Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik
[RUS-UDAN), Ambala airport was identified for the de-
velopment and operation of RCS flights. Commencement
of Mights is sulyject to readiness of the arport. Further, no
proposal for setting up of any Greenfield airport in Hary-
ana has been received in this Ministry, the minister also
saidl

Ambala airport in Haryana is owned by Indian Air Foree
(LAF). said the minister
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Noida International Airport
conducts validation flight

TDE NETWORK

The upeoming Moida In-
ternational Airport (NIA)
al Jewar in Gautam Bud-
dha Magar v Monday an-
nounced the “successful”
completion of its validation
Might. a ¢rucial step in the
process of acguiring aero-
drome licener,

The validation flight was
conducted by an IndiGo
AX20 passenger airerall in
the presence of civil sviation
minister Kinjarapu Ram-
mohan Naidu,

The Right veriliesd the air-
port'sapproach procedures,
confirming the accuracy
and functionality of its nav-
igational aids and air traf-
fir control svstems, it said,
adding, it demonstrates the
wirport's adherence to the
stringent safety and opera-
tinnal standards required

(L

(I, A

Moida International Alrport succossfully conduct validation flight on an Indige -320 aircraft.
Credil: IndiGo

for commercial operations.

Following the validation
flight. N1A will finalise the
recuired documentation for
aerodrome certification and
submit it to the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGOA), it sabd.

In October, the airport

operator had undertaken
atl exercise (o calibrate il
Instrument Landing Sy s-
tem (LS} and Precision
Approach Indicator (PAPL)
SysEm.

“This milestone reflects
the dedimtion and meticu-
Tous planning that has gone

into ensuring the airport is
ready for commimercial opera-
Homs. We are pearing up [or
the airport's opening and
Inok forward to welcoming
passengers (o the airport,”
said Christoph Schnell-
manmn, CEC, Noida Intema
tional Airport.
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AIR INDIA ORDERS 100 MORE AIRBUS AIRCRAFT

Chairman Natarajan Chandrasekaran highlights India’s growth and
infrastructure improvements as key reasons for expanding Air India’s fleet.

TOG HETWORHK

KEW DELH

Ajr India confirmed on
Monday that it has placed
an arder for 100 add itional
Airbus aireraft, compris-
g 10 widlebody AS0 air-
cralt and 90 narrowbody
AJ20 Family aireraft, in-
cluding the AdZlneo. This
new order is in addition to
the 470 aireralt that Air
India ordered from both
Airbus and Boeing last
vear. This brings the total
nunber of Adrbus aircrafl
ordered by Air India in
20023 from 2500 to 3503, in-
cluding 40 A350s and 210
A0 Family aircrall

The airline also revealed
that it has selected Air-
bus’ Flight Howr Services-
Component (FIIS-C) to
support the maintenance
requirements of its grow-
ing A350 fleet. The new
miaterials and maintenance
vontract will help Adr India
optimise the reliability and
performance of its A0
fleet. It will alzo provide
comprehensive engineer-

KEY POINTS

B Air India orders 100 more Airbus
aircraft, including 10 A350s and
20 A320s, bringing total Airbus
orders in 2023 to 350.

B Airbus’ Flight Hour Services-
Component [FHS-C) was se-
lected to support A350 fleet

maintenance,

® Chairman Matarajan Chan-

drasekaran ciles India’'s grawing passenger demand as the reason for fleet

expansion.

B Air India becomes the first Indian airline to operale the A350, enhancing long-
haul and shart-haul services.

ing services, integrated
component services, and
on-site stock in Delhi, man-
aged by Adrbus.

Matarajan Chandrasek-
aran, Chairman of Tata
Sons and Air India, com-
mented, “With India's
passenger growth out pac-
ing the rest of the world,
e sigrmi feantly Tmproving
infrastructure and an as-
piratinnal young popula-
tion increasingly going
lubal, we see a clear cise

for Air India to expand
its Muture Desl beyvond the
firm orders of the 470
aircraft placed last vear.
These additional 100 Air-
bus aircraflt will help (o
position Air India on the
path to greater growth and
contribute to our mission
of building Air India inio
i world-class airline that
connects India to overy
corner of the world.”
Guillaume Faury, CEO
of Airbus, also comment-

ed on the deal: “Having
personally wilnessed the
formidable growth of the
Indian aviation sector in
recent months, Tam glad
to see Adr India renew its
trust in Airbus with this
additional order for both
our A320 Family and
A350 aircraft. Through
this continued partner-
ship, we are committed
o supporting tie success
of Air India’s “Vihaan Al
transformation plan un-

der Tata's vision and lead-
ershin”

With this new order, Air
Incliz vy has atotal of 344
new Adrbvus airera ft income-
ing. Todate, the airline has
received six A350aircraft
Thee aarline had also pliced
orders for 220 widebody
and narrowhody sircraft
with Boeing in 2023, of
which 185 remain (o be de-
livered. Adr lndia is the first
Indian airline to operate
the Airbus A3S0, powered
by Rolls-Rovee Trent XWEB
engines, known for their
exceptional fuel efficiency,
passenger comfort, and
long-range capabilities.
These AJS0s currently of-
fer non-stop Mights from
Delhi to London and New
York, giving passengers
an upgraded Ayving expe-
rience, The A320 Fam-
ily Aeet, powered by CFM
LEAP 1-A engines, re-
mains the backbone of Air
India‘’s domestic and short-
haul operations, deliver-
g excellent operialional
efficieney and remarkable
flight eeonomics.
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Airports, megaprojects drive up land prices in
micro markets, Doddaballapur among them

ANUSHREE PRATAP
BENGALURU, DHNS

oddaballapur in Karna-
Dtaka features amongst
the top eight upcoming
micro-markets for the next
five years, based on the infra-
structure and mega-project
announcements across India,
according to a report by pro-
fessional services and invest-
ment management company
Colliers out on Monday.
Doddaballapur, located
in the northwest outskirts of
Bengaluru, is the headquar-
ters of the rural parts of the
city, and is less than 40 km
from the Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport. Also going
in its favour is its proximity
to the Devanahalli Business
Park, Satellite Town Ring
Rod, BIAL IT Investment Re-
gion(whichislocated between
Doddaballapur-Chikballapur
and has attracted major IT
development and residential
projects), Aerotropolis Airport
Cityand other business parks.
According to the report,
Doddaballapur will witness a
land price appreciation growth
of 1.5 times, from Rs 3,800
per square foot (sf) in 2024
toRs 5.726.

Kempeguda Itetional
Airport. oH FILE PHOTO

Khopoli, 45 minutes from
Navi Mumbai, ranks first
among these micro-markets,
due to the upcoming Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port,whichwill be operational
by April-June 2025. The area
is expected to witness a land
price appreciation of nearly
3.9 times from Rs 4,200 to Rs
16,200 per sf in the next five
years.

This is followed by Sanand
in Gujarat, wherethe Tata Mo-
tors’ Nano factory is located
and Sonipatin Haryana, where
Maruti Suzuki has its plant.
Both will witness a growth of
above 3 times between 2024
and 2030.

