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Air India crash: Initial
report submitted to ministry

ANAMD SINGH

Almost 26 days after the
tragic air crash involving
Afr India London-bound
AT, which left over 270
dead on june 12, the Aireraft
Arcidents Investigation Bu-
reau (AATB) has shared ils
preliminary report withithe
Miniztry of Civil Aviation,
sources said on Tuesday.
According tosources, the
AALR submitted its predim-
inary report of crash after

studving and analvsing the
reports it gathered from the
two black boxes that were
recoviered and whose data
were successfully down-
loadled.

The source said that the
report outlined the key oh-
setvations by the investiga-
tors related o Oight data.
weather conditions, clectri-
ecal. .mechanieal ortechnical
performance by the adrcraft
alier taking ofl from the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
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Initial report submitted to ministry

COMTINUED FROM Y

International Arport and
the erew notions and their
communication with the
Adr Traffic Control (ATC).
The source said that the
prelimimary report is also
hased on the technical ob-
servations and seversl peo-
ple questioned especially
from the ATC, airline and
those who witnessed the
crash [rom the ground.
The comtents of the report
is yet to be made public, the
sources said, adding that
the AALE issfill eontimming

ifs in-clepth imvestipation to
determinge the exact cse of
the crach and recommend
safety measures going for

wandl.

The source also said that
the AAIE has not comelud-
eid the reasons that led o
such a massive air disaster
in Indias aviation history in
decdes,

The ill-fated ALIT1 Boe-
my T87-8 Dreamliner had
crashed within 30 sreonds
maments after taking off
froan the adrport on June 12
at L3% pom., Ohel of 242 pas-
semgers on board, 241 had

died, while over 30 peaple
died on ground afrer it
crashed on B} Medical Hos-
tiel building and exploded

The AAIH is also said to
have carried out the simu-
lation of the Mght data of
the il Fated Right in simula-
tor with seenario of douhle
engine [aillure, wheels not
reacted and without flaps
coffigured.

The Boeirg. which manwe
factured the Dreamliner
operated by the Air India
i al=o said tobe cooperat-
img with the AAIB and the
DGOA in jts probe.
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Public Accounts Committee tells DGCA to
hold a complete safety audit of all aircraft

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Public Accounts Com-
mittee headed by senior
Congress leader K.C. Venu-
gopal sought a complete
audit by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on the safety status
of all aircraft operating in
the country.

This direction comes in
the context of the recent
crash of Air India's Ahme-
dabad-London flight killing
241 of the 242 passengers
aboard. With the probe
sill on, there was no de-
tailed discussion in the
committee on the Ahme-

Point of discussion: The members also deliberated on ‘arbitrary’
sUrga in alr tcket prices, according to sources, FILE PHOTOD

dabad crash. The members
confined themselves to
broader concerns about sa-
fety, questioning the safety
review procedures in the
COUnNEry.

CQuestions were raised
on who certifies airworthi-

ness and the robustness of
existng inspection
SYSIEIS.

Mr. Venugopal told re-
parters after the meeting
that the committes mem-
bers were all worried
about safety issues, with

MNationalist Congress Party
MP Praful Patel noting that
EVETY passenger wants to
feel safe about the journey,

The members also de-
liberated on “arbitrary™
surge in air rcket prices,
and cited a host of exam-
ples, including the mani-
fold hike of fares during
the Maha Kumbh in Praya-
graj, sources said.

When an official said the
DGCA would be talking o
airlines to have a consen-
sus on developing a me-
chanism against price surg-
%5, a BIP member asked il
the “unfair practice”
wiolld continue for want of
consensus while some oth-

er MPs added that the avia-
tion regulator has the re-
mit to take action.

The DGCA said it would
be putting puidelines in
place to curb anv unrea-
sonable surge in prices, the
sOUrces said.

The committee raised
concerns about discrepan-
cies in user and tariff
charges berween AAl-oper-
ated and private airports.
The members expressed
dissatisfaction with the Air-
ports Economic Regulato-
ry Authority of India (AE-
RAYs explanation of s
tartfl calculation mechan-
ism.

(With PTI inputs)
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Parliamentary panel discusses Al plane crash,
airfare hike post-Pahalgam terrorattack

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Membersof Padioment’s Puble:
Accounts Committee (PAC)
on Tuesday metwith top officiak
froem the Chal Avtation Minisiry
and representatives from major
pirlines here and mised senous
CONCETNS over aviation safety
in the wake of the Air India
Flight Al -171 crash in Ahmed
abad on 12 june, sources said.
The members of the Par-
liamentary panel also raised
conoerm over the sudden surge
in Bight bares from Sonagarto
other cides after the mecent
terror attack in Pahakgm, the
sources smid
Severnloommitiee mambers
have expressed stmng disss-
i Ection over the Wity virious
aidines dmstically moreased
their fnres from and to Son ogac
after the Aprl 2 Pahalpam
tierror attiack, IJ1|-!.'-\.i|.||.|.
I'hesourcealsomentioned
thatmany MPsnoted that such
arbee in Bures fs apainst the set

standanls

Assurge m airfiresfollowing
the terror attack in Pahalgam
prompted the Directomte Gen-
eral of Civil Aviaton (DGCA)
to ismue an advis ony to aidines
regarding sudden fare hikes
and (o walve cancellation
i ||.1rg|-1

Among other issuos dis-
cussed. according to sournces,
suenmernbers oo the Cyipo-
sithon parties have demanded
o special audit of the Bureau
ofCivil Avintion Security ( BUAS).

Annither key Esuediecussed
wias the fital crash of Alrlndia
Flight Al-171 om 12 june, The
pircraft. a Boeing 787 -8 Diream-
limer, crashed shorly afier

iakeofffrom Ahmedabad's Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel Inter-
nationgl Almpon, It struck a
hostel building of B} Medical
College, ldling 241 of the 242
people on board, including
Frvrrvvesr Gujarat ChlelM indster
Vijoy Rupuni

M sought clanity on severml
key ponts fram minksry officink.
A MP sought 1o know about
thetime frmmeforcompletmg
investigations and analysis of
the plane's Elack Box and
whether there were any offers
from fomign cxperts (o assist
in the investipation

Odfficials from the Minktry
of Cavil Aviation, DMrectomie
Gineml ofCivil Aviaton (DGCA),
Adrpons Economic Regul otory
Authaority aflndia (AERA), Adr-
ponts Authority of India (AAD,
AAICargo Logisticsand Allied
Services Company Lid.
{AAICLAS), BCAS, and repre-
si=pilla Erves froen T o i
like: Adr Indin IndiGo, Akasa
and Spicelet were present at
the mesting,
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A’bad airport
gets another
bomb threat

Ahmedabad: A bomb
threat email received late
on Monday by the Airports
Authority of India (AAI
triggered a security proto-
col at Sardar Vallabhbhai
fatel International (SVPI)
Airport in Ahmedabad.
The threat was declared a
hoax after a thorough se-
arch by security agencies.

According to the FIR fi-
led at the SVPI Airport po-
lice station, the complaint
waslodged by the Landside
Security Manager employ-
ed by the Adani Group at
the airporti. The complaint
stated that around 2.43 am
on July 7, an email was re-
ceived from an unknown
address, claiming that TED
explosiveswere hiddenina
bathroom pipeline at the
airport.

All emergency stan-
dard operating procedures
(SOPs) were activated. The
airport’s Bomb Detection
and Disposal Squad , along
with Central Industrial Se-
curity Force(CISF) person-
nel and loeal police, con-
ducted a detailed inspec-
tion of the premises. “No
suspicious object was fo-
und during the search. The
threat has heen classified
asahoax,” an airport sour-
ce confirmed.
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Cities & Airports: Too Close For Comfort

A study puts eight Indian airports among the world's top 50 most enclosed by urban sprawls. Mumbai tops
the list, while Ahmedabad — which saw one of India’s worst aviation disasters last month — ranks 12th

Soumya Aryadtimesofindia.com

ew Laxminagar in
Ahmedabad's
Meghaninagar ares
i a colony for the ur
ban poor, with 600
flats packed Inta 11 blocks, The
terrace of Block F offers a chilling
perspective on how close its 2,000-
odd residents were from where
Al's flight 171 exploded into s fire-
Wil moments aner tike-aff on
Juine 12 just 250 metres. Also din-
geronsly close s the Civil Hospital
campus and a sen of settlements,
“Itcould have been us,” says o,
a Laxminagar resident, pointing to
the charred hostel and mess build-
ings on the Bl Medical College
campus. Her eyes shift left, to an
afreraft taking off from the runway,
Just over Zkm avway, As it thunders
past Block F the Sikyerr-old shud-
lers, A fiew lanes away, Hajesh Dan
tmni (35), who runs a small grocery
atore nedar the Gujarat Honsing
Board colony, points to the spot be-
hind his shop where the plane
crashed — it's o stone's throw,
Like Iln and him, tens of thou-
sands of people on the pertphery of
Ahmedabad airport I in the shad-
ow of danger, as highlighted by &
2022 study, “You're Surrounded!
Measuring the Enclosure of Air-
ports in Urban Areas’, by Belglan
ressarchers Tals Grippa & Frodéric
Dobroszkes. Published in The Pro
fessional Ceographer, the study
maps how ‘enclosad' the world's im-
portant alrports are within urban
centres of various densities.

Urban Enclosures
Eachualrport Is s speciic o
o —aannng other factors—
fie volumes, fleests, rumwsy use, mir-
port procedues, climb profiles and
weather The index, calculated
within a 15km radins, puts eight
Indian aicports in the top 50. Mum-
hai's Chhatrapati Shivaji Mahars)j
International Abrport, with an en
closure index of 2162815, leads the
ghotwal st covering M5 alrports
The enclosure index measures
how dhenzaly popukated an airpor’s
surroundings are, with poople living
closer to the airport welghted more
ey gince aviation impacts 1k
notse amd pollution decrease with
distance. Almedabard, which wit
neised the worst svintion dissster in
Indian history, is ranked 12th glob
ally with an enclosure index of
10,82 5L This heightens the threat

DIAN AIRPORTS

to 1ives on ground, even F & plane
dropping from the sky is ram.

“Unusually, on thet day, this
Might filed (o maintain its glide
angle over Rlock F says la
“Which 18 why probably people of
this colony and the several thou-
sands more living in hunidreds of
societies around the pirport periph-
ery eacaped death, personal trage-
dies nnd loss of property.”

Safety Standards

Subhash Kumar. former general
manager (fire service & fre train-
inath al Airports Avithociey of Indi
(AAT and chalrman of the Indian
Aviation Flre Safety Speclallst
Group(LAFSSG), states inhis snaly-
aia that the erash site spannied 200m.

“Enforcement of a 3km bidfer
arcund airports has been lax in
Ahmedabad due to rapid urban ex
pansion.” his report highlights, add-
g, “The proxiny of pesidential
buildings to the fight path amplified
groumd casualties and complicated
CMETREnCY response,”

The disaster prompted ihe min-
istry of urban development Lo order
areview af aoning violations, which
contdd hawe potentlal mmplications for
other Indian airports.

Guidelines for airport develop-
ment specify different rules for new
airports and for expansion of exist-

Ing anes. For the new RIFpOCts, a
buffer area of 68sq km — where
residential construction is not per
mitted — i rocommended. Foredst
ing alrports, it 15 recommended for
city planners to disaliow resident izl
areds, hospitals and schools from
being kaid out within s certain area
of the serodmme

The Urban and Regional Devel-
opment Plans Formulation and Im
plementation (URDPFT) guidelines,
which most urban plans refer (o as
o biasis for allocating land use, based
om popitlaten and consequent infra-
structiire demands, recomimetd a
buffer zone of 20km radios smownd
an alrport. Thils zorwe st e very
low development, and mot contain
things like wildlife sanctuaries,
zovs bird sanctuaries

‘Escaping’ Enclosures
Indin’s cities are growing ot an un-
predictable rate. Ahmedabad and
Pune are expanding rapidly while
Surnt nnd Ghazlabad are among the
Fnstest growing in the workd

Utpal Sharma, chair professor at
Miema University’s Instiiue of Ay
chitecture and Planning. who has
warked extensively on bousing poli
vies and urban design gubdelines,
aays many airports — such as the
ones in Mumbal, Ahmedabad and
Dethi — were built on the ootskirts,

long bedire thie urban spraw] arounid
them grew "We did not anticipate
this prowth,” e says.

Wil it s too bade to move things
around exlsting alrports, cities ke
Mumibakand Dedbd ave shifing new
air operations outside their limits
Ahmedalead, ton, 15 considering a
mowve to [kholers, offering planners
a chance to guide development ap-
progriately P L Sharmo, a city plan
ning expert, says maintaining o X
40k green bufler around existing

i is “impossible™ and riddled
with enforcement challenges

Dripak Patel, president. CREDAT-
Cagfarat, feels the question of illegal
copsiruciions does not arlse “Mo
buikifing can come up near airports
without AALs permission”, he says,
adding bullders must get permis-
aions from leeal antharities snyway

The Funnel Formula

The ‘alrport funmned 18 o deshenstoed
corridor that aircraft follow during
taka-offs and lanadings, and foems a
critical cumponent of air safitty that
must remin clear of all obstruc-
thons, Y17 thsse Tumneds e "plnc
tuired’ by ohjects (such as buildings
or other eonstructions), they may
pose f threat o adreraft during nd-
ing or take-off," explains P L Shar
tmil, acdiding that the funnel amea ex
tends up to 2km: This regulatory

provision has besen in place forover
Avears and is enforced by the civil
aviation department.
Acvording to him, in Surat (3h
In enclesure index rankings), there
wre around 20 bulldings pumncti
inmg the fiinne] n 2016 “They are still
there In Bhavmagar, there 15 no
mechanism to measure the airport
reference point o know wihich nikd
Ing is puncturing the funnel,” he
says. Authorities don't think about
disasters, so they control the ight
peath with height restrictions — the
minkmum thing o douder develop-
ment pressurs, acoonding toexperts.
PI. Sharma says sparse develop
ment and changes In land use are
part of the solution. “In Vidodira,
thesurroumed g zone was converted
|mto an industrial ares,” be says.
“Currently, buildings around
the upcoming alrport in Panvel
hove been granted o height of over
150m," savs Mumbal architect
Laxmi Bhagwat. "This forces us
tothink — were the rules laid ear-
lier incorrect, or whether amend-
ments made o them have failed to
Aceormimodate i larger pleture.™
This is particularly important,
as India envisions 50 new alrports
for enhanced connectivity economic
expanaion and ease of living
“Hence, sadioty anodind alrports masst
be given impartance, especially

when moat alr disasters take place
churing take-offs and lnndings,” adds
Phiagwat, calling for wolvement of
uiban planning experts and archi-
tects, along with mdationexperts. in
drafting develogment policies

As population density grows,
and with the wave of redevelop-
ment, residents of Mumbai's Vile
Parle are seeling increase in per-
missible helghts over and above
the prescribed height by civil
aviation authorities due to lack of
awareness of the impacts of Living
around an afrport.

