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AAI gets waiver request amid Adani airline buzz

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 10 August

The Aimports Authority of India
(AAL has received a request seek-
ing a waiver from contractual
restrictions that prevent certain air-
port concessionaires and their
aroup entities from holding equity
in scheduled airlines, Minister of
State for Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol said in the Rajya Sabha (RS)
on Monday. The minister, however,
said his ministry had not yetexam-
ined the request.

His statement in the Upper
House of Parliament came amid
controversy over Adani group’s
reported interest in entering the
airline business. On.June 4, Adani
Airport Holdings, part of Adani
group, reportedly wrote to the gov-

ernment-controlled AAl seeking a
waiver that would allow it and its
affiliates to "invest in, establish,
acquire, GWrL, profmote o control” a
scheduled airline. On Sunday, Tri-
namool Congress Member of Par-
liament (MP) Mahua Moira
shared the letter on i

The June 4 letter also
sought a waiver from the
restriction  “prohibiting
the concessionaire, its
affiliates, and/or their
respective  promoters from
directly or indirectly investing in,
establishing, acquiring, owning,
promoting or controlling any
scheduled airline”,

A concesslonalre is a private
company that has been awarded
the right to operate an airport
under an agreement with the gov-

ermmentor isagency.

Adani Enterprises, however, on
July 24 denied reports that it was
planning to launch an airline,
sayving it was "not evaluating any

proposal to enter the airline busi-
ness”. The parliamentary
question, raised by Com-
munist Party of India
{Marxist) MP John Brit-
tas, did not name Adani
group or any other alrport
operator. It asked whether
the government was consider-
ing amending or relaxingthe exist-
ing restrictions on airport operators
holding substantial equity in or
operating scheduled airlines, and
whether any alrport operators or
other stakeholders had sought
such a relaxation.
Mohol replied on Monday that

there is no government policy
restricting operators of major air-
ports from holding substantial
equity in or operating scheduled
afrlines. He clarified, however, that
contraciual agreements covering
some airportsunder the public-pri-
vate parinership model contain
restrictions on scheduled airlines
and thelr group entities or associ-
ates holding equity in airport con-
cessionaires. "Request seeking
walver of the relevant agreement
provision has been received by AAL
The matter has not yvet been exam-
ined by the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation (MoCA}L" Mohol said.

The response is remarkable
because it confirms that a walbver
request has reached AAL but does
not identify the entity that sub-
mitted it.
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Airport Clause
Waiver Sought
from AAI: Govt

W Thcgovern-
E ment saidthe
Adlhasgota
request for waiving the
crossholding capprovi-
sian, but the ministny has
notyet looked intoit. ET
last manth reported Adani
has sought a3 waiver. The
group denied it »== 15
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Plea Received to Waive Airline
Cross-Holding Rules: Centre

Aviation min yet to examine
proposal; no blanket policy
restriction exists on airport
operators, MoS tells RS

DurBureay

Wew Thelhl: The governmenl Monday
said the Alrporls Aulhorily of Todia
(A AT hias rresbved a reguest lor waiving
the cross-holding cap provizsion, but the
matter is vet to be cxamined by the civil
aviationminisoy

Murlidhar Mohol, minister of state for
civil aviation, also informed the Hajva
Sabhathatthere isn'tany blanket policy
restriclion an alrporl operators Trom
hold I subslzanlial gy stakeas inale-
lines, though there are cross-haolding
curbs as part of contracts for some air
partsrun by private companics.

Mohol dido’t name the company
which submitted the request tothe go-
veroment,

T raporied last month that Adani Adr-
poel Hold ings hassouphia walvarol Dhe
clause thalbars the operalorol Mumbsl
airport from holding more than a W%
stalke in any acheduled carricr, and the
removal of such restrictions from futu-

L {IPPOCT CORUes S LN sgreemnents,

Howevern Adani Enterprises, the gro-
up Hapship, ina regulatory filing later
Lermed such media repaorts “enlirely ba-
seless Al Cactually e el

Seniorofficials said the government is
comsidering  Adani‘s proposal, along
with others, with the aim of attracting
wisll-funded airline operators gnd injec-
tingeompetition to break the douopoly of
Indito and Adr adia, which together
control about %% of Tndia’s ale Leavel
markal.

Any amendmenl will reguire Cablnsl
approval, besides facing strong opposi
tion from incumbent airlines. aswell as
invitine cloge serutiny from competi-

fion regulators, g it could potentially
distort the lewvel-playing field and give
Aan untdir advantape in alrport aceess to
privale nperalors, especially inslotalle-
vallon.

Slots are specific scheduled times allo
cated to an airline to take off or land at
an airport, and thosce at peak hours are
prived assets,

Rahul Bhatia, cofounder and mans-
pingr director of lndiGo, the cowatre’s
higpest aleling, Thursday said any move
allowing cross-pwhership would hel
consumers. “N Lypically would relest 2
massive comflict of interest. and over a
Ppericd of time, it would actually be aga
instthe interest of conswmners,™ he said,
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AAI got request for waiver
of airport-airline cross
ownership restriction: Govt.

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) received a re-
quest seeking a waiver
from provisions that bar
cross-ownership of air-
ports and airlines, the go-
vernment told Parliament
amid reports the Adani
Group sought relaxations
as it explored entering the
airline business.

“Request seeking waiver
of the relevant agreement
provision has been re-
ceived by Airports Authori-
ty of India,” Minister of
State for Civil Aviation Mur-
lidhar Mohol said respond-

ing to a question from CPI
(M) MP John Brittas in the
Rajya Sabha.

Though Adani Enter-
prises denied the media re-
ports, a prominent busi-
ness daily subsequently
cited a letter from Adani
Airports CEO Arun Bansal
seeking relaxations from
the government.

Mr. Brittas also asked if
the Centre had assessed
the potential impact of
such cross-ownership on
competition, conflict of in-
terest, slot allocation, air-
port charges, ground han-
dling and fair access to
airport infrastructure for
competing airlines.

“The matter has not yet
been examined by the Mi-
nistry of Civil Aviation,” Mr.
Mohol replied, without
naming the entity that
sought the waiver.

The concession agree-
ments for Delhi and Mum-
bai airports cap aggregate
airline ownership in the
airport operator at 10%,
while those for the Noida
International Airport (Je-
war) and Navi Mumbai air-
port allow up to 26% ow-
nership in an airline. These
provisions can also be ap-
plied in the reverse, res-
tricting airport operators
from acquiring significant
stakes in airlines.
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AMID ADANI'S AIRLINE INTEREST
AAI gotrequest for cross-holding
cap waiver, MOCA yet to consider

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, August 10

THE GOVERNMENT on Mon-
day said there was no blanket
policy restricting airport oper-
ators from holding substantial
equity inairlines, although cross-
holding restrictions are part of
contracts forsome airports oper-
ated by private sector players. It
added that the state-owned Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI)
had received arequest seekinga
waiver of the cross-holding cap
provision, butthematterisyetio
be examined by the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA).

