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Potential site for 2nd airport in CM's constituency

DKS mulls Harohalli,
citescheaperland
acquisition

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

Thr.' Karnataka govern-
ment is looking into a
potential fourth site—
Harohalli, within Chief Minis-
ter D K Shivakumar's Assem-
bly constituency of Knnakapu-
ra — for Bengaluru's second
greenfield airport.

On Wednesday, Shivaku-

mar chaired a meeting with
Infrastructure Development
Minister M B Patl and se-
nior officials o take stock ol
the ongoing developments
surrounding the second air-
port, mainly discussing land
acquisition, during which he
suggested revisiting land in the
Harohalli region, well-placed
sources wld DH.

Thecurrently shortlisted ar-
eas include Somanahalli and
Chudahalli near Kanakapura
Road in southern Bengaluru
and Kunigal-Nelamangala
near Tumakuru Road in the
west. Harohalli isabout 24 km
south of Chudahalli.

“The CM has suggested
we revisit the Harohalli area,

Going further south?

Previously
‘,- shortiisted sites for
the second airport
e
Bidadi:
Propased
Integrated

e

whichislocated further south,
and see ifit would be a better fit
for the airport, given cheaper
land prices and easier land ac-
quisition,” a source said.
Since Harohalli falls within

Kanakapura, it could poten-
tially aid in land acquisition in
comparison to Chudahalli and
Somanahalli.

The two previously short-
listed locations not only fall
beyond the CM's constituen-
cy but are also located near
Bidadi, the Mashpoint of the
ongoing farmer agitations re-
volving around the proposed
Al City. As per sources, the
second airport and the Al city
have been planned to be in
proximity.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter the meeting, Shivakumar
said officials had been asked to
submita proposal after consid-
ering a location where land is
cheap, whichistechnically fea-

sible and not too hilly.

“We have asked to ensure
that no villages are disturbed
and villagers displaced,” he
stated, “A few scattered hous-
esare notLan issue, as they can
be compensated, but villages
should not be shifted for the

The CM said nospecificsite
had been named yet, but it
would be in the south.

In the recent past, the pos-
sibility of combining adjacent
villages of Somanahalli and
Chudahalli, spanning 4,800
acresand 5,000 acres, respec-
tively, has also been discussed
and highly favoured by govern-
ment agencics.
= Airport, Page 6

Potential site for 2nd airport...

Airport, From Page 1

If Harohalli is to be consid-
ered a serious contender, the
Airports Authority of India
{AAl) will need to conduct an
on-ground feasibility study for
the land parcel. In November
2025,the AAlshared areport
flagging terrain and airspace
issues in all three shortlisted
locations.

Additionally, Mein-
hardi-KPMG, roped in by
Karnataka to conduct astrate-
gic and technical assessment
1o identify the most suitable
location for the airport, will
alsoneed winclude Harohalli
as part of its feasibility study.
The study is also looking into
economic feasibility and traf-
fic demand assessment,

Compared to Chudahalli

and Somanahalli, Harohalli
islikely to be better connected
to the city. Namma Metro has
conducted a feasibility study
to extend the Green Line by
24 km — from Silk Institute
to Harohalli on Kanakapura
Road. Harohalli will also be
a key junction and growth
corridor in the southern arc
of the Satellite Town Ring
Road, connecting to Anekal
and Kanakapura.
Meanwhile, Patl main-
tained that the shortlisted
location near Nelamangala
remains a contender. “The
final location will be decided
only once we get the report
from Meinhardt-KPMG,™ he
told DH. The consortium is
expected to present its fea-
sibulity report for the second
airport by mid-September.
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Shah reviews airport security; orders
modernisation of 62 airports in 2 years

NARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and Civil
Aviation Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu Kinjarapu on Wednes-
day reviewed passenger facili-
tation, security measures and
immigration system at major
airports.

They directed that air-
port infrastructure must be
upgraded and modernised
while ensuring the highest
standards of security.

The Union Home Minis-
ter and Civil Aviation Min-
ister were accompanied by
the Home Secretary, Intelli-
gence Bureau chief, Civil Avia-
tion Secretary, CISF DG, AAi
Chairman and senior officials

of the Home Ministry and
Civil Aviation Ministry dur-
ing the meeting. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah directed
that Automated X-ray Tray
Return System (ATRS) must be
installed at airports on a prior-
ity basis to ease the functioning
and reduce manpower. He also
asked the Civil Aviation Minis-
try to make Automated X-ray
Tray Return (ATR) a manda-
tory requirement while con-
structing new airports.

