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AAI inspects
airport sites

'op officials from the Alrports Authority of
lrvcdia (AAL on Wisdnesday inspectad one
of the three shortlisted sites for Ben-
galiru's propased second airport near Kunlgal
Road. A day earlier, the team had visited bwo
other locations off Kanakapura Road, After the
inspections, the officials held discussions with
Infrastructure Development Minkster MB Patil
A live presentation was made to the AAl team,
highlighting the growing need for a second
alrport in Bengaluni due o rsing ndustrial ac-
tivity and increasing civillan air traffic. Minkster
Patll stressed the government’s commibtroent o
mairtaining transparency in the site selection
process, He said the final decision would be
made based on the AALS report and recommen
datlons, considering the city 'y sprecific s,
Even as the AAl inspects the three shortisted
sites, there |8 growing support for the alrpon to
come up ot Sira in Tumakuru district, about 120
km from Bengalumi — with Union Minister of
State V Somanna lending his voice to the
demand, A number of leglslators, cutting across
party lines, have signed a petition addressed 1o
the Chief Minister and the Union Minkster, urg-
Inge thiem to sedect Sirm as the site for the |1ru|kvw|_i
airport. The campaign is being spearheaded by
senior Congress leader and MLAT B Jayachandra,
-BMB & Agencles
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Airports Authority team wraps up inspection
for Bengaluru's second airport

Visits third shortlisted location
off Nelamangala-Kunigal Road

k. 4

BENGALURU, DHNS

he delegation from the
I Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAl) concluded its
three-day visit to Bengaluru on
Wednesday, afterinspectingthe
third shortlisted location for the
IT city'ssecond international air-
port, offthe Nelamangala-Kuni-
gal Road.

The team, which visited two
locations on Kanakapura Road
on Tuesday, is likely to submit a
reportto AAL detailing prosand
consofall threelocations,

In Nelamangala (western
Bengaluru), the government
hasidentified about 5,000 acres
across two gram panchayats —
Yentaganahalli & Soladeva-
nahalli — but the area falls in
Magadi taluk. The AAI officials
also toured nearby villages, in-
cluding Basavanahalli, Lingana-
halliand Mahadevapura, by car.

An AAI official jokingly said
the government should pay
themtrekking chargesasthein-
spection also involved climbing
arockyhillockcovering 75acres
byfoot, forabird'seveview ofthe

‘ LA

The delegation fromthe Airports Authority of India (AAI)
analyses maps during its visit to the third shortlisted location for
Bengaluru'ssecond international airport, off the Nelamangala-
Kunigal Road, on Wednesday. DH PHOTO/B K JANARDHAN

location.

Officials from the state in-
frastructure development
department, Karnataka Indus-
trial Areas Development Board
(KIADB), accompanied the del-
egation.

Officialstold the team thatthe
location, largely undeveloped,
was just 1.8 km from the nation-
alhighway.

A senior official said the gov-
ernment would assess the feasi-
bilityand financial viabilityof the

Threat of loss of livelihood

-
worries farmers

Agroup of farmers ex- will displace all ofus,” the
pressed concernsaboutthe  farmerssaidin unison.
proposal, saying it would Dayanand Bhandari,
take away their farmland,  special deputy commission-
where they growragi,areca  er of KIADB (land acquisi-
and coconut treesamong tion), told the farmers that
other crops. the AAl delegation was only

“Therearearound 6,000 surveying thelocation and
families in thisregion. Allof  afinal decision would be
usdependonagricultural ~ made only after consid-
income. Wewillnotbeable  ering various factors,
to buy alternative farmland  including environmental
with the compensation and social impacts of the
offered tous. The project project.

airportonce theteam submitted
itsreport.

“We expect thereportto pro-
vide clarity on physical feasibility

and airspace availability. Based
onthis,wewillundertake further
studieswiththehelpofexperts,”
the officer said.
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City airport sees massive
export of Apple products

In the past week, four freighters with the products were sent to the US. There will be a potential

increase in the shipment since China is facing huge tariffs from the US., says a market analyst

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

hennai airport wit-
nessed a massive
export of Apple

products in the last four
months.

Between January and
the first week of April, 30
freighters carrying large
volumes of Apple products
flew out of Chennai city to
the U.S. and Hong Kong, a
source said.

In March alone, 14
freighters were dispatched
from Chennai, carrying a
total of 1,000 tonnes (in
terms of shipment), to the
U.S. and Hong Kong.

In the past week, four
freighters were sent to the
U.S.

Tariff imposed

“Since Indian exports to
the U.S. will have 26% tarift
imposed, we are not sure
how many shipments will

start coming in. We have to
wait and see if this trend
will continue,” a source
said.

Sanyam Chaurasia, se-
nior analyst, Canalys, a glo-
bal technology market ana-
lyst firm, said the market

_ ' N

In demand: In the U.S., iPhones top the list of goods being imported
from India. REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

expects an increase in

shipments from India to
the U.S. for the non-PRO

variants, entry-level
iPhones, or legacy
iPhones.

“There will be a poten-
tial increase in the ship-
ment of these models since
China is facing tariffs signif-
icantly higher than that of
our country. India has a
competitive advantage as
compared to China and
Vietham. In the U.S,,
iPhones top the list of

goods being imported
from India. Production fa-
cilities here are getting ma-
tured to cater to markets
like the U.S. As far as Tamil
Nadu is concerned, since
there is a very large pre-
sence of the Apple product
suppliers here, the State
definitely has an edge over
others,” he said.

Pivotal role

According to a Press Infor-
mation Bureau release in

January this year, Tamil

Between January
and the first week of
April, 30 freighters
carrying large
volumes of Apple
products flew out of
Chennai city to the
U.S. and Hong Kong,
a source says

Nadu contributes around
30% of India’s electronics
exports, underscoring its
pivotal role in the sector.
The State has also start-
ed manufacturing the lat-
est iPhone mode, 16 Pro.

Smooth movement
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) carried out a lot of
upgrade work last year to
facilitate the smooth move-
ment of cargo in and out of
the airport.

A special corridor was
also created to facilitate the
smooth movement of Ap-
ple products.

“Once the shipment
reaches the entry point of
the cargo facility, it is of-
floaded, cleared by the

Customs, scanned, and
then loaded into the air-

craft,” a source said.
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Chennai airport sees 4x rise in
electronics & electricals export

GADGET RUSH. Shipments include large volumes of mobile phones, including iPhones

—
TE Raja Simhan
Chennai

From January to March,
Chennai airport’s air cargo
has been buzzing with activ-
ity driven by exports of elec-
tronics and  electrical
products, which saw a four-
fold increase in the first
three months of the year, per
Chennai airport data.

Exports of ‘electronics
and electricals’ stood at 541
tonnes in January 2025, and
went up to 1,561 tonnes in
Februaryand 2,203 tonnes in
March. In March 2024, the
export quantity was around
360 tonnes.

Out of the total exports
between electronics and
electrical goods, the former
contributes to over three-

fourths of the volume,
sources said.
IPHONE EXPORTS UP

Within mobiles, the export
of Apple phones from Chen-
nai airport has increased sig-
nificantly, they added. How-
ever, the exact numbers
could not be ascertained.

The consignment is usu-
ally carried in the passenger
aircraft’s belly. However, in
the last three months, ad-
hoc freighters have picked up
a large volume of special par-
cels, including mobile
phones, from Chennai, air-
port sources said.

