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Digi Yatra to roll out

at 15 more airports
this financial year

AWK DAS
Bengafuruy, § jure

Digl Yatra, an inlriative coordinated by
the chvil gwismen ministry o ensure
seambass trivel for passengers from the
alrport gates to boarding a fight, will be
available in 15 more alrpons this inan-
clalyear [FY26], Siddharnh Verma, head
of IT operations of Digl Yarra Founda-
tiom, sakd.

“Allthe metros aredone, and all the
big airports are done S0 now
weare left with the sneallesair-

Unigque Tdentification Authority of
Indla (UTDAT ecosysien. So when a
passenges downloads the app, fills in
the required details - including the
Aadhnar number - and gets an OTP on
the phoneto suthenticate, VIDATsends
the Aadhaar degalls onthe phone.
“Then your proof of presence is
established by taking your selfie and
marching the selfie with the inage that
Is there In the Aadhaar. These Two
things have to match with each other.
Whar we do is we creats
something called a verified

poris where the minisory FIVEOFTHOSE  Cpogonrial which is ke a
evaluates if there 18 & need az NEW AIRPORTS o) photocopy with a digi-

allor o Because af thines you

Buizlneas Sradard.

include Mangalore, Trivan-

drum, Srinagar, Chandigarh,

and Magpur, The rest are managed by
the Alrport Authority of India (AAT)
whaosge |nfrastnuctiure is ready, but the
technology integratlon is stll in pro-
Cess

gl Yarra's technology, since being
launciied in 2022, has revelurlonised
travel across Indian airports through a
suocessful implementation of self-soe-
erelgn identiry or decentralised D that
ablows wsere to control their onling
Information. The authentication is
dome through rwo documents, the Aad-
heaar and the boarding pass.

To date, the app has been down-
loaded 14 million times and fscilitatad
more thitn 55 million pumeys across
alrparts in India.

The DNgi Yarra app s linked withthe

INCLUDE

= : MANGALORE,
don't need such solutions If
the volume ia very less, or TRIVANDRUM,

. SRINAGAR
there = rate,” he odd 3
£re |5 pust one gate THANDI

Five of those new alrpors AND NAGPUR

tal stamp on I, which s
called proof value. And this
proof value, along with the IDy
document, s sent to the
usar's phone, which gets
soored inthe Digl Yatra walles
il you delete ivyoursetf”

Even for Aadhasr, Digl
vatrs follows what Sharma 1erms as
data minkmisation. Only a passenger’s
name, gender. date of birth, and
masked Aadhaar number are taken.
The second step of the jourmey Invalves
uploading the boarding pass wherethe
technology pulls the data from the QR
code, which includes date of travel,
name, seat number, PNE, ortgin, and
destination.

“when you link your boarding pasa,
we matel the name that you had linked
earller from your Asdhasr and the
nameon the boarding pass. Ifthess two
things match, along with the real-time
facial image clicked at the alnport. the
gate opens, All this i kappening auro-
matically. There s no human interven-
thom,” explains Sharma.
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HC allows AAI to float
tender to replace Celebi

Bidding outcome to depend on pending litigation

AASHISH ARYAN
Meww Dedhi, 9 e

The Madras High Court (HC) on
Monday allowed the Alrpars
Aarthoriny of India (441 to proceed
with a public tender sealdng a re-
plscement for Turkish ground and
cargn handling firm Celebls In-
dian subsidlary, whose security
clearance was cancelled by the
central governmient kst month.
During the hearing, AAT in-
formed the Madras HC that though
e wild luave o fhoat & tendes to bire
o new grourid handling and cargo,
the tender will mention thar the
curcome ofthe bidding will be sub-
Jert tothe ligkgarion indtlated by Ce-
letsl Adrport Services Indis at
Mades and Dethi hgh cours.
The AAI sl gave an underink-
Iy rheat the equipment keft behind
by Celebl will not b used by other
ground operators. The Chennal
airport meeds at least three ground
handling and cargo managemeent

AaTalso gave an undertakdng that equipment left behlnd by Celebi
would not be used by other ground operators

firms, the AATsald.

In May, the Buseaw of Clvil A¥E
B Security (BCAS) revoked the
security clearance of Istanbul-
headquarered ground handling
firm Celebl Alrport Services India,
citing concerns over nathomal se-
curity. Celebl, which employed
over 10,000 people in Indls, used
o provide ground services at nine
major alFports Scross the country.

GCelebl's employees have ainee
been absorbed into the operations
of other ground pnd cargo hand-
ling companies operaring st these
alrports. I o sttement. Celebl had
“unequivecally” refined the “mis-
leading and factually incorrect
allegations” concermlng its ownar-
ship and operations in Indis.

