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Air traffic in Mumbai Surges as carriers re-route flights

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Air traffic control-
lers in Mumbai are operating
with heightened vigilance as
flights through the city’s air-
space have surged by over 60%
following escalating tensions
between India and Pakistan,
multiple officials said, even as
scores of more flights were
scrapped on Thursday.
Twenty-four airports across
northern India remain closed for
civil aviation until at least Satur-
day morning, with Delhi and
Dehradun now serving as the
only operational northernmost
airports in the country. The clo-
sures, which have led to wide-
spread flight cancellations, came
after India’s targeted strikes on
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir early on Wednesday,

which was followed by attempts
by Pakistani forces to strike
India, which Indian officials said
were thwarted by air defences.

The closure has forced air-
lines to cancel over 250 flights.
IndiGo alone has cancelled more
than 165 flights, while Air India
has scrapped approximately 65
services since Wednesday.

The Mumbai Flight Informa-
tion Region (FIR), which typi-
cally handles about 750 interna-
tional overflights daily, is now
managing approximately 1,200,
pushing the total daily traffic in
Mumbai's airspace beyond 3,000
flights when combined with the
airport’'s 900+ movements and
domestic overflights.

“The entire northern interna-
tional traffic of the country is
funnelling through Mumbai's
airspace,” said a pilot who
recently operated in the region.

Mumbai's airspaceis
currently managing
3,000 flights dally_

The re-routing follows India’s decision on Wednesday to shut
down 25 international flight routes that would allow aircraft to

enter Pakistani airspace via India.

“Despite ten planes keying in
together, the communication on
the frequency is smooth. It is
chaotic flying on the route as itis

FLIGHTRADAR2A.

new to the pilots, however the
ATCOs have been calm and com-
posed.”

This dramatic rerouting fol-

lows India's decision on
Wednesday to shut down 25
international flight routes that
would allow aircraft to enter
Pakistani airspace via India, part
of broader restrictions affecting
airports across five states includ-
ing major facilities such as Srin-
agar, Amritsar, Jammu, Leh, and
Chandigarh.

Mumbai's L301, the northern-
most international overflight
route over the Arabian Sea, now
bears the brunt of the diverted
traffic, while the N571 route has
seen a 40% increase in flights.
Route 1639, which runs close to
Karachi's airspace, was among
those closed on Wednesday.

“Senior officials have been
working extra hours to ensure
the increased traffic is managed
smoothly. Staffing levels have
also been increased for every
duty shift,” said an official famil-

iar with the situation.

Controllers are also likely to
be employing “over-the-shoulder
monitoring”—a  supervisory
technique where experienced
controllers observe their col-
leagues in real time to ensure
safety during the high-traffic
period, a former AAI official
said, sharing insights on what
typically happens during such
periods.

Indian authorities have
requested officials in Oman to
reroute flights away from the
congested L301 route while pro-
actively redirecting departures
from Pune, Nagpur, Kolkata, and
Hyderabad to prevent further
overcrowding, a third person
said, asking not to be named.

The flight disruptions have
dramatically extended journey
times for both international and
regional carriers.

Pakistani carriers face similar
challenges. Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines’ Islamabad-Kuala
Lumpur service (PK894) has
increased from 5 hours 39 min-
utes to 8 hours 19 minutes, while
its Lahore-Kuala Lumpur flight
(PK898) now requires nearly 9
hours compared to the previous
5-hour journey.

Long-haul operations have
been particularly affected.

Air India has rerouted most of
its transatlantic services, adding
both distance and complexity to
operations. Routes to North
America, which previously
passed efficiently over Pakistan
and into Central Asia, now divert
south and west before looping
north, necessitating fuel stops en
route. The airline has designated
Vienna and Copenhagen as pri-
mary refuelling points for these
flights.
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Flights suspended at
32 airports till May 15

SUKALP SHARMA
MNEW DELHI, MAY D

AMID THE major escalation in
tensions with Pakistan over the
past three days, India has an-
nounced temporary closure of
32 airports across northern and
westernIndia for civil aircraft op-
erations till 5:29 am India ime
onMay 15, according toa series
of Notices to Airmen issued on
Friday by aviation authorities.
Following India's precision
strikes at nine locations in
Pakistan eady Wednesday, New
Delhi had announced the closure
of around 25 airports — close to
the India-Pakistan border or
housed at key Indian Air Force
bases — initially till Saturday 5:29
am in order to keep civilian air
traffic away from potential harm.
But with tensions escalating,
the temporary closure of airports
has beenextended at least till May
15 morning, and a few more air-
ports have beenadded to the list.
Barring afew, the majority of

&The IndianEXPRESS

these airports are located at de-
fenceairfields, withsomeseeing
only a handful of commercial
flights aday. Flight tracking data
showed hardly any civilian air-
craft activity north of Delhiand
in much of Rajasthan and
Gujarat, where sensitive airports
close to the India-Pakistan bor-
der and Air Force stations arelo-
cated. The affected airports in-
clude Srinagar, Jammu, Leh,
Amritsar, Chandigarh, Ambala,
Ludhiana, Jodhpur, Bikaner,
Jaisalmer, Uttarlai, Rajkot, Bhuj,
Jamnagar, Dharamshala,
Bathinda, Patiala, Fathankot,
Shimla, Kishangarh, Hindon,
Porbandar, Mundra, and Kandla.

“All civil Might activities at
these airports will remain sus-
pended during this period. The
Airports Authority of India has
also extended the temporary
closure of 25 segments of Air
Traffic Service routes within the
Delhi and Mumbai Flight
Information Regions due to op-
erational reasons,” the Ministry
of Civil Aviation said late Friday.

Sat, 10 May i
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PASSEMNGER FLIGHTS FROM
SHUT AIRPORTS WILL NOT
OPERATE TILL MAY 15

MEW DELHI: The Alports Authority of India
{Adl) has extended the diosure dates for 24
airports which had been shut far civilian
opemtions after Dpertion Sindoor. They will
emain desed upto May 14 now instead of the
prmgioud iosure of May 10, 81 per the revisen
MNOTAM (Notics to Alrmen ), lssued by AR
siys A staternent reteased by the Chvil
dviation Ministry, Howewer, multiple aidines
announced to the publle they would
commance ooerationsonly after S.2%amof
May 15 (& day Laber) in light of the revised
directives issued by the Governmant to
alrlines, Indigo and Alr India have released
stitEmenld in Ul o Anection

24 airports shut down

& staternent fenrmn the Civil Aviation
Mindstry said this revised closure applies
o the foliowing 24 arpors

®Srinagar. lnmmi (K]

wAmiitsar, Chandigarh, Ludhiana,
Patiala, Bhatéinda, Halwara and
Pathankat {Punjab)

®Bhuntay, Shimla & Kangra-Gaggal
(Himachal ]

wlithangarh ( Rajasthan )
®Leh [Ladakh)

eMundm, lamnagar, Hirasan, Porbandar,
Keshod, Kandla & Bhu| (Gujarat)

& jalsalmer, Jodhpur & Bikaner
{Rajasthan)

{In additien fo these airports 4 few a
fovee airfields too have been shut )
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32 airports in north and west
India to stay closed till May 15

Saurabh Sinha | Tun

New Delhi: Thirty-twoairports will remain
temporarily closed for civil flight oper-
ations till 5.2% am on May 15, the DGCA said
in a statement early Saturday morning.
These airports are: Adhampur, Ambala,
Amritsar, Awantipur, Bathinda., Bhuj. Bi-
kaner, Chandigarh, Halwara, Hindon, Jai-
salmer, Jammu, Jamnagar, Jodhpur, Kan-
dla, Kangra (Gaggal), Keshod, Kishangarh,
Kullu Manali (Bhuntar), Leh, Ludhiana,
Mundra, Naliva, Pathankot, Patiala, Por-
bandar, Rajkot (Hirasar), Sarsawa, Shimla,
Srinagar, Thoise and Uttarlai.

“The Airports Authority of India (AAT)
and relevant aviation authorities have issued
a series of Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs) an-
nouncing the temporary closure of 32 air-
ports across northern and western India for
all eivil flight operations, effective from May
g, 2025, to May 14, 2025 (which corresponds to
5.29 am on May 15, 2025), due to operational
reasons, All civil flight activities at these air-
ports will remain suspended during this peri-
od,” the DGCA statement said.

AA] hasalso extended the temporary clo-
sure of 25 segments of Air Traffic Service
(ATS) routes within the Delhi and Mumbai
Flight Information Regions (FIRs) due to op-
erational reasons. "As per NOTAM G0555/25
(which replaces G0525/25), the 25 route seg-
ments will remain unavailable from ground
level to unlimited altitude until 5.29 am on

AAl has also extended the temporary
closure of 25 segments of Air Traffic
Service (ATS) routes within the Delhi
and Mumbai Flight Information
Regions (FIRs) due to operational
reasons. ‘As per NOTAM G0555/25
(which replaces G0525/25), the 25
route segments will remain
unavailable from ground level to
unlimited altitude until 5.29 am on
May 15," DGCA said

Mayv 15, itsaid.

DGCA has accordingly advised “airlines
and flight operators to plan alternative rout-
ings as per current air traffic advisories. The
temporary closure is being managed in coor-

dination with relevant ATC units to ensure
safety and minimise disruption.”

10 MAY 2025
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Demand for naming
Dibrugarh Airport after

Dr Bhupen Hazarika

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, May 8: The
Dibrugarh Press Club,
Greater Dibrugarh Press
Club, and Dibrugarh Sahitya
Sabha have urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
name the Dibrugarh Awport
at Mohanbari after cultural
icon Dr Bhupen Hazarika.

In a memorandum sub-
mitted to the Prime Minis-
ter, the organizations men-
tioned that naming of the
Dibrugarh Airport after Dr
Bhupen Hazarika, would be
a fitting tribute to his lega-

cy and would stand as a
source of pride and inspira-
tion for generations to
come. It will also reinforce
Assam’s cultural and histor-
1cal identity in the national
and global landscape, they
added.

The organizations sub-
mitted the memorandum
through the District Com-
missioner here on Wednes-
day. They have also submit-
ted copies of the memo-
randum to Chief Mimister
Himanta Biswa Sarma and
the Union Minister for
Civil Aviation.
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Civilian flight ops
at 24 airports to
remain suspended
till May 15

—
Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

The Centre has extended the
suspension of civilian flight
operations at 24 airports till
May 15 following continued
hostilities with Pakistan.

Accordingly, a ‘Notice to
Airmen’ (NOTAM) issued on
Friday, covering the affected
Flight Information Regions
(FIRs) extended the suspen-
sion period from May 10 to
11.59 pm May 15, 2025.

The airports are located
across various States and
Union Territories, including
Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan and Gujarat. As per
the NOTAM, the suspension
will be applicable at airports
such as Leh, Jammu, Srin-
agar, Chandigarh, Amritsar,
Jodhpur, Shimla and Rajkot,
among others.