Export boom

Export of electronics and electricals
(in tonnes)

2,203

1,561

Jan Feb Mar

Source: Chennal airport data

The US-based National
Airlines, which specialises in
cargo flights, operated two
special flights to Chennai in
this period. National Air-
lines’ jumbo Boeing 747-400
arrived at Chennai Interna-
tional Airport from Birming-
ham and soared onward to
Incheon with 116 tonnes of
cargo in its hold, said a social
media post by the Airports
Authority of India, Chennai.

An industry source said
the export data indicate
Chennai is the major hub for
mobile manufacturing with
players such as Foxconn and
Tata Electronics having their
plants in and around the
metropolis.

A Reuters report noted
that Apple chartered cargo
flights to ferry 600 tonnes of
iPhones, or as many as 1.5
million, to the US from India.

The company lobbied with
Indian airport authorities to
reduce the customs clear-
ance time at Chennai airport
from 30 hours to just six, ac-
cording to the report.

ELECTRONICS PLI

J Krishnan of S Natesa Iyer
Logistics LLP, a Chennai-
based freight forwarder, said
Chennai’s tryst with mobile
phones began with Nokia,
and then there was a pause.
Now, the assembly of
iPhones with renewed vigour
is a testament to the availab-
ility of talent, infrastructure
and policy decisions like PLI.
This will hasten the call of
the air cargo users.

“We need to have state-of-
the-art air cargo terminals to
nurture and drive this busi-
ness at a very competitive
cost,” he added.

Tarun Pathak, Research
Director, Counterpoint Re-
search, said the “electronics
component PLI timing could
not have been better” and he
expects an accelerated pace
of getting JVs in place.

“The only area of caution
is the small sub-assembly.
We are still dependent on
China,” he said, adding that
it all hinges on whether
China sees this as an oppor-
tunity to scale things up in
India or sees India as an
emerging competitor in
global electronics manufac-
turing. “Nonetheless, it’s ad-

vantage India. Capacities
won’'t ramp up overnight,
but at least the electronics
ecosystemisinabetter space
if we play our cards right,” he
said.

Electronics industry exec-
utives businessline spoke to
say that in the short term,
nothing much will change
because of US President
Trump’s frequent change of
stance. “We are planning
some short-term order re-
alignment but for compon-
ents, we still depend heavily
on Chlna S0, We are waiting
to see if Chinese suppliers
will support the ramp up of
orders,” an executive at an
EMS firm said.

‘Made in India’ smart-
phone shipments grew 6 per
cent on year in 2024, driven
by increasing exports from
Apple and Samsung, accord-
ing to Counterpoint’s ‘Make
in India’ Service report in
March. Foxconn Hon Hai’s
volumes in India grew 19 per
cent in 2024, propelled by in-
creasing shipments of the
iPhone 14, iPhone 15 and
iPhone 13 models.

Tata Electronics (earlier
Wistron) was the fastest
growing smartphone manu-
facturer in India in 2024 with
107 per cent y-o-y growth.
The iPhone 15 and iPhone 16
models were the major
volume contributors here.

With inputs from Sindhu Hariharan
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Akasa Air to park
planes in Jewar
and Navi Mumbai
airports

—
Our Bureau
Mumbai

Akasa Air plans to park five-
seven aircraft each at the Je-
war and Navi Mumbai air-
ports this year as it looks to
develop new routes.

At an employee townhall
meeting on Thursday, Akasa
Air Founder-CEO Vinay
Dube said the two airports
are set to become corner-
stones of Akasa’s strategy for
years to come. “We will be
among the first tenants at
both airports, and they will
become our principal homes.
By the year-end, we anticip-
ate parking five-seven air-
craft at each of these airports
if the current timelines re-
main unchanged,” Dube said.

Navi Mumbai airport s set
for inauguration in June and
could open for operations a
month later. The Jewar air-
port expects its permit from
the DGCA in May. The date
for the opening of the Jewar
airport is yet to be finalised.

AIRCRAFT DELIVERIES
Akasa Air is confident about
receiving its expected air-
craft deliveries on time this
year. It will receive its 28th
aircraft this month and will
increase its fleet to 30 air-
craft by July. It will continue
to receive a steady stream of
deliveries thereafter, Dube
said.

The airline will also grow
its international flights, in-
creasing capacity on foreign
routes from 18 per cent to 40
per cent in the next few
years.
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Terminal 2 of the Kempegowda Intérnational Airport
in Bengaluru. bH FILE PHOTO

KIAs T2 gets Skytrax’s first 5-star
rating for an Indian airport

BENGALURU, DHNS: Termi-
nal 2 of Bengaluru’s Kem-
pegowda International
Airport (KIA) has become
India’s firstairport terminal
to receive the five-star air-
port terminal rating from
Skytrax, a global bench-
mark forairportexcellence.

With this, T2 joinsaselect
group of airport terminals
across the world that have
received the highest five-
star rating, Bangalore In-
ternational Airport Limited
(BIAL) said in a statement.

Theairporthasalsobeen
recognised as the ‘Best Re-
gional Airport in India and
South Asia’.

According to BIAL, the
five-star rating is awarded
after an in-depth audit of
over 800 passenger touch-
pointsin over 30 categories,
including terminal design,

Key elements that
contributed to

this recognition:

= T2's biophilic ‘Terminal
in a Garden' design.

= DigiYatra's biometric
entry.

= Al-powered BLR Pulse
App.

= Fast-tracked Immigration
and Advanced Queue
Management.

= Airport sensory room.

= World's largest terminal
with a platinum LEED
pre-certification.

= AC| Level 5 carbon
accreditation.

= Elevated retail, dining
and lounge experiences.

cleanliness, security, digital
integration, hospitality, in-
clusivity and sustainability,
ensuringanexceptionaland
seamless travel experience.

10 APRIL 2025
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Airport sectorto
witness 18-20%
revenue growth
In FY26: Icra

NITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, April 10

AIRPORT OPERATORS ARE
expectedtowitness 18-20% topline
year-on-year (y-o-y) growth this fis-
cal, driven by a sustained improve-
ment inpassenger traffic, tariffhikes,
and the ramp-up in non-aeronauti-
alrevenues,ratings agency ICRAsaid
on Thursday. The FY2 5 sawan 11%
expansionin international trafficand
a 9% rise in domestic traffic.

The growth will also be fuelled
by new investments. The airport
sector is expected to attract an
investment of ¥1lakh crore over4-
5 years,according to ICRA.

The rating agency estimates
overall air passenger trafficto grow
at a healthy 7-9% y-o-y to reach
440-450 million in FY26, on the
back of around 10% estimated
increase in the just concluded
financial year, it said. The overall
passenger traffic (domestic and
international) is estimated at 412-
415 million inFY25,as per ICRA.

It said its estimation is based on
a sample set of airports, including
those managed and operated by the
Airports Authority of India (AAl),as
wellas Delhi, Bangalore, Hyderabad
and Cochin International Airports,
which operate underthe public-pri-
vate partnership (PPP) model.