Wit ingeuts from Dweepak Parsl
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HC allows AAIl to
float tender to
replace Celebi

- THE MADHRAS
_‘ﬁy HGH Court has
repa riesdly allowed
the Alrpons Autho-

rity of India (AA) to proceed
with a public tender seeking
areplacement for Turkish
ground and cargo handing
firrm Celebi's Indian arm.
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HC allows
Celebi to enter
Chennai airport
for inventory

Chennai: Madras HC al-
lowed Turkish-based Cele-
bi Ground Services to en-
ter Chennai airport prem-
ises for compiling an in-
ventory of its equipment
after prior approval from
the airport authorities, re-
ports Sureshkumar K.
Justice Abdul Qudd-
hose issued the interim or-
der on Monday on a pet-
ition filed by Celebi
Ground Services Chennai
Private Limited, challeng-
ing the cancellation of the
concession agreement by
Airport Authority of India
following the cancellation
of itssecurity clearance by
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security on May 26.
Senioradvocate P S Ra-
man, representing the
company, told the court the
firm had invested wvast
amounts of money in its
equipment and software.
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Airport baggage issues
delay exit of flyers

Ruchir Kumar

ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Bagzage-related issues
are delaying passengers from
exiting the arrival hall of the
new integrated terminal build-
ing at the Jayprakash Narayan
International (JPNI) airport
here that became operational
on June 3, said officials, who
dismissed them as “teething
problems”.

Passengers have alleged that
they have had to wait for up to
40 minutes, especially during
busy hours, when a bunch of
flights land. Such a scenario
happens at least three times a
day between 10.20am and
11.20am; L.10pm and 2.20pm and
9pm and 10pm, when five flights
are scheduled to arrive within a
time slot of one hour at the
Patna airport, which presently
caters to 48 inbound flights in a
day.

Passengers also alleged last-
minute change of conveyor belt.
adding to their confusion in col-
lecting one's registered baggage.

“Things are a little misman-
aged, as we were informed that
we will get the luggage on belt
number 3, but found my bag-
gage on belt number 2," said
Aman Kamalia, who reached
Patna at 10.50pm by an IndiGo
(6E 6120) flight from Bengaluru
on June 6.

Kumud Kumar Jha, who
arrived by an IndiGo flight (GE
6451) from Bengaluru said he
had to wait for his baggage for
around 45 minutes after the
arrival of his flight at 7.25pm on
Saturday.

“It took around 30 minutes
for me to get my registered bag,
but the wheelchair of my
daughter, which, too, I had
booked through baggage, was
delayed, and I had to wait for
around 45 minutes for it before
a woman executive of the
IndiGo made several calls and
helped me get it,” said Jha, who
superannuated from the LIC.

“The system of arrival of reg-
istered baggage on the carousel
has changed after the introduc-
tion of the in-line baggage sys-
tem (ILBS) in the new terminal
building, which is taking some
time,” said an official.

“Earlier, a tractor trolley
would get registered baggage
offloaded from an aircraft and
directly place them on the con-
veyor belt, which would not
take more than 10 minutes after
the arrival of an aircraft. Now,
once the baggage is offloaded
from an aircraft, the tractor
trolley takes them to the base-
ment of the terminal building,
where there is a baggage
make-up area (BMA) and a bag-
gage break-up area (BBA). The
baggage is sorted and sent up
through a conveyor belt before
getting on the carousel for pas-
sengers to collect. This takes
some time, maybe 10-15 min-
utes,” the officer explained.

The officer further said that
the airlines have to allot con-
veyor belts that is done through
a computerised system for
which airlines have been pro-
vided unique login ID and pass-
word.

"In case of a wrong input, the
baggage goes through a differ-

ent conveyor belt than the one
announced inside an aircraft,
leading to last-minute confu-
sion among passengers aft the
arrival hall. Since the ILBS sys-
tem is new, the airlines are fac-
ing teething problems but are
gradually coping with it,” he
added.

“There are four feeder con-
veyors in the new integrated ter-
minal building. Given that we
now have a bigger terminal, the
feeder conveyor length is longer
than the earlier one. The feeder
length of conveyor belt 4 is the
shortest while that of 3 is
longer, but still it should not
take more than 5 minutes,” said
another official familiar with
the matter.

As per a circular by the civil
aviation ministry, the first arriv-
ing bag should reach within 10
minutes and the last bag within
30 minutes after arrival of an
aireraft.

The delay in processing regis-
tered bagzage, also leads to traf-
fic snarlup at the exit of the
arrival, where vehicles are stuck
in a jam.

On Sunday, air conditioning
issues were also reported near
the departure VIP lounge,
check-in area and post-security
hold area.

JD(U) MLC Sanjay Singh,
who flew to Jaipur on June 3,
when the new terminal building
became operational, and
returned to Patna on June 6,
said: “I got my bag in 10-15 min-
utes. However, issues related to
baggage, etc. are at best teething
problems, which I'm sure the
officials will overcome soon.”
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Video shows man
pinned to floor at

US airport; Indian
consulate intervenes

DIVYAA
MNEW DELHI, JUNED

THE INDIAN Consulate in New
York said they have gottenin
touch with authorities in the
United States after videos pur-
portedly showing “anIndianstu-
dent” being handcuffed and
pinned to the floor at the Newark
airport came to light on Sunday
night.

Posted on X by an Indian-
American entrepreneur, Kunal
Jain, thevideos and photographs
showed an unidentified young
individual handcuffed and cry-
ing at the airport. Jain, who
tagged the Indian Embassy in
Washington DC and External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar in
his series of posts, said he was
speaking in “Haryanvi language
and accent” and was pleading
that the authorities were bent
upon declaring him mentally
unfit. Taking cognisance of this,
the Indian Consulate in New
York said on Monday evening,
“We have come across social
media posts claiming that an
Indian nationalis facing difficul-
ties at MNewark Liberty
International Airport. We are in
touch with local authorities in
this regard.” The Consulate re-
mainscommitted to thewelfare

$TheIndianEXPRESS

of Indian nationals, they said.

