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Modified UDAN scheme aims to
add 100 airports; launch on June 20

]
Rohit Vaid
Miwr Dl

The Centre is set to laanch
the next 2 of its regional
aviation thl L‘:IJI.rI'I.E,p'il.':iI'J‘I
the modified UDAN scheme
expected to be ovelled Iw
Prime  Minister Marendra
Modi in Kolkata on June 200

Accordingly, the modified
Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS)-UDAN will
be implemented over a 10-
vear peried from FY2Z7 1w
FY36 and is backed by a
budgetary outlay of £28.840
crore aimed af expanding air
conmectivicy to underserved
and unserved reglons acrozs
the conntry.

In March 2026, the Unlon
Cabiner approved the modi-
fied UDAN framework,

which seeks w daephen re-
ional connectiviry while ad-
ing several operational

and  Infrastricture chal-
lenges encountered during
earlier phases of the scheme.
Notably, busimessline was
the first to report on the peo-

posed revamp of the UDAN
scheme and it key contours
ahead of Cabiner approval.

REGIONAL SUPPORT
Under the approved struc-
mre, the scheme alms 1o con-
nect 120 addirkomal destina-
taoms and facilivate alr travel
for nearly four crore passen-
gers over the next decade.

A key featuse of the pro-

Is the development
of 10 new airports from ex-
lsting wunserved airstrips
through a challenge-based
approach  bmvolving  state
EOVEETIMEenIs.

Moreover, projects will be
prioritised based on factors
such ag state support, infra-
structure readiness and re-
ghonal development
requirements.

Besides, the scheme pro-
poses operation f:nd maln-
temance support for approx-
imarely ﬁﬁ&rmimmen w
improve long-term sustain-
abllity of regional aviarion
Infrasrructure.

The modified framework
dlso Ineludes the develog-

AFFORDADLE AWLATMOMN. in March 2024, the Union Cabinet

e ——~

approved the modified LDWN framewark, as it proposes to
suppart 441 asradromes across the country s isas

ment of 200 modern
hali I hilly, remote, is-
i and asplrational ns
with an o':mlny of T%.T;ﬁi
crose, aimed at str hen-
ing last-mile connecrivicy
and eMErgency response
capablilities.

REVISED FRAMEWORK

Furthermaoee, o improve the
viahility of reglonal routes,
the scheme provides $10,043
crore towards viabllity gap
funding (VGF) support for

sidine operators over the
next 10years.

Soarces had carller told
Tusfuessiine thar the revised
framework is expected o ex-
tend VGF support from: the
exisring three-vear period 1o
five years, with a taperi
s gl o MT’;
airdines gradually transiction
routes twwards commercial
sustainability while ng
fares affordahle for a longer
durathon,

In addition, the scheme

NEW ROUTES.The ¥28,840-crore programme to focus on underserved regions and helipads in the next decade

incorporates support for mn-
digenous aviation capacity
through the proposed ae-
quisition of tao HAL Dhruy
helicopeers for Pawan Hans
and Two HAL Dornler alr-
craft for Alllance Alr under
the Asrmanirbhar Bharat
Infrkarive.

The revised framework
also seeks w bring alrport
development and route de-
velopment under a single
umbrefla, while address
bottlenecks related o land
acquilsitkon, alreraft availab-
iliry, leasing arrangements,

[enance  sup and
regulatn ey appros

Launched in 2016 under
the Marlonal Chvil Aviation
Policy, UDAN was designed
1o muake reglonal alr trave] af-
fordable  while
aviation access bevond ma-
jor merropolitan contres.

As of March 31, 2026, a
total of 663 routes had been
operstionalised under the
scheme, The programme has
connected 95 aerodromes,
including 17 hell anid
o wagraﬂn&nﬂpgﬁ
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RGIA ramp policy,
overstay charges
trigger drivers’ ire

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 9

Cab drivers ferrying pas-
sengers to Rajiv Gandhi
International  Airport
have raised strong objec-
tions to the newly intro-
duced overstay charges
and the eight-minute
drop-off policy at the air-
port ramps. The Telan-
gana Gig and Platform
Workers' Union issued a
statement condemning
the move, calling it unfair
and impractical.

The union argued that
the policy is anti-driver,
given the heavy traffic
congestion on airport
ramps, delays in luggage
handling, elderly passen-
gers requiring assistance,
and frequent network or
payment glitches. Under
the current system, vehi-
cles exceeding eight min-
utes are charged between
2250 and 2500, adding
severe financial strain on
Ola, Uber and Rapido
drivers already strug-
gling with rising fuel
costs, low earnings from
airport trips, and long
waiting hours.

® CAB DRIVERS have
opposed airport's eight-
minute free drop-off limit
and steep overstay char-
ges, demanding revisions
and warning of a boycott
if authorities fail to
address their concerns
over traffic delays.

“Drivers cannot be
penalised for delays
caused by poor traffic
management and opera-
tional issues at the air-
port,” the union said. It
demanded a minimum
free drop-off time of
10-15 minutes, immediate
review and reduction of
overstay penalties,
improved traffic manage-
ment at entry and exit
ramps, and exemption
from penalties during
congestion or technical
delays.

The union, which has
submitted a representa-
tion to the authorities,
warned that if the con-
cerns are not addressed

mrggth'. drivers may be

to boycott airport
trips in protest.
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Noida Airport
conducts flight
turnaround trial

MOIDA

INTERMATIOMAL
E AIRFORT on

Waednesday said it

has successfully cond ucted
a full-scale aircraft
I-..rna':i.nr.l'.ri.'ll.:'. |1.1rr ofits
operational readin

activatio _1 Era .11

[ORAT] pmgmmmu :|hca-:|
ofthe commencemeant of
commercial oper A'ID"
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NO INS BAAZ EXPANSION | Dual-use facility at
Chingen will anchor India’s military reach and
maritime surveillance near Malacca Strait

13K cr Nicobar
airport cleared

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar

NEW DELHI

The Centre has approved the
construction of a $13,000-crore
greenfield airport at Chingen
near Galathea Bay in Great
Nicobar Island, marking a sig-
nificant strategic shift in Indin’s
plans for the Andaman and
Nicobar archipelago. The pro-
posed airpart, which will serve
both military and civilian avi-
ation requirements, will re-
place an earlier proposal to
expand the existing Indian
Navy air station, INS Baaz, at
Camphbell Bay.

The decision forms a eritical
component of the ambitious
T81,000-crore  Great  Nicobar
Project, one of the largest infra-
structure initiatives currently
underway in the country. Con-
ceived as a strategic maritime,
logisties and economic hub, the
project seeks to leverage Great
Nicobar’s proximity o one of
the world’s busiest sea lanes
while simultaneously strength-
ening India's defence pasture in
the eastern Indian Ocean.