The other four in this count
of eight include the GIFT

City (Gujarat International
Finance Tec-City), Oragad-
am - the industrial suburb
of Chennai in Tamil Nadu,
where the realty development
is fuelled by the Chennai Pe-
ripheral Ring Road and Chen-
nai-Bengaluru Industrial cor-
ridor, Jewar in Uttar Pradesh,
where the Noida Internation-
al Airport is coming up and
Mucherla, near Hyderabad,
Telangana, which is being de-
velopedasa “futurecity”bythe
state government.

The increase in property
values has facilitated the rapid
development of 15 to 20 satel-
lite townships, located within
2 hours of major cities.

Key infrastructure projects
impacting urbanisation in
India include the Bangalore
Kempegowda International
Airport. Operationalisation
of this airport has led to faster
expansion of North Bengaluru.

New infrastructure proj-
ects around the area have
contributed to a nearly 2.5
times land price appreciation,
from Rs 1,800 to Rs 4,500
per sf between 2020 to 2024,
most pronounced around the
micro-markets like Devana-
halli, Chikkaballapur, Hebbal
and Yelahanka.
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Kochi-bound flight

makes emergency
landing at city airport

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A Spice]et flight (Q400) bound for Kochi,
which departed here early on Monday,
made an emergency landing due to a tech-
nical snag.

“All the protocols were followed when
the aircraft landed, and the passengers
reached the terminal safely,” an official
said.

The flight with nearly 75 passengers,
which left Chennai airport at 6.15 a.m.,
turned back mid-flight and returned to
the city half-an-hour later after the pilot
detected the snag, sources said.

Later in the day, the passengers of the
grounded flight were accommodated in
other flights, sources said.
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Noida International Airport at Jewar witnesseslandmark
moment, conducts first-ever trial flight landing successfully

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Amid the onpoing trials,
MNoida International Airport
gl Jewar in Greater Noida
on Monday conducted its
first-ever trial light landmg
successfully, marking an
Important miestonemn Inclia’s
oviation sector,

The Noida International
Airport Limited (NIAL) is
responsible for overseeing
the construct on of the preen-
field Nowd a Inte matonal Air-
port at [ewar,

The trial flight landing
was a significant step in
testing the airpon’s readiness
and also underines thepoten-
tinl of the Nowda Intermational
Airport as a future hub for
air travel and cargn logis-
tcs.

An aircraft of IndiGo's
Ad20successfully lnnded for
the first time on the unway
of Naoida Airport

Civil Avianon Minister
Kinjarapu Bammiohan Naidu,
Noida Police Commissioner
Laxmi Singh, and several
otherdignitaries, including
MLAs MPs, and DGCA offi-
cials were present on the
occasion towiiness this land-
mark moment.

On the first successful
landing of the flight ot the
dirpon, MP DrMahesh Shi-
ma and MLA Dhirendra Singh
congratulnted Aviation Min-
ister Kinjar pu Bammanohar
MNaidu.

The Civll Avistion Minisier
said,” Economic activity in
this entire region will get
MOmen bm afler commence
ment of this airport. Earlier
it was guite backward in
tenms of growth but with the
arrival of the airpont, Jewar
has become knovwn as a for-
wiard and economic prowth
centre,”

" This airport will not only
drop passengers from one

place to another but will also
be a big carpo hub for busi

ness, [nbs will be generated
and hospitality service will

increase. Many industries
related to the aero sector
will prow here. This will be
the new pillar of job creaton

inthe future,” he added.

He added people will be
able to travel within the ooun -
try and abroad from Jewar
Airport. All security related
trials at the arporthave been
completed. With the frst
landing, Jewar Alrport is

ready for commercial sery-
ces”,

Strict security arrange
ments were made for the
first-ever trial flight londing
at the atrport. The trial fight
which came from then ational
capital ond landed at 1.30
pm at Jewar, was accorded
a ceremnonial water cannon
salute, The trial flight was
carrving Airport Authority
of India (AAl) officials, and
technical experts, The team
onboard gathered compre-
hensive technical data during
the take-of, Might, and Lnding
phases 1 ensure operat ional
safety and efficiency.

Druring the triid, the sircraf
performed & 1 5-minute fight
before landing on the 3, 900
metre nomway al jewar. After
a hrief 5-minute stop, the
plane took off agnin. The
collected data will be sent
io the Directorate General
ol Civil Aviation (DNGCA) for
further analysis.
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State tops nation in Drone Pilot Training Institutes

Viay Monaan
CHANINGASUE, EECHMIENE §
Haryana has the highest mum-
ber ol apprerved Remote Pilob
Training Orgarasations
(RPTO=) b trsiin clsomse OfET
tors, According to data present
e by the Mindstry of Chal Avi-
ationin Padimment on Monday,
the gtate has 24 BPTO=s imwluigd-
ing one government institute
anid 23 private entities
Follirwing Haryvana are
Maharashira with 13 RPTOs
and Karmnataks with 15, Acmag
India, a tota of 145 RPTOg
have been authorised by the
Directorate General of Civi
Avigtion (DECA) o train, test

Geotfencing,
certification
keyfor
operations,
says DGCA

and cetify drone pilols.
Responcing toa question by
Member of Padiament Sanjay
Kumuar Jha, Minister of Stste
for Civil Asviation Mudidhar
Bohol said, “The iEsuance of
Remote Pilot  Certificstes
(RPCs} by DGCA-authorized
RPTOs hus substantially

incrensed. Ax of now, 21030
RPCzhave been smued ™
Dirone pilots are being wide-
Iy utilizsed by Central and
glate povernment organisa-
tions for ermnemendy respuns-
es and otizen-ventrie servic
e2 A totsl of 85 Unmanned
Aircrafl System (UAS) maod-

=l v beeen v oot fed”
by DGCA under various dass-
es such as micwo, small and
medium for specilic wses
The minisder  highlighted
{hat the type certification of
AS i= ﬁlrh-r:lt]. Timitee] 1o
visual line=oFsight opemitions
"Beyond vigsusl line of sight
{BVLOS) operations of drones
i evolving worldwide, and
DGCA has estublished awork-
img group to prepuine & regulbs-
tory framework,” Mohol sEd,
The DGCA is closely mmoni-
toring global developmentsin
unmanmed svigtion o devel
op regulations and integrate
Al-powered  dromes oo
Indig's sirspace. To ensume

safety, drones must be regis
teverd, and peo-fencing has
bysen mandated for type certi-
ficatio n. Geodencing restricts
dmne mivements within pre
chefimesd airs poe.

An inlemctive alrspace map
has akso been intrmoducad, cite-
pnrising knw-level sirspace into
redd, vellow aned gresn aones o
drone operations, In green
e, O penm issmn & requined
fiar drome operafion, while yel-
kow mnes reguire sprrovi fom
the melevant uir taffic ocontml
(ATC) suthority. B operations
in red ones, permisdons mest
e gecumed from the Ministry of
Civil Avistion and other mle-
vant authorities
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The first test flight being accorded a ceremonial water cannon salute upon its landing at the newly built Noida International Airport amid the ongoing trials,
at Jewar in Gaufam Buddha Nagar district in Uttar Pradesh, on Monday. — PTi
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anl nes that power Air bus A320neo air raft geta facelift

I'Jur Bureau
Muirmbis

For the past few years, dust
induced wear and tear have
led to premature overhauls
of LEAP-1A engines that
power the Alrbus A32ineo
aircraft.