According to Jain, who said
he witnessed the event first-
hand, the young man appeared
to be in distress and was crying
as the Port Authority Police offi-
cers restrained him,

There is no confirmation if
the said individual has left
Mewark or has arrived in India,
asperthose aware of the matter,
Authorities are presently trying
to ascertain the date and timeof
the video,and theidentity of the
said individual, they said.

Calling it a human tragedy,
Jain wrote on X, "l witnessed a
young Indian student being de-
ported from Newark Airport last
night — handcuffed, crying,
treated likea criminal. As an NRJ,
I felthelpless and heartbroken.”

Photographs and video clips
shared by Jain show the uniden-
tified young man being re-
strained by officers from the Port
Authority Police Department
(PAPD), the agency responsible
for law enforcement across ma-
jor transport hubs in New York
and New Jersey.

A call made by The Indian
Express to Port Authority Police
Department at Newark
International Airport didn'telict
any details, exceptfor the officer
saying that “the PAPD doesn't get

involved indeportations”.

Tue, 18 juné
https://epap
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Tunnel to ease Capital
airport, Gurugram traffic

RAJESH KUMAR B New Delhi

n'a move to ease traffic, the National

Highways Authority of India (NHAT)

will build a tunnel worth Rs 3500
crore connecting Nelson Mandela Marg
in Vasant Kunj to Shiv Murti interchange,
Mahipalpur. The 4.9 km tunnel will %;E
part of the National Highway 148AE and
is intended to provide a direct, bypass
route for traffic heading tomréf or
from Gurugram and the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA).

Announcing this, Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta said the Union Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways has
approved six major infrastructure projects
in Delhi.

One of the key projects is a 5-kilome
tre-long tunnel that will not only balance
the traffic between South Delhi and
WICR but will also help curb pollution and
transform the overall look of the area. The
tunnel, stretching from Shiv Murti
Mahipalpur (Dwarka Expressway) to
Nelson Mandela Road (Vasant Kunj), will
reduce congestion on multiple routes and
create a signal-free corridor.

The NHAL will construct the tunnel,
comprise two underground tubes - one
each for up and down traffic. Each tube
will have three lanes, making a total of six
lanes available for smooth traffic move
ment. The tunnel will also be equipped
with modern facilities such as electro-
mechanical systems, ventilation, fire safe-
ty, CCTV suarveillance, control rooms,
emergency exits, and cross-passages.

The CM said that after a recent meet-
ing with Union Minister Shri Nitin
Gadkari, several projects worth 324,000
crore aimed at streamlining traffic and
reducing pollution in Dethi and adjoin-
ing areas have been approved.

She further explained that the con-
struction of this tunnel will significant-
ly ease traffic congestion on Nelson

Mandela Road (Vasant Kunj),
Mahipalpur, and Rangpuri. It will also
reduce the traffic load on Dhaula Kuan,
Rao Tula Ram Marg, and National
Highway 48 (NH-48) in the Mahipalpur
area. The tunnel will offer a direct, sig-
nal-free alternate route between South
Delhi and Dwarka/Gurugram, which is
expected to help eliminate traffic jams on
NH-48, especially during peak hours.
The CM also noted that in the future, this
tunnel will serve as a key connector
between Central/East Dethi and multiple
major expressways and highways including

The NHAI will construct the
tunnel, comprise two
underground tubes - one each
for up and down traffic. Each
tube will have three lanes,
making a total of six lanes

the Delhi Expressway (NE-5), NH-44,
NH-10, Delhi-Jaipur Highway (NH-48),
and Delhi-Dehradun Expressway (NH-
709B) via the Urban Extension Road
(UER) and Dwarka Expressway. This will
lead to smoother traffic across these routes
and a significant reduction in
pollution levels.

The CM informed that all technical and
formal requirements for the project are in
their final stages, and work is expected to
commence early next year.

Calling this project, the “foundation for
the Delhi of the future," CM Rekha Gupta
said that the tunnel will give a new direc-
tion to Delhi’s infrastructure and bring
relief to millions of citizens. She further
added, “We are committed to making
Delhi congestion-free and dean. The con-
struction of this tunnel will reduce the
burden on roads, eliminate traffic signals,
and save fuel”

Comlinued on 3y PS

Tunnel to ease Capital airport, Gurugram...

Continued fram 3> PI  The project requires
clearance under the Forest Conservation
Act (FCA) as it affects 5.825 hectares of
southern Ridge land and 1.68 hectares of
deemed forest. The Ridge Management
Board approved the project in November
2022, followed by the Central Empowered
Committee in June 2023 and final approval
from the Supreme Court in October
2023. The Union environment ministry
will now decide on the FCA clearance for
the project. Last year, Delhi Pollution

Control Committee (DPCC) has pre-
pared a report based on the feedback it has
received during two public hearings in Sept
regarding the proposed construction of an
underground road tunnel from Shiv Murti
Interchange to Nelson Mandela Marg.
The report has been submitted to the
ministry of environment, forest and cli-
mate change [(MoEF&CC), which will
make the fc—cision on granting environ-
mental clearance to the project. DPCC, in
its report, said that the participants at the

hearing were told by the project proponent
that the environmental management plan
will be implemented during construction.
The project proponent in its written reply
has stated that the tunnel will be construct-
ed using a tunnel boring machine below
the surface, and hence no damage is
anticipated. "Proper monitoring and safe-

