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KIA arrival relief: Valet parking
to ease P4 pickup delays queues

Chief Secretary orders valet retrieval from P4 to curb chaos, regulate
taxis and ease passenger complaints at Bengaluru airport arrivals

n a relief to passengers arriving at Kempe-

gowda International Airport (KIA), Chiel

Secretary Shalini Rajneesh has directed air-

port officials to introduce a valet parking
service for private car owners whose vehicles
are parked at P4. Under the proposed ar-
rangement, cars parked in P4 can be brought
to the arrival lanes within four minutes, eas-
ing congestion at Terminal 1.

The direction was issued during an on-
site review when the Chief Secretary assessed
passenger grievances linked to the airport's
recently implemented parking and vehicle
registration system. Her visit followed a rise
in complaints from travellers over delays,
confusion and crowding at arrival gates.

Officials informed her that passenger
feedback received by Bangalore Internation-
al Airport Limited (BIAL) showed a 100 per
cent surge in complaints since the new sys-
tem came into force, Most concerns centred
on long vehicle queues, unregulated pick-
ups and a lack of clarity for passengers and
drivers. BIAL officials explained that the four
pick-up points in front of the Terminal 1 ar-
rival terminal, each with three lanes, together
form 12 lanes designed to handle around 30
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Officials review live traffic data as
complaints spike, highlighting bottlenecks

caused by unregulated vehicle entry and
overcrowded arrival lanes at peak hours

cars every 90 seconds. In practice, nearly 100
vehicles were entering the area at once, creat-
ing bottlenecks that took up to 10 minutes
to clear.

Airport authorities noted that at most
airports, private white-board vehicles are al-
lowed limited free access for pick-ups, while
commercial vellow-board vehicles are regu-
lated and allotted dedicated zones. Commer-
cial operators are required to pay an aggrega-
tor fee per ride, and parking is not permitted
within 100 metres of the arrival gate.

After complaint spike, BIAL revamps
arrivals with valet parking, taxi zoning,
shutties, staff support and stricter vehicle
regulation to cut queues, waiting times and
confusion at Terminal 1 for passengers

To streamline arrivals, officials said BIAL
has created a 1,000-car parking facility for
registered app-based taxi services. Inter-ter-
minal shuttle buses are operating every five
minutes, and six specially equipped vehicles
with hvdraulic wheelchair facilities are avail-
able for senior citizens.

A transport desk has been set up at the
terminal to guide passengers on the revised
parking and pick-up system. As part of the
transition, 20 BIAL staff members have been
deploved along the walkway to assist pas-
sengers. Clear signage has been installed to
guide travellers to parking areas and shuttle
points. Free shuttle services have been added
to make transfers more convenient.

App-based taxi services such as Namma
Yatri and Rapido have been shifted to 4 in-
stead of 'l and P2. Vehicles meeting manda-
tory safety and compliance requirements, in-
cluding police verification, fitness certificates,
AlS-140 tracking devices, functional panic
buttons and verified documents through the
VAHAN platform, will be registered via KST-
DC and permitted regulated access. Officials
said 900 licences have already been issued,
with more to be provided soon. — BMB

10 JANUARY 2026
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CS reviews new cab pickup rules at KIA

BENGALURU, DHNS

hief Secretary (CS) Shali-
ni Rajaneesh on Friday

visited the Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA) to
address mounting passenger
complaints over the airport’s
new pick-up system.

Following a review of the
airport premises, she direct-
ed Bangalore International
Airport Limited (BIAL) to in-
troduce a valet-based system
for private cars parked at P4.
This is to ensure vehicles can
be brought to the arrival lanes
within four minutes.

Shalini also called for
changes in the operations of
the Karnataka State Tourism
Development at the airport.
The current agreement, which
onlyallows KSTDC to operate
Sedan cars, willbe modified to

allow other car types to oper-
ate at government-approved
rates. And if required, pro-
visions will be made to issue
additional licenses to KSTDC.
BIAL has also been direct-
ed to work with the BMTC to
find a viable solution for the
reduced bus bays for BMTC
at Terminal 1, the chiel sec-
retary told DH. During the
review meeting with BIAL,
officials explained that the
four pick-up zones with three
laneseach—12lanesintotal—
outside Terminal l arrivalsare
designed to handle around 30
cars every 90 seconds.
However, until recently,
nearly 100 vehicles were en-
tering the space ata time, tak-
ing up to 10 minutes to clear.
This mismatch led tochaos, ar-
tificial congestion and asharp
spikein passenger grievances,

the BIAL management in-
formed the CS, adding that the
airport had reported a 100%
surge in complaints concern-
ing the same issue throughits
feedback system.

Officialsacknowledged that
there was no effective mech-
anism to regulate the entry
of private and commercial
vehicles, worsening the bot-
tleneck.

The chief secretary was
informed that, as per norms
followed at national and in-
ternational airports, private
vehicles (white board) are al-
lowed free access for pick-ups,
while commercial vehicles
(yellow board) are regulated
and assigned dedicated zones.
Commercial operators are
required to payan aggregator
fee per trip.

“Thenew parking and pick-

upsystemat BLR Airport was
thoughtfully introduced to
address long-standing opera-
tionalchallengesat thearrival
kerb— including unmanaged
halts and congestion —and to
deliver a safer, more orderly
and dependable arrival expe-
rience for all passengers,” a
BIAL spokesperson said.

