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Airbus’ biggest Beluga series
aircraft lands at Kolkata airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International
(NSCBI) Airport, Kolkata on
Wednesday shared that for the
first time it accommodated the
biggest Airbus Beluga series
aircraft (Beluga XL) which
arrived on Tuesday night at the
airport from Bahrain.

According to information
shared by Airports Authority
of India (AAI) Eastern Region,
the aircraft landed in Kolkata
on October 8 at 10:43 pm from
Bahrain International Airport.
The aircraft originated from
Toulouse Airbus Factory and
was transporting some equip-
ment to another unit based in
Tianjin, China.

The flight had arrived at
Kolkata for crew rest, crew
flight duty time limitations
and fuel stop as Kolkata is the
only suitable airport in East-

The aircraft landed in Kolkata on October 8 at 10:43 pm from Bahrain

International Airport

PIC/MPOST

ern India to accommodate this
type of aircraft. Crew mem-
bers comprised three pilots and
one engineer. The aircraft was
rescheduled for refuelling at
Kolkata airport on Wednes-
day evening before expected
departure time at 5:50 pm for
Tianjin Binhai International
Airport China.

The aircraft is named after
the Beluga Whale and appears
to resemble one. Earlier Kolk-
ata Airport had accommodated
Beluga's ST series aircraft but it
was the first time it accommo-
dated an XL series aircraft. The

Beluga XL (Airbus A330-743L)
is one of the large transport
aircraft designed by Airbus to
carry oversized cargo, primar-
ily aircraft components such
as wings and fuselages. It is an
upgraded version of the origi-
nal Beluga ST (A300-6005T),
offering increased capacity and
improved performance

The Beluga XL is 63.1
meters long, with a wingspan
of 60.3 meters. Its payload
capacity is approximately 51
tons and its cargo hold is large
enough to transport two A350
wings simultaneously.
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Animal Quarantine & Certification Serviceinaugurated at Cochin Airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NE T,

E'W CELHI

A pew Andmal Quarantine &
Cemifeaton Service Iﬂfﬁfﬁl
was lmunched at the Cochin
Internationa Airport (CIAL)
on Thursday, whichwill Bciliae
the import of pet dogs and
cats in line with the Centme's
commitment to enhancing the
"Ease of Living™ for pet owm-
1S,

Union Ministerof State for
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry
and Dairying George Kurian
imnmsgurated the newly estab-
lished facility in Kochi

Onthisoccasion, heinvited
suppestions fmmvandoussiake
ol ders for further improving
import and export processes

for Tvestock, Ashery products
and related activities which is
expected to boost economic
activity in the region

||1\1|El]u|rl ol thiks inlniaive
Cochin Intermational Arport
hasestabl shed several faciities
inchading a 24 -hour air-con-
ditioned pet station, a dedicated
CRrpo section. 4 veternary
doaoron all, a customs d ear-
ance center and a fucilitabon
el of E:-|: traiviel ers i |r||l|r:|
NYIngE peis.

This new service marks o
crucial advancement in sup-
porting pet trimvelers and mpro
ing overmll import and export
processes refated to animal
and fishery products in Ker-
ala,

vunng the cvent, an agree

meni was signed by Varsha
Josha, Additional Secretary
Deparment of Animmal Hus-
bandryand Dainyving with CLAL
for operating the Animal Chuar-
antine facilities,

Managmg Lerectorof ClAL

5 Suhas sald the decision will
greathy benefit rrvelers aocom
panded by pets. This parmership
aims wstreamline theprocess,
}m widing world - class services
or pet owners and travelers
makmg it esierio bnng animals

into Kerala,

I'he Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Hus handry and Dindrying
regulaes theimpon ofivestock
.||-|.|| Ivestiek |ursL|1||. ks 1||||||,'|:
the Livestock Importaton Act
of 169, amended in 200 1, with
afocus on preventing the nim-
duction ofexotic diseases intn
India.

At present, live animals,
including pets, are imponed
I||.l|:|LQ;|1 Eai |11:l||'| ey prllnh
whene ALCS stntons are looted:
Diedhd, Murmnbai, Kolleata, Chen-
nai, Bengzluru, and Hyderbad
This new facility at Cochin
Intemagonal Airportwil reduce
the cost and effort for pet
ovwmers imponing animals into
Kerals, offering them a more
ComVEnIEnE opthon.
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YEIDA plans bus
service from
Noida airport

Aditya.Dev
@timesofindia.com

Noida: The Yamuna Express-
way Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA) is plan-
ning tolaunch adedicated bus
service to connect the upcom-
ing Noida International Air-
port with nearby cities, in-
cluding Delhi, Ghaziabad,
Noida, and Greater Noida.

The service will be operat-
ed byaprivateagency and will
enhance transportation to the
airport, set to become oper-
ational by April next vear.
YEIDA officials have pro-
posed to start the service with
100 buses initially, with plans
to gradually increase the fleet
to 250 buses based on demand.
An RFP will be issued soon.

