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KIA customs seize record 520 kg
hydroponic ganja in two months

Bangkok link dominates such
smuggling cases at city airport

v

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

ustoms officials at the

Kempegowda Inter-

national Airport (KIA)
seized 520,82 kg of hydropon-
ic ganja in the last two months
alone, accounting for more
than half of the total quantity
seized in 2025-26.

In 2002526, customs author-
ities seized 1,005.498 kg of hy-
droponic ganja worth around
Rs 700 crore and arrested 163
individuals in 141 cases.

Since April, the department
has seized 520.82 kg of the
contraband valued at Rs 182.3
crore and arrested 64 people
in 52 cases, according to data
shared by customs officials.

Officials attributed the re-
cent spike in cases to a change
msmuggling tactics, with traf-
fickers increasingly transport-
ing smaller quantitics across
multiple trips to avoid harsher
punishment under the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985,

“People bringing in weed
are part of larger syndicates
and do not operate individu-
ally. They have studied the law
and understand enforcement
patterns.

“Under the NDPS Act, pun-
ishment for hydroponic ganja
depends on the quantity seized.
Smuggling 20 kg or more is

classified as a commercial
quantity and attracts a mini-
mum prison term of 10 years,
which can extend 1o 20 years,
besides fines,

*Quantities between 1 kg
and 20 kg do not fall under
the commercial category and
can arract imprisonment
of up to 10 years. Smugglers
are attempting to exploit this
distinetion,” an official
wld DH.

The largest consignment
seized since April weighed
5268 kg and was valued at Rs
1843 crore. Ivwas smuggled by
agroupofthree passengerson
May1.

In contrast, the most re-
cent seizure, made earlier this
month, involved 5 kg of hy-
droponic ganja worth Rs L75
crore. All hydroponic ganja
sefzureson commercial flights
this year have been linked to
Bangkolk.

Courier service from US
May also witnessed a rare
case of hydroponic ganja be-
ing smuggled into Bengaluru
fromthe United Statesthrough
A COUrEr Service.

“When it comes to weed,
carriers rarely conceal it
They transport it in luggage
or handbags in air-tight and
maoisture-proof packets that
cannot be detected even by
K9 units. The packaging is

lweeﬁmllselzadatmedty alrport. pHom: cusToMmS

Why hydroponic ganja?

Hydroponic ganja is
cultivated in nutrient-rich
water rather than soil.
Itis often considered a
premium variety because
ofits consistent quality,
appearance and potency.

highly professional. We rely
heavily on passenger profiling
o identify suspects. In many
cases, carriers collect the con-
iraband in Bangkok, but fly in
fromanother Southeast Asian
city or transit through Gulf
countries. We have identified
these patterns and intensified
our enforcement,” the official
said,

Customs authorities deploy
12 to 15 officers at the airport
round the clock and expect
smugglingaremprsto decline
in the coming months.

“The Thm government has
introduced stricter regula-
tions and is cracking down
on foreigners without proper
documentation. While the
measures are not aimed at the
drug trade, they are likely 1o

According to customs
offictals, this method
of cultivation is highly
popular in Thailand, from
where the drug isillegally
exported to several coun-
tries across the world.

CUSTOMS OFFICIAL
i Hydroponic ganja is
being smuggled in
highly professional pack-
aging (air-tight and miois-
ture-proof that can evade
detection even by K9
units, with carriers often
collecting consignments in
Banghok and using Indirect
routes through Southeast
Asia and the Gulf to avoid
detection.

force carriers to lie low for at
least afewmonths,” theofficial
added.

S0 far, in 2025-26, customs
autharities have reported no
fresh seizures involving other
narcotic substances. During
the financial year, the depari-

Rs 3.57-crore

hydroponic ganja
seized from flyer

BENGALURU, DHNS: Cuis-
tams officials seized 10.20
kg of hydroponic ganja
valued at approximately
Rs 3.57 crove from a pas-
senger who arrived from
Bangkak at the Kempe-
gowda International Air-
port (KIA) on June 5,

The contraband was
concealed in the passen-
ger's checked-in baggage
and was detecred during
a customs inspection, an
official said.

The passenger had ar-
rivied on IndiGo fight 6E
1056 from Bangkok.

Following the seizure,
the passenger, identified
as Alshay Pavithran, 32,
was arrested under the
provisions of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act.

Investigations are un-
derway to ascertain the
source of the narcotics
and identify possible links
to larger drug-trafficking
networks.

The seizure comes amid
intensified efforts by cus-
toms authorities to curb
the smuggling of narcotic
substances through inter-
national airports,

ment made two arrests in
cocaine-smuggling cases and
one arrest related to hashish
smuggling.
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‘Flight ops
from Ambala
airport to
begin soon’

CHANDIGARH: Urnion Min-
ister of State for Consumer
Affairs, Food & Public Dis-
tribution and Social Tustice &
Empowerment BL Verma on
Tuesday expressed confidence
that flight operations from the
newly built Domestic Airpart
(Civil Enclave) at Ambala Can-
tonment would begin soon,
making it the country’s 165th
operational airport.

After inﬁpcﬂll:nb the facil-
ity along with Haryana Energy,
Transpart ami aur Minis-
ter Anil Vij, Verma said Indias
aviation infrastructure has wit-
nessed rmpid expansion under
the BP-led government. He
noted that while only 74 air-
ports were operational belore
the BIP came to power, the
number has now risen o 164,

Praising the development
waork in Ambala Cantonment,
Verma said a new chapler of
progress was being wrillen in
the constituency under Vijs
leadership. He aLu cong ratu-
lated the state government, offi-
clals and engineers associated
with the praject

During the wisit, Vi
informed the Union Minis-
ter that Ambala Cantonment
heouses one of the country’s old-
est and most strategically signif-
icant military airbases. Owing
to its impartance, the British
had also developed an airbase
in Ambala during their rule.
He said the runway is equipped
with madern facilities that allow
aircralt operations round the
clock and in all weather con-
ditions. Develaped over nearly
20 acres, the domestic atrport s
cxpected o emerge as a major
aviation hub for passengers
from Haryana, Punjab, Him-
achal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh
and nefghbouring regions,

Wij E;h.'light:l& rﬂ:i.;.lﬁmba!a
Cantonment is already ane of
Morth India’s busiest railway
junctions, handling around
276 train arrivals and depar-
tures daily.

