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AAI launches safety training,
holds slot allocation conference

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The Airports
Authority of India (AAI),
regional headquarters (East-
ern Region), has launched a
week-long Safety Manage-
ment System (SMS) training
programme for safety man-
agers, which began on Mon-
day at the city’s Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International
(NSCBI) Airport.

The programme, sched-
uled from September 8 to 12,
is being attended by 25 par-
ticipants representing airports
across the country. It aims to
strengthen the implementation
of SMS at AAl-operated air-
ports in line with global avia-
tion safety standards.

The inaugural session was
jointly conducted by Nivedita
Dubey, regional executive direc-
tor (eastern region), and PR
Beuria, airport director, NSCBI
Airport. In her address, Dubey
underlined the role of safety
management systems in proac-
tively identifying and mitigat-
ing risks in airport operations.
She stressed that continuous

The programme,
scheduled from
September 8 to 12,
is being attended
by 25 participants
representing
airports across

the country

training and capacity building
of safety managers are essen-
tial to enhance passenger safety
and sustain AAT's adherence to
international practices.

Beuria welcomed the par-
ticipants and expressed opti-
mism that the training would
equip safety managers with
improved tools and knowledge
to elevate operational safety
across airports.

The programme will cover
modules such as safety pol-
icy, risk management, safety
assurance, safety promo-
tion, and international regu-
latory requirements. Sessions
are being conducted by senior

faculty members and safety
experts. On the same day, the
slot allocation conference for
domestic flights for the upcom-
ing winter schedule 2025 was
inaugurated virtually by Vipin
Kumar, chairman, AAI, and
Faiz Ahmed Kidwai, director
general, Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA). The
inaugural address was deliv-
ered by Sharad Kumar, member
(operations), AAL

The conference was
attended by representatives of
airlines and other stakehold-
ers at NSCBI Airport. Delib-
erations focused on ensuring
smooth operations, optimal slot
utilization, and enhanced pas-
senger convenience.

Locally, the event was
graced by Beuria and Dubey.
Other dignitaries present
included Vikram Kumar Singh,
regional director, BCAS, and
Amit Gupta, director, DGCA.

The slot allocation confer-
ence provides a platform to
coordinate flight schedules, bal-
ance demand with capacity, and
streamline air traffic movement
across airports in India.
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AATlholdsnational training for
airportsafety managersincity

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkato 8 Septenber

In the wake of the recent Alr
Indiacrash that has renewed
concemns over aviation safety
in the country, the Alrports
Authority of India (AAL) on
Monday launched a nationwide
tratindng programume for airport
safety managers in Kolkatato
strengthen risk manasement
and align with global safety
standards.

The Alrports Authority of
India (AAD has launched a
neatioomide trining progrimine
for airport safety managers o
strengthen safety practices in
line with global aviation
standards Theweeklong Safety
Management System (SMS)
training, hosted by AAls
regiona] headguarters | eastem
region), began Monday at
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
Intermational Alnport in Kooz,
The course will mn through
12 5eptember and includes 25
participants from airports
across the country.

“The initkative was inseaied
by Nivedita Dubey. regional
executive director (eastern
reglon), and Dr. P R Beuria,
airport director of NSCEI
Alrport.

Dby inheropening remorks,
underscored the importance
of safety management sysiems
inensuring proacive identification
and mitigation of risks in
alrport operations, She said
continuous capacity building
among safety managers is
esmential forimpeoving possenoer
safety and for maintaining
AATsadherence tontemational
best practices. “Safety
manazement snotonby about
responding to incidents bt
about anticipating risks before
theyoccur” Dubey said. “This
will equip our safety leaders
with the knowledge and tools
to strengthen our systems
nationwide” Mr Beuria said
he was confident that the
trininewouldhmea neasimbile

Imipact across India’s airports.
“The lesamingss from this peosram
will help enhanceope rmtionzal
safety standards, which are
at the core of our responsibility
as aviation professionals” he
sald. The training covers
modules on safety policy, risk
arEgETent safety assmnce,
safety promotion and global
regulatory requirements.

The sessions are being
oonducted by senfor faculoy
members and aviation safety
experts with vears of fleld
evperienee. TheSMS framesnd.
sef by the International Civil
Aviation Organtzation (1CAQ),
requires airports and aidines
to bulld proactive systems to
identify hazards and nenage
safety risks systematicalby AAL
has been steadily expanding
such programs to align with
1CAOs siidelines and improve
oonsistency across iis network
of airparts.

