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AAI launches 165 crore airport
security tray automation push

DEEPAK PATEL
New Dedhi, 3 Octiober

The Airports Authority of India
[AAT) has initiated a Ti65 crore
procurement process to auto-
mate the movement of trays
used for passenger security
checks, itisleamnt.

While mejor privately mun
girports such as New Delhi,
Mumbai, Bengalum., and
Hyderabad already have such
automatic tray retrieval system
[ATRS) in place, many of the
137 AAl-operated ones do not.

October 2215 the deadline to
bid for the 52 ATRS lanes for
which the government-run
AAThad issued atender.

The AAL is seeking a com-
pany to supply, install, inte-
grate, test, and commission the
52 ATRS lanes. The contract
alsoincludes a one-year onsite
warranty and seven years of
comprehensive maintenance,
including spare parts.

By automating tray move-
ment, ATRS can increase pas-
senger throughput at security
checkpoints and reduce wait-
ing time around the baggage-
screening process, AAlofficials
said. “*The system isnot replac-
ing the X-ray machine or the
security officer. Instead, it
automates the movement of

The supplicr of the automatic tray retrieval system will also
have totrain AAI personnel to operate and maintain it

trays around the screening
machine. This allows security
personnel to concentrate on
cxamining bapggage rather
than manually moving or col-
lecting trays,” an official said.
AAl did not respond to
Business Stendard 5 quertics.
According to the tender,
reviewed by this newspaper,
the supplier will also have to
train AAl personnel to operate
and maintain the system. The
AAL itis learnt, has estimated
the total cost of procuring,
installing. and maintaining 52
ATRS lanes to be T164.8 crore:
Tolo crore for supply and
installation, and T65.9 crore for
seven years of maintenance.
The tender does not say
which airports will receive the
52 systems The AAl has
described the locations only as

“various airports”. The 52 figure
refers o security-screening
lanies, and not airports, so one
airport could receive several
lanes. According to AAL offi-
cials, the airport-wise deploy-
ment will become clear anly
after the AAT finalises the pro-
curement andidentifieswhere
the systems will be installed.
The tender adds eight
meject-lane tray holding sta-
tions should be provided for
trays containing baggage that
requires additional examin-
ation. Each ATRS lanewill uve
two analyst workstations
forsecurity personnel to exam-
ine X-ray images, and as
many recheck workstations
for secondary examination

of bageagme,

More on business-standasd com
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Cabs parked ontside the International terminal of the Caleutia abrport on Wednesday.

Picures by Bishwarup Datia

City airport wishlist to
woo Europe fllghts

SANJAY MANDAL

Calewiia: More stores in the
sacurlty hold area, mishil
outlets showeasing Bemgal's
swiets (0 intenational frav
ellers, better lghting and slg-
nage, and claaner, brighter
WALTIOS ATe AMone the Koy
Improvemsnts nosded ot Cal-
cutth alrport's International
saction o attract alrlines do
launch direct fights 0 Eu-
rupe, oficials of Internationsl
alrlines operating from the
Clty sanl.

Umiom civil avintion min-
Ister Kinjarapu Rammohun
Matiu sariior (s wonk =aid
that the Centre would diseuss
the possihility of starting di-
roct Mghts from Calcueta o
London amwd other Kuropean
cities with airines operating
In India, following & request
frosm chief mInisier Suvend
Adnikar)

Alrline officlale 2ald the
International section would
nead 10 offer faciiines and
amenltes comparable with
tixose in the domeste ona

“To start with, T think the
fmcilities and nmenites at Cal-
Clutta alport's Internatlonal
SaCtlon Shoanld e on & par with
ihe domeste ares. At present,
the Internatlonal degariuce
sactlon 1ooks dull, dimly 1t
and 1feless,” sald an priing
otficinl

More retail
The official sald the number of
shores tn the secority hobd area
of the nternational secton 1s
far lowar than m (o domestic
red. “There are only a land-
Ful of food and beverags out-
Tets 10 1 Security Rofd aras
ol th INEMTNANDRL] 20C10m
There are nomisht stores”

Doth Indian and forefgn
iravellors often look o fl'l'|1‘r
mishtl ot the alrport before
boarding, bus are wmabie o0&
&0,

“Passengers are often re-
ettt by mished from out-
shde and carry Ir becauss they
are nod sure whether security

The airport s park. where painting and mainlenanes
waork is being enrried ot

personnel will llow bt in himd
Daggage. Many ask ne o god
Hemgati mshi from (he storoes
In the domestic secton’s secu-
FIty okl Ares. Internatlonal
PASEOTIZANS A0 ot Allowed
Arcess 0 the domesdc ares, so
ol staff heave to g0 and by the
sweats for tem.” the cffical
E= 10 8

Alrport sources sald fgld
clansean temdars fir commer-
clal space, compled waih high
rutes, hwve hindered brands
firoi openbng olrless.

The closurs of the du-
ty-free stores has added o the
problem. Metro hod earfler
Peported thit the alcport's
duty-free shops were shut
after the Alrports Auihority
of Todls (AAly A not extznd
iha eontract with the ageney
operniing the facitiy. A new
agency has been awarded the
tender, bait the IRCRssary cus.
imma clearance 15 awattad, ar
port ofticinls satd

“The haWw agency has
startad imsialiing ihe ma.
strmetnre and we axpect the
customs Clegrance seon,” an
atrport officlal sid
Brighter spaces
Alrlne officlals also sald the
International section neads
better lUghting and more
prominens slenmge.

“The Mumination seems
Inadequate compared with

the domestic section. In the
domestic ASpaATIURD aroa,
TSt after anieTing tho torm -
nal through gates 1A and I8,
thera 18 @ large dsplay board
showIng aMVertiRemants amd
InOrTIEAASGT AL SEVEERL P
pramimes at the alrpors. Asim-
1ar board eoubd he Imatalled
ATE LR ITEETTERAOTAL S2C10T 60
give the areda brightor look, ™
an alriime ¢fRcial sk,

Better washrooms
The conditlon of the wash-
rowitis, which o cariler heen
eritictsed For belng smelly,
wet iod poorly maintained,
his Linproved followlng fend-
vafirms. However, passengers
and airline ofleinls said there
1= stlll rodm for Inpoovement.

“Thera are sill gutkha
siains In the washbasins i
Hines: The lghting could also
b brighter: The conditlon of
the WarRnTaoms hns dafindlely
mmproved, but they are stll
not comparable with thosa at
Kamhal o Delhl arports,
aabdl & frog e (ke

Alrport sturces subd soms
hasic facilities In the Inter-
national sectlon, including
money changers, are still
missing. The agency pro-
viding luggage-wrapping
sarvices also left the airport &
fow duvs ago.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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LGBI airport completes
5 years under AAHL

ANN SERVICE

PALASBARI, Oct 8: Lok-
apriya Gopinath Bordoloi In-
ternational Amrport (LGBIA)
on Thursday completed five
years of commercial opera-
tions under Adami Airport
Holdings Limited (AAHL),
marking a period of expan-
sion In air connectivity and
passenger-handling capaci-
ty in the Northeast.

AAHL took over the opera-
tions of the amrport on October
8, 2021. Since then, the air-
port has expanded its connec-
tivity to various parts of the
country and international des-
tinations, strengthening Gu-
wahati's position as an avia-
tion hub for the Northeast.

A major development dur-
ing the period was the com-
missiomng of the new Ter-
minal 2 in February this year.
The terminal has increased
the arport’s annual passen-
ger-handling capacity to
13.1 million. The airport han-
dled 7.01 million passengers
n 2025.

The new termunal incorpo-
rates elements of the re-
gion’s cultural heritage, n-
cluding the use of around 140

A major development during the
period was the commissioning of
the new Terminal 2 in February

this year.

The terminal has

increased the airport’s annual
passenger-handling capacity to
13.1 million. The airport handled
7.01 million passengers in 2025

metric tonnes of bamboo in its
architecture and design. The
Arnval Village at the termi-
nal also reflects the cultural
and architectural traditions of
the Northeast, The termunal
has been included in the 2026
Prix Versailles World's Most
Beautiful Airports hst.

The airport’s expanding
connectivity is expected to
support tourism, trade, busi-
ness and investment in As-
sam and other north-eastermn
States, It also facilitates the
movement of time-sensitive
commodities such as tea,
fruits, flowers, food prod-
ucts and pharmaceuticals to
markets across the country
and abroad.

