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Airport’s T2 to be
closed for over 4
months for revamp

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

DELHI INTERNATIONAL Airport
Limited (DIAL) on Friday unveiled
an ambitious plan to refurbish
Terminal 2 or T2 of the Gapital's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport, which was built by the
Airports Authority of India (AAI)
fourdecades ago. T2 willundergo
refurbishment to prepare for pro-
jected growth in air travel de-
mand, itsaidin a statement.

The work isset to comimence
inthe 2025-26 financial year, with
completion targeted by the sec-
ond quarter, it added. During the
renovation, T2 will temporarily
dose for four to six months, with
operations shifted to the newly
expanded Terminal 1.

According to DIAL the refur-
bished terminal will see six new
passenger boarding bridges
sourced ffom South Korea, which
will be operated with au-
tonomous dodking technology for
the first time in India. These
bridees will also have elevated
ramps for wheelchair accessibil-
ity, swing doors for better opera-
torsafety, and cushioned side cov-
ersforadded aesthetics and safety.
Additionally, significant upgrades
ioheating ventilationand aircon-
ditioning systems and fire safety
mechanisms willensure security
throughout the terminal.

It further said that aesthetic

At Delhi airport on Friday. P11

improvernents to T2 will include
theinstallation of modern ceilings
andskylight designs, contributing
to a more welcoming ambiance.
Smart washrooms, advanced
flooring, and enhanced road con-
nectivity will further bolster pas-
senger convenience. Canopies in
the forecourt area will provide
protection from adverseweather.

Operationally, T2 will see im-
proved real-time flight tracking
capabilities with the installation
of high-resolution Flight
Information Display Systems
alongside revamped signage for
clearer communication, particu-
larly for persons with reduced
mobility, the DIALsaid,

DIAL CEQ Videh Kumar
Jaipuriarsaid, “The refurbis hment
of the four-decade-old Terminal 2
is the need of the hour. We, at
DIAL, are commuitted to enhanc-
ing the overall passenger experi-
ence by upgrading key infrastruc-
ture, improving operational
efficiency, and elevating passen-
ger comfort..”
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Delhi airport’s
T2 terminal to be
closed for revamp

EEFRESS HEWS SERVICE & heaw Duit

DELII alrport operator DIAL on Friday
saul the fonrdecade-old Terminal 2 (T2)
will b b fior Fur 10 six months imthe
next Annneinl year for reforbishment
wirks fhint aro expecied o be enmpleted in
e September quarter.

Thae Tndirs Gamlbi Tnternntlonnl Alr
port (IGLA) o the nstlonal capital, which
i& nlsn the country 's husiest nirport, has
three terminnls -- T1, T2 and T

Currently, T1 and T2 pe wsed only for
domest e bt 4 The refiidhlshinett works
al T am s to commenee in 38528 with
an expected completion date In G2 of
FY16, Dellhl Internationsl Alrport Lid
COLAL) sald in o relssse, The Onancial
vear starts from April 1, 205,

“Terminal £ will undergo a tempocary
slunidown for appreedimately 4 o S noaiths
1o eomplate these improvements, " The
temporary closure of Terminal 2 is ex-
preriend B caneso m inimal disraption foop
erallone, as e newly developed Ternalnal
1 wiill absort the adkliniomal kaad, ensuring
continued servioe o podsengers, " the re
lense s il T2 was constreten] 40 yomrs ngn
by the Alrports Authority of Imidbs (AAT)

The decadesall terminal will urdergn
dlgnifieant upprades almed af elevaling
e passenper experlence and Increasing
the alrport’s capacity to meet Duetore
growil demands,” the releage sail

THAL CEQ Videh Kumor Joiporiar said
the refuriishment of the fourdecaile-ald
T2 Is the nessi of the hour He akio said the
overall passenger experisnce will b= an
hamead by upgrading key [nfrastracture
lmproving operallopal &fTleclemcw and &l
EVRELINE pRssnmger combact, “With the e
milhal's projected passsnger capaciny ex-
pected to reach ite peak by FY 242538
thesie enhuneements will becracial inosuap
porting the growing demand for alr trave|
purticulndy for domestic pnssengers” he
nofpdl. The airport handles aromd 13K
fight momerments dily

srpet's taadry o
st hoture growth
Samand

THAL saled i i s

Temporary
closura
The temporany
clnsue of Terminal
2 i pxpocted to
caisae minimal
disruption ta
Gpeialon, ai
the newly
teayelcped
Terminal 1will
ahsorb e
additional Load,
erguring contirued
sEnloe ta
passergers, stated
the release. T2 was
constructed 40
yearsago by the
Alparts Suthadty
of India. Currently,
Tland T2 arm
wsed only b
dammti flights
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Penovation of

12, to shift lllll!l‘ﬂliillls toTi

RAJESH KUMAR m MEW DELHI

D:Ihi girpotts Terminal 2
(T2) will remain closed
for about six months for
refurbishment works in the
next financial year. Delhi
International Airport Limited
({DIAL) has wunveiled an
ambitious plan 1o

refurbish Terminal 2 or T2 af
the Indira Gandhi
International Adrport which
wis built by the Airports
r\LilH.LJr'L[} of India (AAT) four
decades ago.
During ttfu: renovation, T2
will temporarily close for four
1o six months, with
operations being shifted to
the newly ﬂpanﬁ:d Terminal
1 to minimise disruption.
Sources said the
refurbishment work is et to
commence in the 2025-26
financial year, wilh
completion targeted by the
second quarter. The upgrades
are expected to be completed

by the second quarter of

Financial Year 2026

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation ({DGCA) has
asked the operator of IGI
alrport  to  undertake a
comprehensive overhaul of
Terminal 2 (T2} The
financial year starls from

April 1, 2025,

According  to
closure will not significantly
impact airport operations as

DIAL, the

Terminal 1 (T1) will
gecommodate the additional
load af passengers. T2, which
was constructed 40 years ago
bj.' the AAl, will u.nfjl:rgﬂ

extensive renovations Lo
Lmprove the passenger
experience and  increase

capacity for future growth T1

and T2 currently serve
domestic flights while
Terminal 3 (T3) handles

international fighis.
The decades-old terminal will
undergo stgnificant upgrades
a:irru.-:;t= at  elevating the
passenger experience and
increasing  the  airport’s
EHPEEi.I.}' o meel lulure
growth demands,” said DIAL
in a Press stalement.
Continued on page 2

Delhi to begin renovation of T2, to shift operations to T1

From page 1

Key elements of  the
refurbishment lncim]c_ the
installation of six state-of-the-

art  Passenger Boarding
Bridges (PBBs) [lealuring
aulonomous docking

technology, the first of s
kind in India. These advanced
PBBs will offer features such
as  elevaled ramps for
wheelchair  access and
adjusted eabins for a seamless
experience. The terminal will
also receive mechanical and
electrical upgrades, including
new HVAC systems for better
air quality and enhanced fire
safely measires.

According to airport operator,

DIAL will procure six state-
of-the-art Passenger Boardin
Bridges (PBBs) from Sou
Korea, incorporating
advanced features including
elevated amps 1o assisl
wheelchair pAsSEmEers;
Adjosted cabins for a seamless
passenger experience;
Aulonomous docking
technology (first time in
India); Side-covering
cushions for enhanced safety
and aesthetics and swing
doors for operator safety and
a better acsthetic appeal

The terminal’s aesthetics will
be upgraded with modern
ceilings and skylight designs,
creating a more appealing
environment. The civil works

include smart  washrooms,
advanced [looring, and belter
road  connectivity  will
improve passenger
convendence. Canopies at Lhe
forecourt will ensure a dry,
comfortable experience for
passengers, especially during
the monsoen

T2 opened in May 1986, and
was Initlally used for
international Mights il July
2010, when those operations
shified 1o T3. Afler this, the
terminal remained
operational for only three
months every year, catering to
Haj flights. It was then shut
for a few years, and in 2017,
was renovaled, and now-

bankrupt airline Go First and

a few IndiGo flights started
operattons from here.
Officials said IGI is scheduled
to host the Afrports Council
International (ACI) Asia-
Pacific & Middle East
Regional Assembly
conference in mid-April, and
officials from the ministry of
civil aviation confirmed thai
the expanded Terminal §(T1)
will be ready by early April 1o
ensure that the country’s
largest airport geis the best
display.