CINANCIAL EXPRESS Fri(%

rianTOLEAD  hto
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Minor blaze at IGIA

NEW DELHI: A minor {ire
| broke out in the rubber com-
. ponent of an esealator near the
S food court at Terminal 3 of the
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGI) on Thursday, an

official said.
i Th,rhrcwas uickly doused,
o Delhi Police said. The cause of

the fire i5 yel (o be ascertained,
/] ¥ Additional Commissioner of
A Police (IGI) Usha Rangnani

[ said. There was no official
comment from Delhi airport
operator DIAL LGEMCIES
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Minor fire on
escalator at IGI
Airport quickly
contained

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: A minor fire broke
out on an escalator at Terminal
3 of Indira Gandhi Internatio-
nal (IGI) Airport on Thursday
evening. Officials confirmed
that smoke was visible briefly,
but the situation was swiftly
controlled with no injuries or
property damage.

The incident occurred aro-
und 5.30 pm on Thursday. Usha
Rangnani, DCP (IG]), said, " The
rubber component of an escala-
tor caught fire in the domestic
airport area, near the food court.
The fire was quickly doused."”

An airport official said a
component malfunction likely
caused the minor fire, which
was promptly extinguished.
"Only smoke was observed co-
mingfrom theescalator. No pas-
senger faced any problems. The
area has been barricaded,” the
official said.
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Airport awards
honour for IGI

New Delhi: Delhi airport was
recognised as the Best Airport
in India and South Asia at the
2025 World Airport Awards by
Skytrax, said airport operator
Delhi International Airport
Limited on Thursday.

DIAL said IGI airport impro-
ved its global ranking to 32 in 2025
from 36 in 2024. Additionally, Delhi
airport was placed at the 8th spot
among the world’s top 10 best air-
ports in the 70+ million passenger
category. The awards were presen-
ted at an official ceremony during
the Passenger Terminal EXPO in
Madrid, Spain, on April 9. Tnn
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KIA's T2 is India’s first 5-star terminal

Bengaluru: Terminal 2(T2) de. KIA has also been named
of Kempegowda Internatio- the best regional airport in
nal Airport has received India& SouthAsia
Skvtrax’s 5-star airport ter- According to Skytrax, the
minal rating, joining an elite  airport is the first in India to
group of terminals worldwi- receive its 5-star rating.
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Airport Theory: What is the ‘risky’ (EEzaee

guickly passing security ina
frantic attempt to catch their

trend taking over soclalmedia ===

lanes, you can be through the
- | airport in just 15 minutes. On
e ; i ’ gl . TikTok, influencers like Michael
< - s VR o . M b g™ DiCostanzo have shared videos
- . . g R y “ | of their last-minute dashes
— > A g~ = | through major hubs like LAX and
3 - : S Atlanta International Airport
- making the impossible look
almost doable.

Pica: (Slck
1 = —_— . T

Why travellers

follow this trend

* To skip the wait and head
straight to boarding

+ Less time at the airport
means fewer temptations to

._\- X i splurge on g »
S iy * To avoid crowds in congest
Ny 1 N ity B | termino .
g = - Google o T + The excitement of making
J B m o Tronds : it just in time adds an

— shows a surge in y ) - adventurous twist to travel
o searches for ‘airport - ’
theory TikTok' and ' ! Experts warn
‘what is airport \ Jay Bhatia, vice president of the
theory' since While a few NEZ ' ' Travel Agents Association of

Anagha Sawant March this travellers have 3 } If:";:ll- :ﬂﬁlﬁﬂlssif:ﬁlhﬁ about
year recently posted videos - Lolo E"BEI inan rul-r. ::I - He S_l:‘.'hS.
new social media trend is taking off, 0 5 testing @lolosmith9s e|:g ml le ‘:s. SN
thrilling some travellers while worrying 2 ‘a ory' @Lot0S > could result in losing your entire
others. The trend - the ‘airport theory” challenge social media, some ‘ 1 will !iteraliy never play !tmer:nf. and retla?nkmg mu-!.rd
dares travellers to arrive at the airport with barely enough time netizens have reacted ith Airport theory again. “"c'-": efty penal ItIIES'TI? U\i’:i
to spare before their flight's gate closes. . wi rp :ulcl costs, trm;a ers Thuub L
X user Betsy Grunch recently shared a video testing Pro Sleepist | have trauma. ollow practical travel habits—
the airport theory by arriving just 30 minutes be- @cryshots arriving at FEUS'-’ two hours before
fore boarding. She clarified it wasn't intentional That TikTok air tth : : :F‘les'ilt fllg:;tt.:nuntlléhree h-uurs"
but took the chance to try the viral concept. : ] ; : port theory trend is so stupid. I'd "“I'hom ntemdds NG departures.
Luckily, she made it to the gate on time. Ac- 4 n. o . “ \,.\ rather loiter at the airport lounge than get to the ai e stufi: cuupsif:;i'::::
cording to news reports, travellers are de- ra . - 1‘ \ J airpan: for boardi i pr 'W‘ k' i
liberately arriving just 15-20 minutes be- el Ing time d:hﬂ‘g ﬁ:ﬂ travel. |:1 Ul::SEEI'I
fore gate closure, turning a routine air- s liks Security chacis or
port visit into a high-stakes race, traffic worsen the risks,” says

While it aims to cut | yoti Mayal, chairperson of

ST S G rkih : - . the Tourism and Hospitality
Risks involved waiting times, air travel's Skill l:'::liun:il_ "i:fuﬁstics show
S T ’ i ili i monthly 3-5% of passengers miss
High chance of missing your flight PnprEd;Ftalb il “g Take?‘:;r their flights, impacting airlines
Impracrical and stress and airports with disruptions,

* Long security queues or baggage

checks could ruin your plans - Jyoti Mayal, chairperson of the Tourism dissatisfied customers, and

+ No buffer time for unexpected delays oy
and Hospitality Skill Council logistical challenges,” she adds.
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City’s 2nd airport at Parandur
receives in-principle approval

Tines News NETwoak

Chennai: The city's second
airport planned at Parandur
recelved in-principle appro-
val from the Centre, paving
the way for its construetion,
“The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion granted in-principleapp-
raval for the airport,” Civil
Aviation Minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu said.

The Tamil Nadu govt may
soon float a tender to identify
a concessionaire who will de-

velop the airport. The in-
principle approval may also
help in obtaining other neces-
sary clearances, such as envi-
ronmental clearance and
approval from the DGCA.

The approval, which is the
second-stage approval from
the Ministry of Civil Avia.
tion under the Greenfield
Alrports (GFA) policy, comes
after it issued site clearance
inAugust 2024,

In September 2024, the Ta-
mil Nadu Industrial Develop-

ment Corporation (TIDCO)
applied for in-principle app-
roval,

The greenfield airport at
rarandur, which will be the
city’s second airport, will co-
me up at an estimated cost of
32,704 crore. The proposed
airport will be developed ona
2,173-hectare land across 13
villages, of which 1,386.43
hectares is agricultural land,
577 hectares is water bodies,
and 173 hectares is govern-
ment/poromboke land,
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In expansion mode, SpiceJet plans
flights to Vietnam and Kazakhstan

Rnhlt Vaid
MNew Delhi

Budget carrier SpiceJet plans
major international expan-
sion on the back of a gradual
return of Boeing 737 Max air-
craft in its fleet, sources told
businessline.

According to them, the
airline plans to start flights
on international medium-
haul routes, connecting In-
dia with Kazakhstan and
Vietnam.