BIAL has also cited Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security
guidelines, which prohibit
parking facilities within 100
metres of the arrival gate,
This stretch is to be declared
a no-honking zone, with
the police directed to take
immediate action against
violators.

Around 20 BIAL staff have
beendeployed along walkways
toassist passengers, including
withluggage, and newsignage
has been installed.
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Customs seize drugs worth
X3.16 crore at Mopa airport

BANGKOK FLYER ARRESTED WITH CONTRABAND

MAPUSA

The seizure of over g kg of hy-
droponic weed at Manochar
International Airport in Mopa
has once again exposed Goa's
vulnerability to international
drug trafficking routes linked
to tourist destinations.

Acting on specific intelli-
gence, the Air Intelligence
Unit (AIU) of Goa Customs in-
tercepted a passenger arriving
from Bangkok via Tashkent
on January 7 and recovered
9.036 kilograms of hydropon-
ic weed (cannabis) concealed
in the passenger's checked-in
baggage.

The contraband, valued at
approximately Rs 3.6 crore in
the illicit market, was found
hidden beneath clothes, indi-
cating deliberate attempts to
evade detection.

The substance tested posi-
tive for drugs using the NDPS
field testing kit, following
which the consignment was
seized and the passenger ar-
rested under the provisions
of the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances [NDPS)

The hydroponic weed seized at Manohar International
Airport, Mopa.

Act, 1985,

While the arrest marks a
significant seizure, investiga-
tors are now focusing on the
larger trafficking networlk,
including the source of the
drugs, the use of indirect in-
ternational routes such as
Bangkok-Tashkent-Goa, and
the intended local distribu-
tion channels.

Officials said further inves-
tigation is underway to deter-
mine whether the passenger
was acting as a courier for an

organised syndicate,

The seizure comes amid
repeated  concerns  over
Goa being used as an
entry point for high-value
narcotics, particularly
hydroponic cannabis, which
is  increasingly linked to
nightlife and tourism circuits.

Customs officials said the
department remains commil-
led to intensifying surveil-
lance and enforcement as part
of the government's “MNasha
Mukt Bharat” campaign.
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Flight services resume at Cooch Behar airport
after week-long suspension; uncertainty looms

SHASHIKESH ROY

COOCH BEHAR: Flight ser-
vices at Cooch Behar airport,
which remained suspended
for nearly a week without any
official explanation, resumed
on Thursday, offering tempo-
rary relief to stranded passen-
gers. The sudden disruption
had caused significant incon-
venience, particularly as tick-
ets for the nine-seater aircraft
operating on the route are usu-
ally booked well in advance due
to high demand and limited
seating capacity.

India One Air, the operator
of the Cooch Behar-Kolkata
route, has already announced
that it will continue services
only until January 31, trig-
gering widespread dissatis-
faction among residents and
regular flyers. Although flights
resumed on Thursday for the

Takeaways

» India One Air, the
operator of the Cooch
Behar—Kolkata route,
has announced that it will
continue services only
until Jan 31

» Although flights resumed
on Thursday for the first
fime in the new year, the
girline has yet to clarify
whether operations will

—— IIEPIIE-Si.HIhTI\'_f F'I[|

continue uninterrupted in
the coming weeks

» Passengers remain con-
cerned over the lack of
clarity and consistency
in air connectivity to

the region

first time in the new year, the
airline has yet to clarify whether
operations will continue unin-
terrupted in the coming weeks.

Confirming the resump-
tion, Cooch Behar airport offi-
cial Shubhashish Paul said:
“The first flight of the new year
operated on Thursday. The air-
line has not informed us of any

further suspension of services,
so flights are expected to con-
tinue for now. However, pas-
sengers have faced considerable
hardship due to the sudden halt
in operations.”

Airport sources revealed
that the agreement between
India One Air and the author-
ities under the Central govern-

ment’s UDAN (Ude Desh ka
Aam Naagrik) scheme is set to
expire on February 22. While
the airline currently receives
government subsidies under
the scheme, there is uncertainty
over whether the agreement
will be renewed, as the opera-
tor has already issued a notice
expressing its intention to dis-
continue flights.

In the meantime, prelimi-
nary discussions have report-
edly begun with another
carrier, Jet Wings, which has
proposed to operate a 42-seater
aircraft on the route. A special
inspection team is expected
to assess airport infrastruc-
ture before any final decision
is taken on the commencement
of new services.

Passengers,  however,
remain concerned over the lack
of clarity and consistency in air
connectivity to the region.
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AP Cabinet approves Dagadarthi greenfield airport at Nellore

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Amaravati

In a significant boost to Andhra
Pradesh's aviation and industrial
infrastructure, the State Cabinet has
approved the Dagadarthi
Greenfield Airport project in
Nellore district. With this approval,
Dagadarthi will become
Andhra Pradesh’s 8th airport,
reinforcing the State's vision
of creating a future-ready, multi-
modal logistics and industrial
network, officials said.
Strategically located, the
Dagadarthi airport enjoys excellent
connectivity to National Highway
corridors, two major ports —
Krishnapatnam Port and
Ramayapatnam Port — and multi-
ple industrial clusters, including
KRIS City and IFFCO SEZs. This
unigue locational advantage posi-

tions the airport as a critical enabler
for manufacturing, exports, agri-
logistics, and services-led growth in
southern Andhra Pradesh.

