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Turbulence on land over Pune’s new airport project

Land acquisition sparks family disputes, social upheaval and an ecosystem that produces fake documents

Pune

As land acquisition for
Pune's proposed interna-
tional airport in Purandar
tehsil gathers pace, turbu-
lence is rising not in the
skies but within families.

For Amit Zhurange, the
storm hit home when his
paternal aunt, who had vol-
untarily relinquished her
share of the family's five-
acre ancestral land two dec-
ades ago, suddenly resur-
faced — now demanding
her portion back.

Tﬂtj reason: the govern-
ment has acquired the five
acre family plot for the new
airport, promising com-
pensation at four times the
market value, along with 10
per cent developed land in
the proposed Aero City and
other benefits.

According to the Maha-

LAHD Ilﬂ'ﬂ. An artist’s impression of the proposed
Purandar airport

rashtra Airport Develop-
ment Company, the exist-
ing Pune International
Airport at Lohegaon is over-
stretched. 5

Hence, a greenfield air-
port is being developed at
Purandar with a projected
capacity of 75 million pas-
sengers per annum. The
project, to be executed
through the public-private
partnership model, will fea-
Lure two el runways of
4,000x60 m each, with park-

img for over 100 aircraft,
Over 3,000 farmers from
seven villages have already
consented to part with
2R10acres of land.

LEGAL CHAOS
But the promise of prosper-
ity has unleashed emotional
and legal chaos on the
ground. Land that once held
families together is now
driving them apart.
Brothers who once toiled
side by side in the fields no

longer speak; cousins and
distant relatives, long out of
touch, have suddenly ap-
peared, staking claims to
land that has turmed into
gold overnight.

In many homes, the
warmth of kinship has been
replaced by court notices
and revenue-office sum-
mons,

“Before the money has
even arrived, we have
already lost our family rela-
tions,” said Zhurange.

Villager Rohan Suravase
said the social churn had
given rise not only to dis-
putes but also to bogus land
deals,

Prices have skyrockered
to around 90 lakh per acre
— nearly double the 40-50
lakh they fetched just a few
Years ago.

“There's a system in
place that fabricates docu-
ments — even Aadhaar and

PAN cards — to claim own-
ership,” he alleged.

Despite  the tensions,
some see opportunity amid
the turmoil. Rohan Ursal, a
young entrepreneur from
the area, said that most
farmers had accepted the
airport as a symbol of pro-
gress. “The real impact will
depend on how the com-
pensation money is used,”
he said.

This social divide is
already starkly visible in the
city's glittering IT parks,
where the grandchildren of
those who once owned the
land now guard its glass
towers and sweep its marble
floors,

The windfall of compens-
ation has long vanished,
leaving behind a haunting
irony: the landlords of yes-
terday now stand watch
over the empire built on
their own soil.



AIRPUH I'SAUT HUHIT‘!‘ DF iNU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIEK BHASEKAR JATPUR S OCTOBER. 2025

3¢AYR & I TIRAIE Ug
a9 UdT Il FASe 3E &

SR | TRAE TR AR F G
HOA A 9B O e T 635-7465
T 21 FRE S T TS 6:55 o191 IEAY A 8,
S e T8 B & 58 T e 3R uaeEd
A A T S @ T
A1l A 39 W e Siaen 3R, BEE & 5| B
T e TREES F e e TSag ™
T, TS IR F A E & o e A R
1 FARZ 63-7251 1 47t 75 2 femr v =4, wes
F1 et F09 40 92 § 3 8 fFan -1 T =
18 § THEN T TG 3 FH &l T8 9 99
ﬁzmﬁlﬂﬁm@@jﬂﬁ%ﬁml 3
T, TAR F R A Aol R R H
el St o TET e & el | W SRS
TRZ UHSH-57 81 WRE AR T TR 9:30 7
T A 7, TR R F  EE TERE 1645
=2 A G 30 FR0T feueh R et 1015 79
T = &) Tt F ol & 2o =1 vtz A
AT e W 61 59 TR ST & SeEEEE S
el WS T 63-7276 AR W 9T 6:55 Fi
T T 8:35 Tl IFHEEIE T & Tl



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNTE BHASEKAR JATPUR 5 DUTOBER. B025

IWRA=24 Bt gern A 30Ra-25 # 27 &R arsh on

WERUIC: 3PRd A 5.8% ABMAR
H @1, KGR 13d UrIeH |’

