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Civilian flight operations to remain suspended
at Srinagar Airport till midnight of May 15

Press Trustof india
Srinagar, May 9

Authorities on Friday said
the civilian Mlight opera
tons will remain suspend-
ed ot Srinagar Internation

al Airport till midnight of

May 15 in view of the ongo
ing Indias-Pakistan confron
LAt o .

Plense note that Srinagar
Afrport is closed up to 2359
hours of 14.05.2025 for flight
operations,” anofficial of the

Alrports Authority of India
said here

Srinagar Airport was
closed for operations on May
7. soon after India launched
missile strikes on terror
mfrastrocture in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kash
mar.

The strikes were launched
in retalintion to the April 22
terror attack near Pahalgnm
in Jammu and Kashmir that
killed 26 people, including 25
tourists,
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Closure of 24 airports extended
till May 15 amid border contlict

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment has extended the temporary
closure of 24 airports in northern
and western parts of the country
for civil aircraft operations by four
days till May 15, according to a
Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) issued
on Friday, with the development
coming amid major escalation in
tension with Pakistan over the past
few days.

The notice issued by the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI) said
the airports would remain closed
until 5.29am on May 15. Earlier,
these 24 airports, which are either
located close to Pakistan borders
or are situated near key defence
bases, were closed for civilian
flights till May 10.

The affected airports, according
to the NOTAM, are Srinagar and
Jammu in Jammu & Kashmir;
Leh in Ladakh; Amritsar, Ludhi-
ana, Patiala, Bathinda, Halwara
and Pathankot in Punjab; Bhuntar,
Shimla and Kangra in Himachal
Pradesh; Chandigarh in the UT;
Mundra, Jamnagar, Hirasar, Por-
bandar, Keshod, Kandla and Bhuj
in Gujarat: Kishengarh, Jaisalmer,
Jodhpur and Bikaner in Rajasthan.

Earlier, these airports across

Security personnel keep vigil at the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
airport in Ahmedabad on Thursday. il

different states and UTs were shut
following Indian armed forces’
precision strikes at nine terrorist
targets in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK]) as part of
Operation Sindoor in the early
hours on May 7. The operation
was in retaliation to the April 22
attack by Pakistan-linked terror-
ists in Pahalgam, killing 26 civil-
ians.

“Following a notification from

aviation authorities on continued
closure of multiple airports in
India, Air India flights to and from
the following stations — Jammu,
Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur, Amritsar,
Chandigarh, Bhuj, Jamnagarand
Rajkot — are being cancelled till
0529 hrs IST on 15 May, pending
further updates,” Air India said in
aposton X
Customers holding valid tickets
for travel during this period would

be offered a one-time waiver on
rescheduling charges or a full
refund for cancellations, the air-
line added.

Low-cost airline IndiGo, too,
informed its passengers about the
extension of airports’ closure, say-
ing all flights to and from 10 desti-
nations — Srinagar, Jammu,
Amritsar, Leh, Chandigarh, Dha-
ramshala, Bikaner, Jodhpur, Kis-
hangarh and Rajkot — are can-
celled till 5.29am on May 15due to
temporary airport closures. It
added that bookings made on or
before May 8 are eligible for
change/cancellation fee waiver for
travel until May 22, 2025, to and
from the 10 aforementioned air-
ports.

Adrlines also asked passengers
to report early for their flights in
wake of heightened security meas-
ures, including 100% pre-boarding
secondary checks for flyers. The
step has been taken after the secu-
rity wing of civil aviation ministry
— Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) — on Thursday issued an
advisory, mandating stricter secu-
rity protocols at airports across the
country amid escalating tensions
with Pakistan.

The new security measures,
effective until May 18, bar visitors
from entering airport buildings

and suspend the sale of visitor tick-
ets. Additional passenger and bag-
gage checks will be conducted at
boarding gates for all flights, on
top of the regular security screen-
ings.

“In view of an order by the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
on enhanced measures at airports,
passengers across India are
advised to arrive at their respective
airports at least 3 hours prior to
scheduled departure to ensure
smooth check-in and boarding.
Check-in closes 75 mins before
departure,” Air India said on X.

Meanwhile, the Indira Gandhi
International Airportin Delhi, the
only major airport operational in
northern India, in an announce-
ment to passengers said that due
to changing airspace dynamics
and enhanced security protocols,
some flight schedules and process-
ing times at security checkpoints
may be affected. “Passengers are
advised to: Follow updates and
instructions provided by their
respective airlines; Comply with
hand baggage and check-in lug-
gage regulations; allow extra time
for security checks due to height-
ened measures; cooperate with
airline and security personnel for
smooth facilitation,” it posted on
X
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at airport, passengers
asked to reach early

The check-in counters will be closed 75 minutes ahead of departure time.

Additional manpower has been deployed across the airport, say sources

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

n the wake of Opera-
ltiﬂn Sindoor and fol-

lowing an order from
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security, security mea-
sures have been intensified
at the Chennai airport,
with the air passengers re-
quired to reach the termi-
nals three hours before the
departure time.

The check-in counters
will be closed 75 minutes
ahead of the departure
time. According to officials
of Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI), passengers will
have to undergo secondary
ladder point check before
boarding, as part of the

heightened security
measures.
Flights cancelled

In the past few days, some
of the flights from the city

On aiert' An emergency preparedness drill was carried out at the
Chennai airport on Thursday. FILE PHOTO

to destinations such Chan-
digarh and Hindon (which
have airspace restrictions)
were cancelled.

“Additional manpower
has been deployed across
the airport premises. The
airport perimeter is also
being monitored round the
clock,” a source said.

An emergency prepa-
redness drill was carried
out at the airport on Thurs-

day to assess the emergen-
cy operations plan, accord-
ing to a press release.

“The exercise was car-
ried out along with multi-
ple agencies, including the
State Police, the National
Disaster Response Force,
State Fire Brigade, Airlines,
AAI, and ground handling
agencies, among others,”
the press release further
said.
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At least 32 airports will stay
closed till May 15 morning

Saurabh Sinha | Tnn

New Delhi: Thirty-twoairports will remain
temporarily closed for civil flight oper-
ations till 5.29 am on May 15, the DGCA said
in a statement early Saturday morning.
These airports are: Adhampur, Ambala,
Amritsar, Awantipur, Bathinda, Bhuj, Bi-
kaner, Chandigarh, Halwara, Hindon, Jai-
salmer, Jammu, Jamnagar, Jodhpur, Kan-
dla, Kangra (Gaggal), Keshod, Kishangarh,
Kullu Manali (Bhuntar), Leh, Ludhiana,
Mundra, Naliva, Pathankot, Patiala, Por-
bandar, Rajkot (Hirasar), Sarsawa, Shimla,
Srinagar, Thoise and Uttarlai.

“The Airports Authority of India (AAD)
andrelevantaviation authorities have issued
a series of Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs) an-
nouncing the temporary closure of 32 air-
ports across northern and western India for
all civil flight operations, effective from May
9, 2025, to May 14, 2025 (which corresponds to
5.29 am on May 15, 2025), due to operational
reasons. All civil flight activities at these air-
portswill remain suspended during this peri-
od,” the DGCA statement said.

AAT has also extended the temporary clo-
sure of 25 segments of Air Traffic Service
(ATS) routes within the Delhi and Mumbai
Flight Information Regions (FIRs) due to op-
erational reasons. “As per NOTAM G05355/25
{which replaces G0525/25), the 25 route seg-
ments will remain unavailable from ground
level to unlimited altitude until 5.29 am on

AAl has also extended the temporary
closure of 25 segments of Air Traffic
Service (ATS) routes within the Delhi
and Mumbai Flight Information
Regions (FIRs) due to operational
reasons. ‘As per NOTAM G0555/25
(which replaces G0525/25), the 25
route segments will remain
unavailable from ground level to
unlimited altitude until 5.29 am on
May 15, DGCA said

May15," itsaid.

DGCA has accordingly advised “airlines
and flight operators to plan alternative rout-
ings as per current air traffic advisories. The
temporary closure is being managed in coor-
dination with relevant ATC units to ensure
safety and minimise disruption.”
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32 airports in north and west
India to stay closed till May 15

Saurabh Sinha | Tnn

New Delhi: Thirty-twoairports willremain
temporarily closed for civil flight oper-
ations till 5.29 am on May 15, the DGCA said
in a statement early Saturday morning.
These airports are: Adhampur, Ambala,
Amritsar, Awantipur, Bathinda, Bhuj, Bi-
kaner, Chandigarh, Halwara, Hindon, Jai-
salmer, Jammu, Jamnagar, Jodhpur, Kan-
dla, Kangra (Gaggal), Keshod, Kishangarh,
Kullu Manali (Bhuntar), Leh, Ludhiana,
Mundra, Naliyva, Pathankot, Patiala, Por-
bandar, Rajkot (Hirasar), Sarsawa, Shimla,
Srinagar, Thoise and Uttarlai.

“The Airports Authority of India (AAI)
andrelevantaviation authorities have issued
a series of Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs) an-
nouncing the temporary closure of 32 air-
ports across northern and western India for
all civil flight operations, effective from May
9, 2025, to May 14, 2025 (which corresponds to
5.29 am on May 15, 2025), due to operational
reasons. All civil flight activities at these air-
ports will remain suspended during this peri-
od,” the DGCA statement said.

AAT has also extended the temporary clo-
sure of 25 segments of Air Traffic Service
(ATS) routes within the Delhi and Mumbai
Flight Information Regions (FIRs) due to op-
erational reasons. "As per NOTAM G0555/25
(which replaces G0525/25), the 25 route seg-
ments will remain unavailable from ground
level to unlimited altitude until 5.29 am on

AAl has also extended the temporary
closure of 25 segments of Air Traffic
Service (ATS) routes within the Delhi
and Mumbai Flight Information
Regions (FIRs) due to operational
reasons. ‘As per NOTAM G0555/25
(which replaces G0525/25), the 25
route segments will remain
unavailable from ground level to
unlimited altitude until 5.29am on
May 15, DGCA said

May 15,” it said.

