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AAl OBSERVES VIGILANCE
AWARENESS WEEK 2024

Alrpors Authonty of iIndia cbserved Vigllance
Awareness week 202 from 28 Octoberto 3
Noavember with the theme “Culkure of
Integrity for Nation's Prosperity” across al its
alrpons and establishments. integrity Redge
was administered by Dr. H Srinlvas, Member
{HR| to senlor officers of the organisationin
an event held on 28 October 2024 at AAICor
porate Headquarter, Rajv Gandnl Bhawan
Sarganung Alrport, New Deinl
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Terminal 2 of Bengaluru

airport gets 4,000 sqft

hydroponic

NT Correspondent
BENGA LURL

Many trips to nurseries
in Bengaluru as well as
the field trips to Western
Ghats vielded him about
153 species of native plants
to grow on the 30-feet-high,
160-feet-wide (2 walls each
of 80 feet) installation called
“Tiger Wings' aka ‘Patrick
Wall' at the Terminal
2 of the Kempegowda
International Airport, said
Patrick Blanc, a globally

renowned botanist  on
Thursday.
The botanist is

affiliated with the French

National  Centre  for
Scientific Research.
According to  him,

India, where he has been
doing vertical garden
projects for about 20
vears now, usually offers
10 to 15 species to work
with. "It's a pity that we
have to choose from
plants grown in tropical
America, Africa and
Southeast Asia. There is
a need to nurture Indian
species thatcan be grown
in vertical gardens here,
not many propagate
them,” Blane told PTL

In total, “Tiger Wings'
span4,000square feetand
are home to over 15000
plants across 153 species,
added Hari  Marar,

green wall

bl

Managing Director &
CEQ of the BIAL, who
had inaugurated the wall
in the presence of Elanc
on Thursday., "l am not
an expert on plants, but
Patrick has promised
that in three months
when these 15,000 plants
bloom, they'll resemble a
stretched out tiger an the
wall," Marar told PTL

Explaining the process
of creating the wall,
Blanc saidghe has used
specialised felt layers
to create the soilless
hvdroponic wall garden.

"Felt layers create
an environment where
plants  thrive”  said
Blane, adding that the
Bengaluruairport project
is his biggest one in India
so far.

Incidentally, Blanc has
created a green wall at
the Changi airport in
Singapore too. The soilless
system used in the ‘Tiger
Wing'isdifferent from the
ones being adapted in the
bell-shaped plant holders
and beils (three-tiered
plant holders that is a
nod to traditional storage
system of vegetable and
fruits), both of which
hang from the ceiling,
green islands as well as
the other walls that run
around the various nooks
and corners.
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PM: Airport to come up
alongside Vadhavan port

Mumbai: An airport will come up alongside Vadhavan port.
Attheelectionrally in Dhule, PM Modi declared that once the
poll code of conduct islifted and Mahayutigovtisswornin, he
would sit with state leaders and see how it could be done. “The
country’s biggest port is coming up in Maharashtra. The big
infra projectsare creating new opportunities, When the issue
was raised by Devendra Fadnavis at Vadhvan port bhoomi
function, saying vou are doing so much, investing thousands
of crores, make an airport too. That day I kept quiet, but as
soon as code of conduct ends and the Mahayuti govt swearing
in is completed, I will sit with the Maharashtra govt and see
how Devendraji's wish is fulfilled.” In a post on X, Fadnavis
said, “At the bhoomipujan for the Vadhvan port... Imade a re-
quest for an airport. Today, PM Narendra Modi in Dhule gave
a very clear assurance that it will be fulfilled. This new air-
port at Palghar will give a boost to Mumbai, MMR, and Maha-
racshtra's economy ™ he<gaid -Clara Lewis
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Air India Express targets a 50% jump
in passenger traffic by FY25 end

SPREADING WINGS. Chief Executive Aloke Singh says focus will be on growing presence in Tier-li/lll markets

—
Rohit Vaid
Nea Delhi

The Tara Group-promaoted low-
cost carrier Ar India Express sims
o grow passenger trafic by over 50
per cent in FY25 aver the provious
fiscal vear on the back of new
roaites, a larger fleet and operations
o new destinations,

Accordingly, the airline hopes o
ferry 2.4 million passengers per
munth by the end of FY25 from 1.6
million passengers as at the end of
FY24.Air India Express’ Chief Ex-
coutive Aloke Singh said that the
airline will focus on growing its
presence in Tier-11 and 111 markets,

“Thr majority of traffic in India
18 on the metre O non-metro
routes,” Singh sakd ar the airline's
headquarters located in the Na-
tivnal Capitel Region.,

I'o achieve this growth, the air
fine plans to operate over 110 air-

FLYING HIGH. The airline hopes to ferry 2.4 million passengers per month
by the end of F¥25 from 1.6 million passengers as at the end of FY24 e

craft by the end of the financial
year. As of now, Air India Express’
flest size stands ar 91,

The airline will reccive brand
new 737s frum Boeing and some
old Airbus A320s from its parent,
Air Tndia,

INCREASING FREQUENCIES

Besides, Air India Express plans to
increase flight frequencies to Tier
IT and TT7 citics, aiming to reach 55
stations in FY25 from 45 in FY24. 1t
currently operates from/toe 47 st
tions. “We will have slightly mare

capacity an the domestic routes
from the international segment. Tt
will be 55 per vent capacity on the
domestic segment versus 45 per
cent on the international scg-
ment,” Singh said.