AIRLINES’ STATEMENT
Air India, in a statement, said
that following the notifica-
tion from aviation authorit-
ies its flights to and from
such stations were being
cancelled “till 0529 hrs IST
on 15 May, pending further
updates.” “Customers hold-
ing valid tickets for travel
during this period will be
offered a one-time waiver on
rescheduling charges ora full
refund for cancellations,” it
said. IndiGo said that in ac-
cordance with the latest dir-
ectives, all flights to and
from the airports concerned
will remain cancelled until
“0529 hours on May 15.”
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Closure of 24 airports
extended till May 15

BCAS orders stringent
protocols for airlines,
ports, cargo handlers

EEPAK PATEL
Hoews Dell, 9 May

I the wake of rising India-Pakistan ten-
sions, the government on Friday extended
the closure of 24 airports across northern
and western India from May 10to May 15
These airports are in cities that include
Srinagar, Jammu, Amritsar, Jodhpur,
Ludhiana, and Shimla. The airports have
been shut since India conducted
Orperation Sindoor, which tarpeted multi-
ple terror camps in Pakistan and Pakistan-
oocupied Jammu & Kashmir on May 7.

Apcording tothe sources in the aviation
industry, the extension will require airlines
to cancel nearly 1,200 additional flights
scheduled to and from these 24 airports.
On May 7, 850 services were cancelled.

Meanwhile, the Burean of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) has ordered air-
lines, airports, and air cargo handlers to
enforce  “stringent™ protocols. This
includes physical screening of consign-
ments, deploying cargo escarts, ensuring
strict access control, and maintaining
heightened vigilanoe for shipments from
“high-risk™ areas.

“These measures have been imple-

R pvr Amagms |

e 2R
Security p-ermnnel rhﬁckpﬁmhﬁ of
Birsa Munda Alrport during high alert in
Ranchi on Friday PHOTO: FT)

mented by the BCAS to ensure safety and
security in the country, While they will be
time-consuming, we will physically check
cach and every paclage to ensure there is
nothing illegal or dangerous,” CK Govil,
president, Air Cargo Agents Association
of India {ACAATL, bobd Business Stamdand.

“We will make sure there i= no pilferage
during this process, as both the sender and
receiver should not be incomvenienced in
any way,” added Govil, who is also the
chief managing director of Activair
Airfredght India.

In a directive to aviation stakeholders

May 18,

on Thursday. the BCAS had stated that a
"physical search” of carngo consignments
must be conducted to detect the possible
presence of improvised explosive devioes
([EDs), incendiary devices (IIDs), and pro-
hibited items.

All regulated agents and aircraft oper-
ators — domestic or foreign—must enswre
that there are “appropriste socurity con-
trols”™ in place before any cargo or mail is
loaded onbo & commercial plane, the avia-
tion security regulator had mentioned.

Operators are reguired to verify the
contents of each consignment against
shipping documents and conduct a thor-
ough visual inspection to detect signs of
tampering, it added.

Cargo from “high-risk™ areas must
undergo multiple layers of screening,
including x-ray with multi-view capabili-
ties, physical searches, explosive trace
detection (ETD), and explosive detection
dogs (EDDY. “Enhanced percentage of ETD
checks for cargo consignments™ has specif-
ically been mandated.

The BCAS emphasised stricter “aocess
control™ to cango premises and continuous
surveillance at both cargo and General
Aviation (GA) terminals. “Sterility of the
cargo security hold areas shall be main-
tained at all times to prevent any unat-
thorised interference,” the regulator men-
tioned. Additionally, security personnel
must esoort cango and mail until loading,
and stalf’ involved in cargo handling are
to receive “on the job awareness training”.
Inlight of persistent risks, supervisors and
security coordinators have been told o
“exercise ample vigilance and superyi-
sion”, according tothe BCAS.

These measures will remain in foroe Hll
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90 flights from Hyd
spiked, tourists put
off or cancel plans

SABA
ANJUM SHAIK | DC
HYDERABAD, MAY B

More than 90 flights that
operate between Hyderabad
and northern cities like
Srinagar, Jammu, Amritsar,
Leh and Chandigarh have
been cancelled until 5.29 am
on May 10 due to airspace
restrictions, The cancella-
tions have come after a noti-
fication from  aviation
authorities and major air-
lines including Air India,
IndiGo and Spicelet have
suspended services.

These routes are especially
busy during the summer sea-
son as many people travel to
hill stations and tourist
spots in the north.

On an average, Air India
operates around 11 flights to
Srinagar, 10 to Amritsar, 14
to Leh and around 4-5 to
Jammu and 12 to Chandi-
garh from Hyderabad
IndiCio operates 10 flights to
Srinagar, 11 to Amritsar, 11
to Leh and seven to Jammu

In their travel advisories,
airlines have asked passen-
gers to check their flight sta-
tus and have offered easy
options for rebooking or
refunds.

Air India in its advisory
stated that flights to and
from Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,
Jodhpur, Amritsar,
Jamnagar, Chandigarh and
Rajkot are cancelled until
May 10 until 529 am. IndiGo
alsn shared its advisory stat-
ing that flights to and from
Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,
Amritsar and Chandigarh
are cancelled until the given
time,

The cancellations have also
had an impact on travel
agencies. Anuradha Chetti,
CEQ of RT Tours and
Travels (Hyderabad), said
there has been a disruption
due to the ongoing situation.

“Most of our clients who
had booked tickets to
Srinagar, Leh, Jammu and

AIRPORTS BAR
VISITOR ENTRY,
FLIERS TO REPORT
3 HOURS EARLY

New Delhi, Mumbai, May
8: The Bureau of Ciwvil
Aviation Security (BCAS) on
Thursday banned entry of
visitors to the terminal
building of airports and also
made secondary ladder point
checking compulsory for all
flights as part of enhanced
security arrangements,

Ensuring 100 per cent ser-
viceability of all CCTVs at
airports and “depleyment of
in-flight security officers in
flights based on prioritisa-
tion/randomisation” are
among the other directions

Among other measures, the
aviation security watchdog
has called for thorough
scrutiny of PNR, passenger
and cargo manifest as well as
full search of aircraft and
catering services.

Airlines have asked passen-
gers to arrive at the airports
three hours before flight
time to allow for enhanced
checks and to ensure smooth
check-in and boarding.
“Check-in closes 75 mins
hefore departure,” Air India
said, Akasa Air announced
similar measures.

Amritsar have chosen to
reschedule their trips after
15 to 20 days later, instead of
cancelling them completely™
she said. Afew travellers,
mainly corporate employees,
have booked new tickets for
travel after May 10, especial-
Iy on May 11 and 12

She said that a few schools
had planned excursions to
these northern destinations
but have now postponed
their trips or changed their
plans,
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TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Several flights scheduled
for arrival and departures
from Delhi Airport were
cancelled on Thursday due
to the closure of airspace,
said airport sources.

These 90 cancelled flights
include 46 domestic depar-
tures and 33 domestic arriv-
al flights while it included
five international departure
and six international arriv-
al flights. These cancelled
flights were scheduled be-
tween 8 am and 2 pm.

This comes in the after-
math of the Indian Armed
Forces’ Operation Sindoor
against Pakistan. As per the
central government, 21 air-
ports in North and North-
western India will remain
shut till May 10.

Several major cities across
northern India have been
placed on high alert. As
part of heightened security
measures, several airports
across India have been shut
down until further notice.

Several flights of airlines
like IndiGo, Air India,
Spicejet, Akasa Air, Air
India Express have been
cancelled and rescheduled.

On Wednesday, Spice]et

The Daily Guardian

epaper.thedailyguardian.com
09 May 2025 -Page 5

Several flights cancelled at Delhi
airport due to closure of airspace

Severalflights of airlines like
IndiGo, Air India, Spicejet, Akasa
Air; Air India Express bave been
cancelled andrescheduled.

announced the cancellation
of flight operations to and
from six airports in north-
ern India, following airport
closures implemented amid
heightened security in the
wake of Operation Sindoor,
launched in response to the
Pahalgam terror attack.
Initstravel advisory post-
ed on social media platform
X, Spice]et stated that Leh,
Srinagar, Jammu, Amritsar,
Kandla, and Dharamshala
airports are currently shut,
and all flight operations to

and from these cities re-
main suspended till 5:29
am IST on May 10.

Earlier, IndiGo cancelled
its flight operations in 11 cit-
iesacross north, northwest-
ern, and central India until
May 10, following aviation
authorities’ directives re-
garding airport closures.

IndiGo in its travel advi-
sory stated that Srinagar,
Jammu, Amritsar, Leh,
Chandigarh, Dharamshala,
Bikaner, Jodhpur, Gwalior,
Kishangarh, and Rajkot are

the affected cities where
flight operations have heen
cancelled till5:29 am IST on
May 10.

The Delhi Airport also is-
sued anadvisory for travel-
lers after India carried out
precise strikes overnight
against nine targets in Pak-
istan-Occupied Kashmir
(PoK) to take down terror
infrastructure on Wednes-
day.

After India executed Op-
eration Sindoor in which
nine terror sites deep inside
Pakistan were destroyed,
Pakistan attempted to en-
gage a number of military
targets on the night of May
7. The military targets were
engaged in Northern and
Western India, includ-
ing Awantipura, Srinagar,
Jammu, Pathankot, Am-
ritsar, Kapurthala, Jaland-
har, Ludhiana, Adampur,
Bhatinda, Chandigarh, Nal,
Phalodi, Uttarlai, and Bhuj,
using drones and missiles.

These were neutralised
by the Integrated Counter
UAS Grid and Air Defence
systems. The debris of
these attacks is now being
recovered from a number
of locations that prove the
Pakistani attacks.



AIR‘P:JF! 'S A LHHC)PH“!’ I'JF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD BANGALORE 9 MAY 2025

49 flights
cancelled over
two days at KIA

BENGALURU, DHNS: Ow-
ing to the shutdown of
over 20 airports across
the country, a total of 49
flights have been can-
celled at the Kempegow-
da International Airport
(KIA), Bengaluru, over
the past two days.

On Wednesday, 29
flights — 15 arrivals and
14 departures —werecan
cefled, while on Thursday,
20 flights — 1l arrivals and
nine departures — were
called ofT.