TG | YA TR AR T AR B w6 2 A
=2 3 HIe & YEAT Ui 118 &1 & 7 fh 20 =
IR TR | SRl 27 SR 95 9 I € 99 O e |
Hiter = & = (10 WeeR) TR uE ¥ i i
feers & 291 F wal e vl £ g § wfie sag
waR fEe W 21 30 9 F e H S T S
ERECE e

wd, fhaa @5l A wese A awe
3 A 30RA . qoaguanh

® 22.92 smanfi2oza
® 20.60 e 10 w2025 | €

—@

ﬁw | 3 T A R
_— A ' 5.20 mra e 8
IPRA

T % = A L 9l
« THAUT: T 129 & =
| T2 veRe Hae )
4.63 amani 2024 e 6 T
® 4.36 amani 6w a20253 = F B
arsihiR A ST A o, Tiar TR At

« AT 3 ToreTet § ehEs, e Wi Sag § 9w
« ol 59.24 T A F o 2w | e
« &% H 45.21 TG, A H 35.13 G A6 A T F
-%ﬁ:mwzmo I, T W 18.91 7 T6 B
« FITFRIl § 15.96 T, SEHEME 5 10.59 5 960 i
« Filfe WAIE H 9.59 #E, 019 9.01 #RE A TR Fil
« TERK  7.32 A, FEAS 9 4.69 7@, 61 T 4.61 G
A o R )




oy fau=m _ 2
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIEK BHASEKAE JATPUE S QCTOBER: 2025

m

paal

L il —=
AT DI 3OR, TG fdsicll a0, 2dadeon
| IR T 1 ST GO RN s argel e T 81 W 8 e e sl B
TS| 1160 FaoR | el 20 U0 & Tec! =01 51 1 90 8 991 81 350 20 1 F40% -
¥, 9 U e 3R U TE a4 21 2R G 2 FE AR A S S| 3 TR 2
<FrerfEt 3 7 S e [i: fefSiee TR 7, e 2fe SARE e % TR o B
7 ot FfteE, o amn & Sty onit wiran Fi=ees @ T € UenE 3 o e
et Ffein foeen, Fi-a TR TR #1 90 T 47 BmEre 9 A St o)




AIF?PUF*! 'S AUT HUH"# 'f ) IJF iNUiﬂ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

DESHEANDHU DELHT 11 QCTOBEE 2025

ISR eht HiTT bl

UEd HiHE b TR
W, 10 e (IE) ) e A fee
TITHE & WYY W & gin Afgren § yafan 9 T
wurfEA Tl A e = fae uE Al de F e
TR § TR A £ % B Ow e TEE e 98
T 4 GEERR F A T GO N R 9w
wqmﬁﬁmmmwm:ﬁqﬁgﬂm#m
A FE WEEET 3 FE § e
fEmdE A sEmvEa
THE § T A W A
T TN A o T b
97 fued um = 4 ]
e H 1o A F A
Eﬁmmﬁﬁwmwmﬁmﬁmm
T W 9" A T TR AR F B § 9 3 Ty
Temn a1 o T g o A W e I A
o =4 915 | FEE 957 & g9 § (g 5 T B o
T %2 =0 A F 9w S AR A= e s
W TER FE 1 AW & F A % emE § 9% W A
F% T 23 % To0 FEmn T O UEdE O W R W
T F I g6 % I FiwwE 99 WOWE w1 A e
e e e e TR e o e 1 e e ol
Al 1 AT W S oA I TR ) TEEE R e A
wrarT) 3 farermeis 4riie 9iet % qa 8 T A S w9 w
T e B, Te v B 3 A0 fm s W
Fi A1 A9 HI9HL TEE F ER AW | 3O 6E W § 1,

@, T FOm, Sds v, S e HeE




AIF?PUH ISAUT HUF"IT!‘ UF INUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DESHEANDHU DELHI 11, BETOBER,. 2025

H#ia fudene vaae
I Sice BN B0

Frdfeorg | Faes & Mdog fem
ot Heht wrd srmE (paeaE) &
ofee FeteEaor e S | g8 w -
2 &t w-3 # a=ften Feen @
WH Serble & SER Wi
Frameruse uftrseor &t 3t & e
eue TEhne & 56 S raede
& Feftaseor @ teeren fasen oren &)
T4 we-2 A w3 H aeee @
foroter forem orem 1 e &t =l
Bt as s az e & 72
ez (adh) aoft F s=igpa fed o
i ufesn uress & & aE B
Firéfrarors foren womas &5 3w 3
ek T amases gt e
a1 s ferem oren & | @wen o w@
Fedtasew ardard off @9 & ueETE
o vaede | 72 Hee ReEt @
Hetera g & S |