Preventing Disasters

50, will we go back to being com
placent® Will the Ahmedabad dis-
aster and the risk to Hves on the
ground be furgotien”

“We tolerate until things come
down, " saye Utpal. “Some g ol
ies are still thinking small when
they need hard mensures. What we
aredoing insteard is trying to control
things by regularising haphazard
development. City planners shy
mweay from raising issoes bafire govt,
anil offering optlons.”

Gujarat has been planning a
greenfiold arport at Dholern, which
will become the now Ahmedabad
airpart. “But that will take timse, and
henee the current alrport i being
eopanded.” says 'L Sharma.

Bt Amitabh Pawde, o former
AAT engineer who was posted in
Ahmedalusd gnd Guwahati, smong
othier airports, save alr safety cannol
be assured in plecemsesl expansion
“This i mot ow indernational alr
ports are developed. Every aspect
ahaibd be factored in, nclnding fu
ture growth and projections, and
land] acquisition for parallel run-
ways. All this s not possible at
Ahmednbod airport. The only alter-
mundfve b de shibly L says Pawde.

He slso underfines a very critical
factor o air safiety: how hol aeity 1
“Whre the temperatine i high. the
air becomes rare, making maintain-
Ing thrusi difMeult for an alrerafl
when taking off.”

Metropolitan Solution

But an aviation industry source
says [t's impossible to have alr
ports without population around
thetn. Even i they are built away
from the city, a satellite population
will develop, “Afr accidents are
ome in o million,” he says, request-
ing anonymity. “This study's
okl will not b of help in arban
planning, There always needs to
be a compromise between connec
tivity and people on the ground.”

Another stark reality is thata
large part of such populations Is
poor A prime example of that is

Mumbai's Dharav] shama, which
sprawel adjacent to both airport ter-
miinals. “Laver-cost housa owners are
timaware ol the risk they am Dving
under,” says P L Sharma. “You can't
expect them tobe aware of the rules
on planmed development, when their
real nead is a ool above their head,”
If disiestor strikes, compensation
does not cover long-term hnpect on
Hives, “Rehabilitading themselves
mnid resuming livelihoods become
dilficull processes for such grougps.
especially if the physical competen-
cles of injured survivors have besn
atllected,” savs a civie olfieial
Planning should happen st the
Etrapa D reghon level, nod just
it the municipal level, says Utpal.
The Tith Constitutional Amend

ment mandates Metropolitio Plan-
nimg Committees (MPCs) o regions
with populations over 10 kikh (o
prepare development plims,

Cirles like Mumbai, Bengalu
i, Chennal, Delhi and Hyderabad
have already defined such region-
ol boundaries,

With growing urban populn-
tlons, coordinated planning be-
coanaes essential For example, new
airports are often built far from
city centres and paired with con-
vention centres, hotels and real
elate 1o ensiare Moanckal viability
— as seen In Delhi’'s Aerocity
Whitle it ray e impossible to leep
people away from these hubs,
planmed dovelopment can provent
iinregildated sproowl

{Inputs from Parag Dave)
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Cities & Airports: Too Close For Comfort

A study puts eight Indian airports among the world's top 50 most enclosed by urban sprawls. Mumbai tops
the list, while Ahmedabad — which saw one of India’s worst aviation disasters last month — ranks 12th

Soumya.ryalimesnlindia.com

oW Laxminngar |n
Ahmedabad's
Meghaninagar aren
= a colony for tho ur
an poor, with 600
fata packed into 11 blocks, The
terrace of Block F offers a chilling
perspretive on how close (15 2000
odid residents were from whero
Al's flight 171 exploded into a fire-
ball moments after take-off on
Jung 12: just 250 metres, Also dan
gerously closa is the Civil Hospital
cimpus and a ses of seltlements,
= Itcumalel Bave bisen ws,” says Il
a Laximilnagar resldent, pointing to
the charred hostel and mess build-
ings on the B Medical College
pumpus. Her eyes shift left, to an
atreraft inking off from the minway,
just over 2km away. As it thunders
past Blook F the Slyear-old shiud-
ders, A few lanes away, Rajesh Dan-
tami (35), who runs 8 small grooery
store near tho Gujarat Housing
Board colony;, points o the spot e
hind his shop where the plane
crashed — it's a stone’s thirow,
Like I ant] him, tens of tho-
sands of people on the periphery of
Almedabad sbrport fve in the shod-
ow of denger, as highlighted by
2022 study, “You're Surrounded!
Measuring the Enclosure of Air
perrts in Urban Areas’, by Belgian
resenrchers Tals Grippa & Frédéric
Dohruszhes. Publishad in The Pro-
feszional rrapher, the study
miaps how enchosed the warkd's im-
portant airports are within urban
cantres of varions densities

Urban Enclosures

Each afrport s a specic rase, hised
o -~ armng other factors — air ol
o wolumes, feets, romwiy use, e
ot procedres, climb profiles and
weather, The index, calculated
within u 15km radius, puts elght
Indinn alrports h the tog 50, Mum
bai's Chhatrogat Shivad| Maharad
International Abrport, with an on-
clisise index of 2182418, leads this
gholal Lkt covering 245 alrports
The enclosure index mensures
how densely populated an airport’s
surroundings are, with poople living
closer to the aliport welghted mon:
heavily, since aviation impacts like
nd pollution decrease with
Ahmedabad, which wit-
nesserd the worst avintion disaster in
Indinn history, = manked 12th glob-
ally with on enclosure index of
10,8250 This heightens the thremt

o Hves on grovnd, even if @ plane
Uropping from the sky is rar.

“Unusually, on thut day, this
flight failed to maintain it glide
angle over Block EY says [la.
"Which is why, probably, people of
this enlony and the several thou
sandls more living in hundreds of
aocietkes arounid the airport periph-
ory escaped doath, personal irage
dies and logs of properiy”

Safety Standards

Subhash Eumar, former general
manager (fire servios & fire train-
inghat Alrports Authority of India
(AAL el chabrman of the ndisn
Aviation Fire Safety Specialla
Gromp (TATFSSG), states in hisanaly-
sis thirt tha erash she spanned S00m.

“Enforeoment of & 3km buffer
around alrports has been lax in
Al b duowe fo rapdd urban ex-
pansion.” his mport highlights, adil-
Ing, “The proximiey of residentinl
tidldings to the flight path amplified
ground casualtios and compdicated
CIMETELNCY response.”

The disaster promped the min
istry of urban developmend to order
arviow of goning violations, which
cottld huve poteritial implications for
other Indlan sirports

Guidelines for abrport dovelop
mont speciy different Fules for new
nirparts and for expansion of exist:

ing ones. For the new airports, a
budfer ares of B-8ag km — whers
residential eonstruction {s not per-
mitted - iarecommended. Foiexise
Ing mirparts, it is recommmended for
city planners to disallow residentinl
areas, hespitals and schools from
beimg Ik ot within s certain area
ol the asrndrome

Tha Urban and Regionn] Devel
oprent Plans Formolation and fm
plementation (URIPFT) guidelines,
whirh moet urban plans mofer to as
i boasfs fior nllocat ing Jand use, bosed
om pespitlathon and consequent infra-
strueture demands, recommend a
bffor 2one of 2Hm radius arownd
an alepart. This aone must ero very
low development, and not contain
things like wildlife sanctuaries
oos/ bird sanetuiries.

‘Escaping’ Enclosures
Inakka’s citles are growlng at an iin-
prodictable rate. Ahmadahad and
Pune are expanding rapidly, while
Surat and Ghiztabad are among the
[nstest growing in the world

Litpand Sharma, chidr professor at
Nirma University's Institute of Ar-
chiteeture and Planoing, who has
workesd etonsively on hoieing poll-
cles mnd urban design gaidelines,
says many airports — such as the
anes i Mumbal, Alunedaba snd
Delhi — were built on the omiskirts,

long hefore the urbian sprawl arounid
them grew “We did not antieipate
this growth," he smys

While it s too bute to meve things
aroumnid existing sirports, cities ke
Mumbai sned Delhi nre shiffting new
adr operations outside thelr Hmits,
Ahmedabad, ton, 15 considering a
e i Diholera, offering planners
a chanen to guide dovelopment ap
propriataly L. Sharmi, a city plan
Ning Expert, says mamtsining a K
Sk grvon buffer around extsting
alrports is “impossibhe and riddied
with enforeement challenges

THpak Patel, president, CREDAT
Grparad, foels the question of ezl
eonstructions does not arkse. “No
Tuikding can come up near airports
without AAL's pormission”, be svs,
achding butlders mist get permis
slons from local authorities anywas

The Funnel Formula

The ‘airport fummed’ i1 a designatod
vorridor thist aireradt follow during
take-offs and landings, and forms &
eritical companent of nirsafedy that
vt pemnin clear of all obstrue
tions, "I these funnels are “panc
tred’ by objects (such as buildings
ot ol eonstructlons), they may
pose  threat to airersft during knd-
ing or take-ofl)" explains P L Shoar
it milid g thist the fietrsed area ox:
tends up to 22kny. This regulstory

A plana prisgarns
M Chi
Mahnraj Intern;

prewnision has been i place forover
) venrs and is enforeed by the civil
avintion department
Accarding to him, in Surat (3h
in enclosure index rankings), there
were o 2 bildings ponetre
g the fammed in 2006, “They are still
there In Bhavnagar, there is no
machanism to measnre the airpor
rofererncs paine fokmow which bulld
Ing is puncturing the fannel,” ha
says. Authorities don't think about
thisastiors, so they control the Tighd
path with helght restricthons — the
i g to do wrider develop
ment presaure, soeording o experts.
P L Sharma says sparse develop
ment and changes in kand uge are
part ol the solution, “In Vedodara,
thier suurToiined g 2one wis commeriod
Irito an inchastrial avea,” he sos
“Currently, buildings sround
the upeoming airport in Panvel
hive been granted a helght of over
150m." says Mumbal architect
Laxmi Bhogwnt, “This forces us
to think— were the rules laid car-
ller incarrect, or whether amend
ks mtde bo them have fadled (o
neoommodite & larger pioture.”
This is particularly important,
as India env isions 50 pew alrports
for enhanced connectivity, economibs
expansion and ease of living
“Hunee, safioty avound atrports mest
b given importance, eapecially

when most alr disasters take ploe
during take-offsand landings,” adds
Bhogpwat. calling for imolvement of
urbisn planning experts and archi-
Neits, b withs aviation experts, in
drafting developmment polbcies

As population density grows,
and with the wave of redevelop
ment, residents of Mumbad's Vile
Porde are seeling increnas in per-
migsible helghts over and above
the prescribed holght by eivil
aviation authorities due o lack of
awireness o he impacts of living
areiinid sn alrport

Preventing Disasters

B, will we go back to being com-
placent? Will the Ahmedabiad dis
aster and the risk w lives on the
groiind be forgmtten?®

Wi tolerate until things come
down," says Utpal. “Some kirgo ci-
e are still thinking small when
thery need hard mensiunes, What we
e dhord g brisdead ks frving to control
things by remlarising haphazrd
development. City planners shy
iy from casing kesies bolore govt,
and offering opthoms.”

Gujarat has been planning »
proenfield nirport at Dholera, which
will become the now Ahmedabad
pirpart. “But that will ke fime, and
hemce the current adrport @5 being
expended.” says P L Sharma.

But Amitabh Pawde, & former
AAL engines who was posted in
Ahmedabid anrd Guwahati, smang
other atrports, aays atrsafery cannot
be assured in piecemeal expansion.
“This is not how international sir-
ports are developed. Every aspect
shantakd be factored in, ncluding fu-
ture grosth and projections, and
land acquisition for paradiel run.
ways. All thia is not possible at
Ahmedabad airport. The miy alter:
mative is to shilt 1" says Pawd

He sebso unedeerfines o very eritical
faetor to alrsafiety: hiow ot @ city 15
“Wihsere the temmperature is high, the
e bocornes v, makng makntain-
ing throst difficult for an aircraft
when taking oft "
Metropolitan Solution
But on sviation indusiry source
suys it's iImpossible to have air-
ports without popuilition aroind
them. Even If they are buili pway
from the oity, 8 satellite populstion
will develop, “Alr accidents are
o i million,” he says, request
ing anonymity. “This study's
mexcke] will not be of help in arban
planning. There slways needs fo
b i compromise between eonnec-
thvity rnd people on the grooand.”

Another stark reality is that a
large part of such populitions is
poor A prime example of thot is

Mumbal's Dharsvl slums, which
sprow] adjacent to both arpart ter
minals “Low-cost house oawners are
ungwaire of the risk they are Lving
under,” says P L Sharma, = You com't
expect them obe aware of the rulis
it plarmed development, when thedr
il e is o roof abowve fhedr head,”

I disastor sirikes, compensation
does nnt cover losng-term rpact an
lives, “Rehabilitating themselves
il resurming Hvelihoods beomme
processes for soch groups, especial-
Iy if the physical competencies of
e susvivors hive beep aflisen-
vd,” sas a civic official

Planning should happen of the
metropolitan regbon level, not just
ot the municipal level, says Utpal
The Tith Constitutional Amend-

mient mandates Metropalitan Plan-
ruing Commiftees (MPCs) e reglons
with populations over 10 kakh o
prepare development plans,

Citles Like Mumbai, Bengolu
i, Chennad, Delhi and Hyderabad
have already definesd such region
il borundaries,

With growing urban populi-
thons, coordinated planning be
comaes essential. For exmmple, new
nirports are often bulli for from
city cemtres and paired with con
vertlon centres, hotele and real
pstate to ensure financial viability
— as #itwn in Delhi's Avrocity
Wille it may be tmpessibibe to keep
people away from these hubs,
planned development can prevent
unregilated sprowl.