On completion of the ongoing
work, T1 will have a capacity
of 40 million passengers
annually. T2% renovation will
begin only by the end of April
or May once the ACI

conference concludes”
officials confirmed.

DIAL CEOQ Videh Kumar
Ia.l]:ru:lar said the
refurbishment of the four-
decade-old T2 is the need of
the hour “The decades-old
terminal will undergo
significant upgrades aimed at
elevating  the passenger
experience and increasing fh:
alrpurl's ca]:ra.ci:l':.' o meel
future growth demands” he
said.

DIAL CEOQ said the overall
passenger experience will be
enhanced by upgrading key
infrastructure, improvin
operational efficiency, anﬁ
elevating passenger comfort.
“With the terminal’s

projected passenger capacily
expecied o reach ils peak by
FY 2025-26, these
enhancements will be crucial
in supporting the growing
demand for afr  travel,
particularly for domestic
passengers,” he said.

Last year, the improvement
work of Delhi airports
Terminal 1 was done
Functions 4dn  T1 were
resumed from Augostl?, in
phases. A large section of
Terminal 1 roof collapsed in
the early hours of 28 June
lollowing heavy rain, leading
io the closure of the entire
terminal. One person was
killed and eight others were
injured in the accident.
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Pasaenger handling at Mangaluruairport up 17.3%

Qlll‘ Bureau
ARSI i i

Mangalum Internatiomal
Airport (MIA} handled 2257
lakh passengers during the
calendar year 2024 aguinst
19,27 lakh in 2023, register-
ing a growth of 1713 per
cent.

The numbers include
1580 fukh domestic passen-
gers (12,24 lakh), recording
growth 1933 per cent, and
£.76 lakh (6,02 lakh’) interna-
tional passengers.

The airport also recorded

its I11gh¢qr ever number of
sengers  in December
2024 ar 2.06 lakh since the
commercial operation date
of Octaber 31, 2020, The pre-
vious highest number was
202 kakh in Octobor 2024,
For the first nine months
of fimancial year 2024-25,
MIA handled a total of 17.28
lakh  passengers againat
14.8% lakh during the same
period of 2023-24. This rep-
resented a growth of 16 per
cent.
The number of domestic
travellers increased by 168
per cent at 1198 lakh (10,26

lakhj, International travel
alo saw an increase of 14.3
per cent, with 5.2 lakh (4.63
lakh) passengers.

SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE
The scheduled commercial
air raffic movements also
=aw a substantial increase.

In 2024, the airport
handled 16,416 ATMs, com-
]:Iiln.‘\ﬂ o 138600 ATM: in
2023, a growth of 1844 per
cent.

The peneral aviation
traffic grew by 6.17 per cent
in 2024 compared o 2023
with the sirport handling 340

(319 charered flights in
2024,

The ATMs for the first
nine months of 2024-25 alse
showed a growth of 16 per
cent at 12,116 ATMs during
April-December 224-25
against 10,448 ATMs in cor-
responding period of 2023-
24,

A media statement said
this impressive growth in
passenger traffic and ATMs
is m testament to MTA's con-
tinuous efforts o enhance
its infrastructure, expand
connectivity, and improve
pAsSCRger Scrvices.
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Parandur airport project protesters
arrested on the way to Chennai

—
TE Raja Simban

Chennal

Even as the Centre is consid-
ering clearing the Parandur
preenfield arport  project,
proposed as a sccond inter-
national airport for Chennai,
villagers protesting against
the project were detained on
their way o the city.

Friday marked the 900
day of protest by the locals,
led by the Parandur Green-
field Airport Project Protest

sroup and the Ekanapuram
Village Kesidents and Farm-
ers Welfare Federation, who
fear that their livelihood
would be affected by the prov
ject.

Since the greenfield air-
pert project was announced
by the State government in
August 2022, protests have
been on with a fow villagers
gathering daily in the even-

ing 1w express  their
objection.
The protests were also or-

ganised at various locations
since the project anmounce-
ment.

Federation's Secretary G
Subramanian said in a
memorandum that the pro-
ject would affect 13 villages,
including Ekanapuram, hel-

g Valathur,

Yy,
Eduiya , Madapuram
and mpmm SUT-

rotinding Parandur.

NI
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LIVELIHOOD FEARS. The proposed Parandur alFport project

spread ower 5,746 acres will impact 13 villages in the

surrocunding areas

According to the memor-
andum, there are many con-
tradictions in the data men-
tioned in the Tamil Nadu
Tndustrial Development
Corporation’s {Tidoo)  site
study, the information given
in the site permit bv the
Centre; and the statistics in
the decree and the the emvir-
orment i,

On Frpr-:F.:;. the villagers
were hcadingt:m‘urdaf: e~
nai to protest at the former
Chief Minksrer M Karunanid
hi's memorial, However,
they were arrested enroute,
accarding toa member of the
federation,

LAND ACQUISITION

The T20,000 crore project,
proposed ag a second infer-
national girport for Chennai,
spread over 5,746 acres will
impact 20 villages. In
September 2024, the State
government issued land ac-
quigition notices for a total

of 4,445 WCTER in
Ekanapuram. The airport
will have a capacity to handle
10 crore travellers annually,
and is planned to be com-
pleted before 2030,

APPROVALS IN PLACE

In August, 2024, the Centre
granted site clearance ap-
proval to Tideo, for develop
ment of the airport. Th site
clearance was granted by the
Centre based on the recom-
mendarions of the steering
commitles comprisi
resentabives &Em ﬁ\r::;]
stakeholder  Ministries Or-
ganisations including rect-
orate General of Cwvil Avi
ation (THECA) end the safety
regulator,

The exisring Chennai air-
port handles over 2 crore
rravellers annualhye. After the
ongoing modernisation
work, 1t can hindle 3.5 ¢rore
people a wear for the next
SEVET YEAFS,
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Mumbai airport will not park
private planes from 2025-end

FOR EFFICIENCY. Non-scheduled flights will be shifted to the Navi Mumbai Airport

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Charer and private aircraft
will not be allowed o purk at
Mumbai airport  starting
from the fourth quarrer of
2025,

This move 18 to lmit and
gradually shift all non-sched-
ubed flights from Mumbai to
Mavi Mumbai airport to im-
prove operational efficiency
and reduce congestion at
Mumbai airport,

Construction of a general
aviation terminal for charter
flights at Navi Mumbai air-
port is underway and is ex
pected to be completed by
4 of 2025, The Adani Group
is also conducting an e-auc-
tion for the development of
hangars at Wavi Mumbai.

“Once the facilities are
ready, existing private and
charter aireraft hangars at
Mumbai will be demolished
and the space will be used 1o
build aeronautical assets. Ex-
cept for very few exceptions,
parking will not be available
for charter plancs at the
Mumbai airport,” said Arun
Bansal, CEO of Adani Air

m—
HEAVY TRAFFIC. Mumbai

airpart sees around $70-290 Aight

movements du":,',w'l'.l:h Include 40-60 charter ﬂlghl.-\.

part Holdings Ltd.

He added that those in-
tending to operate charter
flights= to Mumbai would
have to drop off guests and
park the aircraft elsewhere,
“We expect Navi Mumbai In-
ternational Airport to be a
preferable option,” he said.

Essar, Reliance and Tara
groups  have hangars  at
Mumbai. There are two
maintenance repair  and
overhaul hangars belonging
to Air'Works and Indamer.