For airtines, includng Air
India and IndiGo, this has
meant fight disroptions and
Costs,

However, now there 18 re-
lief for the airlines as CFM
International has improved
the durability of the en-
pine, promising herter wing
time and less groundings.

Following tests and trials,
US Federal Aviation Admin-
istration and European Avi-
ation Safery Agency have cer-
tified the wupdated high
pressure turbine durabdliy
kit for LEAP-14A engines.

“Engine  reliability  and

durability are of utmost im-

rtance o alrlines in In-
dia,” said Cyril Catherine,
Viee President, Sales, India &
Asia Pacific, Safran Afreraft
Engines,

“Our  latest  gencration
LEAP engines already offer
high efficiency and reliabil
ity, and low noise and emis-
sioms, With today’s improve-
ments, we're addressing our
customers’ expectations for
# longer time between over-
hauls," ke said.

50:50 JOINT VENTURE
CFM International is a 50:50
joint venrure berween GE
Acrospace and Safran, While
Alr Imdin recetved its first
CFM  cngine  powered
A320nen ajeeralt in 2017, In-
diGo took its first deliverv in
20200

Prior to that, all IndiGo
Ad2neo  planes  were
powered by Pragt & Whitney

TURBIME TWEAK. A LEAP-1A engine arriving for maintenance
ata -.rwi:;ing CEnbre in F!-clgiurn TR

engines, Alrcraft engines op-
erating in West Asia, North
Africa and Snuth Asian coun-
tries are more susceptible to
wear and tear causcd by dust
particles than those in use in
Europe orthe US.

“Typically cngine deteri-
oration is detected in a boro-
scopic inspection. The en
gine is removed based on

OEM's advice. Sometimes it
may need immediate re
mewal or it can be remaoved
after o certain number of
hours, based on the condi-
ton.

Once removed, It s sent o
a repair shop overseas. An
engine overhaul can ke
anywhere between teém 1o
thirtv davs including its

Tl‘-ﬂ.l'l‘ﬂ'll."lr'l.'. " said an aviation
sounce, Parts such as high
pressure turbine blades are
replaced after thonsands of
hours in ordinary course.

Early wear and tear meant
these were overhauled much
sooner. In some cases the en-
gines were sent for overhaul
in 15-18 months, he said.

Development of the dur-
ability kit was done after ana
Iysing millions of hours of
ficld dats, concocting a
homemade compound thar
mimics the effects of the
carthly dust particles, and
subjecting a  series of
LEAP-1A engines toa battery
of dust ingestion simulations
in test cells.

The tests enabled engin-
eers to make changes like op-
timising the casting and
conling of the high pressure
turbine blade and improving
the design of the blade tip
and trailing edge.
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Fog mandate: DGCA denies Akasa immediate relief

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 10 December

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has directed
Akasa Air to immediately
comply with its mandate to
deploy only CAT-III-trained
pilots at all six major fog-affected
airports, even as it reviews the
airline’s requests for certain
exemptions, sources told
Business Standard on Tuesday.

Akasa Air had on
November 29 requested the
aviation regulator to exempt it
from deploying CAT-III-
trained pilots on flights to and
from two major fog-affected
airports, Kolkata and
Bengaluru, for specific periods,
as there is a shortage of such

pilots in its roster, sources said.

The airline had informed
the DGCA that without this
exemption, its entire flight
operations could face a “cas-
cading” impact.

Pilots trained on CAT-III
instrument landing systems
can land in low-visibility con-
ditions at airports equipped
with these systems. The three
subcategories—CAT-III A, B,
and C—permit landings with
minimum runway visibility of
175m, 50m, and zero visibility,
respectively. Akasa Air did not
respond to queries from the
newspaper on this issue.

On November 13, the DGCA
instructed airlines to comply
with the fog mandate, requir-
ing only “CAT IlI-ready” pilots

and aircraft for flights to and
from fog-affected airports,
which include Delhi, Lucknow,
Kolkata, and Bengaluru,
between 9 pm and 10 am. This
year, the regulator’s directive
has been implemented a bit
earlier than usual due to the
early onset of fog and smog in
northern India.

“The cascading effect of
these disruptions will extend
beyond just the immediate
delays at Bengaluru and
Kolkata. Aircraft that are
unable to land according to
schedule will cause ripple
delays, impacting subsequent
departures, crew schedules,
airport slot performance, and
ultimately causing a cascading
effect on passengers,” it said.
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After strike, Boeing
restarts 737 MAX
production

AGENCIES
Seattle, 10 December

Boeing restarted production of its
best-selling 737 MAX jetliner last
week, about a month after the end
of a seven-week strike by 33,000
factory workers, according to three
sources familiar with the matter.

Getting the 737 MAX production
line moving again is essential to the
heavily debt-burdened plane-
maker’s recovery, and Boeing has
about 4,200 orders for the jetliner
from airlines eager to meet growing
global demand for air travel.
Production resumed on Friday, said
one of the sources, who all spoke
on condition of anonymity because
they were not authorised to speak
with media. Boeing declined to
comment.

The head of the Federal Aviation
Administration, Mike Whitaker,
told Reuters on Thursday that
Boeing had not yet resumed 737
MAX production but planned todo
so later this month.

The company's plans to increase
737 MAX production to a targeted
56 airplanes a month have been sty-
mied by a series of setbacks includ-
ing two fatal crashes, the Covid-19
pandemic, supply chain problems,
production safety concerns and
increased regulatory scrutiny, along
with the recent strike. The FAA
capped production at 38 737 MAX
planes per month in January after
a door panel missing four key bolts
flew off an Alaska Airlines 737 MAX
9during a flight that month, expos-
ing serious safety issues at Boeing.

Boeinglays off hundreds as
partofcutsannounced
previously

Boeing has laid off hundreds of
additional employees in

Washington state and California as
part of planned cuts that will even-
tually reduce the company’s work-
force by about 17,000. Nearly 400
Boeing employees were laid off in
Washington state and more than
500 in California, news outlets
reported Monday.

Boeing has about 4,200 orders for
the 737 MAX from airlines eager to
meet growing global demand

Airlines forecast 2025
growth despite
supply-chain issues

Global airline body International
AirTransport Association (IATA)
forecastindustry-wide 2025
revenue of more than atrillion
dollars and record passenger
numbers on Tuesday, despite what
itschiefWillie Walsh said were
“unacceptable”difficultiesin
securing new planes.
Airlinesaround theworld have
seen their growth hampered by
problems at Boeingand Airbus
which have delayed jet deliveries.
Without newer, moreefficient
planes, airlines say they cannot cut
backfuel costswhile flying more
people. “We've given them time. I
thinkour patience hasrunout. The
situation is unacceptable,” Walsh
said. Hesaid suppliers wereacting
like “quasi-monopolies”and
appeared to bebenefiting from the
problems theyhad caused. “We're
going tohavetorampupthe
pressure and maybelook for
support toforce key suppliersto get
theiracttogether.” Despite the
problems, IATA said itexpected
theindustry togenerate $36.6
billion of net profitin 2025, up from
$31.5billion inexpected net profit
in2024, with arecord 5.2 billion
passengerssettofly. REUTERS
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AIR INDIA PLACES
ORDERS FOR 100
MORE AIRCRAFT

FC BANKING BUREAU
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

Tata Group-run Air India
on Monday announced
that it has placed an order
for 100 Airbus aircraft,
including 10 wide-body
A3505 and 90 narrow-body
A320 family aircraft, of
which it will take delivery
of the A321neo.