AIRPUH I'SAUT HUF’ITY I'JF iNL‘iA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN CHRONICLE HYDERABAD 10 OCTOBER 2025

Navi Mumbai starts trend
of cities with two airports

he inauguration of the Navi Mumbai International Airport marks a

historic moment not just for Maharashtra but for the entire Indian

civil aviation sector. For decades, Mumbai — the nation’s financial

capital — has depended only on the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA), which has been serving the needs of
Mumbai for a long time beyond its intended capacity.

The opening of a second major airport for the city symbolises far more
than an infrastructural upgrade; it represents the beginning of a new phase
in India's growth story, where mega cities will be served by multiple air-
ports in sync with the city’s economic size and the country’s stature. The
Navi Mumbai International Airport is the first such example.

The new airport is the logical response to Mumbai’s ever-rising air traffic.
With passenger numbers at CSMIA surging past 50 million annually, expan-
sion was not a luxury but a necessity. It will not only decongest the existing
airport but will also serve as a catalyst for regional growth, creating a new
economic corridor across Navi Mumbai, Raigad and the Konkan belt.

While the Navi Mumbai airport became a reality after an inordinate delay
of 27 years, the timing of these developments could not be more appropriate.
India is on the cusp of becoming the world's third largest economy, with a
burgeoning middle class and a rapidly expanding pool of affluent travellers.
Air travel, once considered aspirational, has become almost routine for mil-
lions of Indians. Domestic passenger volumes have rebounded sharply, and
low-cost carriers dominate the skies, offering connectivity to every corner of
the country.

The strategy of multiple airports fits into a broader national trend. India's
aviation sector is now among the fastest-growing in the world, keeping pace
with the economy that is growing fastest in the world. The upcoming Noida
International Airport near Delhi will soon join Navi Mumbai in redefining
how Indian metros handle growing air traffic. These projects signal a strate-
gic shift — from single-airport cities to multi-airport urban regions — align-
ing India with global standards seen in metropolises like London, New York
and Tokvo.

The Mumbai Metropolitan Region’s GDP, estimated at well over $400 bil-
lion, is larger than the entire economy of Pakistan. Several other Indian
cities — such as Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluwru, Hyderabad — also
boast economic outputs that rival or exceed those of several nations. As
these cities grow further, it will deepen their trade links with other coun-
tries, translating into greater need for hassle-free and safe air connectivity.
This urban-economic might justify the need for multiple airports, dedicated
freight corridors, and world-class logistics hubs to support trade, invest-
ment, and mobility.

Apart from the number of airports, the future of aviation will also depend
on how well the government sustains this momentum. [t is, therefore,
important for the governments to focus on ensuring seamless connectivity
to airports through robust and high quality public transport. The success of
the Navi Mumbai and Noida airports will also rest on how well they com-
plement their existing counterparts, rather than competing with them.
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Maximum City
gets new airport

T["IE inauguration by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of Phase 1 of the Navi Mumbai International Airport, a
greenfield project which has been decades in the making,
is expected to significantly boost aviation capacity and
ease the heavy rraffic burden on the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport in Mumbai, with which it
will operate in tandent. Built at a cost of Rs 18650 crore,
the NMIA is spread over an area of L160 hectares and is
slated to commence operations in December 2025, In
Phase |, there will be a single integrated terminal for do-
mestic and international operations, but the plan is to
eventually have four terminals. The airport has two run-
ways and is expected to initially serve 20 million passen-
gers annually. The lotus-shaped atrport has been created
by the British architectural firm Zaha Hadid, which also
designed the Bejjing International Afrport. It has several
state-of-the-art features and is environmentally sustain-
able, using solar power, electric bus service, and even a
water taxi service. Built on a public-private partnership
medel by the Adani group, the NMIA will position Mum-
bai as a global city, with multiple airports like London,
Tokyo and New York. This is the eighth airport to be op-
erated by the Adani group, which is betting big on India’s
rising aviation sector. PM Modi described the NMIA pro-
ject as areflection of 'Viksit Bharat' and said the aim is to
imake India a global avtation hub.