The airport has also un-
dertaken nitiatives relating
to rainwater harvesting, wa-

ter conservation, waste man-
agement and energy effi-
ciency as part of its sustain-
ability measures.

The airport said its opera-
tions are supported by a
large workforce comprising
awrport staff, airline partners,
CISF personnel, ground-han-
dhing agencies, engineering
and mamtenance teams, fire
and safety personnel, house-
keeping, customer service
and cargo staff.

With the completion of ive
years of operations under
AAHL, LGBI Airport said it
would continue to focus on
improving connectivity, pas-
senger facilities and opera-
tional capabilities, while
strengthening Guwahati's
role as a gateway to the
Northeast.
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UP Cabinet approves proposal to name
J ewar airport after PM Narendra Modi

Dur Bureau
Meaw Delki

The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet
has approved a proposal to
name the Noida Interna-
tional Airport at Jewar the
“Narendra Modi Interna-
tional Airport Noida Jewar™,

According to Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, the State is
emerging as a major aviation
and industrial hub under the
Prime Minister's guidance.

Adityanath addressed the
media at Lok Bhavan, along-
side both Deputy Chief Min-
isters and representatives of
National Democratic Alli-
ance {NDA) allies.

The Council of Ministers
also passed a resolution con-
gratulating Prime Minister
MNarendra Modi on complet-
i.ng 25 years as head of
gnvernment.

The Chief Minister said
that before 2017, the State
was associated with insecur-

ity and poor living condi-
t1|:|ns but is now recognised
for good governance, invest-
ment and development.

Inn June, the airport began
domestic commercial opera-
tions, becoming the third air-
port in the National Capital
Region.

Furthermore, IndiGo op-
erated the inaugural ser-
vices, with the first flight ar-
riving from Lucknow and the
first departure heading to
Bengaluru.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modiinaugurated theairport
in March.

Its first phase comprises
one runway and one passen-
ger terminal, with the capa-
city to handle 12 million pas-
sengersannually.

Upon full development,
the airport’s annual passen-
ger handling capacity is ex-
pected to increase to 70 mil-
lion. The airport’s passenger
terminal  covers  around
138,000 sq metres, while its
3,900-metre runway can ac-

commodate wide-body
gircraft.
ECONOMIC HUB

Meanwhile, the airport is en-
visioned as an aerotropolis,
with manufacturing, inform-
ation technology, hospitality,
cargo, agriculture and avi-
ation services developing
around it to support employ-
ment and economic activity
across Westermn Uttar
Pradesh.

Its integrated cargo ter-
minal, developed through
Air India SATS Airport Ser-
vices Pyt Ltd, has an initial
annual handling capacity of
200,000 tonnes. Expansion
plans envisage increasing
this capacity to 2,5 million
LOMNeS.

A significant part of the
cargo capacity is expected to
serve western Uttar FPra-
desh’s agricultural economy,
providing farmers and agri-
bhusinesses with access todo-
mestic and international
markets.
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GMR Airports deputy CEO &
exccutive director Riols resigns

GMR Airports {GAL) has said
Alexis Benjamin Riols has re-
signed as the deputy CEQ
and exeoutive director after
the company's copromoter
Group ADP withdrew his
nomination. Ina regulatory
filirg late Thursday, GAL =a-
id the nomination was with-
drawn owing to Group ADP's
organisational changes.
“Croup ADP has nominated
a replacement for Riols,

wiiich shall be taken up for
approvals in due course and
intimated separately,” it said.
He has resigned with effect
from Thursday. Fiols contin-
s to be on the firm's boand as
non-cxectitive, non-indepen-
dent director, the filing said.
In his resignation letter, Riols
said hewas tendering his res-
ignation with immediate ef-
fect due to other professional
COMUTI e, Il
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T L]
Noida’s Jew:
airport to be
renamed after
PM Modi

The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet
on Friday approved a propo-
=l torename the Noida
Intermational Airport at
Jewar as ‘Marendra Modi
International Afrport.
Noida-Jewar', Chiet Minister
Yogi Adityanath said. Brief:
ing reporters after a Cabinet
meeting in Lucknow, Adi-
tyanath said the state Cabi-
niet was grateful to Prime
Minister Modi for the air-
port, which he described as a
major gift to Uttar Pradesh.
“The Cabinet has approved a
proposal bo name it Nar-
endra Modi International
Airport, Noida-Jewar,” the
chief minister said. Citing
infrastrmicture development,
Adityanath said 42 national
highways spanning 2483 km
had been built at & cost of
ronnoocrone. He alsocibed
the proposed 1,000-acme
PMMITRAtextilepar. o
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FLY91 plans
Navi Mumbai

base for
two aircraft

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, October 9

REGIONAL AIRLINE FLY91
planstobaseatleasttwo aircraft
at Navi Mumbai International
Airport(NMIA)in the coming
monthsasit looksto strengthen
its presence in the Mumbai
market. The airline will launch
services to Sindhudurg and Jal-
gaon inthe third quarterof the
current financial year.

Manoj Chacko, managing
director of FLY 91, said an air-
port with sufficient capacity
offers a new airline the oppor-
tunity to expand its network.
“One can't ignore Mumbai. It's
a great catchment area for us
and the cities we caterto," he
said, drawing a parallel with
the airline’s strategy at
Manohar International Airport
in Goa. Dates for the launch of
the Sindhudurg and Jalgaon
services have not yet been
announced.

FLY91 has also announced
flights connecting Navi Mum-
bai and Goa, with the onward
Goa-Agatti service allowing
passengers to travel from Mum-
bai to Agatti without disem-
barking or changing aircraft in
Goa. The service has been gen-
erating considerable interest,
Chackosaid.

Beyond Navi Mumbai, the
airline planstostrengthen links
between its existing destina-
tions, with each station poten-
tiallyconnected to three or four
other cities. Trichy, Madurai and
Mangaluru, along with other
destinations are on its expan-
sionradar.
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Jewar airport in UPto be renamed as
Narendra Modi International Airport

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Lucknow , October §

THEUTTAR FRADESH Cabines
on Friday approved a proposal
to rename the Moida Interma

tiorial .ﬁ.1qmr1 at lewar as
marendra Modi International

Alrpart, Nobda-[ewar', Chisf

Minister Yogi Adityanath sid.
Briefing reporters after a
Cabinet meeting  here,
Adityanath said the spage Cab-
irvet was y;r:ﬂrtultni"rimr Min-
Ister Modi for the airport,
whiich he described as a major
gifttoUttar Pradesh,

*The Counal of Ministers
of Uttar Pradesh expresses its
gratitude to Prime Minkster
MNarendm Modi for gifting the
state the Nokla International
Airportat lewar. The Cabinet
has approved a propocal to
name it Marendra Modi Inter

Littar Pradesh Chief Minister 'I'ngl Adityanath said t h: state
Cabinet was grateful to Prime Minister Modifor the sirport

naticnal Arport, Nolda- [evwar)
the chief minister sabd.

The airport was set t
emene as Uttar Pradesh’s
larpest airportanda majpravda
thon hub in thecount ry, e cakd

Adityanath said the state

Cabinet also expressed its
appreclation for Modi's
visionary leadership, inspir
lng pubdance and unwavering
and continued commitment
to the stale.

*The Coundal of Ministers

reiterates its resolve to work
continuouslywith full dedica-
taan, ener gy an d enimmitmient
to rralise the vision of a devel
aped UPanda developed Indis
by 2047 he said.

The CM said the Cabinet
once again expressed its appre
chstlonfor the PAUslsadershigp.

M Modi had laid thefoun
dathon stene of the greenfield
MNoida International Airport at
|ewar an Movenber 35, 20021
He officially inaugurated its
Phasa-1 on March 18, 2026,
Commerncial Hights started
fom june 15,

Developed as the second
international airport for the
Drelhi-NC Rreglon wndera pul-
lic-private partnership between
the UP govermment amd Zurkch
Airport International AG, it
alms to heavily boost reglonal
logistics and conmec tivity.
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UP cabinet nod to rename

Jewar alrport after Modi

Umesh Raghuvanshi

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh
cabinet on Friday passed a reso-
lution to rename the Noida
International Airport in Jewar
as Narendra Modi International
Airport, Noida-Jewar chief min-
ister Yogi Adityanath
announced after chairing the
cabinet meeting.