Speaking to businessline,
they said new destinations
will be announced soon as
more aircraft return to ser-
vice. On its part, the airline
did not respond to business-
line’s queries.

However, sources said
that the expansion plan
shows SpiceJet’s commit-
ment to enhancing con-
nectivity and providing trav-
ellers with more affordable
and convenient  flight
options.

Recently, the airline an-
nounced the introduction of
a daily direct flight connect-
ing Delhi and Kathmandu,
starting May 10. Currently,
SpiceJet operates to destina-
tions such as Dubai and
Bangkok.

Besides overseas destina-
tions, the airline plans to
launch 24 domestic flights as

The airline plans
to launch 24
domestic flights in
1ts summer
schedule of 2025

part of its summer schedule
of 2025.

DOMESTIC ROUTES
Notably, SpiceJet is expand-
ing its network by adding
three new destinations —
Thoothukudi, Porbandar
and Dehradun, while intro-
ducing new routes to en-
hance connectivity.

The airline had earlier said
that it will commence opera-
tions on these new routes in
a phased manner from
March 30.

Under the plans,
Thoothukudi will be connec-
ted to Chennai and
Bengaluru, with a daily direct
flight to Bengaluru and
twice-daily flights to Chen-
nai, while travellers from
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Delhi and Mumbai will get
access to Dehradun with dir-
ect flights.

The airline plans to add
flights connecting Porb-
andar with Mumbai (non-
stop flight operating twice a
week) as well as the
Ahmedabad-Srinagar  and
Pune-Varanasi sectors while
reconnecting Bengaluru
with Goa and Pune with
Chennai.

The network enhance-
ment comes after SpiceJet
raised 3,000 crore through
Qualified Institutional
Placements (QIP).

Further, it recently settled
several disputes with aircraft
lessors. The latest one is with
global aircraft engine lessor
Willis Lease Finance Cor-
poration, which resulted in a
“substantial saving” for the
airline. As part of the agree-
ment, Willis Lease has with-
drawn its insolvency case
against Spicelet.

The airline has also re-
newed its IATA (Interna-
tional Air Transport Associ-
ation) Operational Safety
Audit (IOSA) certification, a
globally-recognised bench-
mark for operational safety.
The successful renewal of
the IOSA certification is
valid until March 2027

The I0SA audit, conduc-
ted by IATA, is a rigorous, in-
ternationally-accepted eval-
uation of an airline’s
operational  management
and control systems.
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FLYING | PLAN  Miinister says collaborating with OEM will create confidence

Mahindra makes Airbus H130 fuselages

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 9

In a major boost for
indigenous aerospace
manufacturing sector in
India, Mahindra
Aerostructures will manu-
facture the fuselage for the
single-engine Airbus H130
helicopters.

As per agreement, the
first unit of the H130 heli-
copter;s main fuselage
assembly will be shipped
to Airbus Helicopters'
facilities in Europe by
March 2027. Union civil
aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu termed this
an Important landmark

collaboration. “We, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
are trying to promote avia-
tion manufacturing in the
country. As we see the
growth of passengers, air-
ports, airlines in the coun-
try. it is equally important
to back it up with proper
maintenance, manufactur-
ing, and design ecosystem,
for that we need more
manufacturing people to
come into the system,
Mahindra, for the last 10-
15 vears has done excep-
tional work. Today, collab-
orating with an important
OEM (original equipment
manufacturer) like Airbus
creates a lot of confidence

First fuselage to be
shipped to Airbus Europe
by 2027.

AIRBUS COLLABORATION

60-70 H130 fuselages
annually from Kolar,
Karnataka.

H130 used for transport,
medical, tourism, and
surveillance,

» Aerospace supply chain
disruptions post-Covid
provide a unique
opportunity for India.

in the ecosystem, for more
people to come into the
industry, and also to capi-
talise on the opportunity
that is there. Globally, we
saw after Covid, the sys-

tems in the supply chain
for aviation manufactur-
ing has been disrupted
slightly, that created a spe-
cial opportunity for India,
and we want to capitalise

on that. This opportunity
has been driven especially
by PM Modi. We are pro-
viding all support to grow
the 2 billion dollar indus-
trv for the aviation indus-
try to grow to 4 billion dol-
lar industry,” said the min-
ister.

The fuselage will be
manufactured at the
Mahindra Aerostructures
facility in the Kolar dis-
frict, Karnataka, and the
company expects to pro-
duce 60-70 H130 fuselages
annually. The eight-seater
H130 helicopter is used for
transport, tourism, med-
ical, surveillance and pri-
vate aviation activities.
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Man urinates on co-passenger on Air India flight

NEW DELHI/ MUMBAIL, PTI: An
Air India passenger allegedly
urinated on a fellow passen-
ger during a flight from the
national capital to Bangkok
on Wednesday, according to
sources.

As an interim measure, the
sources said Air India has put
the male passenger who al-
legedly urinated on the fellow
passenger in the no-fly list for
one month.

In a statement, the Tata
Group-owned airline said an
incident of “unruly passenger
behaviour” was reported to
the cabin crew operating flight
AI2336 from Delhi to Bangkok
on Wednesday.

“The crew followed all laid
down procedures, and the
matter has been reported to
the authorities. In addition to
warning the unruly passenger,
our crew offered toassistanag-
grieved passenger to takeup a

grievance with authorities in
Bangkok, which was declined
atthe time,” Air India said.

However, the airline did not
elaborate on the unruly be-
haviour of the passenger.

The sources said the pas-
senger allegedly urinated on
a co-passenger, reportedly a
senior executive at a multina-
tional company, and both were
travelling in the business class.
The airline reported the mat-
ter to the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA), they
added.

When asked about the inci-
dent, Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naiduon Wednes-
day said the ministry will take
note of the incident and speak
to the airline.

“Ifthereisanywrongdoing,
we willtake necessaryaction,”
Naidu said on the sidelines of
an event in the national cap-
ital.

According to Air India, the
standing Independent Com-
mittee will be convened to
assess the incident and deter-
mine the action, if any, to be
taken against the unruly pas-
senger.

“Air India continues to fol-
low the SOPs as laid out by
DGCA in such matters,” the
statement said.

In 2023, at least two inci-
dentsofapassenger urinating
on a fellow passenger in Air
Indiaflights had cometolight.

Aninebriated man allegedly
urinated on his female co-pas-
senger in the business class of
the airline’s New York-New
Delhi flight on November 26,
2022,

Inanotherincident thathap-
pened on December 6, 2022,
a drunk passenger allegedly
urinated on the blanket of a fe-
male passenger on the carrier’s
Paris-New Delhi flight.
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IndiGo, Accor
tie-up for loyalty
programme

BENGALURU, DHNS

IndiGo parent company
InterGlobe and hospitality
group Accor began a new
partnership for a loyalty
programme, the compa-
nies said in a press note on
Wednesday.

Both IndiGoand Accor of-
fer theirloyalty programmes
to their customers. They
have now agreed to develop
a strategic collaboration
through their loyalty pro-
grammes, the companies
said. The collaboration
would enable them to part-
ner on initiatives such as
rewards points sharing and
co-branded loyalty.