(Trputs from Parog Dave)
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Cities & Airports: Too Close For Comfort

A study puts eight Indian airports among the world's top 50 most enclosed by urban sprawls, Mumbai tops
the list, while Ahmedabad — which saw one of India's worst aviation disasters last month — ranks 12th

SoumyaAryaftimesofindia.com

vw Laxminagar in
Ahmedabad's
Meghaninagar area
is a colony for the ur
ban poor, with 604
flats packed into 11 blocks. The
tormioe of Block Foffersa chilling
perspective on how close [ts 2,000
odd residents were from where
Al's Might 171 exphoded into & five-
ball moments after take-off on
Jume 12 just 250 metres. Also dan-
perously close is the Civil Hospital
campus and & sea of settlements
Tt eoibd have been us,” savs Thi,
i Laxminogar resident, polnting to
the charred hostel and mess build-
ings on the BJ Medical College
campus. Her eves shift lefi. to an
nireraft taking off from the runway,
Just over Zkm away As it thunders
past Block F, the 50-vearald shixl-

tand (55). who rans a small grovery
store near the Gujarat Housing
BHoard colony: pelots to the spot bi
hind his shop where the plane
Tashed — it's & stone's throw
Like [l anel him, tens of thoo-
sitnis of people on the periphery of
Almedabad airport Tive in the shad-
ow of danger, as highlighted by &
2022 study, “You're Surrounded!
Measuring the Enclosure of Alr-
ports in Urhan Areas’, by Belgian
researchers This Grippa & Fréderic
Dobruszkes, Published in The Pro
fessional Geographer, the study
s how ‘enclosed’ the world's im
portant airports are within urban
cenitres of variows densities,

Urban Enclosures

Each alrport 13 a spaetfie case, hased
on — among other factors — ale ol
fie volumes, flests, romway nss, sir-
port procedures, climb profiles and
weather. The index, caleulated
within a 16km radius, puts eight
Inelian abrports in the top 50 Mo
bai's Chhatrapati Shivajl Maharaj
International Alrport, with an en
elosire index of 21,82 K14, leads the
glohal list covering 245 airparts.
The enclosure index measures
by demsely populated an aleport’s
surroumidings are, with peopleliving
chiser to the adrport welghted o
heavily, since aviation impects like
naise and pollution decrease with
distance. Ahmedabad, which wit-
nessed (he worst aviathon disaster in
Inddian history, is ranked 1xh glob-
ally with an enclosure index of
HLEL A1, This heightens the threat

o lives on ground. even if a plane
drapping from the sky is rare.

“Unusually, on that day. this
fight failed to maintaln its ghide
angle over Block F™ says Ila.
“Which 15 why probably, peaple of
this colony nnd the several thou-
sands more living in hundreds of
societies the airport periph:
ery escaped death, personal trage:
lies aml loss of property”

Safety Standards
Subhash Kumar, lormer general
manager (fire service & five mwain.
itk at Alrports Authority of India
(AAl and chairman of the Indian
Aviation Fire Sofety Specialist
Group(LAFSSG), states in hisanaly-
&is thot the erash site spanned H00m.
rforcement of & Jkm builer
around airports has been lax in
Ahmecabadd due 1o sapid urban ex-
pansion.” his report highlights, add-
ing, “The provimity of residential
Buildings tothe flight path amplified
ground casunltioes and complicated
CMErpEency responss,”

The disaster prompied the min:
istry of urban development to order
aroview ol soning violations, which
ool have potential implicatkons for
othor Iikan alrports

Gubdelines for airport develop-
mient spectfy different rules for niw
airparts and for expansion of exist.

ing ones. For the new airpocts, a
buffer area of f8sq km — where
residential construction 1s mot per-
mitted — ks vecammendad, Foeexist
ing alrports, it is recommended for
city planners to dizaliow residential
areas, hospitals and schools from
boing bndd out within a certain aren
of the aerodroms.

The Urban and Regional Devel-
opment Plans Formulation and lm-
plementation (TRDPFI) guldelines,
which most urban plans refer to as
a1 hesls for sl bocat g b use, based
o population and consagquent infra
structum demands, recommend &
buffer zone of Hikm radivs sround
o pdrport. This eone must hove very
low development, and not contain
things like wildlife sanctuaries,
ro0s/hird sanctuaries,
‘Escaping’ Enclosures
India’s cities Are growing 4t an un-
predictable rate, Ahmedabad and
Pune are expanding rapidly, while
Surat and Ghaziabad are ameong the
fastest growing in the world

Uepal Sharma, chabr profissorat
Nirma University’s Institute of Ar-
ehitecture and Planning, who has
worked extensively on housing poli-
cles and urban design guidelines,
sHYE many alrports — such #s the
ones in Mumbai, Ahmedabad and
Dedhi - were buxilt on the outskirs,

long before the urban spraw] around
them grew “We dild not anticipate
thiz growth," he says.

Wiile 11 k& o0 ke to mose things
around existing airports, cities ke
Murhat and Delhi are shifting new
nir aperations cutside their limits.
Ahmedalod, too, is considering o
move to Dholern, offering planners
1 chanes to guide developrment ap
propriately 1 Sharma, a city plan-
ndng expert, says maintaining a 20
akm green buffer around existing
alrports i~ imposstble™ and riddled
with enforcement challenges.

Diipak Patel, president, CREDAL-
Cagarat. feels the question of illegal
constructions does not arise. “No
building can come up near alrports
without AAT's permission”, he says,
sdding builders muost get s
s from Jocal authorities anyvwiny:

The Funnel Formula

The ‘atrpart funmel’ 12 5 designated
corridor that adreradt follow during
kol and ldings, and forms o
critical companent of mirsafety that
must remin clear of all obsirue
tions. "If these funnels are *puno-
tured' by objects (such as bulldings
or othar constructions), they may
posea threat toaireradl during ol
ing or take-off,” explains P L Shar-
ik, adding thist the funmel area ex-
tends up to 28km. This regulatory

E prepares to
hatrapat
Maharaj international Alrpart

provision has been in place for over
30 years and 8 enforosd by the civil
Aviation department.
According to him, n Surat (29t
in anelosure index runkings), there
were aroand 20 buildings paneture
ing the fimnel in 806, “They are still
there, In Bhivnagan there I8 no
mochanism to measure the sirport
reference poird bolmea whilch baild
ing ks puncturing the funnel.” he
says, Authorities don't think about
disasters, so they control the fikghe
path with helght restrictions — e
mirdmumm thing todounder develop
ment pressure, acconding oexperts
P L. Sharma saya sparse develop-
ment and changes in land use are
part of the solution. “In Vadodara,
the surrounding sone was coirverted
Invtes an indestrial area,” he savs.
“Currently, bulldings around
the upeoming alrport in Panvel
have been granted a height of over
150m," gays Mumbal architect
Laxmi Bhagwat. “This forces us
o think — weore the rules ladd ear
bier incorrect, or whether amend-
ments made to them have falled o
accommodate a larger picture.”
This is particulacly important,
a3 India erviskons 5 new airports
For epthimeed connect vty economibce
expansion and ease of living
“Henoe, safety arouind airports miist
b given importance, especially

when maost wir disasters take place
during take-offsand landings, " adis
Bhapwat, calling for involvement of
urban planning experts and archi-
tects, along with aviation experts.
drafting development policies

As population denaity grows,
and with the wave of redevelop-
ment, residents of Mumbai's Vile
Parle are seeklng Increase in per
missible heights over and above
the preseribed height by civil
aviation authorities due to lack of
awareness of the impietsal living
around an alrport,
Preventing Disasters
So, will we go back to being com-
placent? Will the Ahmedabad dis-
aster and the risk o lives on the
ground be forgotten?

“We tolerate until things come
chovwn,” says Utpal. “Some large eit-
ies are still thinking small when
they need hard measires, What we
aredoing instend s trying to control
things by regularizing haphazard
develapment. City planners shy
sty from ralzing fssues before gov,
amd offering opthons,”

Gujarat has been planning o
greenfisld airpartat Dholesa, which
Wil beeome the new Ahmedabad
airpart. Bt that will take tims, and
hence the current airport is being
expandesd,” says P L Sharma.

But Amitabh Pawte, n former
AAT enginesr who wa
Ahmedabad and Guwahatl, among
other AlEports, savs air sfery cannot
e e in plecemeal expansion.
“This ia not how international air
parts are developed. Every nspect
shoudd be Fretored In, Including fu
tore ond projections, and
lamd acguisitbon for parallel rmun

5. All this is not possible at
Ahmedabad airport The anly alter-
native is teshift it," says Pawds,

He also underlinesa very eritheal
factor toair safety: how hot 8 city 1=
“Whers the tem peruatiire is high, the
air becoimes rare, img maintain
Ing thrust difflendt for an aireraft
when taking off.”

Metropolitan Solution

Dut an aviation industry souree
SA¥& I's Impossitle 1o have alr
ports without population around
them, Even if they are built sway
from the city, a satellive populstion
will develop. “Alr accidonts are
one in s million,” he eays, request-
Ing anonymity “This study's
maodel will not be of help in urban
planning. There alwayvs needs to
e & compromise between connes-
tvity and peaple on the ground,™

Another stark reality is that a
large part of such populations is
poor. A prime example of that is

Mumhbai’s Dharavi slums, which
apraw] adiaceni to both alrport tere
minals. “Low-coat himse owners are
ungware of the cisk thoy are living
under,” says P L Sharma. ' You can't
expect therm 1o be aware of the rules
om planmies] developrment, when their
real need is o ool above thekr head. ™

IT disaster strikes, compansation
o not coves long-term impact on
liwes “Rehabilitating themselves
and resuming livelihoods become
processes for such groups, especial
Ly if the physical competencies of
Injured survivors have been affect
od." snye o civio officiel.

Planning shoukd happen at the
mtropolitan region level. oot just
al the munbceipal level, says Uipal
The 7ith Constitutional Amand-

ment mandates Metropolitan Plan-
ning Coammirtses {MPCE) for regions
with populations over 10 lakh to
pregare development plans.

Cities like Mumbai, Bengalu-
iy, Chennal, Dethi and Hyderabsd
have already difined such region-
al houndar bes

With growlng urban popula-
tHionz, conrdinated planning he-
comes essential, For example, now
alrports are often bullt far from
city centres and paired with con-
vention centres, hotels and re
cstate to ensure financial viability
— a8 seen in Delhi's Aerocity
While it may be impossible to keep
people away from these hubs,
planned development can prevant
unregulated sprawl.

(Inputs from Parag Daoe)
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In Delhi, CM seeks funds
for industrial corridor

Roushan. Alidtimesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Chlef minister A
Revanth Reddy Tuesday met
Unibon ministersJP Nadds and
Piyvush Goyal in New Delhi
amd put forth the state's de
minds, incliding timely supp-
Ty of wrea during the crop ses-
son, Mands for Mamnoor air
port in Warangal amd sanctios-
ningol Hyderabad-Bengaluru
Industrial Corridor as an Ae-
ro-Peafence cortidor

In his meeting with com
meree and industry minister
PMyush Goyal in the evening,
the UM sought central support
for development of Zaheern
bad Indusirinl Smart City He
ureed him toensure immedia
te release of Rs 59661 crome
approved by b il Tvidustri-
al Cortidor Development and
Implementstion Trast (NIC-

CM A Revanth Reddy with Unicn
minlster [ Madda in New Defni

DIT) for the development of
Smart City Revanth wanted
the Centre o provide financial
nssistnnce to develop infrast
ructure, malnly water and -
wer supply network, required
for the Smart City

®Continued on P5

CM seeks funds for

Telangana Chée! Minsster Revanth Reddy meets Union minister of
commerce and industry Piyush Goyal, in New Delki on Teesday

= From PL

plained the importance

of Hyderabad-Wa:
rangal corridoer o Goyal and
requested central fumds for
sy completion of Mam-
irport
The feasibility study of
the Hyderabad Vilayawasda
Industrial Corridor |5 in pro-
greas, The state govt has alre
ady set up a dedicated dofon.
o and aerospace park with
stute-of the-art Infrastructu
re in Adibatln. The Centre
should sanction the Hydera-
bad-Bengalurd  Industrial
Corridor as an Aero-Defence
corridor The stale govl has
also proposed the develop-
menl of 100 plug-and-play in
dlustrisl parks whic
dy for investments,”

"1 The chief minister ex

5]

ni

- |

tobd Goyal. Eariier in the doy,
the Chl mot Fertilisers and
chemicals minister Nodda
and urged him to supply urea
alloceted to Telangana in ti
medur|ng the crop season.
th brought to Nad
s notice that onlv .07 lakh
metrle tonnes of unes was
supplied between Apeil and
June 1o Telangana against
the requirement of
merric manes in the Kl
BEASON

“amuch as 63 (00 metric
tonnes of demestically pro
duced urea and 57,000 metric
tonnes of imporied drea we
re to be supplied 1o the state
o July, But the Centre sup-
liged oy 25,000 metric tonnes
of urea. Enhance the quota
of domestically produced ur-
ea for Telangana " the CM
tobid M

arif
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Cities & Airports: Too Close For Comfort

A study puts eight Indian airports among the world's top 50 most enclosed by urban sprawls. Mumbai tops
the list, while Ahmedabad — which saw one of India's worst aviation disasters last month — ranks 12th

SommyaArya@timesofindla.caom

ew Laxminagar n
Ahmedabad’s
Meghaninagar ares
15 & eolony for the ur
ban poor, with G400
fats packed into 11 blocks. The
terrovn of Block Foffers a chilling
prrspective on how elosa {ts 2000
adil Fesidenits were from whers
AT's flight 171 exploded nto & fire-
ball moments aler akeoll an
Jdune L just 250 martres, Also dan-
gerously close is the Civil Hospital
cumpis and a sen of settloments
“It eould have beonns,” says T,
o Laxminagar resldent, pointing to
the charred hostel aind mess build-
ings on the B Medical College
campus. Her eyes shift left, to an
atreraft taking off from the mnway
Just over 2km away As it thunders
past Block E the St-year-old shud-
ders, A few Lanes away, Hajesh Dan
tani (55), who runs a smiall grocery
store near the Gujarat Housing
Beard colony, points to the spot be-
hind his shop where the plane
crashed — i1'8 o store's throw,
Like s and him, tens of thou-
sands of people on the periphery of
Ahmedabad abrport e in the shad-
aw of danger; as highlighted by &
2022 siudy, “You're Surrounded!
Mensuring the Enclosure of Alr-
ports b Urban Areas’, by Belglan
researrhers Tals Gripps & Frodécic
Dobruszkes, Published in The Pro
fessional Geographer; the study
maps how ‘enclosed” the world's im-
pertant airports are within urban
centres of yorious densities.