Officials sald the Kolkata
eventis partofabroader effort
by Al tofostera strong safety
culture across Indias aviation
ECOSYSLEML

“This effort refleacts AAls
unwavVering commitment to
excellence” Dubey said. “It is
our respansibility to ensure
that every fight takes off and
lndsunder the safest possible
conditions.”

Adloperates more than 130
airports across India and

s i nanviation servioes
nationwide.
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Hoax mail about
explosives rattles
B’luru airport

hoax email claiming the pres-
Aencc of four RDX-based explo-

sives at Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport’s Terminal-2 triggered
a security scare on Saturday morn-
ing, prompting the Airport Police to
register another threat case.

The complaint was filed by Ruban
Raj, Deputy Terminal Manager at
Bangalore International Airport
Limited, stating that the email was
received around 9.30 am. The sender,
identified as thozhar_leelavathy@out-
look.com, claimed explosives were hid-
den inside terminal washrooms and
included various political and personal
references, signing off as “Islamic Jihad
Committee-Coimbatore.”

Following the alert, airport authori-
ties immediately activated the Bomb
Threat Assessment Committee (BTAC)
and carried out thorough checks with
bomb squads and sniffer dogs.
Operations resumed normally after
security clearance confirmed the email
as a hoax. BMB
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Bengaluru airport receives
another hoax bomb threat

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Bengaluru police have

I registereda caseagainst

an unknown person for

sendinganemailaboutabomb

being placed inside Terminal 2

of the Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (KIA).

The threat email was re-
ceived on September 6 and
was later declared a hoax fol-
lowing a search operation.

The police registered an
FIR on September 7 follow-
ing a complaint by Rubin Raj,
Deputy Terminal Manager at
T2, who received the email
on September 6. The email
stated that four RDX-based
Improvised Explosive Devices
(IED) had been placed inside
thewashrooms of T2.

The sender of the email has
been identified as thozhar_
leelavathy@outlook.com. The
sender claimed to be a mem-
berofan obscure organisation
called the Islamic Jihad Com-
mittee, Coimbatore, butbegan
the email with ‘Ganapati Baba
Mohriya’ (sic).

The sender shared a cryp-
tic message, stating, “Decode
Before Evacuating: Nivetha
Pethuraj Weds Udhayandi-
hi”, and also demanded that
the charges against two peo-

ple—Jaffar Sadiq and Kiruthi-
gaUdhayanidhi—bedropped
immediately.

Thesenderhasbeenbooked
under section 125 (rash or neg-
ligent act that endangers hu-
man life or the personal safety
of others), 353(1) (statements
that cause public mischief),
and 351(4) (criminal intimi-
dation through anonymous or
concealed communication) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS).

Hoaxbombthreatshavebe-
come a common occurrence
at the Bengaluru airport, ac-
cording to an airport source.
“However, despite how com-
mon theyare, a strict protocol
isfollowed for each threat. But
acaseisnotalwaysregistered,”
hesaid.
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Unlabeled meat in ice-boxes seized
outside Srinagar Airport

Inter-departmental coordination yields swift action

Zehru Nissa
Srinagar, Sep 7

It looked like a scene straight
from a thriller movie — the
Food Safety authorities
received information from the
alert officials at the Srinagar
Airport. They set out and laid
a naka at the airport gate,
and caught a consignment of
meat that appeared to be in
contravention to the law in
more ways than one. The meat
was packed in ice-boxes, had
no labels on it, and was being
brought in the aircratt, which
obviously was a break in the
cold chain,

Spealking about the seizure,
Yameen ul Nabi, Assistant
Commissioner, Food Safety,
said that Sales Tax Officials at
Adr Cargo divizion of Srinagar
Airport shared intelligenoe
about a meat consignment.
“We received the vehicle
number and seized the meat
supply outside of the airport,”
he said. He added that the meat
was being brought in by ameat

distributor from Aali Kadal

area of Downtown Srinagar.,
“Food Safety is evervone's
concern, and today, another
department alerted us about
suspected violations of food
safety protocols,” Nabi said.
Over the past months, the
Food Safety Division of
J&K Drug and Food Control
Organisation has been work-
ing closely to coordinate raids
and seizures of suspicious
food items. The coordinated
efforts hawve wyielded huge
consignments of imsafe meat,
paneer, sweets, color-laced

edibles, among others.