TOADD 10 STATIONS

The airline is expected o add an
other 10 stations by the end of
FY25.

Alr India Express 18 scouting
destinations in South-Fast Asia
specifically to Thailand, Indonesia
and Malaysia,

According to Air India Express's
Chicf Commercial Officer, Ankur
Ciarg, the airline will Iook at destin
ations like Hong Kong and CIS
countries in the future,

Currently, Adr India Express, op-
erates over 400 daily flights, con
mecting 35 demestic and 14 inter-
nationdl girports, with a fleet of 30
aircraft comprising 61 Boeing 7375
and 29 Airbus A320s.
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SpiceJet plans to
relaunch sea plane
service next year

Our Bureai
bMumbai

SpiceJet will reintroduce sea
plane operations in 2025,
Chairman and Managing Dir-
ector Ajay Singh announced
after a demonstration flight
in Andhra Pradesh on Sat-
urday, The airline had in Oc
tober 2020 introduced a sea
plane service linking Sabara-
mati river  front in
Ahmedabad with the Statue
of Unity in Kevadia. How-
ever, the operations were
suspended within a few
months due to Covid-19
restrictions.

The airline has now
partnered in sea plane trials
across multiple locations,
providing engineering, tech-
nical and logistical support to
aireraft manufacturer De
Havilland. SpiceJet has rights
to operate sea plane service
on 20 routes including Lak
shadweep, Guwahati, Hy-
derabad and Shillong and will
launch services once the in-
frastructure is ready, it said.
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Airindia
rejigs senior
management

MUMBAI, PTI: Air In-

dia Group on Friday
announced arejig at the
senior management level
ahead of the merger of
Vistara with Air India.

As partofthis exercise,
Vistara chief executive
officer Vinod Kanan, who
has also been holding the
role of Chief Integration
Officer for the merger
of the two entities, will
continue in the latter role
post-merger.
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CONSOLIDATION OF GROUP’S AIRLINES BUSINESS

Tatas Push Full Throttle
for Air India Express

Budget carrier’s fleet
expected to touch 110
from 90 by fiscal end,
says MD Aloke Singh

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The Tata Group is pus-
hing the throttle of its low-cost air-
line, Air India Express. It has a fle-
et of around 90 aircraft and the co-
unt is expected to cross 110 by the
end of thisfiscal year,enablingitto
expand on domestic and money-
spinning short-haul international
routes, Air India Express mana-
gingdirector Aloke Singh said.

“At 65%, the largest chunk of
growth in the domestic India mar-
ketisactually on metrotonon-met-
ro routes and short-haul interna-
tional networks. So, our focus will
be primarily from tier-2, tier-3 citi-
es to points in the Middle East, So-
utheast Asia and, going forward,
South Asia and perhaps the Far
Eastinacoupleof vears,” Singh sa-
id in a media briefing Saturday.

The airline is intentionally buil-
ding its network focusing on con-
necting tier-2 and -3 cities with in-

@ sviootH FLow

We will make sure that
between Air India Ex-
pressand Air India net-

work thereisaseamiess

flow of passengers
ALOKE SINGH

Managing Director, Air India Express

ternational destinations as Air In-
dia will be the carrier flying betwe-
en major metros.

“We will make sure that between
the Air India Express network and
the Air India network there is a se-
amless flow of passengers. We can
provide feeds to the Air India net-

10 NOVEMBER2024

work over the hubs of Delhi, Beng-
aluru and Mumbai, which are the
three major hubs for Air India,”
Singh said.

Air India Express has been a big
beneficiary of the frosty US-China
relationships due to which US ae-
rospace major Boeing has yet to re-
sume deliveries of the 737 Max air-
craft to China. Some 50 of those al-
ready built planes designated for
Chinese airlines are being taken
up by Air India Express, leading to
a faster-than-normal delivery ti-
meline. Over the past 10 months, it
added 26 new Boeing 737 Max air-
craft toitsfleet.

The airline will also induct seven
Airbus A320 Neo from Air India. In
the next phase, after the amalga-
mation of Vistara into Air India, 10
of Vistara's all-economy A320 Neo
aircraft will be transferred to the
low-cost airline.