The service will not be
linked to the PM e-bus
scheme, which will provide
100 buses for urban connectiv-
ity in theregion, and will sole-
ly focus on airport connectivi-
ty, facilitating seamless travel
for passengers across Delhi-
NCR and west UP. YEIDA CEO
Arun Vir Singh said, “Our
goal is to have the bus service
operational by the time the
airportopens next April. This
will ensure convenient and ef-
ficient transport for passen-
gers travelling toand from the
airport, connecting it directly
with majorcities.”

He further said the service
would be introduced under a
viability gap funding model,
where YEIDA would coverany
operationallosses incurred by
the private operator.
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Adani airports
to use Thales’
cloud-based
platform

New Delhi: Adani Alrport
Holdings Limited (AAHL),
which operates multiple air-
ports including those at
Mumbai and Ahmedabad,
has tied up with leading tech
player, Thales, to enhance
passenger experience, Un-
der this partnership, Thales
has already deployed the
“Fly to Gate™ solution for Di-
giYatra at seven AAHL-ma-
naged airports — Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Guwahati, Jai-
pur, Lucknow, Mangaluru,
and Thiruvananthapuram
since early 2024,

Now, AAHL has awar-
ded Thales an additional
contract to deploy at all its
airports — “airport opera
tion control centre”
{APOC) — to “optimize ove-
rall airport management
and enhance passenger ex-
perience securely”,

APOC Is a cloud-based
smart digital platform that
will centrally host all neces-
sary applications to impro-
ve overall airport manage-
ment, security, and pas.
SENZeT eXperience. ™
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Navi Mumbai airport test tomorrow;
Maha CM says Sukhois will take off

B B Nayak |Tnn

Navi Mumbai: IAF aircraft
will take off from NaviMum-
bal International Airport on
Friday as part of a crucial
runway test before its expec-
ted March 2025 opening, Cid-
co chairman Sanjay Shirsat
has said. CM Eknath saidata
separate virtual address fora
MNagpur event that Sukhoi
fighter jets will take off from
theairport “inthe next two to
three days”

The trial run will be con-
ducted between 3pm and 4pm
on Friday in the presence of
Shinde and deputy CM De-
vendra Fadnavis. It had been
initially scheduled for Oct 5
but was cancelled later:

The CM will also perforrm
the bhumipujanof the propo-

A flight carries out signal testing above Navi Mumbai on Monday

sed Maharashtra Bhavan ne-  ratea full-fledged golf course

ar Vashi station and inaugu-  at Kharghar on that day, Poli-

tical observers suggested
that with the assembly elec-
tions looming and the model
code of conduct expected to
be enforced this week, thesta-
tegovtisinahurry tokick off
new projects and open comp-
leted ones.

Cidco said the airport, de-
veloped by Adani Airportsin
collaboration with the plan-
ning authority under a pub-
lic-private partnership mo-
del, is set to commence do-
mestic operations by March
25  and international
flights by June 2025. It will fe-
ature four terminals, two pa-
rallel runways and parking
space for 350 flights, catering
to 80 million passengers an-
nually once operational. “It
will help reduce the burden

on Mumbai's current air
port,” Shirsat said. The pro-
ject was pegged at Rs 16,700
crore,

The proposed Maharash-
tra Bhavan, pending for ve-
ars despite the availabilitv of
space in the commercial hub,
is pegeed at Rs 121 crore on
land measuring 8,000sqm.
Belapur MLA Manda Mhatre
had been following up with
govt to help materialise the
project, as most states have
their own Bhavans at Vashi.
Cidco has completed the
work on expansion of the ni-
ne-hole golf course in Kharg-
har to an 18-hole internatio-
nal standard facility, which
will be thrown open to the
public.

(With agency inpuis)
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New airport will cater
to 90mn flyers annually

Navi Mumbai: Navi Mumbai International Airport is set to
see Sukhoi fighters taking off as part of the runway trial inthe
presence of Ch Eknath Shinde and his deputy Devendra Fad-
navis betweem 3pm and 4pm on Friday

Cideo said the airport, developed by Adani Airports in col-
laboration with the planning authority under a public-private
partnership model, will feature four terminals, two parallel
runways and parking space for 350 flights, catering to 90 mil-
lion passengers annually once operational. “It will help reduce
the burden on Mumbai's current airport,” Cideo chairman
Sanjay Shirsat said. The project was pegged at Rs16.700 crore,

Maharashtra Bhavan, whose bhoomipujan will be perfor-
med on Friday, has been pending for vears despite the availabi-
lity of space. Belapur MLA Manda Mhatre had been following
upwith govt to help materialise the project, as most states have
their own Bhavans at Vashi. Cideo has completed the work on
expansion of the nine-hole golf course in Kharghar toan18-ho-
le international standard facility, which will be thrown open to
the public. Political observers said with the poll code expected
to be enforced this week, govt is in a horry to Kick off new pro-
jects and open completed ones. —BB Nayvak & Agencies
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Beluga XL, the biggest Airbus Beluga series aircraft, stands parked at Kolkata airport
on Wednesday. The overall length of the Beluga XL aircraft is 207 ft, its height is 62 ft
and its wing span is 197 ft and 10 inches, according to the Airbus website. - PTI
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Air India places order
for 85 Airbusjets