The project has already received
in-principle clearance from the
Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA),
Government of India, and the
Request for Proposal (RFP) has
been issued to invite private partic-
ipation for development, operation,
and maintenance under a long-
term concession framework.

Planned over multiple phases,
the airport will be developed on
1,332.80 acres, with Phase-1
designed to handle 1.4 million
passengers per annum, and scal-
able up to 15 million passengers
annually in the long term. The
master plan also provides for a
future cargo facility, aligning with
the region's growing industrial
output and port-led trade potential.

The Dagadarthi Greenfield
Airport is envisaged as more than
an aviation asset — it is a catalyst
for regional transformation.

By integrating air connectivity
with ports, highways, and industri-
al zones, the project is expected to
reduce logistics costs for exporters
and manufacturers, attract new
investments in industry, warehous-
ing, and services, generate employ-
ment across construction, avia-
tion, logistics, and allied sectors,
and strengthen Andhra Pradesh's
position as a preferred destination
for business and investment.

With the Cabinet's approval,
Andhra Pradesh continues to
demonstrate its commitment to
speed, scale, and certainty in
infrastructure development - laying
the foundation for sustained
economic growth and enhanced
global connectivity.
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After slew of complaints, govt orders
BIAL to tweak airport parking rules

Operator Told To
Make Changes
In One Week

Times News Netwosk

Bengaluri: The govt has di-
cted Bangalore Internatio-
Ltd (BLALS to mo-
dify its recently introdo
parking A pick-up e
tions it Kempegowds Interna-
thonal Alrport (K1A), asking
1|1ﬁthh |1ur 4
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and taxi operators over
walking distances amd rest
ricted vehicle acees
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asked Karnataka Stat
rism Developme
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ders" s i |

faci hhlllllh

|;[ the nirport —
g .|||l|| wleid

to BMTC Viyu \-'
remalins llllw--ol\-ﬂl
matler had earlier drawn
sharp criticism from trans-
et mindster Ramallnga Red
dx On this front, Shalind said
disciss|on on. “We have

BMTC MD
3, 1wl be

connected  the
with the BIAL CI
resolved soon,"

l||-=- chil

ks I--, h’mld_\ \'\.l‘m CAme
heavily on BIAL after
Eiving multiple compla-
ints from cab deivers and pas-
sengers over the new pa rking
and plek-upr

Om Wednesday, the trans-
port minister visited T1 o as
first-hand.
tlan, hie ab
wportionof thebuas

i AT alr
purt N faken
over, trigeering strong eriti-

elsm foan him and adding o
the pressure on airp
rithes to oy ow thee




_ AN

Hia fAaEgw= wiftswo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

TIMES OF INDIA

BANGLORE

10 JANUARY 2026

Vayu Vajra expansion plan stalls

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Bangalore In-
ternational Airport Ltd’s
decision to reduce the num-
ber of bus bays at Terminal 1
{'T1) of Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (KIA) has for-
ced Bangalore Metropolitan
Transport Corporation
{(BMTC)toreconsideritsplan
to expand the popular Vayu
Vajraairport bus service.

BMTC had proposed ad-
ding 50 more buses on new
airport routes, but officials
now say the plan may be put
on hold because of acute
space constraints at TL
“When there is no space to
operate, what is the point of
adding new buses?” a
BMTC official said, war-
ning that air passengers
may increasingly be pushed
towards taxis, a far more ex-
pensive alternative.

The number of bus bavs
at Tl was reduced from 14 to
just seven after an entire
row was removed and allot-
ted to a private taxi opera-
tor. This has created serious
operational challenges for

7
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BMTC, which currently
operates 156 Vayu Vajra bu-
ses on 22 routes, connecting
various parts of the city to
theairport. Officials said ne-
arly 80% of airport bus pas-
sengers board Vayu Vajra
buses at T1, which also gene-
ratesthebulk of BMTC'sair-
port-related revenue. Since
the reduction in bus bays,
daily ridership has dropped
by more than 1,000 passeng-
ers, resulting in a revenue
loss of Rs3-41akh every dav
BMTC runs airport bus
services to distant suburbs
such as Attibele and Jigani,
located more than 63km
from the airport. The maxi-
mum fare on these routes is
Rs 430 per passenger, making
Vavu Vajra a significantly
cheaper alternative to taxis.

"“The earlier 14-bay layo-
ut allowed buses to be par-
ked comfortably. Now eve-
rything has been squeezed
into a single row,” a senior
BMTC official said, adding:
“We'd handle 532 departu-
resusing tworows. With on-
ly one row now, congestion
builds up very guickly.”

According to officials,
buses are now forced to de-
part within minutes of arri-
vingat the terminal to avoid
pile-ups, unlike earlier
when they could waitlonger
for passengers. This has led
to many passengers mis-
sing buses of their choice
and opting for taxis instead.

“We are being forced to
compete with taxi opera-
tors, who have reached an
agreement with BIAL,” the
BMTC official said.

BIALhasnotvetissueda
statement on the issue, but
the move has drawn criti-
cism online. “This is a ret-
rograde step. They should fo-
cus on increasing public
transport infraaround KIA,”
said S Shekar, addinga “cars-
only” approach is worsening
congestionin the city.
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Major solar project in Bidar
lost over land aqu151t10n

GPn'ylma e for representation

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: The govt has
failed to convince farmers in
Aurad taluk of Bidar district
to part with land for a pro-
posed 500Mw solar park,
forcing the Centre and state
to scrap the big-ticket renew-
able energy project that was
first proposed in 2023,

Officials of Karnataka Re-
newable Energy Development
(KREDL), nodal agency for
renewable energy projects in
the state, said the govt could
secure the consent of farmers
for onlv about 200 acres,
against the required 2,000
acres for the park.