Once implemented, it will
become the first airport to be
named after a sitting Prime
Minister. Other airports —
Indira Gandhi International
Airport, New Delhi; Chaudhary
Charan Singh Airport, Luc-
know; and Lal Bahadur Shastri
Airport, Varanasi — are all
named after former PMs.

Adityanath said the cabinet
also extended greetings to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for completing a total of 25
years as the head of the govern-
ment, first in Gujarat and then
at the Centre.

“The state cabinet is grateful
to the Prime Minister for gifting
the Noida International Airport
to Uttar Pradesh, which is the

PM Narendra Modi laid the
foundation stone of the airport

at Jewarin 2021 HTPHOTO
state’s largest airport and going
to become India’s largest avia-
tion hub. [n the coming years,
this airport will take the state’s
economy, industry, tourism and
global connectivity to new
heights. With this sentiment,
the state cabinet is adopting the
resolution recommending
renaming of the airport as the
Narendra Modi International

Airport,” Adityanath said in a
press conference at Lucknow.

Later, in response to a ques-
tion, minister for finance Suresh
Khanna said the cabinet's reso-
lution would be followed by due
process to rename the airport.

Deputy chief ministers
Keshav Prasad Maurya and Bra-
jesh Pathak, along with Aditya-
nath's ministerial colleagues
representing the BIP allies —
Sanjay Nishad of NISHAD party,
Om Prakash Rajbhar of Suhel-
dev Bharatiya Samaj Party,
Ashish Patel of Apna Dal (Son-
elal) party, and Anil Kumar of
Rashtriya Lok Dal — were
present at the cabinet's meeting.

Developed as the second
international airport for the
Delhi-NCR region under a pub-
lic-private partnership between
the UP government and Zurich
Airport International AG, it
aims to heavily boost regional
logistics and connectivity.

PM Modi had laid the founda-
tion stone of the greenfield
Noida International Airport at
Jewar on November 25, 2021

He officially inaugurated its
Phase-l on March 28, 2026.

Commercial flights started from
June 15.

Adityanath said Modi com-
pleting 25 years in public ser-
vice on October 7 added a “glori-
ous chapter to India's demo-
cratic history”. He also listed the
state government's achieve-
ments and the projects
launched under the BJIP-led
state government.

Taking a jibe at the UP gov-
ernment, Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav said the Uttar
Pradesh administration is nam-
ing things after the Prime Min-
ister because their “own chair”
is about to be snatched away.

Speaking to reporters at an
event in Deoria, Yadav said,
“This Chief Minister is known
for changing names. They are
naming things after the Prime
Minister because their own
chair is about to be snatched
away. Those who are leaving
want to put someone else's
name so that they leave a mark.
The double-engine government
has not done any work for the
public. People who are leaving
only want to leave their name as
a reminder.”
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INDIA CONDEMNS
HOUTHI ATTACKS
ON TWO AIRPORTS
IN SAUDI ARABIA

HT Correspondent

letters @hindustantsmes com

MEW DELHI: India on Thursday
condemned Houthi-claimed
attacks on two airports in Saudi
Arabia that killed three peaple
and injured more than 30 oth-
crs, and reiterated its position
that the targeting of civilian
infrastructure is completely
unaccepiable.

This was the second time in
recent weeks that the Indian
sitle expressed concern over the
targeting of Saudi Arabia by
Yemen's Houthi rebels. New
Delhi denounced an attempted
drone attack on the holy city of
Malkkah in mid-September, call-
ing for the carly restoration of
perce and stability in the region,

A statement from the exter-
nal affairs ministry condemned
attacks over the past few days
that targeted Abha interna-
tional airport and King Khalid
international airport in Rivadh,
resulting in civilian deaths and
injuries.

“The targeting of civilian
infrastructure is completely
unacceptable. We express our
decpest condolences to the fam-
ilies of those who have lost their
loved ones,” the statermnent said.
“We express solidarity and
stand with the people and gov-
ernment of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.”

Three civilians were killed
and 36 injured in the Houthi-
claimed attacks on the airports,
according to the Saudi General
Authority of Civil Aviation
(GACA

The airports were targeted in
two separate attacks on Tuesday
and Wednesday.

‘Two wormen, & Morocoan and
an Algerian, were killed and 28
others injured in the attack on
Abha international airport. The
attack on King Khalid interna-
tional airport killed a Sudanese
national and injured eight oth-
Ers.

Sandi-backed Yemeni lorces
from the country's globally rec-

ised povernment are fight-
ing the Houthi rebeels, who have
seized a swathe of territory near
the strategic Bab al-Mandeb
Strait, which connects the Hed
Sea to the Gulf of Aden.
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U.P. okays move to rename
Jewar airport after Modi

Cabinet passes resolution to thank PM for ‘gifting’ State its largest airport; Adityanath lauds Modi

for helping U.P. emerge as a ‘model of world-class infrastructure; and initiatives such as PM-Kisan

The Hindu Bureau
LUCKNOW

he Uttar Pradesh
T Cabinet on Friday
approved a propo-

sal to rename the Noida In-
ternational Airport at Je-
war after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Announc-
ing the decision, Chief Mi-
nister Yogi Adityanath
thanked the PM for “gift-
ing” Uttar Pradesh its lar-
gest airport at Jewar, which
he said is poised to “be-
come the nation’s largest
aviation hub in the future”.

“Therefore, the Council
of Ministers has also
passed a resolution to re-
name Noida International
Airport as ‘Narendra Modi
International Airport, Noi-
da-Jewar’,” said M
Adityanath.

Mr. Modi had laid the
foundation stone of the
greenfield Noida Interna-
tional Airport at Jewar on

The Cabinet has cleared a proposal to change Jewar airport's name
to Narendra Modi International Airport, Noida-Jewar. FILE PHOTO

November 25, 202, He in-
augurated its Phase-l1 on
March 28. Commercial
flights started on June 15.

‘World-class infra’

The CM also praised Mr.
Modi for helping U.PR
emerge as a model of
world-class infrastructure.
“Thanks to the visionary
thinking of the Honourable

Prime Minister, Shri Naren-
dra Modiji, Uttar Pradesh
has emerged as a new mo-
del of world-class infras-
tructure and connectivity.
Forty-two national high-
ways, spanning 2,483 kilo-
metres, have been con-
structed in the state at a
cost of approximately
60,000 crore,” said Mr.
Adityanath.

He added that the Delhi-
Saharanpur-Dehradun,
Delhi-Meerut and Kanpur-
Lucknow Expressways had
been completed, adding
that the Delhi-Ghaziabad-
Meerut Namo Bharat rapid
rail system, built at a cost of
¥30,000 crore, had begun
operations, along with me-
tro network expansion in
Lucknow, Kanpur, Agra,
Meerut, Ghaziabad and
Noida-Greater Noida.

Highlighting  welfare
measures, the CM said
more than three crore
farmers in U.P. had re-
ceived over Tl lakh crore
under the Pradhan Mantri
(PM)-Kisan Samman Nidhi.

Mr. Adityanath also
thanked the PM for initia-
tives such as including loan
waivers for 86 lakh small
and marginal farmers, over
¥3.30 lakh crore in sugar-
cane payments and hous-
ing for more than 65 lakh
poor families.
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UP Cabinet passes proposal to rename Noida
airport as Narendra Modl Internatlonal Airport

Bhupendra Pandey
Lucknow, October9

THE UTTAR Pradesh govern-
ment passed a proposal to re-
name Noida International Air-
port as ‘Narendra Modi
International Airportina Cabi-
net meeting on Friday morn-
ing. CM Yogi Adityanath said
the decision was taken tomark
completion of 25 years of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's pub-
lic life and express the state gov-
ernment’s gratitude for his
“suidance and contribution” to
the state’s development.

“The Noida International
Airport is a major gift to Uttar
Pradesh from the Prime Min-
ister,” said Adityanath. “In the
coming years, this airport will
takethe state'seconomy, indus-
try, tourismand global connec-
tivity to new heights. With this
verysentiment, the Cabinet has

Flights from the airport currently connect passengers to five
destinations across the country. expaess

passed the proposal.”

The Cabinet passed a con-
gratularory resolution. On Oc-
tober 7, Modi completed 25
vears as head of a government.

The airport, which was in-
augurated by Modi in March, is
the second international air-
port in the National Capital Re-
gion. Commercial operations

kicked offin June.