Assistant Commissioner
Food Safety told Greater Kash-
mir that the meat dstributor
on whose name the consign-
ment was being brought in
does not have a cold-storage
facility, “He has freezers only,
and we have registered a case,
whilealzo sending samples for
testing,” he said

The operation set off when
Sales Tax officials flagged
an undocumented shipment
of meat arriving on a com-
mercial flight, Recognizing
the potential health risks,

they alerted the Food Safety
Department, resulting in a
successful seizure, This 1= the
first time a meat consignment
via air-cargo has been seized,
the officials saud.

The meat was being trans
ported in a load carrier, which
was another point of meat
contamination due to a dis
ruption in cold chain,

The meat gquantity was
reported to be 340 kgs. Food
Safety officials said that the
facility from where the trader
was operating has beensealed
while his license has also been
suspended. " After we receive
the results of the samples that
we are sending for testing
{from the seized consigmment),
we will initiate action as per
law and FSSAIT protocols,” he
gaid, The Food Safety depart
ment has mpressed upon the
Food Business Operators in
J&K to ensure thev source
fresh and healthy meats or
frozen meats with clear infor
mation on source, type, and
maintaining the cold chain,
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Kathmandu airport closed;
IndiGo, A-I suspend flights

SUKALPSHARMA
MEW DELHI. SEFTEMBER®

AMID THE deteriommon in
Mepals security sSituation,
Kathmandu's Tribhuvan
Internatisnal Adr port wasclosed
for commercial Mights, leading
to several cancellations, includ-
g those by lndian aidines.

The airpo, the man gy
o the Himalayan couniry, was
closed because af smoke frmm
fires sat by protestens. Reniers me-
ported, Local reports said the
army was deployed there.

Inelian carmers IndiCoand Air
India announced the suspenson
of their fMights to and fram
Karhmandu and said they were
chosely watching the situaion,

Flight tracking data shows
the airpom closure appears
have takenefect a around 2 pm.
AL the time, a few Mights — in-

Smoke rises in the area of Tribhuvan airport. Baueer

cluscling pao ol IndiGo anvd cne of
Aar Inddia — were Swaiting chear-
ance 1o Lind but were made o
ool south of the city before be-
g dered permission to land,
IndiCo posted on X “In view
of the prevailing situation in
#Kathmand v, the alrport has

been closed for operations... all
Neghts to and rom Kathmando
stand suspended as of now "
Air India stated: “We are
closety monitorng the situation
and will share updates... the
safety of our passenpers and
CTev remain top pnoaty..”
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NGT notice to Centre,
state on Puri airport plan,
seeks reply within 4 wks

EEPRESS NEWS SERVICE fhCuttack

ACTING an a petition alleging
large-scale violation of envi-
ronmental lows for establish
ment of the proposed Shree
Jagannath Inter national Air-
portat Purl, the Nat lonal Green
Tribunal (INGT) has 1ssued no-
tices to both the Centre and
state government.

The bench com prising Judi-
cial Member Arun Kumar Tya
gland Expert Member Dr Afroz
Ahmid has also ssuaed notice
to the Ministry of Environ-
ment. Forest and Climate
Change Ministry of Chvil Avia-
tion, state Commerce and
Transport department, Forest
and Environment depariment,
callector and DFO of Puri
They have beon directed to e
their responses within four
weeks. The next hearing is
scheduled for October 10,

A proup of residents of Purl,
led by one Surendra Tapasu
have approached the seel ing an

immediate halt to the ongoing
construction activities for the
alrport. They allepad la'peccale
ecological violations, induding
indiscriminate tree felling and
consiruction in an ecologically
sensitive zone without manda-
tory cleamnees.

Advorcates Sankar Prasad
Pani and Ashutosh Padhy, ap-
pearing for the petitloners,
sought an Interim stay on all
ongoing work, including the
construction of the approach
road, boundary wall and stock-
vard until the matter is fully
adjudicated. The petition also
called for an Independent ex-
pert commitiee o Assess the
damage caused by the project
and ks potentinl long term tm-
pact om the coastal ecosystem

The petition challenged the
legality of the congtructlon ln
Sipasaruball Mowz, arguing
that it lacks Environmental
Clearanee (EC), Coastal Regu-
lation Zone (CRZ) clearance,
and Forest Clearanee (FC).
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SC likely to hear GMR’s plea
today against eviction order

Abhinav.Garg@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Supreme Court is
likely to take up on Wednesday an ap-
peal filed by GMR Group challenging
a Delhi High Court order that direc-
ted it to vacate a 2.4-acre property in
Pushpanjali Farms being used as a
residence for its CMD since 2020.