Owver 2,500 passengers
were affected on Thurs-
day alone.
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FLYING FROM CSMIA TO
COST MORE FROM MAY 16

irports Economic Tl T e Proposalmade
Regulatory Authority EFESeeRrEresrTs oS on March 17
has accepted Mumbai

z ! | Airport sought to
Internatlionarl‘liwpon Ltd up to 3745 . intrg:;.;iuoe fgas fee for
prepozalichie Lanr Charge per embarking domestic travellers
development fee for passenger at non-major
Chhatrapati Shivaji airports It suggested to
Maharaj International increase levy from
Airport (CSMIA) . . T18T to 7650 for

international flyers
May 7 Proposalappraved | Censidering scale of
by Airports Economic operations and More about user
Regulatorvhuthoritv infrastructure usage llmlopmul‘l fee u
Tried to balance hike with | 3t CSMIA, it's Levy provides for A
35% cut in landing, "’35_0“3"59 torecover passenger amenities, 3
parking charges for portion of aggregate services and facilites 3
et . revenue reguirement =
airlines, says airport i e m‘l’ Purpose Development, ‘5
operator an t £
= < agement, a
Mo fee difference based Airports Economic maintenance, operation, £
on terminal, it clarifies Regulatory Authority expansion of facilities @

A DA s AR WD AT PN

Mumbai airport monsoon-ready
Mumbai airport on Thursday concluded its scheduled runway maintenance,
making the facility monsoon-ready. In a six-hour operation, it inspected both the
runways and restored them to optimal condition. From 11am to 5pm, more than
3,000 runway lights were inspected apart from other key works.
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Arrive at airports 3 hours
before departure: Airlines

New Delhi: Air India and Indigo
has issued a nationwide travel
advisory asking passengers to
arrive at airports at least three
hours before their scheduled
departures. The advisory follows
a directive from the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security to imple-
ment enhanced security proto-
cols at airports in the country.
Check-incounters will now close
75 minutes prior to departure,
As aresult of heightened mili-
tary activity, commercial flight
operations have been disrupted,
particularly in regions close to
the border. Airports in Jedhpur,
Amritsar, Leh, Jammu, and
Kashmir have seen cancellations
and delays, with travel agents

X blocks 8,000 accounts

Social media platform X has begun blocking access to more than
8,000 accounts in India, following executive orders from the Indian
government that include threats of substantial fines and jail time for
the company’s local emplovees if non-compliance continues. The
directive impacts a wide range of accounts, including those operated
by international news organizations and prominent users. X
{formerly Twitter) said it was complving to aveid a broader shutdown
of its platform in India but strongly criticised the lack of transparency
behind the government’s move. “This is not an easy decision,” the
company said in a statement posted on its Global Government Affairs
account. “However, keeping the platform accessible in India is vital to
Indians’ ability to access information.”

airport authorities, and to allow
additional time for travel as
heightened security measures
are expected to remain in place
for the foreseeable future.

expressing uncertainty about
when normal cperations might
resume.

Passengers are advised to
check regularly with airlines and
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Six Gujarat airports shut, flights at Ahmedabad airport too affected

FPJ NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDAEAD

Flight operations at six airports
across Gujarat were suspended
on Thursday amid heightened
national security following India's
Operation Sindoor. The affected
airports — Rajkot, Keshod, Bhuj,
Kandla, Jamnagar, and
Porbandar — are expected to
resume services from Saturday,
May10.

Sardar Vallabhbxhai Patel
International Airport in

Ahmedabad remained
operational throug hout the day,
although several flights
experienced delays and
cancellations. More than 10
flights were cancelled, and over
two dozen schedules were
disrupted.

The temporary shutdown of
the six civilian airports led to the
cancellation of approximately 430
flights across Gujarat,
particularly in Rajkot, Jamnagar,
and Bhuj. An advisory issued by
Air India confirmed the

suspension of flights to and from
Bhuj, Jamnagar, Rajkot, as well as
Jammu, Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur,
Amritsar, and Chandigarh until
the morning of May 10.

"Flights might be affected due
to nationwide airport closures
and airspace restrictions," stated
a notice issued by Ahmedabad
airport, advising passengers to
check with their respective
airlines for real-time updates.

Indigo Airlines reported the
highest number of cancellations,
with around 160 flights affected.

Across the country, flight
operations were impacted at over
180 airports. High-alert
restrictions have been imposed in
northern regions including the
Kashmir Valley, Srinagar, Leh,
Jammu, and Amritsar, where
airports have been closed until
further notice. However, military
and security operations atthese
airports continue without
interruption. In Gujarat, civilian
airports at Surat, Vadodara and
Bhavnagar remained functional
aswell.
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Flights from
Gwalior airport
suspended

till May 9

FP News Service
GWALIOR
Services at  Gwalior’s
Rajmata Vijayaraje Scindia
Airport were suspended for
all civilian and commercial
flights until May 4, follow-
ing heightened tensions he-
tween India and Pakistan.
The high alert was also de-
clared in the nearby re-
gions. According  to
authorities, the airport shares
its runway with the Maha-
rajpura airbase, from where
India lmumched its Balakot air-
strike in February 2019 Gwa-
lior Airport director
Kashinath Yadav requested
passengers to follow the is-
sued guidelines and cooperate
to prevent any inconvenience.
The Rajmata Vijapyaraje
Scindia Airport was inaugur-
ated last year in March by
Prime Minister Marendra
Modi. The very airport holds
the record for fast pace com-
pletion within 16 months.
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Closure of 32 airports extended
till May 15 amid border conflict

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment has extended the temporary
closure of 32 airports in northern
and western parts of the country
for civil aircraft operations by four
days till May 15, according to a
Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) issued
on Friday, with the development
coming amid major escalation in
tension with Pakistan over the past
few days.

The notice issued by the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI) said
the airports would remain closed
until 5.29am on May 15.

Earlier, 24 airports, which are
either located close to Pakistan
borders or are situated near key
defence bases, were closed for
civilian flights till May 10.

Theaffected airports, according
to the NOTAM, include Adham-
pur, Ambala, Amritsar, Awanti-
pur, Bathinda, Bhuj, Bikaner,
Chandigarh, Halwara, Hindon,
and Jammu. Other airports are
Jaisalmer, Jamnagar, Jodhpur,
Kandla, Kangra (Gaggal), Keshod,
Kishangarh, Kullu Manali
(Bhuntar), and Leh.

The DGCA release said Ludhi-
ana, Mundra, Naliya, Pathankot,
Patiala, Porbandar, Rajkot (Hir-

Security personnel keep vigil at the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
airport in Ahmedabad on Thursday. Tl

asar), Sarsawa, Shimla, Srinagar,
Thoise and Uttarlai are the
remaining airports to be shut.

The AAT has also extended the
temporary closure of 25 segments
of Air Traffic Service (ATS) routes
within the Delhi and Mumbai
Flight Information Regions (FIRs)
due to “operational reasons”. "The
25 route segments will remain
unavailable from ground level to
unlimited altitude until 2359 UTC
on 14th May 2025 (which corre-
sponds to 0529 IST on 15th May
2025)," DGCA said.

Earlier, 24 airports across dif-
ferent states and UTs were shut

following Indian armed forces’
precision strikes at nine terrorist
targets in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) as part of
Operation Sindoor in the early
hours on May 7. The operation
was in retaliation to the April 22
attack by Pakistan-linked terror-
ists in Pahalgam, killing 26 civil-
ians. “Following a notification
from aviation authorities on con-
tinued closure of multiple airports
in India, Air India flights to and
from the following stations —
Jammu, Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur,
Amritsar, Chandigarh, Bhuj,
Jamnagar and Rajkot— are being

cancelled till 0529 hrs IST on 15
May, pending further updates,”
AirIndia said in a post on X.

Customers holding valid tickets
for travel during this period would
be offered a one-time waiver on
rescheduling charges or a full
refund for cancellations, the air-
line added.

Low-cost airline IndiGo, too,
informed its passengers about the
extension of airports’ closure, say-
ing all flights to and from 10 desti-
nations — Srinagar, Jammu,
Amritsar, Leh, Chandigarh, Dha-
ramshala, Bikaner, Jodhpur, Kis-
hangarh and Rajkot — are can-
celled till 5.29am on May 15 due to
temporary airport closures. It
added that bookings made on or
before May 8 are eligible for
change/cancellation fee waiver for
travel until May 22, 2025, to and
from the 10 aforementioned air-
ports. Airlines also asked passen-
gerstoreportearly for their flights
in wake of heightened security
measures, including 100% pre-
boarding secondary checks for fly-
ers. The step has been taken after
the security wing of civil aviation
ministry — Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) —on Thurs-
day issued an advisory, mandating
stricter security protocols at air-
ports across the country amid

escalating tensions with Pakistan.
The new security measures,
effective until May 18, bar visitors
from entering airport buildings
and suspend the sale of visitor tick-
ets. Additional passenger and bag-
gage checks will be conducted at
boarding gates for all flights, on
top of theregular security screen-
ings. “In view of an order by the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
onenhanced measuresat airports,
passengers across India are
advised toarrive attheir respective
airports at least 3 hours prior to
scheduled departure to ensure
smooth check-in and boarding.
Check-in closes 75 mins before
departure,” Air India saidon X.
Meanwhile, the Dethi airport
said that due to changing airspace
dynamics and enhanced security
protocols, some flight schedules
and processing times may be
affected. "Passengers are advised
to: Follow updates and instruc-
tions provided by their respective
airlines; Comply with hand bag-
gage and check-in luggage regula-
tions; allow extra time for security
checks due to heightened meas-
ures; cooperate with airline and
security personnel for smooth
facilitation," it posted on X.

With PTIinputs
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{ E ( '} NORTHERNMOST AIRPORT STILL OPEN TO CIVILIANS BESIDES DEHRADUN
IGI azrport sees 130+ cancellations, extra security, elaborate checking
Jasjeev Gandhiok airportin north India thatis oper-  the official said. ensure smooth check-in and
ational after the civil aviation min- “Delhi airport operations boarding. Check-in closes 75 min-

Iasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com ey o Thursday informed that — remain normal. However, dueto  utes before departure,” Air India

NEW DELHI: As many as 138 24 airports wereso far closed for  evolving airspace conditionsand ~ said on X. A similar statement
flights at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi  civil flight operations. Airportsin  strengthened security measures,  was issued by Akasa Airlines.
International (IGI) Airport were  afew neighbouringcitiessuchas  there may be impact to some On Thursday, over 90 flights
cancelled between 5am and  Dehradun, Lucknow,and Jaipur, flight schedules and longer proc-  were cancelled at IGI Airport, with
2.30pmon Friday due toairspace  among others, are also function-  essing times at security check-  over 200 delayed.

restrictions amid escalating ten-  ing as of now. points,” the Delhiairportsaidin a BCAS has instructed that oper-
sions between India and Pakistan, Besides the cancelled flights—  statement. ational airports ramp up security
officials said. 129 domestic and nine interna- Meanwhile, airlinesasked pas-  measures and carry out additional

Security has also been beefed  tional — over 200 flights were  sengers to reach the airport at  checks.
upat the airport, whichisone of ~ delayed at the airport, data from  least three hours before the sched- It also directed to include sec-

the twonorthernmostoperational  the website FlightRadar24  uled time, ondary ladder point checking
passenger airports, with addi- showed. “In view of an order by the  (SLPC)atall airports. Further, the
tional security measures put in The cancelled international — Bureau of Civil Aviation Security  entry of visitors in the terminal

place — as mandated by the flights wereon theroutesconnect-  onenhanced measures atairports, — has been stopped and additional
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security  ingDelhi to Almaty, Tashkentand — passengers across India are security checks of vehicles and
(BCAS) late on Thursday night.  Jeddah. However, one flightfrom  advised to arrive at their respec-  passengers outside the terminal
The other airport is Dehradun. Delhi to Addis Abbas was can-  tive airports at least three hours  will also be carried out, the direc-
Fliers check their flicht schedules at T2 on Fridav,  VIPINKUMAR/HT Notablv IGIA isthe onlvmaior  celled due to a technical reason.  prior to scheduled departure to tions mentioned
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Flying out of city to be

costlier from May 16

Ateeq Shaikh
ateeq.shaikh@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: Starting May 186, fly-
ing out of Mumbai will cost
more, with the revised User
Development Fee (UDF)
approved by the Airports Eco-
nomic Regulatory Authority
of India (AERA). A UDF is a
fee levied on passengers to
fund the development, main-
tenance and modernisation of
airport infrastructure.