This new order brings
Air India’s total number
of Airbus aircraft orders
to 350, adding to the 470
aircraft it ordered from
Airbus and Boeing last
yvear In February 2023,
Air India laced the
world's second-largest air-
craft order — 250 planes
with Airbus and 220 with
Boeing (185 are vet to be
delivered). Air India also
revealed a partnership
with Airbus Flight Hour
Services-Component for
component and support.
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Airlines Chase Corporates with Business Class Seats

INdIGo and Air India set to increase number of high-paying seats on flights

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: India’s largest airline IndiGo is
set to start competing with Air India in cha-
sing business class fliers as part of a strate-
gy to attract high-paying corporate custo-
mers and boost profit margins. This will
mark a drastic shift for IndiGo, which has so
faroperated itsentirefleet inan all-economy
configuration with a primary focus on offe-
ring affordable fares to fill aircraft seats.
Industry experts say the biggest winner
in this imminent battle will eventually be
the customer with an expected overhaul
in pricing as the two carriers which bet-
ween themselves carry eightout of 10 pas-
sengers on domestic routes boost the
number of business class seats. Custo-
mers would also benefit from having a se-
cond domestic airline offering business
class seating after the bankruptcy of Jet
Airways and the recent merger of Vistara

with Air India.

“Increase in seats on the front end on do-
mestic and select international routes is
likely to disrupt pricing of business class
and even premium economy,” said avia-
tion consultancy firm CAPA.

Budget airline IndiGo, which has ditched
its one-size-fits-all cabin to add a premium
class, is looking to deploy the la-
test cabin across its 20 flights ope-
rating daily between
Delhi and Mumbai
from the middle of
next year. Also, all 15 flights dai-
ly on the Delhi-Bengaluru rou-
te will get business class seats.

The airline will add more
than 150 seats between Delhi
and Mumbai, among the
world’s busiest domestic rou-
tes for corporate travel. That
will be followed by Delhi-

Bengaluru which also has ro-

bust corporate traffic.

“Before the end of the year, all flights bet-
ween Delhi and Mumbai will be equipped
with this (business class cabin). By the
end of 2025, we will have 45 aircraft opera-
ting with the new cabin product,” IndiGo
CEO Pieter Elberstold ET.

IndiGo and Air India however have de-
ployed divergent approaches for their bu-
siness class operations. Unlike Air India,

IndiGo currently has no plan to offer
complimentary lounge and hot meals to
business class passengers. The airline’s
market study has shown that businesstra-
vellers on short haul domestic routes pri-
marily prefer multiple flight options for
flexibility, seats which offer privacy and
comfort, and shorter airport wait times.

Currently, IndiGo’s premium seats are
priced at ¥18,000-20,000, at par with Air In-
dia’s premium economy but significantly
lower than business class.
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Global Airlines
Expect Record
Passenger

Flowsin 2025

Bloomberg

i . ¥ ._;

The global airline industry stands
toearn$36.6billion Innet income in
2025, driven by a record 5.2 billion
passengers taking to the skies, the
industry’s top lobby group said in
its annual forecast.

The outlook represents a16% gain
on 2024 figures. Profit margins for
the industry will be 3.6%, higher
than the 3.3% margins in 2024, the
International Air Transport Asso-
ciation said on Wednesday. Lower
oil prices and higher demand will
drive profitability while potential
tariffs and trade wars by the inco-
ming Trump administration could
hurt the industry’s prospects, the
industry group said. IATA also ex-
pects industry revenue to exceed $1
trillion for the first time in 2025.

“Airlinesmust con-
tinue to watch every
cost and insist on si-
milar  efficiency
across the supply
chain — especially

from our monopoly
mmm infrastructure
the industry suppliers whoall too
willbe3.6%, o°ftenletusdownon
higherthan performance and ef-

the 3.3% ficiency,” IATA's Di-

margins rector General Wil-

in2024 lie Walsh said in the
statement.

While the aviation industry has
seen demand rebound sharply post
pandemic, profit margins remain
wafer thin. Airlines are struggling
with supply chain disruptions that
are delaying deliveries of newer,
more fuel-efficient aircraft and kee-
ping existing planes grounded for
maintenance for longer.

North America remained the lar-
gest profit contributor to the global
industry in 2024, though margins
were at lower levels than pre-pande-
micduetosloweraircraftdeliveries
and higher costs particularly for
low-cost carriers, IATA said. The
Middle East recorded the strongest
financial performance and was the
only region where passenger yields
jumped, thanks to strong demand
for premium long-haul travel.

European airlines, in comparison,
were hit with fleet groundings, ri-
sing wages, higher airport charges
and taxes which took a toll on compe-
titiveness in 2024, according to IATA.
The group sees profitability impro-
ving in 2025 as low-cost carriersresu-
me flying grounded aircraft. IATA
said its outlook is subject to change
should the Ukraine and Middle East
wars worsen or oil prices fail todrop.
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Global airlines
may surpass
$1-trn revenue
mark in 2025

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Geneva, December 10

THE GLOBAL AIRLINE industry is
projected to report a net profit of
$36.6billionin 2025,slightlyhigher
than expected this year, helped by
lower oil pricesand cost control, IATA
said onTuesday.

Passenger numbers are expected
torise 6.7% to 5.2 billion next year
compared to 2024, In 2025, the
International Air Transport Associa-
tion ([ATA)expects theindustry'srev-
enue tocrossthe § 1-trillionmark for
the first time to $1.007 trillion, an
increase of 4.4%against2024.While
the operating profit is estimated at
$567.5 billion, expenses are antici-
pated toreach $940billion nextyear.

At a briefing, IATA director-gen-
eralWillieWalshalso said Indiaiswit-
nessing significant growth and that
there is a clear recognition that
growthisalso dependent on aircon-
nectivity.Chinaand Indiaareamong
the fastest-growing domestic avia-
tion markets, headded.

"Netprofitisexpectedtobe §36.6
billion in 2025 fora 3.6% net profit
margin.Thatisaslight improvement
trom the expected 531.5 billion net
profit in 2024 (3.3% net profit mar-
gin). Average net profit per passenger
is expected to be $7 (below the $7.9
highin 2023 but an improvement
from $6.4 in 2024)," IATA said in its
financialoutlook for 2025.

In the Asia Pacificregion, a slight
improvement in profitabilityis likely
next year on the back of strong
demand andincreasing load factors.

INANCIAL EXPRESS '

READTOD LEAD |'
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Spicejet makes
emergency

landing in Patna
Dheeraj Kumar

PATHA
A SpiceJet flight from Delhito
Shillong (SEJ-2850) made an
emergency landing at Jay
Prakash Narayan
International ~ Afrport  in
Patna on Monday after it
developed a technical glitch
mid-air. All 80 passengers
and the crew onboard the
flight were safe, officials at the
Patna airport said. Both the
passengers and the crew in
the flight are safe.