Relisnce did not respond
to an cmail while Tata group
declined to comment. An Es-
sar official said that the com

panyis in discussion with the
airport operator on the issue.

RUNWAY AHEAD

Bansal said an open and
transparent process is being
followed for the auction.
“We have informed all
hangar operators of our in-
tention to demolish existing
facilitica. We will discuss
with all the operators who
park their planes at Mumbai.
We will assess their require-
mEents.

Parking charges at Newvi
Mumbai airport  will be
levied as per a tariff thar
would be fixed by Alrport

Economie  Regulatory  Au-
thority,” Bansal said.

In the first phase the Novi
Mumbai airport will have
limited parking stands as
well us hangar space for non-
scheduled operators. The fa
cilities will be aogmented
based on demand.

At presemt  there  are
around 20-15 ing bavs
fiar nnn-sthndum:egmtn}*ﬁ
ut Mumbai airport in sddi-
tion to hangars,

Mumbai mirport  sees
around S70-990 Qight move
ments daily, These inclhade
40-60 charter Hights. Last
veir the Civil Aviation Min-
istry directed the airport op
erator to reduce peak hour
movements from 46 to 44
flights o ease congestion.
The capacity is even lower
when the secondary rumway
I8 inuse.

Shifting of all non-sched
uled flights to Mavi Mumbai
sirport will further reduce
fight delays.

The general aviation ter-
minal in Mumbai will be
freed up to construct an ad-
ditional taxiway. This will
help in reducing runway oc-
cupancy time, Bansal said.
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[GI Airport’s Terminal I1 to be refurbished

thil Waid
Hew Delhi

The national capital-haged
1G1 Adrport's Terminl 11 will
undergn “comprehensive re-
furbishment” 1o increase its
capacity as well as elevare
pass::ﬂg:rcx]}cricnc:.

As per the Delhi Interna-
tional Awrport Lid (DIAL},
the firm that maintaing and
operates the IGT Airport, the
refurbishment process will

modernise key areas of the
termmnal and relaved
infrastructure.

The refurbishment, DIAL
said, is a part of its commit-
ment o create o world-class
hub for travellers across In-
dia and South-east Asla

The refurbishment works
arc set to commence in FY
2025-26, and will be com-
pleted in the second quarter
of that vear.

Conscguently, Terminal TT
will undergo a temporary

shurdown for four to six
months to complete these
improvements,

DMal stated that the tem
porary closure of Terminal
11, is expected to cause min
imal disruption to opera-
tions, as the newly developed
Terminal | will absorb the ad
ditional Inad.

“The refurbishment of the
four-decade-old Terminal 11
is the need of the hour, We, at
DIAL, are committed to en-
hancing the overall passen

ger experience by upgrading
kev infrastructure and im-
prm.'in.g operational  effi-
ciency, and elevating passen-
gor comfort,” DHAL'S Chicf
Executive  Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar said.

“With the terminal’s pro
jected passenger capacity ex-
pected o Teach its peak by
FY 2025-26, these enhance
ments will be crucial in SAp-
porting the growing demand
far air travel, particularly for
domestic passengers.”
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Delhi airport to shut T2
from Aprilfor renovation

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, January 10

Delhi airport’s Terminal 2 (T2) will be
shut from April onwards for about four
to six months as its operator Delhi
International Airport Limited (DIAL) will
be refurbishing it.

“The temporary closure of Terminal
2 is expected to cause minimal disrup-
tion to operations, as the newly devel-
oped Terminal 1 will absorb the
additional load, ensuring continued
service to passengers,” the GMR Group-
led DIAL stated.

A certain part of T1 was opened in
Augustlast year, about two months after
it was closed because a section of its roof
had collapsed amid heavy rains, killing
one person while injuring several others.

The refurbishment works at T2 are
set to commence in the new fiscal year
(2025-26), and it is expected to be com-
pleted in the second quarter of the fiscal
year. “T2willundergo a temporary shut-
down for approximately 4 to 6 months
to complete these improvements,” it
mentioned.

Under the refurbishment plan, DIAL
will procure six passenger boarding
bridges for the terminal. There will be
multiple mechanical and electrical
improvements and a new high resolu-
tion flight information display system
will be deployed. DIAL will also refurbish
the airside and the apron area of the

The closure is expected to cause
minimal disruption, as T1 will
absorb the additional load

terminal.

Videh Kumar Jaipuriar, CEO, DIAL
mentioned, “The refurbishment of the
four-decade-old T2 is the need of the
hour...With the terminal’s projected pas-
senger capacity expected to reach its
peak by 2025-26, these enhancements
will be crucial in supporting the growing
demand forair travel, particularly for
domestic passengers. This initiative is a
key part of DIALs long-term strategy to
establish Delhi Airport as a leading hub
for both domestic and international
travelers.”
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Illegal taxis at Hyd airport
take passengers for a ride

EXPLOITATION

SABA ANJUM SHAIK | DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 9

Plssistigsc A USER on X' plat- | ANOTHER FREQUENT com-
Hyderabod's Rajiv Gandhi form, shared, | plaint revolves around a so-
v aj h
International  Airport “There is ascam | called ‘local mafia’ that pre-
(RGIA) are being tricked going on by this | vents app-based cabs like
and overcharged by unau- operator choiscabs | Ola and Uber from accessing
thorised taxi drivers, at the airport. | pickup locations. These driv-
ing toncerns about the  Chedup pdying | ersreportedly frighten app-
unauthorised cabs lm’m:a?dt?:i; :l‘iha'} based drivers WE;JTHENL
demanding high fares, ¥ nvirassengers about ca
taking longer routes and see many com-
Creating a stressful expe: plaints against
ri:nre._e&plpciially flitdpiahl. these guys.” @ ;I'HE NII"IEU'EH took a
major factor adding to PASSENG ong route, droppin
this issue is that many “hta\re also mm uffgwm, .
travellers do not verify the bout | body else first. It
authenticity of the cab or Lcen s o | kol ke oabv 40
driver before boarding, unauthorised cabs ik elelluron i
making them easy targets.  charging unreason- g
A user on X' platform, y high rates, | from the airport, but
shared, “There is a scam often stuffing mul- | the driver took my St 4
going on by this operatar tiple passe guest almost 1 hour .
E:hndtesﬁrlhs at the airport. into one vehicle, | and 20 minutes. r 3
T UR Ppaying more .
than what they said ini- e = SHRUTI KANNAN, - 3
tiallv 1 see many com- atraveller 1

plaints against these
guys.”

Another frequent com-
plaint revolves arcund a
so-called "local mafia” that
prevents app-based cabs
like Ola and Uber from
accessing  pickup loca-
tions. These drivers
reportedly frighten app-
based drivers while mis-
leading engers about
cab availability

“Meed to check the

the airport They are
charging almost 800 per
head and taking 34 people

at Hyderabad Airport is a
nightmare at night. There
ig a local mafia who man-

mafia-ism of local taxi
drivers. Mot allowing
Uber cabs to reach the
pickup locations. | am told
that local taxi drivers
aren't allowed inside
Drivers are roaming near
point D, openly telling the
passengers that there are
no app-based cabs and
demanding  exorbitant
prices,” shared another
user

The passengers have
also raised concerns
about unauthorised cabs
charging unreasonably
high rates, often stuffing
muliiple passengers inio
one vehicle.

A traveller on X' plat-
form spoke about how his
guest was overcharged
and harassed. "Mlegal
cabs are still operating at

per cab, A guest who did-
n't know this was illegal
used this service and dur-

ing drop off, the driver
staried demanding him to
pay T400 extra.”

The driver took a long
route, dropping off every-
body else first. It should
take only 40 minutes to
my home from the air-
port, but the driver took
my guest almost 1 hour
and 20 minutes,” said
Shruti Kanmnan.