For commuters from neighbouring districts like Vashi,
Thane, Alibaug and Lonavala, it will take much less time
to reach the NMIA than it takes to travel to the current
airport. The new airport will be accessible through the
Mumbai Trans Harbour Link, the Sion-Panvel Highway,
and the newly opened Ulwe Coastal Road. A Metro line
also connects to the NMIA, The naming of the airport has
Already run into a controversy with the locals adamant
on it heing named after the late DB Patl, who cham-
pioned the rights of landowners during the acquisition
of land for Nuvi Mumbai’s development, sueh as the air-
port, metro, Industrial corridor, ete. While three chief
minlsters, Uddhav Thackeray, Eknath Shinde and Dev-
endra Fadnavis, have assured that the airport would be
named after Patil, there has been no written order to this
effect, fuelling distrust among the locals. The NMIA is
seen us part of an infra push in a bid 1o make Mumbai a
world-class city, but is the common man being ignored
in the process? Transportation is still a nightmare for the
average Mumbaikar, with the suburban train service
overcrowded and often dangerous. The steady decline of
BEST bus services, which serve over 3 million passengers,
also points to the negleet of ordinary citizens in the Mazxi-
e City, where the rich-poor divide is only increasing.
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0 Hinhnstan Time:

DEFENCE FIRM TO
EXPAND PLANT
NEAR NOIDA WITH
T101-CRORE DEAL

Vinod Rajput

.-.|1.\.|.|;1|.;;|p;|.r I...r|l:|:r-r.'.n|

GREATER MOIDA: The Yarmunn
Expressway Indusirial Devwlop-
ment Authority (Yeida) on Fri-
day armounced that ste-ownied
Parag Duiry will 321 up a new
plant on 10 acres in Sector 32 of
Yamuma Cigy, near the Roida
International Alrport, after the
Mitar Prodesh govermment
approved the praject

The decision paves the way
for defence swrtop Haphe
mPhibr Pyl Lid fo cxpand its
exiering four-acre manufoctar-
img it in Neoida's Sector Bl inbo
8 15-acre fuliy.

Raphe mPhibr, a Moida-based
[irm specialising in unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVsE] and
nifvanced defence technologies,
will purchase 115 acres Irom
Parag Dairy following a Thid-
crore lnnd transfor approved by
the state cabinet. "The UP pos-
ermment s cleared the deal as
Raphe mPhibr's expansion will
crepte jobs and boost ind ustrial
growth in the region,” a Nolda
Autharity official sid

Unider the arrangement, Pamg
Dty willl use proceeds from the
s 10 eduire s K-acre plot in
Yamuna City's Sector 32 at pre-
vailing industrial rates, the alll-
cer cited above said. Raphe
mPhibe will also design, build,
anel trarwsfier o new dairy plant [or
Perag, whilke covering tee cost ol
refocating cxisting machinery
[roen Noida io Uhe new il

“The Noida Authority board
approved the transfer in line
with the cabinet order, nllowing
the: land exchange withoul any
trnsfer fee” said Lokesh M,
CED af the Noida Awthority.
“ Ay future modification to thi
praject will require approval
from the staie govermment,” said
Shailendra Bhatia, alficer on
spocial dutv, Yeida,
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Chennai Customs
foils smuggling
bids at airport

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Air Intelligence Unit (AIU) officers of Chen-
nai Customs had foiled attempts to smuggle nar-
cotic drugs, gold, and foreign currency through
Chennai International Airport last week.

The coordinated interceptions led to the sei-
zure of over nine kilograms of ganja (cannabis),
594 grams of gold, and foreign currency worth
351.40 lakhs.

The officers intercepted an Indian male pas-
senger who had arrived from Bangkok in the
early hours of Wednesday. On examination of
his checked-in baggage, officers recovered 12 va-
cuum-sealed black plastic packets concealed
among food and cloth items.

About 12 transparent inner packets contain-
ing green flowering/fruiting tops were found.
Further testing confirmed the substance to be
ganja. About 7.47 kg of contraband was seized,
and the passenger was arrested.

On Tuesday, another Indian man who had ar-
rived from Bangkok was intercepted. Detailed
inspection and testing led to the recovery of 1.9
kg of flowering/fruiting tops, which tested posi-
tive for ganja.

Two arrested
Further investigation led to the identification
and interception of a man waiting outside the
airport to collect the baggage. Both of them
were arrested.