The flight bound for
Shillong, was diverted as a
precauticnary measure, The
captain  alerted ATCand
emergency protocols were
activated to ensure a safe
landing in Patna. “A Delhi-
Shillong  Spicedet  flight
experienced a technical issue
that necessitated its diversion
to Patna. The aircraft landed
safely at 852 am on Monday
marning,”  Patna  airport
director Anchal Prakash said
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Air India orders 100
more Airbus planes

GURLIGRAM
——

Air India on Monday confirmed
it has placed an order to pur-
chase 100 more Airbus aireraft,
comprising 10 widebody A350
and 80 narrowbody AS20 air-
craft, including A321neo.

These 100 new aircraftare in
addition to the firm orders of
470 aircraft that Air India had
placed with Airbus and Boeing
last year, The latest order tales
the total number of aircraft
that Air India ordered with
Ajrbus in 2023 from 250 air-
craft, comprising 40 A350 and
210 A320 Family aircraft, to
450, the airline said.

Ajr India also announced it
has selected Airbus’ Flight
Hour Services-Component
(FHS-C) to support the main-

tenance requirements of its
growing A350 fleet.

The new materials & main-
tenance contract will help Air
India to optimise the reliability
and performance of its A350
fleet, with comprehensive
engineering services and inte-
grated component services
including on-site stock at Delhi
provided by Airbus,

Tata Sona and Air India
Chairman Natarajan
Chandrasekaran said: "With
Indig’s passenger growth out-
pacing the rest of the
wordThese additional 100
Afrbus aircraft will help to
position Air India on the path
to greater growth and con-
tribute to building Air India
into a word-class aiine that
connects India to every corner
of the warld.”
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IB officer held for bomb
threat to IndiGo in Nov

Ritesh Mishra THE OFFICER, WHO
Ritesh.Mishra@hindustantimes.com W;\S F[R;\\TLLING
RAIPUR : An Intelligence Bureau ON THE FLIGHT ON
(T erwasnmedon e NOV14, ALLEGEDLY
d o 2! R -
bormb threat on an aireraft, 2 1OLD THEPILOT
days after an IndiGo flight from ' HAT HE HAD INTEL
Nagpur to Kolkatawith 187 pas- ~ ABOUT A BOMB

sengers on board was forced to
make an emergency landing in
Raipur.

The accused, who was travel-
ling on the flight on November
14, allegedly gave false informa-
tion to the pilot, saying he had
intel that there was a bomb on
the plane. After landing at the
airport in Chhattisgarh, the
plane was checked by security
personnel but nothing suspi-
cious was found. The IB officer,
Animesh Mondal, who gave
information about the presence
of a bomb on the aircraft was
later arrested by Raipur police.

Mondal's lawyer Faizal Rizvi
said that his client was an IB offi-

ON THE PLANE

cer and when he boarded the
flight he had got the information
from a source. However, police
said that a joint team of the IB
and state police questioned
Mondal and found that the infor-
mation was concocted, therefore
he was arrested in accordance
with the law. “His wife contacted
me a few days back and also pre-
sented documents that Mondal
was an IB officer. My client was
booked under provisions of the
Suppression of Unlawful Acts
Against Safety of the Civil Avia-
tion Act, 1982,” said Rizvi.
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INDIGO TO RAMP
UP BIZ CLASS TO 45
AIRCRAFT BY 2026

Daanish Anand

daanish.anand@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Buoyed by an enthu-
siastic response, India's largest
air carrier IndiGo plans to
expand its business-class prod-
uct IndiGoStretch to about 45
aircraft by 2026, from two planes
currently.

The Gurugram-based airline
is currently implementing a
phased rollout of IndiGoStretch,
which was announced in August
this year starting with the Delhi-
Mumbai sector.

“Over the next 14 months, we
will introduce 45 IndiGoStretch
aircraft, expanding service to 12
routes with a frequency of over
260 daily flights,” a company
spokesperson said in an emailed
response to Mint’s query.

The premium business prod-
uct, which offers comfortable
and spacious recliner seating
facility, will by early January
2025 cover all Delhi-Mumbai
flights. IndiGoStretch will begin
on the Delhi-Bengaluru route on
10 January. There will be six
daily flights between the two cit-
ies, with ticket prices starting at
321,000.This will be followed by
full integration on the Delhi-Ben-
galuru and Delhi-Chennai routes
by March 2025. According to its
website, the product will operate
on most of the metro-to-metro
routes, with all 12 routes
expected to be served by the end
0f 2025, a year after the launch of
the service. With this expansion,
IndiGo is estimated to be offer-
ing premium capacity in about
10% of its fleet by then. It has a
fleet size of about 410 aircraft as
of 30 September, and is expected
to grow to over 450 aircraft by
2026. Air India Group says it will
have about 94 aircraft with busi-
ness class cabins by June 2025—
a large number of which would
be used for international flights.

Some experts said the lack of
footrest in IndiGoStretch dilutes
the comfort factor. Ajay Prakash,
president of Travel Agents Asso-
ciation of India (TAFI) said,
“With the current seat, IndiGo
will facea challenge as it lacks a
footrest at the moment. The
domestic air traffic is booming,
we've been carrying a record
number of passengers, and we
don't seea big problemn filling
these seats once they have a
more extensive sort of coverage”,
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Air India places order to buy 100 more Airbus aircraft

Neha LM Tripathi

neha tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Private airline Air
India on Monday said it has
placed an order to purchase 100
more Airbus aircraft, compris-
ing 10 wide-body A350 and 50
narrow-body A320 family air-
craftincluding the A32lneo.
These 100 new aircraft are in
addition to the orders of 470 air-
craft that Air India placed with
Airbus and Boeing last year, the
Tata Group-owned airline said in

a statement. The airline also
announced it has tied up with
Airbus for component and main-
tenance support for its A350
fleet.

“With India's passenger
growth outpacing the rest of the
world, its significantly improv-
ing infrastructure and an aspira-
tional young population increas-
ingly going global, we see a clear
case for Air India to expand its
future fleet beyond the firm
orders of the 470 aircraft placed
last year,” Tata Sons and Air
India chairman Natarajan Chan-

drasekaran said in a statement.

“These additional 100 Airbus
aircraft will help to position Air
India on the path to greater
growth and contribute to our
mission of building Air India
into a world-class airline that
connects India to every corner of
the world,” he added.

With the order for 100 addi-
tional aircraft, Air India cur-
rently has a total of 344 new air-
craft incoming from Airbus, and
has received six A350s so far, he
said. The latest order takes the
total number of aircraft that Air

India has ordered from Airbus in
2023 from 250 aircraft to 350,
including 10 wide-body A350
and 90 narrow-body A320 fam-
ily aircraft.

Air India in 2023 also placed
orders for 220 wide-body and
narrow-body aircraft with Boe-
ing, of which 185 aircraft remain
to be delivered, the company
said. Airbus welcomed the
renewal of “trust” by Air India.

“Having personally witnessed
the formidable growth of the
Indian aviation sector in recent
months, | am glad to see Air

India renew its trust in Airbus
with this additional order for
both our A320 Family and A350
aircraft. Through this continued
partnership, we are committed
to supporting the success of Air
India’s “Vihaan.Al" transforma-
tion plan under Tata's vision and
leadership,” Guillaume Faury,
chief executive officer of Airbus
said. Meanwhile, Air India on
Monday also said it has selected
Airbus’ Flight Hour Services-
Component (FHS-C) to support
the maintenance of its growing
A350 fleet.
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Delhi-Shillong SpiceJet flight diverted
to Patna after crack in windshield

Ruchir Kumar
ruchirkumar@ htlive.com

PATNA : A Spicelet flight (SG
2950) with 80 passengers and
crew on board from Delhi to
Shillong was diverted to Patna
on Monday after a crack in the
cockpit windshield was detected.
It landed safely at the Jay Pra-
kash Narayan International Air-
port, said officials.

