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Hindon airport set for expansion to case
NCR’s air traffic burden, DPR in pipeline

Nhh Vald
Hew Delf

The steady increase in the
number of flights as well as
passenger traffic has promp-
ted the Airports Authority of
India [AAlY 1o plan for ex-
pansion of the Hindon civil
enclave,  sources  told
husinessline,

A detailed project report
{DPR) is currenthy being pre-
pared, according to sources,
The proposed e sion is
expected to sipnificantly en-
hance the alrport®s capaciny
and upgradc passenger
fucilities.

Sources told businessiine
that the local administration
has started noguiring nearky
nine hectares of land around
the existing terminal to ex-
pand the passenger area,
check-in counters and apron
facilities.

A recent survey identified
that roughly 34,500 sq m of

Since the
resumption of
commercial
flights, Hindon
airport has
witnessed a sharp
INCTease in usage,
handling over 5,000
passengers daily

land is required to create
four new aircraft parking
bays, taking the total number
b X

The move, sccording 1o
sources, s almed at reducing
congestion and enabling the
airport o handle more Qight
operations,

DEFENCE MINISTRY

However, the Hindon air-
field, which primarily oper
ated as an Indian Air Foree
base, still restricts commer-

clal operations to dayrime
slots, and currently lacks
night-flving permissions,

Meanwhile, walks are un-
derway with the Ministry of
Defence to secure an addl-
tiona] pircraft bay and the
necessary operational chear
ances,

“The Defence Ministry's
cooperation will be crucial to
expanding the apron and op-
timising civilinn flight sched-
ules,” said o source familiar
with the ongoing
discussions.

BURGING TRAFFIC
In the meantime, passenger
traffic contimues 1 surge,
Since the resumption of
commercial flights, the air-
port has witnessed a sharp
increase In usage, handling
over 5,0 passengers daily
acrosg nearly 501
Additionally, duta from
the Ministry of Civil Aviaion
show that in fiseal 2024, air-
eraft departures at Hindon

increased by 137.9 per cent,
whibe departi SEENACTS
surged I:l'[:I ]B—'l“.f pl:r ccl:;St t
nearly 84,000,

Union Civil Aviation Min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu, dur-
ing a recent inspection, ac-
knowledged the pressing
need for expansbon.

He emphasised that addi-
tional land acquisition was
not only desirable but also
cssential to ensure passen-
ger coanfort and operational
safery,

The proposed expansion
carries broader strategic sig-
nificance, Located along the
Delhi-Meerut WY
corridor, Hindon offers a
cobvenient alternative for
travellers  from  eastern
Delhi, Noida and western Ut-
tar Pradesh,

With Delhi's  Indirn
Gandhi International Air-
port nearing saturation in
both runway and slot capa
ciry, Hinden iz emerging as a
vital sub-hub.



AIRPORTS AUT HURIT'\‘ OF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST KOLEATA 10 NOVEMBER 2025

Ukhand: AAI
set to take
over Naini

Saini Airport

DEHRADUN: The Airports
Authority of India (AAI) and
the Uttarakhand government
on Sunday signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding for the
acquisition of Naini Saini Air-
port in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

According to officials, the
“historic” agreement is a step
towards providing smooth,
safe, and sustainable air con-
nectivity to the mountainous
region of Uttarakhand.

Located in Pithoragarh dis-
trict, Naini Saini Airport spans
approximately 70 acres and has
a terminal building capable of
handling 40 passengers during
peak hours. The airport apron
can also accommodate two air-
craft at a time.

The AAT will undertake the
upgradation of the airport’s
infrastructure and streamlin-
ing of operational standards,
officials said. MPOST
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AALI to assume control of Naini
Saini Airport in PM’s presence

The Airports Authority of
India (AAl), the Uttarakhand

Government on Sunday
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding for the
acquisition of Naini Saini
Airport in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. According to officials,
the "historic” agreement is a
step towards providing
smooth, safe, and
sustainable air connectivity
to the mountainous region
of Uttarakhand.
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Engineers flag ‘systemic neglect
after Delhiairport ATC collapse

‘INITIATE CNS MODERNISATION'

A TrafMie and Safuty Bectonics Pesonne Assodation regucest-
et the Ministry of Cadl At ation o intiste immediate CNS mod-
erntsalion across maor alrpors Instruct AAl o Include CNS
Enginesrs’ recormmendations insyste procuEments and
ersLn propar utisalion ol thai manpower.,

SHEKHAR STNGH
AL AT AL R
NEW DELHE, SOWVEMBER §
Diys aller o major adr traffic
cantrol (ATC) filume ot Dl
hi's Indira Gandhi Interms-
tional Airpor (FGIA) disrupt-
el mare than A00 Mhghts and
led tosevemd canosllatonson
Friday. avigtion ocngineems
o written to the Ministry of
Civil Asantion, warning that
the tneadent expossd years of
sysiemic neplect and the con
tinued use of oubdated tecie
nology within the Airports
Authonty of India (AAT

Ina letter semt on Sy
o Civil Avistion Minister
Guoutum  Yogendra, Chiel
Coardination Member of the
Alr Tt and Salety Elee
tromics Personnel  Assodn-
tion (ATSEPA-Indisk, the

representative body of Com
munication, Novigation and
Surveillanee (CNS) engi
neers, sabdl the latest boeaks
o “lhins onoe agnan high
lighted a long-standng and
serious concern repentedly
raized by ATSEPA-India: the
meplert of CNS infrastrue
ture and  the jpersestent
sidelining of technécal ingnits
provided by CNS enginesrs
w0 AAL leadership”