Flights from NIA currently
connect passengersto five des-
tinations across the country:
Amritsar, Bengaluru, Hydera-
bad, Jammu and Navi Mum-
bai. By the end of this year, in-
ternational flight operations
are expected to begin.

Designed and built by an

arm of Zurich Airport Interna-
tional AG, the airport opened
after a nearly two-year delay.
The initial phase includes a
single runway and passenger
terminal capacity handling up
to 12 million passengers an-
nually. The second phase isex-
pected to be operational in
2031-32. Adityanath described
NIAasthestate’s largest airport
and said it will be developed
into one of the country’s major
aviation hubs, strengthening
connectivity with the express-
ways built across the state.

The CM said the PM’s 25-
year journey in public life had
been guided by the principles
of “service, dedicarion and na-
tion first™. “It is not merely a
journey of power or govern-
ance, but one from public ser-
vice to public welfare and from
public participation to public
trust,” he said.
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UP's Jewar airport tobe
renamed after PM Modi

New Delhi: T]I- In I ulesh cabinet on Fridoy

approved a progaosal o e b Nawdda International
Alrpo J-.l.'..sl a5 ‘\ I 1 Mo Intermational Adr-
i, "‘. ] -Jew chi 'I' pvimister Yol Ayl s

Bricfing n:m-c::rl! Ts, .'|.t||1_1. nnaoth said thestate cabinel was
gerae el font b Prime Misdsier r|||'l|1|'1i1|u||'l.wl ek i
described as a major gift o Uttar Pradesh PTI
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Jewar Airport to be renamed
Narendra Modi Int’l Airport

Airport to complement IGI, ease NCR’s growing passenger load

OUR CORRESPOMDENT
Crreater Noida, October 9

The Noida International
Airport in Jewar will be
renamed Narendra Modi
International Airport after
the Uttar Pradesh cabinet
approved a proposal to
this effect on Friday. Chief
minister Yogi Adityanath
announced the decision
at a press conference fol-
lowing a cabinet meeting
chaired by him.

The renaming proposal
comes as the airport pre-
pares to play a larger role
in meeting the growing
aviation demand in the
National Capital Region
(NCR). Located in Gau-
tam Buddh Nagar district,
the greenfield airport is
expected to improve con-
nectivity for passengers
from Noida, Greater Noida
and other parts of western
Uttar Pradesh.

The airport’s first phase
has been designed to han-
dle around 12 million pas-
sengers annually. Spread
across more than 1,300
hectares, the project is
also expected to support
cargo operations, attract
investment and generate
employment opportunities
as its capacity expands.

A major component

» Tnmmhg proposal comes as the airport prepares to play
a larger role in meeting the growing aviation demand in
the MCR. Located in Gantam Buddh Nagar district, the green-
field airport is expected to improve connectivity for passen-
gers from Moida, Greater Noida and other parts of western UP

» A major component of the airpoart’s development plan is the
integration of multiple transport options

» The airpart’s first phase has been designed to handle
around 12 million passengers annually. Spread across more

L

than 1,300 hectares, the project is also expected to support
cargo operations, m:thmml generate employ-
ment opportunities as its capacity expands

of the airport’s develop-
ment plan is the integra-
tion of multiple transport
options. A ground trans-
portation centre is being
developed to facilitate pas-
senger movement between
the airport and different

parts of the region.

The proposed facili-
ties include metro con-
nectivity, high-speed rail
links, bus services, taxis
and parking for private
vehicles.

The airport is expected

to complement Delhi's
Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport and help
distribute the growing
passenger load across the
NCE. Improved road and
rail connectivity will be
crucial to ensuring conve-
nient access for travellers
from Delhi and neighbour-
ing districts.

Plans also envisage link-
ing the airport with the
proposed Delhi-Varanasi
high-speed rail corridor,
although the connectiv-
ity project will depend on
further development and
implementation.

Environmental sustain-
ability is another key focus
of the airport project. Its
development plans include
measures to reduce carbon
emissions and improve
energy efficiency, with the
stated ambition of achiev-
ing net-zero emissions.

The cabinet’s approval
marks a key step in the
proposed change of name.
The airport is expected to
emerge as an important
aviation and economic hub
for Uttar Pradesh, with its
long-term impact depend-
ing on the expansion of
passenger services, trans-
port infrastructure and
supporting commercial
activity.
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Bomb threat
email triggers
security sweep
at airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT
Kolkata, October 8

Security agencies launched
a precautionary search at
Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International (NSCBI)
airport on Thursday after
an email warning of a
bomb at the facility was
received by the authorities.

THE THREAT PROMPTED
OFFICIALSTO ACTI-
VATE THE AIRPORT'S
ESTABLISHED SECU-
RITY PROTOCOL, WITH
PERSONNEL CARRYING
OUTCHECKS ACROSS
THE PREMISES

The threat prompted
officials to activate the air-
port's established security
protocol, with personnel
carrying out checks across
the premises to rule out
the presence of any explo-
sive or suspicious object.
Officials said the verifica-
tion process was under
way and details about the
origin of the email were yet
to be ascertained.

The latest alert comes
amid a series of similar
threats received by Kolkata
airport in recent months,
most of which have subse-
quently turned out to be
hoaxes after exhaustive
searches.

In February, a bomb
threat note discovered
aboard an IndiGo flight
bound for Shillong from
Kolkata led to the evacu-
ation of engers and a
detailed lﬁ:;ic[ign?'t_ No sus-
picious material was found
and the aircraft was later
cleared for departure.

Further details on Thurs-
day’s alert are awaited.
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Yogi: Jewar int'l airport
to be renamed after Modi

HAMITA BAJPAL @ Lucknow

THE Uttar Pradesh cabinet,
chaired by Chief Minister Yogi
Aditvanath, on Friday passed a
rezolution to rename the Noida
International Alrport at Jewar
as ‘Narendra Modi Interna-
tional Airport. “The
Council of Ministers
expresses its gratitude
to PM Narendra Modi
for gifting the state No-
ida International Air-
port at Jewar. It has ap-
proved a proposal to name it
Narendra Modi International
Adrport.” Yogi said.

The cabinet also passed a res-
olution to mark PM Modi's 25
yvears of public service as the
head of agovernment {starting

his tenure as Gujarat chief
minister im 2001).

The airport, inaugurated in
March 2026, was developed by
the Yamuna International Adr-
port Private Limited, a subsidi-
ary of Swiss firm Zurich Air-

port International AG, in
association with the No-
ida International Air-

port Limited, which is
the implementing agen-
cy on behalf of the UP
government.
Yogi said that UP took
pride in PM Modi represent-
ing the state as an MP

The state is scheduled to go
to elections next year The state
is grappled with administra-
tive inefficiency and a lack of
basic amenities, reports said.
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#‘f.::’.,:‘,'{,'::," Jewar airport to be

after PM Modi named after PM Modi

i . PM laid the foundation stone of the Greenfield

Noida International Airport at |Jewar on
The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet on Nowvember 25, 2021. He officially inaugurated its
Friday approved a proposal Phase-l on March 28, 2026. Commercial flights

to rename the Noida

International Airport at started on June 15.

lewar s Harendrs Modi Developed as the second international
International Airport, Noida- airport for the Delhi-NCR region under a public-
L‘E&u}rar'. CI':EE:I!I'nistEI' Yogi private partnership between the UP
Syanaty sak: Government and Zurich Airport International
Briefing reporters after a : 7 s &
Cabinetmeeting Adityanath AG, it aims to significantly boost regional
said the State Cabinet was logistics and connectivity.

grateful to Prime Minister
Maodi for the airport, which he
described as a major gift to
Uttar Pradesh.

“The Council of Ministers of
Uttar Pradesh expresses its
gratitude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for gifting the
state the Noida International
Airport at |ewar. The Cabinet
has approved a proposal ©
name it Narendra Modi
International Airport, Noida-
|ewar,” the chief minister said.

The airport was set to
emerge as Uttar Pradesh's
largest airport and a major avi-
ation hub in the country, he
said. Adityanath said the State
Cabinet also expressed its
appreciation for Modi's vision-
ary leadership, inspiring guid-
ance, and unwavering, contn-
ued commitment to the state.
The CM said the Cabinet once
again expressed its apprecia-
tion for the PM's leadership.