The comments, which were
in response to a question from
CPI(M) MP John Brittas, come
close onthe heelsof reportsthat
the Adani Group, which oper-
ates eight airports, had sought

relaxations from cross-owner-
ship restrictions as it was evalu-
ating participating in the airline
business. On July 24, Adani
group flagship Adani Enter-
prises had said that it was not
evaluating any proposal toenter
the airline business. The Adani
group didn't immediately re-
spond toa request for comment
following the government’s re-
sponse in the Rajya Sabha today.

“There is no such Govern-
ment Policy restricting oper-
ators of major airports from
holding substantial equity in or
operating scheduled airlines.
However, the extant contractual
agreementsrelating to some air-
ports under Public Private Part-
nership contain certain restric-
tions on scheduled airlines and
their group entities/associates
from holding Equity Share of

the Concessionaires,” Minister
of State for Civil Aviation Mur-
lidhar Moholsaidin awritten re-
sponse to Brittas's question.
“Request seeking waiver of
the relevant agreement provi-
sion has been received by AAL
The matter has not yet been
examined by the Ministry of Civil
Aviarion,” Mohol added. Mohol
didn't name the Adani group,
nor did Brittas in his question.
The Adani group operates
eight airportsinthe country and
has a major presence in other
segments of the aviation sector,
including ground handling,
maintenance, repair and over-
haul, and pilot training. The con-
glomeratealso planstosetupan
aircraft manufacturing facility
inIndiain partnershipwith Bra-
zil'sEmbraer.  FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Laser beam
disorients pilot,
disrupts landing

Kolkata: Disoriented by la-
ser beams, the pilot of a Ma-
laysia Airlines flight
(MH-184) carryving 1589 pas-
scngers and  sCVen  Crew
members was foreed to repo-
sition and delay touchdown
barely 15km from Kolkata
airportlate Saturday

The plane gained eleva-
tion and circled before lan-
ding safely reports Ta-
maghna Banerjee.

The Kuala Lumpur-Kol-
kata flight, scheduled toland
at11.18pm, was about 8 nauti-
cal miles from the runway
when laser beams allegedly
tlashed and distracted the pi-
lot. The source was appa-
rently a ground location ne-
ar Barasat, north of the air-
port.

The flight landed on run-
way 19L around 11.23pm.
DGCA rules prohibit use of
laser lights within 18.53km
radius of an airport. Amid
repeated instances at Kolka-
taairport, Airports Authori-
ty of India also issued an
S0P lastyean
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Laser beam
disorients pilot,
delays landing
at Kol airport

Kolkata: Disoriented by lazer
beams, the pilot of a Malaysia
Airlines flight carrving 159
passengers and seven crew
members was forced to reposi-
tion his craft and delay touch-
down barely 15km from Kolka-
ta airport late Saturday, re-
ports Tamaghna Banerjee,
The plane had to gain eleva-
tion and circle for some time
before making a safe landing.

Amid repesated instances
of unauthorised laser beams
flashing into cockpits during
final approaches at Kolkata
alrport, Airports Authority of
India issued an SOP last vear
to prevent this critical safety
hazard. DGCA rules prohibit
the use of laser lights within
anlé.skmradinsof anairport.
Anaireraft can descend at aro-
und 1G0M-2,000ft per minute
duringlanding. makingevena
brief loss of visual focus po-
tentially hazardous. “The pro-
blem is more acute when the
pilot is looking at the runway
for landing. The laser beams
cause temporary blindness,”
anairline official said.

The Kuala Lumpur-Eolka-
taflight {MH-184) was slafed to
touchdown at 1L18pm Satur-
day. It was about B nautical mi-
les from the runway when la-
ser beams allegedly flashed in-
to the cockpit, distracting the
pilot. The source was appa-
rently a ground location near
Barasat, northof theairport.

The carrier subsequently
lodged a complaint with Kol-
kata airport authorities, who
filed a plaint with NSCBI poli-
ce station. An investigation
waslaunched.
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Govt: No policy
stops airports
from taking
airline stakes

Times News Nerwoak

New Delhi: The aviation mi-
nistry Monday told Parlia-
ment that there is no govi poli-
cy restricting major airport
operators from holding sub-
stantial equity inor operating
gcheduled airlines. However,
the public private partners-
hip (PPP) JV agreements for
certain airports may put such
restrictions and one private
operator has sought relaxa-
tion from the same.

Operators of Delhi (GMR
group) and Mumbai (Adani)
airports are not allowed to hold
over 10% stake in scheduled
commercial airlines and the Lat-
ter has written to Airports Aut-
hority of India (AAl) seeking
relaxation from this clause.

Union minister of state for
aviation Murlidhar Mohol told
Parliament Monday: “There is
no such govt policy restricting
operators of major airports
from holding substantial equi-
tv in or operating scheduled
airlines. However, the extant
contractual agreements rela-
ting to some airports under
PPP contain certain restric-
tions on scheduled airlines and
their group entities/ associates
from holding equity share of
the concessionaires,”

Asked whether airport
operators have sought exemp-
tion from the same, the mini-
ster added: “Request seeking
waiver of the relevant agree-
ment provision has been rece-
ived by AAL The matter has
not yet been examined by the
ministry of civil aviation.”

The Adani group is learnt
to be exploring entering the
girline space, something
which India’s higgest airline

IndiGo — has opposed, alt-
hough Akasa has supported
the move. Adani Airport ma-
nages eight airports, inclu-
ding Mumbai, Navi Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Mang-
aluru, Jaipur, Guwahati and
Thiruvananthapuram.
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Laser disrupts
flight from
landing at

Kolkata airport

KOLKATA, PTI: A Malaysia
Airlines flight MH-184 from
Kuala Lumpur carrying 159
passengers faced problems
while approaching the Ne-
taji Subhas Chandra Bose
Internanonal Airport here
for landing as the pilot was
distracted by a laser beam,
airport sources said on Sun-
day.

The flight was scheduled
to land at 11.20 pm on Sai-
urdlay, but when the aircraft
was approximately eight
nautical miles from the
runway, the pilot report-
edly noticed a bright laser
beam Mashing towards the
cockpit from the Madhyam-
gram-Barasat side, the
souroes said.

The aireraft finally land-
edsalelyataround 11.25 pm,
and all passengers and crew
members were reported
sitle, they said,

Following the incident,
the airline informed the air-
port authorities. The Kolk-
ata airport authorities also
lodged a complaint with the
NSCBI Airport Police Sta-
tion, the sources said.
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Delhi Airport Plans Z3,500cr

Bond Sale for Debt Recast

Shlipy Sinha

Mumal: eThi Inlerpalisnal
AlrporLiDTALY s planning Lo ra-
ImpEasnnerore through a o-year
wmd izsue, according to people
familiar with the matter

Ther propozed bond issoe is ex-
pected o be priced ot abouat
9.00%, althoupgh thefinal coupon
I wel 1 Tie deder minedd and will
depend an markel condilinns
and Inveslor demand, they salid.