The Customs seized a total of 594 grams of
gold valued at 352 lakh and foreign and Indian
currencies equivalent to ¥51.4 lakh during
checks on Monday and Sunday respectively.
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DGCA slaps
Rs 20 lakh
fine on IndiGo

NEW DELHI, Oct 9: Avi-
ation regulator DGCA has
imposed a penalty of Rs 20
lakh on IndiGo for certain al-
leged lapses in pilot training,
and the airline plans to chal-
lenge the decision.

IndiGo received the com-
munication from the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) regarding the
penalty on September 26, ac-
cording toaregulatory filing.

The Rs 20 lakh fine has
been imposed for “alleged fail-
ure to use quahified smulators
for pilot traiming at Category
C Aerodromes”, the filing sad.
Generally, Category C arports
have challengmg approach and
operational conditions.

The airline said that it is in
the process of contesting this
order before the appropriate
appellate authority. “The de-
lay in disclosure was umnten-
tional and was caused due to
adelay in internal communi-
cation of detals pertaimng to
the order,” IndiGo said.

The arline said that there
18 no maternal impact on its
financials, or operations due
to the order. — PTI
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Spicelet adds three
aircraft toits fleet
—

Mumbad: Dormestic carrier
SpiceJet on Friday said that it
has received and added three
mew aircraft, an Airbus 4340
wide-body and two Boeing
7375, to its operational feet.
Spicelet said the expansion of
its fleet will cater to the surging
demand for air travel this
holiday season, A total of 20
aircraft will be joining the
airfine’s operational flest
between October and
Movember, and will be
operated under a damp leasa
model, it noted. #n
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Air India flight

diverts to

Dubai after autopilot fails

—
Our Bureau
Mew Delhi

An Air India Boeing 787 air-
craft operating on the Vi-
enna-Delhi route diverted 1o
Dubai on Thursday due to a
failure of the autopilot and
other onboard automation
and instrument systems.
The aircraft operating as
flight Al 154 was cruising at
39,000 feet when the autopi-
lot disconnected. The pilots
tried to re-engage the autopi-
lot but were unable to do so,
Pilots alerted air traffic
control, and the plane landed

in Dubai safely. Upon its
landing, engineers carried
out necessary checks and in-
spections and released the
aireraft for onward trip 1o
Dethi. Asenior DGCA official
said the aireraft's cockpit
voice recorder and flight data
recorder will be downloaded
for investigations.

Air India said the aircraft
was diverted because of a
technical issue and all pas-
sengers were informed of the
delay, provided refresh-
ments and flown to Delhi on
Friday afternoon. The airline
also denied any electrical
failure in the aircraft.
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DGCA seeks for
financial autonomy

New Delhi, Oct. 9:
India’s aviation regulator
is pushing for financial
and staffing autonomy
similar to counterparts in
Europe, the UK and US, as
it seeks to strengthen ove-
rsight and keep pace
with the demands
of a booming air
travel sector.

The Directorate
General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA),
wants authority to
independently recruit
and seeking increased fu-
nding to support training
programs for staff, people
familier with matter said.

The demand for autono-
my underscores the regu-
lator's assessment that it
needs to muscle up and
bolster oversight of the
world's third-largest
domestic aviation market.

Any capacity constrai-
nts at DGCA also risk
raising concerns about its

ability to ensure safety - a
worry amplified after Air
India crash which trigge-
red a system-wide audit.

Currently, the regulator
operates  with limited
manpower resources and

funding that’s a frac-
tion of what its glob-
al peers receive.

As of July, the

DGCA had filled
only 553 of 1,063
technical posts and
employed 4,295 air traf-
fic controllers. In con-
trast, the US Federal avia-
tion administration (FAA)
has 46,170 employees,
including 14,000 con-
trollers.

In FY25, the DGCA has
been allocated $38 million,
compared to FAA's $23.1
billion in fiscal 2024.

India’s aviation has gro-
wn consistently over the
past decade, with passen-
gers doubling to 23.4 crore

from 11.6 cr. — Bloomberg
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Pilots’ Body Demands Grounding of
Air India 787s After Electrical Snags

Federation of Indian
Pilots flags system

failures, urges DGCA
to audit Dreamliners

Our Bureau

Mumbai: The Federation of Indi-
an Pilots (FIP) has sought the gro-
unding of Air India's Boeing 787
aircraft and a special audit of the
airline's Dreamliner fleet follo-
winga seriesof electrical malfune-
tions reported in recent months in
a letter to civil aviation minister
Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu.