» design checks shall be done to avoid any

amage to existing structures,’ the project
propenent has said, according to
DPCC's report.
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Flight to Abad aborts takeoftf after engine failure

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

A V2500 engine of an In-
AdiGo Airbus A320ceo
(VT-IAX) failed during
take off roll at Kolkata on
Sunday morning. Operating
as 6E-245 to Ahmedabad, the
pilots aborted take-off and
safely brought the aircraft to
a halt,

“The aircraft was invol-
ved in reject take-off due to
engine number 1 shutting
down during take-off roll. In-
spection and rectification is
inprogress,” said asenior of-
ficial of the Directorate Ge-
nenal of Civil Aviation

The IndiGo pilots aborted the
6am take-off from Kolkata airport
and safely brought the aircraft to
a halt. IndiGo then organized
another plane for the A'bad
bound passengers at 8.35am

(DGCA), which is probing
theengine failure,

Comments have been so-
ught from IndiGo and are
awaited.

The flight has a schedule
time of 6am. After the inci-
dent, IndiGo organised for
another aircraft (VT-1Q0, an
A320neo) which took off

from Kolkata for Ahmed-
abad at 8.35am.

The aireraft VT-LAX is ne-
arly 11 years old. Supply cha-
in constraints seen since
2020 have made it difficult for
airlines globally, including
Air India group, Akasa and
IndiGo, to get their ordered

planes, engines, seats, com-

ponentsand even spares,

So Al and IndiGo are now
retaining their older planes,
including the older-gen
A320ceo family of planes, for
much longer now,

IndiGo, not so long back,
used to send back planes af-
ter they completed about six
vears of service with itto les-
SOrs,

The idea was to have a fle-
et of young and fuel-efficient
A320neo family of planes.
Butnotsoanylongerasithas
become difficult to get delive-
ry of new planes as per sche-
dule, making it imperative to
hold on to older ones for long-
erthanearlier



AIRPORTS AUT HUF-?FTY UF iHUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ASSAM TEIBUNE

GUWAHATT

9 JUNE 2025

European plane maker ATR
bullish on India

NEW DELHL, June 8: Bull-
ish on the business opportu-
nities in India, European air-
craft maker ATR is in discus-
sions with scheduled and non-

scheduled operators to ex-
plore the sale of its aircraft.

Considering the growth
potential of the Indian mar-
ket, asenior ATR official said
itexpects the country to have
300 more turboprops in the
next 10 years.

A joint venture between
Airbus and Leonardo, ATR
manufactures turboprops
with up to 78 seats as well as
freighters.

Currently, there are 70
ATR aircraft in the country
that are operated by IndiGo,

Alliance Air, and FLY91.

ATR 1s still “very bullish”
on the Indian market and is in
active discussions with some
of the operators, the compa-
ny's MD Jean-Pierre Clercin
said in the national capital.

Without divulging specific
details, he said the company
isin talks with scheduled and
non-scheduled operators, in-
cluding those already flying
ATR aircraft.

India is one of the world's
fastest-growing civil aviation
markets and the number of
airports as well as regional air
connectivity is on the rise.

Eftorts are on to set up 50
more airports in the country
in the next five years. At

present, there are more than
160 operational airports.

“We are keen on exploring
further ties in India,” he said,
adding that the company is
also looking at partnerships
with universities.

In India, Clercin said there
is the potential to have 300
more turboprop aircraft in the
next 10 years.

ATR has sold 1,800 aircraft
to 200 operators spread
across 100 countries.

For a domestic market like
India that has many thin routes
such as those that can be
reached in an hour, he said that
is where operators will need
a cheaper product like ATR
aircraft. - PTI
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DGCA reviews possibility of curtailing
helicopter operations to Chardham Yatra

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Dalhi

India’s civil WESHGH regulator
is “reviewing the necessity of
curtailing  helicopter  opera-
tions” to Chardham Yarra in
Uttarakhand due to recent

safety concerns.

The possibility of curtailing
operations arose after the Dir-
ectorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA) conducted a
safery review of chopper

SEFVICes.

In one incident, a helicopter
crashed close o Gangomi,
killing six people, while on May
12, a chopper blade struck a car
at Badrinarh Helipad.

Sources have alleged that
operators overload their heli-
copters to maximise profits,
despite strict safety norms by

the DGCA.

In a statement on Monday,
the DGCAsaid, “Recently, mul-
tiple occurrences involving
helicopter operations during
the Char Dham Yarra in Ut-
tarakhand have underscored
the necessity for further
srrengthening the safety over-
sight of these operations.
Saferyinvestigations have been
initiated for each of these oe-
currences to idenrify contrib-
uting factors, including mech-
anical failures, operational
errors, and weather-related
challenges.™

“Reaffirming its steadfast
commitment taviation safety,
DGCA is responding proact-
ively on these occurrences and
has ordered special audits or
enhanced surveillance for heli-
copter operators involved in
shutrle services and charter op
erations in the smte of
Uttarakhand.”

According to the DGCA, dir-
ectives have been issued w all
helicopter operators, restyict-
ing operations to ‘Out of
Ground Effect’ (OGE) condi-
tions until further orders.