Callmg the disugthm @
“Tirhnoloes Fhihire, Mot Man-
power Shatape” the letter

pend: “The oriss o gnated
from outclated systomes such oa
AMSS thet Inck redundsncy
anil rrodem capabiil ity Ins tesd
al awknmeledging these ore
Enues, public aftention has
b misdirecisd  toward
ATCO manpowe, eventhough
AT abeady have more
than siffioent stremgth.”
“This is adizedt conspquonee
of over-elnnoe on mibomafion
witheut parallel strenpthening
ol UNS mfmatrctume. manua
procodures, and echnsml pre-
paredness,” it added
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Despite new operators, ﬂyers still face cab crunch at airport

VIP plckun to be moved
to make way for
smoother vehicle flow

—

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURLU, DHNS

espite the entry of new cab
Doperators. passengers at
the Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (KIA) continue to
face long waits and cab shortages.
On November 5, Disha Saini
shared a video on X showing a

long queue at the Uber pickup
point, writing, “Landed in Ban-
galore at night to save time, and

Long wait for :absat the Kempegnwda Internatlonal Airport. FiLE pHOTD

this is what the Uber pickup point
looked like at the airport. Waited
more than 2 hours here.”

An airport source claimed that
the number of cabs had increased
recently with OHM Mobility
joining the market and Mega
Cabs taking over airport taxi
operations,

To ease congestion, Bangalore
International Airport Limited
plans to shift the VIP pickup area
further down Terminal 1 to free
up space for cab movement.

At present, cabs operating at
the airport include Ola, Uber,
Quick Ride, OHM Mobility, and
airport taxis. The airport taxi
fleet has about 1,000 eabs, Quick
Ride 550, and OHM Mobility
arcund 150.

Uber runs both its regular ser-
vice and Uber Black. Uber Black

‘Supply challenges’

AnUber spokesperson ac-
knowledged that car availabil-
ity atairports like Bengaluru
fluctuates based on travel
patterns.

Supply challenges across the
industry, the spokespers
onsaid, continue to affect

has about 1,000 vehicles.
However, passengers say

the increase has not reduced

wait time or improved service

quality. Typical wait lasts 30 to 50

minutes, even during non-peak

hours.

passenger experience.

The persistent cab erunchat
KIA, despite multiple opera-
tors, highlights the need for co-
ordinated long-term planning
by airport authorities and cab
companies to ensure smoother
transport for flyers.

A passenger from Gorakhpur
said, “I landed at10.30 pm and
saw about 50 people waiting for
Uber. Staff urged me to book
Uber Black —regular Uber cost
Rs 1,000, Uber Black costRs
3.000.1ended up bargaining

with a private operator, paying Rs
1,500 to Yelanchanahalli,”

Unruly drivers

Many flyers have complained that
on-ground Uber staff push them
towards premium Uber Black or
SUV options.

Others say private taxi drivers
crowd the arrival gates and behave
aggressively despite designated
pickup zones.

A Quick Ride official said de-
mand peaks on Sunday evenings.
“Itis usually on Sundays that we
face a shortage of cabs, so during
that time we only accept pre-
booked rides,” he said.

(Ma did not respond to phone
calls seeking comment.
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Adani Ent to List Airports, Metals,
Data Centres, Road Units by 2031

Coexpects several large assets to mature over next 3 yrs, setting stage for fresh listings

Kalpana Pathak k Mikita Periwal

Mumbai: Adani Enterprises, the flags
hipcompany of the Adani Group, is gea
rlag upfor another pound of major value
unlocking by listing multiple subsidiari-
es—including airports, metals, roads,
anddata centres—between 2027 and 2081,
according to sources aware of the dove
lopment

Ower the next three vears, the company
expects severnl large assets to mature, sel-
ting the stage for fresh listings. This fol-
lows the trajectory from 2016 to 2020, when
a host of companies vnder the incubato-
r—Adanl Total Gas, Adani Green Energy,
and Adanl Wilmar-—were listed

“By 2027-28, the company expects the
EBITDA of the airport's business to be
about three times its current size. The cop-
per and other materials businesses will be
fully oporational and ready to list,” one of
“1{' sOUrCes said

The Ganga Expreasway and seven other
road projects are also likely to be comple

READY FORROUNDTWO
Thisround of listing
Isexpected tomirror
its first phase of va-

luecreation, with newer verti-

cals unlocking major sharehol-
der wealth over comingdecade

ted over this period, the person said.