The group, which owns DIAL that
runs Delhi airport, moved SC Monday
following last week’s HC verdict as-
king chairman G M Rao to hand over
the sprawling property. Noting the lea-
se deed wasn't registered, HC allowed
an eviction suit by Onkar Infotech, the
new owner, seeking possession.

While DIAL leased out the proper-
ty from Indus Sor Urja and carried
out modifications, Urja sold the pro-
perty to Onkar Infracon in 2024 for Rs
115 crore, paying Rs 9 crore in stamp
duty by way of a registered sale deed,
HC noted.

The new owner asked the tenant
to vacate, but GMR Group opposed

the notice, arguing the premises sto-
od covered under Delhi Land Re-
forms Act, protecting the tenant from
eviction. It claimed the lease was un-
registered as talks were ongoing bet-
ween the previous landlord and the
company to purchase it.

HC rejected DIAL's stand that the
eviction suit wasn't maintainable,
observing *“the land in question
which is being used only for the resi-
dential purpose of DIAL CMD will
not come under the definition of
DLRA as the same is not being used
for agricultural or horticultural pur-
poses. The lease being unregistered
cannot be evidence for ascertaining
the time period of the lease. The de-
fendants were month-to-month te-
nants and the lease deed stood termi-
nated vide notice on Aug 7, 2024."

It said the CMD would be liable to
beevicted by termination of the lease
deed by giving anoticel5 days priorto
the eviction, *which has been done in
this case”.

10 SEPTEMEER 2025
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Delhi-Kathmandu skies closed,
travel cancellations trickle in

Air India, IndiGo, Nepal Airlines, and Spicelet suspend Hights;

MEA advises Indian citizens in Nepal to stay indoors

DEEPAN PATEL & ANSHARA SRAMASTANA
Pty D, 3 Sty b v

India on Toesday pchised s ot rensn defer
araved to Nepal untl the sitiation smabilices,
aferviolent protests fonced Prime Mindster K
FSharma 0l to resign. Flights between Delhi
and Eathmandu were cancel led by Alrindia,
Indifn, Mepal Alrlines and Spicefer o5 dem-
ormsrators clashed with police and vandalised
bulldings.

Acconfing 1o @EMINE amabytics firm
(Ctriumm, 278 ighs perweek were schertifed
etwern Indiannd Kathemarch inSspeember
Indlian carsies on the rome inchade Alr India,
IndiEn, Alr indin Experess, and Spleefe,

Adr Inidi operates 5 flightea weekan the
Indla-Kathmandu s=cive, IndiGo $0, while
Adr Indis Expres snid Spice et sach rum 1
weskhyservices, Cirium noved

The Minbsiry of External Alfabrs (MEAS
salel: "I view of the developing sitsation in
Mepal, Indlan citirens are acvised o defer
traveed thereunt i the sitnsrion basstabl eed =

Amid the umrest, aldines nceled
mmusitiple services to and from Kathenandu: A

fior Adr Tmsctia sk "in visw of the
ClrmeEnt situmthon g in Kathmandu,
thedullowing tHghte AL oo Alamgbosa,
Al 270 and Al 2102 operming an the
Dedhi-Embimandu-Dethl mute heve besn
cancelled moay, W are closely monitoring
the siuation and will share st herupdases.
ArAirindin, the safety of our passengers and
e T oS our inp princry”

IeediGo posied on X thar Katfamandu nir
por hod besn clossd and “all Sights to and
froen Kathrmard v stand suspend st o of now”.
Tt addded thataifecied prsssngem ool opt or
alt=rnaive flighi or claim refunds, while the
airine was "ciosshy meonnn Ang develop menis
and cooedimating with local aurhoriies o
Tesume-apentionsat the earliest”.

Nepal Aldines abso cancelisd s seraces,
‘while Spice fet sl lna post oo X "Due lo the
prevaiiingsimstion fnKethmandn. oo flighs
0 and from Ksbmandy sand cancelled for
Seprewnher 10, 28 The infomsation will be
communicated to all  passengers vis
S emal] anshesir registered contary detals™

Whille the insmedisme impact an demand
s unclear, tred porials sid cancellstions
husd egun mrickding in after protesis benke ot

anu Kepal closed s bowders to touriss.

