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AAI buys 19 acres to ease truck
traffic near airport cargo terminal

Expect Less
Jam On GST
Road Soon

Venkadesan.5
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Congestion on the
GST Road is expected to de-
crease considerably as the
Alrports Authority of India
has acquired 19.06 acres of
land behind the Meenam-
bakkam metro station for
7278 crore to enhance the
parking facilities for goods

File piciure

PACKED: Hundreds of trucks are parked daily on the roadside due to
a shortage of parking space around the cargo terminal

carriers that make a beeline
for the Chennal airport's
cargoterminal.

Hundreds of trucks are

parked daily on the roadside
due to a shortage of parking
space around the cargo ter-
minal. Al Assets Holding

Lid officially transferred
the land parcel to AAI on
Monday. This land was once
a residential colony of erst-
while Indian Alrlines emp-
loyeas,

“There is a stadium in
the colony, which would be
immediately converted into
a parking lot for vehicles
that come to deliver and pick
up goods from the cargo ter-
minal. Some demolition
work is needed to increase
parkingspace further. Three
different proposals are un-
der review to develop the
19.06 acres, keeping the long-
term needs of the airport in
mind,” said an AAl official.

Chennal alrport’s cargo
terminal handles about 400
tonnes of exportand 800 ton-
nesof import cargodaily, ne-
arly 30% more thanlast year.
The cargo terminal sees a
rush of goods carriers bet-
ween 3pm and 8pm for at le-
ast four days a weel.

Traffic on GST Road is af-
fected in the evening as
trucks and private buses
park on both sides near the
alrport. The Chennal Unifi-
ed Metropolitan Transport
Authority (CUMTA) has be-
en urging AAI to shift the
cargoterminal to the rear si-
de of the airport to reduce
congestion.
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Customs seize five
gold biscuits worth
Rs 88.97 lakh

Dubai passenger concealed 582.7 gms of
gold inside trouser pocket at airport

| Ahmedabad Mirror Bureau
feedback@ahmedabadmirror.com

Posts @ahmedabadmirror
ustoms officials have seized
five gold biscuits worth Rs
88.97 lakh from a passenger
arriving from Dubai at Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel International
Airport on Friday. The 43-year-old
passenger from Bharuch allegedly
concealed 24-carat gold in a plastic
wrapping inside his trouser pocket.

According sources, the passenger
arrived aboard Flydubai flight FZ437.
His suspicious movements and
unsatisfactory responses during ques-
tioning prompted officials to subject
him to further screening.

Although his baggage had passed
through the green channel, a door-
frame metal detector flashed a red
signal when he was asked to walk
through it, raising suspicions.

A subsequent physical search led
to the recovery of five gold biscuits
weighing 582.7 grams. The seized
gold was valued at Rs 88,97 829,

The latest seizure comes around a

month after Customs officials inves-

tigated two passengers from Surat
who had arrived from Dubai in a sep-
arate gold-smuggling case.

The seizure comes amid contin-
ued fluctuations and an overall rise
in gold prices in international mar-
kets, with the impact also being felt
in Ahmedabad’s retail jewellery mar-
ket. Market sources said customers
purchasing 10 grams of gold jewel-
lery in Ahmedabad could pay
approximately Rs 1,54,500, includ-
ing 3% GST and a bill, while the price
without a bill was around Rs
1,51,500. Gold prices have fluctuated
but generally moved upwards over
the past week. Prices reportedly rose
by around Rs 1,700 to Rs 2,000 in the
preceding 48 hours.

10 OCTOBER 2026
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Upgrade plan: Airlines ask Mumbai
airport for T 1 structural safety reports

CLEAR PLAN. Airlines body also asked for a detailed redevelopment plan, including its scope and firm timelines

—
DOur Bureau
Mumbai

Adrlines have asked Mumbai airport
to share structural safety reports of
Terminal 1 (T1) ahead of the Octo
ber 13 meeting to firm up reduction
of flights,

The meeting is being held on the
intervention of the Civil Aviation
Ministry which put on hold reduc-
tion of 265 international flights
from October 26, On October 1
Mumbai International Airport Lrd
(MIAL) proposed reduction of the
Hights in view of planned redevelop-
mentof T1 due to safety concerns,

In a letter to MIAL, the Airline
Operators Committes (AOC) asked
for an update on structural safety of
T1. “There have been references to
structural safety of T1 by MIAL at
various forums. The ACC would like
to review independent consultant
reports that established such con
cerns,” it has said.

The airlines also asked for a de

UPCOMING RENOVATION Mumbai airport has planned to redevelop a
partian of terminal 1B from January 202V ooumes

tailed redevelopment plan for T1,
including irs scope, phase-wise exe-
cution plan and firm timelines.
While airlines are supporting safe
and timely development of T1, ADC
has requested for details of actual
capacity utilisation of Terminal 1
and 2 along with declared capacity.
“The AOC member airlines wish
to place on record that the proposed
33 per cent reduction {of flights) has
not be discussed with or agreed by
the AOC committee or the affected

ADC member airlines and is cur-
rently being proposed as an unilat-
eral measure,” it said,

TEMPORARY CLOSURE

MIAL in its October 1 letter had said
airlines were called for stakeholder
meeting on September 16, “A num-
ber of airline partners chose not to
participate in the meeting, MIAL
nevertheless remains committed to
continued stakeholder engagement
and reiterates that the development

programme and implementation
timelines remain unchanged,” it
said.

Mumbai airport plans to re-
develop a portion of Terminal 1B
from January. The airport said the
fl-vear-old Terminal is in need of
repairs. It said the partial closure of
Terminal 1B will not impact 90 per
cent of ciry’s air traffic. Further, it
said the airlines have been an option
o temporarily relocate operations
tor Mavi Mumbai,

“With Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport now operational and
capable of providing an alternative
option for airlines and rravellers, the
planned closure and phased demoli-
ton of T1 can no longer be de-
ferred,” it added.

MNavi Mumbai Airport is offering a
100 per cent discount on landing
fees for new international flights. In
addition, it plans to offer cash
vouchers to intermational passen-
gers to offset the difference in the
User Development Fee levied at
Navi Mumbai and Mumbai airports,
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Noida airport named after Modi

DC CORRESPONDENT
WITH AGENCY INPUTS
NEW DELHI, LUCKNOW, OCT.
9

The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet
on Friday approved a pro-
posal to rename the Noida
International Airport at
Jowar as ‘Narendra Modi
International  Airport,
Noida-Jewar”, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityvanath
said.Briefing reporters
after the Cabinet meeting,
Adityanath described the
airport as a major gift to
Uttar Pradesh and
expressed gratitude to the
Prime Minister."The
Council of Ministers of
Uttar Pradesh expresses
its gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

for gifting the state the

Noida International
Airport at Jewar The
Cabinet has approved a
proposal to name it
Narendra Modi
International Alrport,
Noida-Jewar,” he said.