CONTINUED ON »» P4
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UP Govt Renames Noida
Airport After PM Modi

Decision Taken To Mark 25 Years Of His Publlc Life, Says CM

Shafaque Alam
@timesofindiacom

Gujarat chief minister in

Noida: Nearly four months
after flight operations began
from Noida International
Airport, the state cabinet on
Friday renamed it Narendra
Maodi International Airport,
Noida-Jewar: Chief minister
Yogi Adityanath said the de-
cision was taken to mark the
completion of 25 years of the
PM's public life

While the renaming will
not affect the airport’s TATA
code DXN, it will require
changes to official name dis-
plays, bramling and booking-
related information.

“Noida International Air-
port is a major gift to UP from
the PM. In the coming years,
te's ccomomy, industry touo-
rism and global connectivity
to new heights. With this very
sentiment, the cabinethas pas-
sodl the proposal,” the CM said.

Yogi also credited the PM
for UP's industrial growth, its
development as a major IT
hub and the expansion of so-
cial welfare schemes to cover

While the renaming will not affect the airport's ll:nlmdel)m ILwiu
require changes to official name displays, branding & booking-refated info

croresof beneficiaries. Hesa-
id nnder Prime Minister's le-
adership and guidance, the
state govt will continue wor-
king with full energy, sinceri-
ty and commitment to realise
the resolve of “Viksit Uttar
Pradesh, Viksit Bharat-2047".

Referring to Modi's links
with UR, the CM said the PM
wasan elected representative
from Kashi. He recalled the
PM's 2014 visit to Kashi, when

hi had said that “Maa Ganga
has called me™. Since then, he
said, the relationship betwe-
en Kashiand the PM had gone
beyond political representa-
tion, with a new bond emer-
ging between the develop-
ment of Kashi, its spiritnal
renaissance and the overall
development of UP

PM completed 25 years as
the head of agovt on Oct 7, be-
ginning with his tenure as

2001. “This is a glorions chap-
ter in Indian democratic his-
tory This 25-yearjourney has
been guided by the spirit of
service, dedication and na-
tion first,” Yogi said.

Jewar MLA  Dhirendra
Singh said renaming the air-
port“isatributetothe visiona-
1y leadership that has trans-
formed Jewar from a prodomi-
nantly mral region into an

While MNoida ]mcrnatm—
nal Airport did not comment
on the issue, Yamuna Aathao-
rity and Noida International
Airport Limited CEQ RK
Singh said they will ensure
compliance with govt order.

The foundation stome of
the afrport, developed by Ya-
muma International Airport
Private Limited, a subsidiary
of Swiss firm Zurich Airport
International AG, was laid by
PMon Nowv 25, 2001, and domes-
tic flight operations began on
Jume 15 this year after he inau-
gurated it International fight
operations are expected to
commence in Dec this year:
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Saudi says a pilot among 3 who
died in attacks on Riyadh airport

Saudia Aircraft
Hit; Several People
Of Different
Nationalities Hurt

Beirui: An aidine pilot was
among three Saudi citizens
killed in attacks targeting Riy-
adh’s King Khalid Internatio-
nal Airport and a Saundia air-
craft, the kingdom’s civil avia-
veral people “of different
nationalities” were wonnded.
The attacks Thursday were
the deadliest in Sandi Arabia
since the kingdom and allied
forces in neighboaring Yemen
launched a major military of-
femsive against Yemen's Iran-
backed Houthi rebels last wee-
kend. They also marked a sig-
nificamt escalation on the late-
stfront in the [ran war. UN Sp-
ecial Enwoy Hans
was scheduled to brief the Se-
curity Council on develop-
ments in Yemen later Friday
By Friday afternoon, atle-
ast 124 flights to and from Riy-
adh had been cancelled after
hundreds more were cancel-
led a day earlier, according to
flight-tracking site FlightA-

Smoke and flames rise from King Khalid Airport in Rivadh Thursday

ware. Air India, FlyDubai,
Lufthansa Group and Pakis-
tan International Airlines
were among the airines that
suspended flights toand from
Riyadh and other Saudi air-
ports for next few days.

The Furopean Union Avia-
tion Safety Agency has expan-
ded its gnidance on Sandi air-
space, noting the Houthis' abi-
lity to strike tarpets deoper in-
side the kingdom, inclhoding
Rivadh, and a “greater focus
The latest guidance adds that

“recurrent missile and drone
attacks, together with the acti-
vation of air-defence systems,
create an increased risk of mi-
sidentification of civil air-
craft, as well as risks associa-
ted with missile and drone
overflights, interception acti-
vityand falling debris.”

The first attack Thuorsday
targeted airport facilities, whi-
le the second struck the air-
craft, the Sandi statoment sa-
id. It did not identify those re-
sponsible, thongh the Houthis
claimed to have targeted the

airport withaballistic missile.
Among the dead was Capt.
Hamoud Ali Alkalthami, the
Saudia Croup said in a state-
ment. [t appeared to be the
first confirmed attack on the
Saudi national carrier since
thenew offensive began. A se-
parate Sandia Group state-
ment said one of its aircraft
was damaged while it was on
the ground, with no passeng-
ers on board. The aviation
statementalsosaid the injuri-
es to citizens and people of
other nationalities “ranged
from minor to serions.™
Meanwhile, the Sandi-led
coalifion fighting the Hout-
hissaid ithad destroyed three
rocket launch platforms used
by the rebels to threaten re-
gional securify Residents in
Yemen's capital of Sanaa he-
ard heavy explosions over-
night into Friday as intense
fighting between the Houthis
and Saudi-led forces continn-
ed. Aneces al-Asbahi, spoke-
sperson for the Houthi-run
health ministry, said on X
that twoof the overnight stri-
keson Sanaa by the Sandi-led
coalition injured six people,
including a child. Saudi aut-
horities have not confirmed
thestrikes on Sanaa. reuters
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Al Al Exp, Akasa Air hike
fuel surcharges

NEW DELHI, Oct 8: Air India, Air India Express and Akasa
Air on Thursday announced a hike in fuel surcharges for do-
mestic and international flights with effect from October 9
amid soaring jet fuel prices.

Air India said aviation turhine fuel (ATF) prices have wit-
nessed significant volatility in recent months, driven largely by
geopolitical developments and sustained pressure on global
energy markets. “The latest increase in fuel prices has further
elevated operating costs for airlines, with fuel continuing to
account for a substantial proportion of overall airline expendi-
ture,” the statement said. Akasa Air said the sustamed increase
in ATF prices has led to the increase in fuel surcharges. Akasa
Aar had introduced fuel surcharges for domestic and mterna-
tional flights in March. The surcharges for domestic services
was withdrawn and has now been re-introduced.

The fuel surcharge revision comes days after the country's
largest airline, IndiGo, hiked its surcharges.

ATF accounts for around 40 per cent of an airline’s opera-
tional costs. For domestic flights, the revised fuel surcharges
range from Rs 400 to Rs 1,200, depending on the distance.
Fuel surcharges for international flights vary from USD 55 to
USD 215, depending on the region and country. — PT1
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Airlines seek release of funds arising from VAT relief on ATF

I!uhlt Vaid
New Dalhi

Airlines have sought the re-
lease of funds arising from
the relief on value added tax
(VAT) on Aviation Turbine
Fuel (ATF). Qil marketing
companies are withholding
these funds to recover losses
incurred from selling ATF m
reduced prices in June this
vear, they alleged.

KEPT OUT OF LOOP
The withholding of funds has
added to their financial pres-
sure, said airline sources,
adding that they plan to ap-
proach the Centre to secure
their release as jet fuel prices
rise again. The carriers said
OMCs had not informed
them at the time of the June
sales that the losses would
subsequently be recovered
by withholding VAT refunds.
According to the sources,
had such a recovery plan
been communicated in ad-
vance, airlines would have
increased fares then to ac-

count for the non-availabil-
ity of VAT refunds. However,
recovering those costs now
would mean passing on the
burden arising from June's
fuel sales to passengers trav-
elling roday. That would be
unfair to passengers, they
said, especially when they
are facing higher fuel sur-
charges already,

MNevertheless, the carriers
gaid their dire financial situ-
ation could leave them with
little choice but to increase
fares and truncate flight
operations.

THE BACKSTORY

OMCs held domestic ATF
prices steady through May
and June to limit the impact
of higher fuel costs on air-
lines. On June 1, it was offi-
cially revealed that domestic
jet fuel sales were resulting
in under-recoveries of about
T30 per litre for OMCs, At
that time, a temporary VAT
reduction relief measure was
provided at two major avi-
ation hubs.