While four villages in Au-
rad taluk were initially iden-
tified for the project, farmers
opposed the compensation
package, which was on par
with what KREDL had of-
fered during the launch of
the Pavagada solar park in
2018. Farmers argue that
those rates do not reflect cur-
rent land values and local
requirements.

The project was original-
ly proposed in Kalaburagi
district but was later shifted
to Bidar at the request of the
state govt. In Aug 2025, reply-
ing to a question in the Lok
Sabha, Shripad Yesso Naik,
minister of state for new and
renewable energy, confirmed

LAND LOCKED: The govt could
secure farmers' consent for only
200 acres of the 2,000-acre park

the cancellation of the pro-
ject, stating: “The Bidar so-
lar park was subsequently
cancelled as the state govt
was unable to identify land.”

Reiterating the Centre's
stand, Pralhad Joshi, Union
minister for new and renew-
able energy, told TOL “The
Centre is keen on the project
as it aims to increase the na-
tion's capacity in solar power,
but the lack of cooperation
from the state govt has meant
that Karnataka will lose out
on 30% of the assistance for
the project.”

Joshi said the country has
seen a sharp rise in solar ca-
pacity over the past decade,
with installed capacity grow-
ing from 3 gigawatts in 2014 to
over 130 gigawatts, while Kar-
nataka's installed solar capac-
ity stood at 10,642 megawatts

as of Nov 2025,

However, district in<charge
minister Eshwar Khandre
blamed the central govt for the
impasse, arguing that com-
pensation offered to farmers
was inadequate despite the
availability of land.

“While farmers in neigh-
bouring Maharashtra are get-
ting Rs 50,000 per acre per
year, the Centre is offering
Karnataka farmers Rs 30,000
per acre per vear on lease for
the project,” Khandre said.
“Even for outright purchase,
the compensation does not
meet local farmers’ require-
ments, But we are still hopeful
since negotiations are con-
tinuing between farmers and
relevant agencies.”

KREDL officials said at-
tempts were made to shift the
project from Bidar to Madhu-
giri in Tumakuru district, but
those efforts failed to generate
sufficient response from
farmers there as well.

Meanwhile, KREDL indi-
cated that it would not seek
central financial assistance
(CFA) from the ministry of
new and renewable energy
in the current funding cycle.
“Due to the non-cooperation
of stakeholders and de-
mands for higher compensa-
tion, we will explore CFA
during the next round of
funding,” a KREDL spokes-
person said.
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N Mum airport
takes steps for
mobile network

Mumbai: Navi Mumbai In-
ternational Airport, which
began operations on Dec 25
said it rolled out a set of inte-
rim and structural measur-
estoaddress mobile network
and internet connectivity is-
sues inside the terminal as it
prepared for large-scale pas-
sengeroperations.

It said it proposed that te-
lecom service providers be
charged for in-building solu-
tion infrastructure at rates
aligned with those applicab-
le at Mumbai International
Airport Ltd. It has taken in-
terim steps. “Login instruct-
ions for Wi-Fi access are pro-
minently displayved across {1-
ight information display ser-
eens and other digital infor-
mation platforms within the
terminal. In addition, physi-
cal standees outlining clear,
step-by-step instructions are
installed at key locations su-
chasarrival halls, departure
zones and terminal circula-
tion areas,” NMIAL said

ManjuV
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m All passengers stable m DGCA, AAIB teams to visit site

Aircraft crashlands in Odisha’s

Rourkela, 2 pilots among 6 hurt

AKSHAYA KUMAR SAHOO
BHUBANESWAR, JAN. 10

A nine-seater charter air
craft made a forced land-
ing near Jalda, about 10
km from Rourkela in
Odisha, on Friday, leaving
six peaple injured.
Officials sald all the
injured are stable and
undergoing treatmeant.
The aircraft, which was
fying from Bhuhaneswar
to Rourkela, was carrving
folir passengers—iwo men
i!l'lli WO WOITRET --E!I]I1 w0
pilots. All six were shifted
to JP Hospital and
Rourkela Government
Hospital and are under
close medical observation.
Rourkela superintendent
of police MNitesh
Wndhwani said arrange-
ments have been made to
airlift the injured to high-
er medieal Cacilities if

The ill-fated charter aircraft that rnaj:le forced landing in
agricultural land in Odisha's Rourkela on Saturday. — PT/

required. The site of the
incident has been secured
and securlty personnel
deploved.

Clarifying the incident,
Bhubaneswar alrport
director Prasanna
Pradhan sajd the alrcraft
did not crash but made a
forced landing shortly

before reaching Rourkela.
“The aircraft took off
from Bhubaneswar at
1227 pm. At L14 pm,
Rourkela Alr Traffic
Control received a May
Day ecall, which was
approved The phlot
informed ATC that he was
landing the aircraft in

agricultural land. The last
communieation Was
received at 1.7 pm, after
which contact was lost,”
he said.