Government and defence
sources said extensive studies
had concluded that extending

Officials found that runway expansion at
Campbell Bay could have a greater impact
on tribal settlements, forests and wildlife
habitats than constructing an entirely new
airport at Chingen near Galathea Bay

the existing 4,500-foot runway
at INS Baaz to approximately
10,000 feet was neither oper-
ationally nor enviranmentally
feasible. The proposed expan-
sion faced significant challenges
arising from terrain limitations,
navigational constraints and the
need for substantial supporting
infrastructure.

Officials also found that run-
way expansion at Campbedl
Bay could have a greater im-

pact on tribal settlements, for-
ests and wildlife habitats than
constructing an entirely new
airport at Chingen near Gala-
thea Bay,

As a result, the government
has chosen to pursue a green-
field airport capable of accom-
modating both civilian and
military atreraft, while provid-
ing greater flexibility for future
expansion.

CONTIMUED OM HATIDN

¥13k cr Nicobar...

Acearding to Ministrv of Defence sources, the sir-
port will rematn unider the operational control of
the Indian Navy. Airside operations and air traffic
cantrul will be managed by the Navy, while the
Airports Authority of India (AAD will oversee
civillan passenger terminals and commercial -
ation operations

The project = expecied o be completed within
five years.

The strategic significance of the decision
extends far beyund aviation infrustructure. Great
Nicobar cceupies a unigue position in the castern
Indian Ocean, lying close to the western
spproaches of the Malacen Strait, ane of the
woild's most eritical maritime chokepolnts con-
necting the Indian Dcean with the South China
Sea,

A substantial share of global container traffic.
ntermational rade and energy shipmens a-
verses these waters, Security planners hove long
viewed Great Nicobar as a crucial vaniage point
for monitoring maritime sctivity and enhancing
India’s surveillance capabilities In a reglon
increasingly wimessing geapolitical competition.

Officlals believe the new airport will signifi-
cantly improve Indiz’s maritime domain awane-
ness, military logistics capability and rapid
deployment potential. It will also strengthen
India’s ability o monkor shipping movements
along the Exst-West international shipping route
located roughly 40 nawtical miles from the island

Government officials argue that the project will
help reduce India's dependence on foretgn trans-
shipment ports  while  simultaneously
strengthening natlonal security mfrastructure ina
sirategically sensitive region

The latsst decision also comes amid a renewed
political controversy surrounding the Great
Nicobar Project

Congress leader and Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhl recently eriticised
the project during a visit to the Andamosn and
Nicobar Islands and through a posi on social
media platform X. Gandhi questioned the govern-
ment's assertian thit the project was driven pri-
marily by defence considerations.

Government and defence sources, however,
reject the sugpestion that the project i primarily
commerdal in pature. They muintain that stre-
tegic fmperatives have beeni cential to planmning
from the outset. Officials point to growing geo-
political ¢ompetiticn in the Indo-Pacific and the
need for Indin to enhance its military reach, sar-
veillanee network and logistical capabilities in the
region.

Sources further emphasise that environmental
clearances were grunted after detailed assess-
ments and that only a small proporton of the
istand's wtal ares would be utilised for the project
They also argue that the decision o abandon the
INS Baaz expansion itsell demanstrates that envi-
ronmental and ecological considerations were
taken (nto secount during the planning process.

For the government, the new airport represents
fir more than an avistion facility. It s envistoned as
a strategic asset that will anchor Indias maritime

ambitlins (0 the eastern Indian Ocean, support
military operations near one of the world's busiest
shipping corridars and provide the eriteal infra-
structure  necessary for transforming  Great
Nicobar into & major economie and security hih,
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Noida airport cargo
ops to start June 17

Vinod Rajput

hireportersi hindustantimes com

HOIDA: The first cargo flight
from the upcoming Noida Inter-
national Airport in Jewar will
take off on June 17, Noida Inter-
matiomal Airport Limited (NLIAL)
announced Wednesday. The
flight will be domestic, and the
carge flight schedule will be
released soon, officials said.
Prepamtions for the event are
heing finalised ahead of the com-
menoement of regular cargo ser-
vices scheduled for July, accord-
ing to officials who asked not to
be identified, adding that Air

Indin SATS (AISATS) = the com-
pany developing the cargo ser-
wice = is working to bald its net-
work up to Europe.

“Neoida Airport’s cargp service
will prowe to be a boon not only
for Uttar Pradesh but for all of
north India,” said Shailendra
Bhatia, nodal officer of NIAL the
state govermment body set up for
developing the airport.

To be sure, regular commer-
cial flights from the airport are
schedoled to begin on June 15,

Officials said AISATS has
developed a cargo hub spread
over about 80 acres at the Noida
Airport.
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CREDAI supports Parandur
project, says second airport

for Chennai is necessary

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

The Confederation of Real Estate
Developers’ Associations of India
(CREDAI) has stressed the need for
a second airport for Chennai, argu-
ing that the city risks losing invest-
ment and economic opportunities if
aviation infrastructure is not ex-
panded.

“The question is no longer
whether Chennai needs a second in-
ternational airport. The real ques-
tion is whether the city can afford to
delay it any further,” said P. Kruthi-
vas, president-elect, CREDAI Chen-
nai, and managing director, Push-
kar Properties Private Limited.

“We are already late. Many air-
lines are shifting their operations to
Bengaluru. Air France has already
exited Chennai. Cathay Pacific,
which earlier operated daily flights
between Chennai and Hong Kong,
has reduced its services. All this is
happening because the current air-
port lacks the capacity to support
further growth,” he said.

To a query on the Parandur pro-
ject, Mr. Kruthivas said: “We need a
second airport. There is no doubt
about that. As for Parandur, it
makes more sense. It has taken us
three to five years to reach this
stage. If we scrap the project now,
how will that benefit anyone? Build-
ing an airport is not like building a
highway. It takes years and cannot
be done overnight.”

He highlighted that a substantial
amount of land had already been
acquired in Parandur. “Ecological
concerns must certainly be exa-
mined. But sustainability and
growth have to go hand in hand,” he
said. “The Parandur site is strategi-
cally located along the Chennai-
Bengaluru industrial corridor, with
significant electronics, automobile,
and warehousing activity nearby. It

The Parandur site is strategically
located along the
Chennai-Bengaluru industrial
corridor, with significant
electronics, automobile, and
warehousing activity nearby

P. KRUTHIVAS
CREDAI Chennai president-elect

is also supported by planned infras-
tructure, including Outer Ring Road
and Chennai Metro Rail Phase II ex-
tension up to Thirumazhisai. More-
over, the site is only about 65 km
from Chennai,” Mr. Kruthivas point-
ed out.

At risk of saturation

According to data shared by CRE-
DAI, even after ongoing upgrades
increase capacity to 35 million pas-
sengers per annum, industry obser-
vers and government projections in-
dicate that the Chennai airport
could approach saturation between
2028 and 2032. Several structural
constraints make further large-scale
expansion difficult. These include li-
mited runway expansion possibili-
ties, dense urban surroundings,
peak hour slot congestion, limited
aircraft parking bays, and increas-
ing cargo pressure.