According to the revised
UDF, departing domestic pas-
sengers will have to pay 175
each, a nominal increase of
I55. This section of travellers
comprises 75% of the total
passenger air traffic at Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj Inter-
national Airport.

The revised UDF for inter-
national passengers has been
rationalised with a differen-
tial rate for economy and
business-class travellers.
Departing international pas-
sengers in economy class will
pay 615 each, while depart-
ing international passengers
in business class will be
charged 695 per passenger.

The Mumbai International
Airport Limited (MIAL) had
submitted a higher levy struc-
ture, said AERA, which “after
a comprehensive due dili-
gence has arrived at a signifi-
cantly lower Aggregate Reve-
nue Requirement that would
result in a nominal increase
of 21.65% over the existing

T2 Mumbai airport HTPHOTO

Revised User

Development Fee

DOMESTIC
Embarking: ¥175
Disembarking: €75

INTERNATIONAL
ECONOMY CLASS

Embarking: ¥615
Disembarking: €260
T —
BUSINESS CLASS
Embarking: ¥695
Disembarking: ¥304

airport charges.”

MIAL anticipates 229 mil-
lion passengers over the next
five years. The authority did
not respond to HT's requests
for a comment on the revised
UDF.
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Airport sees
cancellation
of 138 flights

NEW DELHI: As many as
138 flights to and from the
Delhi pirpot were cancelled
by various airlines on Friday,
according o a source,

In the wake of rising ten-
sions between India and
Pakistan, security measures
have also been enhanced at
airports. As a result of the
closure of the airports, many
flights have been cancelled.

A total of 66 domestic
departures and 63 arrivals, as
well as 5 international depar-
tures and 4 arrivals, were
cancelled between 5 am and
2 pm on Friday, the source
said. "Delhi airport opera-
tions remain normal. How-
ever, due to evolving airspace
conditions and heightened
securily measures, some
flight schedules and secu-
rity processing Hmings may
be impacted, DIAL saidina
post on X on Friday  MposT
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Atleast 24 air-
ports closed for
flights till May 15

NEW DELHI: At least 24 air-
ports in northern and western
parts of the country, |n1:'|1.||i|.r|g
Srinagar and Chandigarh, have
been shut for civilian lights till
May 15, sources sald on Friday.

Earlier, these airports were
closed for civilian flights till
May 10 in view of the military
conflict between India and
Pakistan.

The sources said at least 24
atrports have been closed for
civilian flights till 05:29 hours
of May 15,

The airports incude Chan-
digarh, Srinagar, Amritsar, Lud-
hiana, Bhuntar, Kishengarh,
Patiala, Shimla, Dharamsala,
and Bathinda, AGENIES
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Airport closures
extended

RAJESH KUMAR B Mew Dethi

closure of 24 airports in northern

and western parts of the country
until May 15 Jeading to major disrup-
tions in air travel. Airports including
Chandigarh, Srinagar, Amritsar,
Ludhiana, Ehuntar, Ki.iil:u:ng.a.rh.. Patiala,
Shimla, Dharamsala, Bathinda,
Jaisalmer, Jodhpur, Leh, Bikaner,
Pathankot, Jammun, Jamnagar,
Porbander and Bhuj are among others,
which have been temporarily closed for
civilian flights.

Several aidines have also issued
travel advisories for passengers and
asked for them to remain updated on
sirport closures and enhanced securi-
ty proticols. Air India in a post an X
on Friday stated, *Following a notifica-
tinn from aviation suthorities on con-
tinued closure of multiple airports in
India, Air Indis flights to and irom the
following stations — Jammu, Srinagar,
Leh, Jodhpur, Amritsar, Chandigarh,
Bhuj, Jamnagar and Rajkot — are
being cancelled till 0529 hrs IST on 15
May. pending further updates”

Air India also said customers hold-
ing valid tickets for travel during this
pericd will be offered a one-time waiv-
er on rescheduling chaorges or o full
refund for cancellations

Ina post on X, IndiGo said in accor-
dance with the Latest directives fram the
relevant suthorities, all fights 10 and
fram 10 destinations will remain can-
celled until 0529 howrs on May 15 due
to temporary airpart closures.

Cantinusd nn 3y #1

T he Centre an Friday extended the

Airports closed till May 15

Cortimesd fowm 33 1. “These precantion-
ary measures have been instituted with
vour safety and security as our highest
priovity] the airline said Ar Delhi's
Indira Gandhi Imernational Airpart
(IGIA), authorities stated that Hight
operations had been affected dus o !jgiu-
ened serurity protocol. According to
sources, over 160 (1§ to and from the
IGIA were cancelled by varions airdines
on Friday.

“Delhi pirport operations remain nor-
mal. However, due tn evolving airspace
conalitions and tened security mea-
sures, some flight schedules and secori-
ty processing timings muy be impacted,
Dethi International Airport Ltd (DLAL)
sgid in o post on X on Friday.

DIAL operates 1GIA, which is the
countrys lorgest and bosiest airport
DAL also sdvised passengers to be pre-
pared for additional time s security
checkpoints and cooperate with airdine
and security siaff for smooth processing.

With security being stepped up at the
alrports, airlings have asked passengers
(0] E:Ja.d'L the airport three huﬂ:sﬁuu
departure of domestic flights in the
wike of stepping up of checks and other
security measures at the airports. “Delhi
airport operations remain normal

Mumbai airport operator MIAL, in a
post on X said that in view of enhanced
% CUFItY MIEAEUITS, PLSENgErs may expe-
rience longer walt times at the girport.

“We recommend arriving well in advance
to ensure a smooth travel experience,” it
added.

Thie Buresu of Cival Aviation Security
[BCAS) has ealier instructed all airlines
and airports across the country to
enhance security measures. “In view of
the revent attack in Pahalgam and sub-
sequent surcharged security scenario, it
15 MECESSAry (o enhance security measures
at all the civil aviation installstions like
alrports, airstrips, airfields, air force sta-
tions, helipads, fiying schoals, wvistion
training institutes_ 5o that no antoward
incident takes place in the country”
BCAS said in an advisory on Thursday.
As of steppl SEeCurity arrange-
rnriatflh: ugzrsfhuﬂﬂ made Sccund.En'
Ladder Palnt Checking [SLPC) compul-
sory for all ights at all sirpors.

Gengrally, it refers to checking passen-
pers and their hund bagpage just before

carding a flight. This is in addition to
the primary security checks. Besides, the
entry of visitors to the terminal boilding
af the airports and the sale of visitor entry
tickets have been banned.

The military conflict between India
and Pakistan has intensified Under
Operatinn Sindoor, armed forces had car-
ried out strikes on termor targets in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
on Wednesday in retalistion against the
Pahalgnm terror attack that had killed at
least 26 people last month.
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Mumbai Airport: Steep hike in UDF for international flying

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Mumbai

assengers flying in and out of the

Mumbai International Airport will

have to shell out up to 2695 as a user
development fee from May 16 following
the airport tariff regulator airports eco-
nomic regulatory authority of India
(AERA) allowing the airport operator to
revise the fee.

Earlier, a charge of ¥120 per departing
domestic passenger was levied till August
2024 in the form of development fees wﬁle
international passengers pay 187 as UDE

As per the new tariff order, which will
be applicable for the fourth traffic control
period (FY 2024-2029), each embarking
domestic passenger will pay 7175 as User
Development Fee (UDF) and ¥75 for dis-
embarking while an embarking interna-
tional business class passenger will have to
shell out ¥695 as against ¥615 by the inter-
national embarking economy class passen-
ger, as per AERA.

Each disembarking international busi-
ness and economy class passenger will have
to pay Y304 and 260, respectively.

The AERA has the mandate to deter-
mine all tariffs for major airports in the
country.

An airport which has or is designated
to have a capacity of 3.5 million passen-
gers per annum or above falls in the cat-
egory of major airports.

AERA said it has decided to set the User
Development Fee (UDF) for domestic pas-
sengers at the rate of ¥175 per departing
domestic passenger, which will remain
constant throughout the Fourth Control

Period, adding the UDF has been set nom-
inally at ¥175 for domestic air passengers
who comprise 75 per cent of the total pas-
senger air traffic at CSMI Airport, “under-
scoring the commitment to protect passen-
ger interests, ensure affordability, and
toster ngowth in the domestic aviation
sector!

It also said that the adjustment {two tied
UDF for business class in international
travel) aligns with the “User Pays” princi-

ple and reflects the enhanced passenger
experience and expanded facilities avail-
able and used by international travellers.
The landing and parking charges for the
airlines have also been rationalised down-
wards and kept at reasonable levels, con-
sidering competitive airport charges at
similar airports to ensure that airline oper-
ations are not unduly burdened, and that
operational efficiency is maintained,
according to the airport tariff regulator.

AERA also said that after a comprehen-
sive review of stakeholder inputs and based
on its analysis, prudence check and due
diligence of the MYTP of the airport oper-
ator, it has arrived at a yield per Passenger
(YPP) of ¥442 per departing passenger for
MIAL for the Fourth Control Period,
which was then suitably apportioned
between landing and parking charges,
UDF and other airport charges.

UDF now has been determined for both
embarking and disembarking passengers
as a significant portion of the airport infra-
structure including aero bridges, travela-
tors, conveyor belt, and arrival facilities
inside the terminal building are also
being used by both embarking and disem-
barking passengers, it said.

Therefore, distributing the overall UDF
charges between emh:iing and disem-
barking passengers in a suitable propor-
tion of their actual usage of airport facil-
ities would lead to an equitable distribu-
tion of the tariff burden amongst the users
of the airport and would also spread out
the costs amongst all airport users,
AERA said.