The procecds will be used toefl-
nance DIAL S cxistingdollar-deno-
minated noes of 35226 million
that are due this yearn along with
transaction and hedping costs e
Tated] I Ihe existitg debl and he
teeww baenid isstie 1AL had ralsed
F2e i miTlion thraugh Weyvesr in-
ternational bonds in Cotaber 2006
araconpon ol G125 %:.

“Thermfinancing will allow DI-
AL to replace the matucing dol-
lar debt with loop term rupee
fundiryy, while @ preading repay-

ment over several years,” said
one of the persens, who did not
wish tobe identitied. " The strue-
Lurealsogives thealrporLopera-
Lo Thies Mex iBalily Lo relinanaee or
redesm the Tonids aller Tive ye-
ars.”

A DIAL spokesperson did notc
respond o ETs
queries,

™ DIAL Qs tarpe-
- , ling a mid-Ocio-
e pay-in five the

prapsed lssile

Thedois and plans tofinali
targetinga ac inmvestors this
mid-October  month aecording
pay-inforthe iy the transaction
proposed  yeaile This bonis
E::f;emm“ are expected  to
: soon ATy an AN ra-

ling. Interssl will
e paid every quarter, DIAL plans
to repay the principal in stages
froam the sixth year, with 5% duc
each year in years sixcto 10, 0% in
vesrs L-13, 15% in the 18th year sl
the renwining 0% inthe loth vear
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Airport operators
not barred from
running airlines
THE GCVERMMEMNT OM
Monday said there isno
palicy restricting airpart
operators from holding
gauity In or cperating
l.—mdulr_'d airlines, though
mmmmmmm rt conoession
agreements under public

|.'lr'\.a1.- partnerships IfF"PP'I
cantan such restrictio
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Training aircraft veers off
Baramati airport runway

Shrinivas Deshpande

letters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: A private training aircraft
veered off the runway at Bara-
mati Airport on Sunday during a
flying exercise, the civil aviation
ministry said on Sunday. No one
was injured in the incident.
This is the third aircraft acci-
dent at Baramati this year since
former Maharashira deputy
chief minister Ajit Pawar's plane

W "'"r-.
"‘\L =, s

Thr: aircraft came to a stop on
the grass.

crash in January.
The flight was under the com-
mand of Capt. Chirag Shashikant

Doifode, the flight instructor
along with trainee Abhijeet Jun-
dre, the ministry said. The air-
craft was unable to stop within
the paved runway surface and
“veered off the extended paved
surface beyond the threshold of
Runway 29, resulting in a run-
way excursion”.

HT on Sunday reported that
the state government is set to
clear a 2100-crore upgrade plan
for the Baramati Airport.  3ps
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Maha govt set to clear 2100-cr

Yogesh Naik

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Six months after dep-
uty chief minister Ajit Pawar
died in an air crash at Baramati
airport in Maharashtra, the state
government is finalising a F100-
crore overhaul of the small,
uncontrolled airstrip.

The Maharashtra Airport
Development Company (MADC),
which manages smaller airportsin
the state, cleared the proposal two
weeks ago. Additional chief secre-
tary (aviation) Sanjay Sethi cleared
it on Wednesday and final
approval is awaited from a high-
power committee headed by the
state chief secretary.

Pawar and four others died on
January 28 when the chartered
Learjet 45 carrying them from
Mumbai crashed as the pilot
attempted to land. A preliminary
probe found the aircraft executed
a go-around on its first approach
due to poor visibility, then made a
second approach during which
the pilot reported having the run-
way in sight but gave no read-back
to air traffic control before impact.

Sharad Pawar, then chief minis-
ter and now head of the opposition
Nationalist Congress Party (SP),
built the airport in the mid-90s to
draw investment to Baramati, the
family’s home turf. The town
turned from a rural backwater
into an industrial and educational
hub over the decades, but the
L600m x 30m airstrip remained
neglected, used mainly by the
Pawars, government officials and
businesspersons.

Deputy l.:hlcfmmtsler Ajit Pawaranﬂfour others died in an air

crash at Baramati airport in Maharashtra on January 28.

THE AIRPORT IS
UNFENCED, WITH
CATTLE AND STRAY
DOGS WANDERING
IN. EMERGENCY
SERVICES ARE
ABSENT.

The airport is unfenced, with
cattle and stray dogs wandering in.
Two private flying schools operate
from it, and their students staff the
air traffic control unit— there are
no dedicated ATC l. Traf-
ficis light, at10 to 12 VVIP flightsa
month, but that is no excuse for
the staffing gap.

Emergency services are absent.
The airport has no fire tender of its
own; when Pawar's aircraft
crashed, one had to be summoned
from the Baramati municipal
council, losing precious time. The
tender that arrived had no water.

HTFILE

The plan funds an ATC tower
and a fire station, ending an
arrangement in which flying
school trainees handled both air
traffic control and, effectively, the
airport’s absent emergency
response. The runway will be
recarpeted and given a 90-metre
runway-end safety area at both
ends— a buffer designed toarrest
aircraft that overshoot or under-
shoot on landing. Other upgrades
include airstrip grading, storm
water drainage, a windsock, edge
lights and PAPI lights (Precision
Approach Path Indicator), which
guide pilots to the correct descent
angle. Such visual guidance is criti-
cal at an airport without an instru-
ment landing system, where pilots
rely on visual cues to judge their
descent. An 8-km compound wall
and an internal perimeter road are
also planned.

The plan does not fund an ILS,
which would let pilots land using

instrument guidance in low visibil-
ity rather than visual contact with
the runway. It also does not fund a
night landing system; flying school
students currently install battery-
operated lamps for night flying.

The airport has no meteorologi-
cal department and depends on
Pune airport for weather news.
MADC's plan is silent on this too.

Capt Sanjay Karve, former
director of civil aviation with the
Maharashtra government, said,
“The Baramati airport runway has
an inverted hump and this must
be corrected during recarpetting
PAPI is the easiest and cheapest
way to let crew know of glide flow
in case of bad weather. DGCA
must ask for PAPI for all uncon-
trolled airports.”

Karve was sceptical about the
political will to see the revamp
through. “Upgrading it now is like
locking the stable after the horse
has bolted. The moment Sunetra
Pawar is no longer deputy chief
minister, Baramati airport will be
forgotten. Take Karad airport, for
instance. After Prithviraj Chavan's
CM tenure, the project took a back
seat. Latur airport was forgotten
after Vilasrao Deshmukh ceased to
be CM and became a Union minis-
ter. Nanded airport took a back
seat after Ashok Chavan lost
power. In essence, we don'thavea
long-term plan for aviation.”