Adityanath said the air-
port was set to become the
state’s largest and a major
aviation hub in the coun-
try The Cabinet also
expressed appreciation for
Modi's leadership and con-
tinued commitment to
Uttar Pradesh.“The Cou-
ncil of Ministers reiter-
ates its resolve to work
continuously with full ded-
ication, energy and com-
mitment to realise the
vision of a developed UP
and a developed India by

2047," he said.Modi laid
the foundation stone for
the greenfield airport on
November 25, 2021, and
inaugurated its first phase
on March 28, 2026,
Commercial flights began
on June 15. Developed
under a public-private
partnership between the
Uttar Pradesh government
and Zurich Airport Inter-
national AG, it is the
Delhi-NCR region’'s second
international airport and
aims to strengthen region-
al logistics and connectivi-
ty The first phase covers

approximately 1,334
hectares, or more than
3,300 acres. Expansion

plans envisage an area
exceeding 5,000 hectares,
with the project billed as
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KIA to begin simultaneous
runway departures next year

Operations to boost
hourly air traffic by 50%

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALLRLU, DHNS

imultaneous departures

from both runways at

Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (KLA) are ex-
pected to begin next year, as
air trafficcontrol (ATC) equip-
mentintegration, safetyverifi-
cation and the development of
aperatng procedures remain
underway.

While Bangalore Tnterna-
tional Airport Limited (BLAL),
the airport operator, has not
announced an official dead-
line for the semi-mixed mode
operations o kick off, BIAL
representatives had infor-
mally shared with DH thatthe
procedures would likely begin
in September 2026. However,
well-placed sources now say
the process would take longer,
with commissioning expected
only early next year,

“The equipment installa-
tion is complete, but integra-
tion into the ATC automation
system and verification and
testing are in progress. Once
all the problems are resolved,

we are hoping it will be com-
missioned early next year,”
an Airport Authority of India
(AAI) official told DH.

Thedelaycomesevenasihe
Bengaluru airport has begun
trials of its new Point Merge
system, an air traffic manage-
ment procedureintroducedin
Seprember.

The system is designed to
streamline arriving aircraft by
organising them along struc-
tured routes before directing
them towards the runway,
helping controllers manage
traffic more efficientdy.

However, the Point Merge
syster for managing arrivals
isdistinct from the infrastrue-
ture and procedures required
toenable simultaneous depar-
tures from both rumways,

The equipment forsimulta-
neous departures, including
Surface Movement Radars
(SMRs), isintended to monitor
aireraft movements and alert
controllers todeviations from
designated Might paths. A new
ATC automation svstem will
also provide safety alerts to
help controllers manage si-

RUNWAY UPGRADE
Capacity boost

Two in operation

® Currently. KIA has two runways: north and south
® Runways are operated in a staggered manner
= South runiway handles departures during peak haurs

= Hourly air traffic movements ex-
pected to increase from 60 to 50
® Daily aircraft mavements cur-
renthy at 704, down from 840 amid

B North runway handles departures during non-peak hours

West Asia tensions
5 expected to begin early next year

The airport now operates its two runways in a staggered Manner. D4 PHOTO/BX JANARDHAN

multaneous operations.

The official said proce-
dures were being developed
cautiously, with initial trials
for the partial runway pro-
gressing successfully, despite
changing wind directions act-
ing asa hurdle,

Simultaneous runway oper-
ations carry risks if an aircraft
deviates from its designated
path and moves closer to an-
other aircraft taking off or
landing on the adjacent run-
way. The new surveillance
equipment and automation
sysiem are expected to help
con ctandrespond
tosuch situations,

Currently, the airportoper-
ates its (wo runways in a stag-
pered manner, “During peak
hours, the south runway is
used for departures, while the
north runway 15 used during
non-peak hours, Simultane-
ous departures, along with
other improvements, can
increase the airport's air traf-
fic movements (ATM) from
&0 ATMs per hour to 90," he
added.

Currently, the airport sees
around 700 ATMs per day, af-
ter air tralfic was impacted by
the West Asia tensions, bring-
ing down the number of ATMs
from 840,

Once the semi-mixed mode
operations are introduced, it
could take around two vears
for operations to stabilise ful-
Iy as procedures are refined
and operational challenges
addressed.

The airport is working
closely with relevant regula-
tory authorities to introduce
Point Merge and semi-mixed
mode operations as part of a
phased approach to oprimis-
ing its dual-runway system,
said a BIAL representative,
adding that semi-mixed mode
operations remain subject
to the necessary regulatory
clearances,
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U airport to be
renamed after

PM Modi

LUCKNOW, DHMS: The
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Friday decided to
rename the Jewar Airport
inGreater Noida after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

The state cabinet
approved a proposal to
rename the airport Nar-
endra Modi International
Airportat its meeting
here.

The meeting, which was
presided over by Chief
Minister Yogi Aditvanath,
alsoadopted a resolution
hailing Modi's leadership
and contributions on com-
pleting 25 years of public
service.



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA,

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN DELHI 11 OCTOBER 2026

T O ST I A o A e e e
Erm ot Tt ds s e bos e it 2w

9493
i
f =143
i.
]
|



_ AN

Hog faua=aas uifgsyo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDU

DELHI

Several hurt in Saudi
Arabia airport attack

Associated Press
CAIRO

Amid growing hostilities
with the [Iran-backed
Houthi rebels in Yemen,
Saudi Arabian officials on
Saturday said the airport in
capital Riyadh was at-
tacked again and evacuat-
ed. A missile struck a com-
plex housing terminals 3
and 4 for domestic flights
at the Rivadh airport and
many people were wound-
ed, an official said.

The latest attack comes
days after three Saudi Ara-
bian citizens were killed as
the kingdom faces an ex-

U.S. President Trump
says he is evaluating
whether to join

Saudi Arabia’s strikes
against Houthi rebels

traordinary series of as-
saults in the new front in
the Iran war.

U.S. President Donald
Trump told presspersons
he was evaluating whether
the U.S. should join Saudi
Arabia’s strikes against the
Houthi rebels.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 14

11 OCTOBER 2026
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NIA to investigate attack on
Indian pilot of flydubai plane

Investigation agency files FIR under anti-hijacking and UAPA laws after Centre says the incident
has ‘grave national and international ramifications” and the ‘larger conspiracy’ must be unearthed

Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

he National Investi-
T gation Agency
(NIA) has regis-

tered a case in connection
with the alleged mid-air hi-
jacking attempt of an Is-
rael-bound flydubai flight
and the attack on its Indian
pilot Captain Smit Machch-
har on September 30.

The agency has invoked
Section 3 of the Anti-Hi-
jacking Act and Section 16,
read with Section 15(1)(a),
of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act. The first
information report (FIR)
identifies the accused who
attacked Captain Machch-
har as the “Omani First Of-
ficer of flydubai flight no.
1073",

Recounting the se-
quence of events, the FIR
states that the Omani co-pi-
lot  stabbed  Captain
Machchhar in an apparent
attempt to hijack the air-
craft or crash it. Mr

Captain Machchhar was airlifted to Abu Dhabi in the United Arab
Emirates, where he is recuperating at a hospital. ap

Machchhar sustained deep
cuts to his head and hands.
The incident occurred in
the Saudi Arabian airspace
near the Jordan-Saudi Ara-
bia border.

The government re-
ferred the matter to the in-
vestigation agency for re-
gistration of a case and
investigation, citing the
“grave national and inter-
national ramifications” of
the attack. and the need to

investigate the possible
“larger conspiracy.” As
part of the investigation,
the agency may record
statements of eyewitness-
es, examine any state-
ments made by the ac-
cused, and analyse flight
data to establish the se-
quence of events.

The statement of Cap-
tain Machchhar might also
be recorded. According to
information received hv

the government, the flydu-
bai flight departed from
Dubai, UAE at 7.05 a.m. on
September 30, carrying 174
passengers and six crew
members.