Their objectiveisto create
India’s fastest-growing hos-
pitality business with a net-
work targetof 300 hotelsun-
der Accor’s brands by 2030.
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Akasa to Expand
Fleet to 30 Planes
by July: CEO Dube

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: Akasa Airisaimingtogrow itsfleetto
30 aircraft by July, with its 28th Boeing 737 MAX
set to join this month, said Vinay Dube, chief ex-
ecutive, underlining the budget carrier’s expan-
sion plans after facing a setback due to a protrac-
ted delay in delivery of these planes.

“Following that, we will receive a steady stream
of deliveries,” Dube wrote in an internal letterto
employees after a town hall on Thursday.

The airline plans to base 5-7 aircraft each at the
upcoming Navi Mumbai and Jewar airports by
the vear-end, positioning them as long-term stra-
tegic hubs, he said. Both airports are slated to
open this year. “We will be among the first te-
nants at both airports, and they will become our
principal homes,” Dube said, calling
them “cornerstone” of Akasa's stra-
tegy.

Rival budget airline Air India Ex-
pressisalsoexpected toscaleupoperationsat the
two new airports, people said.

International operations—currently 18% of ca-
pacity—will rise to 40% over the next few years,
Dube said in the letter reviewed by ET.

Akasa, which began operations less than three
years ago, currently has a fleet of 27 Boeing 737
MAX aircraft. It has firm orders for a total of 226
planes from Boeing.,

Akasa’s aircraft deliveries have been delaved
due to increased regulatory scrutiny of Boeing'’s
737 programme after a mid-air cabin panel blo-
wout on an Alaska Airlines Boeing 737 MAX air-
craft in the US early last vear: Of the 446 jets MAX
ordered by Indian carriers, only about 65 have be-
en delivered so far. Boeing now plans to supply
two aircraft per month. The delays have led to
grounding of some Akasa pilots.
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Pee-senger blues...

Ketan Narottam Tanna
MUMEM

AdrIndia just can't seem to
catch a break—or keep things
dry. In vet another boggling
mid-air episode, a male passen-
gerallegedly let loose—lit-
erallv—on a fellow trmeller
while aboard a flight from Delhi
to Bangkok on Wednesday. Yes,
vou read that right. Not turbu-
lence, not delaved meals—buta
full-blown urination incident,
airborne and unsolicited.

Sources say the unfortunate
victim was minding their mwn

business when their neighbour,
clearly thinking he was in a per-
sonal lavatory and not a press-
urised public cabin, relieved
himself with reckless abandon.
One can only assume this wasn't
the in-flight entertainment they
had in mind.

Air Indin has filed a report
with the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), which, by
now, probably has a separate
folder marked "Pee Incidents -
Ongoing.” Civil Aviation Min-
ister 1. Rnmmohan Naidu,
while attending a presumably
more fragrant eventin the capi-

Pee-senger blues in Air-India at 30,000 feet

tal, issued a measured response:

“If there is any wrongdoing, we
will take necessary action.”

Now, Minister, forgive us for
the impertinence, but how
much more “wrong” does it get
than golden showers at 30,000
feet?

This unfortunate episode
comes not too long after
another infamous Air India
incident in 2022, when a simi-
larly spirited passenger uri-
nated on a woman during a
New York-Delhi flight.

b Contdon | nation

It had sparked mationnl putrage and much-
needed scrutiny over airline protocols and
inehristed flyers. Apparently, that lesson either
didnt stick or the pee pressure was just oo
much.

For now; it remains to be seen whether the
alleged offender will face any serious conse-
guences or merely be politely asked o consider
adult diapers next time. The victim, meanwhile,
is presumably still processing the fact that a rou-
tine flight to Thailand turned into an airborne
splashzone.

Air India, bless them, issued their standard
response; “We take such matters serfoushy” At
this rate, they might wamt o start issuing rain-
coats with boarding passes.

One things clear: the Mile High Club has some
odd new applicants.
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Mahindra Aerostructures
to make Airbus H130
helicopters' fuselage in India

PTI
NEW DELHI
s

Mahindra Aerostructures will
manufacture the fuselage for
the single-engine Airbus HI130
helicopters, with the first unit
expected to be delivered by
March 2027, a major boost for
indigenous serpspace mant-
facturing activities in India.

The eightseater H130 is a
popular helicopter that is used
for transport, tourism, medi-
cal, surveillinee and private
aviation nctvities.

While financial detnils were
not disclosed about the

contract, which was
announced in the natinnal
capital on Wednesday, the
fuselage will be manufactured
at the Mahindra
Aemstructures facility in the
Kolar district, Karnataka, and
the company expects to pro-
duce 80-70 H130 fuselages
amnually,

Under the agreement, the
company, part of the diversi-
fied Mahindra & Mahindra
Group, will produce the H130
helicopter's main fuselage
assembly, which will be
shipped to Airbus Helicopters'
facilities in Europe.
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{ PUT ON NO-FLY LIST }

Air India flyer urinates on co-passenger

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tnpathi@ htlive.com

NEW DELHI: An Indian national
has been placed on Air India's
no-fly list for a month after
allegedly urinating on a co-pas-
senger while seated in business
class on a flight to Bangkol.

The incident occurred on Air
India's AI-2336 flight from
Delhi to Bangkok on Wednes-
day. According to people famil-
iar with the matter, the passen-
ser immediately apologised for
his behaviour.

Internal documents identi-
fied the victim as Hiroshi
Yoshizane, managing director
of Bridgestone India, who has
not yet pressed charges.

An Air India spokesperson
confirmed the “unruly passen-
ger behaviour” on flight AI2336

INTERNAL DOCS
IDENTIFIED THE
VICTIM AS HIROSHI
YOSHIZANE,
MANAGING
DIRECTOR OF
BRIDGESTONE,
INDIA

on April 9.

“The crew followed all laid-
down procedures, and the mat-
ter has been reported to the
authorities. In addition to
warning the unruly passenger,
our crew offered to assist an
aggrieved passenger to take up
a grievance with authorities in
Bangkok, which was declined
at the time,” the spokesperson

said.

“Air India continues to fol-
low the SOPs (standard operat-
mg procedures) as laid out by

DGCA (Directorate General of
Civil Aviation) in such matters,”
the spokesperson added.

According to officials famil-
iar with the incident. it
occurred during descent when
the passenger in seat 2D uri-
nated on the co-passenger sit-
ting in seat ID. "The cabin crew
learned about the matter from
the passenger sitting in 1D."
one official said.

The passenger in seat 2D,
identified as Tushar Masand,
was relocated to seat 14C and
given a warning while the crew
assisted the affected passenger.

“Masand apologised for his
behaviour,” an airline official
said.

When asked by the crew,
both passengers involved
declined to file a complaint
with the airline. "Not only
Yoshizane, the airline asked all
the business class passengers if
they wanted to raise a com-
plaint against Masand; how-
ever, all of them declined,” a
second official said.

“Yoshizane remained calm
throughout, whereas Masand
repeatedly apologised to him.
When asked il he wanted to
pursue the matter, Yoshizane
said that he didn't want to
waste time after landing,” the
official concluded.