Mr Pradhan added that a
team of officials of
Aldrcraft Accident
Investigation Buresau
{AAIB) is scheduled to
reach Bourkela on Sunday
to conduct an on-the-spot
inguiry

According 1o  olTicial
sources, a team from the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
is expected to  carry
o a preliminary assess-
ment,

Sundargarh  collector
Subhankar Mohapatra
gald a thorough Investiga-
tion would be conducted
to determine the cause of
the Incident, Including
possible technical faunlts
in the aircraft



_ AN

YR fAa=aas uifssyon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHI 1 JANUARY 2026
At Hiet fawm gefeam, B wi arEe
i & A A e [ N

EwET) sifem | T ¥ Om
niEm #1 0% o w5 &w oE o
UMEE TR 6 F O T ) B
T T 1 5 e A T =
TEM H-208 VEATE | WREE AW |
T ot e | s feafa 1 2E g
T 3 I T o) S A ST et i
PR F R e IYA F 9

KTLIRRCR AN it mﬁrﬂﬁﬂimﬁﬂl Hﬂﬂiﬂmgsfzmﬁmﬁl
Fs A ¥l forer 2 s At 5 4 araere mtmmﬂﬂm?ﬁm&mmﬂ?mm
CTE L e B R o doh g L et siodete ik tisaiei o




_ AN

YR fAaaEgas uifSswor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA

DELHI

11 JANUARY 2026

T Dt b, DU I HBICTAT FHA T

IRTE @i sideT e WR A b1 < fepan & gerg gfer A His

TEUE| WEHSE 1 9% | an 4
T g Y F AeE 224 W g
QTS AT A HiS A T A
1 HaAEol & HiY 2 @G w94 9
= | UF w0 F99 2 § T AeEE
F1 & | a0t 1 foeei e W g
T 1 e o1 o I O e e
1@ T &1 F9 A T7 aew e
o i foiee 3 e 7
H¥21-12 & fomamen e
framedt wieRer = 2 SEn § ZE
=i AfEah1 | =ar & = 2 g
& HM 13 FE 2023 F g H
TEAEE I Tge O Ame feeet
TATNE T 3T & | 3% 545 H Sl
1 =m 3 fau & | 19 9% fooeht B
it 3= fak 1= & 3 ams fag T

TPt A & A
Ut Bt A b,
2 & T I

I A A e 91 S a9 b
forFra #11

FOAT F TE H AT F A
o 5 A O A I
Are Tl 78 91 IS F A 224
W YT S % et e T o | 5
T g8 qfes 3 an # He w1
forn | forrraaenal 3 = 6 A A
F O w3 A A S A
w1 | T T wE A
g =i el emEee

=1 F Tl A F A Z2A 9
F1 9% &1 3 T8 e A 3 e
T o & =w Foe =1 forr
=H =M T T8 9 ZEAE A A
o1 | Forrraasdl @ Fol & SR
YA F A ot A @ 97
H TE H @AM § FE
forrrRat F 37 1 F9 9 12
el ani T8 # 3% Ak 18 T
T 1 # qaEen o wwm w

AEM F 5 oA A e |
frFmaawd & TFAA 84 W &
@ T A ufaeE @ w E )
T 97 =0 FA F AT = Fe
fem1 & wr s | fererrrR R ER
A T T T S 5
e 3 F 9w WA E
# for 22 7o w74 24 B



_ AN

Hag faa=aas uifdeyo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK BHASKAR

JAIPUR

S| TROE W R 0 el
TR & WG & H=eH 12481
T e g 8 FE 400 §
i i T W SR S
FE 9N AR F W oA
TE E W) gy E i e
T 6E-7742, 1 FARE H W 5:50
a1 =EE A &1 T A H e
6:55 = IEAE T ST 63-7465
YA kA ¢ g wel i =
oy 2T d=eE FEel & e
AR T TH T T F E

T 1 27 vl & fo o1 =i A
ol TeET T #F 92T 5H R
ST F FER RS 65-207
1.20 H& 72 g1 9 %R SEE H
R 7:35 F9 S W 8, 9

8:55 #a FHITHRIE! o FAT T3
&1 T | FE TIEHSE o He WeliR
UH=-251 % AR A9 A T
TR T T g SR S
TR B 9 12:50 =7 U= A @
SR TS 3.20 e T B
TEE 4:10 7= HoE T@H B

9 JANUARY 2026



_ AN

YR fAa=aaa uifSeyo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DESHBANDHU DELHI 11 JANUARY 2026

&S BICH] Pl kel B
fere vusnEdt @1 Jgama

o8 feoott | md Eeat 6t oy &t
el TR UHEETe Pt

FA Rt =3t (ersndd) &
Turg B & s 2 # eevees
TEarEs ue HArog Tt odtdt
erard & afey ot ofafafirt o
difaat i #=ft e, forarar
B @S Al UT Sgdal U
ot dgiord (wdieh) =t orfafatie
i o &2 Ul | T HEA e
et wde # et s s e
& U 7o el @) uuandd @
ST & aTe o ol &, o
Hafra v Rere ol Tretemst
& glae et sfaeoaita wnd asd
T UF it Ted OY X7

JTEM 2T |



A
HiIeei g faa=gw= wifdswor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA,
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JAGRAN