LIVE MONITORING
Besides, the regulator said that
it is actively moniroring live
cameta feeds provided by the
Uttarakhand Civil Aviation De-
velopment Authority
(UCADA) at Kedarnath to de-
tect any deviations from stand-
ard operating  procedures
(SOPs).

In a recent enforcement ac-
tion, DGCA suspended the op-
erations of owo helicopter op-
erators for two hours for failing
toadhere to SOPs.

Furthermore, the opera-
tions of Kestrel Aviation have
been suspended with immedi-
ate effect pending investiga-

tion, the regulator said. Inaddi-
tion, the DGCA has stationed a
team ar  Sahastradhara
helidrome in Dehradun to
monitor chopper operations.

On Sunday, sowrces told
businessline that the regulator
has come down heavily on
chopper operators and is con-
dueting on-the-ground surveil-
lance and reviews of
Operations.

“DGCA's teams have been
working round the clock to en-
sure that safery norms are be-
ing followed. If need be, then
stricter steps will be taken by
the regulator to ensure abso-
lute compliance with safety
norms,” sources said.

The Chardham vatra in-
cludes pilgrimage to shrines
such as Yamunotri, Gangotri,
Kedarnath, and PRadrinath
between  MayJune  and
September-October
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IndiGo eyes new markets, to induct
Airbus XLR aircraft by December

BETTER TIMINGS. With Airbus A321 XLR, airline will gain 2-hour advantage over its current Airbus 321 flights

—
Rohit Vaid
Maw Dalbi

IndiGo will expand its fleet
with the induction of Airbus
A321 XLR (extra long range)
aircraft in December, which
will enable the carrier to tap
into new markets.

Speaking to businessline,
IndiGo’s Chief Executive
Pieter Elbers said the induc-
tion of XLR aircraft is part of
IndiGo’s growth strategy,
which aims to make the air-
line a major player in the
global @Wafign industry by
2030,

“The XLR is actually right
in between,” Elbers said, re-
ferring to the aireraft’s
range, which is two hours
more than the airline’s cur-
rent Airbus 321 flights.

“So there's a range of
flights that are two hours
more than what we have
today on our Airbus 321
flights and provide an oppor-

tunity both to open new mar-
kets as well as to get a
stronger position on other
markets,” he said.

At present, IndiGo oper-
ates over 2,200 daily flights,
serving over 140 domestic
and international
destinations.

GLOBAL ROUTES

The introduction of the XLR
aircraft will enhance Indi-
Go's international capabilit-
ies in the medium-to-long-
haul segment. The aircraft
with a range of 8,700 km will
bring Seoul and Athens,
among other destinations,
within the range of some In-
dian cities. IndiGo has 69
XLRsonorder.

The XLRs will enable In-
diGoto reach destinations in
Europe and North-East Asia
that were previously inac-
cessible. Further, it will in-
crease the number of routes
served overseas, opening up
opportunities to serve mul-

Mumbai will have
more flights to West
Asia than Delhi. Delhi
will have more flights
to Central Asia than
Mumbai

PIETER ELBERS
CED, IndiGa

tiple points from India.

“The XLR aircraft will
bridge the gap between the
airline’s current Airbus 321
flights and its long-haul
flights, which will be oper-
ated by A350 aircraft {from
2027 onwards),” he said.

According to Elbers, the
XLRaircraft will offer oppor-
tunities to open new markers
and provide direct con-
nectivity from more Indian
cities to Nairobi, Denpasar
{Indonesia), and Athens.

India's geographical posi-

tion, he said, isadvantageous
for expanding operations,
with &5 per cent of the
world's population within a
5-to 6-hour fiying radins.

MULTI-HUE STRATEGY
Besides, Elbers highlighted
that XLR aircraft will solidify
IndiGo's multi-hub strategy,
with different hubs focusing
on specific regions.
“Mumbai, for example,
will have more flights to
West Asia than Delhi. Delhi
will have more flights 1o

Central Asia than Mumbai.
Hyderabad has some wvery
specific flights, even do-
mestic ones,” he said.

In the current fiscal vear,
IndiGo plans to launch direct
flights to 10 international
destinations, including Lon-
don, Athens, Amsterdam and
Manchester.

Elbers cited that the air-
line’s goal is to build a self-re-
liant direct flight network for
India. “We have started the
strategy  towards  ‘new
heights and across new fron-
tiers,”” Elbers said.

To achieve this, IndiGo is
expanding its fleet with the
introduction of Boeing 787
aircraft.

IndiGo has also increased
its order for wide-body Air-
bus A350 aircraft and
partnered with Air France-
KLM, Delra, and Virgin At-
lantic Airways to offer pas-
Sengers cOnnectivity to over
30 destinations in Europe
and the US.
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DGCA orders

special audits
of Char Dham
heli operators

EEFAK PATEL
Hew Diedhi 9 jure

Due to multipde safery Incidents during the
ongning Char Iham Yatra in Uttnrakhand,
the Directormbe Genaral of Clvll Aviation
(DECA)on Monday ordered special audis
and enhanced surveillance of helicopter
operators conducting shuitde and charter
sarvices in the state,

The avistion regulatos, lna stagement,
also said iris reviewing the need to suspend
heflcopter  operations o Char Dham
entiredy, depending on the outcome of
onggoing safery gesessments,

The move comes after several recent
occurrences — inclhuding emergency tand-
Ingzs and a faral erash — rabsed serious ques-
tlons abwoat the safery of halicopter services
on the high-alrimede pilgrimage routes,

The DGCA sakd i has launched Invest-
cations o each Incldent todetenmine con-
tritmting Facrors such as rechnical fials,
pibiot error, and weather condithons.