“We are planning to expand equ-
ally on domestic and international
but going forward maybe we will
deploy a little more domestic or
rather the allocation of capacity
will be skewed towards domestic,”
Singh said.

Ankur Garg, chief commercial
officer at the airline, said it will so-
on be adding Bangkok and Phuket
and cities in Vietnam to its inter-
national network.
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Turkish Airlines Aims for
Bigger Pie of Indian Skies

In talks with govt to double number of direct flights between 2 countries

Vinod Mahanta

Mumbai: Turkish Airlines is col-
laborating with the Indian govern-
ment to double the number of di-
rect flights between the two count-
ries, a senior official told ET. The
flag carrier currently operates 14
direct flights to India every week.

Ahmet Olmutur, chief commerci-
al officer of Turkish Airlines, said
increasing connectivity with In-
diaaligns with theairline’s goal of
providing comprehensive travel
options for potential visitors.

Turkey's popularity as a holiday
destination has grown among In-
diantravellers, especially after the
Covid-19 pandemic. In the first
half of 2024, the country received
165,000 Indian visitors, including
travellers from tier 2 and 3 cities, a
33.2% increase from a year ago.

Among the tourist hotspots in Is-
tanbul are Hagia Sophia, Topkapi
Palace and Grand Bazaar. Some vi-
sitorsseek toexplore Cappadocia’s
unique rock formations, Pamuk-
kale’s travertine terraces and
thermal springs, the resort town
of Bodrum, and Antalya’s beaches
and ancient ruins.

“We are strategically planning to
expand ourroutestomajor Indian ci-
ties, tapping into the rising demand
for international travel there,” said
Olmutur: “India has emerged as a pi-
votal market for Turkish tourism,
and we anticipate this trend to conti-

A view of the Hagia Sophia

nue growing annually.™

Turkey is also emerging as a pre-
ferred location for HNI weddings
In India.

Ralph Radtke, general manager
and regional vice president of
Kempinski Hotels, said, “I consi-
der myself the godfather of Indian
weddings in Turkey. It all began
when steel tycoon Pramod Mittal's
daughter married at Ciraan Pala-
ce Kempinski in 2011. Today, app-
roximately 20% of the 70-80 wed-
dings the hotel hosts each year are
for prominent Indian families..."”

To tap the increase in outbound
travel from India, nations such as
Turkey, Thailand and Azerbaijan
have started wooing holidavers,
promising them a unique experi-
ence — from wellness retreats to
adventure trips.

GETTY IMAGES

Last year, about 28.2 million peo-
ple flew out of India, collectively
spending about $28 billion on fore-
ign trips, according to a FICCI-
Nangia knowledge paper titled 'Na-
vigating Horizons: The Riseand Fu-
ture of Indian Outbound Tourism’.

According to officials, Turkey’s
Ministry of Culture and Tourism
aimstopushupthelIndianarrivals
figure next year to 350,000.

Turkish officials are optimistic
about the growth potential of the In-
dia-Turkey tourism corridor and
are trying to forge collaborations
with India's travel ecosystem, parti-
cularly in areas like tourism marke-
ting, agent partnerships and cultu-
ral exchange programmes.

(The correspondent was In
Istanbul at the invitation of Tur-
kish Airlines)
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Al Express plans more
international flights

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Hew Dethi, MNovember 9

EXPANDING TS METWORK
A r||.| La ".IFI Ing grou I.I syner H]EL.
Airlndia Express will focuson
conmecting smaller cities and
torvns wit hrnetros aswell ast l}'
to newoverseas destinations,
acoorel ing to senior pificials,

The alrline, which recently
completed the merger of ALX
Connect with itself, has a flect
of around %0 alreraft and the
count is expected to omss 110
by theend of this fscal

It also aims to fly toa total
of 55 destinations by the end
of March I025 and has also
rationalised its networkaspart
of Air lndia Group strategy.
Apart from adding domestic
rouies, the Tata Gr oup-owmed
amdmewall start £ I'E:hT'i. tomom
foreign destinations, including
|'|:|r|.trlic ok and Fhuket in Tha
land, the officials sald.

Arrlndia Express managing
director Aloke Singh sid the
abrline will focus on Tier 2 and
3 cities and towns astheyare
the growth engloes, and the
largest chunk of the market is

SPREADINGWINGS

mAlEvoress has afleetof

around P0a craftand itisfikely
toeross 110 byend ofthis fscal |

& B e, I

—e -

metro tonon-metro.

"On theregional short hal
international network, it will
be primarily from Tler 2, 3
cities to points in the Gulf,
Middle East, South East Asia
andgoing forward, South Asia
Perhaps, Far East ina couple of
years,” Singh said at a select
mdia interaction on Friday

Healso stressed that the sie-
line's network uhﬂfrg}'i\ also
deeply woven lnto the group
network strategy, Ax part of
consalidating its airline busl-
ness Tata ﬁrnu;_'.\ has mrrgt'-ﬂ
AIX Connect with Air India
Expressand the miegration af
Vistam with Airindiaissched
utled to b commpleted nest week.