“On December 9, 2024, Spice-
Jet Q400 aircraft operating from
Delhi to Shillong was diverted to
Patna when a windshield crack
was observed. Please note that
there are three different layers of
windshield and only one layer of

The affected aircraft parked at the Jay Prakash Narayan

International airport in Paina, on Monday.

a particular window had a crack,

and the diversion was purely a

SANTOSH KUMARSHT

precautionary measure. The air-
craft made a normal landing and

not an emergency landing. Pas-
sengers were deplaned nor-
mally. Pressurisation was nor-
mal throughout the flight,” said
a spokesperson from Spicelet.

The aircraft has been tempo-
rarily grounded. Alternative
arrangements have been made
for the passengers.

“We are going to fly to Guwa-
hati at 8pm and then drive to
Shillong. We may reach Shillong
at around 2am or 3am. | am con-
cerned about my safety and that
of other lady passengers as well,”
a lady passenger told PTL as she
emerged out of the airport.

The aircraft, which landed in
Patna at around 8.52am, had

taken off from Delhi at 7.03am
and was scheduled to land at
Shillong at 10.02am. The pilots,
however, detected a crack in the
windshield of the cockpit as the
aircraft was overhead Patna.
They immediately informed the
air traffic control of Patna, and
the aircraft was diverted to
Patna, said airport officials.

Syed Hassan, Spicelet's sta-
tion manager in Patna and Sau-
rav Guha, station manager in
Shillong, did not respond to this
reporter’s phone calls or text
message.
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Al to add 100 Airbus planes

Jagriti Chandra and 90 narrow-body A320
NEW DELHI family of aircraft.Al didn’t
disclose the delivery time-
Air India (Al) confirmed it  line. The aircraft are in ad-
placed an order tobuy 100  dition to orders for 470 air-
more Airbus aircraft, in- craft Al placed with Airbus
cluding 10 widebody A350 and Boeing last year.
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ARRESTED AFTER NOV 14 INCIDENT, MAN MOVES CHHATTISGARHHIGH COURT FOR BAIL

IB officer behind fake bomb alert on flight,
police say; his lawyer says was doing his job

JAYPRAKASHS NAIDU
RAIPUR DECEMBER 10

A 44-year-old passe nger whao
wias arrested for allepedly rais
ing a [alse alarm about a bomb
in a Nagpur-Kolkata fMight,
which led toan emegency land-
ing inRaipur last month, is an of-
ficer posted in the Intelkgence
Burean (IB), police 1n
Chharmsgarh havie said,

He has now approached the
Chhatrisgarh  High Court
seeking bail

O Novem ber 14, around
8 A0am, aMagpur Kolkata flight
with 193 people on board had o
mazke an emergency landing at

Raipur Alrport in Chhamisgarh
alter one ol the pasengers, 44-
year-old  Animesh Mandal,
raisad alanm about abormb inthe
aeroplane, However, wien au-
thoritees searched the plane and
determined it 1o bea falsealarm,
hewasamested and sent to judi-
cial custody. The plare later con-
tinued its journey to Kollata

Raipur S5PSantosh Simgh on
Tuesday confirmed tha Mandal
was an B official.

Mandal's lawyer Fasal Rizvi
argued thathisdientis innocent.
"He simply did his duty, He re-
cepvedinformationaboutan ex-
plosive being planted on the
plane and he alented the crew,”
Rizvisaid

The lawyer said he had ap-
proic hed the sessionscourt last
week and on Monday, " the cournt
said it cannothearthe maer as
i special court has not been no-
tified n Chihattiggarh for case re-
lated o the Suppresston of
Linkaswiul Acts against Safety of
Civil Awiation Act, 1982",

A senior police officer in
Faipur told The ndion Express on
Tuesday, “We knew since Day 1
rhat he is an 1B official and his
questioning before his amest was
dore jointhy by pobice as wellasiB
officiak In hsquestioning, & cime
outtha e miseda fabe alamm, We
then decided 1o amesthim”

Mandal had told a member
ofthe cabine rew that thene was

abombonthe plane and the air-
cralt would crash Subsequently,
the plane landed in Kai pur and
everyone was deboarded, after
which it was searched by offi-
cials of the Central Industnal
Security Force { O5F), indluding
the Bomb Detection and
Disposal Squad

Mandal, a resadent of Nagpur,
weas booked under BNS section
35114} {enminal inttmidation by
ANANCAYITIO WS CONMMLIecation,
or having taken precaution to
conceal the name or abodeof the
person from whom the threat
comes) and provisions of the
Suppression of Unlawiul Acts
Against Salety of Cvil Aviamion
Act, 1982,
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45

THE HUMBER of IndiGo aircraft that will
hawve IndiGoStretch, its premium class
product, across 12 routes by 2026, [t would
by then have a fleet size of 450 aircraft
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Boeing resumes 737 MAX production month after strike ended

B oeinge restarted production of its best -selling 757 MAX jetliner last

week, about a month after the end of o seven-week strike by 33,0000
factory workers, according (o three sources familiar with the matter,
Cretting the 737 MAX production line moving again is essential to the
heavily debt-burdened planemaker's mecovery, and Boeing has about 4 2040
orders for the jetliner from aidines eager to mecet growing global demand for
airtravel
Production resumed on Friday, said one of the sources, who all spoke on
condition ol anonymity because they were not authorzed to speak with
media, Boeing declined to comment. The head of the Federal Aviation
Admunistration, Mike Whitaker, told Regters on Thorsday that Boeing had
not vetresumed 737 MAX production but planoed todo so later this month,
The firm’s plans to inorease 737 MAX production toa targeted 56 aimplanes
amonth have been stymied by a series of setbacks incdluding two fatal crashes,
the covid - 19 pandemic, supply chain problems, production safety concerns The firm plans to increase 737 MAX production toa targeted 56
and increased regulatory serutiny, along with the recent strike. REUTERS  aeroplanes a month. RELITERS
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Airline industry to
record net profit of
$36.6 bn in 2025: IATA