—
Reuters
Fariselni

Afr India iz continuing a dra-
matic turnaround by placing
4 new order for 85 Airbus
planes and could ke more
Boeing jets on top of an his
taric order for European and
US jets last vear, industry
sources said The Airbus or-
der emerged in a routine in
dustry update as the national
carrier mourned the death of
the former chairman of par
ent Tata Group, husiness and
aviation pioneer Rutan Tata

Airbus said late on Wed
nesday an unnamed cus-
tomer had placed an order
for 75 A320-family jets and
10 Eeng-haul A350s,

TOP-UP ORDER
Three sources said that Air
India was the airline behind
the order. Two of the sources
said Air India was also in
talks for a potentisl top-up
order from Boeing,

Air India did not immaedi-
ately respond to g request for

o AT 3
i raraEERERENNAT !‘_
s —— =y

e

One of the Airbus A320
aircaraft operated by Air India

comment cn the Airbus deal,
first reported by Rlonmberg
News,

Alrbus, whose routine
manthiv hulletin was puh-
lished shorthy before Tata an-
nounced the death of its
former chairman at the age
of 84, declined to comment
o any talks with customers.

Boging did mot immedi-
atchy reply to a request for
comment. Ratan Tata ook
over from the Tata conglom-
erate’s former chairman and
founder of Air India, JRD
Tata in 1991 and served as
chuirman for over 20 vears.
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AirIndiaorders
85 additional
Airbus aircraft

Airline also considering placing
order using Boeing options

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 10 October

Tata Group-run Air India (A-T) has placed an order for 85 planes
— 55 A320neo, 20 A321neo, five A350-900 and five A350-1000
planes —with European aircraft manufacturer Airbus, aviation
industry sources said on Thursday.

In its monthly orders and deliveries report published on
Wednesday, Airbus disclosed that an “undisclosed” customer
had placed an order for 85 aircraft. While the aircraft-maker
did not reveal the name of the customer, sources confirmed on
Thursday that it was Air India.

In February last year,

Air India placed the AlR |ND|A'S FIRM
world's second-largest ORDERS W"’H A|RBUS

aircraft order — 250
planes with Airbus and ®InFeb2023 & InSep2024

220 with Boeing. At the

time, the airline’s Chief A320neo - i
Commercial and 55
Transformation Officer
(CCTO), Nipun 140
Aggarwal, revealed that A321neo
the airline had secured 20
“options” to expand the

order by an additional . 20
370 planes. This brought ~ A350-900

the total 5
potential

order to 840
planes, with
470 firm orders
and 370 as
options.

The airline has
now exercised some
of its

20

A350-1000

Source: Airbus and

industry sources

El_r.u g wetl
sources noted, '
and isalso considering
placing an order using the Boeing options. The airline has exer-
cised these options to ensure a solid aircraft supply in future.
Airbus and Air India did not respond to Business Standard's
requests for statements on this matter.

In February 2023, Air India's firm order with Airbus com-
prised 70 A320neo, 140 A321neo, 20 A350-900 and 20 A350-
1000 planes. Out of these, Airbus has delivered six A350-900
planes. Sources mentioned that the deliveries of A320neos are
expected to start from 2027 onwards. Air India’s expansion of
the order is coming at a time when Airbus has been forced to
cut its annual production target due to supply chain issues.
Owing toshortage of engine and other components, Airbus had
in June reduced its 2024 delivery target from about 800 to 770
airplanes. Moreover, it had in June postponed the goal of pro-
ducing 75 narrow-body aircraft per month from 2026 to 2027.

options,
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Spicelet settles
$132-mn dispute
with leasing firm

Budget carrier SpiceJet has
amicably settled a $132-million
dispute with aircraft leasing
firm Babcock & Brown Aircraft
Management (BBAM). The dis-
pute, valued at $131.B5 million
(21,107 crore) with the lessors -
Horizon Aviation 1 Ltd, Horizon
Il Aviation 3 Ltd, and Horizon
Il Aviation 2 Ltd - has been
resolved for $22.5 million,
Spicelet said in a statement.
All these lessors are under the
management of BBAM.
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5 FLIGHTS
DIVERTED AFTER
RAINS IN GOA

Panaji, Oct. 9: Heavy rains
coupled with thunderstorms
and lightning led to the diver-
sion of five commercial flights
from the Goa International
Airport at Dabolim, a senior
official said on Wednesday.

The flight diversion took
place on Tuesday evening due
to the bad weather, the official
from the Goa airport said.

“The adverse weather condi-
tions forced the airport
authorities to redirect flights
to alternate airports in
Hyderabad and Bengaluru,™
he said.

While two flights were divert-
ed to Hvderabad, three were
rerouied to Bengaluru, the
official said.

The weather cleared by 12.10
am on Wednesday and the nor-
mal flight operations later
resumed, he said.