Urban Enclosures

Each alrport |58 apecile case, hased
on — armonig other Buctors —adr trl-
fic volumes, Mleets, runway nse, sir-
part prncediores, climb profiles and
weather The index, ealculated
within a Ekm radins, puts sight
Indisn alrports in the top 50, Mum-
i’z Chhatrapat Shivaji Maharaj
International Alrport, with an en-
elosure index of 21,82 416, leads the
ahobal list covering 345 alrports
The enclosure index measures
how densely populated an airport's
strroubidings ame, with peopde Hving
cloaer tio the alport welghted more
hesrvily, sinee avintbon mpaets 1ke
nobse and pollution decrease with
diztance, Ahmedabad, which wit
massed the worst iviation dissster in
Indian history is ranked 12th glot-
ally with an enclosure index of
10,4250 This heightens the threat

por hvess on grownd, even (F @ plame

dropping from the sky i= rm
“Unusually, on that day, this

Might failed to maintain its glide

angle vver Block B says Tla
“Which s why. probably, peaple of
this colony and the several thou-
sands mor Iving in hondreds of
societhes around the atrport periph-
ery eacaped death, personal trage.
dies arul loss of propoerts”

Safety Standards

Subhash Kumar, former general
rhanager (e servies & Mire train-
ingh ad Adrports Authority of Inadis
(AAD and chairman of ihe Indian
Aviatien Fire Safety Spectallst
Cromp (TAFSSGH, states in his anly-
atathat the orash 2ite spanned 2m

“Enforcoment of u 3km buffer
around airports has been lax in
Abmmedabad due o rapid wrban ox
pansion,.” his report highlights, add-
g, “The prosdimity of resideniial
buildings to the fight path amplificd
ground casuallies and complicated
ETIERCY PeSpse,”

The disaster prompted ihe min-
Rstry of urbsn dervebopment Lo order
& review of zoning violations, which
o heve potential beplications for
other Indban airporis

Guidelines for atrport develop
et spec |y different rodes for new
nirports and for expansion of exist-

Ing ones. For the new nirports, a
budfer aren of G8sg km — where
residential comstruction is not per-
it — i rocommencded. For edst-
Ing alrport=. it is recommended for
ety planness o dlisallow residential
ureqs, hospitals amd schools from
b b ot within a ceriain area
of the serodrome.

The Urban and Regronal Devel-
apmemt Plans Forrmulation and bm
plementntion (UROPF) guidelines,
which moss urban pkans refer 1o as
i basis for allocating land use, based
o popilathon amd consspuent infm-
structure demands, recommaend a
buffer wone of 20km radius around
i et TS oawe isust v very
low development, and not contatn
things ke wildlife sanciuaries/
zoos/ bind sanchunries

‘Escaping’ Enclosures

Indin’s cities are growing at an un-
predictable rate. Ahmedalad and
Pune are expanding rapidly while
Surat and Ghazkabad are among the
Fastest growing in the workd

Urtpal Sharma, chair professaorat
Nirma Undversiy's Insthinle of Ar
chitecture and Planning, who has
worked ertensively on housing pali-
cies and urban design guidelines,
aays many airports - soch as the
oned i Mumbsl, Ahmedabad and
Delhi— were builton the oniskires,

long bedone e urbin spraw| around
them grew “We did not anticipate
this growth,” e sys

While 11 & too birte to move things
arviani] existing abrpores, cities liks
Muimbiad aned Dedhave shining new
air operations cutside their limits,
Ahmedatad, tono, is considering a
move to Dholera, offering planners
a chance to guide development sp
progriately. P L Sharma, acity plan
THIE EXpert, says mainmining a 5
Ak groen I|L|l’l?-| aroniyd extsling
airports is “ impossible™ and riddled
with enforcement challsnges

Dhipak Patel, president. CREDAT
Gufarat, feels the question of illegal
comsiructions does not arkse, “No
buibding can come up near airports
withoat AAL's permission ™, he siys,
acdding builders must get peromis-
micna from dncal autharities anyway

The Funnel Fermula

The ‘abrport funmel’ s o deshonsted
corridor that aircraft follow during
take-olfs and landings, and foems a
eritical componont of airsafiety that
must remain elear of all obatrue-
thons, "1 theesa Funmels are punc
tured’ by objects (such as buildings
o ether constrnetions), they may
o i thirest o aireradt during kuxd-
ing or talee-off." explains P L Shar
tmiat, medcding that the funned area ox
tonds up to 22km. This reguln

& plan
Mumbal
Maharaj In

provision has besn in place for over
a0 wenrs and is enforeed by the civil
aviatlon department.
According to him, in Surat (2%h
In enchsure ey rankings), thers
e avound &) billdings punctur
ing the funnel in 316 “They arestill
there. In Bhawnagar, there is no
mechinism to measiine the alrpoct
referenos paint to ko whick oikd
Ing is pusncturing the funnel,” he
says. Authorities don't think about
disagiers, so they control Cthie Dighi
jpath with height restrictions — the
muimkrman kng todo cder develops
ment pressure, socording o experts.
' L. Sharma savs sparse develog-
mant anid changes in land use bre
jpart af the solation, “In Visdodrs,
the surrounding zone was comveErtad
Intoun industrial aren,” be sy,
“Currently, butldings around
the upeonming airport in Panvel
hive been granted & height of over
150m, " says Mumbal architect
Laxmi Bhagwat. “This forces us
tothink — were the rules laid ear-
lier ineormect, or whethor amend-
ments made to them have failed to
acrommmodate @ Inrger pleture,”
This is particularly important,
ag India ervizions 50 new airpors
fior enhanced connectivity, economies
expaniion and ease of Hving
“Hienoe, sadiety mround alrpovts must
be given importance, especially

when minat aly |]IR.]_-!F|‘\1(|1-D‘!I|.|HT'
during take-offk and lindings, " adds
Fhagwat, calling for involvement of
urbin plinning experts and archi
tects, abong with miation expents, in
drarting development policies

As population density grows,
and with the wave of redevelop
mant. residents of Mumnbai's Vile
TParle are seeking increase in per-
milesible helghts over and above
the prescribed height by civil
aviation authorities due to lack of
awareness of the impocts of living
arvund an abrport

Preventing Disasters

o, will we go hack to being com
placent? Will the Ahmedsbad dis-
aster and the risk 1o Hhwes on the
grotind be forgotten?

“We tolerate witil things come
dow," says Utpol. “Some krge clt
jes are still thinking small when
they meed hard measures, What we
are doingr instead is trving tocontril
things by regulsrising haphazard
development. Tity planners shy
away froem raising issues bafore gt
and offering options,”

Gujarat has been planning a
greenfiald anport ar Dhoders, which
will beeome the new Ahmaedabad
atrpart. “But thatwill tnke time, and
teemen the current adrport ks being

" says P L Sharma.

But Amitabh Pawde, o former
AAT engineer who was posted in
Ahmedahad and Guwahat], smong
other airports, says alr salety cumol
b azsured in plecemes] expansion
“This & nol how internationad alr
ports mre developed. Every aspect
shonld be factored i, including fu
ture growth and projections, and
lnnd aequisition for poaliel rum:
ways. All this s not possible o

nd mirport. The ondy alter-
mative is to sl il says Pawde

He plsounderdines a ververitical
factor foalrsafisty: how hol acity s
Wi the temperature i= high, the
alrbecomes rave, making meintain-
Ing thrust difflenlt for an alresal
wihen taking oft"

Metropolitan Solution

But an aviation industry source
saye It's impossible 1o have air
ports without population around
them. Even I they are bailt away
from the city, o satellite populntion
will develop, “Alr aceidents are
ok ina millkon,” be save. reguest-
Ing anonymity “This study's
mioshiEl will not be of help in urban
planning, There always needs to
Bt eompromise betwesn connes
tivity and people on the ground.”

Amnother stark reality is that a
large part of such populations s
poar A prime expmple of that is

Mumbaj's Dharavi slums, which
sprmy] adjacent to both airport ter
minals “Low-cost house owners are
wnware of (he risk ey are Lving
unider” says PL Sharma “Youcan't
eapect U o e aware of therules
on plinned development, when their
peal neod is:a ool abave their head
1 dispester sirikes, compensation
does not eover long-term impact on
lives, “Rehabilitating (themselves
ind resuming livelithoods become
diMicult processes for such groups,
espocially if the physical competen-
clesof injured survivors have been
Mo, ™ says i civic olTicial
Planning should happen of the
metrapalitan reghon level, not just
it the municipal level, says Utpal
The T4th Constitational Amend

ment mamdates Metropolitan Flan-
ning Commmittees (MPCS) o regions
with populations over 10 [akl W
prepere development plins.

Cities ke Mumbald, Bengalu
ru, Chenmnnd, Delhi and Hyderabad
have atready defined such region
il boundaries,

With growing urban populn-
tlons, coordinated planning be
comes essential Forexample, new
airparts are often bulll far from
city centres and paiced with con-
ventinn centres, hotels and real
estate o ensure Nesanckal viability
— ns seen in Delhi's Aerocity
Whitle it muy be impossibibe to keep
people away from these hubs,
planned development can prevent
unregtilated sprawl

{Inputs from Parag Dare)
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IGI emerges

busiest airport
New Delhi, July 8 The
Delhi airport has been
ranked the world’s 9th
busiest airport, handling
more than 7.7 crore pas-
sengers in 2024, a report
released on  Tuesday
said. Alfrports council
international’s list of the
world’s 20 busiest air-
ports is topped by the
Atlanta airport in the
US, which processed
10,80.67,766 passengers,
followed by the Dubai
alrport (9,23,31,506 pas-
sengers) and Dallas/Fort
Worth airport in the US
(B,76,17,864 passengers)
at the second and third
spots, respectively.

“Global passenger traf-
fic hit a new high in
2024, surpassing 9.4 bil-
lion travellers — up 84
per cent from 2023 and
2.7 per cent above pre-
pandemic levels (2019)...
The top 20 airports alone
processed 1.54 billion
passengers, capturing 16
per cent of global traf-
fic,” the release said.

In 2024, the Indira
Gandhl International Aj-
rport improved its rank-
ing to the 9th position
from 10th in 2023, — PTY
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Land acquisition for Parandur airport
starts, 17 acres registered on day 1

—
Dur Bureau
Channai

Paving the way for the green-
field airport at Parandur near
Chennai, the process of land
reglstration for transfer of
land to the Tumil Nadu In-
dustrial Development Cor-
poration  (TIDCO)  started
on Wednesday,

On the first day, 1752
acres were registered for a
value of ¥9.22 crore, accord-
ing to a release from the Kan-
cheepuram District Collect-
orate Office,

DIRECT TALKS

The release said that 19 land
title holders from five wil-
lages — Parandut, Podavur,
Nelvai,  Vallsthur  and
Akkamapuram — particip-
ated in the direct rtalks
chaired by the District Col-
lector agreed to transfer
land, Steps have been taken

1o pav compensation o the
land owners' bank accounts
on Wednesday.

In Ocrober 2023, the State
government issued an ad-
ministrative sanction for ac-
quisition of 1,527.32 hec-
tares (3,77 acres) of patta
lands for industrial purposes
and alicnation of 798 hec-
tares (1,972 acres) of gov-
ermnment lands in Sripenum-

budur and Kancheepuram
taluks of the Kancheepuram
district for developing the
airport.

As per the resettlement
package, each affected family
that is displaced from the
lamed acquilred will be given an
eligible site based on the ex-
tent of their existing house
and a construction house of
an area of 400 sq f, stated o
Governmett Order ssued
on Jung 25,

HESETTLEMENT DEAL

The affected families were
given the cholee of annuiry
or emploviment, one time re-
settlement allowance, trans-
portation cost, cattle shed/
petty shop cost, one time
grant to  artisam, small
traders, livelihood, stamp
duty, registration fee and
provisions (like commercial
shop) for vulnerable section
(differenthy-abled individual
and widows), the order said.
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Delhi airport emerges as world’s
Oth busiest airport in 2024: ACI

TOE NETWORK

Delhi airport has been ranked the world's
Gih busiest airport, handling more than 77
rrore passengers in 2024, a report released
on Tuesday said.

Adrports Council International’s list of

thie world's 20 busiest airports is topped by
Atlanta airport in the US which processed
10BO6TTH passengers, followed by Dubai
airport (923,31 506 mssenygershand Dalles/
Fort Worth airport in the US (.78, 17,064
passengers) at the second and third spots,
respectively.

“Uilebal passenger traffic hit a new high

¥

in 2024, surpassing %.4 hillion travellers -
up 8.4 per cenl from 2023 and 2.7 percent
ahove pre-pandemic levels (2019)... The
top-20 airports alone processed .54 billion
passengers, capturing 16 per cent of global
traffic,” the release said

8 JULY 2025
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Airport tohost ‘Kalaloka’,
astalldedicated to Karnataka

» BENGALURU, DHNS:
‘Kalaloka’, a stall showcasing
Karnataka’s heritage, will be
inaugurated at the Kempe-
gowda International Airport
(KTA) in September. This
was announced by Large
and Medium Industries
Minister MB Patil.

The stall, located at the
airport’s Terminal 2, will
sell popular products from
across the state, including
28 Geographical Indica-
tion-tagged items such
as coffee, Mysuru Silk,
KSDL'’s Sandal Soap, Lidkar
products, handicrafts, and

handwoven goods.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah is expected to inau-
gurate the 130-sqm stall.
Airport authorities have
offered the space ata 50%
rent concession, Patil said.

A similar outlet is planned
at the International Lounge,
with tenders to be invited
soon.

Patil shared these details
after a progress review
meeting with senior officials
of the Visvesvaraya Trade
Promotion Centre (VTPC)
and the Department of
Industries and Commerce.
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OLS survey for Hosur
airport done; TN to decide
on location within month

Prima facie, the
report indicates that
both shortlisted sites
are suitable: Source

A

E T B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENMAIL DHNS

j- n Obstacle Limitation
Surface (OLS) survey,

ommissioned by the
TamilNadugovernmenttoas-
sess the airspace in the Krish-
nagiriregion controlled by the
Ministry of Defence, isbelieved
to have concluded that both
shortlisted sites are suitable
to house the exclusive airport
planned for Hosur.

The report, which will be
formally submitted to the gov-
ernmentinafewdays, provides
a detailed analysis of the pros
andconsofbothlocations—vil-
lages near the private airport
owned by Taneja Aerospace
and Aviation Limited (TAAL)
in Belagondapalli, and a site

north of Shoolagiri near Ho-
sur — if the airport were to be
established there,

Sources familiar with the
matter told DH that the state
government will hold a series
of meetings over the next cou-
pleofweeks before presenting
thematter to Chief Minister M
K Stalin for a final decision on
the location of the Hosur air-
port, which is expected in a
maonth's time.