He further informed that
several airlines have applied
to operate lights from the aie-
port and that the Civil Aviation
Mintstry has found no techni-
cal hurdles to commencing ser-
vices, NPOST
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4-hr airport drama: Cong tries to
corral MP MLAs, then nixes plan

:tlmesnhndln.cnm

Bhopal: Congross’s plan fo
corral fts MLAs ahead of
the Rajya Sabha elections in
MFP was groumnded on Tues
day by back-do-hack twists,
starting withairpori autho
rities in Bhopal refusing to
accept @ hampdwritten pas
senper manifest for a speck
al Might churtered to ferry
a8 legislators and their fa
milbes to Bengaluru

The fourhour airport
impnsse had an even more
bizirme ending when Mee-
nakshi Natarajan’s Rajya
Sabha nomination was re
Jected over an allegmdly un
disclosed cise, culminting
kn thedrip being canoedbed

All T4 passengors boo
hed an tha special Dight e
arrived st Bhopal alrport
before noon, expecting fo
dipart =oon after, Anothor

The impasse came to an end
whien Meenakshi Natarsjars
Rajya Sabha nominakion was
rifjected over an allegedly
unidiscloied case, resulting in
the trip heing cancelled

HMLAs weredue fofakean
evierime Night oot of thecity
By tha thimse thoe spescin 0
ight svs cheared For tale-ofT,
newsol MNitarajan's nomini
1ion being rejected upemndisd
thie ML A trave] plan
Alrport authorities sad
theey wazre follow ing prsocol
by insisting on completon

af all formalities. “A hand-
writhon manifest wasn't ae-
coeptable,” aseniorofficial sa-
. “Regulatory procedures
and security mquiremeonts
hinel tox b met before the abe-
erafl conld be cleamsd,”
Congress  spokespeison
Vivek Tripathi accused air
port anithorities of obstrae.
o, alleging the MLASs bo-
unid for Bengaduru had been
barred From entoring the ter
minal between noon and
4 M, “Everything wis do
i clel iberatel )™ e said
The afirport disma bent
an unexpected edge to what
hias been a chargisd RS con
test. BUP Mieldod Mahesh Ko
val. chalrparsonof thestate
fizheries welfar boand, for
the sgat long held by Cong
riss. Both Natarajan and
Kevat filed their noming
thoms on Monday nmid aug.
gestions that crossvoling
wokld bue i decisive factor,
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Great Nicobar Islands dual-use
airport may be ‘ready in 5 years’

‘Project Has Strategic, Other Beneflts For India; Work On Other Projects On’

Surendra.Singh Two-thirds of the
@timesofindia.com world's oil and half
i .
New Delhi: Considering the of world's container
strategic and economic bene- traffic pass through
ig;]_r;;' greali Nimhtar Isllanils this sensitive area.
3 evelopment projects, - .
the greenfield airport appro- Various I'I?glﬂl'lal and
ved by Cabinet last Nov “is ex- extra-regional
pected to be ready within five powers have
vears and will be under the increased their
operational control of Tndian ili d
Navy" defence sources have military an
said. _ e economic presence
“Thedual-useairporttobe  Construction workers in Great Nicobar Island on March 26 inthe IOR

used for civilian and military
purposes shall enhance In-
dia's maritime domain aware-
ness and operational oufre-
ach,” thesources said, adding,
“initial tendering is under-
way for the airport. Other pro-
jectsare in the pipeline.”

For holistic development
of GNI, three interlinked pro-
jects besides the airport have
been envisaged — Internatio-
nal Container Transshipment
Part (ICTP), and naval air sta-
tion, township and power
plant. The total cost of all four
projects is estimated at Rs
81,000 crore. “The GNI project
is even more important due to
potentially important hydro-
carbon deposits in the sea ne-
arthe islands,” a source said.

Highlighting its strategic

importance, the source said
the project would grant India
ability to sustain its presence,
move its assets, support opera-
tions, and monitor and main-
tain forward logistics close to
its theatre of interest.

“The project should have
been executed 30 vears ago,”
the sources said. The runway
at INS Baaz, the Indian naval
air station in A&N Islands,
will not be part of GN1project.

The GNI is located only 40
km from the Six Degree Chan-
nel astride the sea trade route
which extends from Gulf of
Aden tothe Malacca Straits.

Two-thirds of the world's
oil and half of world's contai-
ner traffic pass through this
sensitive area, Various regio-

nal and extra-regional powers
have increased their military
and economic presence in the
I0R.

Inviewof this, GNI project
shall augment India's ability
to operate in south-eastern
IOR, thereby enhancing its
stature as a preferred security
partner and as a first respon-
der:

Onallegations of commer-
cial reasons driving the pro-
ject, the source said, “Criti-
cism that it is a commercial
project being disguised as a
strategic one is based on geog-
raphical illiteracy.”

Besides the strategic rea-
son, govt's focus is on GNI's

overall development. Allega-

tions that “projects are being

awardeddirectly toprivate en-
tities are false. The projects
are being undertaken through
proper contracting.”

Giving updates on pro-
gress of different GNI pro-
jects, the source said, “While
for ICTP public private part-
nership appraisal committee
appraisal has been done and a
draft cabinet note submitted
by ministry of ports, shipping
and waterways to finance mi-
nistry, for the township, the ex-
penditure finance committee
meeting was conducted last
week. For the LNG-based po-
wer project, a detailed project
report has been prepared and
shall be cleared by NTPC bo-
ard. Cabinet approval for the
power plant is not required.”
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Great Nicobar Islands dual-use
airport may be ready ns5yrs’

Defence Sources
Say Airport Has
Strategic Value

Surendra.Singh
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Considering the
strategic and economic be-
nefits of Great Nicobar Is-
lands (GNI) development
projects, the greenfield air-
port approved by Cabinet
last Nov “is expected to be re-
ady within five years and
will be under the operational
control of Indian Navy,"” de-
fence sources have said.
“The dual-use airport to be
used for civilian and milita-
ry purposes shall enhance
India's maritime domain
awareness and operational
outreach,” they said, adding,
“initial tendering is under-
way for the airport. Other
projects are in the pipeline.”

For holistic development
of GNI, three interlinked
projects besides the airport
have been envisaged — Inter-
national Container Trans-

File picture of construction underwa',r on Great Nlcnbar Island

shipment Port (ICTP), and
naval air station, township
and power plant. The total
cost of all four projects is es-
timated at Rs 81,000 crore.
“The GNI project is even mo-
re important due to potenti-
ally important hydrocarbon
deposits in the sea near the
islands,” a source said.
Highlighting its strategic
importance, the source said
the project would grantIndia
ability to sustain its presen-
ce, move its assets, support
operations, and monitor and
maintain forward logistics
close to its theatre of inter-

est. “It should have been ex-
ecuted 30 vears ago,” sources
said. The runway at INS Ba-
az, the Indian naval air sta-
tion in A&N Islands, will not
be part of GNI project.