The tarift so determined by airports eco-
nomic regulatory authority of India air-
ports economic regulatory authority of
India (AERA) matches this yield per
departing passenger, it said, adding an
important issue included in the tariff pro-
posal of MIAL for the fourth control peri-
od was the demolition and re-construction
of Terminal T1 with 20 MPPA capacity in
accordance with the Master Plan
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport.
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Drone, UAV flights banned in Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh
after Pakistan’s failed attempt to target IAF stations

JAMMU, 8 MAY

Authorities on Thursday
banned flying of drones and
unmanned aerial vehicles
by the general public and
tourists across Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh after
the Indian Armed Forces
foiled Pakistan's attempt to
target Srinagar, Jammu, and
Awantipura IAF stations with
drones and missiles on
Wednesday night.

An official said the Inte-
grated Counter UAS Grid
and Air Defence systems
neutralised these attempts.

Leh DM Santosh
Sukhadeve on Thursday pro-
hibited drone and UAV flights
in the region under Section
163 of the BNSS, even as
restrictions were already in
force in various J&K
districts.

The DM cited credible

inputs and security concerns
over the potential misuse
ofdrones and UAVs by anti-
social elements.

In view of the likelihood
of threats to public safety,
security installations, and
the general public, the Super-
intendent of Police, Leh, vide
letter No. CRB/Crime/2025-
10071-74, dated. 08.05.2025,
requested issuing orders pro-
hibiting drone/UAV flights

r

by the public and tourists,
the DM said.

The DM has ordered that
any person spotting a drone
or UAV flying in violation of
this order shall immediately
report it to the Police Control
Room (PCR), Emergency

Leh DM Santosh
Sukhadeve on Thurs-
day prohibited drone
and UAV flights in the
region under Section
163 of the BNSS, even
as restrictions were
already in force in
various J&K districts

Response Support System
(ERSS), or the nearest police
and civil authorities.

Anyviolation of this order
shall attract strictlegalaction
under relevant laws, he
warned.

It is worth mentioning

that the Jammu IAF station,
near the Pakistan border, was
targeted by a drone in June
2021 when two 2-kg Impro-
vised Explosive Devices (IEDs)
were dropped, damaging a
building.

The Air Traffic Control
(ATC) and helicopters were
the intended targets, but the
IEDs fell elsewhere.

Pakistani agencies have
been using drones to supply
arms, ammunition, narcotics,
and fake currency to terrorists
across the Line of Control
(LoC), the International Border
in Jammu and Kashmir, and
the neighbouring
Punjab.

I. Nishita Gomes Wife of Martin
Gomes residing al BAJ1A, Tapala
Lane, (Abinash Chowdhury Lane),
Kolkata-TO0046 have changed my
Aanma and ahall hancatarth bha

{3 VIDYASAGAR UNIVERSITY

e PO Vid yanagar U

niversity, Midnapare - 721 102, Dist.: Paschim Medimipur

- TENDER NOTICE
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27 airports
closed

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: The Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
on Thursday instructed all air-
Iines and airports across the
country to enhance security
measures, sources said, while
the government added the
airports in Kishangarh (Ra-
jasthan), Bhuntar (Kullu) and
Ludhiana to the list of such
closed facilities.

According to sources,
the ministry of civil avia-
tlon has closed 27 alrports,
including Chandigarh, Srina-
gar, Amritsar, Patiala, Shim-
1a, Kangra-Gaggal, Bathinda,
Jalsalmer, Jodhpur, Bikaner,
Halwara, Pathankot, Jammu,
Leh, Mundra (Adani), Jam-
nagar, Hirasar (Rajkot),
Porbandar, Keshod, Kandla
and Bhuy.

Thealrports wereclosed by
anotlce to alrmen (NOTAM).

According to sources, the
BCAS has instructed that all
airnorts undergn secondarv

EEE

—————

A soldier keeps vigil at
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport in
Ahmedabad on Thursday.
(PTI)

ladder point security checks
or pre-boarding checks.

Alr India has urged its
passengers to reach airports
at least three hours prior
to the scheduled departure
to ensure smooth check-in
and boarding.

“Check-1n closes 75 min-
utes before departure,” Air
Tnidia nnsted on X.
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Security stays tight at
Delhi airport; 138 flights
cancelled, 200 delayed

TRAVEL PLANS GO HAYWIRE
Tites News Nevwoms

New Delhi: Amid escalating In-
d-lak tension, light operations
continued o be impactsd at Inedi-
rm Gandll International  Ade
port. At Beast 129 doemestic Nights
aml nine international fights
werecanoeled on Fridoy Stremng
thienied sectiril V imisflires ciihie
It foree, whisch wers mumdaded
by e Buresia ol Civil Aviatian
Security om Thursday night, Ac
eording to FlightRadar2d, over
HH) Nights wome delayed

Anadrport official said that
al’ the 129 caneeiled domestic
flights from 5 am to 230 pm, 66
were dopartures and 63 arri-
vals. Out of the nine interna-
tional fiights, four were arri
vals ind four departures, The
international flights cancellad
on Friday were on the routes
oonnecting Delhi to Almoty,
Tnshkent and Jeddah. Howe-
ver, one fght from [Delhi to Ad-
dis Abaha was cancelled dus o
atechnical reason.

Since Wednesday, after
Operation Sindoor against
Pakistan, 24 pirports in the
pountry were ahot down for
operitions due W alrsgEces

restrictions. Most of the can-
celled Nlights ware scheduled
fror these 24 airports

Delhi Alrport has ashed pas-
sanpears to follow hand bagrage
nnel check-in hagpape regula
thoma and check with airlines
for realtlme updates, “Delh
ATt aparal TS remain nor
il However, dise to owalving
ulrspace conditbons and streng
thensd sectrity messunes, the
o s b e dmct an some
Nighit seheediiles and lofger pro
cossing timesnf sscurity check
pavinis,” b il in e stabement

Alrport suthorities advi-
sedl passengers to stay upda
ted with guidance rom their
respective aifdines, mfhere to
hand baggage and check-in
luggmge regulations, mrrive
eardv to accommodate poten-
tinl delays at security checks,
cooperate with airline and se-
curity staff for smoath facili-
tation, and check flight statns
through their sirline or the
afficial airport's website.

Meanwhile, sirlines asked
passengers to reich the sir-
port ot least thres hours prior
to depariure due to enhaneed
HECUPIY arfangememls
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Airport security
at highest level:

Pre-boarding
checks for flyers

New Delhi: The govt hasstep-
ped up security at all Indian
airports and flights to the hig-
hest level with immediate ef-
fect, with Bureau of Civil Av-
iation (BCAS) on Thursday
mandating secondary ladder
point security check, or pre-
boarding check, for all pas-
sengers at all airports across
the country reports Sau-
rabh Sinha.

Additionally, visitor entry
to terminal buildings has be-
en prohibited. Airport opera-
tors have been ordered to en-
sure all CCTV cameras are
operational.

Air marshal deployment
will be aligned accordingly. In-
tensive checking of vehicles
and persons will be underta-
ken at the approach to airport
terminals/installations  and
parking areas. Proper check-
ing of IDs of passengers and
staff before entering the air-
port apart from random
checking of passenger bagga-
ge — will be conducted. There
will be strict on-ground moni-
toring of operations of micro-
lite aircraft, aero models, para
gliders, unmanned aerial sy-
stems, and drones; deploy-
ment of additional security
guards at aircraft, and thoro-
ugh scrutiny of PNR, passeng-
erand cargo manifest. P§
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All airports including A'bad on high alert

Times News NETwoRk

Ahmedabad: Following Ope-
ration Sindoor, five airports
across Gujarat were shut
down for civilian traffic. Ac-
cording to sources privv tothe
development, all airports in
India are on high alert, which
includes the Sardar Vallabhb-
haiPatel International (SVPI)
airport in Ahmedabad as
well.

“This means that there
will be an additional laver of

security check that all pas-
sengers will have to undergo
just ahead of hoarding the
flight. Such common practi-
ces are followed on Republic
Day and Independence Day as
well. Passengers are advised
to allocate extra time to reach
the airport to comply with
protocols and avoid delays in
catching their flights,” a sour-
cetold TOL

Amid airspace restric-
tions and airport shutdowns,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel In-

ternational Airport (SVPIA)
in Ahmedabad witnessed the
cancellation of 16 flights
eightarrivalsandeightdepar-
tures — on Wednesday. The
disruptions primarily affec-
ted three flights to and from
Chandigarh, two to Srinagar,
and one each to Keshod, Kis-
hangarh and Bhuj.

Air India tweeted, “In vi-
ew of an order by the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security on
enhanced measures at air-
ports, passengers across In-

dia are advised to arrive at
their respective airports at le-
ast three hours prior to sche-
duled departure. Check-inclo-
ses 7Tomins before departure.”

Among the arrivals, the
cancelled flights included two
from Srinagar, three from
Chandigarh and one each
from Keshod, Amritsar and
Kishangarh. A Delhi-bound
flight was cancelled, as was
one arrival from Gatwick. A
round trip to Najaf was also
scrapped.
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10 flights
cancelled at
city airport

t least 10 flights — five ar-

rivals and five departures
— were cancelled at Chennai
airport on Thursday for air-
space restrictions, inclement
weather at destinations and
operational reasons. Can-
celled departures include
flights to Hindon (Ghazia-
bad), Mumbai, Chandigarh,
and Shivamogga, operated by
Air India, Air India Express,
IndiGo, and SpiceJet, Similar-
Iy, inbound flights from Mum-
bai, Chandigarh, Shivamog-
ga, and Hindon were also
called off. Airport authorities
and airlines advised passen-
gers to check with their air-
lines for updated schedules.
The restrictions are in place
until further notice, prioritis-
ing passenger safety. Tnn
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Airport security
at highest level:
Pre-boarding
checks for flyers

New Delhi: The govt has step-
ped up security at all atrports
to the highest level, with Bure-
auof Civil Aviation (BCAS) on
Thursday mandating secon
dary Indder point security
check, or pre-boarding check,
for all passengersat all airports
across the country, reports
Saurabh Sinha. Additionally
visitor entry to terminal buil-
dings has been prohibited. Alr
port operators have been orde-
red o ensure all CCTV came-
ras are operational

Alr marshal deplovment
will be aligned accordingly Ch-
ecking of vehicles and occupa-
ntswill be taken upat the apgpr
wach to airport terminals. Pas-
senger and stafl [Ds will be ea-
refully checked before entering
the airpart. There will be atrict
on-ground monitoring of ope
rations of microlite aircraft,
Ao models, para giders, un
manned aerial systems, amd
diromes; depboyment of adidithoe-
nal security guards at aircrafl,
and thorough seruriny of PNR,
[ssenger and cargo manifies)

»Security for cargo, P13
High security for
airport cargo too
rFromP1

nviewof therecentattack in
l Pahalgam and subseguent
surcharged security scenar-
o, it i mecessary toenhance se
curity measures at all civil avi-
atlon installations like airpor-
s, airstrips, airficlds, Air For-
cestations, helipads Mying sch-
ools, aviation training institu
&3, &0 that no untoward ineide-
ot takes place in the eountry
Accordingly, utmost precautio-
n& need to be taken by all the
stakeholders,” the order said
All checks for anything/ pe-
raon entering an airerafl are
being raised to highest level.
Gowt ordered “strict monitort-
ng of non-scheduled fight ops
.and enhanced security meas-
ures and surveillance al cargo
& genersl aviation terminals”,
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Pre-monsoon
airport runway
maintenance
completed

Mumbai: Mumbai airport
on Thursday said that it has
suceessfully concluded the
scheduled pre-monsoon run-
way maintenance work in the
six hours from 11 am to 5 pm
when the airport was closed
toflight operations.