At 9.21 am., the air-
plane reportedly descend-
ed rapidly and turned back
into the Saudi airspace
while flying near the Jor-
dan-Saudi Arabia border.
Passengers reported that
the first officer stabbed
Captain Machchhar but
was overpowered and res-
trained by passengers and
crew members.

The other pilots on
board subsequently land-
ed the airplane safely at
Prince Sultan bin Abdula-
ziz Airport in Tabuk,
northwestern Saudi Ara-
bia, around 10.45 a.m.

The Saudi authorities la-
ter arrested the first officer.
Captain Machchhar was
airlifted to Abu Dhabi in
the United Arab Emirates,
where he is recuperating at
1 hospital.
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Missile strikes passenger
terminal at Riyadh airport

Associated Press
CAIRO

The airport in Saudi Ara-
bia’s capital, Riyadh, was
attacked again on Saturday
and evacuated, two region-
al officials said, just days af-
ter three Saudi citizens, in-
cluding a pilot, were killed
as the kingdom faces an ex-
traordinary series of as-
saults in the new front in
the Iran war.

U.S. President Donald
Trump told presspersons
he was evaluating whether
the U.S. should join Saudi
strikes against the Houthi
(Ansar Allah) rebels in
neighbouring Yemen who
have claimed this week’s
attacks on King Khalid In-
ternational Airport as well
as other Saudi airports,
military facilities and oil
infrastructure.

“We may. We're going to
look at it,” Mr. Trump said.

Thick black smoke and flames
rising from a fire at King Khalid
International Airport in Riyadh.

“We just found out about
the recent attack. So we’ll
make a decision. We move
very quickly.”

In the latest attack, a
missile struck a complex
housing terminals 3 and 4
for domestic flights at the
Riyadh airport and many
people were wounded, an

official said. Saudi civil
aviation authorities said
operations at the airport
had been suspended and
the number of wounded
and damage were being as-
sessed. An official notice to
aviators said the suspen-
sion was through mid-
night. The airport had a
heavy police presence,
with all entrances blocked,
and lights around the com-
plex were dimmed.

Flights diverted elsewh-
ere, the Flightradar24
tracker said. Countries in-
cluding the United States,
Britain, Germany, Austra-
lia and Canada warned citi-
zens to avoid the airport.

Meanwhile, Saudi auth-
orities warned the public
that “filming, publishing or
sharing information relat-
ed to countering missiles
and drones and their im-
pact sites exposes you to
legal liability™.



_ AN

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

PIONEER

DELHI

11 OCTOBER 2026

Fresh attack hits Saudi Arabian capital’s airport

SAMY MAGDY M Cairo

The airport in the Saudi Arabian
capital, Riyadh, was attacked
again on Saturday and evacuated,
two regional officials said, two
days after three Saudi citizens
including a pilot were killed as the
kingdom faces an extraordinary
series of assaults in the new front
in the Iran war.

A missile struck a passenger ter-
minal and many people were
wounded, one of the officials said.
They spoke on condition of
anonymity because they weren't
authorised to speak to the media.
Ambulances were seen rushing
toward the airport.

Flights to Riyadh diverted else-
where, the Flightradar24 tracker
said, almost four hours after the
last flight landed at 2.05 pm Kuwait
Airways said it was cancelling
flights because the airport had
closed. Canada’s embassy advised
citizens to avoid all travel to the
airport, noting "“ongoing
military activity."

King Khalid International Airport
has been targeted multiple times
in the week since a Saudi-led
coalition launched a major military
offensive against Iran-backed
Houthi rebels in neighbouring

Yemen. The Houthis claimed
responsibility for the earlier
attacks, including one Wednesday
that killed a Sudanese national.

There was no immediate Houthi
statement on Saturday. The Saudi
government-run Centre for
International Communication,
which oversees foreign media in
the kingdom, didn't immediately
respond to a request for comment.

A Riyadh resident, Ahmed Sayed,
told The Associated Presshe heard
at least two loud explosions that
rocked the capital.

The airport issued a terse alert
telling passengers to check their
flight status with airlines before

heading to the airport. At least 225
flights at the airport had been can-
celled over the past 24 hours,
according to flight-tracking site
FlightAware.

Fighting in Yermen between the
Houthis and Saudi-backed Yemeni
government forces has escalated,
with the Saudi-led coalition
providing air support for
Government forces in an attempt
to reverse recent Houthi gains
along the Red Sea.

The rebels' gains gave them
better surveillance of shipping on
acorridor that’s a crucial alterna-
tive to the Strait of Hormuz, where
Iran has been attacking ships.

Though the Houthis have told the
AP and others they are only target-
ing Saudi shipping as part of a
blockade in retaliation for one
imposed on them, concerns about
wider attacks persist. The Houthis
previously attacked other ships
after the war in Gaza began, calling
it solidarity with Palestinians. A US
bombing campaign ended that.

The Saudis have sought support
from the US and other allies as its
airports, military facilities and oil
infrastructure have come under
attack. Officials said US assistance
has included intelligence sharing,
target identification and planning
for the latest offensive.

On Friday, as he left the White
House, US President Donald Trump
was asked about the attacks on the
Riyadh airport and told reporters,
“It's not good” and “I'm not happy.”
But there has been no immediate
sign of US military support to
respond to the attacks.

The Saudi and Omani foreign
ministers spoke by phone about
the importance of “supporting
diplomatic solutions to de-escalate
tensions” in the region, the
kingdom said Saturday. Oman,
which lies across the Strait of
Hormuz from Iran, has played a
mediator role at times in the

region. Meanwhile, Saudi author-
ities warned the public this week
that “filming, publishing or sharing
information related to countering
missiles and drones and their
impact sites exposes you to
legal liability.”

This week, the Houthis warned
global airlines “for the last time”
about the potential consequences
of operating in Saudi airspace,
which they described as a theatre
for their military operations.

Air India, FlyDubai, Lufthansa
Group and Pakistan International
Airlines have been among the air-
lines suspending flights to and
from Riyadh and other Saudi air-
ports for the next few days.

The European Union Aviation
Safety Agency has expanded its
guidance on Saudi airspace, noting
the Houthis' ability to strike targets
deeper inside the kingdom, includ-
ing Riyadh, and a “greater focus on
aviation infrastructure.”

The missile and drone attacks
and interception efforts “create an
increased risk of misidentifica-
tion of civil aircraft,” it said.