The situation becomes
particularly concerning
at night when touts are
sald to operate openly
inside the airport premis-
o8, mmlemngﬂssem:ers
into paying [ ted rates
for unsafe and unautho-
rised rides.

Getting Ola Cabs or Uber

ages the bookings. How
come the touts enter the
premises and conduct th-
eir business?" Mohan
Rao, another nser tweet-
ed. “Unauthorised drivers
are rating touting in
the Ola zone with the sup-
port of Ola employees and
managers who are allow-
ing this activity They
accept money for these
aciions and support
them," shared Eslavath
Sudhakar, another user.

The failure of many pas-
sengers to verify cab
details before boarding is
a major reason why these
sCams are occurring.
Travelers often fall prey to
unauthorised drivers who
take advantage of their
urgency or lack of aware-
e,
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Passengers queue up at the airport. FiLE PHOTD

KIA earns ‘Large Airport’
tag after handling 40 million
passengers a year

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Kempegowda International
Airport (BLR Airport) has
surpassed the significant
milestone of welcoming over
40 million passengers in a
calendar year, solidifying its
statusasa “large airport™ un-
der the Airports Couneil In-
ternational (ACI) standards.

Passenger traffic growth
In2024, BLR Airportrecord-
ed 40.73 million passengers,
a notable increase from 37.2
million in 2023. The airport
experienced its busiest day
on October 20, 2024, with
over 1.26 lakh passengers,
while October 17 saw a peak
of 782 Air Traffic Movements
{ATMs), surpassing the an-
nual average of 723 ATMs
per day.

Expanded connectivity
International flight oper-
ations saw a 21% increase,
averaging 75 ATMs daily in
2024 compared to 62in 2023.
BLR Airportadded 11 new

domestic destinations and
four international routes,
connecting passengers to 75
domesticand 30internation-
al destinations as of Decem-
ber3l, 2024,

This growth has further
consolidated its position as
India’s third busiest airport
[or international passenger
traffic,

Cargo business
Theairport also achieved im-
pressive growth in cargo op-
crations, handling 4,96,227
metric tonnes (MT) in 2024
— a 17% increase compared
0 2023.

International eargo vol-
umes surged by 23% to
3,13,981 MT, driven by height-
ened demand for agri-per-
ishables, pharmaceuricals,
ready-made garments, and
machinery parts. Domestic
cargo volumes grew by 9% to
reach 1,82,246 MT, with the
highest single-day cargo vol-
umeof 1,884 MT recorded on
July 11,2024,
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IGIAT2
Closed for
Repairs

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Delhi
airport operator GMR-
led DIAL Friday said
that Terminal 2 (T2) at
the Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (IGIA)
will be closed for four to
six months during the
nextfinancial year.

“Therefurbishment of
the four-decade-old Ter-
minal 2 istheneed of the
hour. We, at DIAL, are
committed to enhan-
cing the overall pas-
senger experience by
upgrading key infrast-
ructure, improving ope-
rational efficiency, and
elevating passenger
comfort,” said the CEO
of DIAL, Videh Kumar
Jalpuriar.

“With the terminal's
projected passenger ca-
pacity expected toreach
its peak by FY 2025-26,
these  enhancements
will be erucial in sup-
porting the growing de-
mand for air travel, par-
ticularly for domestic
passengers. This initia-
tive is a key part of DI-
AL's long-term strategy
to establish Delhi Air-
portasaleading hub for
both domestic and in-
ternational travelers,”
he added.
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MEW DELHI

GMR Airports'
armtosell
stakein
PhilippinesJV

GMR Airports on
Thursday said one of its
subsidiaries will sell stake
in a joint venture in the
Philippines for USD 1,365
million, According to a
regulatory filing, GMR
Alrports International BW.
(GAIEY), has agreed to
divest its 50 per cent stake
in Megawide GMR
Canstruction JV to
Megawide Construction
Carporation for LU5D 1.365
rmillion.
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A man takes a walk at Kartavya Path lawns on foggy winter morning on Friday.

Dense fog envelops Delhi,

air quality nears

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Capital was in
the grip of “very dense” fog
early Friday, with visibility of
zero around 4.30am at the
Palam observatory improving
to only around 100 metres at
9am and the Safdarjung
observatory recording visibility
of 50 metres around 5.30am,
which improved to 100 metres
by 8.30am, according to the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD). Experts attributed
the fog to calm winds, which
alsoled to a sharp fall in the air
quality, to the brink of “severe”
level as the city clocked an air
quality index of 397 at 4pm,
according to the Central Pollu-
tion Control Beard (CPCB).
Fog in the morning led to a
delay of over 100 flights, but
there was no cancellation, air-
port authorities said. IMD
issued a yellow alert for Satur-
day, warning of “moderate” to
“dense” fog and light rainfall.
“Calm winds prevailed over
Delhi in the early hours of the
day, leading to a very dense to
dense fog. A moderate fog is
likely to be observed in most
places on Saturday morning as
well, with dense fog in isolated
places,” an IMD official said.
IMD classifies it as “shallow”
fog when visibility is 500 metres
10 1,000m, “moderate” fog when
visibility is 200m to 500m,
“dense” when visibilitv ranees

-

The driver of a mini truck on the Delhi-Meerut Expressway
suddenly applied brakes due to low visibility, due to which it
overturned and a cab coming from behind also rammed into it.
The incident took place around 5.30am and both drivers survived

withinjuries, authorities said.

from 50m to 200m and “very
dense” when visibility falls
below 50m.

Mercury falls
The minimum tempera-
ture in Delhi on Friday
was 6 degrees Celsius
(°C), which was around
a degree below normal
and over a degree
higher than the 4.8°C
recorded a day before.

The maximum tem-
perature, however,
recorded a sharp dip on
the day, at 17.6°C, which was
1.4°C below normal and down
from 21.2°C recorded a day
before.

Mahesh Palawat. vice presi-

AIR WE
BREATHE stations across the

SAKIBALI/HTPHOTO

dent at Skymet meteorology,
said, “Cloud cover and the blan-
ket of fog is the primary reason
for the dip in the maximum
temperature. The minimum
also saw a rise.
When there is a
layer of cloud or fog,
the heat cannot
escape at night and
vice versa during the
day.”

Other weather

city also recorded

similar tempera-
tures on the day. The Palam
station recorded a maximum of
17°C and minimum of 7.6°C,
Lodhi Road station 16.1°C and
6.4°C. and Ridee and Avanaear

RAJ K RAJ/HT PHOTO

‘severe’

stations 17.3°C and respective
minimums of 7.5°C and 7°C.

IMD has forecast light rain,
accompanied by thunder-
storms, on Saturday. “Very
light rain or drizzle is expected
to continue on Sunday morning
as well. This is due to the inter-
action of a western disturbance
and easterly winds,” the IMD
official said.

Air worsens

The 24-hour average air quality
leading until 4pm on Friday
was 397 (“very poor”), clocking
a steady rise from AQIs of 357
(“very poor”) and 297 (“poor™)
over the past two days.

As the air quality index on
Thursday worsened to the “very
poor” level, the Commission for
Air Quality Management
(CAQM) in NCR invoked Stage 3
of the Graded Response Action
Plan (Grap) to curb pollution.
Stage 3 was last invoked on Jan-
uary 3, but was revoked on Jan-
uary 5 as air quality improved.

Forecasts by the Centre’s
Early Warning System for Delhi
(EWS) have predicted Delhi’s
AQI to remain in the “very
poor” category until Saturday,
before improving to the “poor”
range on Sunday and Monday,
depending on light rain in the
city.

“The outlook for subsequent
six days is that the air quality is
likely to be in poor to very poor
category,” the EWS bulletin
gaid on Fridav evening.
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{ STATE ISSUES GR }

No animal slaughter
within 10 km of NMIA

The urban development dept has also formed a Aerodrome
Environment Management Committee headed by MD of CIDCO.