Consequently, Delhi

\wmm-%‘:':@

BRACING FOR IMPACT. The carriers said their dire financial
situation could leave them with little choice but to increase fares

lowered the levy from 25 per
cent to 7 per cent, while Ma-
harashtra reduced it from 18
per cent to 7 per cent, both
for six months, Besides, on
June 3, the Union Cabinet
cleared budgetary support of
up to 10,000 crore for an
ATF  Price Stabilisation
Fund. The arrangement en-
visaged interest-free ad-
vances o OMCs to enable
stable fuel pricing for air-
lines joining the scheme.
businessline reported in
July that the scheme had
lapsed as no domestic carrier
had entered into the re-
quired Moll with OMCs.
With fuel costs rising
again, Civil Aviation Minis-

ter K Ram Mohan Naiduo told
reporters on October 6 that
the government was examin-
ing a revival of the scheme,
Waidu said changes to the
framework could be con-
sidered after consultations
with airlines and OMCs. The
Ministry was discussing fuel
surcharges and airfares with
both sides to arrive ar a
middle ground, he said.

THE AFTEREFFECT

On the other hand, rising
fuel prices prompted airlines
tolevy higher fuel charges on
passengers ahead of the fest-
ival season. IndiGo's revised
fuel charges came into effect
for new bookings on October

6. These range from 375 1o
1,300 on domestic routes
and from T1,000 o T10,000
on international services.
According to the airline, ATF
prices rose by more than 14
per cent over the previous
month, pushing fuel costs o
among the highest levels re-
corded in the past decade.

Air India and Ajr India Ex-
press also revised their fuel
surcharges for new bookings
from October 9. Their do-
mestic one-way charges
range from ¥400 to ¥1,200,
based on the distance flown.

Similarly, Akasa Air intro-
duced domestic fuel charges
ranging from ¥375 to 11,150
from October 9.

Meanwhile, the Federa-
tion of Indian Airlines
flagged the industry'’s finan-
cial difficulties in a Septem-
ber 25 letter seeking govern-
ment interventiomn.
Accordingly, it proposed a
cost-plus mechanism for do-
mestic ATF pricing, a fixed-
rate excise levy and an exten-
sion of tax and airport-
charge relief.
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AirlIndiaups
fuel surcharges
for flights

NEW DELHI, PTE Adr India
and Air India Express on
Thursday announced a
hike in fuel surcharges for
domestic and internatonal
Mights with effect from
Ocrober 9, amid sparing jer
fuel prices.

Aar India said ATF prices
have witmessed significant
volatility in recent months,
driven largely by geopolitical
developments and sustained
pressure on global energy
markers,

For domestic Nights, the
revised fuel surcharges
range from Rs 400 o Rs
1200, depending on the dis-
tance. Fuel surcharges for
international Mights vary
from 55105215, depending
on the region and country.

Separately, Akusa Airwill
startlevying fuel surcharges
for domestic Nights as well
as increase surcharges for
international services from
October 9. Depending on
distance, thesurcharges will
vary from Rs 375 to Rs 1,150
for domestic flights and in
the case of overseasservices,
the revised surcharge is Rs
2,500,
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Akasa, Al fares up

NEW DELHI

Air India and Air India Ex-
press have revised fuel sur-
charges from October 8,
ranging from 2400 to ¥©.200 on
domestic flights and $55 1o
$215 on international routes.
Akasa Air has introduced sur-
charges of 375 to 1,150 on do-
mestic flights and ¥2,500 on
select international routes for
new bookings from October 9.
IndiGo revised its charges

from October 6, citing rising

aviation fuel prices, “The con-
tinuous rise in the fuel prices,
with the latest month-on-
month increase exceeding 14%,
has taken ATF costs to levels
that are amongst the highestin
the last decade,” IndiGo said.
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UAE: Flydubai co-pilot took two Tel Aviv flights to
familiarise himself with route, was inspired by 9/11

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes.com

DUBAI/CAIRO: An Omani flydu-
bai co-pilot had intended to
seize a Dubai-Tel Aviv flight
and crash it into a terminal at
Israel’s Ben Gurion Airport on
September 30 in a suicide
attack before he was thwarted
by the captain, the UAE attor-
ney general said on Friday.
Attorney General Hamad
Saif al Shamsi's statement did
not appear to implicate flydu-
bai in any wrongdoing, and
contained the most detailed
account yet from prosecutors
about what they believe to have
happened. Flydubai was not

immediately available for com-
ment.

The plan was inspired by the
September 11, 2001, attacks on
the US, UAE public prosecutors
think, as a result of their crimi-
nal investigation launched on
October L.

It found the suspect had used
two previous flights to Tel Aviv
to “familiarise himself with the
flight route and the airport”,
the state news agency WAM
reported. It is the first public
confirmation of the co-pilot’s
S/l inspiration.

The aircraft was in Saudi air-
space when the co-pilot
attacked the captain with a
crash axe, typically kept in the

cockpit for use during emer-
gencies.

The incident caused the air-
liner to plunge 16,000 feet
(4,900 meters) in 30 seconds
before the attacker was over-
whelmed and two other pilots
who were on board landed the
aircraft safely in Saudi Arabia.
The suspect was transferred to
the UAE, flydubai’s home coun-
try.

Investigators examined flyd-
ubai's recruiting procedures
and found the suspect had met
all professional and security
requirements, including hold-
ing a pilot’s licence and provid-
ing a certificate of good con-
duct.

“However, none of the proce-
dures revealed any indications
of his extremist views or his
intention to carry out a terror-
ist plot,” Al Shamsi added.

He said the 29-year-old had
worked for airlines in different
countries including Oman Air
before joining flydubai in Janu-
ary 2026.

The investigation found
there were signs of the suspect
drifting towards “extremism
and terrorism” as early as 2017,
while he was studying in Aus-
tralia.

Royal Air Maroc has said
that he underwent three
months of training there in
2025, but that his application to

work for the airline afterwards
was rejected.

UAE officials have not iden-
tified the suspect; however, a
person with direct knowledge
of the matter told Reuters he
had been identified as Ham-
mam al-Hammami, an Omani
national.

Al Shamsi said the suspect
had told investigators he had
prepared psychologically and
physically for the attack by
viewing material promoting
terrorism and taking boxing
lessons.

Saudi Arabia has launched a
separate safety investigation
into flight FZ1073, sources told
Reuters.
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EU aviation
agency widens
SaudiArabia
airspacealert

Reuters
Brussels, October 9

THE EUROPEAN Union Avi-
ation Safety Agency EASA said
on Friday it recommended air-
lines not to operate in addi-
tional portions of Saudi air-
space after Yemen's
Iran-aligned Houthis attacked
Rivadh airport.

Inanupdated conflict zone
information bulletin for Saudi
Arabiaairspace, initially issued
on September 30, the EU regu-
lator said recent attacks had
demonstrated the ability and
intent of the Houthis to strike
targetsdeeper inside Saudi ter-
ritory, including the capital.
EASA added a further area in
north-western Saudi Arabia
into the advisory.

Saudi Arabia'scivil aviation
authority said Bearlier on Fri-
day that three Saudi nationals
were killed and several people
were injured in two attacks on
King Khalid International Air-
port in Riyadh on Thursday.

“These recurrent missile and
drone attacks, togetherwith the
activation of air-defence sys-
tems, create an increased risk of
misidentification of civil air-
craft, as well as risks associated
with missile and drone over-
flights, interception activity and
falling debris,” EASA said.
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Al Express, Al, Akasa Air hike fuel
surcharges amid rising ATF costs

OUR CORRESPONDERT
New Dellid, October 8

Air India and Air India
Express on Thursday
announced hiking fuel sur-
charges for domestic and
international flights, while
Akasa Air raised the sur-
charge for overseas flights
due to soaring jet fuel costs.

The hike in fuel sur-
charges from October 9
will push airfares higher
as airlines look at ways to
partially offset the rising
operational costs.

Air India and Air India
Express, which previously
revised fuel surcharges
in April, have increased
them by Rs 101 to Rs 301
for domestic flights. For
international services, the
hike ranges from $5 to $15.

Akasa Air has re-intro-
duced the fuel surcharge
for domestic services and
increased it for interna-
tional flights. The airline,
which introduced the sur-
charges in March, later
withdrew them for domes-
tic flights.