A larger aviation hub would allow
Chennai to attract more interna-
tional airlines, expand long-haul di-
rect connectivity, and improve car-
go movement efficiency. It will also
help compete more effectively with
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Dubai, and
Singapore for regional traffic. Im-
proved connectivity directly im-
pacts exports, tourism, internation-
al business travel, and global
investor perception, Mr. Kruthivas
added.
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Govt. mulls capping airport
‘bundles’ for privatisation

Limiting the number of bundles that can be awarded to a single bidder at 2 to 3, or roughly 5to 6
airports, for the third round of privatisation involving 11 airports is aimed at preventing ‘oligopoly’

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he Ministry of Civil
T Aviation has pro-
posed capping the

number of airport bundles
that can be awarded to a
single bidder at “two to
three bundles”, or roughly
five to six airports, for the
third round of airport priv-
atisation involving 11 air-
ports, in order to prevent
an “oligopoly”.

The move comes even
as the Adani Group, which
had no presence in airport
operations till a decade
ago, has grown to become
the country’s largest priv-
ate airport operator.

The recommendation
was made last week in res-
ponse to queries raised by
government departments
represented on the Public
Private Partnership Ap-
praisal Committee
(PPPAC), which is review-
ing the Ministry of Civil
Aviation’s proposal to priv-
atise 11 airports that was
submitted in December
2025, according to a per-

Holding sway: Adani Group acquired GVK's majority stake in Navi
Mumbai and Mumbai airports, expanding its portfolio to eight. PTI

son familiar with the mat-
ter.

“It is important to en-
sure other bidders have a
fair opportunity to partici-
pate. Otherwise, it could
discourage future invest-
ment in the sector,” the
person added.

The 11 airports pro-
posed for privatisation
have been grouped into
five bundles, each com-
prising a mix of metro and
non-metro airports to im-
prove the commercial via-
bility of smaller airports.
The bundles are: Amritsar
and Kangra; Varanasi,

Kushinagar and Gaya; Bhu-
baneswar and Hubli; Rai-
pur and Aurangabad; and
Trichy and Tirupati.

The committee also
sought clarifications on a
range of issues including
the minimum capital ex-
penditure requirements
for each airport bundle to
ensure that smaller air-
ports receive adequate in-
vestment and do not suffer
from neglect.

If the constituent de-
partments of the PPPAC
are satisfied with the Minis-
try’s responses, it may
grant an in-principle ap-

proval. In February 2019,
during the second round of
airport privatisation, the
Adani Group emerged as
the successful bidder for
all six airports on offer. At
the time, the conglomerate
had no prior experience in
operating airports.

In July 2019, The Hindu
reported that the PPPAC
had brushed aside key re-
commendations made by
the Department of Eco-
nomic Affairs and the NITI
Aayog to improve the crite-
ria for selection of bidders,
which included capping
the number of airports that
can be awarded to a single
player to two, as well as
prior airport operational
and management expe-
rience.

Later, the Adani Group
also acquired GVK’s major-
ity stake in Mumbai and
Navi Mumbai airports, ex-
panding its airport portfo-
lio to eight facilities. To-
gether, these airports
handle around 78 million
passengers annually, ac-

counting for nearly 25% of
India’s air traffic.
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Noida Airport completes flight trial,
decks cleared for launch next week

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

THE Moida International Air-
port (NIA) carried out a sue-
pessful flight trial on Tuesday
ahead of the scheduled launch
of commercial operations on
June 15. The trial involved us-
ing an IndiGo plane to assess
the co-ordination of multiple
aspects of the operation that
will facilitate the launch.

The airport authorities said
in an official release said, “The
NIA suecessfully conducted a
full-scale aireraft turnaround
trial on June 8 as part of itz Op-
erational Readiness, Activation
and Transition (ORAT) pro-
gramme, in eollaboration with
IndiGo and key airport part-
ners, The trial simulated a com-
plete aircraft turnaround on
the airside, testing the end-to-
end coordination of systems,
processes and stakeholders.”

The exercise included the use

and validation of critical infra-
structiire, such as visual dock-
ing guidance systems, passen-
ger boarding bridges and
ground power as well as inte-
grated baggape handling and
cargo processes, the alrport au-
thorities said.

“In-flight catering and other

ground handling activities
were also tested, with refuel-
ling scenarios evaluated as part
of the operational prepared-
ness framework. As a part of
the trial, re-validation of the
Instrument Landing System
(ILS) and Required Navigation
Performance (RNP) approach
procedurss was conducted,”
the release added. The turna-
round trial forms part of a se-
ries of advanced ORAT exer-
cises, which are designed to
ensure seamless coordination
across all operational interfac-
es ahead of the commencement
of commercial operations,
which iz set for Monday

Dubai passengers forced to travel by bus to Delhi

Thunderstorms on Tuesday night forced diversion of 15 incoming
flights, including Spicelet’s Dubai-Delhi flight 56 5106 carmrying 63
passengers, to Jaipur. The airline later used a bus to help passengers
complete their journey after the cockpit crew exceeded permissible
flight duty hours and could not legally operate the flight further.
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Noida Airport conducts full-scale
turnaround trial with IndiGo

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Noida

Noida International Airport
on Wednesday said it has
successfully conducted a
full-scale aircraft turn-
around trial as part of its
operational readiness, acti-
vation and transition (ORAT)
programme ahead of the
commencement of com-
mercial operations.

According to a statement
issued by the airport, the
trial was conducted on June
9 in collaboration with
IndiGo and key airport part-
ners to simulate a com-
plete aircraft turnaround
process on the airside.

The greefield airport is set
to commence commercial
operations with domestic
flights from June 15.

The exercise tested coor-
dination between various
systems, processes and
stakeholders, including crit-
ical airport infrastructure,
such as visual docking guid-
ance systems (VDGS), pas-
senger boarding bridges
and ground power systems.

VDGS is an automated
airport display system to
guide pilots to safely and
precisely park their aircraft
at the terminal gate.

The trial also covered
integrated baggage han-
dling, cargo operations,
in-flight catering and
other ground handling
activities, while refuelling
scenarios were evaluated
as part of operational pre-
paredness, the statement
said. Re-validation of the

Instrument Landing
System (ILS) and Required
Navigation Performance
(RNP) approach proce-
dures was also carried
out during the exercise,
it added.

The airport said the turn-
around trial was part of a
series of advanced ORAT
exercises aimed at ensuring
seamless coordination
across operational inter-
faces before the start of
commercial operations.
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As flights begin at Noida airport on
]une 15, cabs only way to get there

Ll :Immrmhu.n:mn

Nobda: The only way to get to
Noida Tnternational Airport
will e by cab or private car
when commercial Nights be-
gin on June 15 With metro
links missing and the city's
proposed electric bus service
vel 1o become operatlonal,
connectivity to the airport
will ke fully dependent on the
aggrogator feet.