The pilots’ body said recurring
electrical and automation failures
on Air India’s Boeing 787s have rai-
sed serious safety concerns.

It pointed to two recent mid-air in-
cidents and linked the rise in tech-
nical snags to the airline's shift
from Air India Engineering Servi-
ces Ltd (AIESL)toits in-house engi-
neering team.

In a letter dated October 10, the

Nh\ml

FIPsaid, “Since 16 June 2025, we ha-
ve reiterated that all B-787s in the
country must be checked thoro-
ughly for the electrical systems.”
The association cited the October
9 incident invelving flight Al-154
from Vienna to Delhi, which diver-
ted to Dubai “after major technical
issues where the autopilot system
suddenly failed triggering a series
of technical malfunctions.”
According totheletter, theaircraft
experienced failures across critical
systems — including the autopilot,
Instrument Landing System (ILS),

and flight directors — and suffered
flight control system degradation
with no autoland capability The pi-
lots, the FIP said, were “constrai-
ned tofly manually at night” and di-
verted safely to Dubai.

Earlier this month the ram air
turbine (RAT) deploved uncom-
manded onflight AI-1N7 during app-
roach to Birmingham. “Two inci-
dents of electrical malfunctions in
ashort span of time are indicators
of poor serviceability by Air In-
dia,” the letter said.

The FIP said that “the safety of air
travel is being compromised by not
investigafing the causes of failures
on B-787s in the countrv” and added
that “the incidents have been on the
rise since the time newly hired Air
India engineers have been maintai-
ning the aircraft.” It said the pro-
blems "were much less till the time
ATESL was looking after mainte-
nance of AirIndiaaireraft.”

The pilots' federation has reques-
ted the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA)to conduct a “'spe-
cial audit of all B-787s" focusing on

electrical systems, repetitive
snags, and minimum equipment
list(MEL)releases.
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Technical snag
diverts Al Vienna
flight to Dubai

TATA GROLUP
owned &Air Indiaan
Friday saidits
Delhi-beund light

from Vienna on October 9
was diverted to Dubai due
to a te |'| cal [sue

The ﬁ. landed safely

D } i'.| ndensent
nec-.:s.s.r'.. checks, itsaid in
a ataterment, wi!h-’.‘lul
sharing soecific details.
The flight, operated by the
same aircraft, departed
Dubai at 0B:45 am and
landed in Delhiat 12:1% pm.
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Pilots’ group FIP
seeks grounding
of Air India’s 787s

INTHE WAKE oftwo
incidents irvahing Ar inda's
Boang Creamiiner planesin
one weelk, the Federation af
Indian Filots (FF) on Friday
urged the civil aviation
mivistry to ground the
airline's entire feet of
Dreamliners, chack their
electrical systems and also
ordara DGCA spacial audit
of Air India..
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Maidu asks airlines
to keep festive
fares reasonable

CIVILAVIATION Minister K
Rammaohan Maidu on Friday
held a review meeting with
officials ofairlines to asess
their operatona snd
technical performance, and
asked them to keep aiffares
at reasanahle levels durng
the festive season.
Representatives af&ir Indha,
Ajr india Express, InciGo,
Akasa Ak, Alliance Air, Fly#l
FlyBig and IndiaCine Ar,
among others, participated
inthe meating. They
presented their
performance metrics,
including action taken
feports oh securty inedents
and passenger grievances,
according to an offical
release.

FE BURE ALl & AGERCIES
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IndiGo and Air
India expand UK
flights

LANS

NEW DELHI

Low-cost carder IndiGo air-
lines on Thursday announced
it will increase non-stop
flights to Manchester from
November 15, while Air India
announced the addition of a
fourth daily service from
Delhi to London (Heathrow)
from October 26,

Both airlines made
announcements of enhancing
air connectivity bebween
India and the United
Kingdom, amid British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer's two-
day visit to India. PM Modi
and UK PM Keir Starmer had
reiterated their commitment
toimproving connectivity and
enhancing cooperation in the
aviation sector.
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China hails restart of
direct flights to India

PTI
BELING
China on Thursday described
the resumption of direct
flights with India after a five-
vear hiatus as a positive step,
saying it demonstrated that
both countries are “faithfully
acting” on the understandings
reached between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
President Xi Jinping to
strengthen bilateral ties.
Speaking at a media brief-
ing, the first since the Chinese
Foreign Ministry resumed its
regular schedule following
the eight-day national holi-
days, spokesperson  Guo
Jiakun said the flights would
resume by the end of October.
India had announced on
October 2 that direct flights o
China would resume from

October 26.