In a statement on Thurs-
day, Air India said Aviation
Turbine Fuel (ATF) prices
have witnessed significant
volatility in recent months,
driven | opoliti-
cal devdaﬁ:rale?lyugemﬁzus-
tained pressure on global
energy markets.

“The latest increase in
fuel prices has further ele-
vated operating costs for
airlines, with fuel continu-
ing to account for a substan-
tial proportion of overall
airline expenditure,” the

statement said.

For domestic flights,
Air India and Air India
Express have revised fuel
surcharges ranging from Rs
400 to Rs 1,200, depending
on the distance.

Fuel surcharges for
international flights vary
from $55 to $215, depending
on the region and country.

According to the state-
ment, the two airlines will
levy Rs 400 and Rs 600
as fuel surcharges for dis-
tances of 0-500 kilometre
and 501,000 km, respec-
tively. The amount will be
Rs 850 for 1,001-1,500 km
and Rs 1,200 for 1,501 km
and above.

With respect to interna-
tdonal routes, the fuel sur-
charge will be 855 for West
Asia/ Middle East and $135
for Europe, including the
UK. The fuel surcharge will
be $210 for Aunstralia and
%215 for North America.

Akasa Airsaid in a
statement that sustained
increases in Aviation Tur-
bine Fuel (ATF) prices,
driven by ongoing geopo-
litical developments in the
Middle East, have led to
higher fuel surcharges.

Depending on distance,
the surcharges will vary
from Rs 375 to Rs 1,150 for
domestic flights and in the
case of overseas services,
the revised surcharge is Rs
2,500.

For 0-500 km, Akasa Air
will levy a fuel surcharge of
Rs 375 and Rs 600 for the
distance of 501 - 1,000 km.
The fuel surcharge will be
Rs 900 and Rs 1,150 for the
distance of 1,001-1,500 km
and 1,501 km and above,
respectively.

For international routes,
Akasa Air has revised the
fuel surcharge to Rs 2,500.

In March, Akasa Air
introduced fuel surcharges
ranging from Rs 199 to Rs
1,300 for domestic and
international flights.

“ATF constitutes a sig-
nificant component of air-
line operating costs, and
the continued increase in
fuel prices has placed sus-
tained pressure on airline
operating costs across the
industry“In view of the pre-
vailing fuel price environ-
ment, Akasa Air has taken
a measured approach to

partially offset the impact,”
Akasa Air said.
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AirIndia, Akasahike fuel surcharges as ATF pricessoar

STATES MANNEWS SERVICE
New Dell, @ Ootober

Alr India, Afr India Express
and Akasa Air have incre ased
ot introduced fuel surcharges
oendomesticand nternational
flights from 9 October joining
[ndiGa in passing on part of
the burden of rising aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) prices o
PR SETPETS,

The latest revisions come
three days alter IndiGo
announced its second [uel
surcharge hike since March
With ATF accounting lor
around 40 per cent of an
Indian airinesoperating costs,
Lthe sharp increase in jet fuel
prices has added to cost
pressures across the aviation
industry

The ongoing West Asia
conllict, which began in late
February fellowing US and
lsraeli altacks on lran, has
disrupted global crude oil
supplies and pushaed energy

prices higher. ATF prices in
Delhi have climbed from
around Rs 110 per litre Lo
approximately Bs 137 per litre,
inchiding 213 per cenl inerease
in October alone

Air India and Air India
Express have increased their
domestic fuel surcharges to
Rs400-Rs 1200 against the
earlier range of Rs 200-Rs
£99. The revised charges are
hased on ﬂu:.hl distance and
represent  increases  of
approximately 33 per cent Lo
60 per cent across the e
distance calegories.

For flights covering up to
500 km, the surcharge has
risen 34 per cent 1o Rs 400,
Journeys between 501 km
and 1000 kim will attract a
charge of Bs 600, up 50 per
cent from the earlier Rs 399,

Forlightscovering 1011500
k. thesurcharpehasinerased
55 per cent to Rs 850, The
charge forthe L501-2,000km
catepory has risen 60 per cent

to Rs 1,200, while [lights
exveeding 2000 kmwill attrad
asurchargeolBEs1200,up 33
per cent from Rs 8949,

The latest mave marks the
AdrIndiagroup's seeondresision
ol domestic [uel surcharges
singe March, when it initially
introduced aflat charge ol Bs
390 per ticket. The airline
subsequently shifted to a
distance-based system in April

The Air India group has
also revised Toel surcharges

onirtermtinalroules, noeasing
charges from the levels
introduced in.July.

Passengers travelling to
North Americaand Australia
will now pay §215, compared
with S200¢arlier. anincrease
ol 7.5 per cent. The surcharge
for Europe, including the UK,
has risen 8 per cent o 5135
[rom $125, while the charge
For West Asia and the Middle
Easthasinereased 10percent
L0 &55 [rom S50,

However, the revised
internationalecharges remain
below the peak levelsimposed
in April. The surcharge for
North Americaand Awstralia
is around 23 per cent below
its April peak of S280, while
the Europe charge is
approximately 34 per cent
lower than the earlier peak
The West Asia surcharge, by
contrast, is 10 percent higher
than its Aprillevel.

Explaining the decision, the
Adr i proupeaid (hectuations

in ATF prices, driven by
gropoliical developmentsand
pressure on global energy
murkets hadinresesdopeniting
expenses. The airline group
added that fuel continued to
account forasubstantial share
ol overall airline expendinmre,

Akasa Air has introdueed
adistance-based el surdharge
for domestic ights, replacing
it earlier svstem that linked
charges to Might duration.

Under the revised strocture,
passengers will pay Rs 375
For Rights covering up 1o 500
km. Bs 600 [or journeys
between 501 km and 1000
km, and Rs 900 [or [lights
between LOOL km and 1500
km. Flights covering L501km
and abovewdll alt et asurheape
ol Bs 1150,

Theaidne has abointrocheed
A uniform international feel
surcharge of Bs 2500 on Mights
between India and Kuwait,
Cratar, Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
Thailand and Vietnam,
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Air India and Air India
Express up fuel surcharge

Cite rise in ATF prices amid ME conflict

#NEW DELHI
Flyers will have to shell out more for
plane tickets as Air India and Air
India Express have announced an
increase in fuel surcharges on domes-
tic and select international routes
due to the rise in Aviation Turbine
Fuel (ATF) prices amid the continu-
ing Middle East conflict. The Tata
Group airlines have followed leading
domestic carrier IndiGo in increasing
the fuel surcharge.

“ATF prices have remained vola-
tile in recent months amid geopo-
litical developments and sustained

pressure on global energy markets.
The latest increase has pushed up
airline operating costs, with fuel
accounting for a substantial share of
overall expenditure,” the Tata
Group airlines said.

Air India and Air India Express
have revised their one-way domestic
fuel surcharge, with the levy ranging
from Rs 400 to Rs 1,200 depending
on the flight distance.

The revised surcharge will be Rs
400 for flights up to 500 km, while
jouneys between 501 and 1,000 km
will attract a Rs 600 surcharge. IANS
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Air India Express to
add 5 routes from KIA

Tinets News Network

ir India Express will launch five new
4 A rontes from Kempegowda Internation-
al Adrport (KIA)as part of its Winter Sched-
ule M6, beginning Oct 25,

The airline will introduce daily flights
connecting Bengalorn with Madurai, Coim-
batore, Jodhpur and Goa (Mopa). It will also
launcha daily international service to Kath-
mandn. The new routes are part of AirIndia
Express' largest winter schedule, whichwill
see the airline operate 585 daily flights, in-
chidingupto 150 nternational omes.
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Airfares soar as train services hit:
slight rise in last-minute bookings

Times News Merwoms

New Delhi: The unprecedented clamp-
down in Delhi in the wake of CJP pro-
test, inclnding cancellation of several
trains to the city, saw a “slight increase™
in last-minute bookings on flights to and
from Indira Gandhi International Air-
port{(IGIA) for this weckend. Airfareson
some routes saw a surge, too.

Travel industry insiders said the
shift conld become more pronounced if
the agitation and the restrictions on mo-
vement continne longer as the fostive se-
ason begins Monday with Navratri.