The airport is over G5km
from the populated parts of
Noida and east Delhi, which
will be its prime catchment ar
eas in NCR. App fares checked
on Wednesday ranged  be
tween Rs B and Rs 14060

Noida International Air
gt Ldmited (NEAL) sadd 1t s
stepping up coordination
with cab aggregators to en
sure seambess transport con-
nectivity when commerecial
operations begin, Dedicated
pick-up and drop-ofl stands
for cabs and bike taxls hive
heen developed at the airport,
although app-besed cals bayve
not vet been deployed.

NIAL nodal officer Shal-
lemidra Bhatia told TOT that cab
services will be available from
the lirst day of oporations
“MNobdn International Airport
will offer passengers a wide
range of mobility options, in-
cluding airport taxis, cab ag
grogators and electricaircon
ditioned buses, with ample
parking facilithes to ensure &
smadth travel experience, We
are ooondinating with differ
ent stakeholders and these f-
will be available from
"l sald

MIAL has the-ups with Ma-
Iinctra Moty Uber; Ofa, and
Rapidoeforapp-based bookings
from the launch day. Uber con
firmed it will be live from day
ang, with dedicated pick-up
anad drop off gones and o ruoge
of ride options, inchuding b
o G, Premier and Dber XL,
as well as howrly and outsts-
tlon ook ngs.

Rapido said rides will ini-
tially be serviced by drivers al-
ready operating n Nolda amd
surrounding areas “As de-

| Noida city _
Centre Glkm 6075 min (

| Film Clty B5km G560 min

| ndirapuram  71km  80-35 min \
Crossings
Republk &7 km 85-100 min vl e

|Faicabad Sk T5%0min | gk e
South D hiours, especially
Extension T8km -110min | for destinataons

| Mayur Vikar | TDkm

mand grows, wewill assess the
need for a dedicated oot Fare
structures will remain consis-

fent with those at other air
ports,” 8 spokesperson said.
Mahindra Loglsties Mo
bility did not respond tocalls,
bt s likely to roll out kerb-
shde plectric axh services
Besides app-hased cab ag-
gregators, Nobda taxi drivers
also told TOI that they would
provide servieas (o the alr
port from key areas of the
city Shivposjan Yadme, who
operates  near  Botanieal
Garden metro station, said
the fare from Botanieal Gar
den to the airport currently
ranges betwesn s 500 and Rs
700, “Since Mights haven't
started, we harely get book-
Ings for Jewar Not many driv-
ers take the trip becanse find-

Ing a return passenger 18 dif-
ficult. Once the flights start,
the situation will improve
and things should fall inko
place,” he said.

Another driver, Haman,
sl he would prefer the Moi-
da sdrport run w 1GHalrport
The distance from Botanical
Garden to Moida alrport is 65
km against d0km to 1GI, but
the journey times are comps-
rable. “We can reach Noida
airport in about in hour and
a half via the Noida and Ya
muna expressways, Covering
0 km to 1G] often takes the
sarme ime or more becatse of
the jams on the way,™ he said.

Mokla  Authority  and
UPSETC wre also to roll out a
fleet of 100 air-conditioned
vlectrie buses 10 lmprove
city-wide connectivity with

' HOW FAR IS NOIDA AIRPORT FROM \'IJI.II[ I'IOHE

the airport corrvidor among
its priority roates. On
Wednesday, around 0 new
buses arrived al the Sector 90
depot. Dfficials said thebuses
will begin serving the alrpori
route within the week.

Nolds  Autharity CED
Krishnin Karunesh said charg-
ing infrastructure at the depot
& boing sel up in parallel
“Routes and fares have already
b Mineilised. We expoct bus
services to beooms operation
ala few days hefore the airport
starts commorcial flight oper
ations,” hesnid.

Foi the first phase of oper
ations. however, the burden
of last-mile connectivity will
fall syuarely on the cab aggre
gator ecosystem and on the
pokigthly 20,000 registered cab
drivers across Nojda
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Splce]et delays pilots’ pay amid fund crunch

Spéceler has delayed salary
PIVMENLS [0 many of 8 pi-
lote since March, intermal
messages seen by Rewfers
show, as the cash-strapped
carrler gald it is seeking an
emergency hoan under a gov-
ernment-backed credic
scheme to help stabilise
Operations.

Spiceler  was  Indla’s
second-largest domestic car-
rier by market shoare i 2019,

i hly 15 per cont
of pussengers, but fhat has
5Lnr:e fallen 1o a fourth-place

ghave of 34 per cent. Is
long-sranding finamscial
rouhles have been worsened
by the West Asia conflict,
which les pushed up fuel
prices and restricred alr-
Epace access, pressures that
have also hix Larger rivals In-
ditGo and Alr Indka. Spiceler
had 375 pllats as of Masch
and hos had salary payments
pending for several months,
:mmrdugmnmpjlma amd
a Rewters review of chars
from a What with
maore than lﬁnﬁmlbewfs, in-
cluding pilots who fiv Boeln,
:JJ.rn:ralEPmd ar least un%
senbor alriine official.

lnmmegﬁz Spicelet’s
Senior Viee President of
Flight Operations, Virendra
Malhotra, wrote on May 26
that he was aware “that all of
vou are going through a diffi-
cult phﬁeuﬁhlg tgﬂr:]m delay
in salary disbursement” and
said the babance of Fehruary
galaries would be released
shorthy. “These are testl
tlmgh,mdnubr.lmﬂm}' a“rE
Temporary.”

In response, one pllot said
the mes was “reassur-
ing”, bur asked if there was
any timeline for release of
March, April and May salar-
(=

Asked for comment, Mal-
hiotra told Reuters na What-
aApp message, “I categoric-
ally deny having isswed any
such communicarion.”

PAYMENT DELAYS

In a staternent to Reaters,
Spicelet acknowledged there
had been payment delays.
“Employes payments cos-
rinue to be dishirsed

in a phaged manner, congist-
ent with the process fol-
lowed over the past several
months, and a majority of
employees have already been
paid for March,” the airline
sakd.

The WhatsApp messages
reviewed by Reufers show
the impaet on pilors' daily
lbves, ar a dme when eon-
cemns are mounting glokally
around  pilot farigue and
mental health. “Managing

¢ o day ex o5 feas b
ﬁl‘t‘lf really ﬁ-ﬂlﬂ?\' challen-
gingand ave i srage
where we are having to seek
assistance from others
marage essential financial
commirments,” the pilor
Wrole in 3 message

India’s aviarion regulator
did not respond to Reuters
‘_Iugriua on Spiceler’s salary
JECIITE
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No plans to take up another full-time
executive role: Air India CEO Wilson

L= -}
Press Trust of india
B e Jana o

Alr India’s foundations have
been rebuilc over the last
fouwr vears, but non-delivery
of alrerafi on schedule sigmi-
ficantly Impacted wihi
and fAeer modernisa

cording to the airling’s out-
going CEOQ  Camphbell
Wilson

In an mterview with PTI,
Wilson, who is ser to step
dowm as the CEO and MD of
Alr India later this vear, sald
Tve s o plans w upan-
other full-rime exeourive

The loss-making airline, is
in the midst of an ambizioos
transformarion plan but has
been facing maulriple

Degeribing the josrney at
Alr Indka as fantasric and in-
credible, Wilson menthoned
various efforts, including the
culrural Transformarion,
merger of four airfines,
rebranding and upgrading
the product, which Is well
wnderway.