A ministry official said, “The
incident is very unfortunate
and is being dealt with priority.
The investigator in-charge will
be handling the matter as per
global practices.”
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Two arrested for selling
fake airline tickets to
customers, stealing data

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHL APRILTD

FOLICE ARRESTED two men
whoallegedly defrauded several
people by seliing them non-cxs-
tent airline tickets and stealing
theelr personmal and Ninancial in-
formatiomn

Using VOIM (Voice Ower
Iiviernet Protocod | calls bo mask
thedr identities and avoid being
traced the scammers managed
Lo carry oul thair activities fora
significant period, said police,

The acoused would create
Facebook pages that mimicked
leginmate travel agencies offer
i massive sales on airline tick-
ete. Police sabd that lured by the
Tovw prices, victimes wioulkd enter
thes ponrment detals, keading oi-
thet to dinect monetary theft or
roisuse of their personal data
through phishing calls or [ake
nancial service offers.

Police said the matter came
tolightafter acomplaint fded via
the MNational Cybemrime
Reporting Portal in November
2024 reported financial fraud
amountingtols 47681 Thevic-
tirm had responded o a Facebook
adverisemnent alfering cheap
tickets from Delhi to Toron o,
contacted the number provided.
and communicated withthe ac-
cused through WhasApp before

transfernng the money, said po-
e Following an oy, anFIR
was megistered under BNS
Saction VI&[4) (cheating)

“Tracing the calls back tothe
SOUFCE Wias et to |J11|‘.'r0$5[!!l|!:_.
during our investigation, we
lound out thatthe number wsed
lor the calls was throus h VO
The number had also beenob-
tairved from the dark welb,” sid
4 police oificer,

Police then focused on the
accounts towhich the unds had
been sent “While checking the
accounts’ benefdany details, we
realised the account was set up
it M i wiile fnvessti gating
the bank branch, we found that
none of the detals given lor the
ACEoUnt owners was eal,” sard
the affier

The breakthrough came
when police checked CCTY
foorage of the bank branch and
discovered that one man would
regulady come o visil the
branchmanager i update pass-
books ol the incriminated ac-
CORENIS

Irackingthe man led the po-
lice to two places in Mumbai,
leading to ralds on Charni Road
and Virar East and the amest of
Rohit Rajaram Ghanekar{29)on
April 2 His acoomplice. Sabman
Sayeed Siddiqui {50}, was ar
reested i Lagpat Magar 2 in Dedln
onApdl 5, said police.
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Al Express pilot dies
after landing flight

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELH| APRIL 1O

AN AIR India Express pilot
passed away due toa“medical
condition" in Delhi on
Wit nesday soonafter operat-
ing a fight from Srinagar,

Captain Armaan
Chaudhary, whowas inbes 30s,
vomited in the cockpit after
landing, sourcessand The cap-
tain landed the flight safely in
Delhi, after which he felt a
medical msue, Hewas subse-
guently taken a Delhihospi-
tal, where he was declared
dead,” a source said.

“We deeply regret the loss
of avalued colleague due to a
medical condition. Our
thoug hts are wath the family
during this tine of profound
griel Weareextending allpos-
sible assistance o Lhem as we
all cope with this tremendous

loss” an Air India Express
spokesperson sad

According [0 4 source,
Chaudhary was  flying
within the 'flight duty time
limitationsof the avil aviation
regulations’

"A pilot cannot fly more
than 35 hours in seven days.
Captain Armaan had flown 11
hoursin the last seven days,”
the source said, On Thursday,
he had operated a fight from
Dethito Srinagar and then me-
tumed o Delhi,

"India’s aviation comimu-
mity s in mourning folowi ng
the tragic and untimely death
of Captan Armaan Chaudhary,
ayouing commercial ailine pi-
lot w hose life ended far too
soan under dreumstances that
raise troubling guestions about
pilat weltare, mental health,
andl working conditions in the
Indian aviation industry,” a
statement from Aidine Pilots'
Association of India said.
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Airbus delivered
136 planes in Q1

irbus SE delivered 136 commercial
Aalrcmft inthe first quarter. enoughto

edge out Boeing Co.after stepping upits
pace of handovers in March.

March deliveries totalled 71 jets, Airbus said
Wednesday, tocustomers including China
Eastern Aifdines and United Airlines Holdings
Inc. Thats up from 63 in the vear-ago period
and more than the total of 63 the planemaker
shipped inthe first two months of the year.

The late burst gave Airbus the delivery lead
for the Q1 of 20025, after trailing its US rival in
January and February. Airbus has out-produced
Boeing for vears, bt the US firm has made
strides in improving output while Airbus has
struggled with supplier shortfalls. Boeingon
Tuesday reported 130 aircraft deliveries for the
first guarter, its best performance in overa year.

Airbus said it secured 211 gross orders last
month, to customers including Jackson Square
Aviation and BOC Aviation. Asof 30 March s
backlog stood at 24 825 aircrafi. BLOOMBERG
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Kerala Tourisin, Malaysia Airlines forge strategic
partnership to boost Fast Asian inbound travel

Malavsia Air-
lines, in col-
laboration with
Kerala Tourism,
launched a ma-
Jor initiative to
explore the vast
Fast Asian mar-
kets as part of
the ‘Look East’
canmpaion. The
effort includes a
specially curated
familiarisation
(FAND trip for
Lour operalors
and social media
influencers from
cight countrics

ril 1, Makaysia

Aielines, i collabe-

ratinn with Kerala
Tourism, launched a major
initiative 10 exploce the vast
Eait Asian markets as part
of the ‘Look East” campaig.
The effort includes a spe-

TTHITES,

clally curated familiarisation  [§

{FAM) I:rIF forr towr opera-
towrs and social media influ-
encers from eight countries,
alomgside a dedicated BB
et i foater siralegic tour-
nm partnerships
i:ll.l.ugumllng the ‘BB
Meet’ and 'FAM Trip, Tour-
ism Mindsder P A Mohamed
Rivas termed the initiative
as a siralegic steg that woulkd
testEall of tourists
L5 J\rruﬁ {roin China, rﬂ.I'H.I.ﬂ
Malaysia, Australia, Indone-
siz, New Zepland, Vietnam
and Laos.

h the collabara-
tinn with Malaysia Airdines,
Kerala Tourism is taking a
g.in:nl.]:ap tovwards the strate-
gic vision of expanding Ker-
ala’s outreach globally” the
Mimdster sid while address-

the gathering,
lmi,i:\vll:rl.'ﬁ.a IJ:a.ISIJ.'u.- the-up is
i u' 'I‘Jl.':l.nl milestone, Riyas
pu'lﬂl ‘2 new direction
I'ur I\.:m]a Touarism io EJL'tht
new arkels

Thiruvananthapiram
l:m'Pulem .\im_mr A.rr;

Ra.;izm.!m.ll.. Phsirict  Pan-
chayal President P Suresh
Kimar, Kerala Touriam Sec-
relary Hiju K: Dersenish Are-
sandiran, Chiel Cammencial
Ovificer of Airlines st Malay-
sia Aviation Groug and Ker-
ala Tourism recior Sikha
Surendran, wene also present.

"Mow, we will emjoy
increased conneclivity w
.Mu]u}!:'u. Piwbomesia, Tabwan,
Singapuore, Thailand, fapan,
Wietnam, Australia amd Mew
Feabind” the Minister said.
The Minister mFd the inchus-
ury leaders and stabeholders
o seize Lhe opportunity and
weloome miore tourists from
this region

Riyas recalbed that cutting
across party lines, the mem-

bers of the Kerala Lq.;Llla.l:wu

b
o

Assembly have unanimoasdy
congratalated Keraks Tourism
wn the initiative. The decla-
ratiom rding the stra-
legic p::'la:iuh;ﬁelw:un
the Gowernment of Kez-
ala and Malaysia Airlines

s parl of the ‘Look East’
'pu!:;c:r' wias mace on the
AMCCREION.