The diverted flights - one of
Vistara and four of IndiGo -
eventually returned to Goa,
the official added.
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Vistara’s London-Delhi flight receives
bomb threat, lands safely

TDG HETWORK

A Wistara aircraft flying
from London to Delhi re-
ceived a bomb threat on
Wednesday and the plane
landed safely at the airport
in the national capital, ac-
cording Lo suurces,

I'he sources said that a
piere of paperwith the mes-
sage about a bomb omboard
the plane was found inone
of the lavatories and the
relevant authoritics weore
immediately informed.

There were nearly 290
passengers in the aireraft,
thev added.

An airline spokesperson
saida security concern was
noled by its stall operating

The sources said that a piece of paper
with the message about a bomb onboard
the plane was found in one of the
lavatories and the relevant authorities
were immediately informed.

the flight UK 018 while it
wias conang from London
to the national capital.

In line with the proto-
col, the relevant authori-
ties were immoediately
infarmed and the aireraft
wias taken to the isolation
bay [or mandatory chechs,
after landing safely at the
Delhi airport.

“We fully cooperated
with the relevant authori-
ties in completing the nee-
ecasary security checks,”
the spokesperson said in a
staternenL

The number of people in
the flight that was operated
with a Boeing 787 aircraft
could not be immediately
ascerluined.
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THE ECONOMIC TIMES

Air India Buys 85 Airbus Jets, Eyes More Boeings

Paris | New Delhi: Air India has continued a deamatic
bid to recapture a place among top carriers by placing a
new order for B5 Airbus jets and now eves more Boeings on
top of an historic purchase of almost 50 jets from the two
planemakers, iIndustey sources sadd.

The Airbus order emerged ina routine industry update,
Airbus said late on Wednesday an unnamed customer had
placed an order for 75 Ad20-family jets and 10 long-haul
Adsls—adeal worth 6.3 billlon after tvpical disesunts, ac-
cording (o Cirium Ascend data. Airdines frequently Keep
their names under wraps (o avold revealing their leet stra-

tegies iocompetiiors.

Three industry sources said Air India was the aifine be-
hind the order, which imvolves exercising options and co-
mes barely a vear after it ordered 250 new jets from Airbus
and 220 firom Boelng to revive iis status with an all-new fle-
et Twool the sources said Air India was also in talks fora
potential bop-up order from Boeing.

Air India did not immediately respond to.a request for
commenton the Alrbus part, while Alrbus declined caom-
ment on any talks with customers. Boeing did not imme-
diately reply to a request for comment. — Reaters



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINAMNCIAT, EXPREES DELHT 11 OCTOBER 2024

Air India buys 85 Airbus jets, eyes
more Boeing planes, say sources

TiH HEPHER & ADITI SHAH
Paris/Delhi, October 10

AlR INDI& HAS continued a dra-
matic bid to recapture a place
among top carriersby placng a new
order for 85 Airbus jets and now
eyes more Boeing planes on top of
an historicpumchase of almost 500
jets from the two planemakers,
indiu stry sources said.

Airbu s said late on Wednesday an
unnamed customer had placedan
order for 75 A3 20-familyjetsand 10
long-haul A350s — a deal worth
$6.3 billion after ty pical discounts,
according to Cirium Ascend data,
Alrlines frequently keep thelr names
underwaps to avoid revealing their
fleet strategies to competitors.

Three industry sources said that
Adr India was the arline behind the
order, which involves exercising
options and comes bamely a year
after it ordered 250 new jets from
Airbus and 220 from Boeing to
revive itsstatus with anall-new flect,

Twoof the sources said Airlndia
was also in @lks fora potential top-
up order from Boeing,

FLIGHT PATH

= Ay

470 jets

Air India’s main order
already placed with
Airbus and Boeing

370

aptions and purchase
rights from Airbus and
Boeing on top of the
mainarder

MNew Airbus
order is split
into 75 A320
family jets and
10 leng-haul
A350s

$6.3
billion

likely worth of the
new deal after

typical discounts

o
6-8%
domestic traffic
growth seen in
FY¥25

Air India did not immediately
respond to a request for comment
on the Airbus part of the follow-on
negotiations, first reported by
Bloomberg News,

Boeing did not immediately
reply to a request forcomment.

Founded in 1932, Air India was
onceamong theworld'stopair mes.
Mow, the creaking state carrierisin

the midst of a mult-billlon -dollar
revampin the face of established
competition, Last year, it agreed to
roughly split the then-record order
for a total of 470jets between Air
buis and Boeing withneither plane
maker having thecapadty to swesp
the whole order.

Chief commercial and transfor-
mation officer Nipun Aggarwal,
wholed the secret London negotia-
tions, was later quoted as saying Air
India had also negotiated a total of
370 options and purchase rights
from Airbus and Boeing on top of
the main onder.