In Thursday's attack, the Saudi
national carrier said one of its air-
craft was damaged while it was
on the ground, with no passengers
on board. [AP)
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AAlStrengthens Stakeholder Coordination
forSeamless Passenger Journey

As part of the natienwide "Yatrd Seva
8 Abhivan 20267 the Adrports Authority
g of India (AAL), under the aegis of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation, undertook
a focused initiative to strengthen
woirdination ameng airpot dakehokders
and enhance the seamless move ment
ol passengers across different stagesol theirjourney Theinitiative
emplusised clesercoordination between airlines, Centrl Industrial
Security Force (CISF), Customs and Immigration authorities,
GroundHardling Apencies (GHAs) concesdonaires, housekeeping
teams and transport service providers, wherever applicable.
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AAI Airports undertake
Comprehensive Facility
and Service Quality Audit

T { B o

Comntinuing the natiomwide
“Yatri Seva Abhivan 20267,
theAdrports Authority ol India
(AAL), under the aegis of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
undertook a comprehensive
audit of passenger [acilities
and service quality across its
airports. The initiative focused
on assessing the end-to-end
passenger experience and
identifving areas [or
irmproverne nil across key airport
Faciliies and servicesThe mudit
covered ertical passenger-facing
paramelers including
cleanliness, seating
arrangpements denage, drnking
wiater [acilities toilets, baggape
services, digital services and
s 8 beverage (F&B) [acilities.
Adrport teams reviewed these
[acilities 1o assess their
availability, functionality,
accessibility and overallquality,
with theobjective of ensuring
aconsistent and comlortable
experience for passengers.
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AAI Reinforces Passenger-Centric
Service Culture

Continuing the nationwide "Yaird Sew
Abhivan 20067 the Airports Authority of
India(AAl),under theaegts of the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, undertook a locused
initiative tostrengthenservice excellenee
and passenger-centric behaviour among
[ronthine airport persomnel. The initiative
emphasised the importance of courtesy,
empathy and elear communication in creating a positive and
weleoming experience or air travellersSpecial emphasis was
placed on passenger-frst behayiowr, along with groosming and
uniform standards for rontline persomel

|
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Yogi names new alrport in Noida after Modi

A YADAY

New Delhi: Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Yogl Adit-
yanath on Friday announced
his government's decision to
name the newly Inaugurated
Nolda Internatlonal alrport
after Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

The move Was seen as an
attempt to mend tles with
the BJP's central leadership
ahead of the Assembly elec-
tlons early next year. Adit-
yanath 15 widely believed o
harbour amhtions of a larger
natlonal role eveniually and
4 third consecutlve ferm as
chief minlster in the imme-
diate future. There have been
MYUr murs for long about Adit-

vanath being a potentlal rival
to Union home minister Amit
Shah In the race to succeed
o,

The alrport 15 the second
major public asset to be named
after Modl. In February 2021,
the Gujarat government re-
named Ahmedabad's Motera
cricket stadium as Narendra
Mod! Stadium.

In an unusual move, Adit-
yvanath personally annoimced
the state cabinet's decislon to
rename the airport, under-
scoring the political signifl-
cance attached to the renam-
Ing. He sald the move marked
25 years of Modl’s public 1ife
and was an expression of the
state government's gratitude
0 the Prime Minlster for his

“guldanee and contributlon”
to Uttar Pradesh’s develop-
ment.

“The councll of ministers
of Uttar Pradesh eXpresses 145
gratitude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for giving the
state the Nolda Internatlonal
atrport at Jewar. The cabinet
has approved a proposal to
name it Narendra Modl Inter-
national Alrport, Nolda-Jew-
ar,” Adityanath tokd reporters.

Lavishing praise on Modi,
the chlef minister sald Uttar
Pradesh took pride in the
fact that the Prime Minister
represented the staw 1o Par-
lament. Under Modi's leader-
ship, Aditvanath said, the state
had entered a “new phase of
development”, with herltage

Narendra Modi. (FTI)

conservation and infrastruc-
flilre expanslon progressing
mgether:

Adityanath described the
alrportas amaor aviatonhub
that wouldl boost the state’s
eCONOMY, Industry, tourism
and global connectivity. Modi
Ingugurated the Molda alrport

on March 28, while commer-
cial operaticns began on June
15. Devalopad as a mul timodal
transport hub 1n the National
Capital Regton, the alrport 18
intended to ease pressure on
Drelhl’s Indira Gandhd Interna-
tonal Alrport.

Aditvanath also credited
Modl's “administrative expe-
rlence and vislon™ with trans-
forming governance In Uitar
Pradesh since he became chisf
rinister in 2017, “Prior to 2017,
UP grappled with administra-
five Inefficlency, Insecurity
among the peaple and lack of
basic amenitles,” he added.

The repeatad eXpressions
of gratitude to Modl were
read as an attempt (o woo the
party's leadership, without

whose actlve cooperation
Adityanath's ambition to win
a record third term and a larg-
er national role would be d1ff-
culttorealse.

BJP insiders sald Adit-
yanath needed the firm back-
Ing of the party and the wider
Sangh Partvar's organisation-
4l support to undercut the ac-
cumulated antl-incumbency
of £W0 tEITs.

“The party organisation 1s
dominated by Modi and Shah.
The party’s top decislon-mak-
ng body — the parlilamentary
board — will only clear Adit-
yanath's name for 4 third term
If the BJP wins the polls,” a
BJP leader said.

Although Modl repeatedly
describes himself 45 4 manon

& “mission” rather than driv-
en by “personal ambition”,
his tenure has witnessed a
growing cult of personallty
around him, evoking compar-
isoms with the Congress under
former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi,

The naming of major pub-
lic assats after a living leader
has been a notable feature of
both periods. In 1982, the in-
door stadinm buflt in Delhi
to host the Asian Games was
named ater Indira while she
was Prime Minlster. A multl-
purpose sports ground in Vi-
Javawada was named afver har
1n 1969 following her visit to
the city, while a park in Hyder-
abad was also christenad after
her In 1978,
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Modi likely to virtually unveil
Leh airport terminal on Oct 15

ADILAKHZER

SRINAGAR, DCTOBER 10
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
iz likely to virtually maugurate
the newly constructed terminal
bullding at Kushok Bakula
Rimpochee (KBR) Airport in
Leh, Ladakh, on October 15,
official sources sad,

Sources told The Tribune that
all preparations for the inaugu-
ration have beencompleted and
the terminal is ready for opera-
tions The facility is expected to
beopened tothe publicimmeds-
ately afterits nauguration.

The state-of-the-art terminal,
spread armoss nearly 23,000
square metres, has  been
designed as a threelevel struc

We00-criacility to boost capacity
to >} tlights a dayhandle
35 mn passengers annually

ture and is being developed n
two phases atan edimated cost
of over Hs 600 crore.

Officials said the first phase
includes 20 check-in counters,
an infine bageage handling
system (BHS), a 700 kWp
rooftop solar power plant, two
arrival bageage carousels, 15
lift= and 12 escalators.

Under the second phase, the
existing terminal building will
be demdished to make way for
anew apron, fouradditional s
craft parking bavs and three

aerobridpes. According to offi-
cials, the four new bays will sig-
nificantly boost the arports
operational capacity, enabling it
to handle up to 54 flight= a day
compeared tothe current 18
“The new terminal building
is desipned to cater to 3.5 mil-
lion passengers annually and
can handle up to 2,000 passen-
gers per hour during peak
hours, with capacity for 1000
amvals and 1,000 departures.”
officials said. One of the pro-
ject’s kev features is the larpe-
scale wse of geothermal tech-
nology for pradient floor
heating, a first-ofits-kind initia-
tive in the country. Leh current-
Iy hosts Ladakh's only opera-
tional commercial airport



_ AN
"I fAa=gas wifdsvon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK BHASKAR JAIPUR 9 OCTOBER 2026

Whdl » Bals 3= W BHel

frene & fae 3
10 31CT¢ER A &

W = | 2 faeedl/frare

e 3E o (e 9 3 T W
o fedifet & o 4 3 A A A A
T THh A5 UL EEa UEehE, BE
#ea 3R s wR 3 fEE #1329
10 S o6 1€ L 41 & 5T 9 33
o 37EzeR F felfera &1 &1 TEar i o
uaT e i yandz 243 32F e ol
K 3R A1 H © 4 TR S TR
= 9t shif=-feae gdis23 & RaE-#is
#1524 IEH W F & TN, UG
TOEE 4 T%6 3FE H ® ® Tad
RTRERT 1 ek 1o 3T T & R
1O =0 5 At 25 i



Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD BANGLORE 10 OCTOBER 2026

Al Express to
add five routes
from Bengaluru

BENGALURL, DHNS: Air In-
dia Express will introduce
five routes from Bengaluru
as partof its winter schedule
from October 25, expand-
Ng connect todomestic
and international destina-
o,

The airline will launch
daily flights from Bengalu-
ru 0 Kathmandu, making
the Nepalese capital a new
international destination
Trom the city, The service will
pperate seven times a week.