As part of immediate safery measures,
the DGCA has directed all helicopter oper-
ators InUntarakhand o conduet flighes only
undet out-of-ground effect (DGE) condi-
tons until further notice. Flying in OGE
conditions means helleopters mst stayata
hiefght where they can no longer rely on the
cushioning effect of the ground o help
them hover. While this requires more
angine power, it s consbdered safer in hilly
and high-aktinsdeareas a5 10 allloos for better
controld durlng fighe

To strengrhen real-time oversight, the
DG A sald irks now actively manitoring live
videofeeds from the Kedarmsth heliped pro-
vided by the Unarakhand Chvil Aviation
Development Authoricy. On Monday, two
helicopter operators were found violating
srandard operating procedures relstad 1o
parking protocols, leading o & two-hour
suspenabon of thelr operations.
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CM Saini to inaugurate Hisar-Chandigarh flight service today

HEERAJ MOHAN

THANDIGARYH

Inia odst (o regaonial coni-
nectivity, Haryana is all set
to get a new flight service
between Hisar and Chan-
digarhstarting June 9as the
Chicf Minister Mayah Singh
Saini will inangurate the
Might at 3:20 PM on Mon-
elay.

Theflight, operated by Al-
liamce Air using an ATR-72
aircrall, will reduce travel
time between the two eil-
ies, offering a 60-70 minuie
journey compared Lo the

four to five hours by road or
severt hours by train,

As per e oflicial soirces
the flight schedule, rebeased
by Alliance Air, outlines de-
pariures from Chandigarh's
Shaheed Bhagat Singh In-
ternational Airport at 3:20
PM, arriving at Hisar's Ma-
haraja Agrasen Alrport by
430 PM. The return Right
will leave Hisar st 4:55 PM,
landing in Chandigarh at
5:55 PM, operatling every
Monday and Friday. With
an introductory one-way
fare ranging from Bs 1449 1o

Rs 1704, the service aims to
miake air travel accessible (o
o brosdler popialation, aliim-
ing with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of
affordable air travel for all
“This new service is a
game-changer for Hary-
ana,” said CM Saini, em-
phasizing the economic
and social benefits of m-
prowed connectiviey. ~Ttwill
not only save time but also
boost trade, tourdsm, and
development in the regrion.”
The launch follows the re-
cent inauguration of Hisar's

Maharaja Agrasen Airport
by PM Modi on April 14,
which marked the start
of flight opermtions with a
Hisar-Asodhva route. The
aleport, part of a T200-acre
Intermated Aviation Hub, 1=
poised to become a key re-
gional hub, with plans for
an infernational termread by
S0 under a Bs 3700 crore
FEpansion project.

The Hisar-Chandi-
garh route is expected (o
strengthen ties between
Harvana's indusirial hub
and its capital, covering the

232 km distance inunder an
hour. “This is a step toward
renlizing PM Modi's drean
of making air travel a real-
ity fourr the common man,™
Saini added, referencing
the Regional Connectivily
Seheme (ROS) that has fa-
cilitated this initiative. The
scheme, backed by a Mem-
orantdum of Understand-
ing with Alliance Air, also
includes plans for Rights to
Ayodhya, Jaipur, Jammu,
andd Ahmedabad, with some
routes already operational
and others slated for May.
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After series of accidents,
DGCA to review Char Dham
yatra helicopter operations

Ui Chandra
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation will review
helicopter operations to
determine if services for
the Char Dham yatra in Ut-
tarakhand need o be cur-
tailed after as many as four
accidents oceurred in the
past month, the [GCA said
on Monday.

The aviation safety regu-
lator barred Kestrel Avia-
tion Private Limited from
providing  helicopter ser-
vices, pending inguiry into
a mishap on June 7 in Ku-
draprayag district when an
Agusta Westland 19 chop-
per made a precautionary
landing on a road stretch
soon after taking off from
the Sirsi helipad. Five pas-
sengers and a pilt on-

. -

Peaple gather outside Kedarnath ternple ahead of its opening. in
Rudraprayag district, Uttarakhand on May 1. rm

board escaped unburt.
The DGCA has also or-
dered “enhanced surveil
lance” for helicopter aper-
ators involved in shuttle
services and charter opera-
tions in Uttarakhand, the

regulator said in a state-
ment.

The incident on June 7
was the fourth such inci
dent in a month and the
DGCA has instituted an en-
quiry into all incidents.
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DGCA ramps up measures for
safety oversight of helicopters

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said on Monday it had intensi-
fied safety oversight of helicop-
ter operations in Uttarakhand
and introduced live monitoring
and surprise audits. The move
comes in the backdrop of four
helicopter-related accidents that
have occurred since the Char
Dham Yatra began on April 30,
one of them claiming six lives.
The regulator suspended the
services of two operators for two
hours on Monday for violating
standard operating procedures
(SOPs). One of themn was Kestrel
Aviation involved in the latest
incident that happened on June
7 when a helicopter of the opera-
tor had to make an emergency
landing on the Kedarnath

DGCA SUSPENDED
THE SERVICES OF
TWO OPERATORS
FOR TWO HOURS
ON MONDAY FOR
VIOLATING S0Ps

National Highway dueto a tech-
nical fault. While the pilot sus-
tained minor injuries, passen-
gers were unharmed.