Home Minister further
directed that a uniform frame-
work for seamless passen-
ger movement encompassing
entry gates, check-in, security
screening, and immigration
counters should be evolved to
de-congest these counters.

He further directed that 62
airports, including 21 being
commissioned and 41 existing,
have been identified based on
traffic and security inputs from
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) for moderni-
sation and upgrading works.

He asked for expedited
completion of the identified
projects for strengthening and
upgradation of the infrastrue-
ture of 21 airports which are
currently under construction
and 41 other airports, includ-
ing those with heavy passen-
ger traffic.

Shah also sought a uniform
policy on the number of aero-
bridges to be constructed at dif-
ferent airports based on their
passenger and aircraft traffic.
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Harohalli joins airport
race as govt awaits report

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: The state govt Wednesday
deferred a final decision on the location
of Bengaluru's proposed second airport,
deciding to await a comprehensive tech-
nical feasibility report before sending
its proposal to Airports Authority of
India (AAT).

Reviewing the project’s progress,
chief minister DK Shivakumar also
asked the infrastructure development
department (IDD) to examine Haro-
halli as a fourth potential site, citing
concerns over land acquisition costs
and village displacement. The pro-
posal will be evaluated alongside the
three shortlisted locations before the
zovt takes a final call.

Shivakumar said the site would be
selected based on technical feasibility.
social impact and the cost of land acqui-
sition. The state has engaged a Singa-
pore-based consultancy to carry out the
technical assessment, while KPMG is
conducting the financial study. The pro-
ject is expected to require around 3,500
acres of land. Shivakumar directed of-
ficials to minimise displacement and
keep acquisition costs under control.

“The loeation is being finalised with
the consideration that villages should

Pic for representation

not he shifted as much as possible. If
there are a few houses in between the
land parcels then we will consider giving
them compensation and shifting them.
But as much as possible we do not want
to shift entirve villages,” he said.

The three shortlisted sites are Nela-
mangala, Somanahalli and Chudahalli.
Officials said Somanahalli and Chuda-
halli, located south of Bengaluru along
the Kanakapura or Bannerghatta cor-
ridor, are emerging as stronger contend-
ers as they could ease traffic pressure
on the eity's northern corridor

“The meeting, however, was incon-
clusive, with the CM deciding to wait for
the technical feasibility report before
finalising the location to be sent to Air-
ports Authority of India for its approv-
al,” an IDD official said. Once the site is
finalised, the proposal will be forwarded
to AAT for approval.

9 fTULN sfinhe
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Amit Shah reviews passenger facilities,
security arrangements at major airports

NEW DELHI, July 8: Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah today divected that au-
thorised mmmigration check-
poinits af the Jewar airport m
Noida and the Apartali air-
part be made operational at
the earfiest.

Reviewing passenger facl-
iHes, security arrangements,
and the immigration system
at major arports with Union
Minister of Civil Aviation
Ram Mohan Nawdu Kinjara-
pu, Shah directed that 21 un-
der-development airports
and the remmaming 41 airports
be prioritised for develop-
ment hased on passenger traf-
fic, in accordance with the
security standards pre-

scribed by the Buress of Civil

Aviation Security (BCAS).
Shah instructed that all 62
airparts should be folly op-
erational within two years,
aiming to enhance passenger
comvenience while ensuring
that commercial areas com-
ply with established norms.
He stated that Forejgners
Repgional Registration Offic-
e (FRRO:) should be made
operational at the headiguar-
ters of all States by 2027,
“He also divected that the
guthorised mmigrationcheck-
points at Agartaka and Jewar
airpirts be meide operational
at the earbest,” the govern-
ment said in 3 statement.
T promote the Fast Track
Immigratiom-Trusted Travel-

lers Programme (FTI-TTP),

Shah suppested establishing
a mechamism in coordinetion
with airlines to send What-
SADD MESSAEes 10 DASSCTEers
when booking mternation]
tickets, encouragmg them to
register for the FTI-TTR
Shih called for the phased
mstallation of the Automated
Tray Return System (ATRS)
at all arports nationwide to
reduce hitman resource costs
and establish appropriste
standards for this system.
The meeting was attended
by the Union Home Secre-
tary, Director of the Intelli-
gence Bureau, Secretary of
the Ministry of Civl Aviation,
Director General of Central
Industrial Security Force
{CISF}, Chairman of Airports

Aunthority of India and sever-
al vther senior officers of the
Ministry of Home Affams and
Mimstry of Crvil Aviation, the
statement said.