The GNIislocated only 40
km from the Six Degree
Channel astride the sea tra-
de route which extends from
Gulf of Aden to the Malacca
Straits. Two-thirds of the
world's o0il and half of
world's container traffic
pass through this sensitive
area. Various regional and
extra-regional powers have
increased their military and

economic presence in the
10R. In view of this, GNI pro-
ject shall augment Tndia’s
ability to operate in south-
eastern [OR, thereby enhan-
cingitsstature as a preferred
security partner and as a
first responder:

On allegations of com-
mercial reasons driving the
project, the sourcesaid, “Cri-
ticism that it isacommercial
project being disguised as a
strategic one is based on ge-
ozraphicalilliteracy.” Govt's
focus is also on GNI's overall
development, Claims that
“projects are being awarded
directly to private entities
are false, The projects are be-
ing undertaken through pro-
per contracting.”

The source said the pro-
jects are at different stages
of appraisal. The source sa-
id, *For ICTE, appraisal com-
mittee appraisal hasbeen do-
ne and a draft cabinet note
submitted to finance mini-
stry For the township, theex-
penditure finance commit-
tee meeting was held last we-
ek. For the LNG-based power
project, a detailed project re-
port has been prepared.”
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Star Air on track to
add two Embraer
E190 aircraft to fleet

—
Aneech Phadniz
Wrsbia

Srar Alr is on teack to induct
rwo Embraer E190akreraft o
serve mand routes,
the airline’s Chief Executive
Officer Simran Singh Tiwana
sald.

Currently, Star Alr oper-

ares eight Embraer E175 abr-
craft ¢ have T6-8E sears.
The E190s will hawve 108

sears, and thus will be the
largest in les fleer. While In-
dustry sources sadd thar Sgar
Alr had temporarily deferred
the alreraft induction due o
rising fiel cosrs, Singh sald
the plan was on schedule.

EXPANSION STRATEGY

“The induction tmelines re-
main  algned with our
planned  feer lon

strategy and preparations for
me aircraft entry into service

Emg.rﬁsmg as sached-

Star Abr lolds a scheduled
COMmmUTEr ST Transport per-
mit and operates 35-40
flights daily, conmect
'[lln!Et‘-E and 'I:I.:;-S cirles undh?i'
the regional connectiviry
scheme.

TRANSPORT PERMIT
The scheduled commuter
permit allows airlines to op-
erate alreraft that have a
maximum take-off weight of
up w 40 tonnes. The E190
has a maimum take-off
i of over 51 tonnes and
can be flown by alrlines that
hold a seheduled air trans-
it
Pa'ﬂl"h':“nireunrate General
of Civil Aviarion has granted
Srar Alr an exemprion to lm-
port and Induer E190 sirerafi
xs Ik p 8 tor obfaln &
alr ranspart per-
mir, it is leamr. Tiwana &d
B0l comment on the exemp-
thon. The Civil Aviarion Min-
Istry, wo, did not respond
aqueryonthe topee,

Al grounds 3 A320s after damage
caused by storm at Delhi airport

=]
Rohit Vaid
M Didhi

“Tata Growp-led Air India has
grounded three of irs Alrbus
A320 alrcraft after they were
damaged at Delhi ai
during severe weathes condi-
R, SOUTCES told
Frsinesiliie.

While one of the aircrafi
sustained serlous damage,
two others are also affected
with varying impact, requir-
ing tme for necessary
rectification.

The ncident involved

ound handli ulpment
la':lll.'nj foreign Egjﬂt 1Eu.'{ﬂrls
striking parked alrcrafi at
Terminal 2 of the 1G1 Alrpast
during adverse weather con-
dirions on June 7.

AIRCHRAFT DAMAGES
Accordingly, the severely-
ed A3 mary have (o
be grounded for an estim-
ated three weeks for re
The other two abre will
also meed tme to become
serviceable.

el

Speaking 1o Besinesline,
muiup;l:r:.r sources sald the
second A320 alrcraft s un-
dergols damage assess-
MENT, W rd may b
cleared to resume operations
within & shorer period of
time.

The development comes
as the Directorate Genersl of
Civil Avdation (DHGCA) has
lagnched an  lnveszl n
into the incldent. i

According to sources, the
alrline -..'urre_]rrl'!.' has ad-
equare [0 Caler 1o
passeqlu ngi{ﬁnrg.m and does
not EXpect amy operarional
disrupgion arising from the
incidenc.

However, they polnted out

the airline would need o be
compensared for the
sustained by the affected air-
craft once the estab-
lghea the ne-aslal::bfeur this
Incldent.

On i3 part, Alr India de-
clined to comment, cting
the ongolng investigarion.

Ag per a DGCA starement,
srong winds  experienced
during the weather event
cansed Two pieces of Eml.md
ﬂmpmn: [F;nerJnn ar an

lfacent stand and nearby

areas o shift from thelr des-
ignated locations.
equipment  sub-

sequently struck two separ-
aﬁ Alrbiis A320 alrur:!fma:.
rulriple locations, resulting
Im srrucmural

In addirion, the right slid-
kg wiindowe of a third alreraft
was d d after being
srruck by Aving debris.

The aviaton regulator
sald all three ai were
imirially grounded from com-
mercial service o undergo
detailed technical inspec-
tons  and  maintenance
checks.
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FY30 vision may give
wings to IndiGo stock

Analysts expect expansion in international routes to drive growth

PUNEET WADHWA
s Delba, @ jures

Despite  nearderm challenges
related to furl price, analysts reminin
bullish on the Interglobe Aviation
(IndiGo) stock, and expect expan-
sion In long-haul international
mastes to drive prowth for the carrier
e the et fiov yoars,

In the nesr term, howewver,
higher costs, especially of fuel due
to the West Asia conflict, could
keep sentiment incheck.

IndiGao, in its recently held ana-
ly=st meet, reiterated its ambition to
mise mlvr.'mn.l.mn.a] I:.B.]JEEII."_'.- shaneto

n:n:vund 40 per cent by 2029-30
(FY 30) From the curment 30 per cent,
acoording toanote by Flara Capital
The mansgement intends to
leverage its dominant domestic
franchise to build a globally relevant
aviation platform with a siznifi-
cantly larger imtermational pres
enee, broader customer segments,
higher ancillary monetisation, and
greater infrastructure ownership.
It expects growth engines such
as AIMXIR snd wide-bodies 1o
increase from 4 per cent of capac:
Ity in FY26 to 10-15 per oonot
by F¥Yio, while the corme
ATR/AZ20/A321 will still remain
the majority &t 8590 per cent.
The AINXLR sircmit is central
o this strategy, the note said, with
an approximate A.5-hour [ying
mnge, enabling routes such as
Athens, Istanbul, Bali, and Seoul
Nine AINMXIR defiveries ame
expected in FY27 This, their ana-
lysts said, allows the airdine to
cxpand  internationally without
diluting its low~cost advantage,
“The fleet ownership model is
rpeted to rfise o 30-40 per cent of
the towml feet by FY30, compared
with the current 8 por cent ownied
and 12 percent inanoe lease model.
Thiz should improve as=et control
and may reduce long-term depend-
cnce  on expensive  opersting
leases” wrote Gagan Dixit of Elnma
Capital in o recent note.