On the domestic ront,
the airline is set to intro-
duce daily flights to Goa's
Manohar International Air-
port in Mopa, Jodhpur and
Madurai. Flights between
Bengaluru and Coimbatore
will operate twice daily, with
14 services aweek.

The additions form part
of the airline's largest-ever
winter schedule, which wall
be rofled out in phases from
October 25. The network
will cover 65 stations and
220 routes, with more than
40 new routes being intro-
duced across domestic and
international markets, the
airfine said in astatement,




_ AN

W fAa=gas uifSewo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA,
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN

DELHI

11 OCTOBER 2026

IS U1 U3TE 2428 W fedt of il df TR

i o B « ST

7 foell- i & forel o W
Wﬁ"mﬂ"mﬂﬂq:ﬂ
428 ¥R W IEAEE
TR T == = w5 o w1
ﬁmﬁﬂmmmx
sl Wy deg ol

et i difarsiEd =
TR R A AT SR W
F foom =9 o = 3R
399 ¥ER T =90 TE
(= ¥ dwmmw st
e 3 3% Onit o =8
o sFrhe TR HE AW S

+ O & R 4 g @1
AT T WA
Sy A v R

« TEREAI & & &
o (AR @ 9Rd 9
ol Fg b AR

fooe =1 Mt & a ot

o B e 0 e T

e 8t 3o = =
AR 3§ FERT 9| ®

-3 W AT = TTE J

T W wg & e g

¥ s W FuE T

oHEE A ) g S T
W Ftam YoE 3 e
TR T R R e
FE e T A ETe
e i | e 1~ e
T = T A F S
oo % ¥ g w=EEE W
535 ol 7 divd =R oW
it w0 e I IR 0
tmawntFEm g
dica Tl W =EN )
wIAEA ¥ died gien B
fia-3 m% a

fivio & @ 9N &4
e ¥ 3 F 9% SEan
¥ o =it & oo O
TH SIS W O == O
WEE o= e
ﬁ'@]aﬁ .v-.H;.:é Iﬁiﬁﬁ?
= it w7 HE w0 A
W o e BT W
g T 9 = T Y, T
70 @ g ww frm 9
sl § = v =w e o



AN

R fAa=aa= uifSswo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDLA,
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN

mwm%mmw%m
¥ OEren T ) = Ty o, e
AT e fo TR 9 S W
w21 3 = o
rem & 9 = =9 T 5 S e A
T = A W AR g S AR W
#t wom @ 5 By wwrs | s
T TETEE WA | e e |
I s W TRiR ) TR 3
SR w5 e o) s o
BmF o 3o abEl = 9= = S
9 .. Aoem TR # e e
uF ot 3 womn w e w2 i
AT wEm o T maeds O
ew o WA ¢ 9% 9ew W I

DELHI

wsiedt & midswrer
ol 0FS 585 &
foeTeT & 3msem
ol 561 © e
B W T A
e el we TICA 01N &

THGET = T 2 TE o= & aEE
mgmmﬁqwﬁxﬁgm
| =ife B o | e O W A
it 7t orm | = @ ¥ =
mﬁmﬁw?mﬁaammm
¥ ¥ = T THTE S9SN I 99
o A B gitem W e e |
et et
F owwies Fam e d @, @
= & swpfim &) el v 75 39 2wl o
W, T & T
TF I T W FEE S WO 4w
fF =E 9 W 9, e H9W 9iiE
wi W S iy e ¥ rm
e W T v | i
e T 7 ol g TR W e
TGE-ferEE 1 T TR | = a9 A ORE
o1 T R BE S SR W, e O

11 OCTOBER 2026

FTE S O W TS A A T T
W WS dm F EEE TR W
THEREE O IO SR WA e
T TF LEg T 4 HEN W
"N WER o 99 W 5w 3 5@
Eoal b Ress ko 8 dh- ks
T A e = faaw F) O e B
9 R W e W W I e
U TER 5§ WER w0 W
T 59 ATH TR o S T W
THEm AT T s ar e
T F =R w1, ¥ T6 e o9 o
witrew TR W faew = |
=24 F IS B =4 = T I
#1 =5 FwaE Oned, FeE s
e, 9 o aETEEE ¥ e
TE-T F T ofta v T e e
T ¥ TE-UEE W AW WS e
T 99 T | T S e S
¥ =R 5 % T=5% S g9
F fw o TEEvEA W W R 9
TETEET ¥ e wEew ¥ ey e
o s wiw % e o To
w w1 e 2 ¥ oem B, Wi
5 5 O TE)

responssiljagran. com



_ AN
HIEag faA=gw= wifeewo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN

DELHI

1S ar$ 3158 W f6e gl

Gigd, U: §3d A
AR & U6 9R 6 agel
e TR wHe SsH %
9 T, g %% @ 9Ed
ERbECC T o
= Gl FA4E T 3R 38
TaeH Feiad = 5 ™
e F S 3 T w5
e B W W E
S T <0 F FE
e 999 § 309 woia o
e ¥ faos FHaE =
R R = @ 2
mmﬁmﬁﬁm
W oA g ¥ v S
A a9l ede i+
s 99 AR == W@
21 9 % 5l 8 o9 S5
TR @ o9 A g 4

290l 1 ®% U, 2018 35S
@] Wicll BT T, 3SH
freifaw ,zfaai & Raems
Ha<! & 9% < Tdd & ¢U

SgHT W S SO 3T T 2
EE1C S i I © 0
TR & IR, TR
2ak 3182 W fser 24 W9Ef 4
225 33 T &

BR W 3R nr sEw
T ¥ fae of 35F w© ow
U&d 3R T dgeid I &+
fea TFEi A R -
didl I2HET W URERE 1E
T = A e 9 T U
e T=EEE H 38H 14
% 32H 15 IR TR ©

&l

11 OCTOBER 2026



AN

m
RO fAa=aas wiiYssor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN

KANPUR

17 TR BIc W 3dafic # B
o SfsTl &1 faw, et arfoRre

AFRU HAGGMT, A€
92l | 104 AGRT H TR
TEE A1 T8 3T & faam
gEAR &l He 17 TR WiT
H FOE W g § oy
T 7| e HEE % 6 5
aeagfte 9 foam & e &
Jeier e (A afard
B T ol faRE wH 412
T W gEd 3, afhd
eT & d1e TEee 3 [T H
Ao | $Heh e faHA
H dobld UR8sE W
T SR IHE A FH A
f & o | TR &
ﬁmmqwaﬂﬁm