TheOLS surveyassessed the
airspace attheshortlisted sites
and since the entireairspacein
the region is controlled by the
Ministry of Defence.

“Prima facie, the report
indicates that both sites are
suitable. “The government
will thoroughly review the
study before deciding on the
location,” the source added.

“Thereareslightvariations,
and both locations have their
pros and cons. The final deci-
sion on the location will be left
to the government, which will
zero in on the best site for the
airport,” the source said.

Another source mentioned
that both shortlisted locations
are close to the proposed sec-

tion of the Bengaluru Satellite
Town Ring Road (STRR) in
Tamil Nadu, which is being
constructed by the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI). The road will bring
Hosurcloser to Bengaluruand
other towns. The source also
added thatthe Krishnagiri dis-
trict admunistration will begin
the land acquisition process
once the location is finalized.
Both sites have been cleared
by the Airports Authority of
India as suitable for building
the greenfield airport.

The OLS survey covers a
radius of up to 20 km from the
proposed runway’s reference
pointand uses modern equip-
ment to measure the height
and location of obstacles. Both
proposed sites are near sen-
sitive defence-controlled air-
space, as Bengaluru is home
to Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited.

DH had reported on May 7
that the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has already written to
the Defence Ministry seeking
permission for relaxation of
theairspace in Hosur for com-
mercial operations.
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Man held from
IGI Airport for
posing as a cop

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & New Delni

A Evenr-old man was arrestisd
from 1G] Alrport on Monday For
allegedly impersonating a Delhi
Police sub-inspector to impress
amd deceive women, Including
staffers of the Delhi police

The CISF imtercepted the
man, identifed a5 Sahll Kumar
from Rajasthan’s Alwar dis-
triet, around 330 pm during
routine praflling. He was wear
ing a T-shirt with the Delhi Po-
lice bogo and carrying o brged
1D eard, Additional Commis
gioner of Police (IGT Afrport)
Usha Rangnani said,

During questioning, Sahil
Failed to provide any credible
details about his posting

He later adm itted be was a
student preparing for com petl-
tve exams and had no govern
ment job. He told police be had
Impersonated a 2024-batch Dal-
hi Police SI io deceive multiple
women, inchuding staffers fom
the foree, and had come to the
.|.i|';m|'l L0 Frbis=l OhiE ||-|' Ihvl'n

One Delhi Police staffer con
[ir mexd he had contacted her on
social media posing as a police
officer Police recovered a fake
ID card, forged appointment
letter, document s, and a mobile
phone with photos of him in
uniform. He dajmed he ereated
the documents using Photoshop
and bought the uniform from
Dethls Camp ares, Rangnani
emiid Further oo bss is oy
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KIA gets second hoax
bomb threat by email

Bengaluru: Before police could make any
breakthrough in previous bomb threat ca-
ses, another one by email was received at
Kempegowda International Airport Sunday.

Deputy terminal manager, terminal 2,
Ruban Rajamannar, in his complaint with
KIA police, said the email was received
around 8.48am, sent by Imam Hussain All
(imam_husain_alitwoutlook.com) to T2
manager’s email ID (tZmanager@bialair-
port.com). The email contained claims
about explosives being planted on the air-
portpremisesand madeallegationsregar-
ding exploitation of minor girls by politi-
cians and journalists in Tamil Nadu, the
complaint read.

After the bomb threat assessment com-
mittee (BTAC) protocol, officials declared
the email a hoax.
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23-year-old held at IGIA for
posing as cop to dupe women

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A 23-vear-old man was
arrested at IGI Airport for imperso-
nating a sub-inspector of Delhi Poli-
ce, allegedly to deceive and befriend
women, including staffers of the for-
ce, The accused, Sahil Kumar, was
found in possession of forged police
documents and fake identification.
According to police, the incident
unfolded on July 7 at 3.30 pm, when
the Central Industrial Security For-
ce intercepted a suspicious indivi-
dual during routine profiling opera-
tions at Terminal-3's departure fore-
court. “The man, identified as Sahil
Kumar, was wearing a white T-shirt
with the Delhi Police logo. Upon qu-
estioning, Kumar was unable topro-
vide any credible explanation about
his alleged posting with Delhi Poli-
ce,” additional commissioner of po-
lice, IGIA, Usha Rangnani said.
“His Delhi Police identity card
raised suspicion and was found to be
forged. CISF personnel filed a formal
complaint with IGI Airport Police
Station, leading tothe regisiration of

a case under sections of the Bharati-
va Nvaya Sanhita,” the senior police
officer added. During interroga-
tion, Kumar failed to produce any
valid credentials and confessed to
impersonating a police officer.

A fake police ID card (marked
as PSI), a forged appointment let-
ter,ahandbag containing blank ca-
se diaries, a page with Delhi Police
Academy stamp marks, and a mo-
bile phone with photos of him in
uniform were recovered.

“Investigating officers found that
Kumar, who has completed Class X11
and currently resides with relatives
in Rohini, used his forged identity to
befriend women, some of whom we-
re working with Delhi Police, by pre-
tending tobea 2024-batch sub-inspec-
tor posted at IGI Airport. One such
woman confirmed that she had been
contacted by the accused on social
media,” a senior police officer said.

“The accused admitted he crea-
ted the fake documents using edi-
ting software and purchased the
police uniform from the Camp
area in Delhi,” the officer added.
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In Delhi, CM seeks fund

for industrial corridor

Roushan Aiidtimesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Chief minister &
Revanth Reddy Tuesday met
Umbon ministers JP Nodda and
Piyush Goval in New Delhi
and put forth the siae’s de
mnds, inchoding timely supp
Iv of ures during the crop seq-
som, Mureks for Mamnoor air
port In Warangal and sanctio-
ningol Hyderabad-Bengalur
Indusirial Corridor as an Ae-
ro-Defenice corridor

In his mesting with com-
merce and industry minister
Fivush Goval in the evening,
the CM sought central support
for development of Zaheers
bad Industrial Smart City: He
uiged him toensupe lmmedia
e redease of Rs 59661 crom
apgrovesd by Mational Industri-
il Corridor Development and
Implementation Trust (NIC-

o -
CM A Revanth Reddy with Union
minister F Madda In New Delhi

DIT) ke the developmend of
Smart City Revanth wanted
the Centre to provide financiad
assistance to develop infrast
rueture, malnly water and po
wer supply network, regiciced
For the Smart Cliy

& Continued on PS5

CM seeks funds for
Mamnoor airport

-

Telangana Chiel Minester Revanth Reddy rnﬂ'_::. Union minister af
eammence and industny Piyush Goyal, in Mew Delhi on Tuesday

& From P1

plained the lmportonee

of Hydernbad-Wa
rangal corrider to Goyal and
requested central funds for
speedy completion of Mam-
noor airport
The feasibillty
the Hyi
Indust Jorridor s in pro-
B estategovt hasalre
ady set up a dedicated defon-
oo and aerospace park with
state-of-the-art lnfrastructn

"l"hu chief ministor e

ndy of
awisla

ha's notice that only 3.0
metrie tonnes of ure
supplied between April and
June to Telangs
the requiremsn
metrie tonnes in the Khoarif
SISOn

tokd Goyal. Earlier in the day,
the CM mot fortiliser
chemicals ministor
and urged him to suppls
allocated to Telongana in ti
meduring the crop season.

& el
drlz

1wl

Revanth beought o Nad

FH TN |
5 Inkh

“Aamuch as 683,000 metric

re in Adibatla. The Centre
should sanction the Hyde
bad-Bengalury  Indus
Corridor ua an Asro-Defy
cortidor. The stale govl lins
also proposed the develog:
ment of 100 plug-sand-play n
dustrial parks which are rea-
dy for nvestments,” the CM

tonnes of domestically pro
duced urea and #7000 metric
tonnes of imporied urea we
re to be supplied to the state
for July, Bui the Centre supp-
lied only 29,000 metric tonnes
of urea. Enhance the quota
of domestically produced ur.
eq for Telangana " the CM
tobd Nadda
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Quality crashed: How greed grounded the Boeing dream

ABHIIT BHATTACHARYYA
LIFE MEMBE R, AERONAUTICAL
SOQETY OF INDIA

HE Jume 12, 025

Alr  India (Al

fight 171 Boe

ing-TE7-800

Ahmedabad
crash  the worsl of the 13
major home-sail air disusters
for on Indion carder post
1047, The List tells its own sto-
ry of regrettable Mighi safety
Failures.

April 11, 1855 Al Super
Comstellntion I Knshmir
Princess) crushssd, owing to a
haombhkst, in the South Chi-
nit Sea, killing 16 of 19
apboprd. Jaonary 24, 1966 Al-
101 Boeing-T07 (Hanchen-
jungal killed all 117 on beard
while preparmg to land ot
Genevn. May 31, 1973 Indion
Aidines (IC-440 Boeing-T37-
000 Beilled 4B while clesoe -
ing belowr the minamum dect
sionheight shortof the Delhi
rumway 28,

Detlobser 12, 1976 Mumbea-
Chennad 15171 French Sud
Corgvelle  crashed  while
Etternpling @n  emerEency
lrding 100N fet shont of the
same Murmbal ninway 09 from
whisrn® 1t had takoen off thees
minules eadier All G parsons
periched. Mumbal again saw

the Jammuary 1. 1978 A1855 Boe-
ing=T47 oremh within thres
mimitles of taksoll fom nim-
vay 2700, kdilling afl 213 an
board. June 17, 198E, AI-403
Bc:||.-'i.|.'|.g--"|'LI'|| GamE Shankan
eilded 17 ot of 111 aboagd and
2 on pround ofter the BMum-
el rurweay 2708 touchdown
owerdhot i heavy min
Oetober 19, 1988 trying 1o
land at Ahmedebad ninsay
3, IC-113 Boeing-T37-200
undershiol {meantng couldn't
mach the concete  pathl,
ldlEng 125 of 130 aboard. Five
e ssengers i recu loushy sur-
viverl Febrmary 14, 1960 1C-
05 Airbus-220-231 erashed
while sttempting to land at
the Bangnlore airpart; 82 died
and 54 survived August 16,
1801, IC-257 Boeng-Ta7-200
mmished on the Imphal air
port appeoach, All 68 passen-
wmers mndl erew perighied,
April %5, 1953 10491 Boeng-
TA7-3M cmshed within sec
onds  after  tokeoff  Hom
Aurnngshaed omway 08, collid-
trvg witbuan full truck ko ot e
periphery of the aificld; 55
died and 57 survived. May 22,
210 Al Express 812 Bosing-
TAT-H00 made a failed landing
i the Mangalom ramvny; 168
died and eight survived.
Angusi 7, 2 Al Express
1344 Bosing-T3T-A00 made a
fista| anting at Feehilode air
port. resulting in 21 deaths,
though 160 survived And
nivw comes the June 12 Boe-
irg-THT-80 disaster, killing
2 in plne and 35 on grotind
Understandably, oll the
ahenve mishaps  constitute

54D REALITY: Bosing no bnger inspines coridenos in mosd costomers and chdl camisns mrms

mplorious chaplers for pub-
lic. pussengers, press, politi
dang e personnel of the
alfeted anid s, rﬂ:lrlu_v. Ficri-
ever, the stakes are too high
{ior Boeing, which is bound to
ol owt to try and peove that
s crashed TRT-B00 Dream-
e which killed 275 people,
is an exrellent machine and
thul the mishap oould be
trwtng b iy thang or anyone
exept the mantfactsrer of
the il foled mivemft That is
understandable becouse
Boetmg 14 in the pits, fwing
brutal cAtidsm nnd penalty
from the American system
and it no longer inspires the
dhesived leved of confidence in
mest customers and mmens
From all seommiz Boeing
dvil mireraft units arent in
fhe: bt o ool th as too gy
grave allegations, substanti-
oted  amd  unsaibstanteted,
are floating around the globe.
Reparding the Ahmedabad

loday, Boeing
appears high on
ash, profit,
shareholder and
investor bonus and
low o quality,
professionalisim,
impeccable
mechanics and
probity.

crashy, since the officinl mes-
tigation & ongoing one hasto
waneit the finsl report,

But that certamly cunnol
stop a conoermed and mepert
ened wit possenger o make
hig own bons fids points,
Thday's Beetng produit i in
Lot crwetng b ol splaced i
oaties. Boeing used to be o
marvel of engimeerng and
lechguality and miciated o
mulic mmkual trust, fith and
onfidenoe bBetween the pro
ducer and buyerish. No o
virnild ever qustion efther U
flight safety or quality contml
mechanism of the 10d-year old
Boeing of Seattls

Regrettably, that formiclable
reputation, skill, capakility;
credibility and ncceptahility of
Lhe {now) Chicapn-headoguar-
Lererl Boeing is past. Boeing
nppears high on cash, prfid,
sharcholder and  investor
bomis and low oo quolity, pro-
fesmiceualism impeccahls

miechanics aned peobity.
Iromdcally, the Juns 3085
Faris Alr Show mewsals the
stark reality, Burope’s Airbus
received an omder for 400 sir-
aall worth £ 21 lilbon . B
ing gota frm arder for 41 atr
ouftand four oplions.
Hirw ] i st ? Thee Bk
ey of Svaliebased man
agement tumed mbo RONA®
{refum on nit assets) when it
took over MeDossel] Douglas,
4 i Amiedcan asmspes
mantifistun ng corparation. on
Aupest 4, 1007 Boeing became
a behemoth but it surm took a
beating, The virtical descent
from perfection i mardac
turing medicerity resulted in
e T37 MAX crashes — the
October 28, 2018 erash of Lion
Alr of Indomema and the
Masch 10, 2009 Ethiopian Alr
lines disaster, which togpther
kel allof 346 sheerd.
Thilay, there exst innumer
able meports, doctiments and
records of the U5 govern-
ment and il = fety agencies
which revesl that desguts
mamifacturing defects and
shoddy finishing in Boeing
MAX plines, the mompany
besses tried to play unetidel
b blarming the dead pilots of
non-American  arigin | and
pround staff of Alto-Asian
nations. Boeing continues to
be smiug in its body lanpunge,
il mot its uttrrances, There
are endugh indicationsin the
rrsechin thist priwve this eerie fel-
ing thal the Almedabad
crash waz whally and salely
owing to the cockpit crew
fwho mnnol come back to

defend  themsslhves) ar
grotind miainlenance dall
Weldl, everything or amy-
thing is possible today. But
the realily connol be denied
(513 r]J:-r.qu.HJ. the siblime
tunlity of Bocing products {5
@ thing of the post, as proved
by the Jume 2005 Pads Air
Show aemplane arders. The
quality-to-performance ratio
hias plummieted
Contextunlly, let us, hinwes-
et remmll that there @8 one air
cridt, Adrius-300, in the Indi-
an sky which never killed o
gingle passenger during its
2emar (10T6-2002) serviee
desptie two machines being
totnlly destrovedin acddents
September 20, 1980 Airbus-
300 1IC 571 onits Chennai run-
wary takeall with 5108 degres
“nose-up attitude’, at ITH km
per hour, aborted being wir
Isorne without killing a sinyde
off 196 persans on boand
Theen, on Nevemiber 15, 190
Airbus-300 IC-H0 made on
emerpency landing on an
wrreven Deld, 8 km shot off
the Tirupat airport mumay
after Tunning out of fuel
Miraculbously, all 272 aboard
arvtved, A an paion-nter
estird pagsenger, one has foed
atleast furee sifuations” in Air
Tous-300, buk that isthe Swonder
of wondes®, [or which the
maunting  hiumming  tune,
Thee were the dop my

Jiiend', comes 10 mind, espe

dally uffer seang the
cheplomble decline of quality
all armund (o make money
only) and the resulting spurt
ol svistion disa et
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DGCA assures House panel
of curbing airfare surge

NEW DELHL, July 8: Avi-
ation regulator DGCA said
on Tuesday it will put in place
a mechanism to curb whop-
ping surge in air ticket pric-
es, recently witnessed dur-
ing the Maha Kumbh and
post-Pahalgam terror attack,
as the issue coupled with
concerns over air safety af-
ter the Ahmedabad plane
crash dominated proceed-
ings at a parliamentary pan-
el meeting.