Shah directed the develop-
ment of a comprehensive
framework that considers
the mterdependence of en-
try kimes, check-in counters,
security screemng lnes, and
imrmigration counters at air-
ports to prevent disruptions
in passenger flow at any
touch-paint.

He mentioned that a coor-
dinated plan has been creat-
ed fur each touch-point at are-
ports to énsure the seamless
movement of passengers.

The Union Minister also
directed the Ministry of Civ-

il Aviation to lay down norms
for the number of aeTobridg-
et all airports hased on pas-
senger traffic and air traffic,
the statement sisd,

He hiphlighted that the bag-
gage drop fachity, currently
availahle at 16 major arports,
should be extended to ather
mbermtion] mrports with high
passenger traffic as well.

Shah emphasissd the: impor-
tanee of meintammg the edu-
cational quahifications required
for personme] of the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) assigned to X-ray
sereening duties, stating that
only officers and persommel
meetmg these educational -
teria should be tasked with
these responsibilines. — PTI1
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Cops detain leaders,
foil DB Patil airport
name protest march

Sameera Kapoor Munshi
NAYT MUMBA|

The police on Wednesday
detained several leaders and
prevented a proposed protest
march demanding that the
Navi Mumbai International
Airport be named after late
leader DB Patil, leading to
tense scenes in Panvel as
thousands of supporters gath-
ered despite heavy rain,

The march had beenorgan-
ised to press the long-pending
demand to name the alrport
after DB Patl From early
Wednesday morning, project-
affected residents, women,
youth, senior citizens and
members of varfous social
organisations assembled at
Shivaji Maharaj Chowk
despite persistent rain,

The police had denied per-
mission for the rally in
advance and appealed to
people not to gather at the
protest site. However, thou-

sands of supporters turned up
for the march.

As the protest was about to
begin, police detained several
leaders spearheading the agi-
tation, including activist
Rashmita Popeta, MP Suresh
Mhatre, Bhavana Ghanekar
and former MLA Balaram
Patil. Hundreds of other pro-
testers, including women,
were also detained and
shifted o different locations
in police vehicles.

Protesters alleged that the
police had adopted o pre-
planned strategy to prevent
the march from proceeding.
According to people present
at the protest, tensions esca-
lated while police were
detaining Popeta. Despite the
police action, protesters said
their  resolve  remained
unchanged and reiterated
their demand that the Navi
Mumbai International
Afrport be named after DB
Pail.
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GMR Airports launches
%300 crore expansion
plan for Nagpur airport

NAGPUR

GMR Alrports on Wednesday
unveiled a multi-phase mod-
emnisation and expansion
roadmap for the Nagpur
international airport, backed
by an inital investment of
®300 crore to upgrade current
infrastructure and evenmually
expand annual passenger
capacity to 30 million.

GMR Airports Lid formally
took over operations of the Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar
International  Airport  in

Nogpur last month for
upgrade work.

GMR Group Executive
Director and Chief Innovation
Officer SG.K. Kishore and
Nagpur  Airport  CEO
Shrikanth Bhandarkar
addressed a press conference
on Wednesday, days after the
company assumed control of
the airport's operations.

Kishore said the ancquisition
and development of the
Nagpur airport significantly
expand GMR Airports’ pres-
ence in India’s rapidly grow-
ing aviation sector.
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Air India plane tyres burst after near-miss at Mumbai Airport

ASHOKE RAJ
B New Delhi

A potentially catastrophic
runway incursion was nar-
rowly averted at Mumbai's
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport on the
night of July 7 after an Air
India flight bound for Delhi
aborted its takeoff following
an urgent instruction from Air
Traffic Control (ATC), which
alerted the crew that another
aircraft was still on the active
runway.

According to operational
logs and airport sources, Air
India flight Al816 (registration
VT-ALT), carrying 225 passen-
gers and crew, had begun its
takeoff roll from Runway 27
after pushing back from the
bay at 2129 hrs. At approxi-
mately 2150 hrs, ATC instruct-
ed the cockpit crew to "STOP
IMMEDIATELY™ as the preced-
ing arrival, Air India Express
flight IX1547, had not yet
vacated the runway.