The work completed in-
cluded maintenance of pave-
ment and electrical substa-
tion; rubber removal on the
runway, surface marking and
major drain cleaning work,
said Mumbai International
Airport Lid (MIAL).

‘A dedicated team thor-
oughly inspected over 3,000
runway lights for signs of
wear and tear Drain pits and
chambers along the runway
strip, as well as critical light-
ing, I'T, and navigational aid
cables, were inspected for in-
tegrity,” it added. The annual
runway maintenance is un-
dertaken to optimise the air-
port's operational efficiency.
Anoticetoairmen was issued
to stakeholders, allowing
flight schedules to be planned
and minimising inconve-
nience to passengers. Tsn
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With 27 airports

shut, diverted flights
set to get even longer

TROUBLE IN THE AIR

Date Domestic Flights Domestic Passengers
May & 3267 4.8 lakh
May 7 2960 & 44 lakh k
Changs minus 5.4% § minis 7.3% »
Date It arriving flights Int ariving passengers
May & 545 92,128
May T 585 88402
Change minus 0.17% & mims 4% g
Date |t departing flights  Int'l departing passengers
May & 539 1,14,863
May 7 534 1,13,267
Change minus 0.8% B s 1.4% L
(Diata spwrce &viation ministry)
Saurabh.Sinha west hagshifted to the Mumbai

#timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Flights berwesn
north India and parts of west
India and the west may get
even longer in case of diver
gions after 27 airports were
elosed, ag of Saturday morn-
ing. Rajkot was among the di-
vershonsalternate  airports
forsingleaisle aircraft laking
the longer route to and from
the wesi after the closure of
Pakistanairspaceon April 24
“Mow the diversion alr
ports are more distant, like
Mumbai, Ahmedahad, Vadod-
ara and Goa. So, In case of di
version. aircraft will have tofly
fior i longer distance both while
headed thereand then when re-
suming thelr journey to north
Innelinn, ™ said a sendor pilod,
Alrports that have been
closed — Uil Salurday morn
ing as of now — are Srinagar,
Jammu, Leh, Chandigarh,
Amritsar, Ludhiana, Patiala,
Bhatinda, Halwara, Pathan-
kot, Bhintar, Shimla, Gaggal.
Dharamaala.  Kishangarh,
Jaisalmer, Jodhpur, Bikaner,
Mundra, Jamnagar, Rajkot.
Porbandar, Kandla, Keshod,
Bhuj, Gwaliorand Hindon.
With abmost afl airlines,
amd nod Just lan, now by
passing Pakistan airspace, air
waffie between the east and

side. leading 10 congestion,
"Whenever Pakistan escalatos
the comitict, mireraft will get 1t
the farther away routes (from
Pakistan airspace) in the Indi-
an adrspace. This will lesd W
slightly longer routes. But the
big difference will be when an
en route flight diverts to now
further away airports in In-
dia,” said a pilol.

Meanwhile, Indian carri-
ers have pulled ow thedr ajr.
craft from the 27 closed air-
ports. “The aireraft were
flown out as ferry fights
iwithout passengers). Crew
stationed there has also been
brought to Delhi or other
places by trains. As of now,
given the way Pakistan is bra-
zenly acting, we don't know
when normaley will return

S0, we couldn’t have hi
crew stuck there," said a se-
niorofficial of an airline,
IndiGe, for instance, Rew
out four aireraft from Chand)-
garh, and the crew stationed
there travelled to Delhi by
tratn,  More  International
long-haul Hights to and from
Indlia are now adding stops,
United Mew York (EWRMDelhi
Might will now take a stopover
il Frankfuord for a few days, All
nirlines are monitoring the sit-
uation very clossly
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Domestic return airfare to
increase by 7250, int'l 7875

»From P 1

From May 16, flyers to pay
more for tickets as user fee
for Mumbai airport hiked

UDF ON BOOKINGS FROM MAY 16

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Airfares on dom-
estic and international
flights operating to and from
Mumbai airport are set to
cost more from May 16, asthe
Airports Economic Regula-
tory Authority of India (AE-
RA) has approved a hike in
User Development Fee
(UDF). Like taxes and fuel
surcharges, UDF is embed-
ded in the cost of the airline
ticket.

Earlier, a “Development
Fee” of Rs 120 per departing
domestic passengers was le-
vied till Aug 2024, the AERA
order said. Currently, only
the international departing
passengerpaysa UDF levied
at Rs187.

“The UDF will be levied
on tickets booked on May 16
and thereafter,” clarified an
aviation source. The UDF le-

st

Domestic International
Impact on Fare 875

250 (departure.

(departure) 999, biz)

vy will be applicable for
flights booked from May 16,
2025, to March 31, 2029.

»Domestic return, P 2

n the demestic front, a
( ) UDE of Bs 175 will be

levied on passengers
hooked on flights departing
from Mumbai. and afeeof Bs
75 on those arriving in Mum-
bai. For international Mligh
tz, the UDF fee is split further
based on the class booked. In
ternational departing ccono-
my claas passengers will pay
o UDF of Rs 615, while those
arriving will pay Rs 260, For
International business class
passengers, the fee is Rs 655
and Rz 04 forembarkingand
disembarking  passengers,
respectively

With this, the eost of one
domestic ticket to and from
Mlumbai will goup by Ra 250,
international economy re
turn tickets will increase by
R B75, and for buginess class,
the hike will be Rs %1, Howe-
wir, I you alveady booked air
tickets on flights departing
or arriving in Mumbal post-
May 16, yoai dio not haie Lo [y
this UDF Those booking air
tickets in the next week will
also be exempt.

Levyinga UDFfor airport
facilities i a common procti
o2 worldwide, though most
alrports Wil i to departing
PASSENZETE.

AERA, In its tarilf order,
stated: "UDF now has been
determined for both embar-
king and disembarking pas
sEngers as a significant por-
tion af the airport infrast
ructure, including aero brid-
pes, travelators, conveyor
belts, and arrival Bbeilities
inside the terminal building,
are also belng used by both
embarking and disembar-
king passengers. Therefore,

= Alrports Economic Regulatory Authority of India (AERA) termed
dernalition and reconstruction of Murnbad airport Terminal 1 with
20 pasSengers por annum (MPPA) capacity an “important issue”

» AERA asked Mumbal alrport

and start of recorstruction of
furthier action in the matter

in coardination with all
stakeholders so that no
incorveniences ane caused to
passengess and airfines”

operator ta “review in consultation
with the date of demalition of T1

| = Airlines trade body, the

| Internaticnal Air Transpart

| Assaciation, opposed Mumbal
adrport operators decisson to

T1 and to accardingly take miave 150 takeaff and

lanifing shats from
Murnbiai to the upcoming
Navi Murnbal alrport fo
allowy for the demalition and
reconstruction of T1

distributhng the overall UDF
charges between embarking
and disembarking passeng
ers in a suitable proportion
of their actual nsage of air
port facilities would lead to
an equitable diswribution of
the tart@M burden among
the users of the airport and
wonthd alao spread out the
rosts amongsl all akcport
* Alrports sueh as Del-
i Thiruvananthagu
ram also levy a UDF on arri-
VITE PAssengers,

The Mumbai airport ope
rator, in their tariff proposal
submitted 1o AERA for the
Aggregate Revenue Require-
et (ARR) during 2024
entailed an increase of 67
in the prevailing alrport

charges. “However, AERA,
after carryingout a thorough
examination of the said pro-
posal. has arrived ot a signifi-
cantly lower ARR that wonld
result in o nominal increase
of 21L65% over the existing
alrport charges, This adjust
ment will enable the airport
OPETALGT [0 meet essential ca-
pital expenditure regquire-
ments, maintain operational
eiliclency, and ensure servi
cequality” itsaid

Based on s caleulations,
AERA arrived at a Yield per
Passenger (YPF) of Ra 442
per departing passenger for
MIAL and distributed this
hetween domestic and inier
national departing and arri-
ving passengers
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Foreign airlines
fly around curbs

ost foreign airlines are avoid-
ing Pakistan airspace in
view of the high tensions

between Indian and Pakistan, and
to comply with airspace curbs.
India has closed its airspace for
Pakistan airlines from April 30
while Pakistan barred Indian car-
riers from using ils airspace.
German major Lufthansa Group on
Thursday said it is continuing to mon-
itor the current developments closely.
“"Due to the current situation, the
airlines of the Lufthansa Group are
avoiding the airspace of Pakistan until
further notice. This will result in long-
er flight times on some routes to Asia,
including, but not limited to, India."”
Lufthansa operates 64 week-
ly flights to 5 Indian cities.
British carrier Virgin Atlantic said it
has been closely monitoring devel-
opments and that they had made
the decision to avoid Pakistani air-
space, “resulting in some pre-planned
rerouting of our London to Delhi
flights”. Virgin Atlantic has 35 week-
lv flights connecting Indian cities.
“Safety and security are always our
highest priorities and we continu-
ously assess and adjust our operations
accordingly,” British Airways said in a
statement. The airline has 56 weekly
flights to India. — PTI1
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IAG orders 71largejets
from Boeing, Airbus

LG Sh announce d its bigpest ordet yet for widebody jets, doubling
down on long-haul demand with a 510 billion fleet mvestment that
aims to halp sustain its samings momentum. The company i
buying 32 Boeing [o. TET-10 aincraft for British Airways and 21 Airbus
SE A330mea planes for its &er Lingus, Iberia or Level brands. There's a
top-up aption for as many as 10 additional Boeing T87s and up o 13
additional Airbus A330neos. 4G also disclosed a previous purchase
of planes that ithad placed in Manch, BLOOMBERG
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90 flights to Delhi cancelled

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 8

With 27 airports shut in
the wake of India's
anti-terror opera-
tion against
Pakistan, the Delhi
airport saw the can-
cellation of 90
flights, including five
international departures
and six arrivals by vari-
ous airlines on Thursday,

Sources said all can-

celled flights had destina-
tions that are closed at the
moment. Among the can-

celled flights were 46
domestic departures
and 33 arrivals
between B am to 2

Jii N

"All operations
across Delhi Air-
port's terminals and
its four runways are pro-
ceeding as usual. How-
ever, changing airspace
conditions have impacted

some flights,” DIAL said
in a post on X. Sources
said that there was no con-
gestion at Delhi airport at
present, and all landings
and takeoffs are as per
schedule. Delhi Inte-
rnational Airport Ltd
(DIAL), which operates
the Indira Gandhi
International Airport ,
said that it is working clo-
sely with all stakeholders
to minimise any disrup-
tions to flight schedules.