DGCA has accordingly advised “airlines
and flight operators to plan alternative rout-
ings as per current air traffic advisories. The
temporary closure is being managed in coor-
dination with relevant ATC units to ensure
safety and minimise disruption.”
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32 airports in north and west
India to stay closed till May 15

Saurabh Sinha | Tnn

New Delhi: Thirty-twoairportswillremain
temporarily closed for civil flight oper-
ations till 5.29 am on May 15, the DGCA said
in a statement early Saturday morning.
These airports are: Adhampur, Ambala,
Amritsar, Awantipur, Bathinda, Bhuj, Bi-
kaner, Chandigarh, Halwara, Hindon, Jai-
salmer, Jammu, Jamnagar, Jodhpur, Kan-
dla, Kangra (Gaggal), Keshod, Kishangarh,
Kullu Manali (Bhuntar), Leh, Ludhiana,
Mundra, Naliva, Pathankot, Patiala, Por-
bandar, Rajkot (Hirasar), Sarsawa, Shimla,
Srinagar, Thoise and Uttarlai.

“The Airports Authority of India (AAT)
andrelevantaviation authorities have issued
a series of Notices to Airmen (NOTAMSs) an-
nouncing the temporary closure of 32 air-
ports across northern and western India for
all civil flight operations, effective from May
9, 2025, to May 14, 2025 (which corresponds to
5.29 am on May 15, 2025), due to operational
reasons. All civil flight activities at these air-
ports willremain suspended during this peri-
od,” the DGCA statement said.

AAIT has also extended the temporary clo-
sure of 25 segments of Air Traffic Service
(ATS) routes within the Delhi and Mumbai
Flight Information Regions (FIRs) due to op-
erational reasons. “As per NOTAM G0555/25
(which replaces G0525/25), the 25 route seg-
ments will remain unavailable from ground
level to unlimited altitude until 5.29 am on

AAl has also extended the temporary
closure of 25 segments of Air Traffic
Service (ATS) routes within the Delhi
and Mumbai Flight Information
Regions (FIRs) due to operational
reasons. ‘As per NOTAM G0555/25
(which replaces G0525/25), the 25
route segments will remain
unavailable from ground level to
unlimited altitude until 5.29am on
May 15, DGCA said

May 15,” it said.

DGCA has accordingly advised “airlines
and flight operators to plan alternative rout-
ings as per current air traffic advisories. The
temporary closure is being managed in coor-
dination with relevant ATC units to ensure
safety and minimise disruption.”
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3 airports in north and west
India to stay closed till May 15

Saurabh Sinha | Tnn

New Delhi: Thirty-twoairportswill remain
temporarily closed for civil flight oper-
ations till 5.29 am on May 15, the DGCA said
in a statement early Saturday morning.
These airports are: Adhampur, Ambala,
Amritsar, Awantipur, Bathinda, Bhuj, Bi-
kaner, Chandigarh, Halwara, Hindon, Jai-
salmer, Jammu, Jamnagar, Jodhpur, Kan-
dla, Kangra (Gaggal), Keshod, Kishangarh,
Kullu Manali (Bhuntar), Leh, Ludhiana,
Mundra, Naliyva, Pathankot, Patiala, Por-
bandar, Rajkot (Hirasar), Sarsawa, Shimla,
Srinagar, Thoise and Uttarlai.

“The Airports Authority of India (AAT)
andrelevantaviation authorities have issued
a series of Notices to Airmen (NOTAMSs) an-
nouncing the temporary closure of 32 air-
ports across northern and western India for
all civil flight operations, effective from May
9, 2025, to May 14, 2025 (which corresponds to
5.29 am on May 15, 2025), due to operational
reasons. All civil flight activities at these air-
portswill remain suspended during this peri-
od,” the DGCA statement said.

AAIT has also extended the temporary clo-
sure of 25 segments of Air Traffic Service
(ATS) routes within the Delhi and Mumbai
Flight Information Regions (FIRs) due to op-
erational reasons. “As per NOTAM G0555/25
(which replaces G0525/25), the 25 route seg-
ments will remain unavailable from ground
level to unlimited altitude until 5.29 am on

AAl has also extended the temporary
closure of 25 segments of Air Traffic
Service (ATS) routes within the Delhi
and Mumbai Flight Information
Regions (FIRs) due to operational
reasons. ‘As per NOTAM G0555/25
(which replaces G0525/25), the 25
route segments will remain
unavailable from ground level to
unlimited altitude until 5.29am on
May 15, DGCA said

May15,” it said.

DGCA has accordingly advised “airlines
and flight operators to plan alternative rout-
ings as per current air traffic advisories. The
temporary closure is being managed in coor-
dination with relevant ATC units to ensure
safety and minimise disruption.”
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32 airports in north and west
India to stay closed till May 15

Saurabh Sinha | Tnn

New Delhi: Thirty-twoairportswillremain
temporarily closed for civil flight oper-
ations till 5.29 am on May 15, the DGCA said
in a statement early Saturday morning.
These airports are: Adhampur, Ambala,
Amritsar, Awantipur, Bathinda, Bhuj, Bi-
kaner, Chandigarh, Halwara, Hindon, Jai-
salmer, Jammu, Jamnagar, Jodhpur, Kan-
dla, Kangra (Gaggal), Keshod, Kishangarh,
Kullu Manali (Bhuntar), Leh, Ludhiana,
Mundra, Naliya, Pathankot, Patiala, Por-
bandar, Rajkot (Hirasar), Sarsawa, Shimla,
Srinagar, Thoise and Uttarlai.

“The Airports Authority of India (AAT)
andrelevantaviation authorities have issued
a series of Notices to Airmen (NOTAMS) an-
nouncing the temporary closure of 32 air-
ports across northern and western India for
all civil flight operations, effective from May
9, 2025, to May 14, 2025 (which corresponds to
5.29 am on May 15, 2025), due to operational
reasons. All civil flight activities at these air-
portswillremain suspended during this peri-
od,” the DGCA statement said.

AAT has also extended the temporary clo-
sure of 25 segments of Air Traffic Service
(ATS) routes within the Delhi and Mumbai
Flight Information Regions (FIRs) due to op-
erational reasons. “As per NOTAM G0555/25
(which replaces G0525/25), the 25 route seg-
ments will remain unavailable from ground
level to unlimited altitude until 5.29 am on

AAl has also extended the temporary
closure of 25 segments of Air Traffic
Service (ATS) routes within the Delhi
and Mumbai Flight Information
Regions (FIRs) due to operational
reasons. ‘As per NOTAM G0555/25
(which replaces G0525/25), the 25
route segments will remain
unavailable from ground level to
unlimited altitude until 5.29am on
May 15, DGCA said

May 15,” it said.

DGCA has accordingly advised “airlines
and flight operators to plan alternative rout-
ings as per current air traffic advisories. The
temporary closure is being managed in coor-
dination with relevant ATC units to ensure
safety and minimise disruption.”
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® 32 airports shut till May 14 ® Special trains from Jammu, Udhampur to Delhi

Enhanced security at all airports

VINEETA PANDEY
and SANJAY KAW
NEW DELHI, MAY 9

Adrports have added addi-
tiomal loyers of security in
the wake af the Indo-Pak
tensions at the border
Amid heightened security
of important installations,
all airports across the
country have enhanced
security measures, ndding
an extra laver ol security
check just before boarding
both passengers and their
hand baggage. Airlines
have advised domestle
passengers to reach abr
poris at least three hours
in mdvance and Interna-
tional passengers at least
five hours before their
schiduled Oight depar-
tures. This is applicable (o
all airports in  India.
Visitors' access to airports
has been stopped for the
time being

Given the targeting of
Indian military set ups

and other important
installations, the Alrports
Authority of India (AAI
and relevant aviation
authorities have issued o
series of notices (o airmen
(NOTAMs), onnouncing
the temporary closure of
32 airports across north
ern and western India for
all civil Mlight operations
effective from Mav 9 to
May 14, 2025 “due (0 opera
tional reasons”,

The airports affected by
this NOTAM are Adham

pur. Ambala, Amritsar
Awantipur, Bathinda,
Bhu), Bikaner, Chandl

garh, Halwara, Hindon,
Jalsalmer, Jammu,
agar, Jodhpur,
Kangra (Gaggal), Keshod,
Kishangarh, Kullu Manali
{Bhuntar), Leh, Ludhiana,
Mundra, Naliva, Pathan-
kot, Patiala, Porbandar
Rajkot (Hirasar), Sarsawa
Shimla, Srinagar, Thoise
amid Uttarlai

The AAl has also extend

=
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CISF personnel check the premises of Barsa Munda Airpw"t

during high alert in Ranchi on Friday.

ol the temporary closure
of 26 segments of alr trafl-
fe serviee (ATS) routes
within the Delhi and
Mumbai Night informa-
tion regions (FIRs) due to
operational PEAROIE,
These 25 route segmenis
will remain unavailable
from ground level fo
unlimited altitude until
=50 UTC on .\.1.1.:..' 14

With Nights affected in

- PT1

the Jammu sector, Indian
Rallways Is running spe-
clal trains (o help tourksts
and local peaple leave the
area at the earliest
Railways on Friday operat-
pil five gpecial trains from
Jammu, Udhzmpur and
Katra to Delhi to assist
strandes] passengers and
manage inecreased travel
demaned in the |'I".L'i:|ll'l

As pari of stepping up

security  arrangements,
the Bureau of Civil
Aviation (BCAS) has made
socondary ladder point
checking (SLPC) compul-
sory for all flights at all
alrports in addition ta the
PrIMary security checks,

“In view of the recemt
attack in Pahalgam and
subsequent  surcharged
security scenario, it is nec-
essary toenhance security
measures at all the civil
aviation installatlons like
airports, alrstrips, alr
Nields, air force stations,
halipads, fving schools,
aviatlon training insti-
tutes s0 that no untoward
incident takes place in the
cotmntry” BCAS sald In an
advisory.

On Friday, 138 Nights to
and from Delhi were can-
celled by varkous airlines
This was mainly because
27 alrports in various
paris of the country have
been closed in the wake of
Operation Sindoar
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® 60 flights cancelled in Delhi due to airspace restrictions

32 airports to remain

despite India-Pak ‘ceaseﬁre

VINEETA PANDEY
NEW DELKI, MAY 10

The 42 airports thet were
shut by the governmont
for civil use during the
India-Pakistan border ten-
slons will continue to b
out of bounds for commer-
cial MNights for the time
being, despite the two
countries announcing to
go for a ceaseflre on
Saturday

Sourees said theso 32 air-
poris also serve as alr
bases for the military and
are under Indian Air
Foree control as ol now

The government is in the
process of assessing dam-
ages to the airporis on the
frontline in the wake of
missile and drone attacks
by Pakistan

For the passengers stuck
with elosed alrports, air
lines like IndiGo have
offered the fexibility o
travel to any of the nearby
nirports without any extra
charges,

IndiGo also announced
to fly relief Aights 4o sup-
port stranded passengers

Amid heightened securi-
ty operations at major air-
ports  like Delhi and
Mumbai remained normal
throwgh the dayx

In Delhl, G0 ODights wers
cancelled due to the air
spEoe resirictions.