As a precaution, the DGCA
also launched special audits and
instructed operators to fly only
under Out of Ground Effect
(OGE) conditions, which are
considered safer for take-offand
landing in high-altitude zones.

“Directives have been issued
restricting operations to OGE
conditions till further orders.
The DGCA is also reviewing the

need tocurtail helicopter opera-
tions to Char Dham if required,”
the regulator said in a statement.

To strengthen real-time over-
sight, the regulator has also
begun monitering live video
feeds from Kedarnath, provided
by the Uttarakhand Civil Avia-
tion Development Authority, to
spotviolations on the ground.

The aviation watchdog said
that investigations are underway
to determine causes behind the
recent incidents.

On May 8, a helicopter en
route to Gangotri shrine crashed
in Uttarkashi, killing five pil-
grims and the pilot. A passenger
survived with critical injuries.

On May 12, a helicopter’s
blade struck a vehicle at the Bad-
rinath helipad and on May 17, an
AIIMS-Rishikesh air ambulance
crash-landed near Kedarnath.
No casualties were reported.
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Reliance Infra takes tlight with
5K cr bet on aircraft upgrade biz

Press Trust of India
feedback @ |ivemint.com

NEW DELHI: Reliance Infrastruc-
ture is looking to turbocharge
its defence vertical with a focus
on aircraft upgrade pro-
grammes, eyeing an opportu-
nity of 5,000 crore over the
next 7-10 years, sources said.

This strategic foray positions
Reliance Infrastructure as
India’s first private sector com-
pany to independently execute a
comprehensive aircraft upgrade
programme without being the
original manufacturer — a
domain traditionally dominated
by public sector units and
OEMs.

According to a company
source, the company has
already marked a significant
milestone by successfully
upgrading 55 Dornier-228 air-
craft under a contract with Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL),
in collaboration with US-based
avionics firm Genesys.Initially
awarded a contract for 37 air-
craft, Reliance secured a repeat
order for an additional 18 units
following the successful execu-
tion of an earlier contract.

The total value of the Dornier
upgrade contract was %350
crore, sources said.

The upgraded Dornier fleet is

GLOBALLY,
MILITARY
AIRCRAFT AND
HELICOPTER
UPGRADES
MARKET STANDS AT
OVER 5 LAKH CR
PER YEAR AND MAY
HIT7 LAKH CR IN
SEVEN YEARS

operational with the Indian Air
Force, Indian Navy, and Indian
Coast Guard.

With military aircraft and
helicopters having a service life
of 30-40 years, regular
upgrades— particularly of avi-
onics, mission systems, and
safety equipment—are
vital.Industry experts estimate
that lifecycle investments in
upgrades and MRO can reach
up to 200-300% of the original
acquisition cost of a platform.

Globally, the market for mili-
tary aircraft and helicopter
upgrades stands at over
35,00,000 crore annually, and is
projected to rise to 7,00,000
crore in the next seven years.

India, with a vast inventory of
legacy platforms, offers a sub-
stantial domestic opportunity,

especially as the armed forces
modernise older fleets for next-
gen warfare.

Reliance Infrastructure is
now looking to scale up its air-
craft and helicopter upgrade
capabilities, working with
global partmers to deliver world-
class solutions.

In addition to the Dornier
upgrade success, the company
is also a key player in the per-
formance-based logistics (PBL)
program for Rafale fighter jets
in India, in partnership with
Thales of France.

Reliance investments in this
domain align with the vision of
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat' while tap-
ping into a multi-billion-dollar
global market.

With its growing portfolio
and proven execution, Reliance
Infrastructure is poised to
become a major private player
in the defence aviation ecosys-
tem, bridging the gap between
cutting-edge global technology
and the operational needs of
India’s armed forces.

For industry stakeholders
and investors, Reliance’s air-
craft upgrade strategy repre-
sents a high-potential play in
India’s defence manufacturing
and services sector, with scope
for international collaboration
and recurring revenue models.
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DGCA orders audit of helicopter
services in Uttarakhand

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
New Delhi

he Directorate General
I of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has ordered

special auditsfenhanced sur-
veillance into helicopter oper-
atioms involved in shuttle ser-
vices in Uttarakhand following
aspate of “occurrences” involy-
ing choppers during the Char
Dham Yatm.

As a precautionary measire,
DGCA is also reviewing the
necessity of “curtailing” heli-
copter operations to Char
Dham if rtqu:rcd.. it said.

On June 7, six people,
including the pilat, had a nar-
row escape last Saturday when
a Kestrel Aviation helicopter on
its way to Kedarnath made an
emergency landing on the

highway in Rudraprayag dis-
trict of Utiarakhand after
developing a technical snag
during take-off.

DGCA has also intensified
its owersight of Char Dham
helicopler operations by active-
ly monitoring live camera feeds
provided by the Uttarakhand
Civil Aviation Development
.-’kulhur:[!l,-' (UCADA)} at
Kedarnath, it said. Recently,
multiple occurrences involving
helicopter operations during
the Char Dham Yatra in
Uttarakhand have underscored
the “necessity for further
strengthening the safety over-
sight of these operations.” the
regulator said.