G. Mohiuddin Jeddy

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

NAVI MUMBAI: With the Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA) set to be inaugurated on
April 17, the state, through a gov-
ernment resolution (GR), has
initiated requisite safety meas-
ures for flight operations in the
project area.

As per the GR, slaughter or
flaying activities are banned in
the 10 km radius from the aero-
drome reference point. There
can be no slaughterhouses, meat
shops and depositing of garbage
or pollutants in the region.

The urban development
department has also formed a
high-level Aerodrome Environ-
ment Management Committee
{AEMC) headed by CIDCO man-
aging director and other top gov-
ernment officials to ensure
norms are followed and
reviewed constantly. The mem-
ber secretary of the committee is
the chief executive officer of
NMIA.

As per the government order,
the committee will ensure that
the provisions of Aviation Act
are adhered to. The Act prohibits

slaughter of animals, disposal of
their skins or remains, dumping
of garbage and other polluting or
hazardous substances within a
radius of 10km from the scenic
point of an airport.

“The Committee shall strictly
follow the said instructions/rules
and shall take action and meas-
ures taking into consideration
the instructions issued by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation on
environment from time to time.
It will take decisions on meas-
ures to maintain environmental
cleanliness in the area of 10to 15
km around the airport,” read the
order.

A government official said,
“The increase in undeveloped
colonies, slaughterhouses and
sewage disposal systems attracts
birds and wildlife, which in turn
increases the risk of bird/animal
strikes on aircraft. To effectively
combat such problems, the Min-
istry of Home Affairs has
directed the setting up of an
AEMC." He added that a wildlife
management team will be
appointed to prevent vultures or
other birds from getting
attracted to the region to miti-
gate bird strikes on aircraft.
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‘REFURBISHMENT OF THE FOUR-DECADE-OLD T2 IS THE NEED OF THE HOUR'

IGIA plans 4-6 month shutdown
of Terminal 2 for overhaul in ‘25

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHL: Delhi @i
poit operator DIAL on Fri-
day said the four-decade-old
Terminal 2 (T2) will be dosed
for four Lo six months in the
next financial year for refur-
bishment works that are
expected to be compléted in the
Seplember quarter.

The Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Atrport {(IGIA) in the
national Capital, which is also
the country’s busiest airport,
has three terminals -- T1, T2
and T3.

Currently, T1 and T2 are
used only for domestic lights.

The refurbishment works
of T2 are set o commence
in 2025-26 with an expected
completion date in Q2 of FY26,
Delhi International Atrport Lid
{DIAL) said in a release.

The financial year starts

‘The temporary closure of Terminol 2 is expected fo use rrlrrllrl'ul

disruption to operations’

REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

Key Points

» The Indira Gandhi Inter
national Alrport, whld'l is
also the country's busiest
airpart, has three termi-
nals — T1, T2 and T3

= Currently, T1 and T2
are usad anly for do-
muestic flights

» The refurbishment works
of T2 are sat to com-
mence in 2025-26 with
an expected completion
date in G2 of FY26,
Dial said in a release

from April 1, 2025,
“Terminal 2 will unf.lrrgﬂ
a lemporary shutdown lor
approximately 4 to 6 months to
cur.np]cll: these improvements.

“The temporary closure

of Terminal 2 is expected to
cause minimal disruption to
operations. as the newly devel-
oped Terminal | will absorb the
additional load, ens uring con-
tinued service lo passengers,”

the release said.

T2 was constructed 40 years
ago by the Alrports Autherity
of India (AAT).

“The decades-old ter-
minal will undergo signif-

icant upgrades aimed at
elevating the passenger expe-
rience and increasing the
airports capacity lo meel
future growth demands” the
release said.

DIAL CEO Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar said the refurbish-
ment of the four-decade-old
T2 is the need of the hour.

He also said the overall
passenger experience will be
enhanced by upgrading key
infrastructure, improving oper-
ational efficiency, and elevating
passenger combort.

“With the terminal’s pro-
jected  passenger capacity
expected to reach its peak by
FY 2025-26, these enhance-
ments will be crucial in sup-

orting tFruw'Lng demand
or air Lravel, particularly for
domestic passengers,” he noted.

The airport handles around
1,300 flight movements daily.
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More than 300 flights

delayed due to zero
visibility at airport

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Flight operations at
Indira Gandhi International
Airport were impacted on Fri-
day with visibility dropping to0
metre for around five hours
from 4am to 9am. Though no
flight was diverted or cancelled,
over 300 flights were delayed,
stated FlightRadar24.

Anairportofficial said, “Se-
veral flights were also impac-
ted due to weather conditions
at origin airports from where
flights came late.”

RK Jenamani, senior scien-
tist at IMD, said, “IGI Airport re-
corded dense to very dense fog
from 3.30am to9am when visibili-
ty was between 0 and 100 metres.
Zero visibility prevailed persis-
tently from4am to9am with CAT-
[IToperationsat all four runways.
The runway visibility range re-
mained within the range of 199-
250 metres at all runways.”

A passenger took to X to
complain about the “mismana-
gement” with flyers being ma-
de to wait for two hours inside
the aircraft due to dense fog.
Pratyush Rawat wrote on X,
“Boarded SG263 Delhi-Kolkata
at 6am, but still grounded after
2hrsduetodense fog. Thereare
infants and elderly onboard-
—this delay was foreseeable
and is sheer poor planning.”

In another post, he wrote,
“Why board SG263 knowing
dense fog delays were foresee-
able?  have an infant in my lap,

A Met official

said zero visibility
prevailed at IGIA
from 4am to 9am with
CAT-Ill operations

at all four runways

and this 2-hour flight has tur-
ned into a 6-hour ordeal. Wai-
ting in the lounge would’ve be-
en much more manageable.”

A SpicedJet spokesperson sa-
id, “SpiceJet flight SG263, sche-
duled to operate from Delhi to
Kolkata on Jan 10, was prepared
for an on-time departure at
6.35am. However, the sudden on-
set of fog immediately after the
boarding processled toan unavo-
idabledelay. Additionally, aflight
plan issue at the air traffic cont-
rol system resulted in the flight
not being assigned a sequence
number, and a runway change
further contributed to the delay.
All three factors were beyond the
airline’s control.” Regretting the
inconvenience, the spokesper-
son added that the flight eventu-
ally departed at 8.50am.

Officials said the airport
initiates low visibility proce-
dures — measures aimed at
makinglanding for flights easi-
er—when visibility dips below
800 metres. During this period,
CAT-I procedures are initiated
for visibility above 550 metres.
CAT-IIT A and B pilots can land
when visibility is below 275
metres and even at 50 metres.
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After T1is fully
operational,
40-yr-old T2 to
be revamped

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport’s Termi-
nal 2, constructed 40 years ago
by Airports Authority of In-
dia, willundergoa comprehen-
sive refurbishment in fiscal
2025-26, airport operator Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL)said on Friday.

T2 will be shut down tem-
porarily for four tosix months
to complete the project, but
only after Terminal 1 becomes
fully operational. “The refur-
bishment works will have an
expected completion date in
quarter two of 2025-26. The
temporary closure of Termi-
nal 2isexpected tocause mini-
mal disruption to operations
asthe newly developed Termi-
nal 1 will absorb the additio-
nal load,” DIAL stated.

The reopening of T2 will
alsodepend on how much foot-
fall the new Noida airport can
cater to, said sources.

Six passenger boarding
bridges will be brought from
South Korea, which will have
elevated ramps to assist whe-
elchair passengers, adjusted
cabins for a seamless pas-
senger experience, autono-
mous docking technology for
thefirsttime in India, side-co-
vering cushions for enhanced
safety and aesthetics, and
swing doors for operator safe-
ty and aesthetics. New hea-
ting, ventilation and air con-
ditioning systems and advan-
cedfiresafety systemswillen-
hance security and comfort
throughout the terminal.