Dielhi International
Airport Lid {DIAL). which
operates  the  Indira
Gandhi International

Airport (1G1A), said that
operations are presently
normal ot the airport.
Prssengers at all
ports  have also

air-
bisien

Clvil defence personnel during a deill in New Delhi on
— PTi

Saturday.
advised to arrive early 1o
accommodate potential

delays at security checks
and sdhere o baggage
guidelines

The sccurity checks will
niol be withdrawn immedi-
ately, In fact, in a signifi-
eant declsion o boost secu
rity mcross civil airports,
the director general of the
Burean of Civil Aviation
Security (RCAS) has tem-
porarily extended the rode
of the Central Industrial
Security Foree (CISF) as
the Aviatlon Seeurity
Group (ASG) to provide
additional security cover to
carps operations and the
in-line  hold  haggnge
sereening system (ILHBSS)
al & chvil alrports,

Prior 1o this directive,
CI5Fs deployment as the
primary aviathon security
force did not explicitly
extend to the direct secari:
Iy and serecning of cargo
operations and the in-line
hold baggage screening

aysiem as It was entristed
only 1 frisk passengers
and their cabin baggage.
BCAS said this arrange-
ment 15 o direct response
to the reeent terrorist
attack in Pahalgam and
the subsequent security
scenario in the country,
“The enhancement of
CISF's mandate is esson-
tial to reinforce security
arrangements ot all civil

airports, CISF has
responded Immediately
and  resumed oversight

over cargo and bapgnge
operitiond, CISF will over-
see operations and the
security staff of airport
apeErntors for ILHEBSS The
directives also authorise
CISF personnel to perform
random cheeks and over-
see grecess control to these
eritical facilities, All the
alrports under cover of
CISF have already imple-
mented the new strength
ol system,” BCAS sabd
in & statement.

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MEW DELHI, MAY 10

Even ns tenslons between
Inlba amd Paklstan
reached an understanding
on Spturday, the Delhi
polic Intensiled s emer
gency preparedness,
including identifying hase-
ments '||'|H| Can Serye as
shelters during air raids io
ensure swilt evacuation.

Earller in the day
instructions were {ssued
to all the district units 1o
idemtify and earmark safe
shelters, especially base-
ments of  bulldings and
Metro stations, where
civilians can take refuge
in the event of an alr raid
or missile nttack

A special drive has also
been launched In various
localities to prepare lists
of vulnerable individuals,
including children and
elderly citizens.

“The jdea i3 o ensure
quick acooss to those who
might meesd assistance dur-
ing an emergency. This
datn will help the police
and eivil defence personnel
act faster and more effee
tively" the police said.

The ]Hl|i|:'|- sald civil
dafonce yolunteers, resk
dent welfare ussociations ,
and local beat constables
have been roped in to
coordinate the ground-
WOk,
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CISF gets temporary charge of
cargo, baggage screening at airports

—
Rohit Vaid

P Dl

The Central Industrial Se-
curity Foree (CISF) has been
temporarily authorised o
overser the security of cargo
operations at all civil air-
ports across the country,

The Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security (BCAS) de-
clsion will alse allow the
CISF to munage the In-line
Haold Baggage Screening Sys-
rems (1 LHBSS),

AVIATION SECURITY

According to an official com-
munigqué, the decision aims
to introduce an additional
loyer of security checks to

enhance aviation security.
MNotably, the move, effect-
ive from May 9 till 18, will sec
CISF personnel conduct ran-
dom checks, oversee access
control, and moenitor alrport
security staff. The directive

comes after the recent Pahal-
gam attack and the sub-
SequUent security scenario in
the country,

“CISF has responded im-
mediately and resumed over
sigcht over carge and buggupe

operations,” the commu-
nigqué said.
“All the airports under

cover of CISF have already
implemented  the new
strengthened svatem.”

CISFS DEPLOYMENT
efore this directive, Cl15F's
deployment as the primary
aviation security force did
not explicitly extend to the
direct security and screening
of cargo operations and the
ILHEBSS.
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, drone attacks, government extended airport closures;
IndiGo and Air India cancelled flights and issued passenger advisories

fter Pakistan attempied to attack

multiple cities in Northern India

using drones, the Ministry of Civil

Aviation on Friday extended the
closure of 28 airports across the country
until 15 May morming from 10 May.

A senlor government official confirmed
that after a mecting with other stakeholders,
the decision has been taken and airlines
and alrport authorities have been Informed
aboait it

In thelr statement, Indigo Alrlines
mentioned that per the latest directives
from the relevant authorities, all flights to
and from the following destinations will
remain cancelled until 5:29 am on May 15
due to temporary airport closures.

Srinagar, Jammu, Amritsar, Leh,
Chandigarh, Dharamshala, Bikaner, Rajkot,
Jodhpur, and Kishangarh airports will be
closed until May 15

“These precautionary measures have
been instituted with your safety and
security as our highest priority. We remain
fully committed to providing unwavering
support while navigating this situation
together,” reads the statement

Alr India also issued a travel advisory tor
the passengers

In a social media post on X, they
wrote, “Following a notilication from
aviation authoritles on continued closure
of multiple alrports in India, Air India
fMights to and from the following stations

Jammu, Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur, Amritsar,
Chandigarh, Bhuj, lJamnagar and Rajkol -
are being cancelled till 0529 hrs IST on 15
May, pending further updates. Customers
halding valid tickets for travel during this
perlod will be offered a one-time walver
on rescheduling charges or a Tull refund for
cancellations.”

Meanwhile, In & major escalation along
India's western [ront, the Pakistanl army
carrled out multiple airspace violations and
drone intrusions on the night of May 7 and
8, targeting Indian military infrastructure

Addressing a press briefing on Friday,
Colonel Sofiva Qureshi revealed that 300
to 400 drones were deploved across 16
locations, with several being shot down
by Indian forces using both kinetic and
non-kinetic methods. Inital investigations
suggest the drones were Turkish-made
Asisguard Songar models,

Colonel Sofiva Qureshl said, “On the
night of May 7 and 8, the Pakistani army
violated Indian airspace several times over

thie entire western border to target milltary
infrastructure. Not only this, the Pakistani
army also fired heavy-calibre weapons along
the Linge of Control, Around 300 to 400
drones were used o attempt infiltrathon.”

She added, "The Indian armed forces
shot wn many of these drones using
Kinetic and non-kinetic means, The possible
purpose of such large-scale aeral intrusions
was o test air defence systems and collect
intelligence. Forensic investigation of
the wreckage of the drones is belng done
Initial reports suggest that they are Turkish
Asisguard Songar drones.,.”

Escalating its tensions with India,
Pakistan targeted Jammu using Hamas-
style missiles to target multiple areas on
Thursday, defence sources told

The sources said the attack resembled
a Hamas-style operation in lsrael, where

multiple cheap rockets were used to target
cities

Pakistan's attempted retaliation came
in the wake of India’s Operation Sindoor,
where the Indian armed forces targeted
nine terror infrastructures in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir on Wednesday

The operation was a direct response to
the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack.  -ANI
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EMAIL THREAT
T0 AIRPORT
FOUND FAKE
AFTER SEARCH

MANVI VYAS | DC
HYDERABAD, MAY 9

The Rajiv  Gandhi
International Airport
(RGIA) in Hyderabad
received a bomb threat
email on Friday after-
noon. The airports
administrative wing
which received the mail
immediately called the
RGIA police about it.
The Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF),
along with the RGIA
police and the bomb
squad started conduct-
ing thorough checks
across  the  airport,
including the luggage of
passengers.

They found no inerimi-
nating material but
searches were still con-
tinuing, official said.
The anonymous email,
claimed to be from a
"Pakistani sleeper cell,
threatened to blast the
airport. It did not specify
a time or a target.

RGIA police inspector
Balaraju told the Decean
Chronicle, "Considering
the current situation, we
are being extra cautious.
‘We are still checking and
taking all precautionary
measures possible. We
have notified other air-
poris about this threat.”

Meanwhile at the
Bhubaneshwar airport,
a woman who arrived
from Hyderabad left
behind her handbag
which triggered an alert,
As per news reports, the
handbag consisted of
diapers and a mobile
phone, among others
belongings.
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Delhi’s IGIA remains operational
amid closure of multiple airports

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELH

Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport remains
open and fully operational
on Friday despite the closure
of multiple airports amid an
escalation of tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan.
However, flight schedules
have suffered, with 138
flights cancelled as of May 9.

According to sources at
Delhi airport, the cancella-
tions include 63 domestic
arrivals and 66 domestic
departures, significantly af-
fecting internal travel plans.
Four incoming and five out-
going flights have also been
cancelled on the interna-
tional front.

“Delhi airport is open and
operational. Only some
flights were cancelled,” it
said. Passengers have been
advised to check with their
airlines before heading to
the airport for real-time up-
dates on flight status.

Earlier in the day, IndiGo
announced that all flights to
and from Srinagar, Jammu,
Amritsar, Leh, Chandigarh,
Dharamshala, Bikaner,
Jodhpur, Kishangarh, and
Rajkot have been cancelled
until midnight on 10 May
2025.

IndiGo assured passengers
that it would provide up-
dates through official chan-
nels and be available to assist
with changes to travel plans.
The update was posted on
IndiGo’s official X handle.

Similarly, Mumbai Inter-
national Airport hasissued

Delhi airport sees cancellation
of 138 flights on Friday

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

As many as 138 flights to
and from the Delhiairport
were cancelled by various
airlines on Friday, accord-
ing to a source. In the wake
ofrising tensions between
India and Pakistan, secu-
rity measures have also
been enhanced at airports.
Around 27 airportsin var-

ious parts of the country
are closed in the wake of
Operation Sindoor, under
which armed forces car-
ried out strikes on terror
targets in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir on Wednesday in
retaliation for the Pahal-
gam terror attack that had
killed at least 26 people
last month.

a passenger advisory re-
garding the country’s ongo-
ing situation. The airport
remains operational, but
passengers may experience
longer wait times due to en-
hanced security protocols.