WY WECH, T
() : sAfzen o qavar
o TIvEE SN B 12 e wE
Fra faem & s maE
¥ owm d@g § smm A
FIH U2 | 37 wHA IE 99
T O] F FEE 208 A
w faom gEgeEE &
ERE H T TAEE e 2R
wi = B ) fEEe § .
I Far 4|

faoH Fi-aN ST 1,40
w3 THEAEE B HE %
W UE TS I d T

T 9t e B o e o o T T SR O @ TR

DELHI

FHET # EFE BT wEE 100
dizr R fagew 9= T
EmE o Tusr FEd e
e TEE wEM ST FEm
e AT w s i
Y R F OgEE FEW
forare, Havg A S AR
A gEEaT F A A
o Hiam AFEE gEe 8 |

9 Um wgF WA #W Fel 6
TR 1.18 W9 fa9E o H0
FIEET UEE T A 7
1| TTAETE] i O § e
= F@T 99 WA A w9 WY
TE | BTRE FT T w7 =

11 JANUARY 2026



Corporate Communications Directorate

FINANCIAL EXPRESS DELHI 11 JANUARY 2026

737-Max 10
in 2nd phase
of testing

REUTERS
Seattle, January 10

THE FEDERAL AVIATION
Adminkstmtion has apgroved
Bocing's argest vadant of its
best-gelling 737 MaX jet, the
MAX 1L to move tot he seoomd
phase of HBight testing on the
plane’s long -delayed certifica
thon campalgn, acconding toa
source familiar with the pro
gramme. The companyand FAA
declinel tocomment.

Bocing expoutives have pre
vieisly sald they expect to fin-
ish centificationthisyearforthe
MAX Tand 10, the smallest and
largest variants of t he popu lar
single-alsle jet. The company
has more than 1,200 orders fior
the MaX 10 in its backlog,
.'.r-.'nl.—'inl-: o maat i data ana
Tythcs firma Chrkum,
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INDIGO LOSES APPEAL AGAINST DGCA ORDER

NEWDELHI
—e

IndiGo on Friday said an appel-
late authority has rejected its
appeal against regulator
DGCA's penalties on two sen-

ior executives of the airline for
alleged failure o use qualified
simulators for pilot training at
CETtmin airports.

In September last year; the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) imposed a

fine of Rs 20 lakh each on the

Director Flight Operations and

Director Training of IndiGo
The DGCA  Appellate

Authority, through an order

dated January 7, has dismissed
the appeal. “The matter has

been disposed of by reinstating
the penalty of Rs 20 lakh each
on the Director Flight
Operations and  Director
Training of the company,”
IndiGo’s parent  InterGlobe
Aviation said in a filing to BSE.
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AKASA AIR
JOINS IATA
PTI

NEWDELH
e —e

Akasa Air has joined global
airlines Erouping
International Air Transport
Assoclation (IATA) a8 a
member. IATA represents over
360 airlines, including Indian
carriers. Air India, Air India
Express, IndiGo and Spicelet.

In arelease on Friday, Akasa
Air said it became an IATA
member after completing
IATA Operational Safety Audit
(BD5A) which is mandatory for
the membership.

“We are excited to welcome
Akasa Air as an IATA member,
India’s aviation potemtial is
huge, with the industry sup-
porting 77 million jobs and
USD 536 billion in economic
contribution,” Regional Vice
President for Asia-Pacific for
LATA Sheldon Hee said.
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Plane crash lands in Odisha, 6 injured

Debabrata Mohanty

letters@hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR: S5ix people,
including two crew members and
four passengers were injured, on
Saturday when a nine-seater pri-
vate aircraft made a forced landing
on a field near Odisha's Rourkela
city, allegedly due to a technical
issue, people familiar with the
matter said. Meanwhile, the state
police has formed a specialised
investigation team to probe the
incident.

State commerce and transport
minister BB Jena said the incident
took place around 10 km from the
city at Jalda when the aircraft,
operating under the UDAN
scheme, was flying from Bhuban-
eswar to Rourkela. “A nine-seater
private flight carrying passengers
met with an accident. Passengers
have sustained injuries..,” he said.

Speaking to news agency ANI,
Jena said, “We have spoken to the
DGCA, which has begun an inves-
tigation into the incident...”

A statement released by the car-
rier, IndiaOne Air, said: “An air-
craft operated by IndiaOne Air Pvt

et

Firefighters douse a fire after a private aircraft crash landed in

Rourkela, Odisha, on Saturday.

Ltd, VT-KSS (Cessna Grand Cara-
van 208B EX), operating as flight
17102, departed Bhubaneswar at
approximately 12:25 pm today.
Shortly after take-off, the flight
crew reported a technical issue
and prudently declared a “May-
day” call in accordance with estab-
lished safety procedures. Acting
decisively and professionally, the
pilots carried out a forced landing
in an open area near Kansor,
approximately 15-20 km short of
Rourkela at about 13:20 PM."

Pl

Itadded: “The airline is working
closely with the aviation regula-
tors and the Odisha State Govern-
ment to provide all necessary
assistance and support to the pas-
sengers and crew...”

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) confirmed safety
of the passengers. “All the six
occupants (two pilots and four
passengers) have been admitted to
the ICU of JP Hospital, Rourkela.
The condition of five persons is
stable while one is under observa-

tion,” it said in a statement.

While the cause of the crash
landing is not known, Biju Patnaik
International Airport director Pra-
sanna Pradhan said a team from
the Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) is on its way to
Rourkela to ascertain the reason of
accident. “In the Mayday message,
the pilot informed that he is land-
ing ona field,” Pradhan said.