Flying high

At current levels, the stock, he
believes, appears to price in crude
and mpee-related  headwinds,
but not the positive impact of
supply-led fare strength.

“We expect investor focus o
pradually shift from near-term
cost pressure to the dumability of
hizgher airfares. Our target price
of T6,020 is based on 9.2x FY28E
EVEbitdn,” he said.

International traffic
Theaidine's strat ey seems alipmed
with the growth in international
passenger traffic, Over FY15-FY24,
Imcin’s sir traffic rose from 116 mil-
lion to 246 million. acconding to
reports,  with  international/
domestic passenger mix at 32 per
cent/68 per cent in FY26 (versus 40
per cent /60 per cent in Fy'i5).
Going ahead, Indian air trafficis
expected (o more than double by
FY35 from 246 million in FY26, a
Motilal Oswal Financial Services
(MOSL) note said. Howwever, n
contrast to the previous decade,
they believe the share ol interna-
tional passengers s expected 1o
expand due to higher disposable
incomeand anincrease in Arst-time
Intemational travel, which should
lened to 3% prowth inooutbound trips.
Al the boumses, meamwhile,
shares af [nterglobe Aviation have
lost over 13 per cent thus far il
June 8) in calendsr year 2026

D35S Jun ‘3,26
Sournces. Blaorhberng, BSE

I['.'i'“'&r c:rmpurod to :m:lunu an 1
per cent fall inthe Nifty 50, On JJune
q, the stock gained close to 1.5 per
cont to trde a1 T4.430 levels
The FY'30 road map

By FY'30. IndiGo tarpets 200 mil-
lion passengers (versus 123 million
in FY26), nearly 3,000 daily depar-
tures (versts the corment around
2304), over 550 aircralt (versus
around 400 nowl, and around 40
percent internations] capacity mix
| wersies love-3oscurmently).

Ower the kast few years, IndiGo
international destinations have
gained traction — from just five in
FYi16to44 in FY26 —whileintema
tional routes have expanded from
12 1o Ve 1500 TR, TS SLigEesl.
Themanagensent now sees tho next
leg of growth coming from otit-
botingd leisure and business travel,
inbound tourism, ond eventually
India-to-Indis rensit traffie

Analysts st JM Financial said
thie road map isambitious snd cm-
cinlly remains anchored 1o
IndiGo's core strengths: cost
leadership, fleet commonality, and
disciplined executiom,

Nexeouted sucoessfully, IndiGo
conld emerge a5 one of the few air-
lines globally combining low-cost
eoonomics  with  international
scale, JM Financial said. It has
maintained an “mdd” ratineg on
the stock with & price tamget of
15,000 pershem,
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ATF rate up as oil firms roll out
price stabilisation regime

RGEMOIES
hew Delbu, 9 Jure

Aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
prices were raised by around 10
per cent on Tuesday as state-
owned fuel retailers rolled out
a price stabilisation regime,
offering domestic airlines a
fioeed fuel rate for up to three
years in 4 move aimed at

shickling carriers and passen
gers from sharp swings in
global oil prices. Jet fuel for
domesticairlines will now cost
T115 per litre, up from T 104,927,
industry sources said. The new
rate will be locked in forup to
three years for airlines that opt
o participate in the powvern-
ment-backed price stabilisa-
tion scheme. Afrlines that do

not opt for the scheme will pay
market-linked prices, currently
around 142 per hitre, similar to
intemational carrers. Mean
while, India’s fuel consump-
Hon rose o 19.93 million metric
tonnes in May, while liquefied
petroleum pas consumption
continued to decline, data
from the Petroleum Flanning
and Analysis Cell showed.
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damage to plan&c
Mumbak The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation has
initiated an investigation
into an incident in which
three Air India aircraft were
damaged at Indira Gandhi
Internat-ional Airport in
Delhi. All three aircraft have
been grounded for inspec-
tion and maintenance. The
incident occurred on
Sunday at Terminal 2 when
ground support equipment
struck the parked A320 air-
craft during adverse weath-
er conditions.
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ATF price up
10% as oll

firms roll out
fixed pricing

AVIATION TURBIME FUEL
[ ALF) priceswere raisedaround
10% on Tuesday as state-
e fued retailers rolled out a
price stabilisation regime,
offering domestic airlines a
ficed fuel rate for up to three
years ina move aimed atshicld

ing carriers and passengers
from sharp swings in global ail
prices,

Jet Fud fior domiesticaldines
will now cost €115 perlitre, up
from ¥104.927, industry
soumes said.

The new rate willbe locked
in fior up to three years for alr-
lines that opt o participatein
the Eovermment “hacked price
stabilisation schame.

Adrlines that do not opt for
the scheme will pay market-
linked prices, curmently around
€142 per litre, simibar o inter-
national carrems, Those opting
mtothe schemewil lcontinue to
receive ATF at €115 per litre,
insulated from global bench
mark fluctmations, While non-
participating carriers will ben-
=it from JIIiI_I‘ rh-*l']inue"\.I I!:.l,'}r
will also face higher costs whien
international ratesrise.

Sources said the scheme is
completely voluntary for air-
lines, ATF prices Tor domestic
scheduled carriers were hiked
9% on April 1 and have been
keptunaltered sincethen. PTI
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AIR INDIA OPENS
HUB-AND-SPOKE
FUGHT BOOKINGS

AlR INDIA

o HAS apened
bookings
under the
hiub-ancl-

spoke
model, with its first *Easy
Connect’ flight starting
froem Varanasi on June 25,
enabling passengers to
complete baggage and
immigration procedures
at origin for seamless
international travel
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Spicelet delays
pilot salaries
amid funding
crunch

REUTERS
Hew Dalhi, fune ¥

SPICEIET HAS DELAYED salary
payments to many of I plots
since March. internal messages
seen by Retiers show, as the
cash-strapped crmier said itis
seeking an emergency loan
under a government-backed
credit scheme to help stabilise
operations,

Spicejetwas India s second
largestdomestic carmier bymar-
ket share in 2019, carrying
roughly 15%ofpassengers but
that has since fallen o afounh-
place shareof 3.4%. [ts long-
standing financal troubles
have been worsened by the
Middle East conflict which has
pushed up fuel prices and
restrictedair BMICE AGCERS, [rEs-
sures that have also hit larger
rivalsinditGo and Air India.

Spicefer had 375 pilots as of
March and has had salary pay-
ments pending for several
manths, according to two pllots
and a Benters review of chats
from a WhatsApp group with
more than 180 members,
inchuding pilots who fiy Boeing
airoraft and at leastone senior
alrfinenfficial,

In one message, Spicefet’s
semiorvice president of fight
opemtions, Virendra Malhotm,
wrote on May 26 that he was
aware “thatall of you are going
through adifficult phase owing
to the delay In salary dishurse-
mient” and said the balance of
February salaries would be
released shortly, “These ac
testing fimes, no doubt, but
theyare tempomry:.”