Indin bs Mepal's bargest somince of oo

FPortals sald refund processing had hegum
and travel o the Himalsyan naton was
experted {0 Teover Dnce: Peace was Feaoned.
“We ane closdy monitoring the siniaion in
Pazpal fnlicmring the recent devsopments. and
the advison Rsuad by the Indan govem-
memn,” Bhamit Malil senior vice-presiden,
ftighs ond hoted osiness & Yaim Online_

“We will be working with oor nifine
parimess in suppon cusinmes who hove
upomming bookingsand will continue spact in
ther best interess, cffenng suppor and e
bility 3x nesesard * he adidad

The MEA ndvised ndian citirers oo
rently in Kepal o remain indoces, avodd
public gatberings and esercise cauton.
Marionals were also urped 1o olloersaleny gz
dance Issued by Nepalee amhors e and sty
I touch witih the Indian Embassy bn Eath:
mandL

“En case of any ssisnnce requirsd, plesss
callthe Embassyof ndis Kachmascn, ontbe
foliorwireg helpline mombers: G77-580 B
ZEEy; grP-ail 033 Bidg” i osadd. Indis
expressed grief over the koss of lives in Nepal
anid sikd ir hoped the crisiswould be resolved
peacefulhy

P g

= . = -
Becurity checkunderway at Indo-Nepal border oo the cosskires of Sigurn on Tussday

FROTUE. ARETY
-

AP govt reaches out
to Indian embassy
s citizens stranded

Several Iniinn rationss ane srnded 1o
Kathmandnand other ciiesol Sepal
amid corfew imposed Inthe coursry's
o citless. Andhm Pradesdh,

ment offictals sought help oftbe indisn
Embessy in Kattimando io-eremrette
sty of 310 stmnided on the cus-
skirts of Wepals capital, inchuding
former inivemtion Commisinner of
Tmschia Miauishhushi 5 C rhy
othcials ai the Andhia Pradesh Ehavan
b Mo Db maled. H=ip wes alsorsoughi
fioora e i Bl szaryimgr at- o fiwe samr
el The hoiel management shifted m
& grest bonme after repons that sgiraiors.
were llkely o target hotels uring the
nigit_Agitaioes had set Eathmanda's
Hiknon Hmed on fre. Acconding ina FT1
report, former prime minister Sher
Exhacur Derha's som s bedisved bo haes:
amajorshare inthehmel. &6 miFoaTE

........................ qm----
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Air India Mumbai-Delhi flight performs go-around, lands safely on second attempt

TOG NETWORK

MEW DELH

An Air India flight from
Murmbai to Delbd on Mon-
day performed a go-armand
afteran initialaborted land-
g bt saledy towchied down
onits seeond attempd, anof-
ficial stated.

“Flight AT2910 operating
From Mumbeai (o Delhi on
i September, discontinued
with landing amd performicd
a mutine goaroundat Delhi
ag per stundard protocols,
The aircraft landed safely

in its second attempt, and
all passengers and erew
have disembarked. At Air
Irukin, the salely of passen-
gers and crew remains top
priority,” An Air India Ex-
press Spokesperson said in
a statement.

Earlierom Friday, Air India
Express Oight 1028, which
was operating from Delhi
o Indore, made a priority
landing at Indore Airport
after the pilot detected a
techimical snayr, an Adr India
spokcsperson confirmed.

Om Sunday, Adr India CEO
Camphell Wilson wrote let-
ters to emplovess, ighlight-
ing the mrline’s progress in
pe |'E'ur111:3 nee, fastomer
experience, and network
growlh, while realfimming
the company's commitment
o traneparency and cullur-
al transformation.

“Like all nirlines, we faced
a variely of operational
seenarins--some of which
were under our control,
and some that were not,”
the CEOQ wrote, referming to

Representative image

the crisis the airlime Taced
following the ANT plane
crash in Ahmedabad earlier
this year

“When the spotlight was
on g, it was crucial to offer
timely, clear and acourate
information and the right
coniext,” he wrote in the
Ietters disseminated via e-
mail.