The airport recommends
that passengers plan their
travel to the airport and ar-
rive early to accommodate
the extra time required
for security checks. Mean-
while, in a major escalation
along India’s western front,
the Pakistani army carried
out multiple airspace viola-
tions and drone intrusions
on the night of May 7 and
8, targeting Indian military
infrastructure.

Addressing a press brief-
ing on Friday, Colonel Sofiya
Qureshirevealed that 300 to
400 drones were deployed
across 36 locations, with
several being shot down by
Indian forces using both ki-
netic and non-kinetic meth-
ods. Initial investigations

suggest the drones were
Turkish-made Asisguard
Songar models.

Colonel Sofiyva Qureshi
said during the press brief-
ing, “On the night of May 7
and 8, the Pakistani army
violated Indian airspace
several times over the en-
tire western border to target
military infrastructure.

Not only this, the Pakistani
army also fired heavy-cali-
bre weapons along the Line
of Control. Around 300 to
400 drones were used to at-
tempt infiltration at 36 loca-
tions.”

During the press briefing,
Wing Commander Vyo-
mika Singh said, “Pakistan
did not close its civil airspace
despite it launching a failed
unprovoked drone and mis-
sile attack on May 7 at 08:30
pm. Pakistan is using a civil
airliner as a shield, know-
ing fully well that its attack
on India would elicit a swift
air defence response.
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Security beefed up at KIA; stringent
screening at entry, exit points

CISF personnel’s leave
cancelled; mock drill at airport

v

CHETANBC
BENGALLRU, DHNS

mid the escalationoften-

sion between India and

akistan, the security

at the Kempegowda Interna-

tional Airport (KIA) has been

heightened by putting in place

a stringent screening process
ateach entry point.

DH visited K1A on Friday
o understand what measures
have been put in place amidst
the tensed atmosphere,

TheCentral Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF)staffers, who
wereon leave, have been asked
to report to duty with immedi-
ate effect. The decision had
been taken o beef up securi-
ty by deploying a full-fledgzed
workforce,

Armed with hand metal
detectors, the CISF officers,
began random checking just
100 meters away from the drop
point of Terminal 1. An extra
Nakabandi has been deployed
atthis point to increase securi-
1y checkpoints.

Additionally, at each check-
point, CISF personnel kept
vigilon themovements of each
passenger and their baggage.
Any suspicion resulted in in-
tercepting and questioning

the passenger,

A spokesperson from Ban-
galore International Airport
Limited (BLAL), told DF, that
the security deployment is
similar to that of what is done
onimportant national interest
days such as Independence
and Republic days. “Basical-
ly, there's no compromise on
the security front. No special
requests are being accom-
modated or encouraged,” the
spokesperson said.

Additional CISF personnel
are keeping vigil at every nook
and corner of the airport,
armed CISF officers were
also seen patrolling in their
bullet-resistant vehicles con-
nuously,

Normally, check-ins and
boarding happens at its own
pace, depending on the foot-
fall on that particular day. On
Friday, the whole process was
long-drawn, with officers de-
ploved at primary key check-
paoints. They were also heard
asking more questions than
normal,

Secondary ladder point
checks
Besides primary check-ins, all

airlines conducted Secondary
Ladder Points Checks (SLPC),

i )

Kempegowda International Airport
inBengaluru has been beefed up following the escalation of
tension between India and Pakistan. o pHOTO/CHETANE T

Passenger deboarded

for unruly behaviour

Several reports claimed sent out, following unruly
thata passengerhad been  behaviour by her. She
deboarded from Delhi allegedly had a heated
bound AI-2820 Rightbe-  argument with the Right
fore take off in Bengaluru  crew, according to the
dueto “security concerns”  source, The source said
on Thursday, that she was travelling

However,awell-placed  to Delhionan Air India
officer, confirmed to DH flight, scheduled to mke
that the passengerwas off from Bengaluru at
awoman who had to be 5.45 pm on Thursday.

following the directions issued
by the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS). SLPCs are
screening processes carried
out by the airline staff near the
boarding gate after the pri-
mary security checks and just
before Might boarding,
Considering the deployment
of these measures, the Banga-
lore Airport authorities issued
a passenger advisory early on
Friday, “In view of narionwide

heightened security alerts, en-
hanced sereening measures
are in place across all airports,
Passengers are advised to ar-
rive at least three hours prior
to the departure to allow for a
smooth check-in, security, and
boarding experience,”the advi-
sory stated.

A passenger traveling to
Delhi who wished to stay
anonymous said that these
security checks are not an in-

toall queries by passen-
gerswithout fail.

convenience but areliel. There
is certainly no fear of traveling
across the country when secu-
rityis sotight, she said.

Many passengers expressed
no fear of traveling across the
country. However, a few pas-
sengers felt there was alwavs a
factor of “fear” given the situa-
tion escalaring so quickiy.

Addingtothe security in the
airport, the BIAL police also
deploved more personnel for
patrolling duties and are keep-
g vigil around the area.

On Friday, at around 9.30
am, theairport authorities car-
ried outa mockdrill by blaring
the siren twice for rwo minures.
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Spicelet reinducts
one Boeing 737 NG
aircraft to fleet

SPICEIET OM FRIDAY said it has
meinducted a Boeing 737 NG
aircraft that was grounded
earlier. Currently, the aidine has
anoperational fleet of around 25
aircraftt, including a few taken on
wat |ease. The budaet carrier
said it has ungrounded and re
inducted one additional Boeing
737 NG aircraft (VT-5GV] into its
Heet from Friday. —PTIi
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Over 60 flights cancelled at Delhi
airport amid secunty measures

ATLEAST &0 domestictlightsto
and from the Delhi airportwere
cancelled on Saturday, a souree
said. Security measures have
been beefed up,and atleast 32
airports in northem and west -
ern parts of the country have
been tempomly shut as the
military conflict between [ndia
and Pakistan has intensified.
Thesource mid 30domestic
departures and 30 arrivalswem
cancelled at the Delhi airport
from 500 am to 2.30 pm. On

Friday, 138 flights toand from
the Defhiairportwene cancelled

by variousaidmes, There have

been multiple thight cancella-
tions at the Indra Gandhilnter
national Afrport (1GEA) in the Last
fewdays. In aposton XonSatur-
day, DIAL said airport opem
tionscontinueas normal.

* However, due to cvolving
airspace conditions and
enhanced security measures as
directed by the Bureau of Chil
Aviation Security, some flight
schedules maybeimpacted and
security processing times may
take longen” it said. —PT
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24 airports
shut till May 15

At least 24 airportsin
northern and western
India, including Srinagar
and Chandigarh, remain
closed for civilian flights
until May 15, sources can-
firmed on Friday. This ex-
tension follows an initial
closure period set toend
on May 10, due to the on-
going military conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan.
Airlines, including Air
India and IndiGo, have
canceled flights to these
airports, such as Jammu,
Amritsar, Leh, and Bi-
kaner, as a safety pre-
caution. Affected
passengers will be offered
waivers or full refunds,
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Police ban laser beams
around Pune Airport

Staff Reporter

PUNE

\The Pune Police have strictly
prohibited the use of laser and
high beam lights in the vicin-
ity of Punpe International
Alrportamid the ongoing ten-
sions with Pakistan and
increased security measures
around the pation. Joint
Commissioner of Police (JCF)
Ranjan Kumar Sharma issued
the directive, which would
tale effect immediately and
last for 60 days.

According to the directive
from the Special Branch, the
use of high-intensity lights —
often seen at public evenis
and celebrations — has been
restricted within a 15-km

radius oftheairport located in
Lohgaon. The ban is aimed at
ensuring the safety of both
civilian and military aireraft
using the airfield

Fune International Airport
is a dual-use facility handling
commercial flights as well as
operations by the Indian Air
Force. “During nighttime
flight operations, pilots rely on
visual cues from the runway
and guidance from the Air
Traffic Contml (ATC) tower.
Laser beams and other bright
lights in the vicinity can inter-
fere with these signals, poten-
tially endangering lives” said
JCP Sharma

Recent instances of such
lights being used at events in
and around Lohgaon have

raised concerns about pilot
distraction and aviation
safety. In response, amid a
period  of  heightened
rational  awareness, the
police have moved quickly to
eliminate this risk.

Sharma informed that any
infractions of this prohibition
will result in judicial action
under Section 223 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), which punishes dis-
ohedience to directives from
public officials.

In the current volatile
environment, the police have
called on residents, event
planners, and companies to
ahide by the order and work
together to protect safety and
security
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{ } ‘A GLITCH IN THE SYSTEM' CAUSED BY SAME TELECOM ISSUE THAT CAUSED PRIOR INCIDENT

90-second ATC blackout rattles key American airport yet again

Reuters
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWARK: A facility that guides
air traffic in and out of Newark
airport suffered a new 90-sec-
ond communications outage
early on Friday, the second in
two weeks that prompted an air
traffic controller to complain
“Scopes just went black again”
to a nearby FedEx flight.

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration said the telecommuni-
cations outage impacted com-
munications and radar displays
at Philadelphia Terminal Radar
Approach Control that guides
aircraft in and out of Newark
Liberty International Airport in
New Jersey around 3:55am ET
on Friday and lasted about 90
seconds.

The agency said late on Fri-
day it plans to meet with major
airlines on Wednesday about
potential temporary cuts in
flights at Newark Liberty to
address recent major disrup-
tions due to equipment and
staffing issues.

The latest incident highlights
the air traffic control network’s
aging infrastructure and comes
a day after Transportation Sec-
retary Sean Duffy proposed
spending billions of dollars to
fix it over the next three to four

A group of people wait with their luggage at Newark Liberty

International Airport in Newark, New Jersey, US, on Friday. Reuters

years. White House spokes-
woman Karoline Leavitt said
there was “a glitch in the sys-
tem” caused by the same tele-
com issue that caused the prior
incident. She said the goal is to
address the technical issue later
on Friday “to prevent further
issues.”

Air traffic control audio
recordings and flight records
suggested there had been
another brief Friday outage
within 20 minutes of the 355

am event. The FAA did not reply
to request for comment on that.