In a statement to Rewrers,
Spicelet ackmowledged them
hand been pmyment delays
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Airbus implores staff

to get back on track
after weak quarter

AGENCIES
lune@

AIRBUS CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OfficerGuillaume Faury said the
planemaker must improve its
performanceinthelatter halfof
2026 aftergetting off to a slow
start,suggesting an uphill battle
fora company wrestling with
persistent supply-chain snags.

In a letter to employees
obtained by Bloomberg, Faury
called the first-quarteraircraft
deliveryperformance and group
financial results“wealk’, requir-
ing a turnaround effort in the
remaining months of the year.
In order to get there, Airbus
needs to “do more in less time,”
bring new products to market
and provide“flawless"customer
support, he said.

The company must now
achieve its biggest second-half
ever to rectifya disappointing
performance so far, Faury said,
adding, "We always knew this
yearwouldbechallenging”.

“Ourbusiness environment
is not a reason to soften our
ambitions or strategy: demand
for our products and services
remains strong,’ Faury wrote in
the memo."Instead, this is an
opportunity to address ineffi-
ciencies and further improve
thewaywework together.”

Airbus declinedto comment
oninternal correspondence.

Whileaircraft deliveriestyp-
ically rise significantly in the
back-end of the year, Airbus
faces still considerable chal-
lenges toachievea turnaround,
from partsand engine shortages
to production glitches and a
resurgent Boeingthat's winning
more orders again.

elhi

GUILLAUME FAURY, CEQ, AIRBUS

The firm must now
achieve its biggest
second-half everto
rectify adisappointing
performance sofar

The US and Israel’s
war with Iran had yet
to translate
intoany
meaning-
ful _
pullbackin
orders

‘Airbus sees no sign of
order cancellations’

Guillaume Faury said he is
not seeing any demand for can-
cellations ofjet orders despite
recent turmoil that has left the
airlineindustry battered.

Faurysaid airlineshad "been
throughhell”inrecentyearsbut
were still holding onto their
order books, underscoring
resilient long-term demand for
new aircraft,

Global airlines are grappling
with higher fuel costs drivenby
the USand Israel swarwithIran,
which has squeezed jetfuel sup-
pliesanddisrupted keyaircorri-
dors,forcing carriers into costly
detours, but Faury said this had
yet to translate into any mean-
ingful pullback in orders.
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De-Mumbaikarisation of Air India: An airline estranged from its very home

FIRST PART OF THE |

2-PART SERIES

Dhairya Gajara
WL MB AN

On Thursday, the Air India
signages were removed from
the walls of the lconic
Nariman Point building,
which formerly served as the
alrline headquarters. The
sight has been termed by avi-
ation enthusiasts as the end
of an era for Indian aviation,
as the airline's long relation-
ship with Mumbal practically

came tw an end with the
Maharashtra government
taking over the prime prop-
erty.

For nearly a century. the
story of Air India was woven
Into the fabric of Mumbal. It
was here, on a mud flat in
Juhu, that India’s civil avi-
ation was born. From
Nariman Point, its global
operations were managed,
and in the suburban enclave
of Kalina, Its workforce
raised  generations  of
employees.

However, the airline has
been slowly uprooted from

the financial capital over a
period of little more than a
decade. The corporate nerve
centre was shifted to the
National Capital Region, the
Marine Drive headquarters
changed hands, and the his-
toric staff colonies are being
dismantled.

The relatlonship between
Air India and Mumbai began
around 94 years ago, in
Dctober 1932, when JRD Tata
New Indin’s first commerelal
flight under the name Tata
Airlines. He carried mail
from Karachi to Mumbai's
Jubu Aerodrome on a De

iy okl

Vi

Havilland Puss Moth aircraft,

marking the birth of
domestic civil aviation.
The carrier was entirely a

Bombay
Mumbai to
Rebranded as
International,

affair

and
the

Air
the

took
world.
India
alrline

launched its first interna-
tional flight in June 1948 from
Santacruz Airport to London

The city became home to
Air India employees in the
18505 after they were pro-
vided quarters near the alr-
port. The expansion of the
Alr India Colony in Kalina
spanned 184 acres, housing
more than L1600 families of
emplovees.

Shashikant Salunke, 58, a
former employee who lived
in the colony for 19 years
said, “The Air India Colony
was more than just staff
quarters. It was an extended

home with all the colleagues
living together, The children
of employees studied in the
school here and are today
excelling as scientists. politi-
cians, bureaucrats, and
engineers. The colony's local
ground has given out crick-
eters playing on national and
International level”

The bond grew stronger in
the 1970s with the opening of
the Alr India building at
Nariman Point. The 22-storey
skyscraper, designed by New
York architect John Burgee,
featured the revolving cen-
taur logo at its crest. An

advertisement showing the
animated Maharaja sitting
atop a high-rise building say-
fng. “Nariman has a point and
I'll be on it"” implied it was a

symbol of post-indepen-
dence Indlan corporate
prowess.

Radhakrishnan Nair, who
worked with Indian Airlines
and Air India fram 1982 to
2017, recalled the days of
working from the Nariman
Point bullding. Nalr sald,
“The office used o be always
crowded with passengers
coming in to book their
tickets.”
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‘Higher airfares can price

out people from flying’

PTI
Ri0 DE JANEIRO

Ajrlines will try to hike fares
te an extent that they can
cover the costs, but depend-
ing on which population one
is looking at, there will be
people who will be priced out
of flying as relative price dif-
ferences will impact choices. a
senior [ATA executive has
said.

The remarks come against
the backdrop of airfares rising
as airlines seck to recoup
some of the costs of the oil
price shock due to the West

Asia disruptions. Jet fuel
prices are expected to be 70
per cent higher in 2026 com-
pared to last year.

The International Air
Transport Association (IATA)
represents over 370 airlines
that accoumt for around 85
per cent of the global air traf-
fic.

IATA’s Chiel Economist
and Senior Vice President for
Sustainability, Marie Owens
Thomsen, sald airlines would
obviously try to do their best
o hike the fares to such an
extent that they can cover
the costs.
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SpiceJet plans

to induct

3 Airbus A320

planes on damp

lease in July

PT1
MUMEAI

Damestic carrier Spicelet on
Manday said it plans to induct
three Airbus A320 planes on a
damp lease in July to further
expand its fleet.

The company has already
finnlised a lease agreement for
these three narrowbody
planes, the airline said in a
statement. Along with this,
Spicelet said it has also
ungrounded a Boeing 737
MAX afrcraft and put it back
into commercial operations.