Adani Enterprises did not respond to an
emall query until press time

The Adanl Group is the lugest private
operator of alrports In the country, with
elght airports in its fold. This business is
housed under wholly-owned subsidiary
Adani Adrport Holdings, which also owns
seven operational airports in Mumbai,
Lucknow, Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Guwahntd,
Thiruvananthapuaram and Mangalors,

The airport’s business had earnings be-

fore interest, tax, depreciation, and amaor-
tization of #1062 crore in the September
quarter, having grown 4.3 % ascompared to
the previous yvear

The Adani Group has begun the first
phase of clty-side development, spread
across 114 acres, at its alrports across
Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Jaipor, Lucknow,
and Guwahati. The business is targeting
the non-aero segment, cmerging as a ma
jor contributor tothe company’s revenue
and operat ing profit

In its metals business, Adani Enterprises
isaimingfor second-largest portfolioafter
Vedanta in the next few years,

Adani Roads Transport—also fully ow-
ned by Adani Enterprises—had an EBIT-
DA of 830 crore in the (irst hall of the cur-
renit fiscal. The business has operationali-
red its seventh project, while seven others
are currently being constructed

This second round of listing in Adani En
terprises i8 expoected to mirror its frst pha
so of value creation, with the nower vertd
eals potentially unlocklng significant sha
reholder wealth over the coming decade.
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Akasa Air Counts on New
Airports to Drive Growth

catchment arca of Delhi and

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Akasa Afr will geta
major boost from the opening of
new olrports in Navl Mumbal
andd Nolda with the budget alrline
currently struggling to expand in
Delhi and Mumbai due to lack of
slots at the existing airports

“For a long time, India's top two
markets have been stagnant doe
to lack of capaciity These iwo new
airports will be n catalyst for
growth, and weare prepared tota
ke advantageof that,” said Prave
en Iyer, chiel commercial officer
at Akasa Air “We want to be a
strong competitor to the market
leader in these two alrports.”

It Is erucial for airlines to have a
strong presence in Delhi and
Mumbaias flights from and betwe-
en these cities command premi
wm fres due o strong corporate
traffic. However, It has been diffi-
cult for new airlines to break thro-
ugh with market leader IndiGo
and Air India commanding more
than 50 " share in the airporis

Aknsa currently hos 24 and 31
daily flights from Delhi and
Mumbai respectively

“While the twonew airpori= will
open new caichment areas, I con
sider them as anextension for the

Mumbal. We have planned our de-
Ifveries so that we can take maxi-
mum advantage of these air-
ports,” said Iyver, also a cofounder
of Alknsa Alr

Theatrline will start operations
at the Navi Mumbai airport with
15 domestic flights a day or over
100 flights a week, increasing it to
over 300 domestic flights and 50
international Nights per week,

The airline, backed by the family
of ncestock market hroker Hakesh

Jhunjhunwala, staried opera
tions in August 2022

and currently has a
fleet of 30airernft.
While fve of [ts
alreralt are readsy,
deliveries hove be-
en delayved as the
seats have not been certified by
the LIS aviation regulator Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA),
The alrdine is also looking at in-
ternational expansion. Sharjah
will be the next destination, with
the airfline eyeing flights to Viet-
nam, Singapore, Kazakhstan, Us-
bekistan, and expansion to the
Middle East
The airline currently lies to six
international cities — Doha_ Jod-
dah, Rivadh, Abu Dhabi. Kuwait
City, and Phuket.
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RESILIENT AIRPORT INFRA
NEEDED AGAINST SPOOFING

T'5 a form of electronic warfare that'’s ypically reporied

from conflict zones or borders. However, last week, GPS

spoafing hit Delhi's Indira Gandhi International Airport.

Fake satelite signals mislked aireralt navigation systems,

sonl flipht pathe off course, and threw operations at the
couniry’s busiest airport into chaos. Not just for a day or
two, some pilods reparted enconmtering spoofing all throngh
the weok The incidents coincided with the alrport’s main
rmnway undergomg mstrument landing system (1L.5) up-
erades, which left the sriving aircraft more dependent on
satellite navigatbon, amd henee, valnerable to spoofing.
Trouble with the air traffic control's automatic message
switching system affected more than B0 flights.

In essence, GPS spoofing lnvolves manipulating naviga
tion data with malicious intent. Unlike jamming, which
blocks GPS signals, speofmg involves transmitting fake
satellite signals to override genuine ones, The alrcrafi's
navigation systems pick up these countorfolt signals and
calculate wrong data for position, altitude, time, and spesd.
The fake signals override the genuine satellite signals us-
Ing specialised hardware or software. The recelver may
consider theamplified spoofed signals & suthentic, ending
up flying hlind or even worse, dangerously off-course.

India is not alone In faelng the menace, which the Inter-
national Air Transpoert Associat ion has noted s onthe rise
workdwide. However, it's also a national risk, with aviation
experts warning of a threat to the “integrity of clvilian
navigation systems”. This March, the government repor-
ed as many as 4685 GPS inte ference and spoofing incidents
in the border region near Amritsar between November
2023 and February 2025

For Delhi, miti gation requires promudgating LS at the ear-
liest, which the airport operator has promised by November
27, Omnee the upgrades are done, [GLAs main mmway will be
equipped with Category 11 capabilities at both ends, enbanc-
ing capacity anid resilisnce against adverse weather and tech-
nical disrupfiona. For the fumre, the government should de-
ploy more advancsd detectbon systems, Increase rellane: on
ani upgrade pround-based navigation, and improve data
sharing and pilot training in collaboration with international
bodles. I we learnt saything from one of the worst crashes
in India’s histrry this June, (£ that we need to kes p work ing
on air safety continuously RHest 15 not an option
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NSA starts probe into GPS spoofing at IGI Airport

Saurabh.Sinha3timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The office of National Se-
eurity Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval has
Innehed 6 probe into the unpreceden-
text GPS spoofing 1GI Alrport has bean
facing for the past few weeks NSA isle-
arnt t0 be coondinating with multiple
aviation and defence agencles on this
ssuer as spoofing has been usually com:
mon inconflict gones