@ 104 TIHAT B oo JUaR
UM TGS gl 91 fauH

o @D ¢ A ST ®f
witt s o

YR AL Y2 § TGS
% faw @ g3 o1 I=sE
& SN HEA S Tl
%1 TN YRR % STIEN, 39
e fooell =wed % WYy
ﬁamaﬁaﬁifﬁmrfa%
anvuqihcziﬂ AT T 98T
forT % oRa-S U9 % a5
Teheh] 21H 3 39! 59 @i
uifieR St | ST # geEE
Tgd- # Ufte gg| et A

s fdd e 3gEEd
TEMeIeE  (SeE) &l
dig <1 3R & famm ed-925

aifaied FisT @ w5 fr B
ETeifes AU & 98 fad= &l
A Ta H ol o s

10 OCTOBER 2026



AN

Hag faam=aas ufdeyor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN KANPUR 10 OCTOBER 2026

U3R 501, W S50 e 3R ORI N A deRl We SN, WE g

A foeed!, U - U3 Sfean, waR URAeH AR IR U3 Y8 MR @1 U3 30841 & 39K, Wl 39MI
U W AR B R WRUE S | TR e iR A & R W 1 el

o @1 ded AT & dtg T PRIFIEEIARGIZTH 400 T0 T 1,200 T T A7 |
[ qeT ] 0T &1 3 | 7E & foru et et 9 101 08 0-500 fepeiriie? @1 33M & foru
7t g O Al IR TR RCA DL 400 T, 501-1,000 Ferdiex
W 3N FTRER IIA B cPe AT I5HI P o7 T2 lig @ fefq 600 U, 1,001-1,500
TN B e € | RS o g 15 3R SR TB 8 | fepeiriex & for 850 303 3R
@] 3 o WA eM B30T A GIRETEHAI A 39 R 3l 1,507 fbeniieR 71 3w e g
SR P PR A g d Wl IS 3 i e @ o 1,200 U FETS T |




AN

D & 1 5 .
WA A9 sy
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK NAVJYOTI JAIPUR 9 OCTOBER 2026

T H WA FTE 3 UEgE #e, qrE W

AT | AL A 3 ] WEE Hele w9 60 T A
ﬁlumm#ﬁmﬂ'ﬂm]ﬂqmwﬂﬁm *| T
=1 ot 3w A TErn ) TS it sET d ey 7.55 99
ZAE T A T AT 10.45 A 79 & Fiqu 7a %3 36 WHE
rm‘!“'f':ezl %éa‘qg#aj'ﬁ-' |.407rﬂﬁ:-7rhaﬂm?ﬂ1r¢r:dmﬂ
2.40 =5 fewelt 3 fom vamn A



AN

A fAaEaas wifteson

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

ECONOMIC TIMES

DELHI

ADVANCE BOOKING PRICE ADVANTAGE FADING

No Worm for Early
Birds on Domestic
Air Ticket Counter

Fewer flights, less
competition fuelling
shiftin pricing

Tarun Shukla

New Delhi: For years, airlines ty-
pically followed a simple proposi-
tion: reward passengers with che-
aper fares if they booked early
andchargeapremiumtothosebo-
oking at the last minute. That ad-
vantage may be vanishing, with
domestic carriers keeping fares
high months ahead.

Take the prime Delhi-Mumbai
route, for example. Passengers
trving to book a flight for the next
day are getting an economy one-
way fare of 26,200 from Akasa Air,
%6,500 from IndiGo and %6,900
from Air India.

The same fares apply to boo-
kings for February 2027 — flights
that just a few months earlier wo-
uld have been easily available for
around ¥3,800.

Simply put, airlines are chang-
ing the rules of pricing in a mar-
ket dominated by IndiGo and Air
India group—who account for
70% and 25%, respectively—lea-
ving Akasa and SpiceJet with
much smaller shares. With fewer
flights and less competition, the
early-bird fare may be disappea-
ringfromIndia’sdomesticroutes.

REDUCED CAPACITY

“It’s only a domestic market
trend,” said Manoj Samuel, CEO
of Mumbai-based Riya Travel
and Tours India, which handlesa
largeamountof corporatetravel,
including for blue-chip technolo-
gy firms, referring to the chang-
ed revenue management practi-
ce. “You can still get return tick-
ets to Bangkok for ¥26,000.”

So why this new pricing strate-
gy? According to Samuel, the ear-
ly-bird advantage has gone part-
ly because the capacity has redu-
ced. “IndiGo has cut capacity
(number of flights)and Air India
isnotscalingup,” he said.

Everyone Pays
the Same

ONE-WAY ECONOMY AIRLINE
FARES FOR DELHI-MUMBAI
Bookings made for | For Feb
next day | 2027
6,200 [36,200
76,500 |%6,500
76,900 [%6,900

Akasa Air
IndiGo
Air India

‘ Earlier, these tickets
% bought early could have

~ cost around 23,800

FLIGHT ADVANCE BOOKINGS
COSTLIER DUE TO

1~
Reduced | Less competition
airline in domestic
capacity @ market

—

New pricing strategy triggered
by US-Iran war uncertainty, its
impact on fuel prices

The new pricing strategy also
suggests airlines are unsure how
long the current US-Iran war
—which has pushed jet fuel pri-
cesmorethan30% higher vearon
year—will last.

They are, therefore, unwilling
to sell forward tickets at cheaper
rates. Also, with little competi-
tioninthelIndian market, thereis
no pressure on them to follow su-
it, experts said.

The collapse of Jet Airways and
Go First, along with merger of
Vistara and AirAsia India into
Air India group, over the last se-
ven years has led to even fewer
choices for passengers.

No Change Anytime Soon b»7

11 OCTOBER 2026

No Change
Anytime Soon

»»FromPage 1

Dhala showsmuch higher revenue forair-
Tines Mrom Nving the same numbers of
scat capacity on domestic routes in re-
cent times, reflecting higher aivfares.
IndiGo's reported data shows its rove
nue per available seat kilometre (RASK)
hasrisen over50% since Jet Alrwayscol-
Lapsedd. While the airline had a RASK of
4.7 in the summer of 2018, the sume met-
ric now slands al f.66 RASK measures
e much revenue an aidine generales
for cvery available scat-kilometre flowm.

FUELWORRIES
There is little indication thart this pri-
cing power will sase anytime soon,

A former leadership executive of an
airline, whodid nal wanl Lo be named, fe-
ars 2027 could also be a vear o higher fa-
res for the travelling public. with not
enough capacity coming . e notod
that daily domestic flight capacity has
fallen from arownd 5,200 fights to aro-
il 2,800-3,000 now, following the fuel
price incresse s il airspace restrictiong,

Had there hean no war, the upraming
winler sehedule could have seen (his
number go bevond 3.400 Hights per dax:
pushingairlines toofter relarively che-
aper fares. But fuel prices could keep
that capacity from returning even if
theconflict eases.
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Attack on Flydubai Pilot:
NIA Files Case under
Anti-Hijacking Act, UAPA

The Mational Investigation
Agency hasregistered a case

under the ralevant proyvi-
slansaf the anti-Hijacking Act, 2018,
and the UAPA, 1567 to prabe mid-air
cockpit attack on Captain Smit Mach-

char aboard aflydubai flight.
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Al Express, Air
India extend
cancellation of

Riyadh flights

PRESS TRUST OF IMDLA
Mew Dwalhil, Dctober 10

AR IHDIA EXPRESS and Alr
trelia hive exeerled the mnor
1t 1o el fro
evobi

skl o Satumbay, Wikile i Dndlia
Express has cancelled the ser
wicestill Dctober Lil Ak India
has cancelled the flphts ol
Detolees 15, ke olfsclals sinl