Mihir Bhagvati, president of the
Bombay Flying Club, said, “These
changes should have been made
long ago and implemented at all
MADCaJr;Drts, They are the bare
minimum requirements for any
airport.”

overhaul of Baramati airport
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No govt policy restricts airport operators from
operating airlines: Minister Murlidhar Mohol

NEW DELHI: The government
on Monday informed the Rajya
Sabha that there is no policy that
restricts airport operators from
operating scheduled airlines,
but there are certain curbs in
agreements related to airports
operated under public-private
partnerships.

comiments came against
the backdrop of reports that the
government is looking at allow-
ing airport operalors to own
airlines, and that Adani Group,
which currently operates I:IEI'H.
airports, is keen to get into the
airline business. The group had
denied such reporis,

“There is no such govern-
ment puli:.}' restricting oper-
ators of major airports from
holding substantial equity in

or operating scheduled atrlines.

“However, the extant con-
tractual agreements relating to
some airports under Public Pri-
vate Partnership (PPP) contain
certain restrictions on sched-
uled airlines and their group
entities/associates from hold-
ing equity share of the conces-
stonaires,” Minister of State for
Civil Aviation Murlidhar Mohol
said in a written reply to the
Rajya Sabha.

The replies were to questions
from CPI-M member John Brit-
tas on whether the government
is considering any amendment
or relaxation of the existin
policy restricting operators o
major airports from holding
substantial equity in or operat-
ing sd'u:du.lrj iI.LEIII'.Ir:'S.. %

The minister also said the
Airports Authority of India
has received a request seeking
waiver of the relevant agree-
ment provision, but the matter
“has not vet been examined by
the Ministry of Civil Aviation

Under the Operation, Man-
agement and Development
Agreement (OMDA) for major
airports operated through pub-
lie-private partnerships (PPPs),
there are restractions in terms of
airport operators having own-
ership in airlines.

Key airports, including in
Drelhi and Mumbai, are oper-
ated under PPPs where AAT is
also a stakeholder. According to
reprorts, Adani Group had writ-
ten to the AATL seeking relax-
ations with respect to entering

into the airline business.

On July 24, Adani Group
denied media reports and
market speculation that it is
planning to enter the airline
biisiness.

On July 23, IndiGo Co-
Founder and Managing Direc-
tor Rahul Bhatia said there
would be a “massive conflict
of interest” if airport operators
are allowed to own airlines.

On August 5, Akasa Air
CEQ Vinay Dube said that the
airline will be supportive of a
proposal to allow airport opera-
tors Lo own airlines, as the gov-
ernment will take into account
the “considerations” involved
before taking a decision since
India needs more competition
in aviation. FTi
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Laser beam hits Malaysia Airlines
pilot, Kolkata airport files complaint

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International
(NSCBI) airport authorities
have lodged a police complaint
after a laser beam was directed
at the cockpit of a Malaysia Air-
lines flight approaching Kol-
kata late on Saturday night,
reportedly affecting the pilot’s
vision and forcing the aircraft
to circle before landing safely.

Malaysia Airlines flight
MH-184, carrying 159 pas-
sengers from Kuala Lumpur,
was about eight nautical miles
from the runway when the pilot
noticed a bright laser flashing
towards the cockpit from the
Madhyamgram-Barasat side,
airport sources said.

The flight was scheduled to
land at 11.20 pm, but the laser
reportedly caused momentary
visual impairment and disori-
entation, prompting the pilot to
discontinue the approach. The

aircraft circled before making
another attempt and landed at
around 11.25 pm. All passen-
gers and crew were safe.
Following the incident, the
airline alerted airport authori-
ties, who subsequently lodged
a complaint with the NSCBI
Airport police station. Police
are investigating the source of
the laser. Kolkata airport direc-
tor Vikram Singh said laser
lights were prohibited around
the airport and could interfere
with aircraft operations. Pilots
have complained of similar

While landing,

the pilot noticed

a bright laser
flashing towards
the cockpit from the
Madhyamgram-
Barasat side

incidents during take-off and
landing in the past.

During Durga Puja last
year, pilots had reportedly
raised concerns over laser lights
being used near the Sreeb-
humi Sporting Club pandal.
The laser show was subse-
quently stopped.

A laser beam directed at an
aircraft can temporarily impair
a pilot’s vision and cause severe
distraction, making it particu-
larly dangerous during take-off
and landing, when pilots have
little margin for error.
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NO POLICY TO BAR AIRPORT COS
FROM RUNNING AIRLINES: GOVT

S LALITHA f ARSHAD KHAN
) New Delhi

CIVIL aviation ministry on
Monday told the Rajva Sabha
there is no policy prevent-
ing operators of major
airports from operat-
ing scheduled aidines
or holding equity
in them.

However, contractii-
al agreements govern-
ing some airports under the
public-private partnership
(PPP) model restrict sched-
uled airlines and their group
entities or associates from
holding equity in airport con-

cessionaires. Minister of
State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol said the
Adrports Authority of India
(AAT) had received a request
seeking a waliver from
such contractual re-
strictions, but the
ministry had not yet
examined the
request.
Mohol was respond-
ing to a written question
from CPIM) MP John Brit-
tas, who had asked whether
the povernment was consider-
ing amending or relaxing the
existing provisions restrict-
ing major airport operators

from holding substantial eq-
uity in or operating scheduled
airlines.

“There is no such govern-
ment policy restricting opera-
tors of major airports from
holding substantial equity in
or operating scheduled air-
lines,"” Mohol said.

“However, the extant con-
tractual agreements relating
to some airports under Pub-
lic Private Partnership (PP
contain certain restrictions
on scheduled airlines
and their group entities or
assoclates from holding
Eguity Share of the
Concessionaires,”
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Laserbeamdisrupts Malaysia
Airlinesflightlanding at Kolkata
airport, policecomplaintlodged

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE orientation towards the rurmway.
Kolkata, 9 August The aircraft had to remain

A Malaysia Airlines flight
carrying 159 passengers and
seven cabin crew members
was forced tocircle over Kolkata
after its pilots were briefly
disoriented by a laser beam
while approaching the city
airport late on Saturday night.

Theincident occurred when
Malaysia Airlines fight MH-184,
operating from Kuala Lumpur
to Kolkata, was about eight
nautical miles from the runway
at around 11.20 p.m.

The pilots reportedly saw
a bright laser beam flashing
into the cockpit from the
Madbyamgram-Barmsat direction
while preparing to land at the
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport.

Thesudden glare reportedly
affected the pilots' vision and
temporarily disrupted their
ability to maintain their

airborne and circle before the
pilots could safely resume
their approach.

The flight eventually landed
at around 11.25 pum without
any untoward incident and
was subsequently parked at
parking bay 57L.