Air India Express chief

mTheTata Group-cwned
arline ams o flytoa total
of SEdestinations by the
end of March 2025

commercial officer  (CCO)
Arnkur Garg sabd that Bangkok
and Phuket are being looked at
to start services. To Banghkok,
the flightsare lkely from Tier
2 cities and to Phuket, the ser
vice could be From a metmn,
Gargsaid.

.|'I.:||u:l|:||g other destinations,
the airline might also explom
the possibility al fylng to
.‘ﬂnln}mn_ Ilnng N.rjng and C15
countres inthefutare

"We don't want to spread
too thin. We want to focus on
Tier 2,3 markets from themet
ros. We want to provide con
nectivity between the full ser-
vice, long haul, wide body side
d!‘ul.e ]thilhf}} J.I:-i! lhﬂ IJLl!'.I.ru.‘h'
ticTier 2, 3 cities,’ Singh said,
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Need ways
to further
streamline
air traffic,
says secy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, November 9

EMPHASISING THE NEED for
ways to further streamline air
traffic movements in the
Indian airspace, Civil Aviation
Secretary Vumlunmang Vual-
nam on Saturday suggested
that air traffic controllers
should look at the use of new
technologies such as genera-
tive artificial intelligence.

He was speaking at the
40th Asia Pacitic Regional
Meeting (APRM) of the Inter-
national Federation of AirTraf-
fic Controllers' Associations
(IFATCA), hosted by the Air
Traffic Controllers' Guild
{India}, in the national capital.

The three-day meeting,
with the theme 'Safety in
Future Air Traffic Manage-
ment,began on Saturday.

The participants will dis-
cuss cutting-edge technolo-
gies,innovativestrategies,and
sustainable practices that will
shape the safety in future air
traffic management, accord-
ingto the meeting's website.

Vualnam said airspace is
getting crowded. "Airspace is
getting more and more users’.

While mentioning about
new technologies such as Gen-
erative Artificial Intelligence
(Gen Al), he emphasised that
"instead ofignoringand closing
our eyes,we should collaborate”.

He also suggested thatways
should be looked on how to
streamline air traffic manage-
ment. Joint Director General at
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) Maneesh
Kumar said that growth with
safety is beingensured and also
stressed on the importance of
human resources.

India is one of the world's
fastest growing civil aviation
marketsand airlines have placed
huge orders foraircraft as they
expand their network to meet
therising demand.

FINANCIAL EXPR| @

WEAR
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Air India rejigs sr management
ahead of Vistara merger

PT1

MUMBA

Air India Group on Friday
announced a rejig at the sen-
iormanagement level ahead of
the merger of Vistara with Air
India.

As part of this exercise
Vistara chief executive officer
Vinod Kanan, who has also
been holding the role of Chief
Integration Officer for the
merger of the two entities, will
continue in the latter role
poSt-merger.

Besides, he will be a
member of the management
committee and report directly

to Air India CEQ Campbell
Wilson, a statement said.

Full-service carrier Vistara,
which is a 5149 per cent joint
venture between Tata Sons
and Singapore Airines, is all
set to merge with Air India on
November 12.

It also said that Deepak
Rajawat, Chief Commercial
Officer of Vistara will take up
the position of Chief Financial
Officer at the low-cost arm Air

India Express, reporting (o its
chief executive officer Aloke
Singh and also support Air
India Group CFO Sanjay
Sharma in strategic initiatives
and projects.

Consequently, Vikas
Agarwal, the current CRO of
Air India Express, will move to
a new role in Air india, it said

Senior vice president for
flight operations at Vistara
Hamish Maxwell has assumed
an advisory role to Air India
Express CEQ Aloke Singh
while Pushpinder Singh, Chief
Operations Officer of Air India
Express, returns to flying, as
per the statement.
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Air India Express to focus
on metro to non-metro flights

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Adr India Express will focus
on growing flight connec-
tivity from metro to ter-2
and tier3 cities as part of
its ongning route rationali

sation with the group’s full-
service airline, Air India.

“The largest chunk of
domestic India marker is
metra 0 noi-metro  at
65%. This is also the fastest
growing segment. While
we will be present on some
Melro-Lo-Metro routes, our
primary focus is connectiv-
ity o tier-2 and ter-3 ci-
ties,” said Aloke Singh, M1,
Adr India Express.