A recording of an exchange
obtained by Reuters discussed
the 3:55 am outage with a pilot.

“FedEx 1989, I'm going to
hand you off here, our scopes
just went black again,” the con-
troller told the pilot.

“If you care about this, con-
tact your airline and try to get
some pressure for them to fix
this stuff.” The pilot responded
he was sorrv to hear of the out-

age. FedEx said the plane made
it safely from Newark to Boston
without any issue.

“We appreciate the profes-
sionalism and actions of our
crew members and the control-
lers in safely addressing this
challenging situation,” the com-
pany said in a statement.

A little while later, the con-
troller told a Flexjet flight that
the tower “just had another
brief radar outage.” The air-
plane continued into nearby
Teterboro, according to Flight-
Radar24.

Impact on United
Airlines

The FAA said on Wednesday it
was taking immediate steps to
address ongoing problems that
have disrupted hundreds of
flights at Newark since April 28,
especially of United Airlines, the
largest carrier at the airport
located just outside New York
City.

United said, on Friday, the
FAA outage impacted its New-
ark operation but did not elabo-
rate. It has sharply cut flights
and wants the FAA to impose
new limitations on Newark
flights to address ongoing
delays.

“Decades of failing to prop-
erlv invest in the svstem has

prevented good-faith efforts to
make technology upgrades and
bolster the staffing of our
nation’s hard-working air traffic
controllers,” United CEO Scott
Kirby said in a Fox News op-ed
on Friday.

The FAA said it is increasing
air traffic controller staffing.
adding three new, high-band-
width telecommunications con-
nections and deploying a tem-
porary backup system to the
Philadelphia TRACON during
the switch to a more reliable
fiber-optic network.

Duffy said on Thursday that
the FAA had two redundant
lines and “both are up and
working now” at Philadelphia.

The FAA did not immediately
answer why the backup did not
prevent Friday’s incident.

Lawmakers demanded
action. Senate Democratic
Leader Chuck Schumer said on
Friday the connection between
New York air space and the Phil-
adelphia air traffic control cen-
tre must be fixed now.

“This cannot happen again,”
he said.

US Representative Rick Lar-
sen, top Democrat on the com-
mittee overseeing the FAA, said
the safety of the travelling pub-
lic cannot continue being put af
risk.
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Flight services
hit at IGI amid
security plans

Tinees News Nemwork

New Delhi: Flight operations
to and from IGI Airport were
impacted on Saturday Atleast
6 domestic flights were can
celled, while no international
flights were cancelled, said an
airport official. However, over
200 flights were delayed, ac-
cording to FlightRadar24, ali-
vetracking website.
According toan official, of
the 60 cancelled flights on Sa-
turday, 30 were arrivals and 30
were departures. Sinee Wed-
nesday, after Operation Sindo-
oragainst Pakistan, some air-
ports inthe country have been
shut down for operations due
to airspace restrictions,
“Delhi airport operations
remain normal. However, due
to evolving airspace condi
tions and strengthened securi
ty measures, there may be an
impact on some flight schedu-
leg and longer processing ti-
mes at security checkpoints,”
Delhiairport said on Saturday.
It advised passengers to
stay updated with guidance
from their respective airlines,
adhere to hand baggage and
check-in luggages regulations,
reach theairport at least three
hours prior todeparture toac-
commaodate potential delays
at security checks and coope-
rate with airline and security
staff for smooth facilitation.
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Centre issues NOTAM, closes 24
airports for civilian flights till May 15

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amid escalation of ten-
sions between India and
Pakistan, the Civil Aviation
Ministry on Friday extend-
ed the closure of at least 24
airports for civilian flights
until 5.29 a.m. on May 15.
Most of these airports
are in north, west and cen-
tral India and includes pro-
minent airports such as

Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,
Chandigarh, Jodhpur, Jai-
salmer and Rajkot.

The decision to extend
the Notice to Airmen (NO-
TAM) for the closure of
these airports was taken af-
ter Pakistan targeted civi-
lian installations across
several cities on the night
of May 8.

ATEYT A sz QP JODHPUR AIRPOR
T W AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF |
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The airports include
those in Amritsar, Ludhia-
na, Pathankot, Patiala,
Bathinda, Halwara, Shim-
la, Bhuntar, Kangra-Gag-
gal, Bikaner, Kishangarh,
Mundra, Jamnagar, Hira-
sar, Porbandar, Keshod,
Kandla and Bhuj.

“Following a notifica-

[, -ii

A security drill under way at the airport in Jodhpur on Friday. PTI

il - gt

e

b | —

tion from aviation authori-
ties on continued closure
of multiple airports in In-
dia, Air India flights to and
from the following stations
- Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,
Jodhpur, Amritsar, Chandi-
garh, Bhuj, Jamnagar and
Rajkot - are being can-
celled till 5:29 a.m. on May

15, pending further up-
dates. Customers holding
valid tickets for travel dur-
ing this period will be of-
fered a one-time waiver on
rescheduling charges or a
full refund for cancella-
tions,” Air India said in a
post on X.

IndiGo added that book-
ings made on or before
May 8 are eligible for fee
waiver on change of travel
date or cancellation fee
waiver for travel until May
22 to and from Srinagar,
Jammu, Amritsar, Leh,
Chandigarh, Dharamshala,
Bikaner, Jodhpur, Kishan-
garh and Rajkot.

As many as 138 flights to
and from the Delhi airport
were cancelled by various
airlines because of the tem-
porary closure on Friday.
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The airports include
those in Amritsar, Ludhia-
na, Pathankot, Patiala,
Bathinda, Halwara, Shim-
la, Bhuntar, Kangra-Gag-
gal, Bikaner, Kishangarh,
Mundra, Jamnagar, Hira-
sar, Porbandar, Keshod,
Kandla and Bhuj.

“Following a notifica-

tion from aviation authori-
ties on continued closure
of multiple airports in In-
dia, Air India flights to and
from the following stations
- Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,
Jodhpur, Amritsar, Chandi-
garh, Bhuj, Jamnagar and
Rajkot - are being can-
celled till 5:29 a.m. on May

15, pending further up-
dates. Customers holding
valid tickets for travel dur-
ing this period will be of-
fered a one-time waiver on
rescheduling charges or a
full refund for cancella-
tions,” Air India said in a
post on X.

IndiGo added that book-
ings made on or before
May 8 are eligible for fee
waiver on change of travel
date or cancellation fee
waiver for travel until May
22 to and from Srinagar,
Jammu, Amritsar, Leh,
Chandigarh, Dharamshala,
Bikaner, Jodhpur, Kishan-
garh and Rajkot.

As many as 138 flights to
and from the Delhi airport
were cancelled by various
airlines because of the tem-
porary closure on Friday.
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Govt directs CISF to
check cargo, in-line
baggage in civil airports

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MEW DELHI.MAY 10

AVIATION SECURITY regulator
the Bureau of Civil Aviaton
Secunity ( BCAS ) Saturday asked
the CISF inextend additional se-
Curity cover [o Supervise cargo
operations and the in-line hold
baggage screening system acmss
Indian cvil airpors.

In a press statement, DIG
Ay Dahiva chiel spokesperson,
CI5F, saie that ina significant de-
cision Lo boost security across
civil airparts, DirecorGeneral af
BCAS has Bsued anofficial mem-
orandum on May 9temporanly
extending the role of the CISF as
the Aviation Security Group
[ASG) o provide additional se-
curily cover Lo cargo operations
and the in-line hold baggage
screening system ([LHBSS ).

“This arangement, effective
from May 9toMay 18is a direct
respaonse to the recent lemorist
amackin Pahalgam and the sub-
sequent security scenanoin the
country " the statement said.

“CISF ha s responded immedi-
ately and resumed oversight over
cargn and baggage aperations,
CISF will oversee operations and
the security stalfof airport oper-

ators for [LHBSS. The directives
also authorize CISF personnel o
perform random checks and
oversee access control o these
critical facilities, All airports un-
der cove ral CI5F, have alreadyim
plermented the nesw strengthened
system,” Dahiva said.

“Prior to thisdirective, CISFs
deployment as the primary avi-
ation security force did not ex-
phicithyextend m the direc secu-
rity and screening of cargo
operations.and the in-line hobd
baggage screening system. The
decigonaims o introduce acru-
cal secondary Laver of secunty
checks to enhance aviaion secu-
k" he said. The CISF usually s
ornly entrusted to frisk passen-
gersand their cabinbaggage The
cargn and In-line Hold Baggage
Screening System (ILHBSS)
checking wasdone by privale se-
curity staff engaged by the air-
lines and airport operaiors

On Friday afternoon, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah re-
viewed the prevailing situation
along India's border with
Pakistan and airports in the
country. The meeting came
hours after the BSF said it had
foiled an infiltration bid from
across the International Border
in Jamm
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Atleast 60 domestic flights
cancelled at IGI amid conflict

NEW DELHI: At least a0
domestic flights to and from
the Delhi atrport were cancelled
on Saturday, a source sid.

Security measures have
been beefed wp, and at least 32
airports in northern and west-
em parts of the country have
been temporarily shut as the
military conflict between India
and Pakistan has intensified,

The source said 30 domestic
departures and 30 arrivals were
cancelled at the Delhi airport
from 5.00 am to 2.30 pm.

On Friday, 138 J]igﬁ[s to-and
from the Dedhi airport were
cancelled by various airdines.

There have been multiple
{light cancellations at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
{IGLA) in the last few days.

Ina post on X on Saturday,
DIAL said airport operations

Ops presently
normal: DIAL

NEW DELHI: Operations at
the Dethi atrport are presently
normal though some flights
might be impacted due to the
evolving airspace conditions
amid the military conflict
between India and Pakistan,
officials said.

Enhanced security mea-
sures have been put in place at
airports across the country as
the military conflict between
the two nations intensified,

Delhi International Air-
port Lid (DIAL) said in a
post on X that operations are
presently nocmal BGENCIES

continue as normal.

"However, due to evolyv-
ing airspace conditions and
enhanced security measures as
directed by the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security, some flight
schedules may be impacted and
securily processing times may
take longer” it said.

Passengers have also been
advised to arrive early 1o
accommaodate potential delays
al security checks Further,
DIAL has requested passen-
gers to cooperate with airline
and security staff.