He acknowledoed that Adr
India had deliberately boen
“more transparent than
usual in reporting incidents
and cvenis, however small.™

While this had temporar-
ily increased news eovermge.
he emphasized that in the
context of Alr India’s scale
and size, the incidence rate
wiis “entirely normial.”

“This transparency will,
over time, help build trust.
In thee short term, though,
it naturally resulted in an
uptick of news coverage,
and with more than 1,200
departures overy single day-
-nearly one every minute-
-aeroes the Adr India Group,
it could seem like a lot.



AIRPOR ISAUT HORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD BANGALORE 9 SEPTEMBER 2025

SpiceJet expects torestartops of 10
grounded planes by April 2026

NEW DELHI, PTI: Spicelet,
which flew into the red in the
June quarter, expects to re-
start operations of 10 ground-
ed aircraft by April 2026 as
more than half of its fleet re-
mains on the ground due to
various issues.

At the end of the June quar-
ter, the no-frillsairline had just
21 operational planes outofthe
56-strong fleet. Outof the oper-
ational aircraft, 8 were Boeing
737-800s, 6 Q400s, 3 Boeing
737-700 and 1 each of Boeing

737-900 and Boeing 737 Max,
according to an investor pre-
sentation. A total of 35 planes
were on the ground at the end
ofthe quarter.

In the presentation after
announcing the June quarter
results, SpiceJet said it will
“unground about 10 aircraft
by April 2026, including 4-5
in early winter to cater for the
peakdemand”. On September
5, the airline reported a net
lossof Rs 238 croreinthethree
months ended June.
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Made full payment of $24 mn to Credit
Suisse as part of settlement: SpiceJet

PTI
NEWDELHI

SpiceJet on Monday said it
has completed the full pay-
ment of USD 24 million to
Credit Suisse, fulfilling the
terms of the settlement
reached more than three
years agn.

On the date of the execu-
tion of the settlement agree-
ment in May 2022, the total
claim of Credit Suisse/SR
Technics was USD 4177 mil-
lion, which the parties agreed
to settle for USD 24 million in
a structured payment plan,
according to a release,

Credit Suisse is a leading
investment bank and finan-
cial services provider.

The release said the settle-
ment marks the closure of a

long-standing liability that
pre-dates the tenure of the
airling's current promoter
and added that the liability
arpse before the current pro-
moter took over the airline
and was linked to legacy com-
mercial armngements.

“The completion of this
payment is another impor-
tant step in our continued
efforts to put legacy issues
firmly behind us. This settle-
ment not only brings closure
to an old liability but also
demonstrates our resolve and
shility to meet commitments
despite a challenging operat-

ing emvironment,” the air-
line’s Chief Business Officer
Debojo Maharshi said,

Co expects to restart
ops of 10 ground ed
planes by Apr 2026
SpiceJet. which flew into
the red in the June guarter,
€Xpects to restart operations
of 10 grounded aircraft by
April 2026 as more than half
of its fleet remains on the
ground due to various {ssues.
At the end of the June
guarter; the no-frills airline
had just 21 operational planes
out of the 56-strong fleet. Out
of the operational aircraft, 8
were Boeing 737-800s. 6
4005, 3 Boeing 737700 and 1
each of Boeing 737800 and
Boeing 737 Max, according to
an investor presentation.
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700 Indians stranded
after airport in Nepal
capital shuts down

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Nearly 700 Indian passen-
gers were left stranded af-
ter the Tribhuvan Interna-
tional Airport in
Kathmandu shut down for
flights on Tuesday due to
safety concerns following
protests across Nepal.

“Four out of the six
flights scheduled to bring
back passengers from
Kathmandu were can-
celled after the airport was
closed around 1 p.m. on
Tuesday. Nearly 700 air
travellers are stranded. We
are seized of the matter
and in touch with airlines
and the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs,” a senior go-
vernment official told The
Hindu on condition of
anonymity.

IndiGo and Air India an-
nounced that its flights for
the day had been can-
celled. IndiGo and Spiceet
announced their flights on
Wednesday were also be-
ing cancelled.

A passenger scheduled
to fly back on IndiGo’s 2

IndiGo, Air India and
SpiceJet announced
that their flichts on
Wednesday were also
being cancelled

p.m. flight said the airline
and airport abandoned
them at the boarding gate.