Passenger numbers are expected
I rise 0.7% to 5.2 bilfion next vear

GENEVA: The s,ln.b.‘l.l alrlime
indusiry is projecied to repan
4 net prafit of 5366 billion
i 2025, slightly higher than
expeitid this vear, belped by
Roweer il prices snd cos conieol,
LATA said om Toesday
Paieenger numbers are
cted i rise &7 per cem
1 5.2 hilline next year com-
ared 1o 004 I 3025, the
niermationsl Adr Transpos
Aszocistion [(LATA) expects
the indusry's revenme o cross
ithe 1 trillion mark forthe fieq
tiene o 51007 trillion, which
will be an increase af 4.4 per
cend oompared 1o 2024
While the operating profi
s estimsaned o $E57_5 hillkom,
expenses ine anticipated to
redch §4540 billlon next year
At @ briefing here, LATA
Direcion Censral Willie Walsh
sabd India is witnessing sig-
nificant growth amsd that there
i o8 clear recognition tha
gronath b alen et Gl
alr comeectiviry
i e bilis ve amoeg
the Eastest-growing dansssii
aviation muarkers, he sdded.
“Met prodint Is cxpecied o be
5366 hilllon in 2025 for a 36
[per cent et profit marngin. That
ina Imnproversent from
the expected 5315 biflion net
jprodn in 2024 {33 per cent met
profit marging
“Aversge net peofit per pis
senger b expecied o be §7
{below the 7.9 high in 2023
fburt g improvement from $6.4
iin 7024}, LATA sald i s finae-
clad outocdk for 2005,
In the Asks Pacific region,
a slight impewvement in prof-
nnhHIl.',. Is likely mexi year an
the hiack of s demand and
incremsing lnad dsciors
Glohadly, LATA sald the aver-

age alnfare, mcluding ancillarss,
i expected i be 5380, which 1s

In 2025, IATA
expects the
industry's revenus
to cross the §1
trilion mark for the
first time to $1.007
trillion, which will be
an increase of 4.4%;
compared to 2024

L& per cent Inwer than 224

“Weare e airlinein
deliver & plobal prafi of 5366
billian in 2025,

“This will he hard sarmed
& prlings take sdvantage of
liwer ofl prices while keepin
lnaad E.u'lnIrJ\ abwrve B3 per .:m'E
tigrhithy cononslling eosts, inves-
ing in deo wisathom, and

Ing the rensm oo mose
nairmal growih kevels follow-
Ing the extramrdinary pandemic
recorery, Walsh said

In 2025, jet fuel price &
expecied iy average $57 per bas
|?¢:mp.u\:d ur;":i'i‘"ﬂpt;ir.lﬂ
Im 2024, This is hased an a jet
T crack spread of 12 per bar-
rel anad & crude oil price of §75
per buarreld { Brem)

“Airdines’ cumlative foel
spend is expectad to be S248
hPIJ‘.I!Inu. o deding of 4.2 per cent
e & & per oo rise i the
mﬂtl:d'f:d expecied i be
consumed | 107 hillon gallona].
Fuel is expected to sooouws for
264 per cent of aperating coss
in !Iplé.dnm'n :mm '_'Ru.ﬂ per
cent in 20247 IATA said.  #m
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Al places order to purchase
100 more Airbus aircraft

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBALI: Private carrier Air
India on Monday announced
placing an order to purchase 100
more Airbus aircraft, compris-
ing 10 wide-body A350 and 90
narrow-body A320 family air-
craft including A321neo.

These 100 new aircraft are
in addition to the orders of
470 aircraft that Air India had
placed with Airbus and Boe-
ing last year, Air India said in
4 statement.

The airline also announced
it has tied up with Airbus for
component and maintenance
support for its A350 fleet.

The latest order takes the
total number of aircraft that Air
India ordered with Airbus from
250 to 350. The order placed in
2023 for 250 planes comprised
40 A350 and 210 A320 fam-
ily aircraft.

Air India in February 2023
announced that it would place
an order for 470 aircraft, with an
additional 370 options. This was
confirmed in June 2023, with
the order comprising 40 Air-
bus A350s, 20 Boeing 787s and
10 Boeing 777-9s wide-body
aircraft, as well as 210 Airbus
A320/321 Neos and 190 Boeing
737 MAX single-aisle aircraft.

However, in December last
year, the airline rejigged this
order with 140 neo planes and
70 A320neo, as against the ear-
lier order of 140 A320neo and
70 A321 neo aircraft.

Latest order takes
total number of
aircraft that Air
India ordered
with Airbus from

250 to 350

Besides, it also reshuffled its
A350 order with 20 A350-900s
and 20 A350-1000s as against
six A350-900 and 34 A350-
1000s ordered in February 2023.

“With Indias passenger
growth outpacing the rest
of the world, its significantly
improving infrastructure and
an aspirational young popula-
tion increasingly going global,
we see a clear case for Air
India to expand its future fleet
beyond the firm orders of the
470 aircraft placed last year,”
said Natarajan Chandrasekaran,
Chairman, Tata Sons and Air
India.

These additional 100 Airbus
aircraft will help position Air
India on the path to “greater

wth” and contribute to our
mission of building Air India
into a world-class airline that

connects India to every corner
of the world, he said.

With the order for 100 addi-
tional aircraft, Air India cur-
rently has a total of 344 new
aircraft incoming from Airbus,
having received six A350s so
far, it said. Air India in 2023
had also placed orders for 220
wide-body and narrow-body
aircraft with Boeing, of which
185 aircraft remain to be deliv-
ered, the company said.

Meanwhile, Air India on
Monday also said it has selected
Airbus’ Flight Hour Services-
Component (FH5-C) to support
the maintenance of its growing
A350 fleet.

The new materials and
maintenance contract will help
Air India optimise the reliabil-
ity and performance of its A350
fleet, with comprehensive engi-
neering services and integrated
component services including
on-site stock at Delhi provided
by Airbus.

“Having personally wit-
nessed the formidable growth
of the Indian aviation sec-
tor in recent months, [ am
glad to see Air India renew
its trust in Airbus with this
additional order for both our
A320 family and A350 aircraft.
Through this continued part-
nership, we are committed to
supporting the success of Air
India’s “Vihaan.AI" transfor-
mation plan under Tata’s vision
and leadership,” said Guillaume
Faury, Airbus CEO.
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Man held for sharing bogus
bomb alert on IndiGo
flight from Nagpur to Kolkata

PNE W RAIPUR

A man arrested for alleged-
ly sharing a bogus bomb
alert on an IndiGo flight from
Magpur to Kolkata last month
has turned out to be an
Intelligence Bureau (1B} offi-
cer. Police, however, justified
his arrest claiming he pro-
vided false information that
forced the flight with 187
passengers onboard to make
an emergency landing
Animesh Mandal {(44) is a
deputy superintendent-rank
IB official posted in Magpur
and he was innocent, his
lawyer Faizal Rizvi told
reporters here two days ago
On Movember 14, Mandal
allegedly told the crew of the
IndiGo flight after it took aff
that there was a bomb on the
plane, The Hight was divert-
ed to Raipur, but after a thor-
ough search upon landing, the
intormation was found 1o be
baseless.

Mandal was arrested by
Raipur Police under Bharatiya
Myaya Sanhita section 351
(4) (criminal intimidation by
ANonymous communication)
and provisions of the
Suppression of Unlawful Acts
against Safety of Civil
Aviation Act, 1982,

As per advocate Rizvi, after
Mandal boarded the flight. he
got information from his
source about a bomb. Why

%

did the police not disclose
immediately that he is an IB
official, the lawyer asked,
talking to reporters.

Raipur Senior Superintendent
of Police Santosh Singh said
on Tuesday that paolice
informed the IB immediate-
Iy after he was detained, and
he was arrested only afier a
joint team of local police and
IB interrogated him and
found the input shared by him
to be fake.