Delhi International Air-
port Lid (DIAL) operates
IGLA. A total of 32 airports
across northern and western
parts of the country, induding
Srinagar and Amritsar, have
been closed for cvilian Dight
operations till May 15, AGENCIES
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Kolkata airport, Port beef up security; Jalpaiguri
tighten vigilance along ‘Chicken Neck’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Amid India-Paki-
stan tensions after Operation Sin-
door, Kolkatas NSCBI Airport has
ramped up security, increasing
CISF personnel, enhancing bag-
gage checks and deploying plain-
clothes officers. Emergency drills
were held, flights were rerouted
and passengers were advised to
arrive early. Authorities remain

on high alert due to the airport’s
strategic border proximity.

The Syama Prasad Mooker-
jee Port, Kolkata, has also raised
its security to level two, can-
celled staff leave and enhanced
cybersecurity.

Strict access control, emer-
gency readiness, and regular drills
are underway to ensure opera-
tional continuity and safeguard
vital port infrastructure.

Moreover, a high-level coor-
dination meeting in Jalpaiguri
reviewed security and disaster
preparedness near the border and
the strategic ‘Chicken’s Neck' cor-
ridor. Chaired by the DM and SP,
it involved the Army, BSE, NDRF
and civil departments, empha-
sising surveillance, inter-agency
coordination and readiness for
emergencies along unfenced bor-
der areas. See P3
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On alert: Kolkata airport tightens
security, travel advisory issued

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: In response to
escalating tensions between
India and Pakistan follow-
ing Operation Sindoor, Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national (NSCBI) Airport in
Kolkata has significantly bol-
stered its security measures.

According to airport
authorities, the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF)
has increased its personnel
strength at the airport from
1,400 to 1,600, implementing
rigorous security protocols
typically reserved for high-risk
occasions like Republic Day.

These measures include
thorough wvehicle checks,
deployment of plainclothes
officers for passenger profil-
ing, and intensified terminal
patrols with sniffer dogs.

A second layer of baggage
checks at boarding gates has
also been introduced to ensure
no security lapses.

The Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security (BCAS) con-
vened an emergency meeting
on May 8, to review and
strengthen these arrange-
ments, recognising Kolkata

Security Beefed Up

#» CISF has increased its per-
sonnel strength at the air-
port from 1,400 to 1,600,
implementing rigorous
security protocols typically

reserved for high-risk occo-

sions like Republic Day

» A second layer of baggage checks at boarding gates
has also been introduced to ensure no security lapses

» These measures include thorough vehicle checks, deploy-
ment of plainclothes officers for passenger profiling, and
intensified terminal patrols with sniffer dogs

» The airport has witnessed some flight cancellations but

reported no significant choos

airport’s strategic sensitivity
due to its proximity to three
international borders. Author-
ities conducted a comprehen-
sive security drill simulating
an air raid scenario, involv-
ing key stakeholders like CISF,
Customs, and Immigration.
The airport has witnessed
some flight cancellations but
reported no significant chaos.
Passengers have been
advised to arrive two hours
early for domestic flights
and three hours for interna-

tional ones to accommodate
enhanced checks, includ-
ing Secondary Ladder Point
Checks (SLPC).

Kolkata’s Air Traffic Con-
trol has also rerouted flights
to avoid Pakistani airspace,
managing increased traf-
fic while suspending runway
repairs. Despite its distance
from the conflict zone, the
airport remains on high alert,
prepared for emergencies with
a contingency plan in place,
said airport authorities.
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Atleast 24 airports closed
for civilian flights till May 15

NEW DELHI: At least 24 air-
ports in northern and western
parts of the country, including
Srinagar and Chandigarh, have
been shut for civilian flights till
May 15, sources said on Friday.

Earlier, these airports were
closed for civilian flights till
May 10 in view of the military
conflict between India and
Pakistan.

Airlines on Friday said that
their flights have been can-
celled due to temporary clo-
sure of airports till May 15.

The sources said at least
24 airports have been closed
for civilian flights till 05:29
hours of May 15. The airports
include Chandigarh, Srinagar,

Amritsar, Ludhiana, Bhuntar,
Kishengarh, Patiala, Shimla,
Dharamsala, and Bathinda.

Jaisalmer, Jodhpur, Leh,
Bikaner, Pathankot, Jammu,
Jamnagar, and Bhuj are among
the other airports that have
been temporarily closed for
civilian flights.

“Following a notification
from aviation authorities on
continued closure of multi-
ple airports in India, Air India
flights to and from the following
stations -- Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,
Jodhpur, Amritsar, Chandigarh,
Bhuj, Jamnagar and Rajkot -- are
being cancelled till 0529 hrs IST
on 15 May,” the airline said in a
poston X, WGEMCIES

10 MAY 2025
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60 domestic flights to
and from IGI airport
cancelled, security up

EXPRESS NEWS SERVILE
&1 New Dedh

AT least 60 domestic Mights
toand from thie Delhl aleport
were cancelled on Saturday
inview ol the evolving mili-
tary crisis between India and
Pakistan, officials sald.

Security measures have
been reinforeed. and at leasi
42 alrports in northern and
western parts of the country
have been temporar ily shut
ammid the military conflict.

Meanwhile, the Central In-
dustrial Securiiy Force {CISF}
on Saturday sald 1t has
extended an addit ional
security cover o tem- .
porarily supervise
cargoaperat ions and
indine hold bapgape
SCreeTing svstem af 62
clvil alrports of the
country under its counter-
IHITOTS COVEL

Sourees privy to the devel-
apments sald 30 domestic de-
partures and 30 arrivals were
cancolled at the Indira Gan
dhi International (IGI) Alr-
port in the capital between
5Sam and 2.0 pm.

On Friday, 138 Blghts to and
I the Delhi airport were
cancelled by various aidine
operators. In the last few days,
there have been multiple
flight cancellations at the 1G]

Ajrpart. Inaposton X on Sat-
urday the Delhl Internat lonal
Alrport Limited (DIAL)
which operates the TGT Air-
pori, said airport operations
continue as normal. “Howoey
er, due to evolving airspace
conditions and enhanced se
curity measures as directed
by the Bureau of Civil Avis
tion Security some flight
schedules may be impacted
and security processing times
may take longer.” It said.Pas
sengers have also been ad
vised to mrrive eardy to accom-
modate potential delays at
security checks

Further, the aiport
authority has re-
quested passengers

1o cooperate with air

line and security
staff for smooth
[ itat ion.

According to officials,
the cancelled flights mclade
[our International arrivals
fve inter national de puertures,
il domestic arvivals and 66
domestic departums

Owing to the uncertainty
amid the svolving conflict
situation, the Delhi alrport
has Issued an advisory for
passengers. The airport au-
thority asked passengers to
reach the alrport early o en
sure that security checks can
b el o LiEme,
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India-Pak conflictaffects 11 pc ofdaily domesticair traffic: Industry data

AGENCIES

{EW DELHI, 38A

As tensions llare up between
India and Pakistan, o least
11 per cent of the daily
domestic air traffic has been
affected followingthe shut-
down of 24 airports in the
country, data showed on
Friday.

According to industry
data, average daily domestic
flights dropped from 3,265
in April to 2907 (as of B
May)

Nearly 570 airline routes
will be affected owver 9-10
May. This includes 334
incoming and 336 outgoing
flights across the 24 airport s
that have been shut, accord-
ing to Flight Radar24 data.

Airports in Srinagar,
Chandigorh, Amritsar,
Jammu and Leh accounit for
the most affected routes
Other impacied airports
include Patala, Bhuntar,
Pathankot, Bikanor, | aisalmer,

Mumd re, Kes hod and Rajkot.
As per industry data,
arrivals are also delaved
across cities including Defhi,
Mumb i, Bengaluru, Hyder-
abad, Kolkata and Chennai
Depanures from these air
pons face higher dismiption,
according to Flight Radar24

datn.

Meanwhile, the Indira
Gandhi Internatinnal Admport
inn DeThi remained open and
operational on Friday

“DelhiArportopemtions
rermain normal. Some flights
are impacted due tochanging
airspace conditions and

Airports in Srinagar, Chandigarh, Amritsar,
Jammu and Leh account for the most affected
routes. Other impacted airports include
Patiala, Bhuntar, Pathankot, Bikaner, Jaisalmer,
Mundra, Keshod and Rajkot.

heightened security. Please
check with your airlinesfor
the latestupdates, " said the
Dethi Intermational Airport
Ltd (DIAL) in a post on X.

“We are working closely
with all stakehold ers to min -
IMISE any INCOnvenience, '.
DIAL added.

Low-cost carrier IndiGo,
which is facing up to 500
fMight cancellations, said in
an X post: "Your safety is
paramount ardd we are here
to help you travel with ease.”

Ihe grounding of civil
Mlights is impacting connec-
tivity in northern and western
India, and wravellers have
been urged to check with
aifines bhefore heading to
the airpart.

The Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security (BCAS) has
advised all airhnes and air-
ports in the country to
strengthen securnty meas-
ures.

"Diue to an order fom
the Bureauof Civil Aviaion
Security regarding enhanced
SECUNN Measures al Sl orts,
T!ﬁ.'iﬂ"'nm‘ .'II:'!T'I'QH-IhE"T (n] I.I'IIT'_f
are encouraged toallowextra
time for check-inand boand-
ing. Check-in will close 75
minutes before departure,”
said Air India,

Ontheother hand, inter-
national traffic remains
largely stable, with daily
Mights dipping marginally
from 616 to 604, according
to FlightRndar24 data.
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Over 60 flights cancelled at Delhi airport amid
security measures, operations remain normal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MNEV ELHI, 10 /KA
At least B0 domestic flights
werecancelled at Delhi Airpon
on Saturday, even as normal
operations continued at one
of the country’s busiest air-
porTts.

The cancellations were
promped by a directive from
the Airports Authorityof Indin
{AAl) and relevant aviation
authorities, which issued a
series of Notlces 1o Alrmen
{NOTAMsI

These notices announced
the temporary closure of 32
Arports across northern and
swestern India for oll civil Dight
operations from 4 to 14 May,
in view of ongoing military

tensions with Pakistan.