AirIndia said last yearthat it still
had opthons for 70 more Boeing jets
bt did not publish a breakdown for
Airbus The country’s largest airline,
Indio, placed its own record order
for 500 jets last year Analysts say
hoth airlinesfaceddaysfortherjets

Consultancy CAPA India said on
Thursday it was sticking closetoa
forecast of 6-8% domestic traffic
gmowthin FY25 but expressed con
cernsabout geopolitical tensions,
higher oil prices and worsening
supply disruption. ~ — REUTERS
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MAN ARRESTED
FOR HARASSING
PASSENGER ON
INDIGO FLIGHT

Divya Chandrababu

letters@hindustantimes.com

CHENNAL: A 43-year-old man
has been arrested for allegedly
molesting a woman onboard a
Delhi-Chennai flight on
Wednesday, Chennai police said
on Thursday.

According to the police, the
woman, in her complaint,
alleged that the accused, Rajesh
Sharma, was seated behind her
on the IndiGo flight and
touched her inappropriately
when she was asleep.

“The incident took place on
an IndiGo Delhi-Chennai flight.
The woman was seated next to
the window and Sharma was
behind her. The woman alleged
that Sharma touched her inap-
propriately when she was
asleep.” a police officer at the
women’s police station attached
to the airport in Meenambak-
kam said, seeking anonymity.

“After the flight landed in
Chennai at 4.30pm, the woman
approached the airline staff,
who assisted her to file a police
complaint. A case was regis-
tered under section 75 (sexual
harassment) of Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) and Sharma was
arrested later,” the officer
added.

There was no immediate
comment or statement from
IndiGo till the time of filing this
report.
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Air India places order for 85
new jets, eyes more: Report

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes.com

PARIS/DELHI: Air India has con-
tinued a dramatic bid to recap-
ture a place among top carriers
by placing a new order for 85
Airbus jets and now eyes more
Boeings on top of a historic pur-
chase of almost 500 jets from the
two planemakers, people famil-
iar with the matter said.

Airbus said late on Wednes-
day that an unnamed customer
had placed an order for 75 A320-
family jets and 10 long-haul
A350s — a deal worth $6.3 bil-
lion after typical discounts,
according to Cirium Ascend
data. Airlines frequently keep
their names under wraps to
avoid revealing their fleet strate-
gies to competitors,

Three industry people aware
of the matter said that Air India
was the airline behind the order,
which involves exercising
options and comes barely a year

AirIndia placed anew order
for 85 Airbus jets, including 10
A350s.

after it ordered 250 new jets
from Airbus and 220 from Boe-
ing to revive its status with an
all-new fleet.

Two of the people cited above
said Air India was also in talks
for a potential top-up order from
Boeing,

Airbus declined commenton
any talks with customers.

Boeing also did not immedi-
ately reply to a request for com-
ment.

Last year, Air India agreed to

roughly split the then-record
order for a total of 470 jets
between Airbus and Boeing,
with neither planemaker having
the capacity to sweep the whole
order.

Chief commercial and trans-
formation officer Nipun Aggar-
wal, who led the secret London
negotiations, was later quoted as
saying Air India had also negoti-
ated a total of 370 options and
purchase rights from Airbus and
Boeing on top of the main order.

Air India said last year that it
still had options for 70 more
Boeing jets but did not publisha
breakdown for Airbus.

Analysts say both airlines face
delays for their jets.

Consultancy CAPA India said
on Thursday it was sticking close
to a forecast of 6% to 8% domes-
tic traffic growth in the year to
March 2025, but expressed con-
cerns about geopolitical ten-
sions, higher oil prices and wor-
sening supply disruption.
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SpicelJet settles S132-mn
dispute with leasing firm

Budget carrier SpiceJet on Wednesday said it has
amicably settled a $132-million dispute with
aircraft leasing firm Babcock & Brown Aircraft
Management (BBAM). The dispute, valued at
$131.85 million (31,107 crore) with the lessors —
Horizon Aviation 1 Ltd., Horizon II Aviation 3
Ltd., and Horizon 111 Aviation 2 Ltd. — has been
resolved for $22.5 million, SpiceJet said in a
statement. All these lessors are under the
management of BBAM. e




AIRPORT SALIIHCIH#T Y OF ENLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

7 Tean #1 usR gfew, v ffea v
3 faera & 22t & d99 @ doomd
ERGEARcc el ER e i R i ol
e & w8 @) faarm 43 0 Sew
R MEa e w9 e W

86 =ity TerTofa ¥ 211 3 A
a1 T3 wfem fat F de F s
7 i at ot | sfarftat 3 =am fe o
aa oA § aa qgw w1 A e

19w e 998 3 g

UIRARH &1 T IeH 8 | WA ' A

U 91 g R g Jem &l
A A 37 e e A

syl =1 TEE F dryond o @ ¥ g
&1 Fem 0 ama F e B, 9m agw o
UITEEA HRER & faer @t wfe o #
uaR e v 3T vamvEan S W

JANSATTA DELHI 11 OCTOBER 2024
. ¥ faer o aEgaY w1 93 @ o, SEfE

R cthgieha fera 1 waR #ea & @y fag 12 FEa

T&'Ww l #ﬁqatﬁm#ﬂm?ﬂﬂmm a1 Fefa #1 var e & e FrdveE
TR F A AT A A | e A R WA B AER s (wat) vd vE e ST

freas 3 sfafedt @ @ fF vare sfem &
72 &m foem w9 A oedm Boea 49 9
2141 F qnTErA & amard #)