T2 will also get modern cei-
lings and skyvlights, smart was-
hrooms, advanced flooring and
better road connectivity. Cano-
pies at the forecourt will ensu-
re a dry, comfortable experien-
ce for flyers, especially during
the monsoon. Besides the high-
resolution and improved flight
information display system,
specially designed signage will
facilitate clear communica-
tion, includingaccessibility for
persons with reduced mobility.
The airside and apron areas
will also be refurbished.

CEO Videh Kumar Jaipuri-
ar said, “With T2's projected
passenger capacity expected to
reach its peak by 2025-26, these
enhancements will be crucial
in supporting the growing de-
mand for air travel, particula-
rlyv for domestic passengers.”
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GMR Airports’ arm to
sell Philippines JV stake

MNew Delhi: GMR Airports said
ane of its subsidiaries will sell
stake in a joint venture in the
Philippines for $L4 million,
MGCIV was engaged in execution
of the engineering, procurement,
and construction works of Clark
Airport in the Philippines. “After
completion of the EPC warks of
Clark Airport in 2020, MGCIV has
not been carrying any
operations,” a filing said. acencies
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With over 40m flyers
in 2024, KIA enters

‘larger airport’ club

Nithya.Mandyam

@timesofindia.com

Bengalurn: Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
achieved a new milestone by
clocking a footfall of 40.7
million passengers in 2024,
marking a 9.5% increase in
passenger traffic compared
to the previous year,

With this, KIA has met
the Airports Council Inter-
national's parameters for it
to be placed on the list of the
world’s “larger airports”,

In 2023, the Bengaluru
airport had recorded 37.2
million passengers.

Referring to the increase
in passenger traffic, Bangalo-
re International Airport Li-
mited (BIAL) said in a state-
ment;: “This growth was
complemented by a gignifi-
cant surge in daily air traffic
movements (ATMs) and the
launch of several new domes-

L2L PAX ON OCT 20

40 ? | Flyers used
L 1M Bluru airport
in 2024. It was 37.2m in 2023
1 2 L; Record single-day
. passenger count at
KIA on Oct 20 last year
723| Daily average air
traffic movements —
landing and Elltrng off

ticand international routes.”

The highest single-day
passenger count at the air-
port was during the festive
season on Oct 20, 2024, when
over 1.2 lakh passengers pas-
ged through KIA, The avera-
ge ATMs per day is 723.

» Added new routes,P 4

KIA added Il new domestic
and 4 1nt 'l routes in 2024

- Continued from page 1

g\mg!ﬂ day record for landings
and take-offs was clocked on
Oct17, with 782 ATMs,

The achievements of 2024
solidify Bengaluru's reputa-
tion as a vital pateway for
South and Central India, set-
ting the stage for continued
growth and leadership in the
aviation industry. An official
said: “It underscores our com-
mitment to fostering connec-
tivity, operational excellence,
and providing an unmatched
passEnger experience.”

Connectivity expanded sig-
nificantly during the yvear, with
11 new domestic and four inter-
national routes added to the air-
port's repertoire, bringing the
total destinations served by KIA
to 75 domestic and 30 interna-
tional by the end of 2024,

The airport welcomed new
airline partners such as Virgin
Atlantic, Salam Air, Manta Air
and Fly9l. Domestic carrier In-
digoalone introduced 46 weelkly
international departures, con-
tributingtoal.l% growthinin-
ternational passenger traffic.

Airlines also increased their
seat capacity, adding more than
3,700 daily seats between the LA-
TA Summer 2024 and Winter
2024 seasons. Popular interna-
tional destinations included
Dubal, Singapore, Abu Dhabi,
Doha, and London Heathrow,
while domestic travellers fre-
quently flew to Dethi, Mumbai,
Kolkata, Hvderahad, and Pune.

Cargo operations also saw
growth during 2024, with
4,96,227 metric tonnes (MT) of
cargo handled in 2024 - a17% in-
crease over 2023, International
cargo volumes grew by Z3% to
313,981 MT. On July 11, 2024, the

. UPWARD TREND

# 4,96,227 TONNES Total cargo
| processed by KIA, marking a 17%

increase, compared to 2023
12 FREIGHTER AIRLINES

M Operate airport’s cargo
o network on domestic and
iy international routes

10.8 MILLION Rase stems,

d totalling 411 tonnes, were processed

by KIA. Consignments sent mostly
to Europe and Gulf countries

airport recorded its highest sin-
gle-day cargo volume at 1,884
MT. Key drivers included per-
ishables, pharmaceuticals, en-
gineering goods, and e-com-
merce shipments. KIA main-
tained its position as India’s
leading airport for perishahle
exports for the fourth yearn
handling 63,188 MT in 2023-24,
which accounted for 28% of the
country's and 44% of South In-
dia’s total perishableair cargo.

A KIA spokesperson said:
“We are poised for sustained
growth, both as a key player in
global &ir travel and as a major
hub for trade and logistics.”
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SpiceJet to bring back into

service 10 more aircraft

[ ——
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

Budget airline SpiceJet plans
to bring back 10 aircraft, in-
cluding four Boeing 737
MAX planes, into service by
mid-April 2025 to further its
network and operational
capabilities, according to the
airline.

NEW ADDITIONS
This initiative will signific-
antly increase the current
fleet size of 28 aircraft even
as some aircraft are rede-
livered to lessors during the
same period, the airline said
inastatement on Friday.
Since  October 2024,
SpiceJet has added 10 planes
to its fleet, comprising three
previously grounded aircraft
brought back into service
and seven inducted on lease.
Over the past three
months, Spicelet’s network
expansion strategy has resul-
ted in the addition of more
than 60 new flights.

GROWTH PATH

“Our plan to bring 10 aircraft
back into service by mid-
April is a reflection of Spice-
Jet’s unwavering commit-
ment to its growth and oper-
ational excellence,” Ajay
Singh, Chairman and Man-
aging Director, Spicelet said
in the statement.

“Spicelet is on a strong
path to recovery and growth,
and we remain focused on
providing reliable and af-
fordable air travel to millions
of Indians.”

Last month, Spicelet
signed an agreement with
StandardAero Inc, a leading
US-based engine MRO, for

Spicejet’s
network
expansion
strategy has
resulted in the
addition of more
than 60 new flights

the restoration of its groun-
ded MAX fleet.

This agreement, the air-
line said followed successful
partnerships with CFM In-
ternational, Inc, the OEM
(original equipment manu-
facturer) for LEAP-1B en-
gines, and a key lessor, pav-
ing the way for the
un-grounding and return to
service of three Boeing 737
MAX aircraft.

In the past two months,
SpiceJet has resolved dis-
putes with several major
lessors and partners, includ-
ing Export Development
Canada, Engine Lease Fin-
ance Corporation, Babcock
& Brown Aircraft Manage-
ment, Aircastle (Ireland),
Wilmington Trust SP Ser-
vices (Dublin) Ltd, Shannon
Engine Support Ltd among
others demonstrating its
commitment to operational
stability and growth.
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Akasa Air pilots seek probe
into hiring practices

A section of Akasa Air pilots has written to
the civil aviation ministry seeking a probe
into the airline’s hiring practices, alleging
rostering issues and other lapses. These
pilots have claimed that some operating
crew do not report to work on time and
there are issues with reporting of on-time
performance. On Thursday, the section of
the pilots sent an e-mail to Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu, Civil Aviation
Secretary, and Director General of Civil
Aviation. In the e-mail, they have sought an
investigation into the airline’s hiring prac-
tices, claiming that hiring was being done
at the whims of a chosen few. PTl
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Oman Air keeps passengers wait onboard for 3 hrs

SABA ANJUM SHAIK | DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 9

Passengers onboard
Oman Alr flight WY 232
at the Shamshabad air-
port faced severe incon-
venience after being kept
waiting in the aircraft for
over three hours, without
water or air conditioning,
and then deboarded after
a long delay.