All passengers and crew
members were reported tobe
safe. Following the incident,
the airline informed the airport
authorities, whosubsequently
lodged a complaint with the
NSCBI police station.

Airport authorities are
working with the police to
ascertain the exact location
from where the laser beam
was directed at the Malaysia
Airlines aircraft. Investigators
are also examining whether
the incident was deliberate
or resulted from the use of a
laser device during a local
event
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BEA, Airbus to
join A-1 Phuket
incident probe

DGCA has removed both pilots
from roster after the incident

DEEPAK PATEL
Mewy Dethi, 10 August

French aviation accident
investigation agency BEA and
alrcraft manufacturer Airbus
will join the Alrcraft Accident
Investigarion Burean’s (AAIB)
probe into the Air India
Phuket-Delhi flight incident,
people familiarwith the devel-
opment said on Monday.

“The development comes
after the Augnst 4 incident
involving Air Indin flight
Alxyg anAlrbus A0 operat-
ing from Phuket to Delhi,
which expertenced a sudden
alrirude lossof around 300 eet
while cruising.

The aircrafi landed safely
inDwelhi, but 13 passengers and
four crew members were
injured In the incldent. The
AAIB has classified the ocour-
rence as a "serious incldent™
and isinvestdgating it

The participation of the
Bureauof Enquiry and Analy-
sls for Civil Aviarion Safety
(BEA), France's aviation accl-
dent Investigation agency, and
Alrbus will bring additional
technical and investigative
expertise into the probe,
souurces said.

The participation of the
French BEA and Alrbus k&
allowed under International
Civil Aviarion Organization
(1CAD) rules for aircraft acci-
dent investigations. Under
ICAO's Annex 13, the country
wherean aircraft lsdesigned or
manufactured can appoint
representatives to participate
inan investigation.

“In accordance with ICAO
Annex 13, Alrbus is providing
technical assistance tothe rel-
evant investigating author-
ifes. We are actively
supporiingthealrline and will
provide further information
as it becomes available, A
teamofspecialistsis belngdis-

THE PARTICIPATION OF
FRANCE'S AVIATION
ACCDENT INVESTIGATION
AGENCY AND AIRBUS WILL
BRING ADDITIONAL
TECHNICAL AND
INVESTICATIVE

EXPERTISE INTO THE
PROBE, SOURCES 5AID

patched to assist with the
investigation,” an Alrbus spo-
kesperson said.

The Investigation is also
examining the circumstances
surounding the alrcrafi’s
sudden altitude variation and
the actions of the fight crew,
The alrcraft’s fight data
recorder and cockpit voice
reconder have been secured for
examination as part of the
investigation. The probe has
pained futher significance
after the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)} removed
both pilots from the roster
pending the investigation.

The pilots were subjected
to post-flight screening for
pevchoactive substances after
arriving in Delhl. The inital
sereening test of the pilot-in-
command was “not negative”
and the sample has been sent
for aconfirmarorytest, the avi-
ation ministrysald on Sunday.

The government said
further action would be taken
basaed on the outcome of the
investigation and the con-
firmarory tesc

The incident occurred
when the aircrafi was crulsing
after departing Phuket. The
suddenaltimde change threw
PASSENEErs and crew
members from their seats,
with several passengers suf-
fering injuries. Air India had
earlierdescribed theeventasa
brief turbulence-related incl-
dent resulting in a momentary
change Inaltitude,
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DGCA records
889 serious

flight defects

Aviation watchdog
DGCA recorded 889 se-
rious technical defects
in Mights compared to
692 such faultsin 2024,
according to official
data, reports PTL The
number of serious
defects recorded stond
at 487 and 528 in 2023
and 2022, respectively,
In 2021, the count wis
at 514,

These figures were
shared by Minister of
State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol in the
Lolk Sabha.
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Al pilot undergoes
‘confirmatory’ drug
test after flight plunge

Initial psychoactive
substance
screening required
further analysis

v

MEW DELHI, DHNS

he pilot-in-command of

an Air India aircraft that

experiencedasudden loss
ofalmudeduring a Phuket-Del-
ha flight has undergone confir-
matory testing alter an initial
psychoactive substance screen-
ing indicated that the result re-
quired further analysis,

The Al Might carrying 137
passengers — including three
infants and eight crew mem-
bers — experienced a sudden
loss of altitude of around 300
feet on August 4, following
which the aireraft stabilized

and landed safely ar Dethi, A
few passengers and cabin crew
members were mjured in the
incident.

“As part ol the Standard Op-
erating Procedures following
suchan occurrence, both flight
crew [ill"l'lll'li."l'.'i lII'Illl'I.'l‘I'ﬂ‘l'I[
the presenbed psychoactive
substance screening test. The
sereening test in respect of
the Pilot-in-Command (PIC)
indicated a result requiring
confirmatory testing, Samples
have accordingly been sent o
the designated laboratory for
confirmatory analysis, and
the final reportisawaited. " the
Ministry of Civil Aviation said.

The occurrence has been
classified as a “serious inci-

dent” and is under investiga-
rion by the Aircraft Aceident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB),
it said, adding that pending an
investigation and the comple-
tion af the prescribed process,
both flight crew members have
been taken off the roster by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA).

Furtheraction, asappropri-
ate, would be taken based on
the outcomae of the investiga-
tion and confirmarory test re-
sults, it said.

Earlier, Al said it was aware
thata post-flight sereening test
was conducted on the pilots in
accordance with applicable
protocols, The airline said the
resuls of the testhave not been
shared withit. Italsosaid itun-
dertakes regular drug testing
of crew members in compli-
ance with civil aviation regu-
lations, independent of any
specific flight or operational
incident.
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Laser light disorients pilot
during landing at Kolkata

PTI
KOLKATA
A Malaysia Alrlines flight MH-
184 from Kuala Lum pur carry-
ing 159 passengers faced prob-
lem while approaching the
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport here for
landing as the pilot was dis-
tracted by a laser beam, air-
port sources said on Sunday,
The flight was scheduled to
land at 1120 pm on Saturday,
but when the aircraft was
approximately eight nautical
miles from the runway, the
pilot reportedly noticed a
bright laser beam fashing
towards the cockpit from the
Madhyamgram-Barasat side,
which affected his vision owing
to which the aireraft could not
land and had to circde before
making another approach.
The aircraft finally landed at

Pilots have
complained about
laser beams
affecting their
vision on earlier
occasions as well

around 1.25 pm and all pas-
sengers and crew members
were reported safe, they said,

The airdine informed the air-
port authorities who lodged a
complint with the NSCBI
Airport Police Station.

Kolkata airport director
Vikram Singh said the use of
laser lights around the airport
is prohibited, but such ind-
dents occur occasionally and
can affect aircraft operations.