Due to this phenomenon, planes co-
ming to land often get wrong lecation
or heading signals and false terrain
warnings about 60 nautleal miles from
the alrport

This isthefirst time that the Delhiaie-
part has been facing this issue. The ‘auio-
matie lerming information servies' for
IGIA has beon regulardy {ssuing alerts
sbout spooling and the airlines have been
asccordingly informing their pilots,

While security agencies are tack-
ling the source of this imerference. Di
rectorate General of Clvll Avistion
(DGCA) chied Faiz Ahmed Kidwai on
Monday cleared the promulgation of
category-1 (CAT) instrument landing
svstem (ILS) at IGIAs warhorse run-
way 100285 10 on the Dwarka side. Now,
Alrports Authority of India is likely to
issuen notice to airmen by Tuesday

DGCA expedited this process from
the original date of Nov 27 due to the
spooding. This will helpan aircraft land
from the Dwarka slde on the main run-
way (107 28) when enster ies are blow ing
even if GPS spooling is taking place.

Without [LS, aireraft can land using
‘required navigation performance’, but
It reguibres GPS and spoollng had affec-
ted flight movement on the main run
wiay a few times [n the recent past, The
inability 1o land on runway 10 end had
led {0 congestion at India’s busiest air-
port, which now handles about 1,550 da-
ily Nights and some Nights had 1o divert
to alternate airports ke Jafpor

Dedhi International Alrport Lid has
warned that “some flight schedules may
be impacted™ on Tuesday a8 “mandato-
ry Might ealibration of 118 will take pla
et betwiesn TLA0am and 1.30pm as part of
continuous safety practices™. Flights
will be “repulsted during this period”.
Accordingly DIAL has advised passeng-
s W “coondinate with aldines to pol
updinted Dight information status™

All the runways al 1G LA nre schesdu-
led for calibration every six months,
OnTuesday sources say, the [LSof run-
way 2 left (290, which is closest to the
Gurgaon skde and used for arrivals, is
due fior calibration
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Airlines cancel more than 1,500
US flights on staffing issue

—
Reutors
Wiashigton

iirtire=y cancellsd more than
1500 LS Frghts on Mondsy,
the fourth consecutive day
cancekaticns kave topped
1,000 2 governement flight
cuts and air traffic staffing
absences contmuees towreak
avoc with avarion,
FightAware. a fight tracking
webtite, said by 830amET
(1330 GMT], moe than 1550
flights had been cancelled and
1,400 deizped an qud.l.:,l after
2,950 flighrs were cancelled
and nearly1 0,500 defayed on
Sunday, n the '.rlgle worss day
T Fisght disrupeions since the

gvernment shuttown began
onOctober 1.

A Novemiber wintar stoem
in I:hqngq malsa drsrl,,qtirg air
trasl

STAFFING ISBUES
The Federal &viahan
Administration labe on Sunday
said It was suspending general
mviation traffic at 12 srports
with e traffic control staffing
Issues, including Chicago
(¥Hare and Reagan
Washengron Mational

The shutdown, which has
reached a record 40 days, has
led to shartages of air traffic
controfers who, like other
federal employees, kywenot
been paid for weeks
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“Three years on, Akasa Air
progressively moves to
multi-gateway network’

—
Rohit Vaid
New Dehl

Three vears since its incep-
tion, Akasa Air has been fo-
cusing on nerwork growth,
progressively moving to a
enilti-gateway fetwotk
sorategy, the girline’s Co-
Fou and Chief Commer-
cial Officer Praveen Iver told
buesinessling.

According to Iver, the wir-
Hne has moved bevond its
imitial s of expansion,

He ﬂi!mllumm' Fﬁt\‘hr{' that

the airtine is now focused on
creating an interconnected
operations] structure that
strengthens both domestic
i well as  international
ComnEctvity.

“Connecting rraffic s now
the best-performing  seg-
ment for us, contributing
nearty 15 per cent of total
pasgenger volume," e sabd,
adating that Akasa’s domestic
gateways at Delhi, Mumbai
wmd Benigaluri were steadily
emerging a8 key tranefer
points,

GLOBAL POOTPRINT
Besides, Akasa is prepan
o deepeni it8 Enternithoni
footprint, with plans (o
launch services to Sharjah.
This follows recent expai
slon o destinations such as
Kuwait and Phuket. “We are
currently engaged in the ap
proval process for Sharjah,"”
Iyer noted.

Interestingly, while Akasa
maintaing a strong cost on-
entation, Iver clarified that
the airfine doees not view it-
self as a conventional low-
COST carrier,

“Nearly one out of every
three passengers flying with
us today ks a corporate trav-
eller. Our focus is on com-
fort, service quality and a su-

perior onboard experience,”

he said.

Further, lver reiterated
Akasa’s commirment (o its
long-term. owth  plan,
which inctudes the induction
of 196 additional alreraft

4
i -
Praveen lyer, Co-Founder and

Chief Commercial Cfficer,
Alcasa Air

over the next seven Wi,

The nirline has an order
book of 226 aircraft, of which
30 are already in operation
and the remaining 19 are
scheduled for  phased
delivery.

Additionally, he noted that
India’s avistion market had
outpaced cven the most op-
thimsistic expectutbons the air-
line had during its early plan-
Ming stages.