R ffem vemdm F wEw FRw
et fle 3 ww B oaa @ o oin
mm#mwwmm

mﬁamaﬁwﬂﬂqﬁamw|



AIRF(J?‘ ¥ ':::;hL”H(JHiI : § IL}F iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

JANSATTA DELHI 11 OCTOBER 2024

T3 (ST I GG <o T
Z1eT A QAT |1 9 foha

qﬁmﬂml

ferara T2 @ 73 =R T s
TorTIfa T 2T A W § 9 o uan
fem w1 W e Am T A F
frtam & =T v wEa U w9 #
AT 7 qEArW o) nfEea i ugn
FA F AT T4 A A AR T
ferry 2z, SR var sfem = SEm
Tu qEm 23 W e wEfEwm SEdl,
2022 % g8 T$)

Z e 3 v ffem W fraam
Tt Tea, TR @ W wmat |
Wk Wme @ ot T oTge oW @
uETEd (uaw g @ e argh @
MMM wTR g T T &
nrteets 1 arew sftew @ 4

T 2121 (86) 1 guErt H gerd o
o § 21 anema F & e
@ T fred o =it o vaw ffrm @
Arar T AR %1 & fau zre gdam A
#1 o fru ¥

T WA ZE wqE A g R
FrrEr 1 e A gerifaa # w
gra w1 ¥ 1 e foafaa o Fde F v
iz & o B @ faerg o aren
¢ wafF WF A vaNuE weae
(e 9 v ufera #femn) @1 vaw ifEw
v % Wy Brer qu @ g &)

WA 213 A uaw gfEm o afurmem
9 ¥ % A U www J e e
@171 e Afrat 1 gfaa s g F
ared | uar gfem ) wide vaers
T & fou s #m & &
Zaqfea #)



AIRF‘UEHSALHHUFJH Y r..‘)? tNLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

JANSATTA

DELHI

T3 e+ 85 3faRer
fommMT @le o 31ewT foar

H‘s’ﬁv—vﬁ 10 3R

ZTa we & fsen arelt v e 3
Tt e we 85 wfaRew o & fo
ey fem &) vag e 3 ofrares feew
1 A S I A | T T e #i
8s 3fr faorl =1 =mdz fem B 5=l 10
u-350 fram ot wfte #)

A A s, vasREa @ Buorm gs
i Fmarfrd s v o gfEen &
fogm & F=fr 10 8 IR T U 350
frm it &) it 590 92T ®
ua gfem 2R varEn 1 T | w7
fropeft et amd #1 girdr B Rrfaten
UIEE A gUEn # Fw 9 fE Tm om

e fodar 7% 67 fonmrdt & fv amde
fret ®) 20 o 9 v sy ofe fod
#1 85 famrt & fow firew @ ofFm =/
BATETE & M TEe A e o drdn
&1 85 ol @ g e van i A A
femm #)

van Fem 3 wradt, 2023 F varAy
3 &g 1 Fe 470 faEt & amdv B
9| UITEATES A vaEEa A 250 frued &
i & ardy wA yu v a1 fE TwE o
v B s = Breeen of @ gl
3 wm fr var gfem 3 85 afv frdl
WMET e 7 fore & e fe £
F7f, 2022 A AR A vap ffem W
FrEw 3 wdi 9 F A A W o2
e T oA % Breaw o s
&1 iforen F @m gan ¥

11 OCTOBER 2024



HIY ., I 'r.- £

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MINT

DELHI

11 OCTOBER 2024

Air India buys 85 Airbus jets,
likely to order more Boeings

Fallia)
Fﬁx-k@.wemm o
PARISDELHI

ir Inclia has continued a
dramatic bid to recap-
Tuire 2 JJI.iIl'i' LII“UJIE lngr

carriers by placing anew order
for 85 Adrhus jets and mow eyes
miore Bovingson topal an his
toric purchase of almost 500
jets fromithe twoplanemakers,
peopleinthe knowofthe mat-
ter said.

The Adrbaes orderemerged
inaroutine industry update as
the mativnel carvier mourned
the death of the former chair-
man of parent Tata Group,
Insinessandaviation pioneer
HatanTata, Airbus said lateon
Wednesday anunnamed cus-
tomer had placedan order for

AirIndia was alsain talks fora
potential top-up order from
Boeing, people said. moowarm

75 A320-family jets and 10
o hanal AZS0s-a deal worth
%6.3 hillion after typical dis-
counts, according to Cirium
Ascend data, Airlines [re

quently keep their names
underwraps oo revealing
their Aeet strategies to com-
petitors, Three people sl
that Air India was the airline
behind the order, which
invaolves exercising options
and comes barely avear after it
orrtbered 250 new jets from Al
by and 2200 from Bocing (o
revive its status with an all-
e (Tewet,

Two of them said Air India
wasalso in talks fora potential
topeuprordher froam Bocing,

Air India did not immedi-
atedy respond toa reguest for
comment on the Airbus part of
thefollow-on negotiations, first
repuarted by Bfoenery Netos,

India’s largest airline.
[nelitro, placed its ovwm record
orrler for 300 jets last vear.
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Al places order
for 8 more
aircraft with
Airbus

NEW DELHI: Air India has
placed an order for 85 more
aircrafi with Airbus, includ-
ing 10 A350s, as the airline
works on expanding opera-
tions, according to sources. Of
the B3 airplanes, 75 are narrow-
body A320 family aireraft and
10 wide-body A350 planes, the
sources said on Thursday.