AIF?f"‘LJh ISAUT HC‘IFt’iT Y IZ_H- iNL‘lA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES DELHT 10 MAY 2025

HUNDREDS OF FLIGHTS CANCELLED

Air Travel Fliesinto
Heavy Turbulence

Forum Gandhi &
Arindam Majumdar

Mumbai | New Delhi: Air travel
across the country continued to be
disrupted owing to the escalating
tensions between India and Pakis-
tan, with hundreds of flights can-
celled, travel demand falling even
as security was significantly ram-
ped up atkey airports,

At New Delhi's Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport (IGLA), 63 do-
mestic arrivals and 66 departures
were cancelled till 2.30 pm Friday

A day before, 360 flights were af-
fected—roughly 8% of India'sdaily
scheduled departures under nor-
mal conditions, according to an ex-
ecutive froma leading online travel
agency (OTA), who asked not to be
named. The disruptions coincide
with a sharp 23% week-on-week
dropinflightsearches for the travel
period May 5-8, compared to April
-May 2, the OTA added.

The situation follows a wave of
airspacerestrictions and the closu-
reof more than 25 airports after In-
dianarmed forces launched Opera-
tion Sindoor- retaliatory strikeson
terror camps in Pakistan and Pa-
kKistan-cceupied Kashmir in re-
sponse to last month's Pahalgam
attack that killed 26 people,

"With around 25+ airports closed
and widespread flight cancella-
tions due to ongoing airspace rest-
rictions, we understand the uncer-
tainty and inconvenience this has
caused travelers...We are offering
full refunds—including conveni-
ence fees—without any deductions

to all affected passengers,” said
Aloke Bajpal, Group CEO of ixigo.

A senior official from a no-rills
carrier, speaking on condition of
anonymity, added that the ongoing
tensions between India and Pakis-

tan are already cau-
sing wvisible disrup-

K tions to air travel.

“Five airports in
northern India have
been shut down, and we are seeing
a cascading effect across the avia-
tion network. Leisure travel is be-
ing directly impacted, with cancel-
lations and postponements rising
as travellers react to the uncertain-
t¥. Business travel is also being hit,
as companies scale back immedia-
te travel plans totheregion, " the ex-
ecutive said,

IndiGo, India’s larpgest airline, is
reported to have cancelled 509
flights for the duration of the NO-
TAM period. However, sources fa-
miliar with the matter said the sca-
le of disruption, while significant,
isnotunprecedented.



samesan e

AIRFORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINAMNCIAL EXPEESS DELHI 10 MAY 2025

Delta, Korean Air buy
25% Of Westlet in
$550 million deal

DELTA AIR LINES and
Karean Air Lines will
spend $550 milion

acquiring a stake in

Canadian carrier
Westlet, adding to the broader
consolidation among airlines
globally
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Fome intemational areals, five intemationa| depariwes. 83 domestic armvalt and 68 domestic departuses have been cancelled amed inceea ing temions between India and Pakdstan | mevenimm

Over 130 domestic, int’l flights cancelled

ADVISORY SAYS

) 5tay wpda ted with guidance
from sespactive ailines,
reads the advesary

) dherz to hand baggage
and chack-in luggage
regulatinng

B Arrive early to
accommodate potential
delays at secuity checks

Cooperate with alrline and
security staff for smooth
facilitatian

) Check flight statis through
thieir arline or the official
Delhi Alrport website

EXPRESS NEWS SERVILE & hewDehil

AS many as 138 domestic and
Internot ional Bights toand from
Dedhl's Indira Gandhi Inlérna
tional Airport (1G]} have besn
cancelisd Br the day amid fresh
ensions hetween Indis and Pa
kistan. The cancellations were
nresull of the closure of muilt
Pl nirpeorts acroes the country
in view of the rising tensions
nnd helghtened sseurity
Aceording to the alrport of-
Mcials the cancelled Rights in
clude four interpmtions arriv

ais, five International
departunes, & domestic arrly
als and 66 dome st e depariares.
Owing to the uncertainty, the
Delhl alrport has tssued

an advisory for passen- F
gers, The alrport au- SIS

thority asked passen- 5 s 3

gers to remch the
nlrport early to ensure
that security chechscan
be done on time,

They ndded that passengers
should check their Night stams
before leaving their houses
“Delhl Alrport operations re

oo,

aK

main normal. However, due to
evolving alrspace cond [tlons
and strengthensd security
measures, them may bean im-
poed o sarme Nght sched
ules and longer process-
ing times at security
checkpalnts,” sald the
sivisory "'We urge all
passengers o relv salely
an afTieind suross for ac
curate information and re
frain rom sharing unverified
content,” the advisory added
Several sirdines, inclduing Air
Imdlin, Akasa Alr and Indigo, is

sued statements to passenpers
redqiest ing them o arrive thres
hawers ea vy after the Burean of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
directed all afrlines and alr
pirts across India o enhance
salety protocols.

“In view of an onder by the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity on enhanced measures at
nlrports, passengers ame advised
Lo arrive o their respective air-
ports at least thowe hours prioe
to scheduled departure to en-
sure smooth check-in and boand-
Ing.” Afr Indin wrote on X.
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ATC briefly loses radar
access again at Newark

1 he air traffic control- £
lers directing planes 2

into the Newark, New
Jersey, airport lost their ra-
dar on Friday morning for
the second time intwo weeks.

The federal aviation ad-
ministration (FAA) said the
radar at the facility in Phila-
delphiathat directs planesin
and out of Newark airport
went black for 90 seconds at
d.55am(localtime)on Friday.

That's similar to what
happened on April 28,

That first radar outage
hadled to hundreds of flights
being cancelled or delaved
at the Newark airport over
the past two weeks after the
aviation administration slo-
wed down traffic at the air-
port to ensure safety,

Several controllers also
went on trauma leave after
that outage, worsening the
existing shortage.

The FAA said earlier this
week itisinstalling newfiber
optic data lines to carry the
radar signal between its faci-
lities in Philadelphia and

The first radar outage on April 28
led to many flights being cancelled
or delayed at Newark airport over
the past two weeks

New York. Officials said so-
me of the lines connecting
those twofacilitiesareoutda-
ted copper wire,

Transportation secreta-
ry Sean Duffy announced a
multi-billion-dollar plan on
Thursday to replace the na-
tion's ageing air traffic cont-
rol system to prevent pro-
blems like this from happe-
ning and give controllers mo-
derntechnology

Officials developed the
plan to upgrade the system
after a deadly mid-air crash
in Jan between a passenger
jet and an Army helicopter
killed 67 people in the skies
over Washington DC. ae
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Abad-US airfares drop as visa rush slows

Niyati.Parikh@timesofindia.com

rethinking their travel

Leisure travel i Student travel numbers plans.”
Ahmedabad: If you haveever remains strong, with this season are expected Accordingtotravel indust-
dreamt of flying to the United 15-day tourist packages to be low due to visa issues ry players, flights to the US

States but were grounded by
sky-high airfare, thissummer
might just be your moment,
provided you have avalid visa
tothe American land.

A sharp dip in travel de-
mand, especially among stu-
dents, coupled with visa woes
for tourists and foreign educa-
tionaspirants, hasledtoadra-
matic fall in airfare prices
from Ahmedabad to the US,
offering a golden window for
globetrotters, according to in-
dustry players.

For travel booked on May 8
for a round trip between June
8and 21, the cost of a one-stop,
19-hour flight between Ah-
medabad and the US is now
pegezed at approximately Rs
85,000. That breaks down to
Jjust Rs 42 500 one-way —near-
Iv orless than half of what fly-
ers paid last vear Compare
that with the jaw-dropping
summer 2024 fares that rea-
ched up to Rs 2.2 Iakh for a ro-

selling well for those with
valid visitor visas. Such
. tourists benefit
. from the lower
airfares to the US |
currently
Virendra Shah |

TRAVEL EXPERT

- increase towards July-

* Bhavin Thaker |

| COMSULTANT

- and limited appointment slots.

Airfares are likely to

o
-

] O

end when peak season
for the fall intake starts

FOREIGH EDUCATION

und trip. “This is a steep decli-
ne as compared to last vear. Tt
will benefit tourists who plan
tovisit the US this year. Howe-
ver, there is a marked 35-40%
decline in group tour boo-
kings to the US, thanks to visa
issues and unavailability of
slots for visitor visas. Moreo-
ver, the uncertainty around
policies of the new govt, more
people are refraining from
making travel plans to the
US,” said Manish Sharma,
owner of a travel company
from Ahmedabad.

Visa woes have deterred
many visitors from going to

the US. An overall reduced in-
take has impacted airfares.
Virendra Shah, a travel ex-
pert, said, “A combination of
factorsincluding changing vi-
sapoliciesamidst geopolitical
shifts have caused fewer flyers
to visit the US. With the US
govt's stricter immigration
stance tightening the pipeline
for students and tourists, the
once-bursting outhound traf-
fic from India has notably
thinned. Fewer wvisa appro-

vals mean fewerfliers, and air-

lines are responding by slas-
hingpricestofillup seats. Due
to stricter policies, people are

from not just Ahmedabad, but
also Mumbai and Delhi, are
seeingasimilartrend. “Dueto
visa issues, fewer studentsare
going this time around as
compared to last year. Moreo-
ver, student visits will begin
from July-end onwards for the
fall intake and therefore, the
current airfares will certain-
ly be less,” said Bhavin Tha-
ker, foreign education consul-
tant.

Additionally, improved air
connectivity between India
andthe US hasplayeda keyro-
le in the reduction of fares.
With more one-stop options
and streamlined connections
through international hubs,
flyers now enjoy better sche-
dules and competitive pri-
cing. This fare drop comes as
anunexpected relief for leisu-
re travellers, business profes-
sionals and even Indian Ame-
ricans planning to visit fami-
Iy back home.
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mJammu mSrinagar mLeh m Amritsar m Chandigarh = Patiala mHalwara s Pathankot mLudhiana = Bhuntar

m Bhatinda = Shimla m Dharamshala = Gaggal mJodhpur mBikaner m Jaisalmer m Kishangarh mJamnagar = Rajkot
m Mundra mPorbandar mKandla mKeshod mBhuj m Gwalior mHindon

Flights halt across north, north-west India

TRAVEL HALT LEADS TO
SEARCH FOR ALTERNATIVES
I
Please help us urgenthy. Our 11 AM fiight GF-548 from Leh tor ]
Murabal was cancelied today. We're a faamily stick here with no |-\:lmIhE |
winat to do next. Our vacati an envds today and wo werg supposed to

i s us.
back home, The situation is tense and wa're very worried. Plaase guide i |

2adiya r_t =

Was at Mumbai airport. Had an impartant court
mament. Hopo all this fs worth 1. India First!