The airline concluded
its merger with erstwhile
AlrAsia India on October 1,
2024 until when the prior

Iy was to integrate the en-
tirely domestic network of
the latter with the feed of
Air India Express that op-
erated onlv on internation-
al routes primarily ocus-
ing on connecting Kerala
with Gull and Middle East.
The airline has also added
35 planes over the past
year to grow s capacity
where it had a “weak" pre-
sence, such as Chennai,
Hyderabad and Kolkata.

In line with its plans for
non-merro routes, the air-
line recently announced
two new destinations —
Jamimu and Shri Vijaya Pu-
ram {Port Blair) - where
flights will be offered [rom
December 1. Agartala in
Tripura was also a recent
addition twy the alrline’s
domestic network.

The regional short-haul
international market will
also build connectivity bet-
ween tier-2 and der-3 cities
to points in the Gull region,
West Asia, South East Asia
and going forward South
Asia, South East Asia, Far
East and Common Wealth
of Independent States (CIS)
nations, Mr. ingh added.

The metro o non-mearo
network strategy for Air In
dia Express complements
Adr India's where the focus
is to connect trunk routes
such as Delhi, Mumbai and
Bengalurn, some  key
short-haul  international
destinations such as Dubai
and Singapore with dense
traffic and long-haul and
ultra-long  haul destina-
tinns in Europe, L5, Cana
da, Japan and Ausrralia.
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Al Express fleet to reach 110 after AIX merger

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Air India Express
plans to expand its fleet to 110
aircraft by the end of this fiscal
year, adding 20 new planes fol-
lowing its merger with AIX
Connect, senior airline officials
said.

The carrier is optimising its
network as part of the Air India
group with a strategy to con-
nect passengers from smaller
cities and towns with metro cit-
ies, particularly focusing on
international routes.

“We have rationalised the
network between the two carri-
ers to focus more on the tier
two, tier three-Metro to non-

An Air India Express currently
operates 525 daily flights.  p1l

Metro connectivity, and also
smaller towns to the Gulf and
Middle East,” Aloke Singh,
managing director of Air India
Express, told media on Friday.

The airline has begun inte-
grating its network with Air

India to provide seamless con-
nections. “A passenger can buy
an Air India ticket, which will
have, for instance, London-
Delhi, and then Delhi-Ranchi
on Air India Express, but they
will get one document, one
ticket within Air India,” Singh
explained.

Air India Express, which
currently operates 525 daily
flights and served 2.4 million
passengers in FY 2025 across
55 stations till now, is expand-
ing its international footprint.
“On our regional international
network, we will primarily con-
nect Tier 2 and tier 3 cities to
destinations in the Gulf, Middle
East, Southeast Asia, and even-
tually South Asia, with plans to

expand to the Far East in the
coming years,” Singh said.

The airline’s Chief Commer-
cial Officer Ankur Garg said
they are planning to launch
services to Bangkok from tier-2
cities in India and Phuket from
metro cities. However, Singh
emphasized a focused
approach: “We aim to remain
focused and not spread our-
selves too thin.”

The integration has already
shown positive results. “When
we started the integration exer-
cise, we made small tweaks to
the network...we tried to pro-
vide domestic international
connectivity and saw a little
bump up in the carriage,”
Singh said.



Demo flight of A.P’s first-ever seaplane service today

Sambasiva Rao M.
AMARAVATI

The demonstration flight
of Andhra Pradesh’s first
seaplane service is all set to
take off from Punnami
Ghat, near the Prakasam
Barrage in Vijayawada, and
land at a jetty in Srisailam
in Nandyal district on
Saturday.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu and Union Minister
for Civil Aviation Kinjarapu
Ram Mohan Naidu will
make a round trip on the
flight. The centrepiece of
the event will be the De Ha-
villand Twin Otter Series
400 seaplane, which is
known for its durability
and versatility.

The aircraft is engi-
neered for both water and
conventional runways, ac-
cording to a statement
from the Andhra Pradesh
Airports Development Cor-

Get, set, fly: The seaplane arrives at the Krishna river near
Punnami ghat a day ahead of the demo launch. KV.5. GIRI

poration Limited
(APADCL). The initiative,
led by the APADCL in part-
nership with the Govern-
ment of India’s Regional
Connectivity Scheme
(RCS), aims at establishing
Andhra Pradesh as a leader
in water-based aviation.
Under the RCS-UDAN in-
itiative, the Union govern-
ment is proposing develop-
ment of water aerodromes

to support seaplane servic-
es. Launched in 2017, the
initiative also aims at
boosting regional air con-
nectivity, with seaplanes
included as an integral part
of the plan.

Scenic locations

“The Government of And-
hra Pradesh wants to cover
picturesque destinations
such as Prakasam Barrage,

Araku Valley, Lambasingi,
Rushikonda, Kakinada, Ko-
naseema, Srisailam, Gandi-
kota, and Tirupati. The aim
is to attract tourists and
provide efficient travel op-
tions to these scenic loca-
tions,” B.C. Janardhan Red-
dy, Minister for
Infrastructure & Invest-
ments, told The Hindu on
Friday. “The Government
of Andhra Pradesh has
been negotiating with Te-
langana for operating sea-
planes to various destina-
tions, including the
Hyderabad-Srisailam
route,” he added.