Outgaing &ir India CEO
Campbell Wilson

On April 7, Alr India an-
nounced the resignation of
Wilson as CEO and MD. A
New Zealander, he was ap-
pointed o the robe i May
2022,

FUTURE PLANS

On his foture plans, Wilson
gaid he was not going o do
another airline  execurive
role.

“I'm poing to step back
fram I-oime  executive
work, and (look ar) advisory
board (role), adjunct lectur-
ing that sort of thing™ he
said, addirg thar he ks willing
10 S AITOE YOLy

‘Wilson ?.ulll rgeanwpemﬁhe
current robe wnril his sue-
cessor 8 announced and in

place, “I think | have learned
a lot aver my 30 vears in avi-
arion kn different councries,
different companies," he ad-
ded.

The next challenge for Alr
India would be expansion, a8
the nent phase would see de-
Inveries af the bulk of the 670
alreraft, Wilson ssid.

When asked whether
therewera any regrers, heas-
serted thar it was a shame
that the aircraft that Alr In-
dia had ordered were not de-
livered on schedule.

The =econd TegTeL,
Wikson sald, w-a_sbvic mﬁtgpl:;
chaln constralmts on gesars,
particularty first and busi-
ness class sears, which have
delayed the airline's retrofic
of exsting wide-body albr-
eraft by absout two years.

Currently, Alr India has
184 planes, including 34 Boa-
ing 7875 or Dreamliners and
6 A350a. There are also 19
Boelng 777-300 ERs.

Two new Boeing TH7-Os
have joined the fleet, and the:
retrofit of Boeing 777-300
ERs |s expected to start in
mid-2027
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A year of A-I crash: Families seek permission

to hold candlelight vigil at disaster site

DEEPAK PATEL
Miessi Diafhi, 30 June

Families of Air India{A-T}crash
victims have asked the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Burean
(AATE) for permis=ion tohold a
candlelight vigil at the Alim1
crash site in Ahmedabad on
Fridayevening to mark the first
anniversary of the disaster,
Business Standard hes loarnt
“Wie have been emailing and
visiting different povernment
offices in Ahmedabad for per-
mission. Today, the officer in
chargeof Meghani Magarpolice
station informed us that the
area is underthe AAIB. and per-

mission should be sought from
your (AAIBR%) office,” stated
Bhavesh Hirpara, who lost his
parents in the plane crash, asa
representative of the “family
members of the victims™,

Hirpara sent this email ear-
lier this week to the AATE. The
Ministry of Civil Aviation
[MoCA) did not immediately
respondio Business Standord s
request for comment.

Ailr India’s Ali71 flight —
which was heading to London
on June 12 last year — crashed
shortly after take-off from
Ahmedabad airport, killing 241
people on board and 19 on the
ground, with only one survivor.

Hirpara wrote to AAIR: “We
kindly request your permissian
to visit the Ali71 crash site in
Meghani Magar, Ahmedabad,
on June 12, 2026, from 515 pm
to & pm, to pay tribute to our
loved onies.”

He said that around 150
family members and relatives
were expected to attend.

“We ondy wish to stand out-
gide the crash site, obhserve
silence, light candles, and pray
for our loved ones. We do not
wish toenter the crash site”

Hirpara said it would be a
“peaceful and respectful’
tribute and that the vichims®
[amilies would fully follow all

instructions issued by the
AAIR, the police department,
and other authorities.

“We kindly request you to
grant us permission. If this
matterisunder any other awth-
ority, pleaseguideustothe cor-
rect person ar office,” he addied.

The preliminary report on
the crash was released by the
AAIB on July 12 last year. The
repaort stated that both engine
fuel control switches on the
Boeing 787-8 aircraft “transi-
tioned”™ from the “*run” posi-
tion to “cut off” just three
seconds after take-off, leading
to & sudden dual-engine
power loss.
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ATF prices rise 10%
as oil firms roll out
Ed pricing

Non-participating
airlines could
face higher costs
during spikes

tional rates rise,

Sources said the scheme
is completely voluntary, and
airfines will have to take a eall
if theywant to participateinit.

Under the voluntary
scheme, participating airlines
will paya fixed free-on-board
(FOB) benchmark price of Rs

——
B6.32 per litre, plus airport
charges, oil company margins

NEW DELHI, PTI andapplicable taxes, resulting
in an effective selling price of

viation Turbine Fuel
(ATF) pricées were
ised by around 108

on Tuesday, as state-owned

Rs 115 per litre in Delhi, Rs
114.5 in Mumbai and Rs 139
in Chennai.

The new rate compares

fuel retailersrolled outaprice  with a below-market level

stahilisation regime, offering
domestic airlines a fixed fuel
rate for up to three vears, ina
move aimed arshielding carri-
ers and passengers from sharp
swings in global oil prices.

Jet fuel for domestic air-
lines will now cost Rs 115 per
litre, up from Rs 104.927,
sources said. The new rate
will be locked in for up tw
three years for airlines that
opt to participate in the gov-
ernment-backed price stabi-
lisation scheme.

Airlines that do not opt
for the scheme will pay mar-
ket-linked prices, currently
around Rs 142 per litre, sim-
ilar to international carners,

Those opting into the price
stabilisation scheme will con-
e to receive ATF at Rs 115
per litre, insulated from glob-
al benchmark fluctuations.
While non-participating car-
riers will benefit from price
declines, they will also face
higher costs when interna-

of about Bs 105 per litre in
Delhi, which had remained
unchanged for more than
wo months after the govern-
ment allowed only a partial
pass-throughof higher global
fuel coststriggered by the out-
break ofthe West Asia conflict
in late February. The freeze
had led to losses for OMCs
on ATF, similar to pressures
seenin petrol, diesel and LPG

Segments.

Toaddress these losses, the
Union Cabinet approved a Rs
10,000-crore price stabilisa-
tionscheme aimed atcapping
ATF prices and shielding air-
lines from volatility linked to
geopolitical tensions, while
also supporting the financial
health of state-owned oil com-
panies. Under the scheme,
whenever global benchmark
pricesrise above the base rate
of Rs 86.32, the government
will provide an interest-free
advance toOMCs to cover the
difference.
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Subject Expert Exits

A’bad Crash Probe
Over Differences

An official says subject
matter experts are not
required to be part of
the entire probe process

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: A pilot who had been
roped inasaconsultanttoassistthe
investigation into the Ahmedabad
aircraft crash has stepped away
from the inquiry following disagre-
ements over the probe process,
people closetohimtold ET.

R S Sandhu, a veteran pilot bro-
ughtinasasubjectmatter expertby
the investigating panel, isnolonger
part of the team after recusing
himself over differences, they said.

While he has not submitted a re-
signation letter, they said Sandhu
has not attended any meetings sin-
ce January and does not intend to
participate in future proceedings.