Air India CEO and MD
Campbell Wilson told the
committee his airline will
complete retrofitting of its

fleet in two years to address
frequent complaints about
its seats and other facilities,
and underscored its com-
mitment to flight safety,
sources said.

An Air India Boeing 787
Dreamliner carrying over
240) people had crashed mo-
ments after taking off from
the Ahmedabad airport on
June 12, killing all but one
person aboard in one of the
worst aviation disasters that
has brought the issue of air
safety into sharp focus.

When an official said the
Directorate General of Civil

Aviation (DGCA) will be talk-
ing to airlines to have a con-
sensus on developing a
mechanism against it, a BJP
member shot back wonder-
ing if the unfair practice will
continue for want of consen-
sus while some other MPs
added that the aviation regu-
lar has the remit to take ac-
tion.

The DGCA said it will be
putting guidelines in place to
curb any unreasonable surge
in prices, the sources said,
and added that the regulator
is likely to put a cap on prices
for certain routes. - PTI
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IndiGo's venture capital
fund raises 7450 crore

Mumibal: IndiGo Ventures, the
alrling’s venture cagetal arm
picked up a stake

im Hyderabad-based aviation

up, Jeh Aerospace, for an

Chosad sum. The venture
mi, launched last
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Parliamentary panel raises concerns
over delay in Air India crash report

—
Dur Bureau

Mew Delhl

A key parliamentary panel on
Wednesday raised concern
over delay in the release of
the investigation report into
the Air Indin crash, sources
told busfressline,

The Parlinmentary Stand
ing Committee on Trans-
port, Tourism, and Culture
held a comprehensive review
of the overall aviation safery
scenario,

Sources said senior offi-
cials from the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MOCA) and
industry representarives
were questioned.

The meeting was attended
by the Civil Aviation Secret-
ary and the Director General
of DGCA, with the chief of
the aviation regulator mak-
Iitg a presentation before the
committee. According  to
SOUrCces, committes mem-
bers raised concerns over

REVIEW UNDERWAY. The Parlia mentary Srandlng Committes
on Transport, Towrism, and Culture held a comprehensive raview
of the overall aviation safety scenafio summs

delays by the Aircraft Aoci-
dent  Inwestigation Bureau
(AAIR) in releasing the in-
vestigation report.

The AAIB is the desig-
fiated authorty for such
Investigations,

Besides, the committes
had said thar following the

aviation safety review, con-
cerns were raised about the
mandate of the AAIB. Mem-
bers also questioned the
MoCA over the formation of
i fiew probe dnder the Hotme
SecTetary.

The committee wanted to
know the members of the

AAIR investigating the Air
India crash are and “what is
their expertise in handling
such investigations,”

As of now, the investiga
tion into  the tragic
Ahmedabad air crash is led
by the Director General of
AAIB, Members also ques-

tioned the absence of Boeing
representatives ot the
meeting.

Sources pointed out that
members were dissatisfied
with Air India's responses,

COCKPIT RECORDERS
Last month, in a sgats re-
port, MoCA sabd the analysis
of cockpit voice recorders
(CVR) and flight data record-
crs (FDR) data is underway.

MoCA had said that fiol-
lowing the accident, the
AAIR initiated an investiga-
tion and constitited a mul
tidisciplinary team on June
13, 2025, in line with pre-
scribed morma,
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DGCA introduces ranking
system for flying schools

—
Ancesh Phadnls
Murmbuai

Pilot training schools in the
country will be ranked for eff
ficiency and operations from
October, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DMGCA) said in a public no-
tice om Tuesday,

The rankings, which will
be based on aspects like
safety, compliance, school
performance and so on, will
be published twice each year,
am.gJ is a part of the regulat-
or's move to improve train-
ing and bring standardisa-
tion,

Schools scoring more than
85 per cent will secure A+
rank while those geiting
between 70 1o RS per cent
will receive A rank. Those
with less than 50 per cent
will ger B rank and a natice
from the DHGCA for self ana-
lysis of their performance,

According to DGCA, the

ranking system will increase
transparcncy and also hold
the schools accountahle for
maintaining regulatory com

pliance  and  operational
standards. It will also serve
as a guidance for student pi-
lots,

RELIABLE GUIDE

Aspiring pilots and their
families often struggle to
identify credible FTOs. The
DGCA notice states that the
ranking system serves as a
reliable puide, belping them
choose institutions based on
quality, safety, and training
outcomes rather than mere

location or fees. Currently
there are 38 fiying training
schoals operating at 56 loca-
tions within the country,

Inthe ranking parameters,
safery standards {number of
accidents/incidents) will
have o weightage of 20 per
cent, School performance
{average time taken for com
pletion of 200 hours of flying,
aircraft utilisation) will have
another 20 per cent. The
schools will also be graded
fior assistance thev provide
o studenes (scholarships,
refund policies, placement
asgistance); this has a
weightage of 10 per cent.

The training schools, how
ever, are not pleased with
DGCA move,

“The DGCA should focus
on implementation of regu-
lations instead of ranking
schools, Any way DGCA
audits schools, o why not
ﬁfh]mh those reportsi™ a

rad of flving training school
asked.
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IndiGo Ventures raises
1450 crore, invests in
startup Jeh Aerospace

IndiGo Ventures, the corporate venure
capital arm of domestic camrier IndiGo, on
Monday announced the first close of its
maiden fund at ¥450 crare. Besides, the firm
aleo announced the first Investment in
Hyderabad-based aerospace starup Jeh
Aprospace, without disclosing the amount.
Jeh will deploy the investment to scale its
advanced digital manufacturing infra-
structure, enhance its Al-driven production
optimisation and deep supply chain integ-
ration plaiforms, and aftract engineering and
production talent, it said. PTI
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Preliminary report on A-I crash
may be released in 2 days: AAIB

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 3 july

The Aljrcraft Accident Investigation Bureau
{AATB) told a partiamentary commitiee on'Wed-
nesday that it will make public its preliminary
report on the Ahmedabad plane crash In a
couple of days, sources said.

AAIB Director General GV G Yugandhar told
the panel that it will upload the report within 30
days of one of the worst aviation disasters in
recent decades and the first crash Involving a
Boeing Dreamliner.

Concerns over aviation safety dominated the
procesdings of the parliamentary committes
headed by JINU) MP Sanjay Kumar Jha, as over
g7 representatives covering almost the entire
gamut of the sector, including official agencies,
airlines and other stakeholders, shared their
views in the day-long meeting.

Alr India’s Boeing 787-8 aircraft operating

flight Al 171 en ronte to London Gatwick had
crashed Into a medical hostel complex soon
after take-off from Ahmedabad on June 12 kill-
ing at least 260 people, including 241 persons
aboard.

The sources also said that no preliminary
repott has been submitted by AAIR to the civil
aviation miniscey.

Under the International Civil Aviation
Organization (1ICAO) norms, AATR can submita
preliminary report within 30 days of the acci-
dent o it

Jha described the meeting as "very extensive
and thorough™, noting that every stakeholder
participated in the discussion and answerad
queries of the panel’s members.

Officials told that panel that this is the first
time the black box of a crashed plane is being
investigated in India, noting that they have
shored up their technological know-how in
recent times and are consulting forelgnexperts.
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CIVIL AVIATION SAFETY REVIEW

New Pilot Fatigue Rules
by Nov; Air India Crash
Report Likely Tomorrow

Jatin Takhkar

New Dethi: A new mechanism tode
al with phlot Extlgue k& expected 1o be
ready by November, {op officials of
thecivilaviation ministry nformesda
parliamentary panel The govern
meni is also taking steps to addressa
stiff shortage st the civil aviation re-
gulator by Oclobar they said

During deliberations on alr traffic
controd, officials mformed the panel
that tn seversl Indinm ilrports, one
rdar handles nearly ¥ flights at a &
e comjared with the nornd ol aight
o1} in many countries.

The Padiamentiry Standing Com
mittes on Transport, Tourism and
Cudture chmioed by JIU MEP Saaijoy
Jha held marathon meetings for over
eight hours on Wixdnesday As many
as 97 representatives fom the avia
tion ministry, regulstors, airines and
abrport operaors appeanad before
the panel during the meeting fo revi-
orw salioty in the civil mviation secton

The Aircraft Accident Investigation
B informed the paned that i
will make public its preliminary re-
parton the Ahmedabod Afr India pla
e crrasdy, Uhe Arsd irvedvimg n Boslng
Direamliner; ina couple of doys, sour-
s sl

A the mesting. MPs across the par-
ty lines also exprisssed concerns over
the muintenance of Air India flights,
with many sying thal the aifioe is
still warking in theold set-up, sources
sail, The previoiesly stabe-run airline
1 now pert ol the Tata Group

Jha described the mesting as “very
extensive and thorough®, noting that
every staleholder partictpated in the
discussion and answeresd quecies of
the panel's members.

Aconrding o offkciala this is the first

DGCA to Rank
Pilot Schools

New Delhi: Pilot training s
nls in India will now be ranked
by the povernment o increase
transparency for aspiring pilots.

The Direschorade Getral ol Ci-
vil Aviation (DGCAYs action eo-
mes after several crashes and
incidents invalving Oying trak

ing schools and frainer air-
craft inrecent years.

Thecivil mwiation regulstor las
drawn up parumneters, and we
ightage will be assigmed to each
ol them. Sorme ol the progosed
parameters include safety stan-
dirds, performance, complian:
(2, Etudent support, operations,
mmid addherence o rules.

Anotice issud by the DGCA R
Tuesday sakl that the mnking
whll prenvide o eomparative fram-
ewark toasseas the
mnil gqueality of Aying trainingor
ganisatins (FT0s) based on
uniform and chiective ariteria,
promating  standardisation in
training quality scmss institu-
tons, — Arindam Majumder

tirme the blmck box of norashed plane is
besing irvestigatedd i India The in
struments collected from plane wreck-
e il part= will beo sharsd with con-
cerned OEMSs (original  sguipmend
mamdncturers), socroes added.

The bilisck box il wobor recoider of
the alrcraft were intact.

The parlismentary panel is likely to
table its report in Parliament in the
sy biginindnghily 21
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IndiGo Ventures
raises 450 cr,
invests in startup

IMCHE0) VEM TLIRES, THE
corparat e venture capital
arm of domestic carrier
Indito, on Monday
announcoed the first close of
its maiden fund at 2450

crore. it alscannounced the
first investment in
Hyderabad-based asrospace
sartup Jeh Asrcspace
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Passengers’ lucky escape

IndiGo Indore-Raipur flight returns due to technical s

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

The passengers on board
flight 6E-7285 Indore-Raipur
became nervous after hear
ing abouta technical fault on
Tuesday morning. The pilot
returned from 60 nautical
miles away to Devi Ahilyabai
Holkar Airport and uli-
mately, the flight with 60
passengers on board was
cancelled.

To note, following the
Ahmedabad plane crash, the
airlines are more alert about
technical faults inaircraft.

As per schedule, Indigo's
Indore-Raipur flight took off
at 6:30 AM from the city air-
port, but a technical fault oc-
curred half an hour later
The aircraft had covered
more than half the journey,
but instead of taking the

——y

NG,

State of panic

round 30 minutes
into the journey,
approximately 100

kilometres away from
the Indore airport, the
aircraft reportedly ex-
perienced a sudden jolt,
causing panic among
passengers. Passengers
were gquoted in various
reports recounting the
moment the aircraft
shook without warning
and the panic thereafter.

risk, the pilot decided to re-
turn to the city airport and
the aircraft landed here at
715 AM.

I'l‘}i'—g

-

Of-

ficial sources informed that
after taking-off from the city
airport for Raipur, the air
craft started showing alarm
signs. The pilot Immediately,
sought permission from ATC
Indore

for landing and the plane
landed at the city airport.
The engineers of the IndiGo
thoroughly checked the air
craft and found that it was a
false alarm. However, owing
to safety reasons, the airline
cancelled the Indore-Raipur
flight. The passengers were
given the choice of getting a
refund or rescheduling the
journey.
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Fuel switch in focus of
Al-171 probe: Report

Reuters
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A preliminary
report into the deadly crash of
an Air India jetliner in June is
expected to be released by Fri-
day, three sources with knowl-
edge of the matter said, with
one adding the probe had nar-
rowed its focus to the move-
ment of the plane's fuel control
switches.

The London-bound Boeing
787 Dreamliner, which started
losing height after reaching an
altitude of 650 feet, crashed
moments after takeoff from
Ahmedabad, India, killing 241
of the 242 people on board and
the rest on the ground.

The investigation into the
Air India crash is focusing on
the movement of the engine
fuel control switches following
an analysis of the 787's flight
and voice data recorders, along
with a simulation by Boeing of
the aircraft's final moments,
one of the sources said.

The investigation has not
raised any immediate concerns
over mechanical failure, the
source said, and there has been
no bulletin to airlines recom-
mending changes to 787 opera-
tions.