Rourkela SP Nitesh Wadhwani
identified the injured passengers
as Susanta Kumar Biswal, Anita
Sahoo, Sunil Agarwal and Sabita
Agarwal. The pilots, Captain
Naveen and Captain Tarun, were
alsoinjured, with Naveen sustain-
ing a head injury. He added thatan
SIT would probe the incident. “The
team will examine the equipment
to identify any technical issues or
faults. Experts will assess the situa-
tion in detail.”

In a post on X, chief minister
Mohan Charan Majhi said: T have
directed that the best medical ser-
vices be provided to those injured
in this incident. [ am personally
monitoring the situation...”

With inputs from PT1
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Nine-seater aircraft crash-lands on
field in Odisha; all six aboard safe

The Hindu Bureau

EHUBANESHWAR/ NEW DELHI

A nine-seater passenger
aircraft made a forced
landing on a vacant agri-
cultural field near Rourke-
la in Odisha on Saturday af-
ter the pilots detected a
technical glitch. The airline
confirmed that all six on-
board, including the two
pilots, are safe.

The flight from Bhuba-
neswar to Rourkela was
operated by an Ahmeda-
bad-based private regional
airline, IndiaOne Air.

The airline had bagged
several routes under the
Central government’s re-
gional connectivity
scheme to bring air con-
nectivity to tier-2 and tier-3
cities.

The aircraft involved in
the accident was a Cessna
Grand Caravan, which sus-
tained extensive damage,
particularly to its nose and
main fuselage or aircraft
body.
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Close call: Firefighters dousing a fire after a small passenger
aircraft crashed in Rourkela, Odisha on Saturday. pTi

The Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau (AAIB)
will investigate the acci-
dent, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation said in a press
statement.

“The flight crew report-
ed a technical issue after
about 50 minutes of flight
and prudently declared a
“Mayday” call in accor-
dance with established sa-
fety procedures. The pilots
carried out a forced land-

ing in an open area near
Kansor, approximately 15-
20 km short of Rourkela
about 13:20 p.m.,” the air-
line said in a press
statement.

A forced landing is an
emergency landing made
by an aircraft when conti-
nuing the flight is no longer
possible due to a serious
problem, such as a me-
chanical failure, engine
trouble, fuel issues, or oth-

er technical emergencies.

Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Majhi wrote on X
that he was personally
monitoring the situation.
“I have instructed that the
best possible medical care
be provided immediately
to those injured in this inci-
dent,” he wrote.

Locals rush to site

When the aircraft crash-
landed, the locals imme-
diately rushed to the spot
and rescued the passen-
gers, who were taken to
Rajiv Gandhi Hospital,
Rourkela, and another
private hospital. “Passen-
gers are safe. We have se-
cured the accident site by
cordoning it off for an in-
vestigation,” said Sundar-
garh Collector Subhankar

Mohapatra.
Rourkela Superinten-
dent of Police Nitesh

Wadhwani said officials are

keeping a close watch on
the health condition of all

the occupants.
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Firefighters at the crash sitein Rourkela on Saturday. express

Nine-seater aircraft
crashes during

landing in Odisha’s
Rourkela, 6 injured

Sujit Bisoyi
Bhubaneswar, January 10

A NINE-SEATER aircraft oper-
ating on the Bhubaneswar-
Rourkela route met with an ac-
cident while landing at the
Rourkela Airport Saturday:.

According to officials, four
passengers and two crew
members were on board the
aircraft at the time of the mis-
hap and all occupants are re-
ported to be safe. The passen-
gers sustained minor injuries
and were admitted to a local
hospital, officials said.

The reason behind thecrash
is yet to be assessed as officials
said they are looking into the
details. State commerce and
transport minister Bibhuti Jena
said all passengers are stable.
details. State commerce and
transport minister BibhutiJena
said all passengers are stable.
“The captain detected technical
issues minutesaftertheaircraft
took off and the mishap oc-
curred while he tried to land at
a place 10 km from Rourkela,”
Jenasaid, adding that the state
government willsend areamto
the spot to assess the situation.

Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi said he
hasdirected that the best medi-
cal care be provided to the in-
jured and said he is personally
monitoring the situation.

“ILam deeply saddened to
learn about the plane crash that
occurred in Rourkela. The news
that all passengers are safte by
the grace of Lord Jagannath is
reassuring. [ have directed that
immediate best medical ser-
vices be provided to those in-
jured inthis incident. Iam per-
sonally monitoring the

situation. I am praying at the
feet of Lord Sri Jagannath for
the swift recovery of all,” noted
MajhionX.

A press release from the Di-
rectorate of Aviation said thatan
India One Airaircraft was flying
from Bhubaneswarto Rourkela.
“Departed at 12:27 hours. It had
two pilots and 4 passengers. 8
nautical milesshortof reaching
Rourkela, the aircraft force-
landed at a place near Jalda. Pi-
lots have ensured the landing
due to which lives have been
saved. Receiving the informa-
tion, thedistrict administration
has reached and shifted the in-
jured pilots and passengers to
medical facilities at Rourkela.
Currently, 3 passengers are
treated at J.P. Hospital and two
pilots +1 pax aretreated at RGH,

11 JANUARY 2026
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Aircraft crash-lands near
Odishas Rourkela, 6 hurt

ROURKELA/BHUBANESWAR/MUM-
BAT: At least six persons were injured when

a nine-seater aircraft made an rml;rﬁ:lncf
sha on

crash landing near Rourkela in Odis
Saturday, officials said.