Biju K said the Look
East® initistive is mol just a
marketing drive for the ben-
efit of one side; instead, it has
been conceived ds 2 win-win

a.rtnn':ll.ip. Tourism stake-
EuHun. including airlines,
the hospitality incdustry, tous
operator and service provad
eriare the key parifers in this
collaborated endeavour,

“This campaign is also a
vital slep in increasing awarne

)

Surendran
maode a detailed
presentation on
Kerala Tourism,

highlighting its unique

offerings fo
tourists

ness aboiid Keralds diverse
|:|IE!|'|.||£:. int the Asizn tourism
rarkel. We are launching the
campaign by herting a d :-E
ot eooigietaaing iearly 75 e -
tinguished Ruesis oo eight
coumiries, social media influ

encers and 40 outhound 1our
operalions from China, |:|.Fu:u_

Sria.l.:l.}:n. Aparalia, Indone-
sia, Mew Semlanad, Vietnam
and Laos” he explained.
Bipu sasd the delegation
will en, with various
stakeholders, members
af the local compmmnity,
cultural practitioners
aned artbans. Besides,
the BB Meet' was organ-
ised Lo foster collabarations
within the touarism sector.
Diersenish  Aresandiran
s, “]l‘umn.n:mlha'pumm
i emier as a straleyic o -
bestarad Elhua.nd Mala.'n.?:z Air-
lines is proud to be the first
premiwm Sowtheast Asian
airfine b operate wide-body
aircralft to the city. W aim
to increase ight frequency
o four or fve weekly
services, eventually moving io

madaysiy WP

llr lhru sh luunllr-n

dlaily operations”

“This s more tean a moute
development - it's a long -term
investmenl in Keralas tour-
ism Pul.en.liu]. -.”.'1.I'I.ILI.E|1. this
pastnership, we hope 1o con-
necl Kerala with East Asia,
Avstralia and beyond, show-
cating the best of Malaysian
Bospitality and Keralas unigue
charm.” he added.

He further shared that
the airline has brought its
top global trade partners
oy experience Kerala lirst-
hand, further strengthenin
the potential for inc
inbound tourism through
Kiiala Lisepize. Malsvsia Ais-
lines contimees 1o enbance is
service offerings, including
siamlews connectivity, sate-
of-the-art aircraft, diverse

brslligght imbang annd compli-
mentary Wi-FL

Sikha Surendran mads
a detailed presentation an
Kerala Teomerisem, |:|:i|5|:|||ﬁ!nl-
iy its unique oferings to
lourisis.

The "Look East' campaign
is part of Kerala Toarisms ina-
tative with Mabaysaa Airdines
1o look beyond the traditiamal
markets of Kerala and tap the
emeTging lowriim markets in
East Asia.

"Kerala Travel Mart Soci-
-el:.-" Secretary Swaminathan
5 and “South Kerala Hote-
liers Forwm' Secretary Gen-
eral Prasad Manjali akso made
presentations al the event
Major stakeholders, inchuding
lour operators and hoteliers,
also attended.
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Arr India passenger

urinates on fellow

fraveller on Delhi-
Bangkok flight

NEW DELHIf MUMBALI:
An Air India passenger
allegedly urinated on a fel-
low traveller during a flight
from the national capital to
Bangkok on Wednesday,
according to sources.

Air India, in a state-
ment, said that an inci-
dent of "unruly passenger
behavior” was reported on
its Delhi-Bangkok flight on
April 9 and the matter has
been reported to the author-
ities (DGCA). When asked
about the incident, Civil
Aviation Minister K Ram-
mohan Naidu on Wednes-
day said the ministry will
take note of the incident and
speak to the airline.

“If there is any wrong-
doing, we will take neces-
sary action,” Naidu said on
the sidelines of an event in
the national capital.  MpOsT
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Poppy seeds smuggled into India via
air passengers, cargo: Customs alert

SIDDHARTH PRABHAKAR o Chennal

POPPY seeds sourced fiom Pa-
Kistan and Afghanistan are e
ing smuggled into India from
south-east Asian countries
through air passengers amd
cargo, Customs had Mageed up
in a recent alert (o its teams
across the country, sources
sald. This comes at least four
months after the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI had
alerted its field units about pop-
py seed smugeling through In
dian sea ports, including Chen-
naj and Tuticorin

In January, a group repre
senting legal exporters of pop-
py seeds from the European
Union had complained to the
Central Bureau of Narcotics
{CBN) about poppy seeds from
Afphanistan and Pakistan, in
tentionally mis-declared asthat
of Turkish origin, being smuog-
gled into Malaysla and then
routed to Ind i They had even
provided details of the Afghani
exporter and corresponding

Malkysian imporier with some
videos of the handling of the
cansignment in Kuala Lumpur
{capital of Mealaysia). The com-
plaint had raised the bogey of
“funding of terrorist organisa-
tions” through this smuggling.
Customs and DRI officials had
then told TNIE that they were
Keeping vigil, but the particu-
lar complaint did not have any
actionahle evidence.
According to sources, the re-
cent alert had highlighted two
separate modioperandi: Orsdy,
air passenpgers coming [rom
Malavsia, Singapore, Thaiknd,
Indonesia, Hong Kong, Myan-
mar and even Srl Lanka and
Turkey would carry at least 10
kg ol poppy seeds cancealed in
their bagpage. And secondly,
the smuggled poppy seed is con-
cealed inair cargoes which are
declared as grocery shipments,
food products and spices, soure-
es sald. guoting the alert
Customs [ormations (teams
at different ports -alr/sea)
across the country, especially

In Tamil Nadu which has good
air connectivity with south-
east Asian countries, have been
asked to takie note of these for
prevent ive measures

Poppy seeds can be legally
imported only from 16 coun-
tries with a Customs duty of
25"% . Every importer has to reg
Ister with the CBN and provide
a certificate to show that the
im ported poppy is grown legal
Iy, And that's the reason lor 118
smupgling sav sources.

Poppy seeds cost around
T1,.200-1,.500 per Kg in India. In-
dia has stopped the legal im-
port of poppy seeds for more
than two years to protect the
interest of domest ic poppy cul
tivators which is also a factor
for thelr smuggling, say official
sources, Sourced from the opi-
um plant, poppy seed import is
restricted by the Indian govern-
ment to protect Indian farmers
growing it in Rajasthan. Mad-
hva Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh,
The spice is used in food prepa
rations across India
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Man ‘urinates’ on co-passenger
on Air India plane, apologises

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

n yet another case of in-flight
Iinappmpriam behaviour, an Air

India passenger is said to have
urinated on a fellow male passenger on
Wednesday while travelling business
class in an Air India Flight AT 2336 en
route from Delhi to Bangkok.

According to sources, the victim is
said to be a senior executive from a large
company, and the erring passenger
reportedly apologised for his action.

The latest case has revived memories
of a similar incident that occurred in
2022 when Mumbai resident Shankar
Mishra had allegedly urinated on an
elderly co-passenger woman on a New
York-Delhi Air India flight on
November 26 that year.