Boeing declined to com-
ment.

Aviation industry publica-
tion the Air Current first
reported the focus on the fuel
switches that help power the
plane’s two engines.

continued on->13

The tail of the Air India aireraft that crashed in Ahmedabad

being transported to the airport hangar. PTIFILE

Initial crash report to be
out this week, panel told

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The preliminary
investigation report into the Air
India Flight 171 crash will be
made available by the weekend,
the Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) informed a
parliamentary committee on
Wednesday.

AAIB director general GVG
Yugandhar briefed the parlia-
mentary standing committee on
transport, tourism and culture
during an eight-hour meeting,

confirming the investigation into
the June 12 Boeing 787 crash was
“on track” and would meet Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion (ICAQ) requirements.

The crash in Ahmedabad
killed 241 of the 242 people on
board and another 19 on the
ground.

No formal announcement has
been made regarding the exact
release date. MPs suggested pro-
viding greater autonomy to the
DGCA while also discussing con-
cerns about pilot fatigue and
budget allocation. Py
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June 29, this year. While this
was two days late for Delhi, it
was nine days early for the rest
of the country. The onset in the
city saw 14mm rain in the 24
hours till 8:30 am on June 30.
However, monsoon showers
have mostly been subdued and
scattered since then.

So far this month, Delhi has
logged 19.6mm rain. Normally,
the city sees 209.7mm for the
entire month, Last year,
203.7mm was recorded in July.

On Wednesday, the maxi-
mum in the city stood at
35.6°C, which was a degree
below normal. The minimum
stood at 26.4°C, two degrees
below normal. A drop in tem-
perature is likely on Thursday,
with the maximum expected to
hover between 31-33°C and the
minimum between 22-24°C,
the IMD has said.

Meanwhile, Delhi’s air qual-
ity was ‘satisfactory' for the
14th straight day. The average
air quality index (AQI) stood at
81 (satisfactory) at 4pm, an
improvement from 98 (satis-
factory) on Tuesday.

FUEL SWITCH IN FOCUS

It was not clear what specific
actions involving the fuel
switches are being looked at by
investigators.

Sources told the Air Current
that the available information
on the black boxes could not
rule in or out improper, inad-
vertent or intentional actions
that preceded or followed the
apparent loss of thrust before
the aircraft crashed.

US aviation safety expert
John Cox said a pilot would not
be able to accidentally move
the fuel switches that feed the
engines. “You can't bump them
and they move,” he said.

Cox added that if a switch
was shut off, the effect would
be almost immediate, cutting
off engine power.

Most air crashes are caused
by multiple factors. The inves-
tigation is focusing at least
partly on engine thrust, Reu-
ters reported last month.

While the report from
Indian investigators could be
made public on Friday, the
three sources cautioned to
Reuters that plans could
change and there was no clar-
ity on how much information
would be available in the docu-
ment, which comes about 30
days after the June 12 tragedy.

The sources spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because they
were not authorised to speak to

media. India’s Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau,
which is leading the probe
under international rules, did
not respond immediately to a
request for comment outside
normal business hours.

information release

The probe has been dogged by
questions over lack of informa-
tion, after investigators took
about two weeks to download
flight recorder data after the
crash. The Indian government
held only one press conference
on the incident, and no ques-
tions were taken.

However, India reversed
course on an earlier decision
reported by Reuters to prevent
a UN aviation investigator from
joining the probe, two senior
sources said.

A specialist from the UN's
International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) was
granted observer status, fol-
lowing an unusual request by
the agency to offer its support.

ICAO declined to comment,
adding in a statement that any
public discussion of “coopera-
tive arrangements,” would
require authorisation by the
state. The crash is challenging
the Tata Group's ambitious
campaign to restore Air India's
reputation and revamp its fleet,
after taking the carrier over
from the government in 2022.

India is banking on a boom
in aviation to support wider
development goals, with New
Delhi saying it wants India to
be a job-creating global avia-
tion hub along the lines of
Dubai, which currently han-
dles much of the country’s
international traffic.

A panel of Indian lawmakers
will review safety in the coun-
try's civil aviation sector and
has invited several industry
and government officials to
answer questions on Wednes-
day, with topics set to include
the recent plane crash.

TWO PILOTS KILLED

The service has not yet
released the names of the
deceased pilots.

Locals who rushed to the
scene found aircraft debris
engulfed in flames across the
agricultural field. Police teams
from Rajaldesar and Ratangarh
stations, along with fire bri-
gades and ambulances, arrived
at the scene and cordoned off
thearea.

Rajasthan Governor Hari-
bhau Bagade, chief minister
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DGCA to rank FTOs
safety, performance

DELHT 10

Neha LM Tripathi
neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has declared that it will
rank the Flying Training Orga-
nisations (FTOs) based on safety
standards of an FTO, its per-
formance, compliance, assist-
ance to students and opera-
tional aspects, with an aim to
improve the safety and effi-
ciency of pilot training in India.
The ranking system will come
into effect from October 1 this
year.

Stating the need for ranking
FTOs, the DGCA, in its public
notice dated July 8, said that
ranking provides a comparative
framework to assess the per-
formance and quality of FTOs
based on uniform and objective
criteria, which promotes stan-
dardisation in training quality
across institutions.

“Ranking will be published
bi-annually, preferably on lIst
Oct and st April of every year.
Categorisation of FTO ranking
will be based on the following
overall score achieved by indi-
vidual FTO,” the DGCA stated.

Stating the ranking system, it
stated, FTOs with 85% and
above will be rated as A++, 70%
to less than 85% A+, less than

The move comeswith anaimto
improve safety and efficiency
of pilot training in India. AP

70% to 50% A and those scoring
below 50 % will be rated as B.

“Category ‘B FTOs will
receive anotice from DGCA for
self-analysis towards improve-
ment of their performance,” the
notice stated.

The DGCA also provided
details on the basis of which the
grades will be given. The notice
by the regulator stated that 20%
of the grade will depend on the
‘safety standards’ obeyed by an
FTO. This will include the num-
ber of accidents in preceding 12
Months (weightage -18), num-
ber of incidents in preceding 12
Months (weightage -02) and
non-reporting of any accident/
incident which will attract five
points for each case.

JULY 2025

based on
from Oct

The ‘operational aspect’ of an
FTO will have the maximum
weightage of 40% and will
include parameters such as
yearly instructor-to-aircraft
ratio, yearly student-to-in-
structor ratio, fleet-to-aircraft
maintenance engineer ratio,
fleet size (single and multi-en-
gine aircraft), and availability of
ground school and simulators.
Also, 20% of an FTO's grade will
be based on ‘safety standards’,
factoring in accidents and pen-
alties for non-reporting, while
another 20% will be based on
the FTO’s performance.

The third aspect, ‘compliance
standards’ of an FTO, will carry
a10% weightage. This includes
the number of significant safety
concerns (Level-1), observations
raised during DGCA surveil-
lance or inspections, and the
number of breathalyser-positive
cases in the preceding 12
months.

The final rating criterion will
be the assistance provided to
students, weighted at10%, This
includes the resolution of stu-
dent grievances by the FTO,
financial assistance or scholar-
ships for cadets, trainee place-
ment assistance in the aviation
sector, and transparency in stu-
dent payment and refund poli-
cies,
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First Al crash report
this week, MPs told

Neha LM tripathi
neha tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The preliminary
investigation report into the Air
India Flight 171 crash will be made
available by the weekend, the Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) informed a parlia-
mentary committee on Wednes-
day.

AAIB director general GVG
Yugandhar briefed the parliamen-
tary standing committee on trans-
port, tourism and culture during
aneight-hour meeting, confirming
the investigation into the June 12
Boeing 787 crash was “on track”
andwould meet International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO)
requirements.

The crash, which occurred
moments after take-off from
Ahmedabad, killed 241 of the 242
peopleon board and another 19on
the ground. No formal announce-
ment has been made regarding the
exact release date.

Under ICAO regulations, mem-
ber states —Indiais one of them —
are expected to submit prelimi-
nary reports within 30 days,
though India as independent state
may choose whether tostrictly fol-
low these guidelines.

According to people aware of
the discussions on Wednesday,
Yugandhar said the bureau had
sought expertise from the US

2N

Wreckage of the Al flight that
crashed in Gujarat last month.

National Transportation Safety
Board to decode theaireraft’s flight
data and voice recorders, with
analysis being conducted at AAIB
laboratory in New Delhi.

Members of the parliamentary
committee on transport, tourism
and culture received no clear
answers about the probe’s findings
or what the preliminary report
will contain, despite questioning
during session chaired by JD(U)
MP Sanjay Jha from10am to 6pm,
the person said.

The meeting brought together
senior aviation figures including
aviation secretary Samir Kumar
Sinha, Air India CEO Campbell
Wilson, Akasa Air CEO Vinay
Dube, Air India Express CEO Alok
Singh, IndiGo chief operating offi-
cer Isidro Porqueras, senior Spice-
Jet officials, Airports Authority of
India chairman Vipin Kumar,
Pawan Hans CMD Sanjeev Raz-

dan, and Airport Economic Regu-
latory Authority chairman SKG
Rahate.

While the agenda focused on
overall civil aviation safety, offi-
cials said a large part of the meet-
ing was spent raising questions
about the crash.

Wilson assured the committee
that Air India had paid most com-
pensation claims to victims' fami-
lies, and announced that the air-
line’s parent company Tata Group
is establishing a 500 crore trust to
provide ongoing support for fami-
lies. To be sure, nofinal compensa-
tion has been determined yet and
the payments made are likely the
interim of 25 lakh.

The session revealed gaps in
India’s aviation oversight, with
officials acknowledging shortages
in air traffic controllers, inade-
quate DGCA staffing, and insuffi-
cient maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO) facilities.

“DGCA and ATC lack man-
power. India also does not have
sufficient MROs,” one official told
the panel. The regulator also “con-
fessed their budget was very less.”
During discussions on pilot
fatigue, the regulator said it will
draw up new rules to tackle the
problem. MPs suggested providing
greater autonomy to the DGCA
while also discussing concerns
about pilot fatigue and budget allo-
cation.
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Public Accounts Committee tells DGCA to
hold a complete satety audit of all aircraft

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Public Accounts Com-
mittee headed by senior
Congress leader K.C. Venu-
gopal sought a complete
audit by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on the safety status
of all aircraft operating in
the country.

This direction comes in
the context of the recent
crash of Air India’s Ahme-
dabad-London flight killing
241 of the 242 passengers
aboard. With the probe
still on, there was no de-
tailed discussion in the
committee on the Ahme-

Point of discussion: The members also deliberated on ‘arbitrary’
surge in air ticket prices, according to sources. FILE PHOTO

dabad crash. The members
confined themselves to
broader concerns about sa-
fety, questioning the safety
review procedures in the
country.

Questions were raised
on who certifies airworthi-

ness and the robustness of
existing inspection
systems.

Mr. Venugopal told re-
porters after the meeting
that the committee mem-
bers were all worried
about safety issues, with

Nationalist Congress Party
MP Praful Patel noting that
every passenger wants to
feel safe about the journey.

The members also de-
liberated on “arbitrary”
surge in air ticket prices,
and cited a host of exam-
ples, including the mani-
fold hike of fares during
the Maha Kumbh in Praya-
graj, sources said.

When an official said the
DGCA would be talking to
airlines to have a consen-
sus on developing a me-
chanism against price surg-
es, a BJP member asked il
the “unfair practice”
would continue for want of
consensus while some oth-

er MPs added that the avia-
tion regulator has the re-
mit to take action.

The DGCA said it would
be putting guidelines in
place to curb any unrea-
sonable surge in prices, the
sources said.

The committee raised
concerns about discrepan-
cies in user and tariff
charges between AAl-oper-
ated and private airports.
The members expressed
dissatisfaction with the Air-
ports Economic Regulato-
ry Authority of India (AE-
RA)'s explanation of its
tariff calculation mechan-
ism.

(With PTI inputs)
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AAIB officials appear
before House panel,
say Al 171 report soon

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
& SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY g

THE AIRCEAFT  Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is
learntto have told a Padiamentary
Standing Committee on
Wednesday that itwill make pub-
lic its preliminary report on the
June 12 Ahmedabad plane crash
inacupleof days.

According to souices, the re-
portis expected toprovide the se-
guenceof events before theacc-
dent that killed 260 people, a
detailed description of the crash
and the steps so far in the investi-
gation, besides any notable find-
ings thatmay have cometo light.

The House panel, headed by
JDU RS MP Sanjay [ha, held its
scheduled meeting Wednesday
with the agenda “to hear the
Secretary, Ministry of Civil
Aviationon the “overall review of
safety in the civil aviation sector”,

Asmanyas 97 people arelear-
nt to have deposed before the
panel, among them top Ministry
officials, including the secretary,
AAlBofficials,CEOs of the airlines
operating inIndia, repre sentatives
ofairpont operators suchas Adani
and GMR and representatives of
civil helicopter operators.

Membersof the panel cutting
across party lines are learnt to
have told the Ministry officials
there is a pervasive sense of fear
among fliers about aviation safety
since the crash last month and
urged the Ministry to come out
withareport on howthe incident
happened.

AAIB officials are leamt tohave
told the panel that the black bax
and voice recorder of the aircraft
thatcrashed wereintact and data
was being investigated. Officials
arelearntto have said that helpof
foreign players, includingaircraft

&The IndianEXPRESS

PROBE FOCUSES ON
ENGINE FUEL SWITCHES

New Delhi: The investigation
into the Al 171 crash is focus-
ing on the movement of the
engine fuel control switches,
following an analysis of the
Boeing 787's flight and voice
data recarders, aviation indus-
try publication the Air Current
reported Tuesday.  Reuters

manufacturer Boeing, was also
sought to carry out detailed and
thorough investigations.

During the meeting, the
House panelisalsoleamtto have
flagzed anoverloaded Air Traffic
Control {ATC) system among
other issues such as lacunae in
civil helicopter o perations.

Itislearnt that the committee
discussed there was a paucity of
staff at the ATC and that while in
other countries ATC monitors the
movement of 7 to 8 planes
through one radar, in India there
were as manyas 30 planes onone
radar. The panel is also learnt to
havediscussed stalf shortage that
ATCin India is facing apart from
the vacanciesinthe DGCA.

