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IndiGo plane lands at Noida Airport
in first flight validation test

PHOTO: PTI

The upcoming Noida International
Airport(NIA) atJewarin Gautam
Buddha Nagaron Monday announced
the “successful” completion of its
validation flight, a crucial step in the
process of acquiring aerodrome
licence. The validation flight was
conducted by an IndiGo A320

passenger aircraftin the presence of
civil aviation minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu.

Theflight verified the airport's
approach procedures, confirming the
accuracy and functionality of its
navigational aids and air traffic control
systems, itsaid, adding, it

demonstrates theairport's adherence
tothe stringentsafetyand operational
standards required forcommercial
operations. Followingthe validation
flight, NIAwill finalise the required
documentation foraerodrome
certification and submititto the DGCA,
itsaid. PTI
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Noida International Airport
completes validation flight

The National Capital Region's (NCR) second
airport, the Moida International Airport,
successfully completed its validarion Bight on
Mondav for testing navigational aids and air
traffic control systems, An Airbus A320 aircraft of
IndiGo was used for the validaton fight,
Monday's flight followed the calibration of the
instrument landing system that helps an aircraft
o land in poor visibility as well as precision
approach path indicator that provides visoal
descent guidance information during final
approach to the runway,
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Air India places order for
100 more Airbus jets

Rohlt Vaid
MNew Delhi

Air India on Monday con-
firmed that it has placed an
order for another 100 Airbus
aircraft. This is in addition to
the order for 470 aircraft
placed with Airbus and Boe-
ing last year.

As per the airline, the new
order comprises 10 wide
body A350s and 90 narrow
body A320 family of aircraft,
including A321neos.

AIRBUS A350

Air India is the first Indian
airline to operate the Airbus
A350 and offers non-stop
services from Delhi to Lon-
don and New York. Mean-
while, the A320 familyfleet is
the backbone of Air India’s
domestic and short-haul op-
erations. Besides, the latest
order takes the total number
of aircraft that Air India
ordered with Airbus in 2023
from 250 aircraft, compris-
ing 40 A350 and 210 A320
family aircraft, to 350.

Air India announced that
ithas selected Airbus’ “Flight
Hour Services-Component”
(FHS-C) to support the
maintenance requirements
of its growing A350 fleet.

According to the airline,
the new materials and main-
tenance contract will help
Air India to optimise the reli-
ability and performance of
its A350 fleet, with compre-
hensive engineering services

and integrated component
services, including on-site
stock at Delhi provided by
Airbus.

LATEST ORDER

Tata Sons and Air India
Chairman Natarajan
Chandrasekaran said, “With
India’s passenger growth
outpacing the rest of the
world, its significantly im-
proving infrastructure, and
an aspirational young popu-
lation increasingly going
global, we see a clear case for
Air India to expand its future
fleet beyond the firm orders
of the 470 aircraft placed last
year. These additional 100
Airbus aircraft will help to
position Air India on the
path to greater growth and
contribute to our mission of
building Air India into a
world-class airline that con-
nects India to every corner of
the world.”

On the aircraft manufac-
turer’s part, Airbus CEO
Guillaume Faury said, “Hav-
ing personally witnessed the
formidable growth of the In-
dian aviation sector in recent
months, I am glad to see Air
India renew its trust in Air-
bus with this additional or-
der for both our A320 family
and A350 aircraft.

“Through this continued
partnership, we are commit-
ted to supporting the success
of Air India’s “Vihaan.AI”
transformation plan under
Tata’s vision and
leadership.”
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Mahindrato

notuse ‘6¢e’
till disposal
of IndiGo suit

BHAVINI MISHRA
New Delhi, 9 December

Mahindra Electric Automobile Ltd told the
Delhi High Court (HC) on Monday that it would
not use the “6E” trademark for its upcoming
electric car model until the trademark infringe-
ment lawsuit filed by IndiGo is decided.

Mahindra said it would be rebranding the
model from ‘BE 6e’ to ‘BE 6’ but planned to
contest IndiGo’s claims in court. Meanwhile,
IndiGo told the court that it would not pursue
an injunction
against the auto-
maker.

The matter
will now be
heard in April
2025.

IndiGo had
taken Mahindra
Electric
Automobile to
the HC for
infringement of
its trademark
“6e” in the
latter’s new elec-
tric car
“Mahindra BE
6e”, which is
expected to hit
Indian roads in
February 2025.