Pilots have complained
about laser beams affecting
their vision during take-off and
landing on earlier occasions,
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Laser beam
disorients pilot,

delays landing

laser beam disoriented the pilot

Al\)f Malaysia Airlines flight MH-
84, carrying 159 passengers

near Kolkata's Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International Airport, forcing
him to circle and land safely later. The
incident occurred around 11:20 pm on
Saturday. The flight was approximately
eight nautical miles from the runway
when a flash of light struck the cockpit.
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AirIndia pilot's psychoactive
substance test requires confirmation
afteraltitude-loss incident

Press Trustofindia
Mew Delhi Aug 9

The pilot-in-command of an
Air India flight that experi-
enced a sudden loss of alti-
tude during a Phuket-Delhi
flight has undergone confir-
matory testing after an ini-
tial psychoactive substance
screening indicated a result
requiring further analysis,
the Civil Aviation Ministry
said on Sunday.

The Airbus A320, oper-
ating flight AI2379 from
Phuket to Delhi on August 4,
lost about 300 feet of altitude
during cruise before stabi-
lising and landing safely in
Delhi.

A few passengers and
cabin crew members report-
ed injuries during the inci-
dent. The aircraft was car-
rying 137 passengers, includ-
ing three infants, and eight
crew members.
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Private trainer aircraft veers off
runway in Baramati, no casualty

Shrinivas Deshpande

letters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: A training aircraft veered
off the runway at Baramati Air-
port on Sunday during a flying
exercise, the civil aviation minis-
try said on Sunday, adding
nobody was injured in the inci-
dent.

This is the third aircraft acci-
dent at Baramati since National-
ist Congress Party (NCP) leader
and former Maharashtra deputy
chief minister Ajit Pawar’s plane
crash in January this year.

The Cessna 172 aircraft, bear-
ing registration number VT-SEX,
was operated by Academy of
Carver Aviation — a Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)-approved Flying Train-
ing Organization (FTO).

The incident took place at
around 12 25pm after the aircraft
taxied for scheduled training
exercise ataround 12.09pm.

The aircraft, the government
said, was being operated for a
Circuit and Landing Emergen-
cies (CL Emergencies) training
exercise.

Itwas under the command of
Capt. Chirag Shashikant Doifode,
the flight instructor along with
trainee Abhijeet Jundre, the
statement said.

It said that, during the course

The Cessna 172 aircraft was being operated for a training
exercise by the Academy of Carver Aviation. Pl

of the exercise, the aircraft was
unable to stop within the paved
runway surface and “veered off
the extended paved surface
beyond the threshold of Runway
29 towards the right side, result-
ing in a runway excursion”.

Baramati acts like an aviation
training hub, as it is home to
FTOs Academy of Carver Avia-
tion Pvt. Ltd. (ACAPL) and Red-
bird Flight Training Academy
for pilots’ training.

Pune rural superintendent of
police Sandeep Singh Gill said,
“The aircraft initially entered the
runway through Link Bravo,
lined up at the threshold of run-
way 29 and carried out a rejected
take-off. Thereafter, it was lined
upat the threshold of runway 11,
where another rejected take-off

was carried out. During the exer-
cise, the aircraft could not be
brought to a complete stop on
the runway and continued
beyond the threshold of runway
5.7

The incident comes months
after two other aircraft accidents
in the vicinity of the Baramati
airstrip.

In January, a Learjet 45 oper-
ated by VSR Ventures crashed
while attempting to land at Bara-
mati, killing Pawar and four oth-
ers.

On May 13, a trainer aircraft
operated by the Redbird Flight
Training Academy crashed near
Gojubavi village, close to the air-
strip. The trainee pilot, who was
the only person omn board,
escaped safely.
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GLITCHESCITED IN
AIR INDIA FLIGHT
INCIDENT, AIRBUS
TO ASSIST PROBE

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Airbus on Monday
said it was sending specialists
to assist an investigation into
the sudden altitude loss of an
Air India A320neo aircraft last
week, even as people familiar
with the matter cited a prelimi-
nary defect report (PDR) pre-
pared by the pilots to suggest
that the incident was preceded
by multiple technical glitches,
including an autopilot discon-
nection.

With the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB)
commencing its probe into the
August 4 incident, teams from
the French air accident investi-
gation agency, Bureau of
Enquiry and Analysis for Civil
Aviation Safety (BEA), as well
as the aircraft's manufacturer
Airbus will assist in the investi-
gation, as per the standard
operating procedures. 3P7
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Glitches cited in Al
incident; Airbus to
assist in AAIB probe

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@ hindustentimes.com

NEW DELHE: Airbus on Monday
said it was sending specialists
assistan investigation into the sud-
den aldtude loss of an Adr India
A320neo aircraft last week, even
as people familiar with the matter
cited a preliminary defect report
(PDR) prepared by the pllots o
sugeest that the incident was pre-
ceded by multiple technical
glitches, including an autopilot
disconnection.

With the Alrcraft Accident
Inwestigation Bureau [AAIE) com-
mencing its probe nto the August
4 Incident, teams from the French
agency, Bureau of Enquiry and
Analysis for Civil Aviation Safety
{BEA), as well as the aircrafi’s
manufacturer Airbus will assist in
the probe, as per the standard
operating procedures.

The Phuket-Delhi flight AI2379
experienced a sudden loss of alti-
tude of around 300 feet during
cruise, causing injuries to 13 pas-
senpers and four crew members,
An intial statement from Alr India
had clied turbulence as the rexson.

Soon after the incident, the air-
craft, with 137 passengers and
eight crew members on board. sta-
bilised and landed safely in Defhi.

The pilots of the flight have
been off-rostered pending probe.
The pilot-in-command's (PIC) pre-
liminary drug test requmed “nome-
negative”, a government release
sald. The results of a confirmatory
second test is awaited.

Two persons aware of the mat-
ter said the pilots had mentioned
technical fssues with the afreraft in
the PDR. “The PDR mentionad
that the autopilot disconnected. It
also mentioned a stall warning
and a flight control ECAM (Elec-
tronic Centralised Alrcraft Monk
tor) message.” said one of these

persons, requesting anonymity.

Sam Thomas, president of Adr-
line Pilots’ Association of India
(ALPA India), said the first officer
took control of the situation, citing
papers filed by the airline with the
aviation regulator.

“The pilots have followed the
rule book while crulsing. They
deckared PAN PAN so that medical
help is received as soon as they
land. The aircraft's technical
glitches were handled well and
within time by the first officer
while the PIC was not on his sear.
MAY DAY call was not necessi-
tated as the systems had recov-
ered,” Thomas said.

A second official said the matter
“Is being investigated considering
all the angles including suspected
techndcal glitch.™

The incident, which the civil
aviation ministry classified as seri-
o, is being investigated by the
AAIB as per Annexure 13 of the
International Civil Aviation Orga-
nization (ICAD).