Families with young

children and elderly pas-
sengers reportedly faced
distressing conditions
with no help from the air
lines to offboard them
during the delax

The situation got worse
when passengers were
finally asked to deboard,
only to be stuck in buses
that were meant to take
them to the terminal for
another hour Videos
shared on social media

» AFTER A wait of four
hours, passengers were
moved to the waiting
area at RGI airport, but
by 10 pm, there was still
no information about an
alternative flight that
was arranged for them.

revealed that the pilot
informed passengers that
the aircraft was “not tech-

nically fit to fly"

“We were told the flight
was not technically fit to
fly, and yet we were kept
waiting for hours without
any clear explanation,” a
passenger shared

“Families with young
children and elderly pas-
sengers were struggling,
and there was no support
from the airline. We were
given mno information
about what was going on

or when we would be
taken off the plane.” a
passenger described.

"We've been waiting
here for three hours with
no access to the waiting
room. Families with
small children are strug-
gling,” one passenger
shared

“The airline’s failure to
provide communication
or basic amenities is
deeply disappointing,”

shared another passen-

ger.

i Qg . sub-inspec-
tor A police station,
said that the flight was
delayed and cancelled
because of the technical
glitch.

After a long wail, pas-
sengers were moved to
the waiting area, but by
10 pm, there was still no
information about an
alternative flight.
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Spice]et set to bring 10
planes back to service

amid dip in operations

® The return of
these planes will
boost the carrier’s
fleet to 38 aircraft

MNITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, January 10

FINANCIALLY TROUBLED
LOW-COST carrier Spicefet on
Friday saiditplans tobringback
10 of its grounded aircraft to
service by mid-April 2025, The
move aims to expand the air-
line's fleet to 38 aircraft, up
from its current size of 28.The
new additions will include four
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft while
the remaining units will be
sourced from the airline’s fleet
of Boeing 737s and Q-400s.

The announcement comes
ata critical time for Spicejet, as
its operational performance
hasseena decline.According to
data from the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
the airline's total number of
departures dropped 30% to
4,408 in November 2024, com-
pared to 6,311 in January
2024, Passenger numbers also
plummeted 38% to 576,143
in November 2024, as against
930,4951in January 2024,

This is another effort by the
Gurugram-headquartered air-
line to recover from aseries of
operational challenges. The air-
line had earlier raised ¥3,000
crore through a Qualified Insti-
tutional Placement (QIP) to bol-
sterits financial position. Since
October 2024, Spicelet has
already added 10 aircraft, com-
prising three previously
grounded planes and seven
leased units, the company said.

RECOVERY ROAD

M The airline's total number
of departures dropped 30%
to 4,408 in Nov 2024 from
6,311in Jan 2024

M Passenger numbers also
plummeted 38% to
576,143 in Nov 2024

B The grounding of
aircraft has been a
big factorin the
fallin operations

Ajay Singh, chairman and
managing director of Spicefet,
expressed confidence in the air-
line’s recovery, stating, " Spicefet
is on a strong path to recovery
and growth, and we remain
focused on providing reliable
and affordable air travel to mil-
lions of Indians”. The airline did
notrespond toFE's queryon how
itwill decide to bringback which
aircrattto service, till the time of
going tothe press.

The groundingofaircrafthas
been a major factor behind the
decline in the airline’s opera-
tions. Evenwith the addition of
10 aircraft, 53 of its planeswill
remain grounded. Spiceet’s
website lists afleetsizeof 91 air-
craft, highlighting the signifi-
cant gap between its current
operational fleet and total air-
craft atitsdisposal.

Despite the challenges, the
airlinereportedatotalof 51,558
departuresand more than7 mil-
lion passengers carried in the
first 11 monthsof 2024,

In recent months, Spicefet
hasalsosigned agreementswith
Maintenance, Repair, and Over-
haul (MRO) providers and
resolved disputes with several

NANCIAL EXPRESS Sa:-zf. 1 january 2025

READTOD LEAD

AJAY SINGH,
CMD, BPICEIET

Spicefetisona
strong path to
recovery, and
we remain
focused on
providing reli-
able and
affordable

air travel

majorlessorsand partners.

The low-cost carrier has
recently signed an agreement
with US-based engine MRO
provider StandardAero, which
will assistin the restoration of
theairline’s grounded MAXfleet
It has also resolved disputes with
several major lessors and part-
ners,including Export Develop-
ment Canada, Engine Lease
FinanceCorporation, Babcock &
Brown Aircraft Management,
Aircastle (Ireland), Wilmington
TrustSP Services(Dublin), Shan-
non Engine Support, among
others demonstrating its com-
mitmenttooperational stability
andgrowth.

Inaddition,Spicejethas part-
nered with CFM International,
the manufacturer of LEAP-1B
engines and a key lessor to sup-
port thereturnot its Boeing 737
MAX aircraft to service.

While the airline's
announcement was initially
met with optimism, Spicefet’s
stock experienced a steep
decline in Friday's trading ses-
sion.The share price dropped by
6.95 00, hitting an intraday low
of ¥49, and closed the day
5.70% lowerat ¥49.60.

o)

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76599173 [
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Return to pre-Covid
delivery highs within
reach, says An’hus

AIRBUS EXPECTS TO return {1a]
delivery levels Ia st sean hEF re
the pandemic in the
"foreseeable future™ as the
planemaker pressas its
advantage against a weakened
rival Boeing and benefits fram
surging aircraft demand The
planemaker handed over 744
Jets in 2024, it sad late on
Thursday.
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Unbundling returns: Where
will low-fare airlines stop?

elaborate. A report utled The Sky's

the Limie. by a United Seates (US)
Senare sub-commiree on the alrine ndus-
uy's practice of “unbundling” — as many
charges as possible ln & way that these
ancillary fees have become a eritical reve-
nug stresm —criticises carriers for levying
new charges besides ticket price. Be it seat
preference, food, water, or check-in bag-
page. extra charges are being levied for vir-
tually anything.

This strategy, known as unbundling, has

1o almost every alriine. The so-called
ancillary fees have becomse a vital revenue
strenm. According to the repornt. unbun-
dling has “insldiously raised the cost of fly-
ing" for consumers. forcing them to pay to
be seated next w their miner children or
have carry-on luggage.

The report argues that US-based airlines
like United, Del, Spirit, Fronter and
American Alrlines have gensrated billlons
of dollars in revenue from ancillary fees
while rravellers confront increasingly com-
plex fees, with fewer options for
avolding them, obscuring the wtal

he low-[are revolution is now com-
I Ing 1o bite the abriine market Let me

the five alriines collectively earned
$12.4 blllion in revenue from seat

years back. This has not gone down very
well with passengers who have alleged that
this is tantamount to Meecing,

Equally galling |s the strategy of combin-
ing the sale of food and beverage (tems on
board. On an IndiGe fight soon after the
practice started, | was wodd [ had w pay fora
anack that | did not want when | asked w
by o Sprite. This smoonts to complete
coerclon.

1 learnt from alrline insiders that such
mieasures are belng looked upon as new rev-
enue strategles that are delivering good
results. Ancillary revenues forairlines such
o8 IndiGo have been steadily rising - ies
ancillary revenues have grown ot a faster
clip than its passenger ticker revenues. In
2023-24, ancillary revenues grew hy 21%
year-on-vear, reaching a sizable FATS
crore, and sccounted for L6% of wial reve-
nue. Since Indla has no regulator, or rather,
has only an inadequately equipped safety
regulator, airlines are getting away with
newer anid more innavative charges.