Both airiimes on Thursday
annaunced cancelling Riyaith
flighis 0l Octolbey 10, The ol
clals salilt e akrlines ape dosely
monitonng the situstion and
amessing the development in
Lhe e Alr lndia Expres
and Air India are affermy full
refunds on cancelbtion ta
affected passenges Oneaf the
oflicials seid Al Lndla Express
isalsn providing free resched
uling for the passrnges

Adt India Expriess operal es
16 weskly [lghits 1o Kiyadh
fom four [ ndian cities — len
galury, Kechl, Kannur and
Kozlikode Al Indls opesates
sovenweoekly flights rach
From Dethiand Mumbal

m Friday Almsa Airsaid it
witscancelling Riyadh Ciglis
will October 11 Earler this

werk, Saudi Arahia's two alr
i 1 RE il caimie
under attack, reportedly by

Hoathi militants
Im recent days, there has
i i L Bucis
n the lran
thi group and
ull Arabiba, There have been
aftacks with srmed dooiies aml
mzsiles,
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India’s anti-terror agency
to probe flydubai attack

PRESS TRUST OF IMDIA
Hew Delhi, Dctober 10

ANTITERROR AGEMCY NIA
has registered a case o probe
and unearth thelarper consplr
acy behimd last month's mid -air
attack on Captain Smit
Machc bhar mside the cockpriof
an lsrael-bound fydubal fight,
ofifle lals waid on Satunday,
Itwas reported that on Sep
tember 30, 2026, the Omani
fizst officer of flydubai flight no
1073 stabbend this Indian pilot,
Captain Machchhar, mid -air*in
anapparent st tempttohijack o
cause it tocrmsh’, nrrnn:llnt; to
the First Information Report
| FIK) fded by the Mational levees
tigation Agency {NLA] on Octe
ber 2. The FIR mentions the
"Cmani first officer™ as the

BIG CONSPIRACY

® The casewas filed on
the direction of the Home
Mirstry, conudenng the
gravity ofthe offence

acoused. The NLA has invoked
Section 3 (hijacking) of the Anti
HijackingAct 201 band Section
16 rendd with Section 15{ Tia)of
thie Uiyl Acthvities | Preven-
tHion)Act, 1947, offcals waid
Machchhar sustained critd

@l injuriesafter hewas stabbed
by the Oinanleo-pilob sl dedhe
mchkpit of the firdubai fhight
hisaid iy From Daubal o Tel Avis,
The incudent occurmed in the
"Saudi alrspace while flving
near the Joman-Saodi Arabia
bardes™The casewas filed onthe
direction of the Home Ministry,
mnsidering the gravity of the
offence and the need to unearth
the larger conspiracy, the offi
cials s

*The centml povernment
has recebved informatlon that
fhydubai flight no 107 3, which
was being piloted by Indian
national r!l] ot I'n]'\-lnln St
Machchhar and an Omani firsg
e r_||.r'1'-.'|r|:r‘.'! from Darbsd on
September 30, 2026at 7.05am
with 170 passengers amnd Lix
arw mombers,” theysaid,
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AIr India questions
police protocol after

detentions aboard

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

Three Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) activists, Abhi-
jeet Dipke, Saurav Das and
Ashutosh Ranka, were de-
tained aboard Air India
flight AI 2428 after it land-
ed in Delhi on Saturday,
ahead of the party’s pro-
posed protest at Jantar
Mantar. The detention re-
portedly caught even the
airline by surprise, it is re-
liably learnt.

In what airport security
personnel described as an
unusual move, senior Del-
hi Police personnel, ac-
companied by senior Cen-
tral Industrial Security
Force (CISF) officials,
boarded the aircraft to take
the activists into custody.

The flight, which de-
parted from Mumbai at 8
a.m. and arrived in Delhi at
10.20 a.m., had its parking
bay changed on the CISF’s
instructions before land-
ing, a move that took the
airline’s security team by
surprise.

The detentions took
place shortly after the air-

craft arrived in Delhi. The
police informed the acti-
vists that permission for
their proposed protest had
been denied.

The sequence of events
has raised questions about
the protocols governing
the entry of police person-
nel into an aircraft, the cir-
cumstances under which
such access is permitted
and the coordination re-
quired between law-enfor-
cement agencies, airport
security and the airline.

Air India has written to
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security, seeking clarity on
the applicable guidelines,
the circumstances under
which police personnel
were permitted to board
the aircraft and the appa-
rent lack of advance coor-
dination with the airline.

The Aircraft (Security)
Rules, 2023, provide for
airlines to control access to
aircraft.

Security sources said
the CISF has access to air-
line passenger manifests,
but the rules governing
police entry into aircraft
remain unclear.
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NIA registers FIR to probe consplracy in Flydubai cockpit attack

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH
B New Delhi

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has registered a
First Information Report
under Section 3 of the Anti-
Hijacking Act, 2016, and
Sections 16, 18 and 20 of the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) to
investigate the mid-air attack
on Indian pilot Captain Smit
Machchhar aboard a Flydubai
flight from Dubai to Tel Aviv.

The FIR, filed on the direc-
tion of the Ministry of Home
Affairs, names the Omani first
officer as the accused. It
invokes provisions covering

hijacking, terrorist acts, con-
spiracy and membership of a
terrorist organisation.
Officials said the agency will
examine possible lone-wolf
terror motives, radicalisation
networks, the manner in
which the plot was planned,
and any wider conspiracy,
including links that could
point to an intended attack
involving India.

Flydubai Flight FZ1073
departed Dubai International
Airport at 7:05 am Gulf
Standard Time on September
30, carrying 174 passengers,
mostly Israelis, and six crew
members. Captain Machchhar,
an Indian national with more

than a decade of commercial
flying experience, was at the
controls with the Omani first
officer. Approximately two-
and-a-half hours into the

journey, near the Jordan-Saudi
Arabia border, the first officer
attacked the captain inside the
locked cockpit, inflicting deep
cuts to his head and hands.

Passengers later reported
that the assault appeared
to be an attempt to seize
control of the Boeing 737 or
deliberately crash the air-
craft. The jet plunged more
than 17,000 feet in under
two minutes, briefly sending
emergency codes including
the hijack squawk 7500.
Despite severe injuries and
while still under attack on
the cockpit floor, Captain
Machchhar managed to open
the cockpit door. Passengers
and cabin crew rushed in,
overpowered and restrained
the first officer.

Two off-duty Flydubai
pilots who were travelling as

passengers took control and
landed the aircraft safely at
Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz
Airport in Tabuk, northwest-
ern Saudi Arabia, around
10:45 am.

Saudi authorities arrested
the first officer and later
handed him over to UAE offi-
cials, who are still investigat-
ing the case. Reports name
the accused as 29-year-old
Omani national Hamam al-
Hammami, also spelt
Hammam al-Hammami.

Reports say Oman Air had
earlier removed him from
flying because of concerns
about extremist material and
radical views. Despite this,

Flydubai later hired him and
allowed him to fly the Dubai-
Tel Aviv route. UAE officials
have called the incident a ter-
rorist act. Israeli authorities
say there are signs of Islamist
radical indoctrination and
suicidal intent, and that the
restrained first officer kept
asking to be killed.