The incident took place around 10 km
from the eity at Jalda, when the aireraft,
operating under the UDAN scheme, was fly-
ing from Bhubaneswar to Rourkela.

The crew had issued a ‘Mayday' call to
the nearby airport before landing in an

open area. Canlinued on P4

DELHI 11 JANUARY 2026

Aircraft

“A nine-seater private {light
carrying passengers met with an
accident. Passengers have sus-
tained injuries. The incident took
place at Jalda, around 10 km from
Bourkela. By the grace of God, it
is nol a major acchdent,” Ouisha's
Commerce and Transport minis-
ter B B Jena told reporters.

“All the six occupants (bwo
pilots and four passengers) have
been admitted to the ICU of [P
Hospital, Rourkela. The condition
of five persons is stable while one
is under ohservation,” a stalement
issued by the directorate of avia-
tion in Bhubaneswar said.

While the cause of the crash
landing is not known, Biju Pat-
naik International Airport (BPLA)
director Prasanna Pradhan said a
team from the Aireraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AATR) is on
its way o Rourkela to ascertain
the reason of accident.

“In the Ma}rda.:,' message, the

pilot informed that he is landing
on a field.” Pradhan said

A statement by the Director
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said, “On 10,01 2026 INDIA-
ONE AIR Cessna Grand C208B
aircraft VT-K5S departed Bhu-
baneshwar at approscimately 12:35
hours IST while operating flight
10A102  Bhubaneswar-Rourkela).
AL 13:14 hrs 18T crew declared
"MAY Day” to Rourkela ATC and
made a forced landing at 13:20
hours IST in an open area near
Kansor.

Rourkela SP Mitesh Wadhwani
identified the injured passengers
as Susania Kumar Biswal, Anita
Sahoo, Sunil Agarwal and Sab-
ita :"Lga.rwd_ The pilots, Captain
Naveen and Captain Tarun, were
also injured, with Captain Naveen
sustaining a head infury.

Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi, who is on a tour to Sam-
balpur, reviewed the situation and
directed the officials to extend all
support from the state to the pas-
sengers, pilots and authorities.

Ina post on X, Majhi said,
“Tam deeply saddened to learn
about the plane crash that
occurred in Rourkela. The news
that all passengers are safe by the
grace of Lord Jagannath is reas-
suring. [ have directed that the
best medical services be provided
to those injured in this incident.

I am personally monitoring the
situation. [ am praying to Lord 5o
Jagannath for the swilt recovery
af all”

Local resident Brinath Singh
said, “I saw the plane in unbal-
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6 hurt as 9-seater
flight crash-lands
near Rourkela

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i@ Rourkela/Bhubaneswar

FOUR passengers and two pi-
lots had a miraculous escape
when a nine-seater commercial
aircraft of IndiaOne Air crash
landed on an open field at Gu-
diatola, close to Rourkela on
Saturday afternoon.

The flight was on its way
from Bhubaneswar to Rourkela
when the mishap took place.
The passengers and crew es-
caped with injuries after pilots
of the Cessna Grand C208B air-
craft managed to force land on
the isolated field, barely 15 km
to 20 km from Rourkela. The
aireraft suffered damage to its
front and nose.

Locals rushed to the landing
site, assisted the fire services
personnel from Rourkela to
evacuate the trapped passen-
gers and crew members and
prevent further danger by stop-
ping plane's oil leakage with
application of foam.

The Director General of Civil
Aviation said that the Adrcraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
{AAIB) has been asked to inves-
tigate into the mishap.
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' Six injured after private aircraft
crash-lands in Odisha:

Bhubaneswar: Six people, including two pilots of a
six-seater private aircraft, were injured today afternoon
after it crash-landed in an agriculture field at Jalda near
Rourkelasteel city in Odisha’s Sundargarh district, said
officials on Saturday. The aircraft which was flying from
Bhubaneswar to Rourkela made a forced landing after it
developed a technical snag. All six persons, including the
pilots, are now undergoing treatment in JP Hospital,
Rourkela. The District Administration including the
Collector and SP are closely monitoring the situation and
extending necessary support at Rourkela. The Principal
Secretary, Commerce & Transport has been monitoring
the situation and coordinating the concerned officials
from the Union and State Government.
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Pvtaircraft makes crash-landing
near Rourkela. 6on board injured

SHEKHAR SINGH
THLRIEND MW s SERVICT
NEW DELHI, JANUARYLD
A Cessna Grand Caravan air-
craft operited by IndiaOne
Air made acrash landing in a
formland near Katibandha
Kansara in Rourkela, Odisha,
an Saturday after the crew
declared a “Mayvday” call
mil-flight, aviation regulntor
officials said, adding that all
gix persons in the plane suf-
fered minor injuries,

‘All occupants are safe. As a
precautionary measure, they

were laken to a hospital for
medical examination.” said a
DGCA afficial

According to officals, the
nine-seater prvate arcraft, reg-
istered as VIKSS, departed
Bhubaneshwar around 1225
pm while opemting flight
I0A102 to Rourkels. Around
114 pm, the crew declared a
‘Muavyday' to Rourkela Air Traf
fic Control upon noticing a
technical snag in the system,
attemnpted a belly landing on a
grassland. saving all passen-
gers around 120 pm

11 JANUARY 2026
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