The Press Information Bureau
(PIB)and GVG Yugandhar, director
general of the Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau (AAIB)
—which is leading the probe into
the Boeing 787 crash on June 12 last
year that killed 260 people — did not
respond to queries on the matter
despite repeated reminders.

Sandhu declined to comment.

A senior government official, ho-
wever, disputed the suggestion, sa-
ying subject matter experts are
not required to be part of the enti-
re probe process and are called in
as and when required. “When the
investigator-in-charge feels it ne-
cessary, he will seek inputs from
the expert. Sandhu’s inputs were
recorded,” he said.

Subject matter experts are not
part of the main panel but provide
inputs in their areas of expertise.
As part of the inquiry process, the
AATB had roped in experienced pi-
lots, engineers, aviation medicine
specialists, psychologists and flight
recorder specialists,

Sandhu was brought in to con-
sult the flight operations group be-

fon P2 ﬁm‘ﬁ
TOI/FILE PHOTO
cause of his experience operating
the Boeing 787. The flight opera-
tions group is responsible for col-
lecting facts and examining the
actions of the pilots.

The alleged differences undersco-
re the complexity of the investiga-
tion into one of the deadliest avia-
tion crashes. While a preliminary
report published last year did not
explicitly say so, it indicated the
crash may have been the result of
human action.

It said that seconds after take-off,
the fuel control switches on both
engines briefly moved from run' to
'‘cut off, severing fuel supply and
causing aloss of power.

These switches control fuel flow to
the engines. On modern aircraft
such as the Boeing 787, they are fit-
ted with safeguards, including a
metal lock and a surrounding gu-
ard, to prevent accidental shut-off.

However, the findings have drawn
severe criticism from unions and
advocacy groups representing pi-
lots in India. The Federation of In-
dian Pilots, which counts 5,000 pi-
lotsamong itsmembers, and the fat-
her of the crashed flight's captain
have petitioned the Supreme Court
for a court-led investigation. Sand-
hu, incidentally, has been closely as-
sociated with pilot unions during
histime at Air India.

The AAIB is unlikely to publish a
final report within a year of the ac-
cident but will release an interim
report onJunel2.
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Al passenger
breaks window
of aircraft

FPJ News Service

NEW DELHI

An Air India passenger who
broke the inner pane of & win-
dow on flight AlI879 from
Chandigarh w Delhi on June 7
has been referred to the air-
line’s internal committee for
possible classification as an
unruly passenger and inclu-
sion on the no-llv list.

The passenger broke the
Inner glass pane of a window
as the aircraft was preparing
to land despite being given
several warnings by the crew,
one of the officials said.

“The ground staff was
informed and he was handed
ower to airport staff and secur-
ity personnel after the flight
landed in Delhi” another offi-
cial added
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ATF costs rise 10% on fixed pricing

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) prices were raised by
around 10% on Tuesday as
state-owned fuel retailers
rolled out a price stabilisation
regime, offering domestic air-
lines a fixed fuel rate for up to
three vears in a move aimed at
shielding carriers and passen-
gers from sharp swings in
global oil prices.

Jet fuel for domestic airlines
will now cost 2115 per litre, up
from %104.927, industry sour-

ces said.

The new rate will be locked
in for up to three years for air-
lines that opt to participate in
the governmeni-backed price
stabilisation scheme.

Airlines that do not opt for
the scheme will pay market-
linked prices, currently around
¥142 per litre, similar to inter-
national carriers.

Those opting into the price
stabilisation scheme will con-
tinue to receive ATF at 3115 per
litre, insulated from global
benchmark fluctuations. While
non-participating carriers will

benefit from price declines,
they will also face higher costs
when international rates rise.

Sources said the scheme is
completely voluntary, and air-
lines will have to take a call if
they want to participate in it.

Under the voluntary scheme,
participating airlines will paya
fixed free-on-board (FOB)
benchmark price of £86.32 per
litre, plus airport charges, oil
company margins and applica-
ble taxes, resulting in an effec-
tive selling price of 115 per
litre in Delhi, #114.5 in Mumbai
and %139 in Chennai.
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The forgotten copilot of Air India flight 171

year since the tragic crash of Air India
flight Al 171 that cost 260 lives on June
12, 2025, the Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA), Government of India, and its
Air Accident Investigation Bureau, have strayed
from their promised “transparent and factual”
path. The only piece of information that is
available to us is the Preliminary Report that was
published in July 2025. The cryptic report has
hidden pointers that are worth highlighting, in
the absence of any final report.

The flood of false narratives spread by some
sections of mainstream media and social media
compel this writer to highlight issues. The usual
tendency of the MoCA and the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) to conceal the
truth and place the blame on the pilot has, in this
case, taken a different turn. Instead, there is a
defence of the captain and playing possum in the
face of claims by some pilots’ associations and
“aviation illiterates” — as a former National
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) investigator
has described them in a YouTube video — that the
crash resulted from failures on the part of the
airline and the aircraft manufacturer.

Media narratives versus facts

The first clear indication appears on pages 12-13
of the preliminary report which says: “The
forward EAFR [Enhanced Airborne Flight
Recorder] was located on 16 June 2025 from the
wreckage debris beside the Building F.” The
forward EAFR records both the digital flight data
and voice data from cockpit area mike. It is
therefore evident that the AAIB has listened to
the cockpit voice recorder (CVR) recording and
alerted the MoCA, which in turn informed the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). On the same day,
June 16, citing intelligence inputs and a perceived
threat, the MHA reportedly ordered X-category
commando protection for the head of the AAIB.
He continues to enjoy this protection at
taxpayers’ expense, even as the travelling public
and the families of the crash victims remain in the
dark.

Certain narratives in the media and social
media have been on the report of the fuel control
switches (FCS) having transitioned from run to
cutoff and then cut-off to run after several
seconds delay.

The use of the word “transitioning” in the
report is being bandied about as evidence of

Captain A.
Mohan

Ranganathan

Former airline
instructor pilot,
aviation safety
adviser and also a
former member of
the Civil Aviation

Safety Advisory
Council (CASAC), India

One vear on,
the Al 171
investigation
demands
ANSWers,
accountability,
and closure

American influence on the report. What is being
forgotten is the fact that the FCS is a spring
loaded switch that has to be lifted off the run slot,
moved over the gate and dropped into the cut-off
slot.

The same action is required for moving the
switch from cutoff to run. These switches cannot
be moved by a software error or a power failure.
The only CVR statement in the report mentions
this: “one of the pilots is heard asking the other
why did he cutoff. The other pilot responded that
he did not do so.” The rest of the CVR recordings
were apparently shared with the MoCA and the
MHA for the threat perception.

The Government of India knew the facts on
June 16, 2025 and is still dragging its feet to
provide closure to the affected families who are
experiencing mental agony.

A red herring

The latest angle that is occupying centre stage is
the Ram Air Turbine (RAT). Calculations about
when the RAT deployed in flight and how this was
due to a major wiring fault are being used by
interested parties to digress from the key issue of
who moved the FCS to cut off the engines. Page 14
of the report says that the “RAT hydraulic pump
began supplying hydraulic pressure at about
08:08:47 UTC”, which is a clear indication the
RAT was deployed five seconds earlier, around
08:08:42 UTC.