“The airline staff told us
to go through immigration
after we reached the
boarding gate, effectively
asking us to leave the air-
port staff. We found our
baggage thrown around
near the baggage reclaim
area. But leaving the air-
port would be foolhardy
right now,” Preeti Choud-
hury told The Hindu.

She said plumes of
smoke could be seen out-
side the airport possibly
from tear gas shells used to
disperse protesters. IndiGo
and Air India aircraft were
seen hovering over the air-
port and then returning
without landing. Military
trucks were seen arriving
on the apron and at least
one helicopter took off.

18: SEETENBER 2025
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Probe into Al A320 incident reveals
damage to jet, airport infrastructure

Neha LM Tripathi -\\l BIS -\N-’\E‘L\' g”\G The initial assessment revealed
letters@hindustantimes.com REC(JHDH\(JS I* RO’\I }nall‘:j :';.TE::QQES‘ .zrldtﬁ.WEE
) " 5 THE CPIT. DATA ound deflated. Besides this, the
NEW DELHI: An Air India Airbus THE COCKPIT, DATA  engine 2's cowling was damaged,
A320 with 182 people on board OF THE AIRCRAFT. with foreign objects ingested into
sustained damage after veering off 4 THE WEATHER its bypass section, grass was
the rumway while landing at Mum- i o lodged in both main and nose
bai airport in heavy rain on July 21, _! D'{\ I-"\u D'\PVI'!\_‘(I E landing gears, as well as in the
before recovering to the centreline REPORTS. TECH belly area of the aircraft and that
and taxiing to the bay, a prelimi- [~ LOGS. ALONG WITH the aft cargo panel fairing was also
nary investigation report by the SDE TNEDA D RE damaged, the reports said.
Aircraft Accident Investigation [%, _ PH E*'DlI‘E-’\R IURE The investigators also specified
Bureau (AAIB) stated. \ W 4 REPOR l ‘; in the report that the runway
The AAIB, which is probing the excursion caused collateral dam-
incident, said that Cockpit Voice ~ The damaged cowling of the intersection. Despite the excur- age at the airport: three runway
Recorder (CVR) and Flight Data  Air India Airbus A320. sion, the aircraft later taxied under  edge lights, two taxiway lights and
Recorder (FDR) data of the aircraft its own power to the bay and  two exit signboards, were dam-
were being analysed, along with  7.30am with a take-off weightof  parked normally. aged and had to be repaired before
the tech log, pre-departure report ~ 67.7 tonnes and 8,500kg of fuel on The investigators noted that the runway was reopened.
(PDR), weather data and damage  board. According to the prelimi- weather conditions were poor at The report stated that both
reports. The report released on  naryreport. the aircraft. operating  the time of landing, Visibilitywas  pilots had valid medical clearances
Monday evening said that even  as Al 2744 from Cochin, touched  reported at 1,200 metres with  and licences, and their duty times
while no person on board was  downontherightedge of Runway  thunderstorms and rain over the  complied with flight duty time lim-
injured, the aircraft and airport 27 at 9.27 am and rolled into the  airfield. Meteorological data con- itations. Breath-analyser (alcohol)
infrastructure suffered damage.  grassy shoulder and continued  firmed scattered cloudsatlowlev-  tests conducted before and after
The incident took place after  along the grass before rejoining  els and cumulonimbus activity,  the flights were found to be nega-
the flight departed Cochin at the paved surface near therunway  the report said. tive.
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SpiceJet expects to restart ops of
10 grounded planes by April 2026

NEW DELHI: Spice]et, which
flew into the red in the June
quarter, expects to restart opera-
tions of 10 grounded aircraft by
April 2026 as more than half of
its fleet remains on the ground
due to various issues.

Atthe end of the June quar-
ter, the no-frills airline had just
21 operational planes out of the
56-strong fleet. Out of the oper-
ational aircraft, 8 were Boeing
737-800s, 6 (Q400s, 3 Boeing
737-700 and 1 each of Boe-
ing 737-900 and Boeing 737
Max, according to an investor
presentation.

A total of 35 planes were
on the ground at the end of the
June quarter. The carrier had 25
planes in operation out of the 61
at the end of March 2025.

In the presentation after
announcing the June quar-
ter results, Spicefet said it will

: l\ i i"'ﬂ.';:.f-

“unground about 10 aircraft
by April 2026, including 4-5 in
carly winter to cater for the peak
demand”. On September 5, the
airline reported a net loss of Rs
238 crore in the three months
ended June, whereas it had a
profit of Rs 150 crore in the
year-ago period.