“On completion of the
pilot project, the govern-
ment will be able to know
the expenditure incurred
for operating the seaplane

and, thereby, fix the charg-
es,” he said.

Introduction of the sea-

plane service aligned with
Andhra Pradesh’s commit-

ment to creating a robust

aviation ecosystem, he ad-
ded. “Seaplanes open up
new avenues for connect-
ing remote and tourism-
centric regions of Andhra
Pradesh, offering travelers
an unmatched experience,
while generating local eco-
nomic opportunities,” the
Minister said.

Water aerodromes, the
designated areas for sea-
plane operations, present
a cost-effective alternative
to airports, requiring less
investment and providing
quicker development time-
lines, he said.

The  APADCL  has
planned initial seaplane in-
frastructure at Prakasam
Barrage, with additional lo-
cations identified to ex-
pand services across the
State. These facilities, man-
aged under a collaborative
framework with the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI), are expected to be
developed in phases.
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Demo flight of A.P’s first-ever seaplane service today

Sambasiva Rao M.
AMARAVATI

The demonstration flight
of Andhra Pradesh’s first
seaplane service is all set to
take off from Punnami
Ghat, near the Prakasam
Barrage in Vijayawada, and
land at a jetty in Srisailam
in Nandyal district on
Saturday.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu and Union Minister
for Civil Aviation Kinjarapu
Ram Mohan Naidu will
make a round trip on the
flight. The centrepiece of
the event will be the De Ha-
villand Twin Otter Series
400 seaplane, which is
known for its durability
and versatility.

The aircraft is engi-
neered for both water and
conventional runways, ac-
cording to a statement
from the Andhra Pradesh
Airports Development Cor-

Get, set, fly: The seaplane arrives at the Krishna river near
Punnami ghat a day ahead of the demo launch. KV.S. GIRI

poration Limited
(APADCL). The initiative,
led by the APADCL in part-
nership with the Govern-
ment of India’s Regional
Connectivity Scheme
(RCS), aims at establishing
Andhra Pradesh as a leader
in water-based aviation.
Under the RCS-UDAN in-
itiative, the Union govern-
ment is proposing develop-
ment of water aerodromes

to support seaplane servic-
es. Launched in 2017, the
initiative also aims at
boosting regional air con-
nectivity, with seaplanes
included as an integral part
of the plan.

Scenic locations

“The Government of And-
hra Pradesh wants to cover
picturesque destinations
such as Prakasam Barrage,

Araku Valley, Lambasingi,
Rushikonda, Kakinada, Ko-
naseema, Srisailam, Gandi-
kota, and Tirupati. The aim
is to attract tourists and
provide efficient travel op-
tions to these scenic loca-
tions,” B.C. Janardhan Red-
dy, Minister for
Infrastructure & Invest-
ments, told The Hindu on
Friday. “The Government
of Andhra Pradesh has
been negotiating with Te-
langana for operating sea-
planes to various destina-
tions, including the
Hyderabad-Srisailam
route,” he added.

“On completion of the
pilot project, the govern-
ment will be able to know
the expenditure incurred
for operating the seaplane

and, thereby, fix the charg-
es,” he said.

Introduction of the sea-

plane service aligned with
Andhra Pradesh’s commit-

ment to creating a robust

aviation ecosystem, he ad-
ded. “Seaplanes open up
new avenues for connect-
ing remote and tourism-
centric regions of Andhra
Pradesh, offering travelers
an unmatched experience,
while generating local eco-
nomic opportunities,” the
Minister said.

Water aerodromes, the
designated areas for sea-
plane operations, present
a cost-effective alternative
to airports, requiring less
investment and providing

quicker development time-
lines, he said.
The  APADCL  has

planned initial seaplane in-
frastructure at Prakasam
Barrage, with additional lo-
cations identified to ex-
pand services across the
State. These facilities, man-
aged under a collaborative
framework with the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI), are expected to be
developed in phases.
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INBRIEF

Air India flight bound for

Delhi delayed by 11 hours

A New Delhi-bound Air India flight was delayed
by nearly 11 hours at the Chennai airport on
Friday. The flight, with 164 passengers, was to
depart around 9 a.m. but encountered a
technical glitch. The passengers were made to
wait in the terminal, sources said. Though it was
expected that the flight would take off soon, the
departure time kept getting pushed back.
Subsequently, most of the waiting passengers
were accommodated in other flights. Eleven
passengers waited, and the flight finally departed
around 8 p.m.“We provided refreshments and
food to the passengers. We understand that it
caused a lot of inconvenience, but we tried our
best to sort out the issue at the soonest,” an
airline source said.
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Delhi delayed by 11 hours