Citing industry datda, he
pointed out that the oom-
pound annual growth rate
{CAGR) for Indla’s avatlable
zeat kilometres (ASKM) had
slowed from an average of
17-18 per cent between 2003
and 2019 to around 3 per
cent between 2015 and 2024,

STRONG OUTLOOK
Nevertheless, the outiook
for the next two decades re
makng strong, with cosslst-
emt &7 por cent sonual
growth expected as demand
continues to expand across
both metro and  regional
muarkets,

In addition, the airline, he
sabd, comtinues o evaluate
opportunities under the gov-
ernment's  regional  con-
nectivity scheme but re-
muains selective due to its
current akreraft type.

“With our growing feer,

multiple gateways, and a bal-
nncccﬂaupg:mh to cost and
comfort, Alkasa Alr s well-
positioned to play o defining
role in Indin's next phase of
aviation growth,"” Iver added.
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Travellers flying economy to be charged less

World’s First Green Fuel Levy
to Add AI ost $2 to Airfares

Bloomberg

Alr passengers departing Singa
pore will pav a green fuel levy of
a= much as S8160 ($31.95) from
next year as the city-state locks
inakey stepin its effort to cut the
aviation industry's emissions
Travellers ving in econamy and
premium economy,as wellastho-
z¢ on short-haul routes, will be
charged farless.

Those customers will pay anad
ditional S§1 for trips to Southeast
Asin, and S8510.40 for Mights (o the
Americas, the civil aviation aut-
hority of Singapore said Mondax
Business and first class travelers
will pay four times more, itsaid

The sustainable aviation fuel le
vy will b applied on tiekets sold
from April 1 for Nights departing
Singapore from October 1. Pas-
sengers transiting through the
city-state won't need to pay the
fee. Cargolights will also incura
duty, which will be charged on o
per-Kilogram basis. Singapore is
the first country in the world to
tax passengers, and the levy is
espocially significant given its

BEGINNING APRIL...

The sustainable
aviation fuel levy will
be applied ontickets
sold fromApril 1

role as a global aviation hub, Tts
Chungi Alrport is polsed for a re-
cord year, with this vear’s pas.
senger numbers on track to exce-
ed the previous all-time high of
68,3 million hit in 2019,

The fundds collecied from pas
sengerswill go tothe centralised
purchsss of sustainable avia.
tion fuel—typically made from
waste oils or agricultural feed.
stock—as Singapore looks to

a{hlil*.‘n a SAF adoption rate of
3% to5% by 2030, The global avin
thom sector makes upn relatively
small portion of global greenho-
use pas emissions—just 1.2%
la=t year, according to the Euro-
pean Commission

But surging demand for travel,
coupled with the higher cost af
susiainable fuels and their 1imi-
ted availability are among key
hurdles for the industry’s efforts
todecarbonise.

While SAF production doubled
Iast year, It accounted for only
0.3% ol global jet fuel volumes,
according to the International
Air Transport Association.

Singapore’s announcement co-
incides with the COP30 meeting
in Brazll, where negotinlors
from nearly 200 countriss nre sid
to thrash oul technical detalls on
the worid's efforts tomitigate cli-
maie change. While the duties
may be a surprise to some trave-
lers, they're cheaper than initial
Iy feared. The government had
previously estimated them at
between 5§53 and 5816, but a decli-
ne in SAF costs has prompted a
smaller levy.



=

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS DELHT 11 NOVENMEER 20Z5

Akasa Air eyes more
overseas destinations

AKASA MR WILL plan flightsto  planes and flies to 24 domestic
wvarious overseas destinations, and six international destina-

II'H'|I.I.'|II'IE ﬁinl:;.'lpu'rr.'v'lrtn.tnuwrl
Eazakhstan, ae it gets new planes
and Bosng abreralt deliverdes are
cxpectedtobe faster, Co-founder
and Chisf Commercial Officer
Praveen fyor said on Monday.

The alrline will ko look at
theoptionof starting servioes to
China, he said.” We don't have
{Rlaterl flving) rights for China
new, but we will consider them
imnthe future”

The more than three-year-
oldairdine wihidh & loss -maki ng,
currently has a fieet of 30

tions It has been facing delaysin
alrcmait deliveries.

At abrisfing in the national
capital, lyer said it will very soon
start international Mights from
Delhiand theairdine is alsolook-
Nirkiy [orward o start services
from the uproming Jewar air
port in Uttar Pradesh.

!\rrrrnrl'y: the arrline has 24
dally departures from Delhl. The
airline hasa firm onderforatotal
of 2 26 Boelng 737 MAX planes
and has been fa rinE arcrart

delivery delays. —FT
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1,400 flights
cancelled

MMORE THAN 1,400 ﬂ'lght 5 1o,
from, of within the US were
cancelled on Saturdayafterair-
lineswere told this week tocut
traffic during the fedeml gov-
emment shutdown,

Nearly 6,000 flights were
also delayed, down from over
7,000 delays on Fiday, accord
ing to flight tracker
FlightAware, The Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA)
announced earfierin the weeck
that it would be reducing air
travel capacity byupto 10% at
40 of the nation's busiest air
ports as air trffic controllers,
who are working without pay
during the shutdown, re port
fatigue. Republicans and
Democrats remain divided
over howtoend theimpasse in
Congress. —BLOOMBERG
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P&W to replace engines
on gmlmded IndiGo jets