“In accordance with ICAQ
Annex 13, Alrbus is providing tech-
nical assistance to the reléevant
Investigating authorities. We are
actively supporting the airline and
will provide further information as
it becomes available. A team of
spectalists is being dispatched to
assist with the investigation.” an
Adrbus spokesperson said. The
Alrbus team is likedv to arrive in
Drelhi on Tuesday night.

Alr India had reportedly written
to Alrbus about the technical
Issues. The airline’s spokesperson
did not comment on the develop-
ment citing ongoing probe. “As the
investigative process is ongoing,
Alr India cannot comment on any
findings or observations related to
the investigation. We will continue
to extend our full cooperation to
refevant authorities as required.”

the spokesperson said.
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‘Series of technical failures’ preceded 300-ft
plunge by Air India flight; probe continues

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The “momentary loss in al-
titude” of the Air India
flight from Phuket in Thai-
land to Delhi on August 4,
which injured 17 people
aboard, was preceded by a
cascade of failures involv-
ing the aircraft’s hydraulic
and flight-control systems,
said multiple sources fami-
liar with the matter, con-
tradicting the airline’s in-
itial artribution of the
incident to turbulence.
Flight AT 2379, underta-
ken in an Airbus A320neo
aircraft, experienced tech-
nical failures at cruising al-
titude nearly two-and-a-
half hours after take-off.
The sequence involved
low-pressure  indications

l "* FI

Aninjured passenger of Air India flight Al 2379 being assisted by

a medical personnel after arriving in New Delhi on August 4. AN

and failures affecting hy-
draulic systems, according
to a source who has re-
viewed the automated
post-flight maintenance re-
port. This was followed by
an autopilot disconnect
and simultaneous fault in-
dications affecting both the
left and right elevators,
which are the control sur-

faces that move the air-
craft’s nose up or down.
The A320neo has three
independent hydraulic sys-
tems that power critical
functions. The mainte-
nance report records fai-
lures and warning indica-
tions in the systems,
occurring either indivi-
dually or in combinations,

but affecting all three of
them, according to the
source. The report record-
ed nine such messages
within one minute. Several
pilots described the near-
simultaneous failure of
three of the hydraulic sys-
tems as extremely rare.

The Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau (AAIB)
is probing the incident and
has classified it as ‘serious’.
An Airbus team is expected
to arrive on Tuesday to as-
sist with the AAIB probe,
while France's aviation sa-
fety investigation authori-
ty, the Bureau of Enquiry
and Analysis for Civil Avia-
tion Safety, will also join
the investigation.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Al flight faced ‘technical
failures’ before plunge

As the aircraft in question pitched up during the
flight and a stall warning was triggered (indicating
loss of lift or height), one of the pilots took manual
control and attempted to push the nose down, ac-
cording to another Air India source familiar with
the sequence of events.

The pilot may have applied significant control
input while attempting to recover the aircraft, the
source said, causing the aircraft to lose around
300 feet of altitude in a matter of moments and
throwing passengers and crew upward.

The available technical records do not show
further fault messages after this sequence. Sourc-
es said this indicates that the flight-control sys-
tems recovered following the pilots’ intervention,
although the precise relationship between the
technical failures, the flight-control response and
the subsequent altitude excursion remain subject
Lo investigation.

The pilots decided to continue to Delhi rather
than divert to a nearby airport seemingly due to
the availability of better medical facilities for the
injured passengers as well as aircraft engineering
support.
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Air India A320 likely faced series
of snags; AAIB probe to shed light

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, August 10

THE AIR India Airbus A320 air-
craft that was involved in the
300-feet altitude-loss incident
last Tuesday (August 4) faced
some snags with the aircraft's
hydraulic and control systems
just before the incident in
which 17 passengers and cabin
crew memberswereinjured, ac-
cording to sources in the know.
While initially the incident
appeared to have been caused
primarily due to severe turbu-
lence, the indication of cascad-
ing technical snags has added
another dimension tothe inves-
tigation. The occurrence has
been classified as a“serious inci-
dent’, and is now being investi-
gated by the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB).

Sources said that Air India
has shared with Airbus details
of the technical issues that the
aircraft faced. A spokesperson
for the European aircraft
manufacturer said that a team
of specialists was being dis-
patched to India to assist with
the investigation.

“The investigation is being
conducted by the AAIB... Asthe
process is ongoing, Air India
cannot comment on any find-
ings or observations... We will
continue to extend our full co-
operation to authorities...,” said
an Air India spokesperson. “In
accordance withICAO (Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion) Annex 13, Airbusis provid-
ing technical assistance to the
authorities. We are actively sup-
porting the airline and will pro-
vide further information as it be-

comes available,” the Airbus
spokesperson said.

An Air India Airbus A320
aircraft was operating a flight
from Phuket to Delhi last Tues-
day which led to a sudden alti-
tudedropofabout 300 feetand
caused injuriestoa few passen-
gers and cabin crew members.
The government and the air-
line had initially attributed the
incident to severe turbulence.

The aircraft landed safely in
Delhi, and 17 people — 13 pas-
sengers and four crew members
— required hospital admission.
Theaircraft was carrying 137 pas-
sengers and eight crew
members. The plane was flying
over Odisha at an altitude of
about 36,000 feet when the inci-
dent occurred, asper flight track-
ing data. FULLREPORT ON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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The incident, which occurred an 4 ALgust, lefi saveral
passangers and caben crew members njured. e

Air India pilot faces
second dope test

hercommander of an Adr India Lid Dight tha
T hit severe D bence last week will undengoa

oo round of drug screening to confirm
whether he wasunder the influence ofanmy
payehonctive substance, sid o government
staterienl, Samjles have bien seiit to*the
desigmated lbsoratory for conlfirmatory anabysis, and
the final report is awaited,” the strtement sabd on
Sy, wlchisgg that the resulis will show IFany drug
ek may have affeoted Bis response as the aircmall
dropgaed 3060 feet mid-adr,

The incident, which occurred cn 4 August, ledt
serveral passergrers and cabin crew members
inmjured, India’s Airorall Accidents Tnvestigation
Foorean cpuickly linmched o prokse. Any safery
concern carries owlslzed wetght in India, wheere the
dhesekly crashy ofan Adr India Boeang Co, Dreamliner
last wemar still loeames lange, Forigeoming chicf
expcutive dficer Tewolde Gebremariam, one of thie
Ty pricrities s getting theairline's rmaround back
ontrack altera record loss of Y2200 crope (5223
billion) in the year ended 31 March 2026, Revenue
fell to 271870 crove I the year through March from
Trs M crarea vear earlier, the carvier's anmuaal
repor showed, BLOCMBERG
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‘DGCA records 889 serious

tech defects in flights last year’

The umber of serious defects stood at 487 & 528 in 2023
and 2022, respectivelyv. In 2021, the count was at 514

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Aviation watch-
dog DGCA recorded 889 seri-
ous technical defects in flights
compared to 6§92 such faults in
2024, according to official data.