In an update on Wednes-
day, Airbus said it has received
orders for 667 atreralt this year
till September. Among them,
there was an order, recetved on
September 5, for 85 planes —
20 A320 neos, 55 A321 neos, 5
A350-900s and 5 A350-1000s.

The name of the airline
was not disclosed. As per the
sources, Lhis order was by Air
India.

In February 2023, Air India
placed orders for 470 planes
with Airbuis & Boeing, M
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Aviation pioneer Ratan Tata’s legacy lives on

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
MNEW DELHIF MUMBAI

An architect by qualification
and an aviator by passion,
Ratan Tata embarked on his
heavenly journey more than
two-and-a-hall years after loss-
muaking Air India iy back to the
Tata hangar.

Tata, 86, breathed his last on
the night of October 9, linle
over a month before the
completion of the Ajr India-
Vistara merger that will also
See Singapore Airlines
snapping up 25.1 per cent
stake in Air India.

He flew planes and fighter
aircraft but his longing for
Tatas to pilot Air IndE.ri]a. again
remained a dream till January
2022, For years, many
headwinds came the way in
the groups efforts o come
back into the aviation space
through Air India

Finally, the aviation efforts
took wings, first with AirAsia
India and the second with
Wistara, a joint venture with
Singapore Adrlines.

AirAsia India which changed
its name to AIX Connect and
got merged with Air India
Express on October 1 this year
first took to the skies in 2014

as a joint wventure with
Malaysias AirAsia Berhad.
The budget airline later was
wholly-owned by the Tata
Group.

Vistara started flying tn
January 2015 as a full-service
carrier.

“The Tata Group welcomes
Air Indias new customers and
is excited to work together to
muake Adr India the aitline of
choice in terms of passenger
comfort and service) Ratan
Tata said in a message days
after completing the
acquisition of the airline on
Jamuary 27, 2022

Set up by JRD Tata in 1932,
Tata Afrlines was later
nationalised and the name
was also changed to Adr India.
Over the years, Ratan Tata's
longing to bring back Air
India under the stewardship
of Tata Group remained a
dream.

Back in 1994, Tata Group and
Singapore  Airlines made
efforts to set up a joint venture
airline in India. Six years later,
they again tried to enter the
country’s aviation market, this
time by teaming up to acquine
stakes in Air India

However, the two attempts did
not take-off. Finally, the

dream was realised as Vistara
took to the Indian skies in
January 2015, And in
Movember 2022, Tata Group
announced the merger ol
Vistara with Air India.
Singapore Airlines CEQ Goh
Choon Phong, who described
Tala as a Eﬁ:‘rj.‘ihﬁl partner
and a dear friend, said Tata
played a pivotal role in setting
up Vistara over a decade ago,
laying the foundation for a
strong and enduring
relationship  between Tata
Sons and Singapore Afrlines.
According to Vistara CEQ
Vinod Kannan, the aviation
vertical was especially close to
Tatas heart.

In the words of Remi Maillard,
President & Managing
Director at Airbus India &
South Asia, Tatas passion for
aviation is well known and his
#eal and vision for the revival
of Air India as part of the Tata
family will continue to inspire.
While paying tributes to Tata,
InterGlobe Enterprises Group
Managing Director Rahul
Bhatia on Thursday said
IndiGo will, ever so modestly,
walk alongside Air India to
gecure Indias rightiul seat al
the centre stage of global
aviation.
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Beluga XL: The giant sky
whale landsat city airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 90CTOBER

NSCBI Kolkata Airport on
Wednesday for the first time
accommodated the biggest
Airbus Beluga series aircraft
Beluga XL. Beluga XL is the
upgraded and bigger version
of Beluga ST.

Earlier Kolkata Airport
has accommodated its 5T-
series aircraft but first time
Kolkata airport is accom-
modating an XL-series air-
craft.

The Aircraft landed last
night from Bahrain interna-
tional airport. The aircraft
originated from thje Toulouse
(LFBO/TLS) Airbus factory,
and was transporting some
equipment and partsto their
another unit based in Tianjin
(ZBT]), China.

The size of the aircraft
isn'tits only striking feature,

but also the shape of the,

aircraftis attention-grabbing,
resembling a giant whale!
Like a whale's mouth, the
front of the aircraft tapers
down.

The head and belly are
characteristically bulging.
This plane has been designed
to resemble a whale.

Avideo of the landing of
the Beluga XL at Kolkataair-
port has already been released
and has gone viral.

The Beluga XL took off
from Bahrain International
Airporton Tuesday, carrying
three pilots and one engineer.