Aircraft accident investiga-
tions can be extremely complex
and time consuming processes,
takingmonths and insome cases
even years to conclude. A more
detailed identificationand analy-
sisof the most probable causes of
the Ahmedabad crashisexpeced
over the coming months,

The AAIB-led investigation
into the Ahmedabad crash is be-
ing assisted by representatives
from the US National Transpor-
tation Safety Board (NTSB),
Boeing and engine manufacturer
GE. An ICAO expert has also been
given observer status in the inves-
tigation. WITH INPUTS FROM
ASADREHMAN

Thu,

18 Jul
https://eps

10 JULY 2025
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Al crash: Fuel switches in focus

4

feedbackiivemint com

preliminary report
intothe deadly erashof
an Air India jetliner in

June isexpected to be released
by Friday, three people with
knowledge of the matter said,
with one adding the probe had
narrowed its focus to the
movement of the plane’s fuel
control switches.

The London-bound Boeing
7B7 Dreamlbiner, which started
losing height after reaching an
altitude of G50 feet, crashed
moments after takeoff from
Ahmedabad, India, killing 241
of the 242 peopile on bodard and
the rest on the ground.

The probe into the crash is
forusing on the movement of
the engine fuel control
switches following an analysis
of the 787's flight and voice
data recorders, along with a
simulation by Boeing of the
aircrafi’s final moments, one of
the people said. The investiga-
tion has not raised any imme-
diate concerns over mechani-
cal failure, they said, and there
hasbeen nobulletin to airlines
recommending changes to 78T
operations.

Boeing declined to com-
ment.

Most air crashes are caused by

multiple factors. RELTERS

AWiEGE industry publica-
tion the Air Current first
reported the focuson the fuel
switches that help power the
pliane’s two engines,

Ttwasnot clear what specific
actions involving the fuel
switches are being looked at by
investigators.

People told the Afr Current
that the available information
on the black boxes could not
rule in or out improper, inad-
vertent or intentional actions
that preceded orfollowed the
apparent loss of thrust before
the aircraft crashed.

US aviation safety expert
John Coxsaid a pilot would not
be able to accidentally move
the fuel switches that feed the

engines. “You can’t bump
them and they move,” he said.

Cox added that if a switch
was shut off, the effect would
he almost immediate, cutting
off engine power.

Most air crashes are cansed
by multiple factors. The inves-
tigation is focusing at least
partly on engine thrust, few-
tersveported last month.

While the report from
Indian investigators could be
made public on Friday, the
three people cautioned that
plans could change and there
was no clarity on how much
information would be availa-
ble in the document, which
comes about 30 davs after the
12 June tragedy.

The people spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because
they were not authorized to
speak to media.

India’s Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureaw, which is
leading the probe under inter-
national rules, did not respond
immediately to a request for
comment outside normal
business hours,

The probe has been dogged
by questions over lack of infor-
mation, after investizators
took about two weeks to
download flight recorderdata
after the crash.
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Flying schools to
be ranked: DGCA

viation watchdog Directorate General of

Civil AsiEGEGH (DGCA) has introduced a

ranking system for flying training
organisations as part of efforts to improve the
quality and safety of pilot training activitiesin
the country.

The move alsocomes against the backdrop of
various incidents involving planes of flying
training organisations (FTOs) and lapses.

The ranking system will be implemented
from 1 October 2025, and the rmnkings will be
published biannually, preferably on 1 October
and 1 April every vear, according toa DGOA
communication.

The IMGCA said the initiative is part of its
“continued commitment to improve the gquality,
safety and efficiency of pilot training in India,
while fostering a performance-driven and
transparent training ecosystem”™.

The regulator said the ranking will help
ensure iraining quality and standardisation, as
well as in the performance assessment of FTOs
based on uniform and objective criteria. PTI
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‘Initial report on Ahmedabad plane

crash to be made public in 2 days’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Burean (A ATB)
told a Parliamentary committes
on Wednesday that it will make
public its preliminary repart on
the Ahmedabad plane crash in a
couple ut'da}'h, sources suid.

AATIB Director Genernl GV
G Yugandhar told the panel that
it wetll upload the report within 30
days of one of the worst aviation
disasters in recent decades and
the first crash involving a Boe-
ing Dreamliner.

Concerns over aviation safety
dominated the proceedings of the
Parliamentary committee headed
by JD{ LT} MP Sanjay Kumar [ha,
as over 97 representatives cov-
ering almost the entire gamut
of the sector, :iJ'LclulJ:inB official
apencies, aiines and other stake-

holders, shared their views with
Parliamentarians in the day-long
meeting,

Air Indias Boetng 787-8 air-
craft operating flight Al 171 en
rotle 1o London Gatwick had
crashed into a medical hostel
complex soon after take-off from

Ahmedabad on June 12, killing at

least 260 people, including 241
persons aboard.

The sources also said that no
]:Illd.'i.l'!’!l:il!likr!c" report has been suib-
mitted by AAIR to the civil avia-
thon ministry.

Under the ICAO norms,
AATB can submit a prcli.mi:-
nary report within 30 days of

# The sources also soid
that no preliminary
report has been submit-
ted by AAIB to the vl
aviation ministry

» Under the ICAD norme,
AAIB can submit a

preliminary report within
30 days of the caident
fo it

the accident to it Tha described
the meeting as “very extensive
and thoraugh’| noting that every
stakeholder participated in the
diseussion and answered queries
of the panel’s members,
Officials told that panel that
this s the first time the hlack box
of a crashed plane is betng inves-

tigated in India, noting that they
have shored up their technologi-
cal know-how in recent times and
are consulting foreign experts,
including those from Boeing, as
required. The US government has
helped with the platform needed
to-deciphier the data, and the avia-
tion secretary had led the coor-
dination efforts.

They said the black box
and voice recorder of the ill-
fated aireraft were intact,
and the data was being
investigated.

Official sources said that the
MPs were of the view that the
regulator and the safety infra-
siructire have not kepl pace with
the growth of the country's avia-
thon sector, noting that Ar Traffic
Control oversees nearly 30 dights
on a radar compared to the norm
of eight to 10 in many places.
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AAIB to release Air India crash report

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

he Adrcralt Accident
Tlnvrsligaliun Bureau

[AAIB) will make pub-
lic this week its preliminary
repor on the Air India plane
crash in Ahmedabad in which
at least 260 people were killed
on June 12, top Bureau officials
told a Parliamentary panel on
Wednesday.

Sources also said that no
report has been finalised so far
and investigations are under-
way in one of the worst air dis-
asters in India.

The AAIB officials told the
panel that the black box and
voice recorder of the aircralt
were intact and data was being
mvl:':-l]gi.l!rd. the sources said.

They said that the help of

foreign players, including air-
craflt manufacturer Bu:lng.
was sought to carry oot
detailed and thorough inves-
tigations.

The AAIB had initiated an
tnvestigation a day after the
crash and had constituted a
multi-disctplinary team head-
ed by its Drrector General
GVG Yugandhar in line with
globally preseribed norms.

The sources said this is the
[irst time such an important
investigation is being held in
Iridia.

The AAIB chiel also
responded Lo queries of sever-
al MPs on the deadly plane
crash during a day-long meet-
ing of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Transport, Tourism and
Culture, which oversees the

functioning of the Civil
Aviation sector.

The meeting of the panel
chaired by [D-U MP Sanjay
Jha began at 10 AM and ended
around 6 PM, with the chiefs
of all airlines in the country
making a presentation on air
salely.

The Committee has mem-
bers from several parties,
including former Civil
Aviation Minister Rajiv Pratap
Rudy, Congress’ Kumari Selja,
Meeraj Dangi and Imran
Pratapgarhi and BJP's
Surendra Singh Nagar and
Tapir Gao, among others.

Alr India’s Boeing TR7-8 air-
craft operating flight Al 171
en-route to London Gatwick
crashed into a medical hostel
complex soon after take-ofl
from Ahmedabad an June 12,

killing at least 260 people,
including 241 persons who
were onboard the plane. One
passenger, however, miracu-
lously survived the accident.
‘While there has been no
official comment on the pos-
sible timeline for the prelimi-
nary report, lop sources in
AAIBR said the initial report
will be finalised this week
Under the International
Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAOQ) norms, AAIB can
submit a preliminary report
within 30 days of the aceident.
Members culting across
party lines questioned offictal
agencies and private airlines
aver safety standards being fol-
lowed by them, an issue that
has been brought into sharp
focus afier the Ahmedabad
plane crash last month.
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Air India Sucks, Tata Hotels Roc

An Indian company gives us world-class hotel experience but low-quality airline experience.
Preliminary report on the Ahmedabad air crash should give some explanation for this oddity

Chetan Bhagat

7] Preliminary  Investigation Andings
for the horrifle Al 171 crash that toak
260 lives a month ago, are expected to
be made public by Friday The airline
is presumably processing this acei-
1 dent as o wakeup cill. Policymakers
should be dolng the same. What do they need o do to
plvelndlaatroly world-class aleline? [Eis what lndlans
deserve and it would give the country a big strategic
nibvantage too

Consider, by contrast, that anvone who has visited a
Taj hotel — whether for o cupoof {8 ora long stay - i
LElely 1o share positlve memorles, Ta) pets 1 eight, The
hotels are clean and luxurioos, staff ks courteous, food
15 delicious. The lobby. rooms, feeilities, services, and
restauranis are consistenily topnotch. Be it o Taj
property in Kerala, Mumbai, Lucknow or Now York, be
b surmpmer oF winter, day or night, s always excellent
Thiey even speak of something called “Tajness” -a unligue,
elevated feeling experienced at any Taj location.

And no, this column is not sponsored by Taj or its
parent, the Tats Group. Bul the Taj is genuinely one of
the few Indian brands that competes at a global bevel
Whikch miakes i all the more bafling that (he very samis
Tara Group alss owns Alr lnidla, one of the most poorly
rated airlines inthe world.

There are many who refrain from bashing Adr India
in publie, for the sake of its staff’s feelings. There's
alsa the patrictism angle, where Alr India is seen asa
national Mag carrier But things aren't getting bhtler

S0, how toexplain Tatn Growp runndsg world-class Ta)
Haotels on the ome hand and whatever-class Air India on
the other? A key point is that Air India is o recent
purchass, Mot longago, it wis a bloated, unionized, public
sictor behemoth losing thousands of croms anocially
Tatas took i over and nserged i with Vistaras, a sonderful
Little airtine that had been well an lts way to make a mark
in the world. Peaple expected Abr India would now trans-
form into Vistarn. Instead, the opposite happened

Ajr India gquality standards continue to decline
There is noaestap news about fithy planes, broken air
catcl it boners and planes turning back duee to echinbeal
lzsmies. Then came theshocking crash of the Ahmedabad-
London flight

Whint swddenly happens in the sky that even the
Tatas who runfirst-rate hospitality businesses become
third- Fmte?

It i5 @ combination of factors — Air Indin's history,
vur aviation policies, and maybe even the Indian
consumer. Kinglisher Jet, Vistara - all ans gone, All
asplred tedelivera high-quallly experience

Theonly trus winner in Indian aviaton is Indigo, an
efficient, point A to point B, no-frills aifdine. The high
pointof an Indigo flight iseating dehydrated upma and
boring tomato and cucumber sandwiches, which make
wol il ke a grade TV ¢hild exting 1iTin prepared by a
neglectiul parent.

Indin deserves a world-class airline. A great alrline
delivers more than esmfort. It's a national branding
tool. Investors, business travellers and tourists get their
first tasto of a country through its flag carrier, Just
loak al whind Singapere Alrdines, Emirmtes and Qoar

Afrways havedone for their respective countries

Whint does it take to hawve o world-class aiirl ine? Here
e e tap Miveelements, allol whilch peed tobeon polng
and eonaistently delivered each thine.

Clegtnliness and aesthetics; At present, the Air India
planes seem donk and dirty compared to other global
airlinesoreven Indigo. Aremost of the carpet and seats
dirt-coleured to hide the dirt? The staff's govt school
Leacher loak could also dowith a relraesh

Safety: A world-class airline by definition has a
pood safety record. Adr India's Ahmedabad crash will
be hird to erase from public memory. However, new
safotyfirst procedunes will helip

Cronenerticify, punciamlity ond frngit Almost all
woen] glabal aidines have good transi hub alrpords
supparting them. The airports, regulators and aielines
work in tandem 1o provide & sepmless experience for
the traveller In India. even at major airports, yon hove
no idea wheon there will be congestion, when you will
nok gel an acrobebdege and when il you be stuck for
howrs, If we are sertous about achleving a world-class
alrline, our atrports and pelicymakers need to support
ourairiines.

Sevvicer World-class airlines benchmark extra-
ordinary service standards. This, actually, is one ara
where Adr India stafT still doa decont job

Profitability: All of the above bacomes irrelevant i
the airline isn't profitable Most Indian airdines that
have tried to deliver high-end quality have fmiled. It
seoms most Indinns don't want or can'tafford anything
nice when it comes to fy ing, Reconstitubed dried poha
b ok Bt i few hipndred rupess more Tor better Nving
ks mot. All thode savings shouldnt be kept aside jost for
bigfot weddings

The only way forward for Alr India is to do what
mixst high-ond brands do in Indin - keop most of Indin
i Taj hotels work ecatse they only secve a high-en:d
chiEmiele

Of course, Alr India has the added role of providing
national connectivity It follows that the only solution
is tosplit Air India into two. There con be one high-end,
international aicline (1ike Vistara used bo be) and one
supercTicient local airline that compedes on the
Blandeat anndw iches and lowest cost

For prafitability it's atse important that ourregulstors
relook at policy and taxation. The massive failure rate
of India’s airlines clearly suggests that they're being
overticged. And of course, if we want a worldclass
carrier, we need to ke ael ive steps fo 0% Alr India,
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Glitch leads
to emergency
landing of
IndiGo plane

Times News NETwork

Indore: Barely 15 min-
utes into take-off, an In-
diGo Indore-Raipur
flight with 51 passengers
made an emergency
landing in Indore due to
a technical fault. The
flight was cancelled af-
ter all fAyers disem-
barked safely.

Passengers recalled
feeling a sudden jolt
while the plane was air-
borne, shortly after
which, the pilot an-
nounced the emergency
landing.

“Theaircraft took off
for Raipur at 6.35am
Tuesday. During the
flight, the pilot received
afalsealarm.

After this, the flight
safely landed back at In-
dore at 6.50am,” Indore
airport senior manager
{operations) Amol Tha-
kursaid.

IndiGo flight 6E 7295
takes off daily from In-
dore at 6,35am and lands
at Raipur airport at 8.30
am.

Upon return, the
same flight, 6E 7296,
takes off from Raipur
airport at 10.30am and
returns to Indore air-
port around 12pm.

IndiGo management
informed  passengers
about the cancellation
of the return flight.
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