Mandal's act created panic,
endangeri cf the lives of pas-
sengers and crew members,
he said. Advocate Rizvi,
meanwhile, claimed that a
person charged under the
Suppression of Unlawful
Acts against Safety of Civil
Aviation Act can be tried
only by a special coort, and
there is no such designated
court in Chhattisgarh. His
client will move the High
Court which has inherent
powers to hear such cases,
and seek bail, the lawyer
said.
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Air India to purchase
100 more Airbus aircraft

PTI B MUMBAI

rivate carrier Air India on

Monday announced
placing an order to purchase
100 more Airbus aireraft,
comprising 10 wide-body
A350 and 90 narrow-body
A320 family aircraft including
A321neo. These 100 new
aircraft are in addition to the
orders of 470 aircraft that Air
India had placed with Airbus
and Boeing last year, Air
India said in a statement.
The airline also announced it
has tied up with Airbus for
component and maintenance
support for its A350 fleet.
The latest order takes the total
number of aircraft that Air
India ordered with Airbus
from 250 to 350. The order
placed in 2023 for 250 planes
comprised 40 A350 and 210
A320 family aircraft.
Air India in February 2023
announced that it would place
an order for 470 aircraft, with
an additional 370 options.
This was confirmed in June
2023, with the order
comprising 40 Airbus A350s,
20 Boeing 787s and 10 Boeing

777-9s wide-body aircraft, as
well as 210 Airbus A320/321

Neos and 190 Boein,
MAX single-aisle aircraft.
However, in December last
year, the airline rLJngLd this
order with 140 neo planes and
70 A320neo, as against the
carlier order of 140 A320neo
and 70 A321 neo aircraft.
Besides, it also reshuffled its
A350 order with 20 A350-
900s and 20 A350-1000s as
against six A350-900 and 34
A350-1000s ordered in
February 2023. "With India’s
passenger growth outpacing
the rest of the world, its
significantly improving
infrastructure  an an
aspirational young
population increasingly going

737

global, we see a clear case for
Air India to expand its future
fleet beyond the firm orders
of the 470 aircraft placed last
rear,” said Natarajan
Chandrasekaran, Chairman,
Tata Sons and Air India.
These additional 100 Airbus
aircraft will help position Air
India on the path to “greater
growth” and contribute to our
mission of building Air India
into a world-class airline that
connects India to every
corner of the world, he said.

With the order for 100

additional aircraft, Air India

currently has a total of 344

new aircraft incoming from

Airbus, having received six

A350s so far, it said.

Air India in 2023 had also
laced orders for 220 wide-
ody and narrow-bod

aircraft with Boeing, of whicﬁ

185 aircraft remain to be

delivered, the company said.

Meanwhile, Air India on

Monday also said it has

selected Airbus’ Flight Hour

Services-Component (FHS-

C) to support the

maintenance of its growing

A350 fleet.
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Al orders 100 planes

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi: Air India an-
nounced an order for 100 addi
tional Airbus aircrafl, includ-
ing 10 A350 wide-bady jets and
90 A320 family narrow-body
planes as part of its Neet ex-
pansion strategy.

This order builds on the
alrline's 2023 commitment to
purchase 470 planes from Air-
bus and Boelng, signalling a
significant investment in ca-
pacity o meet India’s growing
aviation demand, the airline in
a statement said on Monday.

The latest order brings Air
India’s total Airbus procure-
ment to 350 aireraft, an in-

10 A350 wide-body jets and
90 A320 family narrow-body
airerat o be procured

crease from the 250 ordered in
2023. The earlier Alrbus order
Included 40 A350s and 210 AT
lamily jets.

Chairman Natarajan
Chandrasekaran highlighted
that India’s rapid passenger
growth, enhanced infrastroe-
ture, and global aspirations

justily the airline’'s Neet ex-
pansion, positoning Alr India
for greater growth and en-
hanced global connectivity.

As part of its transforma-
tion initiative, “Vihaan Al",
Alr India also announced a
collaboration with Airbus for
Flight Hour Services-Com-
ponent (FHS-C), aimed at en-
suring optimal rellability and
performance of its A350 fleet.

The contract includes en-
gineering services and onesite
stock maintenance in Delhi.

Alrbus CEO Guillaume
Faury expressed confidence in
the partnership and support
for Alr India’s transformation
plan under the Tata group’s
leadership.
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Air India tops up record 470
aircraft order with 100 more

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Tata Group's
Air India has added 100 more
Airbus aircraft — 90 A320 fa-
mily and 10 widebody A350s
— to its record $70-billion or-
der for 470 aireraft from the
European aerospace major
and Boeing placed in 2023,
signalling its intent tn accele-
rate its growth plans.

While placing that firm
order for 400 and 70 single
and twin aisles, respectively,
about two years ago, Al had

got an option and purchase
rights for 370 more Airbus &
Boeing planes.

This Oct, Al was learnt to
have converted an option for
85 Airbus — 75 A320 family &

EXPANDING
‘FUTURE FLEET’

10 A350s — into a firm order.
On Monday, the airline upp-
ed that number by confir-
ming “an order to purchase
100 more Airbus aircraft.”
TataSons & Alchairman

Natarajan Chandrasekaran
said: “With India’s passeng-
er growth outpacing the rest
of the world, its significant-
ly improving infrastructure
and an aspirational young
population increasingly go-
ingglobal, weseea clear case
for Air India toexpand its fu-
ture fleet bevond the firmor-
ders of the 470 aircraft pla-
ced last year. These additio-
nal 100 Airbus aireraft will
help contribute to our mis-
sjon of building Al into a
world-classairline.”



HITc . - ;
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

-

THE TIMES OF INDIA

CHENNATI

10 DECEMBER 2024

Kochi-bound flight makes
emergency landing

Tines News Network

Chenmnai: A SpiceJet flight
that left Chennai for Kochi
on Monday made an emer-
gency return to Chennai
airport following a sudden
mechanieal failure,

All %0 people on board,
including 84 passengers,
were safely rescued.

The private passenger
plane, carrying 84 people
and 6 crew members, took
off from Chennai at 6.30 am
to Kochi. Withing a few mi-

nutes, it experienced a me-
chanical failure. The pilot
immediately alerted the
control room at Chennal
airport, which instructed
theplane toreturnand land
safely. The plane landed at
Chennai airport at 7.15 am.
All passengers were safely
disembarked and accom-
modated in the airport lo-
unge.

The flight was eventual-
ly cancelled as the fault co-
uld not be fixed. A probe is
an.
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Delhi-Shillong
flight lands in
Patna after crack
in windshield

Faryal.Rumi
@timesofindia.com

Patna: A SpiceJet flight from
Delhi to Shillong with 75 pas-
sengers on board made an
emergency landing at Patna
airport after the pilot noticed
a crack in a windshield on
Monday morning.

“The aircraft made a nor-
mal landing,” said Patna's
Javaprakash Narayan Inter-
national Airport director An-
chal Prakash, “There are
threedifferent layers of wind-
shields, and only onelayerof a
particular window had devel-
oped a crack. Pressurization
was normal throughout the
Night. Passengers deboarded
normally,” SpiceJet's spokes.
person said,

The passengers were shift-
ed to a hotel in Patna before
the airline made alternative
arrangements,

Shweta, a flver, said, “"An
evening flight to Guwahati
has been arranged for us.
From there, we will go to Shil-
long.”

Nitendra Mittal, a Jaipur
resident flying to Shillong,
said, "Fortunately, all passen-
gers remained safe.”
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