Afterafive-hourjourney,
it landed at Kolkata airport
ataround 10.45 pm to refuel.

OnWednesday at around
5.30 am, the plane took off
again for Tianjin, China.

Notably, Kolkata Airport
isthe only airportin eastern
India that has maintenance
facilities for the-Belug
aircraft. " oo
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Spicelet deal

B NEW DELHE: Splcedel

on Wednesday said it
has amicably settled a
S12-million dispute with
airerafl leasing firm Bab-
cock & Brown Alrcraft
Management ( BRAM).
The dispute has beon
resalved for $22.5 million
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A GIANT BELUGA LANDS IN CALCUTTA

For the firsi time,

the Caleutia airport
accommadated a Belugn XL,
Airbus’s biggest transport
aireraft. Beluga XL is an
upgraded and bigger version
of Beluga ST. Earlier, the
alrport had accommodated
ST series alreraflt of Alrbus.
This was the first time an XL
series aircraft landed in the
airport.

The Beluga XL is 63.1m
long, with a wingspan of
60.3m. Its cargo hold is large
enough to transport two
wings of an Airbus A350
alraraft. The Beluga XL
{Alrbus A330-743L) has been
designed 1o caurry oversized
curgo, primarily airoraft
components such as wings
and Muselages.

The aircrall arrived
firom Bahrain at 10.43pm
on Tuesday, said airport
officials. The Beluga XL
started its journey from
the Alrbus factory in
Toulouse in France and was
transporting items to a unit
of the company in China's
Tanjin, officials said. Aler
landing, the aircrafl was
allowed to be parked in one
of the taxiways. “Had it

been taken to a parking bay,
a pushback vehicle would
have been needed to push
the aircraft in and out of
the parking area,” said an
airport official. Planes are
not designed with reverse
options, so pushhack
vehicles or tugs are used to
move aireraft backwands.
“The city alrport does
not have a pushback tug
big enough to handle such
a large alrcrafl. Hence, it
was parked in a taxiway so
that the aireraft could move

inand out on its own,"” the
official said. The aircraft
landed in Calcutta lfor rest
because of flight duty time
limitations of crew members
and for refuelling “The dty
airport is the only suitable
alrport ineastern India that
can accommuodate this type
of aireraft,” the official said.

The Beluga aireraft
departed at 5.19pm on
Wednesday for Tianjin
Binhai International
Airport in China, the
official said.



AIRF"UR ISAUT HDHIT‘

QOF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DELHI

11 OCTOBER 2024

AT bumps up Airbus
order by 85 aircraft

Saprabh Sinha
artimesofindia.com

New Delhi: Air India has
converted an option for 85
Airbus aircralt 75 single
alsle A320 family & 10 twin
aisle A350s — into a firm or-
der. When the Tata Group
had last Feb ardered 470 pla-
nes worth $70 billion at list
price — it had got an option
and purchase rights for 370
more Airbus & Boeing pla-
nes to be procured over the
nextdecade,

“That option has been ex
ercised for 85 Arbus planes,”
confirmed sources, Com-
ments sought from Al on thas
were awaited till the time of
poing to press.

Embattled US major Boe-
ingmayalsosee this option be-
Ing opted for by Al Group for
some more planes, they adid,
However, a guestion mark

hangs over when Boeing will
be able to resume supply of
BT MAX to customers,

Tata Group has major ex-
pansion plans and has begun
consolidating its four airli-
nes, Whileerstwhile AirAsia
India has already merged in-
to Al Express, nexi month
Vistara will merge into AL

A320 & A350

Indian airlines, including
Al AlExpress and Akasa, ha-
ve been getting planes
A360 and B737 MAX — from
Adrbus and Boeing that were
made for carriers of otherco-
untries like Russia where
they can't supply now due o
sanctions and other Feasons.

Alr India’s historic or-
der for 470 aireraft had tur-
ned out to be even bigger
blockbuster at B840 planes,
thanks to the options for 370
maore planes,
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Engine snag forces Hyd-Delhi

flight to return to its origin

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Vistara’s Hydera-
bad-Delhi flight returned safely
to the origin on Thursday eve-
ning within an hour of taking
off from there following a snag
ononeof its CFM engines. “Air-
crafthasreturnedduetoengine
snag,” said people in the know.
On X, Vistara said: “Flight
UKS880from Hyderabad to Delhi
has been diverted to Hyderabad
due to maintenance require-
ments and is expected to arrive
In Hyderabad at 7.23 pm.” The
Airbus A320 had taken off from

Hyderabad at 6.36 pm and re-
turned thereat 7.21 pm.

A Vistara spokesperson
said: “Shortly after take-off, a
technical snag was detected in
oneof theenginesof Vistaraair-
craft operating UK880{from Hyd-
erabad to Delhi on Oct 10, 2024.
As a precautionary measure,
the pilots decided to turn back
and landed safely at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport,
Hyderabad, where all custom-
ers were disembarked. An alter-
nate aircraft is being arranged
tocompletethe journey which is
scheduled to depart at 0030 hrs.”
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