A New Delhi-bound Air India flight was delayed
by nearly 11 hours at the Chennai airport on
Friday. The flight, with 164 passengers, was to
depart around 9 a.m. but encountered a
technical glitch. The passengers were made to
wait in the terminal, sources said. Though it was
expected that the flight would take off soon, the
departure time kept getting pushed back.
Subsequently, most of the waiting passengers
were accommodated in other flights. Eleven
passengers waited, and the flight finally departed
around 8 p.m.“We provided refreshments and
food to the passengers. We understand that it
caused a lot of inconvenience, but we tried our
best to sort out the issue at the soonest,” an
airline source said.
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Al Air India Express building network at group
level, LCC to connect tier 2, 3 airports with hubs

Tata Group's full-service carrier Air India to focus on hub-to-hub routes

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER @

TATAGROUP airfines have started
rationalising their netwo ks vn-
dier a broad strategy that would
progresavaly we the fill service
carrier | FSC—Air India—operat-
ng on major fub-to-hub moutes,
while the bow-cost carrier {LOC) —
Alr Incha Express--operating from
teriwo and three ciesin hithair-
ports, acconding to Alr India
Express managing director Aloke
Singh Hubairpors refer o Large
ainports,often in maor ctes, that
hand e high Arcraft and passen-
rvalumes.,

For metanae, the Dells-Dubai
mute, which is a hub-to-hub
route, is being operated by Air
India, while Airlndka Express is not
on i Ontheother hand, Adr India
Express is operaing the Goa-
Dubairouge, which Air brdia is not
operating amymore, Semilady, Alr
India Express and not Air Indiais
operating the Defh-Shanah route,
Snghsaid.

Theesamples n the domesic
rmarket include the Delhi-Ranchi
e, whichisbeingoperated by
Ar Indlia Exgrress, but not Air bndia,
and the Delhi-Mumbai route,
whuchisbangopesaied by the far-
teg and not the fonmee.,

The strategy, however, is “not
castin stone”™ and there will be
s on wisch both Air edia and

Air India Express will hawe pres-
enice as they might have enough
demand across cusiomer seg-
ments towarmant deployment of
afulk service aswiel as alow-cos
produc.

"0 prime focus will be on
the metro to non-metm and on
the regional shom- haul intema-
nonal network. Again. it will be
pramariby from tier bwo, ter three
atesto pontsinte Middbe East,
Southeast Asiaete” Singh <id He
termed tier tweoand thiee cities s
thegrowthenginesinndia's ai-
Ao markeL

“The largest chunk of the do-
mesthc ndia market is actually
metro o non-metin mutes..]
think it is about 65-odd per cent,
and that iis the segment that is
growing the fastest,” Simgh sad

The strategy ks partol bulld ing
aconsoldated network at the Air
India group level based on de-
mand and moute profiles, The

file

broad understanding is that the
Air India group is locking tode-
oy the full-s=rvice producton
hub-ro-hub and business moutes,
whibe the budget product 1s being
spen & the more suitable option
o connect relatively smaller air-
ports with: the hub airports, Air
India Express's focus to connect
tier Dwo ard three airports with
bub airports wall also help in di-
recting passenger Bows (o is par-
ent aifline’s long-haul services
from miajor Indian sirposts.
Simil ar strategies have been
aloptied by Lirge adine growps
that hanve bath FsC and LOC prod-
ucts in ther stable, For instance,
on its Singapore-India network,
the Singapore Airfines group has
deployed the FSC prod uct mainky
onflightsoperating between ma-
jor brdian metropolitan citbes and
Singapore, whike Scool mostly
connects tier two and three air-
ports inlndiawith Singapore,

Abr Inclia Express, which wias
recently enlarsed afterits merger
with another Tata group aidine—
AMX Connect | fiormery AirAsia
India }—plans to expand its net-
wark in linewith this network de-
velopment philosopin:

Abrlncha Expiress i looking Lo
expand its intemational neteiork
beyond its traditionally strong
India-Gulf routes, The arbne is ex-
pected o soon launch Aights o
Thaland s Bangkok and Phiket,
connecting two Indian cities to
Bang kol and one Indian aty w
Fhuket, The I ndian cities for these
routes ane vet i be finalised,

Abr India Express is also con-
sidering launching fights be-
twveen Indiaand Seilanka Nepal,
and Banglateshinthe South Asia
region, In Southeast Asia, other
i rkets that the airine is consid-
ering apart from Thailand are
Malayssa.  Indonesia, and
Cambodia. Even Hong Kang may
be considered in the future, Top
company executives sid thatthe
Commomeeath of Independent
States (CI5) countres—like
Kazakhstan, Lizbekistan,
Azerbaijan, and Georgia, would
also be onits rdar in the futume,
Motably, India's largest aidine
Ind iCo hasseen robusitraffic be-
twiern ndia and the(S countries
gnce it launched Bights on those
roubes over the past couple of
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Al Express plans to {ly to
new overseas destinations

The airline has a fleet of around 9o aircraft and the
count is expected to cross 110 by the end of this fiscal

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Expanding its
network and tapping group syn-
ergies, Air India Express will
ocus on connecting smaller
cities and lowns with metros as
well as fly o new overseas des-
tinations, according to senior
officials.