The additional capacity will
support the network require-
ments of the airline during the
busy travel season and provide
greater operational flexibility
across its domestic and inter-
national routes. "These aircraft
will help us meet growing pas-
senger demand, strengthen
operational resilience and
enhance network flexibility
during a busy travel period.”
Spicelet Chief Business Officer
Debojo Maharshi said.
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Storm damages 3 Al
planes, probe ordered

FPJ News Service
MUMBAI

Three Air India Airbus A320
aircraft have been grounded
after sustaining significant
structural damage—including
deep skin punctures and tears
to their fuselages and engine
cowlings—during a violent
thunderstorm at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International Alrport
on Sunday evening.

The damage occurred when
severe gales swept across the
airfield, unmooring a heavy
passenger boarding ladder
operated by a third-party
ground handling agency. The
runaway equipment broke
free from its position and col-
lided sequentially with the
three parked jets, which were
stationed at adjacent remote
bays at Terminal-2 awaiting
their next scheduled depar-
tures.

i
3
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In the wake of the incident,
the Directorate General of
Civil Awviation (DGCA) has
launched a formal investiga-
tion. The probe will focus on
whether the ground handling
agency adhered to standard
operating protocols regarding
equipment security during
severe weather, the imeliness
of weather warnings, and the
management of proximity
hazards at the airport

As per aviation experts. the
incident represents a major
operational oversight, as a
single plece of rogue equip-
ment was able to cause exten-
sive damage o multiple com-
mercial aireraft
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Flights, traffic hit as 120kmph
dust storm batters Delhl-NCR

Jasjeev Gandhiok

fetter hndustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A sgqually dust
storm, with speeds hitting
120kmph at Palam. swept
throngh Delhi-NCR on Tuesday
evening, disrupting flight opera-
tions at the Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport and evening
traffic movement. This was the
fastest wind to hit Palam since
April 27, 2005, when the speed
touched 138kmph. acoording to
data shared by the India Meteor-

ological Department (INID).
“The highest wind speed of
120kmph was reported owver
Palam. followed 80kmph at Pusa
and B4kmph st Safdarjung,” said
IMD scicntist Krishna Mishra.
Experts termed the storm a
typical “pre-monsoon” activity,
cansed by a combination of hizh
heat through the day and ade-
uate moisture in the air
through s cyclonic circulation,
leading to convention and the
formation of thundery clouds
within a short window, L

Vehicles ply on the road amid
aduststorm on Tuesday.,  aw
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Air India flyer breaks plane
window, faces ban on flying

Neha LM Tripathi and
Prawesh Lama

frtseporters @hindostantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A Delhi-bound Air
India passenger who broke o
window pane on 8 Chandigarh-
Delhyi flight has been referred o
the airline’s internal committes,
which will decide whether to
declare him “onruly” and place
him on the no-fly list, two offi-
cials familiar with the matter
said,

The incident occurred on Air
India flight ATIZ7Y from Chandi-
garh to Delhi on June 7 (Sunday)
as the aircraft was preparing to
land.

“The passenger broke the
inner glass panc of a window
despite being given several ver-
bal and written warnings by the
crew,” ane of the officials said.

“The ground staff was
informed and he was handed
over to airport staff and security
personnel after the flight landed
in Dethi,” another official added.

Confirming the incident, an
Air India spokesperson said.
“Flight AIIB7S operating from

Past instances

July 2025 | Spicelet: Amy officer
banned after allegedly assaulting four

airline staff at Snnagar smpart duning

a baggage depute

April 2005 | Air | August 2025 | September 2025 |
India: Passenger | IndiGo: Flyer IndiGo: Orunk
allegedly winated | handed 30-day passendger handed aver
on aco-passenger | ban for allegedly tir security for

aboard 3 assaulting a misbehavang with crow
Dithi-Banghkok CO-passenger on 4 and passengers on 3
flight Muribai-Kofkata fight | Delhi-Kofkata fight

Chandigarh to Delhi on June 7
landed safely at Delhi following
an incident imvolving an unruly
passenger during the flight. The
cockpit crew followed the stan-
dard operating procedure and,
after issning wamings to the
passenger, reported the matter
to the security team at Delhi air-
port. Safety nilpass:ngl:rs. crew
and the aircraft was never come-
promised at any point.”

The girline said the passenger
was subsequently handed over
Lo security sgencies on arrival

and that the incident had been
reported to the regulator.

“Air India follows & zero-toler-
ance policy for behaviour that
can impact the safety and seco-
rity of passengers and staff,” a
spokesperson said.

Under the 2017 CAR. all cases
are referred to the airline's inter-
nal panel, which has 30 days o
determine the category and
duration of the ban. Pending its
decision, airlines can impose a
temporary ban of up o 30 days.

“The passenger is a resident of

Patnae. The matter has been
referred to the airfine’s internal
committee, which will assess
whether he should be classified
as an unruly passenger and
whether further action should
be taken,” the official said.

Dfficials also said that a pas-
senger attempted to escape
while in police custody at Delhi
airport on Monday morming.

“While bring escorted by
Delhi Police at Terminal 3, he
managed to break away gnd mm
towards the forecourt area
Howewver, CISFs guick response
team (QRT) apprehended him
within minutes,” a second air-
port official said.

“During the inguiry. his par-
ents informed police that he was
menizadly unstable and requested
that he be allowed to travel o
Patna. Air India, howewver, did
not permit him to board another
flight because of the ongoing
proceedings related to the inci-
dent,” he said.

“After the completion of nec-
essary formalitics, Kumar was
released and handed over to his
parents.” the official confirmed.
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ATF prices rise about 10% as oil
companies roll out fixed pricing

The new rate will be locked in for up to three years for airlines that opt
Lo participate in the government-backed price stabilisation scheme

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) prices were
raised |:.1].r around 10 per cenl
on Tuesday as state-owned
fuel retailers rolled out a price
stabilisation regime, offering
domestic airlines a fixed fuel
rate for up to three years in a
move aimed at shielding carri-
ers and passengers from sharp
swings in global oil prices.

Jet fuel for domestic airlines
will now eost Rs 115 per litre,
up from Bs 104.927, industry
sotrees said

The new rate will be locked
in for up to three years lor ar-
lines that opt to participate in
the government-backed price
stabilisation scheme.

Airlines that do not opt for
the scheme will pay market-
linked prices, currently around
Rs 142 per litre, similar to inter-
national carriers,

Those opling into the price
stabilisation scheme will con-
tinuie to receve ATF at Rs 115

r litre, insulated from global
chmark luctuations. While
non-participating carriers will
benefit from price declines,
they will also face higher costs
when international rates rise.