Suﬁ:t}-‘ investagalion has
been initiated for each of these
occurrences (o identify con-
tributing factors, including

mechanical failures, opera-
tional errors, and weather-
related challenges, acconding to
the statement.

“Reaflirming ils steadfast
commitment Lo aviation sale-
ty, DGCA is responding proac-
tively on these occurrences
and has ordered special
audits/enhanced surveillance
for helicopter operators
involved in shuttle services
and charler operations in
Uttarakhand,” t said.

Additionally, it said, direc-
tives have heen issued to all
helicopter operators, restricting
operations to OGE conditions
tll further order. “As a precau-
tionary measure, DGCA is
also reviewing the necessity of
curtailing helicopter opera-
tlons ta Char Dham, if
required,” the DGCA said.
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Arunachal pushes

fnrdailyﬂighm to Mechukha
under UDAN scheme

n o significant step towards
improving connectivity in
Arnmachal Pradesh's emote
Frontiers, tourdsm minister
Pasang Dot ce Sona on Fridoy met

with Union civil aviotion secretary |

Samir Kumor Sinha to push for
chiae by Pl - wiimg Mighits toMechukha
under the Govemment of India's
UIDAN scheme.

Currently dependent on limited
helicopter servicesthat don'toperare
inall weather conditions, Mechukha
remains largely inaccess ble during
large pars of the year.

|:'.|||]||l..| \'i-uug the need for
dependable, all weather connec
tivity, the minister undemscored
the importance of year-round e
access for the welfare of the local
population and to tap nto the
region’ s untapped tourism poten-
tial

e pre cormritied o i|11||r|r|.;|| L
infrastructure and connectivity i
Mechukha A daily flightto ltanagar
will not only enhance the lves of
Iocals but also boost wourism in
the fegion. We ook forward ta
working closely with the Civil
Aviation Depanment to make this
a renlty,” Song, who P rEse Ly
Mechukha constituency in the
Assembly, soid

Responding to the minister's
regquest, the CivlAvi atiom Secretary
instructed civil aviation director
Sankesh Mehia to initiate engage-
ment with airlines and begin the

bidding prooess for the Mechubkha -
ltanagar route under the UDAN
arheEme, Sona assured Tull state
su pport, inchiding necesany infra
struciure ond admimstratve facil -
itation,

I"hies rtlt-ﬂinﬁiq|.u!.|.|:!4.|lrw4.|lh|.-
pending deammce of the Medhukha
Civil Terminal, Deputy director
peneral (DDG), Burean of Civil Avi-
ation Security (BCAS), Pratibha
Amibedkar, assured the matter
would be mken up on priorty to
expadite the process,

IF approved, the proposal weudd
mark alandmark rmoment swnonachal
Prodesh's sviation history, bringing
one of its most simtegically located
reghons stgnificantly closer 1o the
national man stream. officals said.
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4 crashes in a month: DGCA may
curtail Char Dham Chopper 0pS

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Chopper operat-
ions for ongoing Char Dham
yatra in Uttarakhand may be
curtailed following a spate of
crashes in recent weeks.
DGCAMonday said it has “or-
dered special audits and en-
hanced surveillance for heli-
copter operators involved in
shuttle services and charter
operations in Uttarakhand.”
Past one month alone has
seen four crashes and the
regulator has decided to get
cracking on erring oper-
ators. “As a precautionary
measure, DGCA is review-
ing the necessity of curtail-
ing helicopter operations to
Char Dham if required,” it

=

CLOSE SHA"H'E

said in a statement.
Oversight on Char Dham
helicopter operations have
been enhanced by “actively
monitoring live camera feeds
provided by Uttarakhand
Civil Aviation Development
Authority at Kedarnath. Any
deviation from standard op-
erating procedures by heli-

c{}ptm operators is detected
in real time, allowing for im-
mediate corrective mea-
sures,” the statement read.
On Monday, two helicop-
ter operators conducting
shuttle and charter services
to Kedarnath were found to
have failed to adhere to
SOPs. “As a result, action
was taken, and their oper-
ations were suspended for
two hours. DGCA has zero
tolerance policy for safety
violations, and Kestrel
Aviation in Uttarakhand
has been suspended with
immediate effect pending
investigation. This is fur-
ther to suspension of oper-
ations of another operator
for safety violations in May
2025," the statement added.
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Flight to Dubai
cancelled due
to technical
glitch

Times News NETwoRK

Chennai: A technical glitch
forced Emirates Airlines to
cancel its flight from Chen-
nai to Dubai on Sundaw
About 300 passengers who
had arrived to board the
light were provided accom-
modation in nearhby hotels.

The flight was schedu-
led to depart at 9.50am and
moved from the stand at
9.40am. After reaching the
taxiway, the pilots encoun-
tered a problem, and the
flight could not proceed
further, A towing vehicle
wasthen brought in tomove
the aircraft across the run-
way toa remote parking bay
located between the two
runways,

Technicians attempted
to fix the glitch but were un-
successful, after which the
flight was declared cancel-
led around 11.30am. Pas-
sengers were deboarded
and taken back to the termi-
nal.

The flight has been ten-
tatively rescheduled to de-
part at 5.45am on Monday.
While some passengers op-
ted to find alternative
flightsto Dubai, others were
provided accommodation
to resume their journey on
Monday.
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