The atrline, which recently
completed the merger of AIX
Connect with itself, has a fleet
of around 90 aircraft and the
count is expected to cross 110
by the end of the current fis-
cal It also aims to fly to a
total of 55 destinations by the
end of March 2025 and has
also rationalised its network
as part of Air India Group
strategy.

Apart from adding domestic
routes, the Tata Group-owned
airline will start flights to more
loreign destinations, including
Bangkok and Phuket in Thai-
land, the officials said.

Air India Express Manag-

As part of consolidating its airline business,
Tata Group has merged AlIX Connect with
Air India Express and the integration of
Vistara with Air India is scheduled to be
completed next week

ing Director Aloke Singh said
the airline will focus on Tier 2
and ¥ cities and towns as they
are the growth engines, and the
largest chunk of the market is
melro Lo non-metro.

“On the regional short haul
international network, it will be

primarily from Tier 2, 3 cities to
proants in the Gulf, Middle East,
South East Asia and going for-
ward, South Asia, Perhaps, Far
East in a couple of vears,” Singh
said at a select media interaction
on Friday. He also stressed that
the airflines network strategy

is also deeply woven into the
Erouip network straltegy.

As part of consolidating its
airline business, Tata Group has
menged AIN Connect with Air
India Express and the integra-
tion of Vistara with Air India s
scheduled 1o be completed next
weel Adr India Express Chief
Commercial Officer (CCO)
Ankur Garg said that Bangkok
and Phuket are being looked
at to start services. To Bang-
kok, the flights are likely from
Tier 2 cities and to Phuket, the
service could be from a metro,
Garg said. Among other desti-
nations, the airline rmg,hl also
explore the possibility of flying
to Malaysia, Hong Kong and
CIS countries in the futiire,

“We don't want to spread too
thin. We want to focus on Tier
2, 3 markets from the metros.
We want to provide connec-
tivity between the full service,
long haul, wide body side of the
business and the domestic Tier
2, 3 cities,” Singh said.
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Need to look at streamlining air traffic management: Official

NEW DELHI: Emphasising the
need for ways to further stream-
line air traffic movements in
the Indian airspace, Civil Avi-
ation Secretary Vumlunmang
Vualnam on Saturday suggested
that air traffic controllers should
losoke at the use of new technolo-
gies such as generative artificial
intelligence.

He was speaking at the 40th
Asta Pacific Regional Meeting
{APEM) of the International
Federation of Air Traflic Con-
trodlers’ Associations (IFATCA),
hosted by the Air Traffic Con-
trollers’ Guild (India), in the
national capital.

The three-day meeting, with
the theme Safety in Fulure Air

Traffic Management, began on
Saturday. The participants will
discuss cutting-edge technolo-
gies, innovative strategies, and
sustainable practices that will
shape the safety in future air
traffic management, according
to the meetings website.

The civil aviation secretary

said airspace is getting crowded.

“Adrspace is getting more and
MIOTE USETs .

While mentioning about
new technologies such as Gen-
erative Artificial Intelligence
(Gen AT), he emphasised that
“instead of ignoring and closing
our eyes, we should collaborate”

He also suggested that
ways should be looked on

how to streamline air traffic
management.

Joint Director General at
the Directorate General of Civil
Avdation (DGCA) Maneesh
Kumar said that growth with
H.H.I'rt].r is being ensured and
alzo stressed the importance
of human resources in the avia-
tion space. M
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Al Express plans more international Will Launch seaplane ops In 2025
flights; to have N0 planes by March 25 to most remote locations: Spice Jet

New Delhi: Expanding its network, Alr india MNew Debhi: Spicelet on Saturday said it plans to
Express will focus on connecting smaller ¢lties and lauinch seaplane operations in 2025 to connect
towns with metros as well as fly to new overseas India’s most ramote and pictwesgue locations
destinations. as per sendor afficlals. The airline, Sphoelet’s Chairman and Managing Director, Ajay
mecently completed merger of ALY Connect with Sing h <aid it had partnened In seaplane trials acrass
tself, has a fieet of 90 alecraft and the count & multiple lac ations, providing enginearing. technical

expected tocmss 110 by the end of this fiscal. ENS and logistical support to De Havllland. ENS
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