Abhishek Law
mhn‘m. ira  emi e

NEW DELME Enjgine mmuker Prazi
B Whinmey Fas o ssared DndiGo
thut it imtends o replace taaliy
engines of 40008 grousded
plird ol i country's larpesl
alrline by el -Jizne D028, sl
i persans with knowledge al
thie elevidojHnieni

This move will potentialky
Tocsors Ry’ pedi i biliy this
yiar il e, depending on
the pace of engines reploce
i, redmciing the caimier’s
eiamce oncosty keased plones
o offset the nearfy- 3 wnused
pireraltandis Nism

The nirline fics two of three
eengers in i

Ferry plancs with Pran &
Whitmey smpines amne grounded
while B are flhying

“Thitie & af aasuinee e i
stapgiered improverend i@ the
nireealt on groomd sliuastion
wilth a Jupe tmeline” the flrsi
person said on the condien of
nnaEnymey, kb ihe cllsoussions
betwisn 1w world's seoand
largest commercial afroraft
engene misker and il ore
[rTale

The secomd person, wha also
venrine] 1o reevisn un e fd
il some lmelines are s1ill
nder discussinn., and that revi
sban possihilitles cannmsd be
ki out i1 globs] supply oo
ST prTsEL

Ervinlla s 1o Prao & Whis-
ey mndl IndiGeo soeking com
el vernt mman swervil

& remoletlon could help
EndiGo's profitability, scoond:

Prant & Whinney Inleisds s
replore fsmlty emgines ol 4k
InadiCio planes, by June 1006, m

Inigg tos ok lesl cne oyt

Lingnm Dhxit, nrodyss ok Llnr:.
Capital sald, the wmeflidng of

ruum'Jl.'d phines by Piail &
Jlabigned with
piares opening up
around oiies thal prgimaie the
miwst manhet ol ale pasengers
i Ldln, “As pew sirports L
Mumbai {Novi Mambail and
Dt {Jeswar) ot g, 1wl
correipond  with  IndiGo's
plamis being angrounded. 1
helps the airbing with more
capacity, oo of costly leses.
and mu:. Bt inpline und b
e it The Mambal
| oy aooonngs for i ihdad
of l|||]|_1.'.« alr passenger mave-
mamn,

Fovemue from putting these
planes back in the siies will he
maich more than pensllics
InsdiGo e b drovm Prail & Whil-

new, Diit andd. “While Indi(o s
Eeidig R o oE pefied) kil
Eram the engine-mokes, the
amogni of which B unidls
e, 18 mat enoinh 1o cuver
up far revere [osses.”

omce the repleements sre
cognpleted, lndiGo will b=
nearty freeof Prant & Whitoey's

carod turblme fum (GTF)
engines, isirkiog 5 gradual cli-
s of one of the Gunigram
Paseq) abedine’s longe s -running
np=raliomal challenges.

The crisis, which began in
mlid-2033, srens from o " pow-
ter metal  contaming Hon”
iefiert In certnis Pran & Whit:
noy GTF englnes thut cowld
lend 1o component cracking
The lssne hayalfected alrines
il e

EriuliGes, cownasd by InterGelabie
Aviaziem Lid, hos {paged 200
pRdsEnger feby i so-gallid
operational lenses, which am
cxpens e as they com e loadel
wiithvrsts sisch us maliteiaics
nned rmsarance, These inchude
replucermeins for the goundel
planes with Pran & Whilnn
engines. OF the remaining
s o s Mect, 1 places sre
e by the airkine amd 62 on
financial kease where malne-
nEnce, mawramee and ofbers
cogls §re borme hy Indico
Eighs were on so-cadled damp
leaes where the kmsor oo
wies ot fust thie jets buk alse
pllotm. maintesane 1 ingar
1] 5e

The mumber of grounded
EnuliGo aircmit peaked i 204
At arouipd TR0 amad e sinee
graduslly declined
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Akasa Air eyes China, Africa, but
fleet crunch limits expansion

abhished law@livemint.com
HEW DELHI

carrier, Akasa Air. hasambi-
tious plans to expand s
international operations,
including flights to China, but
delays in supply of aircraft by
Boeing are holding it back.
Owned by SNV Aviation, the
airline, which began flying in
August 2022 hasbilateral fly-
ingrights toat least seven new
international destinations,
including Uzhekistan, Tash-
kent, Hanoi, Sri Lanka, the
Maldives, Indonesia and Sing-
apore, and is eyeing other
routes into China and Africa
{Nafrobi). Yet, with only 30
aircraft in its fleet and deliver-
ies from Boeing running
behind schedule, the carrier
findsitselfin aholding pattern.
“We have bilaterals. Andwe
hope to be ready in time to
deploy aireraft and grow prof-
itably internationally,” Akasa's
co-founder and chief commer-
cial officer Praveen Iver told
Mint, afteramedia roundiable.
“International ramp-up will
happen asand when more air-

I ndia’s youngest low-cost

The airline has flying rights to
seven international routes. en

craft come.”

The private airline, with 5%
market share, stopped sharing
fleet puidance, following air-
craft supply delayvs. It expects
aircrafi deliveries to normalise
b mid-2026 and is rolling out
hiring plans accordingly.

For now, Akasa's interna-
tional network remains lim-
ited 1o six routes—five across
West Asia (Doha, Abu Dhabi,
Jeddah, Rivadh, and Kuwait)
and ome to Phuket (Thailand).
Flights toSharjah are expected
soon. The airline alsoserves 24
domestic routes, with Mum-
bai, Bengaluru and Delhi serv-

ing as its principal base.