The fight crew, led by
Captain N Vinay Divakar,
carried out a high-speed
rejected takeoff in accor-
dance with standard safety

UL LT TS
o LLLT S

Representative image

LT,

procedures and safely
vacated the runway.
Simultaneously, another
inbound aircraft, AlIG99, was
instructed to execute a go-
around as a precaution.

The aircraft subsequently
returned to Stand S2, reach-
ing the bay at 2215 hrs. A
runway inspection conduct-
ed between 2154 hrs and
2158 hrs found no abnormal-
ities or foreign object debris.

However, a post-incident
technical inspection revealed
thatthree tyres on Al816 had
burst during the high-speed
aborted takeoff due to the

extreme braking forces
involved. Air India personnel
were informed of the tyre
damage at around 2220 hrs.
No injuries were reported
among passengers or crew,

In a statement, Air India
confirmed the sequence of
events, saying the crew dis-
continued the takeoff after
receiving instructions from
ATC and returned the air-
craft to the bay for mandato-
ry technical inspections. The
airline said alternative travel
arrangements were being
made for affected passen-
gers and reiterated that pas-

senger safety remains its
highest priority.

The aircraft involved was
operating the Mumbai-Delhi
service, while the arriving
aircraft that had not cleared
the runway was an Air India
Express plane operating from
Bagdogra. Initial reports had
suggested the flight originat-
ed from Kochi, but opera-
tional records confirmed
Siliguri as its departure point.

The incident is the second
reported serious ground
safety event involving Air
India aircraft within a month.
In late June, an Air India air-
craft and an IndiGo aircraft
reportedly came into close
proximity on the ground at
Ahmedabad, raising broader
concerns over runway and
ground movement safety.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) and
the Airports Authority of
India (AAl) have initiated a
joint investigation into the
incident. The probe will
examine runway occupancy
management, ATC commu-
nication protocols, and
operational procedures to
determine why the arriving

aircraft had not vacated the
runway before takeoff clear-
ance was issued and
whether procedural or
workload-related lapses
played a role.

The Air India plane, under-
stood to be around 16 years
old, has been grounded
pending detailed engineering
inspections, including exam-
inations of its braking system,
landing gear, tyres and asso-
ciated assemblies. While only
the tyre damage has been
confirmed publicly, engineers
are also assessing the aircraft
for any potential brake or
engine stress resulting from
the rejected takeoff.

All passengers were safely
deplaned and are being
accommodated on alternative
flights.

The incident has once
again drawn attention to the
operational pressures at one
of India’s busiest airports
and underscores the critical
importance of strict runway
separation and air traffic
management standards.
Further details are expected
as the official investigation
progresses.
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Amit Shah orders swift completion of immigration
checkpoints at Jewar and Agartala airports

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Wednesday directed
that authorised immigration
checkpoints at the Jewar
airport in Noida and the
Agartala airport be made
operational at the earliest.

Reviewing passenger facil-
ities, security arrangements,
and the immigration system
at major airports with Union
Minister of Civil Aviation Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu, Shah
directed that 21 under-devel-
opment airports and the
remaining 41 airports be pri-
oritised for development
based on passenger traffic,in
accordance with the security
standards prescribed by the
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS). Shah instruct-
ed that all 62 airports should
be fully operational within
two years, aiming to enhance
passenger convenience while
ensuring that commercial
areas comply with established
norms.

He stated that Foreigners

RS ]
""-’.&‘;'-‘—i..

Regional Registration Office
(FRRO) offices should be made
operational at the headquar-
ters of all States by 2027. “He
also directed that the autho-
rised immigration checkpoints
at Agartala and Jewar airports
be made operational at the
earliest,” the government said
in a statement. To promote
the Fast Track Immigration-
Trusted Travellers’ Programme
(FTI-TTP), Shah suggested
establishing a mechanism in
coordination with airlines to
send WhatsApp messages to
passengers when booking
international tickets, encour-
aging them to register for
FTI-TTP.

Shah called for the phased
installation of the Automated

X-ray Tray Return System
(ATRS) at all airports nation-
wide to reduce human
resource costs and establish
appropriate standards for this
system.

The meeting was attended
by the Union Home Secretary,
Director of the Intelligence
Bureau, Secretary of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Director General of Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF),
Chairman of Airports Authority
of India and several other
senior officers of the Ministry
of Home Affairs and Ministry
of Civil Aviation, the state-
ment said. Shah directed the
development of a compre-
hensive framewaork that con-
siders the interdependence of
entry lanes, check-in counters,
security screening lanes, and
immigration counters at air-
ports to prevent disruptions in
passenger flow at any touch-
point. He mentioned that a
coordinated plan has been
created for each touch-point
at airports to ensure the seam-
less movement of
passengers.