The nirlines argue that unbundling s
belng done in good Eaith, with the Inention

of offering the lowest possible fane
1o those who are (ndifferent or do

ney. 50, If 3 passenger doesn't care

cost of ravel. The report says that \e not need any extras on thelr jour-

charges between 2008 and 2023

which seat he or she ends up siming
onand Is indifferent ro all the other

and thar, In 3023, United earned Anjuli small comfiorts on offer, he should
503 billton, more than the $1.2 bil- Bhargava ey a lower amount than thise who

lion it earned from carry-on bag-
gage fegs.

It s well known that low-fare
airlines in Indin, oo, have increasingly plled
on similar ancillary chorges on fliers.

Muost recenitly, there was an uproar when
alrlines started charging for seat selection
when one checks in through the web. Ear-
lier, only seats that had extra space —such
a4 the first row or emergency — were
chargeabde, bar of late, IndiGno, and the oth-
ers following irs lead, have started charging
F450 and above for any alsle or window seat
an the aireraft. leaving only middbe seats to
be asslgned freely. In several cases, families
with young children are told they will have
to pay extra vo be seated wgether — some-
thing that was taken for granted just same

Be ltseat preference, food, water, or check-
In baggape, extra charges are being levied
for virmally anything. HTFROTD

sopk these frills.
This strategy |5 not samething
new In the sector. As far back as.
2005-06, low-fare girlines in India had
stared charging for water served on fighis,
by nffering smeall mineral water bottles. This
led to a masslve uproar ameng fliers in
Indla, and the Directorate General of Clvil
Ayviation (the safety regulatory) mondated
that all airlines must serve water for free on
flights (now served in papor cups that barely
hold a single gulpof water ). In 200506, air-
lines had also started levying a charge for
wheelchalr assistance, which was rescinded
after the safety regulntor intervened.

The question thatarises |s where the ling
15 10 be drawn on such practices. Although
not yer a practice in [ndiz, many low-fare
airfiines around the world charge for
checked-in baggage and every extra kilo is
chargeable. If the airlines charge for every
extra kilo carrled on board, why shouldn'ta
passenger’s body welght be aken Inwo
srrourd? [ can argue that the passenger sit-
ting on thee seat next 10 me welghs at leass 15
kilograms more than me and should pay
accordingly.

Ler me end by reminding readers of the
storm Ryanalr chief executive officer Mich-
sl (' Leary kicked up some years aga, inhis
characteristically flamboyant style. Leary
had said that he was considering charging
passengers for the use of lavatories on his
planes {pay-for-pee. as it was crassly
ermed) and elaborated in some detail on
why he thinks it would be justified. Faced
with loud protests, this did not come 1o pass
then, but indusoy oheervers argue that the
way things nre going, Leary might have been
presclent. With alrlines in India and glo-
bally looldng to squeeze any revenue they
can out of a growing yet volceless and hap-
less cohort, this rdiculoes-sounding doy
may be closer than we think.

Anpult Biargeva writes aboet governaner,
fmfrustructiere and the social secror.
The wiews exprezsed are personal
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SPICEJET TO FLY 10 GROUNDED AIRCRAFT
INCLUDING 4 B737 MAX BY MID-APRIL

MUMBAI: Domestic carrier Spicelet on Friday an-
nounced plans to bring back inte operations 10 of its
grounded aireraft, including four Boeing B737 Max,
by mid-April. The airline said it has added 10 planes
to its fleet since October 2024 — three grounded
alreraft that were brought back inte service and
seven Inducted on lease. The move comes close on
the heels of Spicelat signing a pact with US-based
engine MRO StandardAero Inc last month for the
restoration of its grounded MAX fleet.

SECTION OF AKASA AIR PILOTS FLAGS
HIRING, ROSTERING ISSUES, SEEKS PROBE

MUMBAI: A section of Akasa Air pilots has written

to the Civil Aviation Ministry seeking a probe into the
airline’s hiring practices, alleging rostering issues and
other lapses. Among others, these pilots have claimed
that some aperating erew do not repart to work an
fime and claimed that there are issues with reporting
of On-Time Performance. On Thursday, the section

of the pilots sent an e-mail to Civil Aviation Minister
K Rammohan Maidu, Civil Aviation Secretary, and
Director General of Civil Aviation, flagging various
issues at the girline.
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Spicelet toadd 10
aircraft by April 2025

MWy Delhi; Spicelet waid on

Friday It will unground 10 akrcrafft
ty mid-Aprd 2025 to strengthen

its nestwork and opera tonal
capabilities. These wil include

foue Bosving 737 MA X planes. This
initiative will increase the arline’s
current fleet sie of 28 aircaft ENS
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SpiceJet to fly 10 grounded

aircraft by mid-April

PTI B MUMBAI

omestic carrier Spicefet
on Friday announced

plans to bring back into
operations 10 of its grounded
aircraft, including four Boeing
B737 Max, by mid-April
The airline said it has added
10 planes to its fleet since
October 2024 --  three

ounded aircraft that were
E:uughi back into service and
seven inducted on lease.
"I-[.'h:: I'.I'Ht:l'l't comes close on the
eels of Splcefet sipning a pact
with US-}-l;a:.u.i tll'?’nlng h?ﬁt’)
StandardAero Inc last month
for the restoration of its
grounded MAX fleet.
Spicelet has 28 aircrafl, of the
total 62 in the feet, in
operations, comprising 20
B737, six De Hawvilland
Canada DHC-8 Dash & and
two Adrbus A3X0, as on
January 10 as per flight
tracking website
planespotter. Com. )
The remaining 34 aircraft -- 16
B737s and 18 De Havilland
Canada DHC-8 Dash 8 — are
on the ground due to various
reasons, as per the website.
The return of 10 grounded

atreraft back into operations
will help the airline
significantly increase  ils
currenl fleet of 28 airerafi,
even as some of these planes
are redelivered to lessors
during the same period,
Spicefet said.

Over the past three months,
Spicefet  said il network
expansion  strategy  has
resulled in the addition of
more than 60 new [ights,
further enhancing
connectivity and  service
oplions for ils passengers.
This pact with StandardAero
Inc followed successful
partnerships  with CFM
International, Inc, the OEM
for LEAP-1B engines, and a
key lessor, paving the way for
the un-grounding and return
to service af three Boeing 737

MAX aircraft, Spicefet said.
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Flights rescheduled
anticipating poor
visibility on Bhogi

Tinmes News NETWORK

Chennai: Anticipating poor
visibility on the day of Bhogi
celebrations due to burning of
waste and tyres, airlines have
rescheduled arrival and de-
parture of theirearty morning
flights at Chennai airport on
Jan 13,

Sources said Oman Air,
Etihad, Air Asia and a few
other international carriers
have rescheduled their early
morning flights.

Air Asia, which operates
Nights between Chennai and
Kuala Lumpur, has reschedu-
led it= flights for three days un-
tilJan 15, Theflight from Kuala
Lumpur;, originally scheduled
to land in Chennat at 7.25 am,
has been rescheduled to land
at 9.35am. The fight, which
was scheduled to depart at
8.058am, will depart at 10.15am
on those three davs. An Air
Asia spokesperson said this
was to avoid difficulty in lan-
ding at Chennai airport in
smogeonditions,

Alrport authorities said
that fMights petting diverted
and delayed on Bhogi due to
smog impeding visibility for
pilots is a regular phenome-
nan, despite efforts to create
awareness in the surrmunding
areas not toburn waste,

File Phatn

E‘ 4

DESPITE WARNIN

C Mohan, aretired airlines
official, said the menace of
burning waste near the air-
port had decreased signifi-
cantly due to measures under-
taken by respective civie cor-
porations and police. However,
an airport source said airlines
not having aceredited pilots to
operate under poor visibility
conditions was also a reason
for rescheduling the flights.
*There are only a few pilots
who can operate under visibi-
lity conditions of less than
400m. So, airlines, trying to hi-
de thelr shortcomings, put the
blame on afrport authorities,”
added the source.
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