The report mentions that once the aircraft
achieved the maximum recorded airspeed of 180
knots at about 08:08:42 UTC, immediately
thereafter, the Engine 1 and Engine 2 FCS moved
from run to cutoff position one after another with
a time gap of one second.

When both engines were cut off, two things
would have happened immediately. The entire
instrument panel in front of the copilot would
have gone blank and the power supply to the rear
EAFR shut. The rear EAFR becomes a lame duck
and whatever data the investigators retrieve will
only be what is recorded prior to that time. The
actual backup of critical data would have been
lost had the forward EAFR data not been
recovered.

The Boeing 787 Manual lists four conditions
that result in the automatic deployment of RAT to
provide backup. It also mentions that the RAT can
be deployed manually by pressing the RAM Air
Turbine switch on the hydraulic panel. This will

be recorded both on the EAFR as well as the
sound recorded on the CVR. The clear reason
why RAT deployed before the engines were cut
off will be evident on both the EAFR and CVR
recordings.

Under normal circumstances, when a major
emergency takes place on take-off, the Captain
must take over the controls and the copilot
reverts to pilot monitoring duty even if he was
the Pilot flying. The CVR will clearly indicate if
that action took place. The EAFR apparently
records the flight controls of the copilot side
moving during the entire event. In the case of
flight AI-171, the delay in moving the FCS for the
no. 1 and no. 2 engines, at 08:08:52 and 08:08:56,
respectively, can be explained by the
circumstances confronting the poor co-pilot: a
blank screen, no guidance, both engines without
power, and the task of controlling the aircraft
with his right hand while attempting to restart the
engines with his left hand.

For his low experience on the aircraft type and
performing a manoeuvre which is never given for
copilots during training, First Officer Clive
Kunder did a remarkable job in steering the
crippled aircraft away from crowded areas where
more lives would have been lost on ground.

Closure requires the truth

There were two pilots on board. The FCS were
deliberately moved to cut off the engines. Only
one of them could have done it and not a
software error or a power system error. If the
AAIB could have deciphered the CVR data to alert
the MoCA and the MHA as early as June 16, 2025,
fishing for excuses to deviate from the facts will
only damage the credibility of the Indian aviation
system.

The United States NTSB and the Air Accidents
Investigation Branch of the United Kingdom have
far more experience in deciphering the
EAFR/Digital Flight Data Recorder and CVR data
than the Indian AAIB or the DGCA. One hopes
that the authorities in India do not drag their feet
and face the humiliation of the NTSB releasing its
own findings, as it did in the SilkAir (1997) and
China Eastern (2022) fatal crashes, which
ultimately established “Deliberate Human
Intervention”.

The families of First Officer Kunder and all
those who perished in the crash on June 12, 2025,
deserve closure to their mental agony.
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ALLEGATION OF Rs 3 CRORE BRIBERY DEMAND

Delhi Police inspector held, officer
posted with DGCA under CBIlens

Mahender Singh Manral
New Delhi, June 10

THE CENTRAL Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has arresteda
Delhi Police inspector foralleg-
edly accepting a bribe of Rs 1
crore from the prime accused
in the Rs 5,000-crore counter-
feit medicine racket in Pudu-
cherry on the promise of secur-
ing relief in the cases filed by
the agency.

The Central agency is now
probingthe role of “an IPS officer
servingin a post of Regional Di-
rector with the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation, who alleg-
edlytold N Rajaalias Valliappan
alias Rajasekhar — the main ac-
cused in the counterfeit medi-
cine racket case — that he could
arrange relief in the CBI cases
through his connections within
the agency and demanded Rs 3
crore from him.

“We haveidentified himand
afterinforming hisdepartment,

arelikelytosummon himinthe
coming days to join the investi-
gation,” a source said.

On June 8, the CBI had reg-
istered an FIR against Raja, Pra-
deep Kumar Singh, an inspec-
tor with the Delhi Police Crime
Branch's Southern Range and
Rajkumar alias Madhanraj,
who is alleged to have acted as
an intermediary. The FIR also
names unknown public ser-
vants and private individuals.

“Raja had arranged a pay-
ment of Rs 1 crore through ha-
wala transaction. Pradeep
Kumar Singh received the pay-
ment through hawala operator
and gave it to one Prabhat, who
was known to an IPS officer.
Singh keptthe remaining Rs25
lakh in his house. The CBI had
arrested Singh and Rajkumar
with the balance amount of Rs
24.70 lakh,” the agency said.

The amountwasthe firstin-
stalment of a larger payoff, ac-
cording to CBL

Policesources said
the IPS officeris
likelyto be
summonedinthe
comingdaystojoin
theinvestigation

The source said that accord-
ingtothe FIR, Singh, incriminal
conspiracy with the other ac-
cused, had been indulging in
corruptactivities by facilitating
the payment of illegal gratifica-
tiontosecureundue reliefin the
CBI cases. He also claimed he
had influence over investigat-
ingofficers and other public ser-
vants connected with the probe.

The counterfeit and spuri-
ous medicines manufacturing
operation was uncovered fol-
lowing raids by the police and
the CB-CID in Puducherry last
year, during which massive
stocks of fake drugs and raw

materials were seized. Rajawas
arrested in December. The Pu-
ducherry Police later found the
involvement of several politi-
cians, and, given the gravity of
the case, the investigation was
transferred to CBEL The agency
officially registered a fresh case
against Raja in March this year.
“After the fresh registration
of the FIR, Raja started looking
forasource in the CBI and met
Inspector Singh, who assured
him that he could secure major
relief in the CBI case through
his contacts. He was told that
his senior officer would help
him and would charge a fee for
doing so," an official said.
According to the FIR, Raja
and Rajkumar met Singh at
Aerocity near IGI Airport on
May 14. “Singh allegedly es-
corted bothofthem to the office
of an unidentified senior public
servant located in the vicinity
and introduced them to him.
During the meeting, the senior

public servant allegedly assured
Raja that favourable reliefinthe
CBI cases could be secured
through his connections within
the agency,” the FIR alleged.