Inits latest advisory, Delhi
Internation al Airport Limited

(DIAL) confirmed that oper

ations are procesding smooth-
Iv. “Delhi Airport operations

are unn ing smoothly as wsual
However, due to evolving alr-
space conditons and enhanced
security meas ures as directed
by the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Secunty, some flight schedules
may beimpacted and security
processing times coukd be
longer,” DIAL stated in a post
onX. Meamwhile, a video cir
culating on socialmedia cased
panic by flsely cloiming on
artack on Delhi Alrport.

“An oldvidenis being falsely
shared as footape of amissile
sirike on New Delhi Airport,
This videoshows o gas station
explosion in Aden, Yemen,
from August 2024, and has
no connection to the curment
| ndia—* akistan situation.” P16
Fact Check clarified
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Airportsecurity tightened:
CISF mandate extended to
cargo and baggage screening

STATESMAN NEWS

Ina significant move tobalster
security across India's ol aie
pons, the Director General of
the Bureau of Chvil Aviation
Security (BCAS) has issued an
Officz] Memomndum (OM),
tempo by edendingtheman
date of the Central Indusmial
Securtty Force (CISF) as the
Avintion Security Group (ASGL

I'he CISF will now provide
additional security covernge
for carpo operations and the
In-ne Hold Baggage Screening
System {(ILHBSS)

[he BCASisued the mem-
nmndum on Friday, with the
newarmngement taking effec
immediael, Thisdevelopmern
follows the recent terronst
attnck in Pahalpam ond the
evolving security situation

acmss the coumiry.

Responding swifily, the CISF
hasresumed oversight of cargo
nnd baggnge opemtions and
willsupervse both theoperations
and securitysta ff deploved by
airport operators for [LHESS,

Ihedirectvealsoauhorzes
(15F personnel to conduct
mndom checks and manage
access control i these critical
mirport facilities,

Extending the CISF's mole
is considered essential to rein-
forcing security at all civil
airports. Adrports currently
under CISF pmtection have
already implemented the
enhanced security protocols.

Previousy, the CISFsdeploy-
mient as the primary aviation
securty fonce didnotexplicdy
cover the direct secunty and
screening of carpn opemtions
and ILHRBSS.

11 BIAY 2023
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casLRATLA, DA TURDAY 10 MAY 2020 —

Cityairportonhighalert, CISF cancelsallleave

Airportsacrossindiahave been directed to heightensurveillance, with Notices to Airmen (NOTAMS) issued for 20key airports and similar measures enforced at other major hubs
i 8 MAY o Special Naka at KNU airport: The Central Industrial

B Security Forces today kicked off a three-tier on-road
naka checking at the Kazi Nazrul Islam Airport at Andal
from Friday considering the escalating tensions. The
Centre has heightened security measures at the entire
airports and flights nationwide and the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security has mandated secondary ladder point
security checks for the passengers besides, visitor's
entry to the terminals has also been prohibited. Kailash
Mondal, director, KNI Airport said: "Security has been
beefed up following the latest directives on the issue.

KOLKATA

s military tensions
escalate between
India and Pakistan
ollowing the Pahal-
gam terror attack and India’s
subsequent Operation Sin-
door, Kolkata's Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International

Airport has been placed on
high alert.

The Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), respon-
sible for airport security, has
cancelled all leave forits per-
sonnel. Officials confirmed
thateventhose onleave have
beenrecalled and instructed
toreport for duty immediately.
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation Security is
expected to hold avideocon-
ference today to assess pas-
senger safety measures at the
airport. Security protocols
havebeensignificantly tight-
ened across arrival and depar-
ture zones, with no vehicles
allowed to haltin these areas.
India's ministry of civil aviation

The flight services are uninterrupted as of now."

has directed all airports across
the country to heighten sur-
veillance and implement
enhanced screening proce-
dures. NOTAMs (Notice to
Airmen) have beenissued for
20 key airports, and similar
precautions are being enforced
at other major hubs.

The CISF deputy inspector

general held ahigh-level meet-
ingon Thursdaywith the air-
portdirector and senior airline
officials to review security
preparedness. Inresponse to
potential threats, passengers
have been advised to report
at least three hours prior to
departure, with boarding gates
scheduled to close 30 minutes

before flight time. Late Thurs-
day, Indian authorities report-
ed multiple attempted drone
and missile strikes by Pakistan
across Jammu and Kashmir,
Rajasthan, and Punjab. All
attacks were intercepted,
according to Indian defense
sources. This comes amid
growing fears of a broader
conflict, as both sides brace
for further escalations. The
situation remains fluid, and
security agencies are main-
taining a state of maximum
vigilance.

In the wake of this with
additional checks, including

vehicle inspections, extra
frisking, and a second layer
of baggage checks at the
boarding gate, passengers
have been advised to report
early to avoid being rushed.
Armed jawans have been
posted on watchtowers and
on foot patrol throughout
the day to maintain strict
vigilance. Different sets of
Quick Response Teams of
local police and CISF per-
sonnel have been deployed
outside the terminal building
as well. The force's strength
was increased from 1,400 to
1,600.



Delhi and Mumbai airports, and several airlines, ask passengers to arrive early for longer security checks
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lyers stare
at longer
wait time

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: Delll and Mum-
bl alrports, as well as sever-
al atritnes, on Friday 1ssued
advisories urging passengers
10 arrive early for enhanced
SeCUrlty checks In the wake
of the rising tensions between
Indla and Paklstan.

The Bureau of CIvIL Avi-
ation Security has enhanced
overall securtty at alrports
across the couniry after Pa-
Kistan sent 300-400 drones to-
wards 36 locations from Leh to
Sir Creek on Thursday night
to target Indlan military in-
stallations, The drones were
shot down by the military.

“Delhl alrport operations
contlnue as normal,” sald
Delhi International Afrport
Limited (DIAL), which man-
ages the Indira Gandhi Inter-
natlonal Alrport. It also ac-
knowledged that fight sched-
ules and processing tlmes at
security checkpolnts might
be affected by the changing
ahrspacedynamics and height-
enod security protocols.

According to sources,
Delhi alrport on Friday re-
ported 138 fight cancella-
ilons, Including 129 domestic
flights. On Thursday, 79 do-
mestic and 11 international
flights wore cancalled.

Delhl alrport has asked
passengers to follow updates
and Instructlons provided by
thelr respective alilines, com-
ply with hand bageage and
check-in luggage regnlations
and allow extra time for sect-
rity checks. “Cooperate with
airline and security personnel
for smooth facilitation,” DIAL
urged passengers.

The advisory also cau-
tomed flyers to refer to officlal
chanmnals for accurale updates
andd avold cireulating unverd-
fied Information.

Mumbal airport requested
passangers to arrive “well In

advance t ensure a smooth
travel experience”, given the
enhanced securlty measures
that may lead to “longer walt
tHmes at the alrport™.

On Thursday night, Alr
India and Akasa Alrlines
urged flvers to reach the alr-
port three hours before de-
parture for smoother security
checks.

Around 24 alrports 1n the
narthern and western parts of
the couniry have been closed
for civil operations. Accord-
ing to sourees, the Notice 0
Alrmen (Notam}) on airport
closure has been extended 111
May 14 night.

Foreign advisories

Many forelgn countries,
including the US, the UK,
Canada and Australia, have
advised thelr citizens to stay
away from the conflict 2ones In
India and Paklstan,

The US has asked its cit-
1zens travelllng or Uving
abroad to enrol In the Smart
Traveller Enrollment Pro-
gramme to receive real-time
security updates and alerts
from the nearest US embassy
ar consulate. The UK's For-
olgn, Commonwealth & De-
velopment Office has urged
British naticnals to follow the
aivice of local authorities and
local media reports when trav-
elling t0 India and Paklstan.

Canada has asked trav-
ellers to avold areas within
10km of the border with Pakl-
stan In Guparat, Ragasthan and
Punjab. Australla has asked
1ts natlonals to take officlal
warnings serlously and follow
the advice of local authorities
in India.

On Thursday, the Dutch
mintstry of forelgn affairs re-
portedly 1ssued a “code red”
travel advisory for specific re-
glons In the two South Aglan
countries. Sweden and Fin-
land have asked nationals to
be cautious in Indls.

EOLEATA

10 BIAY 2025
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Airport urges
early check-ins

Ahmedabad: With heighte-
ned security measures in for-
ce across India, Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
airport in Ahmedabad issued
a fresh advisory urging pas-
sengers to arrive well ahead
of departure. The move came
as27airportsacross India, in-
cluding key terminals in the
north and west, were shut
amid national security-rela-
ted airspace restrictions.

“We request all passeng-
ers to factor in additional ti-
mefor security checks and ar-
rive early to ensure a smooth
travel experience,” the air-
port stated on Friday, follo-
wing an alert from the Bu-
reauof Civil Aviation Securi-
ty (BCAS) late on Thursday.

Flight disruptions conti-
nued into Friday with cancel-
lations affecting departures
to Jodhpur, Bhuj and Chandi-
garh, and arrivals from Jodh-
pur and Belgaum. tww
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Newark ATC loses radar
access briefly, again

1 The air traffic control-
I lers directing planes
into the Newark, New
Jersey, airport lost their ra-
dar on Friday morning for
thesecond time intwo weeks.
The federal aviation ad-
ministration (FAA) said the
radar at the facility in Phila-
delphia that directs planesin
and out of Newark airport
went black for 90 seconds at
3.55am(localtime)on Friday.
That's similar to what
happened on April 28,

That first radar outage
hadled tohundredsof flights
being cancelled or delaved
at the Newark airport over
the past two weeks after the
aviation administration slo-
wed down traffic at the air-
port to ensure safety.

Several controllers also
went on trauma leave after
that outage, worsening the
existing shortage.

The FAA said earlier this
weekitisinstallingnew fiber
optic data lines to carry the
radar signal between its faci-
lities in Philadelphia and

The first radar outage on April 28
led to many flights being cancelled
or delayed at Newark airport over
the past two weeks

New York. Officials said so-
me of the lines connecting
those twofacilities are outda-
ted copper wire.

Transportation secreta-
ry Sean Duffy announced a
multi-billion-dollar plan on
Thursday to replace the na-
tion’s aging air traffic cont-
rol system to prevent pro-
blems like this from happe-
ningand give controllers mo-
dern technology.