The number of serious
defects recorded stood at 487
and 528 in 2023 and 2022,
respectively. In 2021, the count
was at 514,

These figures were shared
by Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol in
the Lok Sabha, as part of a writ-
ten reply on August 6.

The minister was respond-
ing to queries by Congress
member Shyamkumar Daulat
Barve.

According to  Mohol,
the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has laid down Civil Avia-
tion Requirements (CARs),
safety advisories, directives
and other regulatory instruc-
tions to ensure sate aircraft
operations.

“For monitoring compli-
ance, DGCA has a systematic
safety oversight mechanism
encompassing all aircraft and
airport operators.

“The safety oversight pro-
cess includes regulatory audits,

e

KEY POINTS

» Minister of State for Civil Aviation Murlidhar Mohol
said, DGCA has laid down Civil Aviation Requirements
ﬁCARsI, safety advisories, directives and other regulatory
instructions to ensure safe aircraft operations

» DGCA took action for safety violations related to airlines
& MROQ in 42 cases last year, while the count was at 31
in 2024, In 2023, the number stood at 24, and 7 and 1
in 2022 and 2021, respedtively, the data showed

night surveillance, ramp
inspections, spot checks and
s-ﬁecjal audits. DGCA publishes
the Annual Surveillance Plan
{ASP) on its website," he said.
According to the data,
DGCA took action for safety
violations related to airlines

and MRO (Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul) in 42
cases last year, while the count
was at 31 in 2024,

In 2023, the number stood
at 24, and 7 and 1 in 2022 and
2021, respectively, the data
showed.
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Govt: Dope test of turbulent
Al flight’s pilot ‘not negative’

Sent For
Confirmatory
Tests: Ministry

SaurabhSinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The captain of
Alr India’s Aug 4 Phuket-Del-
hi flight, which experienced a
sudden loss of altitude of
abhout 300 feet, was subjected
to a psychoactive substance
(dope) screening test on arriv-
al, whose result was “not neg-
ative” and has heen sent for
confirmatory tests, the avia-
tion ministry said Sunday

TOI had exclusively re-
ported on Sunday that the pi-
lot may have failed the dope
test,

The ministry has classi-
fied the incident, which led to
17 people being hospitalised,
as serious and said Aircraft
Accident Tnvestigation Bu-
reau (AAIB) will probe it
“Further action, as appropri-

File photo

Multiple passengers and cabin crew
members an board the Airbus A320
operating as Al 2379 were injured
when it suddenly lost altitude

ate, will be taken hased on the
outcome of the investigation
and confirmatory test re-
sults,” it said.

Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) rules
stipulate that “in case the
screening test (for psychoac-
tive substances) is non-nega-
tive, the employee shall be im-
mediately removed from the
safety sensitive duty tilla con-

firmatory report is received.
In case of positive confirma-
tory test for the first time, the
concerned employee shall be
referred by the organisation”
for de-addiction.

Multiple passengers and
cabin crew members on board
the Airbus A320 operating as
Al 2379 were injured when it
suddenly lost altitude. The
plane later landed safely in
Delhi.

Ay standard operating
procedures following such an
occurretice, both flisht crew
members underwent the pre-
scribed  psychoactive  sub-
stance screening test. The
sereening test in respect of
the pilot-in-command (PIC)
indicated a result requiring
confirmatory testing. Sam-
ples have accordingly been
sent to the designated labora-
tory for confirmatory analy-
sis, and the final report is
awaited,” the ministry state-
ment added.

Both the pilots have been

taken off flyingduty by DGCA
pending investigation.

Authorities are probing
this case from all angles, in-
cluding what caused the sud-
den loss of altitude, the hand-
ling of the event, impact on
the aircraft and whether it
should have flovwn all the way
to Delhi after the episode and
not diverted to some nearby
airportlike Varahasior Luck-
oW,

DGCA rules stipulate that
apilot testing positive for con-
sumption of psychoactive
substances for the first time
must be referred for de-addic-
tion and rehahilitation. Such
4 crew member can return for
active duties with a negative
dope test report.

After resuming flying, if
the same person tests positive
for psychoactive substances
again, the licence will be sus-
pended for three vears. If the
same person tests positive for
athird time, theflving licence
iscancelled.
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Airbus and French agency to

failure for a few seconds,

join probe into Phuket flight

Pilot Behaviour,
Technical Issues
Under Scanner

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: European aero-
space major Airbus and
France’s Bureau of Enquiry
and Analysis for Civil Avia-
tion Safety will join the probe
to establish what caused the
Air India A320 flying from
Phuket to Delhi with 145
aboard to suddenly lose alti-
tude by about 300ft last week,
injuring many on hoard.

Led by India’s Aircraft Ac-
cident Investigation Bureau
(AATR), the investigation isex-
amining the twin aspects of
the aircraft’s mechanical is-
sues and pilot behaviour, Ev-
cryonce TOI spoke to said what
happened mid-flisht was in-
deed “a close shave”. Luckily
the aireraft (Al 2379) landed
safcly at its destination, but 17
people had to be hospitalised.

A

S

The aircraft plunged 300ft, injuring many on board

Thecaptain’spsychoactive
substance screening test was
not negative, and the confir-
matory test result is not yet of-
ficially known. His behaviour
on board is under the scanner.
“One of the pilots fell in the
cockpit and had to be assisted
by cabin crew to get back on
his seat,” said a source. The
flight data recorder will reveal
mechanical failures, il any
and the cockpit voice recorder
will reveal what transpired on
theflight deck.

“Airbus is sending its team
to India, and they will reach by

Wednesday to inspect the air-
craft and work with Air India
and AAIB. Being a serious in-
cident, the investigator of the
original equipment manufac-
turer’s country (France inthis
case) is also coming,” said a
source. An Airbus official said
it is “providing technical as-
gistance to the investigating
authorities. We are actively
supporting theairline and will
provide further information
asitbhecomesavailable”.
Industry executives said
the A320 (VT-EX0) may have
suffered a triple hydrauwlic

which is rare. This system us-
es a fluid under pressure to
drive machinery or move me-
chanical components to pow-
er critical elements like wheel
brakes, nose wheel steering,
landing gear retraction/ex-
tension and flight control sur-
faces. Itis also learnt the auto-
pilot became disengaged dur-
ing that tumultuous time fora
few seconds, and the aircraft
even got a stall warning, A pi-
lot then steadied the aircraft
by pushing the nose down.

AT said it can’t “comment
on any findings or observati-
ons related to the investiga-
tion” as it “is being conducted
by AATIB” and that the airline
“will continue to extend ouwr
full cooperation to authorities
as required”. The flight data
recorder will reveal the time-
stamps of the sequence of
events — whether the alleged
transient hydraulic failure oc-
curred because of the airer-
aft’s rapid descent or whether
the aircraft firstentered an air
pocket and subsequent turbul-
ence caused hydraulic failure.
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