Akasa has committed to 226
aircrafi—all under a sale-and-
leaseback arrangement—with
deliveries spread over the next
seven years. [t last took deliv-
ery in June-July, and avoids
short-term. costly fivessuch as
wiet or damp leases,

Under a sale-and-leaseback
arrangement, air carriers pro-
cure aircraft at adiscount, sell
them to lessors at cost, and
immediately lease them back.
Awet lease provides an aircraft
with crew, maintenance, and
insurance, while in a damp
lease, the lessee has to provide
its own cabin crew.

Abasa expects to receive 196
aircraft in 86 months, ortwo s
month, exactly half of what
larger players IndiGo and Air
India are inducting.

It is banking on Boeing’s
approved ramp-up of produe-
tion, from 38 to42 aircraft per
month, by the US Federal Avi-
ation Administration effective
October 2025, to ease delivery
timelines. With Boeing raising
production, the airline expects
aircraft to come in faster.

For an extended version of
Hrix story, go tolivemint.com.



|

T AaEaEa g
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY

Corporate Communications Directorate

OF

INDILA

MINT

DELHI

11 NOVEMBER 2025

IndiGo lease costs
to fall as P&W vows

engines by June

T
abheshel bwiblremmrd com
HEW DELHI

ngine maker Prait &
E Whitney has assured

Incliior thiat it intends to
replace faulty engines of
Hi-odd grounded planes of the
coumiry 's karpest adrtime by end-
June 2026, sakd two persons
with knowledge of the devel-
opment

This move will potentially
Tt InecliiGi's puroffiadsliny this
vear and merxt, depending on
the pace of engines replace-
mient, redscing the carrier’s
refbance on ooty lessed planes
tovoffset the neardy- K unused
alreraft on s feet.

The alrline fies two of theee
passengers in ndka,

Forty planes with Pram &
Whitney engines are groumded
whilbe Glhare flying.

“There is an asurance fora
stagpered iImprovement in the
alreraft on ground sirustion
with s Jumee tioedine, ” the first
person sald on the condition of
anohv iy, as the dismissions
between the workd's second-
largest commercial alreraft
engine miker and IndiGo are
Jrivate.

T secoinsd person. who also

Farty planes with these engines
are grounded; G0 Thying.

waird exd torernaln nnddentifled,
sadd some timelines are still
erwcber discussion. and that revi-
shon pessibilities cannot be
rubed out i ghobal supply con-
strzinis persisl.

Emails sent o Pratt & Whit-
ney and IndiCo seeking com-
ment went isanswerned.

A resolution could help
IndiGa's profitability, sccond-
Iz it Bt o aumealyest
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P&W to replace 40+ IndiGo jet engines
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vt mumbe rof alr prssengers
I Incllza. = As mew alrports in
Mumbal (Novi Mumbaih and
Dl U apenup, this will
correspond with ImliGo's
plames belng ungrounded. 18
helps the sirline with more
capacity, returm ol costly keases,
o aids both topline and bot-
tomnbine groawth,” Thie Mumibal-
Dl route ascconants fora third
of India's alr passenger move-
e

Revenuies from purting these
planes back ko the sldes will be
much more thon penaliies
IncliGo gets firom Prat & Whis-
ney, Dt sabd “Whike IndiCGols
getiing some compensation
froum the engine-maker, the
amaunt of which Is undls-
chosed, it st encughio cover
ups for rovenue hisses.®

(inee the replacements are
completed, InmliGo will be
nearly free of Pratt & Whimey's
geared turbine fan (GTF)
enngins, muarking agradual clo-
sure of ane of the Gurugram-
s stbrlime"s logest-runnings
aperatonal challenges.

The erisis. which begin in
el 201208, st froam a = pow-
der metal contamination™
defiect incertabn Pram & Whii-
ney GTF engines that could

kead to component cracking.
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Globe Aviation Led, has leased

The fssae has affected alrlines | 353 passenger jetson so-called
worbibwide. operational leases, which are

Although InciGo'sexposire | expensivieas they come loaded
o the Admerican engine maker | with oosts sucd s mulntenanos
s declining as all and Insurance
its new pline  Revenuesfrom — These Include
Inductions  are putting the planes replacements for
powered by rival  packintheskies the grounded
CFM,. a 50:50 will be more than planes with Prati
veniureof Safran penalties Indigo & Whitney
Abreraft Engines f Pratt & engines. O the
el General - BEISTrom remaining planes
trie. there are Whitney on its fleet. 14
s O Prain & —u planes are owed

Whitney-pow-

eredd Alrbus A%20neo family

sroraft i its feet of WY planes.

CFM s taschay the world's Llarg-

et commiercial englone maker.
lndiGco, owned by Inter-

I thie nirline and
62 an financlal lease where
mlntenance, insurnee and
others costs are borne by
IneliCra. Elght were onso-called
chumgp leases whene the lessor

prrowlides mot just the fets bt
also pilots, maintenance and
Insurance.