The Union minister also
directed the Ministry of Civil
Aviation to lay down norms
for the number of aerobridges
at all airports based on pas-
senger traffic and air traffic, the
statement said.

He highlighted that the
baggage drop facility, cur-
rently available at 16 major air-
ports, should be extended to
other international airports
with high passenger traffic as
well. Shah emphasised the
importance of maintaining
the educational qualifications
required for personnel of the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) assigned to X-ray
screening duties, stating that
only officers and personnel
meeting these educational
criteria should be tasked with
these responsibilities. The
home minister said that the
Civil Aviation Ministry and the
Central Industrial Security
Force should independently
commission separate third-
party studies during peak
season to assess and reduce
passenger delays at all touch-
points across major airports.
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Airport gold heist trail leads to cops

Both On The Run Since Names
Surfaced In 64 Lakh Robbery

Times News NETwork

Ahmedabad: Nearly two we-
eks after a businessman was
allegedly robbed of 600
grams of gold by men posing
aspoliceofficersneartheair-
port, investigators haveiden-
tified two serving policemen
as suspects.

The two, attached to the K
Company, which provides
escorts to prisoners, have go-
ne missing after their names
surfaced during the investi-
gation, Airport police said
on Wednesday.

Airport police inspector
A D Chavdasaid CCTV foota-
geplayed akevrole inthe bre-
akthrough.

“The victims described
the men involved in the rob-
bery that took place on June
27. Cops scanned through
CCTV footage and spotted

the suspects, whose identiti-
es were then confirmed by
the victims,” the inspector
said.

Junaid Arif, a 40-year-old
rice mill trader from Tanda
in Uttar Pradesh’'s Rampur
district, told police that the
gold was being delivered
from Dubai as part of a busi-
ness arrangement with Ar-
baaz, a resident of Godhra.

Apcording to the compla-
int, Arif had earlier dealt in
garments sourced from Du-
baithrough Arbaaz. On June
23, Arbaaz allegedly persua-
ded him to enter the gold tra-
de, following which Arif ar-
ranged for a consignment of
600g of gold to bedelivered in
Ahmedabad. He authorised
two relatives, Harish and Av-
esh, to collect it.

The complaint states that
thetwomen received the gold

CHASING
THE GOLD

FT3F=] BUSINESS DEAL:
Trader Junaid Arif is persuaded
to enter gold trade and arranges
a 600g gold consignment from
Dubai to Ahmedabad

FICT3EZA HANDOVER: Arif's
relatives collect the gold near
Ahmedabad airport and walk
towards Sardar Statue Circle

ABDUCTION AND ROBBERY:
A white car intercepts the duo.
The occupants pose as police
officers, assault them, and
snatch the gold

ceTv
BRE&KTHROUG&'I: Airport police
scan local CCTV footage based on
the victims® descriptions and

spot the suspects

!:!EIEI INSIDERS IDENTIFIED:

Cops find that two of the suspects are
serving policemen, who go missing
the moment their names surface

SMUGGLING ANGLE: Police suspect the gold was smuggled and
are examining the delivery chain as well as role of those involved

from a person identified as
Anwar at Tam on June 27. As
they walked towards Sardar
Statue Circle near the air-
port, they allegedly noticed a
woman and two men follo-
wingthem.

Police said a white car

then intercepted the pair
The twomen allegedly forced
Harish and Avesh into the ve-
hicle, claimed they were poli-
ce personnel and assaulted
Harish before taking the gold
from his trouser pocket. The
victims were later abando-

ned near Apollo Circle, while
theaccused fled with the con-
signment.

According to the compla-
int, another car, described as
an Indica, followed the white
vehicle and was allegedly
carrving the woman.

During the investigation,
police also examined the ori-
gin of the gold. Chavda said
the complainant had initial-
ly told police that he did not
possess the purchase invoice
and would obtain it from Du-
bailater.

The document was subse-
quently produced. “Primafa-
cie, the gold appears to have
been smuggled,” Chavda sa-
id, adding that the investiga-
tion is examining the source
of the consignment and the
entire delivery chain.