It further alleged that on
May 16, Raja told his wife that
the public servant had agreed to
helpin the pending cases in re-
turn for Rs 3 crore and had
sought an advance of Rs 1.5
crore. “Raja then allegedly
began arranging the money
through his contacts. Rajkumar
later travelled to Vadodara and
met Singh to work out the mo-
dalities for delivering the bribe
money to public servants in
Delhi. After the meeting, both
allegedly travelled to Delhi to-
gether. Raja asked his wife to
keepthe funds ready, asthead-
vance payment had to be de-
livered urgently, and contacted
ahawalaoperatorin Chennaito
transfer Rs 1 crore to Delhi as
part of the advance bribe pay-
ment,” the FIR said.
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No pressure on Al 171
victims’ kin: Air India

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, June10

AIR INDIA is not exerting any
pressure or giving any deadline
to the families of AT 171 crash
victims to accept its final com-
pensation offer and the families
are “entirely free” to wait until
the final investigation report is
released before deciding on
whethertoaccept the compen-
sation, the Tata group airline is
learnt to have written in its re-
sponse to Radhika Mishra, the
daughter of former Gujarat
chief minister and one of the
crash victims Vijay Rupani.
Mishra had written to Tata
Sonsand AirIndia Chairman N
Chandrasekaran, objecting to
the airline asking victims’ kin
to forgo their right to sue the

airline and other stakeholders
if they wished to take the final
compensation offer. In her
email to Chandrasekaran,
Mishra opposed the legal
waiver requirement, saying
that the investigation into the
deadly aviation disaster in
Ahmedabad was not yet com-
plete, but the airline was asking
families to permanently waive
present and future claimseven
before all the facts were known,
it is learnt. In its response, Air
India said that the final com-
pensation offers were made as
therewere a number of families
that wanted to receive the com-
pensation instead of waiting for
the final investigation report,
according to sources in the
know. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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One year after crash, Air India fights to regain altitude
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DGCA, Scandinavian Airlines spar
over entry; ops suspended till June 16

S LALITHA & New Dalt

IMPROPER documentation re-
sulting in the authorisation for
operations being rejected by
the Directorate General of Civ-
il Aviation (DGCA) is the rea-
gon behind the Scandinavian
Airlines (SAS) from Copenha-
gen to Mumbai returning to its
base near Azerbaijan. The air-
line has now announced the
suspension of its operations to
India till June 16.

The incident involving
SEO69, an Airbus A330, &8
on June 2 left authori-
ties in Mumbai in a pe-
culiar situation as they §0
were waiting to wel-
come the service which -
was relaunched after 17
vears. They were told that the
maiden Night wouldn't arrive.

Under the Aircraft Act 1934
and the Aircraft Rules 1937, an
operating authorisation from
the DGCA is mandatory for any
foreign airline. Highly placed
sources at DGCA told this news-
paper, “The SAS plane was
asked to refurn by ATC of one
of the countries in Asia. The
reason is that they had unilat-
erally decided to fly to India
without getting the operational

e

authorisation from DGCA,
which is compulsory.”

On the reasons for the rejec-
tion of the authorisation per-
mit, a sonrce said that as per
the regulations governing per-
mission for European airlines
by India_theairline needs to be
at least 50% owned by individu-
als in the originating country
or any of the European mem-
ber states. “SAS had support-
ing documents only for partial
ownership (26% ) by a Danish

firm and 10% by a French

:',‘;.1 carrier. The half-way

T

ownership mark could
not be proven by them
making the documents
incomplete.”
Another source said,
“This was an attempt to
arm-twist us into giving the
nod. The assumption was when
you are stranded in the air with
a plane full of passengers. any
regulator would give in.”

Omn Wednesday, SAS said, “As
part of the process to launch
our Copenhagen-Mumbai serv-
ice, one final formal step re-
mains befors we can begin full
operations... Ticket sales are
paused until 16 June to ensura
clarity and predictability for
our customers.”

India a key player
in Asia-Pacific
aviation sector
EXPRESS MEWS SERVILE & New Delh

INDIA will play a significant
role in the booming aviation
sector in the Asia Pacific re-
gion, where the air passengers
will touch up to 4.1 billion by
2044 said the International Air
Transport Association (TATA),

The air passenger traffic fig-
ures fior 2024 for the region were
1.7 billion and an additional 2.4
billion travellers will be added
in next 20 years, IATA said.

“Over the next 20 years, sov-
eral Asia Pacific airports will
expand capacities to 100 mil-
lion passengers per annum, in-
cluding Changi and Delhi”,
vice-president for Asia Pacific,
Sheldon Hee, zaid.

India is one of the world’s
fastest-growing domestic civil
aviation markets, officials have
said. “The growth in the Asia
Pacific has been strong over the
last 510 years and will continue
to be strong in the next decade
or =0,” Hee added.
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Air fares may go up as state-owned retailers hike ATF prices by 10%

Atul.Mathur@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Flying is set to get
more expensive, with oil mar-
keting companies on Tuesday
increasing aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) prices by around
10% underthe new price-stabi-
lisation regime.

The only relief is that ATF
— which accounts for 60% of

an airline’s operating costs —
will remain frozen at this level
for the next three vears for do-
mestic and international
flights of Indian carriers that
opt for the new mechanism.
Jet fuel for domestic carri-
ers will now cost Rs 115 per lit-
re, up from Rs 105 per litre.
Apart from higher opera-
ting costsdue to the rupee’s fall

and fuel pricerise, airfares are
under pressure due to airlines
cutting flights on account of
softening demand. The price-
stabilisation mechanism is ai-
med at shielding airlines and
passengers from sharp swings
in global oil prices.

Govt had announced the
“price stabilisation support”
mechanism last week. The Rs

10,000-crore scheme, however,
will be optional. Carriers that
do not opt for it will continue to
pay market-linked prices, cur-
rently around Rs 142 per litre,
similar to international airli-
nes, Last week, Rohit Raj, direc-
torinministry of civil aviation,
had said the benchmark price
had been fixed as a one-time ar-
rangement for three years.
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Tllegal and unsustainable’, says Bombay HC,
sets aside 20 DGCA order grounding pilot

Swati.Deshpande@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Bombay high court
quashed as “illegal and unsustain-
able” a 2011 DGCA order that had
left an Air India pilot grounded,
holding that it flouted principles of
natural justice. The relief came to
Jitendra Varma, 15 years on, in a
challenge he filed when he was 46
vearsold. He had alleged, he was de-
nied hisright toa proper hearing.
The HC division bench of Jus-
tices Manish Pitale and Shree-
ram Shirsat agreeing, restored
his ATPL license to him. He was
“not afforded an opportunity to

explain his version before taking
the drastic step of suspension of
licence,” said the HC in its judg-
ment, which also gave DGCA lib-
erty to initiate and complete in 2
months an inquiry after follow-
ing the rules and procedure and
then pass areasoned order.

The judgment pronounced on
June8§, thefirstday of the courtre-
suming after the summer vaca-
tion, setasidethe March 12, 2011, li-
cence suspensionorder of DGCA.

Varma had joined Al as a trai-
nee pilot, on getting his commer-
cial pilot licence in 1988, was
made a co-pilot in 1991 and con-

firmed in 1992, For 22 vears of his
service, he was found competent
and passed all tests, and with
7,000 flving hours under his belt,
he said he was eligible for and is-
sued an Airline Transport Pilot
License (ATPL) in Sep 2010 from
USAandlater fromDGCA. Butin
March 2011, on a complaint filed
in Delhi of alleged forgery in ap-
plication for ATPL against one
captain, he was arrested and re-
leased on bail but his licence was
suspended sans any show cause
notice or opportunity to defend
the allegations, hence he thus
challenged before the high court.
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