The numbser of grounded
IncliGoadreralt peakied in 2024
at avonid 7O-80 and has sinee
gradually declined

U IndiGo's 4+ November
inwvessor call sfler second gquar-
ter earmdngs, CPO Gauray Megl
had said the number of
grounded alreralt  has
remuned stable in the “rangs
of 405", "Based on the Latest
gubidance from the OFEM [Prati
& Whitney], the number of
groumded alreraft s expected
tonegnain range-boumnd at cur-
rent levels tll the end of the
vear. Bevond this, we are in
active discussions with the
OEM For furthe r guldanoe ™

Prait & Whitney had indi-
cated the East pace of repalr
workiof is engineseardior, Inan
earmningscallin October, chadr-
muan adchlelexeoutive ofkoer
of the: engine-maker's parent
RTX Christopher Calio stated
thest G TF s repalr network per-
formance had strengthened.
“Uhur repalr network was up
about 30% year-over-year,
whibch helpslessen demand for
new pearts anil dmproves Bow
earlier inthe process,” he sald.

For an ertended version of
et ifovy, go te livemint.com
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IndiGo aims evidence-based
training programmes for pilots

NEW DELHI: The country’s
largest airline IndiGo aims to
implement evidence-based
training programmes for its
pilots, as part of its continuing
efforts to enhance their com-
petencies, including improved
sitnational awareness, accord-
ing to a senior official.

IndiGo, which operates over
2,300 flights daily, is expanding
its fleet by adding wide-body
planes and currently has more
than 5,300 pilots.

Currently, Competency-
Based Training and Assess-
ment (CBTA) is implemented
at the airline.

“When you become CBTA-
compliant, you eventually end

up, once you mature, you
become EBT-compliant,” the
senior airline official said.

EBT refers to Evidence-
Based Training.

“So right now, we are just
baselining the CBTA. Now, with
all the data we are going to use,
and with the help of the world’s
best practices...or having con-
sultants on board, we need to

see how we can eventually reach
the EBT stage,’ the official said.

Various skills, enhanced sit-
uational awareness, decision-
making, and corporate resource
management are among the key
elements of competency-based
training programmes.

The airline will utilise the
huge amount of data it has for
training purposes, which will
be evidence-based, the official
said, adding that data analytics
and artificial intelligence will
be used.

“We will first of all collect all
the data, validate all the data...
then base the training pro-
gramme on the data,” the offi-
cial added. Pl



AIRFORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMESs OF INDIA DELHIT 11 NOVENMBER 2025

Steep tariffs send air cargo

from India to US to 9-

Gm.w Imiages

Volumes Were
Higher Even
In Covid Years

Sunny.Baskic@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Steep tariff hikes
by the Donald Trump adminis-
tration have sent air cargo move-
ment between India and the US
into freefall, marking a nine-
year low. Data from the Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) shows that India ship-
ped 4,319 tonnes of goods to the
US between Jan and June —
down from 7,152 tonnes during
the same period last vear,

Even during the Covid
pandemic vears of 2020 to 2023,
freight volumes ranged be-
tween 5,000 and 9,000 tonnes.
Thelast time India-UStrade fig-
ures hit such lows was in 2016,
when they touched 3,750 tonnes
in the same Jan-to-June-period.

Representatives of the Feder-
ation of Freight Forwarders As-
sociations in India (FFFAT) say
the tariff spike hasled toasignif-

India shipped 4,319 tonnes of goods to the US between Jan and June, DGCA data shows

icant drop in demand, pushing
exporters to drastically cut or-
der sizes. A Punjab-based trader
whowould ship30orders of engi-
neering tools daily is now send-
ing only 10 to 12, with just a hand-
ful of buvers willing to purchase
increasingly expensive goods,
“When Trump took office,
tariff rates initially rose by 25%.
It later shot up by 50%, severely
affecting key export segments,
Handicrafts, one of India's ma-
jor exports to the US, have taken
a severe beating,” said Rajesh

Verma, vice-chairman of FFFAL
Dealers ingems and jewellery,
textiles, readvmade apparel and
perishable goods, all of whichare
part of largest chunk of freight
from India to the US, have been
hit hard, say customs brokers,
“Although pharmaceuticals
have largely been spared for now,
the rest are in dire straits. Prod-
ucts that cost 100 earlier are now
priced at approximately §150. Ad-
ditional restrictions imposed by
US authorities have slowed
clearances and affected trade

-year low

volumes,” said § Anil Kumar,
president of the Hyderabad Cus-
toms Brokers' Association.

Passenger traffic hasn't es-
caped the fallout either, DGCA
figures show the count of US-
bound flvers drop by 50,000 dur-
ing the first six months of 2025 —
down from 4.5 lakh between Jan
and June 2024 to 4 lakh during
the corresponding period this
yvear: Visa consultants and travel
associations point to stricter vi-
sanorms as the primary cause,

Lmecertainty over immigra-
tion policies has triggered panic
among students, with many now
hesitant to travel to the US. They
are worried about their safety and
the possibility of being sent back.
especially after Trump's state-
ments about reducing foreign stu-
dent intake, say consultants.

“Apart from students, working
professionals on H-1B visas are al-
so apprehensive ab-
out facing scrutiny
oar uﬂt‘.[i]‘l‘i-iinf}' up-
on reentry. Hence,
the drop in traveller
count,” said Siraj
Ansari, acity-based
travel planner,
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Spicelet flight makes emergency landing in Kol

Spicelet Mumbai-Kaolkata flight made an emergency landing on

one engine late Sunday after the Boeing (B737-800) aircraft
allegedly developed a snag during descent. After a safe
touchdown, all 188 passengers were evacuated. Flight SG-670
landed at Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose International Alrport. thw
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