Police are also scrutini-
sing phone calls, WhatsApp
conversations, and the roles
of the unidentified woman,
the delivery network and
other persons named in the
complaint.
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9 flight diversions
at Mumbai airport

Mumbai: Heavy rains and low
visibility led to nine diversions
of arrival flights at the Mum-
baiairport on Wednesday

Most of the nine diversions
happened in the morning du-
ring heavy rainfall which led to
visibility issues for arriving
flights. Among the diverted
flights were those from London,
Dubai, Delhi, Hyderabad, Chen-
nai, Vadodara, Goa and Bhuba-
neshwar: Later in the day, all the
flights returned and landed at
Mumbai, said the Mumbai air-
port spokesperson. T
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Air India Fourth
Most Punctual
Airlinein the World

New Delhi Air India has

w heen judged as the world's
* [owrthimost purclual airline

im June, acoording Lo pre-
stiglous Cirium's 2n-Time Performance
(0T} rankings. Saudiz alriines topped
rankings followad by Korean Alr, Aero-
mexico while Singapore Airlines was
ranked fifth, The Tata Group-owned
alrline recorded anan-time arrival rate of
86.85% across 15,135 flights during the
manth, urderscoring signficant improve:-
ments in schedule reliahility, Theairdine
said that this ranking reflects sustained
imvestmentsinoperational resilience,
Improved etwork planning, and en-
hanced execution across 15 domestic and
international operations. —Owr Bureau
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Air Arabia to
compensate
passenger

The District Consumer
Disputes Redressal
Commission, Coimbatore,
held Air Arabia liable for
deficiencyin service for
denying boarding to
Manikandan Nagaraj,
claiming his passport was
“not machine readable”.
The Commission noted he
travelled to the UAE the
same day on another airline
using the same passport. It
directed Air Arabia to
refund ¥16,572, pay T1.2
lakh compensation and
5,000 litigation costs
within one month, failing
which 9% annual interest
will apply.
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CRUISING AGAIN
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INDIAS DOMESTIC aviation mrleet rebourided in
May as summier holidiy traveland a Gavourable bise
Tt lifted passenger traffic alter three months of
subdsed growth. Domestie alr passengerirallic ross
S.5% vear-on-vear o 15,4 milkion, from Fel milliona
yerarago, according to the latest data from the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCAL

Treallic also recovered rom 3.5 million in Apeil alter
hemeringat B million in beth Febroary and March.
The Favourable base lirgely reflects kst year's
disruption, when travel curhs and wealer demand
following Operation Sindoor and heightened ndia-
Pakistan tensions weighed on passenpeer traffic.
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Rain in Delhi, Mum
hlts Abad ﬂlﬁhts

File photo

A flight to Mumbai was cancelled on Tuesday,whlie multiple services
operated behind schedule at the city airport

Times News NETwoRk

Ahmedabad: Heavy rain in
Delhi and Mumbai disrup-
ted flight operations at Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel Inter-
national (SVPT) Airport on
Wednesday, delaying several
arrivals and departures and
forcing the cancellation of a
flight to Mumbai.

Airport sources said
flights operating between
Ahmedabad and Delhi,
Mumbai and Kolkata were
affected due to rotational de-
lays caused by adverse weat-
her at the destination air-
ports.

A flight to Mumbai was
cancelled, while multiple
services operated behind
schedule. Several flights ar-
rived late from these destina-
tions, according to sources.

Alrlines issued travel ad-
visories asking passengers
to check their flight status
before leaving for the air-
port. Akasa Air said heavy
rain in Mumbai, Delhi, Pune
and Goa had affected flights
across its network,

AirIndia warned that ad-
verse weather could disrupt
services to and from Delhi,

WR fortifies
tracks, bridges

he Western Railway's

Ahmedabad divisionhas
intensified its monsoon
preparedness to ensure
passenger safety and
uninterrupted train operations.
Areview meeting was chaired by
divisional railway manager Ved
Prakash. Officials reviewed
preventive maintenance of
tracks, bridges, culverts and
drainage systems. Special
attentionwas givento
preventing waterlogging at
stations and railway yards, while
vulnerable bridges were under
round-the-clock monitoring.

As part ofthe preparedness
drive, 132km of side drains were
cleaned, while tree cutting and
trimming was completed at 190
locations. To deal with flooding
atRoad Under Bridges (RUBs),
260 high-capacity pumps were
installed. mn

while IndiGo said poor weat-
her in Delhi and heavy rain
in Mumbai had affected the
schedules. IndiGo also advi-
sed passengers toallow exira
travel time.
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