Sources said the scheme i8

completely voluntary, and air-

Airlines that do not opt for the scheme
will pay market-linked prices, currently
around Rs 142 per litre, similar to

international carriers

H‘I;}}'Hlf. Il‘x

» Jet fuel for dnnmﬁc
airlines will now cost
Rs 115 per litre, up
from Rs 104,927, indus-
try sources said

» Those opting into price
stabilisation scheme
will continue fo receive
ATF at Rs 115 /litre,
irsulated from glabal
benchmark fluctuations

» While non-participating
carriers will banefit
from price declines,
they will alsa foce
higher costs when inter-
national rates rise

lines will have to take a call if
I.hq- warnl Lo par[:upalc in it

Under the vu]unu:}
scheme, participating airlines
will pay a fixed free-on-board
(FOB) benchmark price of Rs
8632 per litre, plus airport
charges, oil company margins
and applicable taxes, result-
ing in an effective selling price
of Bs 115 per litre in Delhi, Rs
114.5 in Mumbai and Rs 139
in Chennai.

The new rate compares with

a below-market level of about
Fs 105 per litre in Delhi, which
had remained unchanged for
more than two months after
the government allowed anly a
partial pass-through of higher
global fuel costs triggered by
the outhreak of the West Asia
conflict in late February. The
freeze had led to losses lor oil
marketing companies on avia-
tion turbine fuel (ATF), similar
lo presgiines séen in petrol, die-

sl and LPG segments.

To address these losses, the
Union Cabinet n.ppraw:d aBs

10,000-crore price stabilisation
scheme aimed at capping ATF
prices and shielding airlines
from volatility linked to geo-
political tensions, while also
supporting the financial health
of state-owned oil companies.
Under the scheme, when-
ever global benchmark prices
rise above the base rate of Bs
86.32, the governiment will pro-
vide an interest-free advance

to ol marketing companies
to cover the difference. When
prices fall, the differential will
be recovered from the compa-
nics and returned o the Con-
solidated Fund of India.

ATF typically accounts for
about 40 per cent of airline
operating expenses and can rise
to as much as 60 per cent dur-
ing periods of sharp volatility.

Sources sald international
jet fuel prices had dimbed 1o
as high as Rs 142 per litre in
May from pre-war rates of Rs
60.50 per litre, raising concerns
over abrline operating costs and
potential fare increases.

The new arrangement, they
said, is nod a subsidy but a tem-
porary stabilisation framework
intended to smooth volatility
in fuel prices while ensuring
accountability, monitoring and
full recovery of funds.

For passengers, the most
er.lpurta.n[ benefit of this deci-
siom is that it will help to mod-
erate sudden increases in the
afrfare that often result from
sharp spikes in [uel prices.

By reducing the exposure
ol airlines to extreme fuel
price (luctuations, the govern-
menl aims o minimise the
pass-through of such costs 1o
travellers and prm‘idl: grealer
fare stability.
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Submit safety report before June 15, airlines told

S LALITHA & Mew Deln =
i
= On Junel :ﬁ;ﬁ 5;:_'3

LEADING airlines in Indiaand | 2nd2.DGCA be levied
alrport operators have been mm:ﬂ"g for mot
asked to submit their action- £ Incl complying
taken report (ATR) on the steps a?ﬂmgiz mesetings with  with the
they have initiated to redress stakeholders. safety systam.
the deficiencies on the safety ' dlscusslsaﬁ}tr PEN A LTIES FOR gt m‘mhdd.::ﬂ The DFGC?:I:E
front detected during regular H;E”; : L —— 2T el Ouarter. Asystem conducts
inspections carried out by | .. all flying JF\I {)P\" ' L (L‘J'.PLL"".J\' LIL’, of compliance inspactions
the aviation regulator, the Di- training needs to be to ensure that
rectorate General of Civil Aia- | poanicatione  In May, the regulator held a series of meetings with broughtinsothat  theaircraft
DGTI:lh{DG:Cl.-_’L ) T | are scheduled 80 international airlines operating out of India. The airtravel wouldbe  are in a sound

& alriines nave bech man- rievances of the airlines will be sorted out cafa for all condition
dated to submit their ATR be- Keaml 1
fore June 15, sources said.

This follows a series of meet- condition. Inspection of the wuledforJunel7,” saldasoorce.  istry had issued an order on

ings held by the DGCA =epa-
rately with the Indian airlines,

ramp in a plane, the doors, the
step ladder and the seats are

In May, the regulator held a
series of meetings with 80 inter-

March 17 to airlines directing
them not to charge passengers

the Burean of Civil Aviation
Security, international airlines
and the airport operator. “Such
meetings with all stakeholders
are set to become a regular af-
fair every quarter: This is being
done in order to ensure that air-
lines internalise safety aspects.
A system of compliance needs
io be brought in so that air trav-
el would be safe for all,” a
source aware of the matier
gaid. “The overall objective is
to ensure a much safer air trav-
el for all.” he added.

Penalties are set to be levied
for non-compliance with the
safety system. “The regulator
conducts inspections on a rou-
tine and sudden basis to ensure
that the aircraft are in a sound

just a few of them,” he said. In-
spections are held
at various air-

ports too. E

On June 1 and 2, ®

the DGCA met

with top officials

of Spicejet, Akasa Air, IndiGo,
Ajr India and Air India Express.
“Meetings with Star Air, Alli-
ance Air, Blue Dart and Fly 91
are s¢t to take place shortly

Meetings with all Flving Train-

ing Organisations are sched-

PRESS
CLUSIVE

national airlines operating out
of India. “The
airlines also had
grievances that
had to be zorted
out. It was held
over three days
in batches due to the huge
number;” another source said.
A top official said that air-
lines would be permitted to
continue with the charges lev-
ied for booking of seats in
planes. The Civil Aviation Min-

Al to become cheaper for travellers who opt out of food

Air India has mooted a proposal to let customers opt out of food or
snacks when they book a domestic Air India flight. This is largely being
viewed as a pro-consumer inltiative and the airline plans to launch it
on a trial basis on a few short duration flights.

a fiee for seat selection for 60 per
cent of the seats in any flight.
Leading airlines objected to it
forcing the ministry to roll
back its order on April 2. It had
then stated that a comprehen-
sive review of the issue would
be undertaken.

“With the cancellation of
flights to the West Asia and
major international destina-
tions by the airlines and the
soaring Aviation Turbine Fuel
{ATF) prices, it is not possible
to implement such an order
now as the airlines are reeling
under heavy losses."” the offi-
cial added. Airlines charge be-
tween 150 and £3.500 (in case
of international flights) for pri-
or seat selection.
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SpiceJet airline
struggles to
pay employees

EMS ECONOMIC BUREALN i@ New Delhd

CASH-STRAPPED SpiceJet is
struggling to pay its employees
with salary payments to many
of its pilots pending since
March. As per Reuters, the loss
making carrier is seeking an
emergency loan under a govern-
ment-hacked credit scheme to
stahilise operations.