Captain Machchhar is in
Dubai with serious injuries,
but he is stable and recover-
ing. During a video call with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, he described lying
injured as the plane descend-
ed and making one last effort
to open the door.

CONTINUED ON >» P4

NIA registers FIR to
probe conspiracy...

He said he was fighting for his life but would not
let others die. Both Modi and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu praised his actions
for preventing a disaster.

The NIA can investigate this case under the
National Investigation Agency Act because the
victim is an Indian citizen and the offences are
listed in the Act, even though the incident hap-
pened outside India.

“Investigators plan to request the cockpit voice
recorder, flight data recorder, and the suspect’s
electronic devices with help from Saudi Arabia
and the UAE. They will also review the first
officer’s background, digital activity, work
history, and any links to radicalisation to deter-
mine whether the attack was planned and part
of a larger network”, sources familiar with the
probe said.
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NIA files FIR to probe
ﬂydubal incident

@tlmﬁ-nﬁ ndla.mm

New Delhi: National Investi-
gation Agency has filed an
FIR under the Anti-Hijacking
Actand UAPA toprobethefal-
ledhijackingof aflydubaiair-
craft. On Sept 30, the flight's
Omani co-pilot, Hamam al-
Hammami, had stabbed In-
dian captain Smit Machch-
har inside the cockpit.

The move follows a cen-
tral govt directive to probe
the possible implications of
theattack, thwart future bids
and detect any cells active in
connection with the incldent.

“The gravity of the offen-
ce, its gprave national and in-
ternational ramifications
and the need to unearth the
larger conspiracy require a
thorough probe by the NIA,™
the agency said in the FIR,
describing the incidentasan

apparent attempt to hijack
or crash flydubai Flight 1073.
The move comes amid al-
Qaida in Indian Subconti-
nent (AQIS) endorsing the in-
cident in the latest issue of its
magazine Nawa-eGazwa-e-
Hind. AQIS framed the co-pl-
lot’s actions as a response to
Hamas commander Muham-
mad Deif"s call to reclaim Al-
Agsa Mosgue and linked
them to Bin Laden's rhetoric.
Lastweek, al-Bayan, anot-
her publication linked to the
terror outfit, called for a “ten
times pgreater attack than
911" and theend of the *“Ame-
rican empire”. Neither publi-
cation, however, claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack.
AQIS said the attempt
had created psychological
fear and economic strain
for the United States, Israel
and their allies despite fal-
ling shortof its primary goal.

11 OCTOBER 2026
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As Air India losses soar, Gulf carriers offer lessons in navigating turbulence

SWAMINATHAN S ANKLESARIA AIYAR

Irecently few Air India, and it was
apleasure. The cabins were roomy
and the service excellent. Airline
food is usually terrible, but this

- time the lamb chops were delicious.
Tata has transformed the airline.

But Air India’s financial performance is horrify-
ing. In 2025-26, the Air India group, including Air
India Express, lost Rs 22,238 crore on 4 total income
of Rs 71,870 crore. Losses were equivalent to 31% of
revenue. An improvement in service has been ac-
companied by astronomical losses.

We have seen this paradox before. Vijay Mallya's
Kingfisher Airlines won plandits for luxury and ser-
wice, yet accumulated losses until it collapsed in 2012
The Tatas have vastly deeper pockets, better man-
agement, and greater staying power. But the caution-
ary lesson remains.

Compare Air India with three Gulf carriers, all
lauded for excellent cabins and service, and all govt-
owned. Emirates made a net profit of $5.4 billion in
2025-26, Qatar Airways Group $1.9 billion, and Etihad
#6098 million in calendar 2025. Emirates achieved a
15% net profit margin. Clearly, excellent service and
profitability are not incompatible. Nor does govi
ownership necessarily mean incompetence.

Air India can blame geopolitics for some losses.
Pakistan closed its airspace to Indian airlines in
April 2025, forcing costly detours on flights to Europe
and North America. Air India estimated the annual
damage at Rs4,000-5,000 crore, including extra fuel,
crew costs, aircraft utilisation and lost commercial
opportunities. That 15 serious money, but less than
one-quarter of the group’s losses,

The Gulf war, beginning in Feb 2026, created fur-
ther problems. Aviation fuel prices almost doubled
within weeks, while restrictions and dangers in West
Asian airspace forced additional diversions. The full
impact will be fielt in 2086-27. But povt measures are
cushioning domestic fuel costs.

Foreign exchange losses jumped from Rs 1,545
crore to Rs 7,388 crore in FY26, partly because of a
sharp rupee depreciation. The rupee may hold its
value this vear, so predictions of higher losses
would be premature. Some of these are technical,
non-cash losses,

Ajr India has one enormous advantage over the
Gulf airlines: access to a gigantic domestic market
that is prowing fast. The Gulf airlines have tiny home
markets and depend overwhelmingly on internation-
al traffic. But so far, Air India has not integrated its
domestic and international networks to reap econo-
mies of scale and fuller capacity utilisation.

Both Air India and Air India Express (its no-frills
subsidiary) are bleeding. The full-service airline Iost
Rs 15,368 crore in FY26, while its low-cost subsidiary
lost Rs 6,767 crore. Both airlines operate domestic
and international services.

IndiGo, which commands two-thirds of India’s
domestic market, reported a loss of Rs2,30 crore in
FY26, larpely reflecting foreign-exchanpe and excep
tional charges. Excluding these, it earned a decent

adjusted profit of Rs 7,508 crore, though it faced the
same Indian taxes, airport charges, reculations and
domestic fuel costs as Air India.

IndiGo is a no-frills airline that operates a rela-
tively standardised feet and emphasises quick air-
craft turnaround. Air India has a different aim —to
become even better than the Gulf airlines, and to be
on a par with Singapore Airlines, which owns 25.1%
of AirIndia. Si Airlines" reputation for qual-
ity is such that it can charge the highest prices and
yet fly full. Air India must be given time, at least a
decade, to reach its goal. But it has got off toa terrible
fAnancial start.

The success of Gulf carriers rests not merely on
luxurious seats. They have mastered several disci-
plines, operating efficient hubs that connect passen-
pers seamlessly, maintaining strong international
networks and maximising aircraft utilisation. Despite
rising jet fuel prices and cancellations due toairspace
closures, they have managed to ride out the turmoil.

Geopolitical problems are unlikely to end anytime
soon. Pakistan is unlikely to lift the embargo on its

airspace, and troubles in the Gulf may disrupt traf-
fic for a long time. One strategic answer could be to
shift the main hubof Air India from Delhi to Mum-
bai. The route from Europe to Mumbai is less affect-
ed by the Gulf war, and costly re-routing is not need-
ed. That is also true of traffic to Bengaluru, Hyder-
abad, Chennai, and Kochi. These new hubs should
be integrated seamlessly with the domestic network
to reach every city in India. The future of civil avia-
tion in India is very bright. Domestic traffic is expect-
ed to double in the next decade, while Singapore
Ajrlines and the Gulf airlines will have toraly almost
entirely on international travellers.

What else should the Tatas do? Simply, do
everything better than vour rivals. Punctuality, hag-
gage handling, aircraft availability and seamless
connections matter as much as pourmet meals.

The Tatas deserve credit for restoring pride toa
once-maribund national airline. They have invested
heavily in new aircraft and improved the corporate
culture. On some routes, fiying is a pleasure. But fi-
nancial profitability cannot wait forever. m
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