“This Is the latest move that
demonstrates how the two
sides faithfully act on the
important common under-
standings reached between
President Xi Jinping and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modl in Tianjin on August 317
Guo sz2id in response to a
question.

It’s also an sctive move that
facilitates  the  friendly
exchanges of over 2.8 billion
Chinese and Indian people, he
said.

Modi and Xi had met on the
sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation  Organisation
(SCO summit n Tianjin and
welcomed the  positive
momentum and steady prog-
ressin bilateral relations since
their last meeting at Kazan,
Russia, in October 2024,



AIRPORTS AUT HORIT‘:’ OF INUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHT L1 OETOBER. 2.025

“ferrer o mit 4 =Tl afepa g3 e 3irReet

| 3R A e & afffem S w8 R sfsa & fme A 3 o
aaizmmﬁ:ﬂmﬁmﬁ#mrwaaﬁumﬁﬁmﬁaﬂmaﬁ
qreie o fepait (et 3 esruT O 3N 97 | UaR 2fEa A 9[saR &l
G ST @Y A SR & | TR A T ¥ & b uRfis o
R 3 3 T2 | AETE



nﬁq'mﬁmﬂzim&m

AIRPORTISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHT 11 QGTOBER 2025

‘Al TR A
g IeRIfemrer
LRI RS BN
1= o TEar e
Y foeeh sn e famm
TS H AN T A

T A T T A I
WETEE AW F W
faaror o == )



AIRPUR 'SAUT HOR!T"Ar EJF INU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHI 1 SETOBRRER S0dh

JIFIE o 30 o H et ferrret Sils

¥ad | 536 [ ST T - YRR o o i 38 3
U 93 1w 0 e o € 1 398 U vaeay g40 @E e
31 21 diiE 737 T i & | JurEeie A e b 39 A
o 5 gfE & Hiem & 2aTs O @ aedl 7 B T |

& Fer 10 3t 11 egEe & dia oo & am)



AIRPUH TSAUTHORI T‘f (JF lNDlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN T 1MES

DELHI

11 QCTOBEE Z025

MUMBAI: In the wake of two inci-
dents involving Air India’s Boeing
Dreamliner planes in one week,
the Federation of Indian Pilots
(FIP) on Friday urged the civil avia-
tion ministry to ground the air-
line's entire fleet of Dreamliners,
check their electrical systems and

also order a DGCA special audit of

Air India.

FIP said on October 9, Air India
flight All54 from Vienna to Delhi
diverted to Dubai due to major
technical issues and on October 4,

O Hinhustan Times

Ground AI's B787s: Pilots’ body to Centre

Ram Air Turbine (RAT) was
deployed on Alll7 whﬂc landmg at
the Birmingham airport from
Amritsar. Both flights were oper-
ated with Boeing 787 planes, also
known as Dreamliners. Inaletter
to Civil Aviation Minister K Ram-
mohan Naidu, FIP President Cap-
tain C S Randhawa said that since
June 16, the grouping has been
demanding thatall Boeing 787sin
the country must be checked thor-
oughly for the electrical systems.
While seeking a thorough

investigation into the two inci-
dents involving Alll7 and All54,
the grouping demanded that all
Dreamliners in the country should
be grounded, and their electrical
systems and other repetitive snags
be thoroughly checked. “Thereis
a need to check the MEL (Mini-
mum Equipment List) releases
and repetitive snags on the aircraft
especially B-787s,” FIP said as it
soughta special audit of Air India
by the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA).

Air India has 35 Dreamliners in
its fleet, and IndiGo operates these
planes leased from Norse Atlantic.

According to the letter, while
operating the flight All54, the
plane had major technical issues
where the autopilot system sud-
denly failed, triggering a series of
technical malfunctions.