Spicedet Spokesperson said
employee payments are being
disbursed in a phased manner,
consistent with the process fol-
lowed over the past several
maonths. It added that employee
payvments remain a priority for
the company and they remain
commitied to meeting their obli-
gations. “Like rest of aviation
the industry, SpiceJet is operat-
ing in a challenging environ-
ment shaped by external factors,
including the situation in West
Asia and its impact on operating
costs and cash flows across the
sector. Despite the challenges,
the airline continues to main-
tain operational stability and
service reliability”



AIRPORTS AUT HORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

SWATANTRL BHARAT

LUCENOW

8 JUNE 2026

feedt vereuld ue var sfEen & dict faare
2ifcrared, foremnmatd & o[ ol o

2 Tt e & Tl =1
e g, o & 3Em
$ZTAYI WA ( HES1eTE )
W ERE fare dEm A
T T BT 3 = =

Hﬂq%lmwaﬁwaﬁ
S g e e e,
T IEA T
(Fside) 4 A w9E g
e #1 e IE 1 A g

fee T ATfEy

AT BT AT?

et a9 ¥ 3EN,
TMEEr I T 4530 79
foft e & efiae-2
T T S e 2 T

T 3 3 = % 30 aee
¥ i | IR e F 9 v
=18 = w320 e = Al
(Ur3E AU ST ) =9

3 HEAT 1 A FRY A4 g
df| % % e, A ge

= of 5w & 2% v
IHUE F T § @ A
TEE I 2 R 4
M ¥ I s e
- 39 AT W e,

forerd fomert & fafim foetl
S BN T ST, 3 9
v guE F o UE A
Tomm =1 wIfE F =i T
a2 (fiaea) ot s &1 )
fami @ e A A
IueTT fore wmuki & 972
TR ST F AR H S W
S & ST, Hrem e F
FR A T F e
d WET W U IEw
ittt =i 2fem & 4 &=
zaaT % Fw F I i
2 W EE A WA ¥ 7 W)
e 23 faast 3w o =
ST T T 2 Y
HHEN F1 91 U 2
= H e fen omn ¥ R
ST A 3 g w2 T
g I A B



AIRPUHISAU‘I HOR!T‘!’ L')F INLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TELEGRAPH KOLEATA ¢ JUNE 2026

DGCA investigation

W NEW DELHI: The DGCA
on Monday started an
investigation into the
damage suffered by Alr
India planes parked at
Dalhi airport on Sumday.
Throe alveraft parked at
Delhl alrport’s Terminal
2 were damaged after be-
ing hit by ground support
eguipment during heavy
rain and winds blowing
at a speed of 110km per
Tour around 4.30pm.
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Air fares may go up as oil marketing
companies hike ATF prices by 10%

Arul. Mathur
#timesofindiacom

New Delhi: Flying bs s o
gl miore expensive, with oll
markEng compumies on To-
eshy  Increding  sviatlon
turkine fuel (ATF) prices by
around 10% under e new
jarbee-sta bl lisan bon reglime

The only rellef is that
ATF which aceounts for
@n% of an alrline’s opera-
tingensts — will remainfro
#en ol this level for the next
thies years lor domesiic
and Internationnl (lights
of Indian enrriers that opt
fior this new mechan Em.

it Pued fowe domestic car
rlets will now cosl Re 115 per
lhtre, upfeam B 105 per e,

Apart from higher ope
rating costs duoe o the rupe
&5 fall and Tuel price rise,
alrfinres are under pressune
doe o airlines cuning
Mights on account of salte
ning demand. The price-zia
bilisation mechankam Ls al
mied mt shisliing atrlines
and passengers from sharp
awings Inglobal oll prices.

Goavt had announced the
“priee  stabillsstion s
port™ mechantam last weelk
The Ra 10,000-crare schsme,
however, will be aptbonal

Carriers that do maol apat for i
will et tinge to pay market
linked prices, curtently ar
une Ks 142 per Hire, slmilar
lee ke mational alrlines,
Last wesk, Rohit Raj, di
rector i the minlstey of ¢l
v awkathon, had sakd the
benchimark price had been
Mxesl as a one-se arrangs
ment for thres years, Undder
thiescheme, goviwill proyvkde
budgetary support in the
form of an Interesl-free ad
vanoes 1o oll marketing coi
Anles o compensate Uhem
for not passing on higher Mz
el costs to Indlan carrisrsdu-
ring periods ol pricespile.
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West Asia

tensions:

Int’l fliers down 27%

12 1%

-lelnIl

Sourral Al

191442
«21.9%

PASSENGER NUMBERS TAKE A HIT
' 2025 195,716

Miyati. Parikhvatimesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: Months of tur-
Ditleses in West Asia airspace
are heginning to show up In
Ahmedabad  atrport's  pas-
senger numbers, Internatio-
nal passenger traffic at Sar
dar Vallabhbhai Patel Inter
national {(SVPI) Airpart hos
witnessed a steep decline over
the past three months, with
alrport data showing an av-
erage foll of 27% in footfall
amid eontinuing alrspace dis-
ruptions and operationsal un-
certainty across parts of the
Wiest Aski over the past wo
months

Figures shared by the Air
ports  Authority of India
(AADshow that international
passsnger  footfall deopged
from1.951akh in March 5055 o
L3l lakh in March 2026, mar
king a decline of 327% year
an year [n April, passenger
numbers at the city airport
drogped to1.491akh, represen-
Hng a 2L9%% decrease in foot-
fall.

Alrport sources afiribu
ted the downturn primarily to
repeated alrspace closores,
fight cancellations, and sche-
dule disruptions  affecting
Gl hound operations,
which is a key component of
Ahmedabads  interpnticnal
mir traffic network. “Ahmed-
ahni] s o very sirong depen-
dence on Gulf connectivity
both For labour and husiness
travel. Any disruption in West
pace  immediataly
[RASSeNEET ImOVeInenl
id an airport souree.

The disruptions began in-
tensifying after several count-
rles in the Wesl Asta Imposed
temporary sirspace restric-
tinns amid escalaring regio
nal tensions earlier this vear,
Multiple airlines susponded
or rerotited ights to desting-
tions including Doha, Dubai,
dodedath, and other Gulfl huks,

Industry stnkeholders sa-
il psseangers hiave also beoo-
me increasingly cautious due
to fears of delays, rerouting,
extended travel durations,
amd  last-minute  cancells-
LS,

“Even where flights are
operational, uncertainty i
self reduces demand. Meny
travedlers are postponing dis-
cmetionary trips or opting to
wait for stability Overall this
yenn we saw o 30-40% decline
in international tour boo-
kings during April and May
This has reflected in passeng-
er footfall at the Ahmedabad
airpgrt, which isakey hubfor
international travel from Gu-
I "ol Vieendra Shah,
axchairperson of the Travel
Agenis’ Assoclation of India
(Gujarst chapter),

“The West Asiabound
flights and bookings have be-
en among the worst-affected
during the past two months,
Duetotheuncertainty ot least
an% of the customers have
cancelled their bookings for
Gulfl destinations. Others ha-
ve cancelled plans (o travel
abroad.” said Ankit Bajaj, ow-
nir ol @ el com pany based
In Ahmedabad
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