In a statement, Air India said that an
incident of “unruly passenger
behaviour” was reported on its
Delhi-Bangkok flight on April 9 and the
matter was reported to authorities
(DGCA).

Asked about the incident, Civil
Aviation Minister K Rammohan Naidu
said said his ministry will take note and
speak to the airline. “If there is any
wrongdoing, we will take necessary
action,” Naidu said on the sidelines of
an event in the national capital.

The airline issued a statement con-
firming the incident and said that the
crew followed all laid-down proce-
dures. "Air India confirms that an inci-
dent of unruly passenger behaviour was
reported to the cabin crew operating
flight AI12336 from Delhi to Bangkok on
April 9, 2025. The crew followed all laid-
down procedures, and the matter report-

ed to the authorities,” it said in the
statement.

Air India said the accused was warned
by the crew, and the victim — said to be
an employee of a prominent
multinational company — was assisted in
taking up the grievance with Bangkok
authorities.

“In addition to warning the unruly
passenger, our crew offered to assist the
aggrieved passenger to take up a
grievance with authorities in Bangkolk,
which was declined at the time. The
standing Independent Committee will
be convened to assess the incident and
determine the action, if any, to be
taken against the unruly passenger. Air
India continues to follow the SOPs as
laid out by DGCA in such matters,” the
statement added.

On November 26, 2022, an inebriat-
ed Shankar Mishra urinated on the
woman co-passenger on an Air India
flight from New York to Delhi. Mishra
worked as a vice president for Wells
Fargo in India, a multinational financial
services corporation headquartered in
California.

Mishra was charged with sexual
harassment and obscenity by Delhi
Police in January 2023. After he was
booked for the act, the airline barred
him from flying for 30 days.

Ten days later, another similar episode
was reported on a Paris-New Delhi
flight, where a “drunk” male passenger
allegedly urinated on a female
passenger’s blanket.

In June 2023, an Air India passenger
on a Mumbai-Delhi flight was detained
for allegedly defecating and urinating on
the floor of the in-flight plane.

10 APRTIL 2025
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Al Exp pilot, 36, lands
flight at IGI, dies of
cardiac arrest soon after

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: An AirIndia Ex-
press pilot suffered acardiac
arrestat IGI Airporton Wed-
nesday shortly after safely
operating a flight from Sri-
nagar and passed away. First
officer Armaan, who was
about 36 vears of age and
had recently got married,
had operated the Delhi-Sri-
nagar-Delhi flight on Wed-
nesday. After landing in Del-
hi, he went to the aircraft la-
vatory where he vomited. He
collapsed in the forward gal-
ley and was taken to the air-
port medical centre by cabin
crew and ground staff. He
was then taken to a private
hospital in Vasant Kunj but
could not be saved.
“Wedeeplyregrettheloss
of avalued colleagueduetoa

RECENTLY WED

» Armaan had flown
for less than 12 hrs
in the past week

» Airline Pilots’ Assn said
there's an urgent need for
transparent regulations that
prioritise rest for pilots

» Several pilots say they
have been pleading for
less strenuous working
conditions for a long time

medical condition. Our tho-
ughts are with the family du-
ring this time of profound
grief. We are extending all
possible assistance to them
as we all cope with this tre-
mendous loss,” an Air India
Express spokesperson said.

P Prioritise rest,P 6

‘Need to prioritise rest for pilots’

»Continued from P1

name only, had joined Al Ex-

press in 2023 from SpiceJet. He
had flown forlessthan 12 hoursinthe
last seven days, it is learned.

The Airline Pilots’ Association of
India said in a statement that there's
an urgent need to put in place trans-
parent regulations that prioritise rest
for pilots, safety and humane schedul-
ing practices. The association, which
represents over 800 pilots of various
Indian carriers, has stressed the need
for having comprehensive mental
health support systems within airline
organisations and not merely as

.f\rnman. who went by his first
¢

checkboxes but as active, accessible,
and stigma-free services. ALPA says
the untimely death of captain Ar-
maan'’s death raises troubling ques-
tions about pilot welfare, mental
health, and working conditions in the
Indian aviation industry.

While not linking Armaan’s trag-
ic death to fatigue, several pilots say
they have for a long time been plead-
ing for less strenuous working condi-
tions in India. After a significant de-
lay, slightly less strenuous flight duty
time limitations (FDTL) rules — that
govern key issueslike how much a pi-
lot can fly with what rest periods and
limits on night flying — are set to be
enforced from this summer;
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Biz class flyer on Al flight
urinates on co-passenger

passenger seated in the sec- m—}uﬂu'ﬂlmaﬁ gﬁ#&ﬁ;ﬁ

ond row of an Air India Air-
bus A320 flying from Delhi to
Bangkok Wednesday urinat-
ed on a fellow traveller in the
front row just before the air-
craft landed, reviving un-
pleasant memaories of the air-
ling's first brush with ‘pee-
gate’ onboard a New York-
Delhi flight in Nov 2022, re-
ports Saurabh Sinha.

Al barred the alleged of
fender from taking any of its
Mights for 30 days. pending fur-
ther action to be decided by a
panel, Sources said the passen-
ger, like many others on the
flight, had had aleohol served
as part of routine cabin servic.
es for international fights,
“but was not sloshed”. Cabin

after 2am. Incident happened
nearly 4 hrs later, just before
landing in Bangkok. Pending
further action, flyer barred
from Al flights for 30 days

= All aircraft lavatories were
functional and offending
passenger was wamed, Al said
» ‘Original' peegate incident
of Nov 2022, too, involved a
business class passenger. He
was later arrested and lost his
corporate job

crew provided “assistance” {o
the victim, who purportedly
declined to file a complaint af
terthe offender apologised and
was shifted to another seat.

» Crew offered help, P 10

Crew offered to
help aggrieved pax

b Continued from page 1

A Ir India confirms that
A an incident of unruly
passenger behaviour
was reported to the cabin
crew operating fMight
Al-2336, from Delhi to Bang-
kok, on Aprild,” an Alr India
spokesperson said. “Thealir-
craft lavatories were func-
tional. In addition to war-
ning the unruly passenger,
our crew offered to assist an
agerieved passenger to take
upagrievance with authori-
ties in Bangkok, which was
declined at the time," the
spokesperson said.

“The standing indepen-
dent committee will be con-
vened to assess the incident
and determine the action, if
any, to be taken against the
unruly passenger. Al conti-
nues to follow the standard
operating procedures laid
out by the Directorate Gene-
ral of Civil Aviation in such
matters.” Al-2336 had taken
off from Delhi a little after

Z2am and landed in Bangkok
over four hours later.

The Nov 2022 incident,
too, involved a business class
passenger who urinated on
aneldery lady inthe same ca-
hin class. On that oocasion,
the offender was first barred
from Oving Al for 30 davs and
then put on the no-fly list for
another four months. Delhi
Police lodged a case against
him and he was arrested in
Bengaluru. He later lost his
corparate job,

Sincethatecase, Alhasbe-
come stricter with its liquor-
service policy, with cabin
crew trained to help them
better recognise and mana-
ge possiblecasesof intoxica-
tion. Before the Nov 2022 ‘pe-
egate’, full-service Indian
carriers that fly abroad like
Air India, and previously
the erstwhile Jet Airways,
were more accommodating
than their foreign counter-
parts when it came to mee-
ting passengers’ demands
for drinks.
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