“There has becn a slight increase in bo-
okings on Delhi flights for this weekend. It
is too early to say anything for sure in
termsof train and bus passengers moving
toairas the weckend flights in the pre-festi-
Wi season wore pretty foll and the fares we-
reanyway high,” said an airline official.

Aseniorofficialof aleadingonlinetra-
vel agency (OTA) said: “Till Friday night,
we didn't see a major spike in spot fares

ATRAVEL AGENT SAYS

Those with onward travel plans,
especially international flights,
have limited choices and are
having to buy expensive tickets
to avoid further cancellations or
missing their connections

”~

from Lucknow, Prayagraj and other parts
of UP: Only spot fares on Varanasi-Delhi
route for Satorday were higher by 15%
over a month back. So far, there is nosab-
stantial increase inflight demand.”

OTA sites showed Varanasi-Delhi
one-way fares starting at Rs 6200 and
going up to Rs 14,000 Satorday — higher
than usnal.

The big worry for airlines and
Delhi airport is passengers, crew
members and otherstaff beingabletore-
ach IGIA in time due to the feared large-
scale disruption of metro service and

impacted traffic movement
If the protest continoes for a longer
duration and pushes up demand for air
travel, then airfares — which are any-
way higher due to spiralling operating
costs from higher jet foel prices and a
crashing rupee — will soar further, ac-
cording to travel industry stakeholders.
Ajdrfares from Amritsar surged shar-
ply Friday, with some flights touching Rs
8000 against the nsual one-way fare of
around Rs 4,000, Fares for the Saturday
flight from Ludhiana saw fluctuations
throughout the day, scaringashighas Rs
12,987 before falling to Rs 4,301 at § pm.
“Those withonward travel plans, espe-
clally international flights, have limited
choices and are having to buy expensive
tickets to avoid forther cancellations or
missing their connections.” said Dalip, a
travel agent in Amritsar There wasno big
change in flight and cab fares from Chan-
digarh to Delhi till Friday evening.
(With inputs from Chandigarh,
Amritsar and Ludhiana)
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Aviation after flydubai scare

SHEEHAR SINGH

! N aircraft can have a locked cockepit doar,

multiple security checks, trained pilots

and detailed emergency procedires, vel

none of these safeguands can completely pre-

pare an airline for asituation inwhich the emer-
gency begins inside the cockpit itself.

That is the uncomfortable question facing
the aviation industry after the flydubai ind-
dent, in which an Indian captain was allegedly
attacked by his co-pilot, leaving the Boeing 737
in a mpid descent before the situation was
brought under contral.

An altercation took place in the Dubai to Tel
Aviv flight on September 30. Captain Snut
Machehhar was injured but managed to open
the cockpit door, after which passengers and
crew members intervened. A flydubal cew
member travelling on the flight also helpedin
regaining control of the aircraft.

The aircraft was diverted 1o Tabuk in Satidi
Arabia and landed safely Saudi Arabia has
launched an air-safety investigation under the
I1CAD framewnrk, while the TAE is conducting
acriminal pmbe. The investigations will estab-
lish what happened inside the cockpit.

DIFFICULT QUESTIONS

For Indian aviation, the incident comes at a
time when arhnes are addmg airceraft, recruit-
ing pilots and expanding both domestic and
international operations. It therefore raises a
guestion that 15 diffieult to ignore: howwell pre-
pared is the systern if the person creating the
emergency is not an intruder but someone
who 15 already authorised to fiv the areraft?

India is not without safepuards. The Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation (DGCAY has
detailed procedures for cockpit access and
manning. When one of the two pilots leaves the
cockpit during a non-critical phase of flight, a
cabin erew member is required to enter and
oecupy the observer seat, The cockpit door has

How well preparedis the
systemif the person creating
the emer gency is someonewho
is authorised to fly the aircraft?

to remain locked and the cabin crew member
remains there until the pilot returns,

The procedure is an additional layer of pro-
tection. But it is primarily designed around a
different risk, ensuring that one pilot is not left
alone in the cockpit and preventing unautho-
rised access. The flvdubai episode puts the
spotlight onwhat happens when both pilots are
already inside and the pmblem develops
between them,

MNEED FOR A CONSTANT REVIEW
DrVandana Smj:‘,h,d'hu.rpemunul Avaation Car-

go, Fedemtion of Aviation Industry in India
{FATT), believes the incident 5 a reminder that
aviation safety and secunty cannot betreated as
aset of rules that are checked and lef't alone,

The indiistry, she says, needs to keep review
ing corkpit security, aceess procedures crew
preparedness and emergency response, partic:
ularky for situations that develop suddenty:

“Technology and standard operating proce
dures areimpartant enablers, but trained crew,
effective communication and sound human
Judgement remain eritical when an emergency
unfolds;” Singh says.

That human element has featured in severl

of aviation's most senous cockpit-related inci
dents. The Gemnanwings tragedy in 2015
remains the most prominent example, The co-
pilot of Flight 3525 Incked thecaptain out of the
cockpit and delibermtely initisted a descent
that ended with the aireraft erashing in the
French Alps, killing all 150 people aboard. The
accident prompted repulstors and airlines
worddwide to revisit cockpit access, pilot med-
wal assessments and the balance between
medical confidentality and aviation safety,
India introduced additional cockpit-manning
safeguards after an incident imohving an Air
India flight in 2010, when the commander was
ocked out of the cockepit while the co-pilot
gtrugpled to control the aircraft. The DGCA
subsequently requireda cabin crew memberto
be present in the cockpit whenone of the pilots
leaves durmg non-critical phases of the flight.
India's rules also place emphasis on pilot
medical fitness, DGCA's revised medical
reqguirements, in fore from July 2025, requ ire
the flight crew to meet preseribed physical and
mental fitness standards and hold valid med-
ieal assessments. The regulations provide for
artion where a pilot 15 found medically unfit to
safely perform flying duties. Yot medical certi-
firation can only establish a pilot's fitness at
the time of assessment, It cannot predict every
situation that may dml{:rp afterwards.

That creates a difficult balance for aidines.
Should pilot assessments become more fre-
guent? How should aidines deal with warning
sipns that emerge between medical examina-
tions? Andhowean genuine safety concerns be
addressed without making pilots reluctant to
report medical or personal problems because
they fear profes sional consequences?

The cabin crew becomes animportant part of
that equation. In the fydubai ncdent, the o
sis reqjuired intervention beyond the two pilots.
That mises a practical question: how often are
cabin crews trained fora situation inwhich the
emergenty is inside the flight deck?



	BS DL 10OCT2026.jpg
	BS DL 10OCT2026A.JPG
	TG-KOL-9 OCT.JPG
	AT-GUA-9 OCT.JPG
	AU DL 10OCT2026.JPG
	BL DL 10OCT2026.JPG
	BS DL 10OCT2026.JPG
	BS DL 10OCT2026A.JPG
	BS DL 10OCT2026C.jpg
	DJ DL 10OCT2026.JPG
	DJ RS 10OCT2026.JPG
	FE DL 10OCT2026.jpg
	FE DL 10OCT2026A.JPG
	HH DL 10OCT2026.JPG
	HH DL 10OCT2026A.JPG
	HT-ND-10 OCT.JPG
	HT-PAT-9 OCT.JPG
	HU-ND-10 OCT.JPG
	IE-ND-10 OCT.JPG
	JS DL 10OCT2026.JPG
	MINT DL 10OCT2026.JPG
	MP DL 10OCT2026.jpg
	MP-KOL-9 OCT.JPG
	MS DL 10OCT2026.JPG
	NBT DL 10OCT2026.JPG
	PIO-ND-10-OCT.jpg
	TOI-ND-10 OCT.JPG
	TOI-ND-10 OCT-A.JPG
	AT-GUA-9 OCT.JPG
	AU DL 10OCT2026.jpg
	BL DL 10OCT2026.JPG
	DBU DL 10OCT2026.jpg
	DH-BAN-9 OCT.JPG
	DJ RS 10OCT2026.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-9 OCT.JPG
	HT-ND-10 OCT.JPG
	IE-ND-10 OCT.JPG
	MINT DL 10OCT2026.jpg
	MP-KOL-9 OCT.JPG
	NVT DL 10OCT2026.jpg
	ST DL 10OCT2026.JPG
	toi-AHM--9 OCT.JPG
	TOI-BAN-9 OCT.JPG
	TOI-ND-10 OCT.JPG
	TRI DL 10OCT2026.jpg