The dispute
arose when the
registrar of trademarks on November 25
accepted Mahindra Electric’s request
to register the “BE 6e” mark in Class 12.

Under trademark laws, there are a
total of 45 classes of trademarks, with Classes
1-34 pertaining to products and Classes 35-45
relating to services.

IndiGo operates under callsign “6e”,
which is also a key identifier of its branding.
In aviation, a callsign is a group of letters and
numbers used to identify an aircraft or
aviator in air-ground communications
(in this case, 6e).

The “6e” brand also offers a wide range of
services to its passengers, such as seat selec-
tion, priority check-in, complimentary snacks,
and the ability to flexibly reschedule and can-
celjourney. In addition, “6e” add-ons also offer
options for extra baggage, pre-booked meals,
and lounge access.

Mahindra group's
electric passenger
vehicle company
has told the

Delhi HC that

it would be
rebranding electric
car model from

'‘BE 6e' to '‘BE 6’
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Airlines in India reported 809
false bomb threats in 5 years

Airlinesin India have reported 809 hoax bomb threats in the last
five years, with 719 in 2024 alone, as per data tabled in Parliament.
“Bureau of Civil Aviation Security has information of a total of 809
hoax bomb threats received by airines since 2020," Minister of
State for Civil Aviation Murlidhar Mohol said in awritten replyto
the Rajya Sabha on Monday. In 2024, 719 hoax bomb threat
messages have been reported by the airlines. PTI
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A-Iplaces order with
Airbus for100 aircraft

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 9 December

Tata-run Air India Group on
Monday stated that it has
placed an order for 100
planes — 90 narrowbody
A320 family aircraft and 10
widebody A350 aircraft —
with European aircraft
manufacturer Airbus.

This is in addition to the
order for 470 planes thatthe
group had placed last year.

In February 2023, Air
India placed the world’s sec-
ond-largest aircraft order —
250 planes with Airbus and
220 with Boeing,.

At the time, the airline’s
chief commercial and
transformation officer
Nipun Aggarwal revealed
that the airline had secured
“options” to expand the
order by an additional 370
planes. This brought the

total potential orders to 840
planes, with 470 firm orders
and 370 as options.

The airline has now exer-
cised some of its Airbus
options, Natarajan
Chandrasekaran, chairman,
TataSons and Air India,
said in a statement.

He said, “With
India’s passenger
growth outpacing
the rest of the
world, its signifi-
cantly improving
infrastructure and
an aspirational young
population increasingly
going global, we see a clear
case for Air India to expand
its future fleet beyond the
firm orders of the 470 air-
craft placed last year.”

“These additional 100
Airbus aircraft will help to
position Air India on the
path to greater growth and

contribute to our mission of
building Air India into a
world-class airline thatcon-
nects India to every corner
of the world,” he added.

In a statement, the Air
India Group stated: “With

the order for 100

additional air-

craft, Air India

currently has

a total of 344

—  new aircraft

L coming from

Airbus, having

received six

A350s so far. Air

India, in 2023, had also

placed orders for 220 wide-

body and narrow-body air-

craft with Boeing, of which

185 aircraft remain to be
delivered.”

Full-service carrier Air
India and its low-cost airline
subsidiary Air India Express
currently have a fleet of

about 210 and 90 planes,
respectively.

Air India chief executive
officer (CEO) & managing
director (MD) Campbell
Wilson had told reporters
last month that the fleet size
of Air India Group is
expected to increase from
300 to about 400 by 2027.

On Monday, the group
said it has signed a “Flight
Hour Services-Component”
contract with Airbus to pro-
vide on-side stock in Delhi
and support the mainte-
nance requirements of its
growing fleet of A350 planes.

Air India’s expansion is
coming at a time when
Airbus has been forced to cut
annual production targets
due to supply chain issues.

Owing to shortage of
engines and other compo-
nents, Airbus had in June
reduced its 2024 delivery
target from about 800 to
770 airplanes. Moreover,
the company had in June
postponed its goal of pro-
ducing 75 narrow-body air-
craft per month from 2026
10 2027.
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Al to add 100 Airbus planes

Jagriti Chandra and 90 narrow-body A320
WEW DELHI family of aircraft. Al didn’t

disclose the delivery time-
Alr India (Ald confirmed it line. The aircralt ave in ad-
placed an order to buy 100 dition to orders for 470 air-
more Aithus aircraft, in- craft Al placed with Airhus
cluding 100 widebody AZ500  and Boeing last year,
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