The budget carrier, which
had been facing multiple head-
winds, raked in a total income
of Rs 1,190.56 crore in the June
quarter, lower than Rs 2,067.21
crore recorded in the same
period a year ago.

Noting that it has secured

maintenance and overhaul slots
to accelerate the restoration of
its grounded fleet, Spicefet, in
the presentation, said a “total of
19 engines were dispatched to
engine shops across the globe,
including 7 engines for Boeing
737 NG aircraft, 6 engines for
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft, and
6 engines for Q400 aircraft”.
Among other efforts, the
airline has secured lease agree-
ments for 10 Boeing 737 aircraft
on damp lease and those will be
inducted from October. Gener-
ally, in a damp lease, the lessor
provides the aircraft, along with
the maintenance, but not the
crew and insurance. “Discus-
sions underway for additional
inductions of narrow-body
and wide-body aircraft during
October and November 2025,
it said in the presentation sub-
mitted to BSE. Pl
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Kedarnath pilgrimage
becomes dearer
Pilgrimeage to e damath will nowbe
costlier as helicopter servce fares
have surped by 45.856% The
Littarakhand Dl Aviation
Development Authority (LCADA)
approved the Rile, effective
September 15 |5 CHD Ashish
Chauhan stated. “The fare inmease
wias nacess ated by reduced daily
shuftie lights and imited seats
from Guptashi, Sers and Phata.”
Bodkings for the second phas of
sanvices, whichresume after earier

Suspen Sons due toaod dents, will
openon Wednesday on the IRCTC
website New standand operating
oo eclures fior safety, deaftedby a
10-rrember commitiee Wil Ao
Rovem operations, ensuring safer
aenial jpurneys to the revered shine,
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Spicelet dues

W NEW DELHE LOW-C0st
carrisr Sploadet said
on Monday that it has
fully repald §24 milon
to UBS-owned Credit
Suisse, fulfilling the
terms of the setflement
agreement slgned in May
N2 peers
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Put off trips to

Nepal, says
MEA; airlines
cancel flights

Twaes News NETwoaK

New Delhi: The ministry of
external alfairs lssued an ad-
vigsory on Tuesday asking In
dian citizens to postpone tray-
el to neighbouring Nepal £ill
the situation there stabilises.
“Indian eitizens presently
in Nlrp:l.l:|r|-':Lli'.'usl:|!!-::-.~.|1-|'irr:r
In their current places of resi-
dence, avoid going oul onto
the streets and exercise due
caution, They arealsoadvised
o follow local salely adviso
rios from Nepal authorities as
wellas theembassy of India in
Kathmandu," says a post on
the MEA'S official X handie.
Thiee  Katlirmamidi-lodmd
Rights were diverted o Luck-
now and a fourth to Delhi after
unrest and arson in the capital
city forcedd MNepalese author-
itbes toshnet Tribhovan Interna-
thonal Alrport. IndiGo operabed
two ol these Qights, and FiyDu-
bai and Thai Lion Air one each,
IndiGo subsequently sus-
pended its Mights o and from
Mepal thl further notiee, “10
vour brave] s impacted, vou
may conveniently opt for an al-
ternate flight or cleim a refind
by vislting our websiie We are
chosely monktoring the develop
mefits and coordinating with
local authorities to resume op-
erations at the earliest,” itsaid.
Adr India is offering pas-
sengers with conficmed ook
ings for travel to and from
Kathmandu until Sept ilaone-
time waiver on rescheduling
charges. SpiceJet cancelled
Night= to Mepal sretveclulied for
Tuesday whike Al Exprisssus
pended its Bengaluru-Kath-
mandu light for Wednesday
Mepal aviation authorities
Rasuesh a notloe boadr e about
Kathmanduairport beingshul
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Trichy gets
direct flight to
New Delhi

richy International

Airport has added New
Delhi as the sixth domestic
destination to be connected
as Indigo airlines has
announced a direct flight
starting from Sept 16. The
flight, an A320 (Airbus Neo),
a narrowbody aircraft with
186 economy class seats will
depart New Delhi by 2.10pm
to reach Trichy by 5.15pm,
and depart Trichy by 6am to
reach New Delhi by 9.15am.
Introductory fares have are
between 76,268 and ¥6,890.
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