Officials developed the
plan to upgrade the system
after a deadly midair crash
in Jan between a passenger
jet and an Army helicopter
killed 67 people In the skies
over Washington DC. ap

10 BIAY 2025
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RGIA gets
hoax bomb
threat mail

Tinaes News Nerwonk

Hyderabad: Ananonymous
email claiming that slesper
calls have been positioned at
the Rajiv Gandhi Internstio-
nal Adrport {RGLA) fo carry
ot anexplosion sent securi-
ty forees into a frenzy on Fri
day afternoon.

However, after a thoro
uph security sweep, authort
ties confirmed that no suspi-
chons jtems wers found,

The email was received
by airport authorities, who
el Enledy aberted the po
lice, In response, the Central
Industrial Security Foroe, In
eoordination with the Cyhbe-
rabad police, launched an
anti-sabotoge  operntion
Smiffer dog= and a bamb dis
posal sguad wore deplovedio
scan the premises.

DOG SQUAD DEPLOYED

Desphte the nature of the
threal, airport operations
continued  uninterrupted
Flights remained on schedu
le, and nopanicwas reported
among passengers.  Hows
ver, security was significant-
Iy heightened, with extensi
vi checks on vehicles and
closa monitoring of indivi
duals entering the airport

“The email mentioned
aleaper eells at the alrport
and threatened on imminent
exphsion,” policesalkd,

Authorities have begun
tracing its orlgin. Acase has
heen registered by RGLA po
lice, and an investizgation is
on. Police said similar thee
ats were reported at other
majorairports across the co
uniry on sume doy
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Operations halted at Hisar airport

I'mmone NEws SERVICE

ISAR, SLAY )

The airport authorities have
arspendied the operations at
thes Hesar Arrport till firtker
notice due to se0s
CEmME

are scheduled to tmvel frmom
Hizar Adrgoort, including thise
s=heduled o fiw to Avodhyn
on Friday, wene informed vin
messape that their lightshad

besem el el
Offwial souree:
nof fightsi
cautionary measure as H
Adrport bas been classiled

s m senadee 2te i view ol
the prewailing a i In

concerng, authorities Ilil.'\.i"

decicder] b imerense e

The air services uat |

Avrport begran on Apod 14

with the maiigiraton of
fights by PM Naremdra
Modi Since then, mepgulur

thghis havve operaled tasoe i
week betwesn Delhi, Hisar
and Apodhya. However, doe
o the onpoing security
igmiey, kR B FEETR WERe gnS-
opticnn 1o either
dule thesir fhehts or
receive n refund for their
tickets, sy the officisls
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CISE to oversee cargo
operationsat all airports

LIpwan Jaracs

TR S

PN LI, MU0

The Bureay of Civil Awintion
Sevurity (BCAS) has epanded]
the Central Industrind Security
Fomee's (CISF) mandate to
mchude diredt oversight of car-
go ol bagpage scresning
operations i all chal alrponts in
the wake of heghiened ten
stomswith Pakistan,

Effective Muy § through
3.!1.1_'.-' 18, the CISF will now
sUpeErvise seounty proresses
within the corgo fterminals
tru] the In-line Hold Baggage
Sereening Syaem. “This tem-
porary extengwn folloas a
recent  terrorist attack in
Pohalpsm, prompting height-
enl alertness semss the avi-
ation sector” a ssmior CISF
affieer said ]'n-l'u:l.u;t_\'. 1he

CESF's role as the Aviation
Secunty Group did nol
enoompiass  dimecl  imolve
ment in these specii oreas.
With this new dEeecine,
igmie] through an  official
mermsmndirm by the Director
Geneml of BCAS, the CISF hae
resumed oversight duties ot all
ClEFonere]  abpors, The
Frroe 18 authorised to oonduct
randiom inspections and mun-
age woress control ot key
points. “CISF's  immediale
ot ol peachness: s o ety
ment toiks criticn] role in sofs-
Euamling the nation's avistion
infrastmpcture . saad  Ajay
Diahays, Depuity Inspector Gen
el of CISE The mnitiathe
intrduces @ vital secondory
|.u|'.-ﬁ' off chiesckes, mirmed at ford-
Py Inclin's aviatinn security
i the B of emmerging thieats

Q5F porsonnel keep avigll at the NSCBIAlpartin Kolkata, rn
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Delhi ﬁ']l‘pﬂﬂ upemtims remain normal

MNew Delhi: Delhiintematona Arport Limited (DALY on Sat-
urday sald that operations are piooesd ng smoot iy, "Delhi
Alrport operationsane runnings moothly as usual, However,
dueto evolving airspace conditonsand enhanood secuty
measumsas direded by the Bursau of Ol Auviation Securd
by, sormeflight sehadules may be mpacted and saeurdty pro
cessing times could be longern,” the aport said n s Bes
travel advisory. “We enaourage &l pessengarsto ely on off
clal sources for sccurate information and avold sharing
urverified content,” the advis iy B, aw
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New flight routes announced
from Andhra Pradesh

# From June 12, IndiGo will also launch flights
connecting Visakhapatmam to Bhubaneswar

# Aijr India Express will begin daily flight operations
between Vijayawada and Bengaluru from June 2

METRO INDLA NEWS | AW AR AVATI

Union Civil Aviation Minister
Rammohan Naido announced
new flights from key towns in
Andhra Pradesh.

Starting June 13, IndiGo will
operate four weekly flights,
opening a new international
route that links Visakhapat-
nam with the UAE% capital
Abu Dhabi. This service is ex-
pected to benefit the large Te-
lugu dizspora and boost trade,
tourism, and business oppor-
tunities between Andhra Pra-
desh and the Middle East

From June 12, IndiGo will
also launch flights connecting
Visakhapatnam to Bhubanes-

wat, the capital of Odisha This
move is aimed at enhancing
inter-state regional connectiv-
ity and fostering stronger cul
mral and economic ties
betwee en the two e astern states.

Air India Express will begin
daily flight operations between
Vijayawada and Bengaluru
from June 2, creating a vital
link between Andhra Pradeshs
capital region and India’s lead-
ing IT hub.

“These developments are a
testament to the leadership of
PM Narendra Modi and CM
Chandrababu Naidu,” Rammo-
han Neidu added in his post.
“They mark another step for-
ward in building a truly con-
nected and globally integrated
Andhra Pradesh”

The minister further added
that more flights would be
added and more routes would
be introduced to connect
major cities to the restof India.
Once Amaravati is developed,
Andhra Pradesh would also
develop on all fronts. To start
with there is already alotof de-
mand for flights to neigh bour-
ing states,
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IndiGo suspends flights to
Almaty, Tashkent till June 14

Press Trust of india row-body aircraft to Almaty Flights to Almaty stand
Mew Dalhi, May B (Kazakhstan) and Tashkent cancelled from April 27 until
(Uzbekistan). at least May 7 and to Tash-

IndiGo has suspended its The official told PTI that kent from April28 until May
direct flights to Almaty and the flights to Almaty and 7, the airline had said in a
Tashkent till June 14 due to Tashkent have now been statement.

aircraft operational range suspended till June 14, Amid escalating tensions
constraints, an airline offi- On April 25, IndiGo said between the two countries
cial said on Thursday. that around 50 international following the Pahalgam

The country’s largest air- routes operated by it will terror attack that killed at
line, which has been operat- require longer sectors and least 26 people, India initi-
ing daily flights to the two hence may be subject to ated retaliatory measures.
overseas cities from Delhi, someslightschedule adjust- Pakistan closed its airspace
had first suspended the ser- ments. for Indian airlines on April
vices till May 7. "With the same restric- 24, and later on April 30,

After the closure of the tions and limited rerout- India barred Pakistan carri
Pakistan airspace from April ing options, unfortunately, ers from using its alrspace.
24 onwards, Indian air- Almaty and Tashkent are On Wednesday,
lines operat- outside the operational under Oper

5 fno Vot R T ek Yor imen
have been forces launched
taking longer missile
routes and nar- attacks

row-body planes on terror tar-
might not operate gets in Pakistan
non-stop for a long duration. Go'scurrent and Pakistan-Occupied

IndiGo operates Airbus nar- fleet,” it had said. Kashmir (Pok).
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India-Pak conflictaffects 11 pc of daily domesticair traffic: Industry data

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 9 MAY

As tensions flare up between
India and Pakistan, at least
11 per cent of the daily
domestic air traffic has been
affected following the shut-
down of 24 airports in the
country, data showed on
Friday.

According to industry
data, average daily domestic
flights dropped from 3,265
in April to 2,907 (as of 8
May]).

Nearly 670 airline routes
will be affected over 9-10
May. This includes 334
incoming and 336 outgoing
flights across the 24 airports
that have been shut, accord-
ing to FlightRadar24 data.

Airports in Srinagar,
Chandigarh, Amritsar,
Jammu and Leh account for
the most affected routes.
Other impacted airports
include Patiala, Bhuntar,
Pathankot, Bikaner, Jaisalmer,

Mundra, Keshod and Rajkot.

As per industry data,
arrivals are also delayed
across cities including Delhi,
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hyder-
abad, Kolkata and Chennai.
Departures from these air-
ports face higher disruption,
according to FlightRadar24

\

data.

Meanwhile, the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
in Delhiremained open and
operational on Friday.

“Delhi Airport operations
remain normal. Some flights
are impacted due to changing
airspace conditions and

Airports in Srinagar, Chandigarh, Amritsar,
Jammu and Leh account for the most affected
routes. Other impacted airports include
Patiala, Bhuntar, Pathankot, Bikaner, Jaisalmer,
Mundra, Keshod and Rajkot.

heightened security. Please
check with your airlines for
the latestupdates,” said the
Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL) in a post on X.

“We are working closely
with all stakeholders to min-
imise any inconvenience,”
DIAL added.

Low-cost carrier IndiGo,
which is facing up to 500
flight cancellations, said in
an X post: “Your safety is
paramount and we are here
to help you travel with ease.”

The grounding of civil
flights is impacting connec-
tivity in northern and western
India, and travellers have
been urged to check with
airlines before heading to
the airport.

The Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security (BCAS) has
advised all airlines and air-
ports in the country to
strengthen security meas-
ures.

“Due to an order from
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security regarding enhanced
security measures at airports,
passengers across the country
are encouraged to allow extra
time for check-in and board-
ing. Check-in will close 75
minutes before departure,”
said Air India.

On the other hand, inter-
national traffic remains
largely stable, with daily
flights dipping marginally
from 616 to 604, according
to FlightRadar24 data.
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