OnJune 12, Air India’s Dream-
liner operating the flight AIl71 to
London Gatwick crashed soon
after take off from Ahmedabad,
killing 260 people. PTI
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Passengers canfile high
air fare complaints now

Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan
MNaidu on Friday directed airlines
to maintaln air fares at
reasonable prices during festival
season. Passengers can register
complaints on high airfares on
AirSewa, the grievance redressal
portal of the Aviation Minkstry, He
also direc ted the Tariff Monitoring
Unit of DGCA to keep strict vigil.
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DGCA
fines
IndiGo

B NEW DELHE: Aviation regu-
lator DGCA has fined In-
o 20 lakh for alleged
lapses in pilot training
relatd 0 simulator use
at Category C airports
The airline said it would
challengs the order bofbre
the appellate authority.
The fine, imposed on
Septembar 26, pertains to
the “fallure to use gual-
Hiedd simmlators for pllot
training”, the filing said.
The alrline maintained
the dalay in disclosurae
was wntentional.rm
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Ground Boeing 787s,
demands pilots’ body

Vienna-Del Flight Snag Triggers Call

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: An Air India
Boeing 787 (VT-ANC) operat-
ing from Vienna to Delhi was
diverted to Dubai Thursday
night after a technical snag,
before resuming its journey
once its autopilot system was
reset. Air India maintained
that there was no safety issue
with the aircraft (AI-154),
even though this marked the
second incident involving a
Dreamliner within a week.

On Friday, the Federation
of Indian Pilots (FIP) urged
Union aviation ministry and
DGCA to “ground all B787s"
and order a “special audit”
of aircraft maintenance.

On October 4, the Ram
AjrTurbineof an Al Dream-
liner (AI-117) from Amritsar
to Birminghamhad auto-de-
ployed at 400ft just before
landing. DGCA is probing
the uncommanded RAT de-
plovment. Al reiterated that

its B787s were safe, having
undergone thorough checks
after the June 12 AI-171 Ah-
medabad crash. AAIB con-
tinues probing that tragedy.

FIP claimed the Vienna-
Delhi Aight suffered major
technical issues, with auto-
pilot failure triggering mul-
tiple malfunctions across
critical systems, including
flight control degradation
andlossof autoland capabil-

AUTOPILOT FAILURE

ity Pilots had to manually
fly the aireraft at night and
divert to Dubai. In a mail to
the government, FIP said
these incidents indicate
“poor serviceability” and
called forall B787s to bethor-
oughly checked for electri-
caland automationsystems.

Al denied any electrical
failure, saving the planeland-
ed safely, underwent checks,
and later reached New Delhi.
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Alexpands UK services,
adds Delhi-London flights

Trmvuxe News SERvice

NEW OFLIN, OCTORER §

Air Indin on  Thursday
annRineed BT or s ion
of its United Kingdom net-
wonde under the Morthern Win.
ter 225 schediile, tincreasng
its Delhi-London (Heathrow)
Irequency fom 2410 25 lghts
a week amd restoring it
Amritsarlondon  Gatwack)
service with three QRights
weekly, effective October 15
The expunson strengthens
the airlne s fookprind soms:
five Indian cities — Delhi
Murnkas Besygaluru, Ahamed-
abad and Amrisr anel
three UK destinations — Lon-
don  Hepthrow, London
Gatwick  amd Birmingham,
aerhne offbcinds suid

The announcement mme
ag hoth Prime Ministers
Marendrs Modi and Heir
Starmer realfirmed  their
mmmitment to |'|r11.u'nrr.lﬂ
Indin-ATE aviation ties
Arvording Lo aidne officials,
the additionad daily Msght
bonsts Asr India’s capaa by on

s high-demand De-Losn-
chary pote by =i by 1,200 seats
ench way, with operations tn
be handled by the aidine’s
new Alriois AR50-000und Boe-
g 7878 Dresmliner simeraft.
Abr Drwlin, already the bargest
coimier bebween ndin and the
UK curently opemies @]
Dightepsrweslonndoffsrs miee
than BLIKHY sesals oreasiy
transkating o noordy 1.7 million
smts annually. The eqpandid
schedule further consolidues
it domimees while Improving
mnnecivigy or both busmess
el s revellar.
Beades, A [refia hs mein:
stated sveral key maites that
wers temporan by alered carf-
er this yveur Bengalkmi-Lon-
don (Heathrow)  service
metiirns toa full seven Mights
weekly. Ahmedabod-London
moves ek to Gatwick with
thriee-weskly operations and
Mumbai-London  (Heathoew)
mudntams s double-caly
schedule. Dvdhi-Birmingham
regurmes thrice & weelt and
Amntsar-Bimmin gham conline
et with Thiree ights weckds
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