Air travel across the northem J
At least 130 flights were canceled at the Delhi

and north-western region came
to a halt on Wednesday as over
300 flights were cancelled and
airports, including Srinagar,
Leh, Amritsar, Jaisalmer,
Rajkot, temporarily shut down
operations after the Indian
Armed Forces gave a calibrated
military response to the

Airport since Wednesday. These included 65
arvivals and 66 departures, two intemational
departunes along with bwo intennational
armivals canceflations

date. Flight canned last |

Pahal (] =

i gam chicaad Wy parents are 5o glad that i camie back a day
ook before all this happaned because whatever flights | |

RE‘h I"g und I'Bfl.mds was getting had a layover at srinagar and amyitsar,

and & day after miy flight indigo cancelled all the

# Air India, which has concelled j )
fiight take offs in Srnagar, amitsar and other

flights to Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,

Jodhpur, Amritsar, Bhuj, Jamnagar, ¥ places.
Chandi and Rajkot, is offering speci places, and otl_mr_ : réd_-ﬂ'?(}ﬁﬂ‘_ — S
a one-time waiver on rescheduling odvised te contact their airfines for Mwh — — .
charges or a full refund for i thelatest updates What at?uut passengers with onward |
m Star Air said its i iy, DEmonfur, s 10w o HTravatadvisory il | international flights? My flight from
- al carner star Alr cancelled their services to multiple e -
e | |Eare et |
:m".'é'i?mmm,h . uj & I 0 Stokarmdeit. Soioslt shaed e cm;i eh, m;nu_r_mdsar. Bhu, L Sy Tom Mumbai later
nilonhas unced that it will on sociol media, “Due to airport . e garh and Rajkot - are being T ay.
I NN WL o closures and heightened security, “ancefied til 0529 fus IST on 10 May follawinga = -
mm:’wﬂﬂﬁ.‘;‘ ity ™ Leh, Srinagar, Jammu, Amritsar, i ?;;i"‘ltiu" from avation autharities on clasure of
concatonor o ervetoreon RO A few travellers have
pebermimid il ik chosen to postpone their
trips, depending on how the

‘Logon ko abhi bas ghar rehna hai jab tak sab shaant nahi ho jaata’

Amid concellations, hotels come to the rescue
of guests. “It hos been unanimously decided
that guests whose outbound flights howve
been cancelled due to the current situation
will be offered complimentary stays ot the
same hotels where they have been staying in
Ladakh,” sharad Rigzin Wangma Lechic, the
President of All Ladakh Hotel & Guest House
Association (ALHAGHA] in o statemant

Tour operators share thot after the
shutdown of airports, travellers are choosing
to cancel their bookings. | had trovel groups
for Lodakh and Himachal and they're both
concelled now. Logon ko abhi safety ki hai
apni, travel koi nohi koma chah raha. Leh,
Kashmir, Monali, Shimba, Amntsar, Rajasthan,
these are prime locotions for trovel but we
are aither rescheduling or giving refunds to

Our customers. Logon
ko abhi bas ghar
refino hai job tok sob
shaant nahi ho joota,”
says Muzamil Mazir, a trovel agent

Sourabh Tiwari, anather trovel ogent, odds,
“All my bookings are from foreign tourists
and most of them cancelled their bookings
to the country. A group from Australia has

#TalkingPoint

now postponed their visit
to Aug-September, boaki
50% toh cancellations

hi hio gyl hain, Foreign
tourists Rajosthan joota hai zyoda awr
Vioranasi but abhi Rojasthan nahi ja
payenge. Indian tounsts north memn travel
korta hoi summer mein. For now, it seems
unsure whether they'll be willing to traval”

situation evolves. However, the
overall sentiment around travel
remains strong, and we are
continuously monitoring the
situation to ensure our travellers
stay informed and supported
throughout

= Hari Ganapathy, Co-founder, Pickyourtrail
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Foreign airlines
fly around curbs

ost foreign airlines are avoid-
ing Pakistan airspace in
view of the high tensions

between Indian and Pakistan, and
to comply with airspace curbs.
India has closed its airspace for
Pakistan airlines from April 30
while Pakistan barred Indian car-
riers from using ils airspace.
German major Lufthansa Group on
Thursday said it is continuing to mon-
itor the current developments closely.
“"Due to the current situation, the
airlines of the Lufthansa Group are
avoiding the airspace of Pakistan until
further notice. This will result in long-
er flight times on some routes to Asia,
including, but not limited to, India."”
Lufthansa operates 64 week-
ly flights to 5 Indian cities.
British carrier Virgin Atlantic said it
has been closely monitoring devel-
opments and that they had made
the decision to avoid Pakistani air-
space, “resulting in some pre-planned
rerouting of our London to Delhi
flights”. Virgin Atlantic has 35 week-
lv flights connecting Indian cities.
“Safety and security are always our
highest priorities and we continu-
ously assess and adjust our operations
accordingly,” British Airways said in a
statement. The airline has 56 weekly
flights to India. — PTI1
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IAG orders 71largejets
from Boeing, Airbus

LG Sh announce d its bigpest ordet yet for widebody jets, doubling
down on long-haul demand with a 510 billion fleet mvestment that
aims to halp sustain its samings momentum. The company i
buying 32 Boeing [o. TET-10 aincraft for British Airways and 21 Airbus
SE A330mea planes for its &er Lingus, Iberia or Level brands. There's a
top-up aption for as many as 10 additional Boeing T87s and up o 13
additional Airbus A330neos. 4G also disclosed a previous purchase
of planes that ithad placed in Manch, BLOOMBERG
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90 flights to Delhi cancelled

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 8

With 27 airports shut in
the wake of India's
anti-terror opera-
tion against
Pakistan, the Delhi
airport saw the can-
cellation of 90
flights, including five
international departures
and six arrivals by vari-
ous airlines on Thursday,

Sources said all can-

celled flights had destina-
tions that are closed at the
moment. Among the can-

celled flights were 46
domestic departures
and 33 arrivals
between B am to 2

Jii N

"All operations
across Delhi Air-
port's terminals and
its four runways are pro-
ceeding as usual. How-
ever, changing airspace
conditions have impacted

some flights,” DIAL said
in a post on X. Sources
said that there was no con-
gestion at Delhi airport at
present, and all landings
and takeoffs are as per
schedule. Delhi Inte-
rnational Airport Ltd
(DIAL), which operates
the Indira Gandhi
International Airport ,
said that it is working clo-
sely with all stakeholders
to minimise any disrup-
tions to flight schedules.
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HUNDREDS OF FLIGHTS CANCELLED

Air Travel Fliesinto
Heavy Turbulence

Forum Gandhi &
Arindam Majumdar

Mumbai | New Delhi: Air travel
across the country continued to be
disrupted owing to the escalating
tensions between India and Pakis-
tan, with hundreds of flights can-
celled, travel demand falling even
as security was significantly ram-
ped up atkey airports,

At New Delhi's Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport (IGLA), 63 do-
mestic arrivals and 66 departures
were cancelled till 2.30 pm Friday

A day before, 360 flights were af-
fected—roughly 8% of India'sdaily
scheduled departures under nor-
mal conditions, according to an ex-
ecutive froma leading online travel
agency (OTA), who asked not to be
named. The disruptions coincide
with a sharp 23% week-on-week
dropinflightsearches for the travel
period May 5-8, compared to April
-May 2, the OTA added.

The situation follows a wave of
airspacerestrictions and the closu-
reof more than 25 airports after In-
dianarmed forces launched Opera-
tion Sindoor- retaliatory strikeson
terror camps in Pakistan and Pa-
kKistan-cceupied Kashmir in re-
sponse to last month's Pahalgam
attack that killed 26 people,

"With around 25+ airports closed
and widespread flight cancella-
tions due to ongoing airspace rest-
rictions, we understand the uncer-
tainty and inconvenience this has
caused travelers...We are offering
full refunds—including conveni-
ence fees—without any deductions

to all affected passengers,” said
Aloke Bajpal, Group CEO of ixigo.

A senior official from a no-rills
carrier, speaking on condition of
anonymity, added that the ongoing
tensions between India and Pakis-

tan are already cau-
sing wvisible disrup-

K tions to air travel.

“Five airports in
northern India have
been shut down, and we are seeing
a cascading effect across the avia-
tion network. Leisure travel is be-
ing directly impacted, with cancel-
lations and postponements rising
as travellers react to the uncertain-
t¥. Business travel is also being hit,
as companies scale back immedia-
te travel plans totheregion, " the ex-
ecutive said,

IndiGo, India’s larpgest airline, is
reported to have cancelled 509
flights for the duration of the NO-
TAM period. However, sources fa-
miliar with the matter said the sca-
le of disruption, while significant,
isnotunprecedented.
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Delta, Korean Air buy
25% Of Westlet in
$550 million deal

DELTA AIR LINES and
Karean Air Lines will
spend $550 milion

acquiring a stake in

Canadian carrier
Westlet, adding to the broader
consolidation among airlines
globally
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Fome intemational areals, five intemationa| depariwes. 83 domestic armvalt and 68 domestic departuses have been cancelled amed inceea ing temions between India and Pakdstan | mevenimm

Over 130 domestic, int’l flights cancelled

ADVISORY SAYS

) 5tay wpda ted with guidance
from sespactive ailines,
reads the advesary

) dherz to hand baggage
and chack-in luggage
regulatinng

B Arrive early to
accommodate potential
delays at secuity checks

Cooperate with alrline and
security staff for smooth
facilitatian

) Check flight statis through
thieir arline or the official
Delhi Alrport website

EXPRESS NEWS SERVILE & hewDehil

AS many as 138 domestic and
Internot ional Bights toand from
Dedhl's Indira Gandhi Inlérna
tional Airport (1G]} have besn
cancelisd Br the day amid fresh
ensions hetween Indis and Pa
kistan. The cancellations were
nresull of the closure of muilt
Pl nirpeorts acroes the country
in view of the rising tensions
nnd helghtened sseurity
Aceording to the alrport of-
Mcials the cancelled Rights in
clude four interpmtions arriv

ais, five International
departunes, & domestic arrly
als and 66 dome st e depariares.
Owing to the uncertainty, the
Delhl alrport has tssued

an advisory for passen- F
gers, The alrport au- SIS

thority asked passen- 5 s 3

gers to remch the
nlrport early to ensure
that security chechscan
be done on time,

They ndded that passengers
should check their Night stams
before leaving their houses
“Delhl Alrport operations re

oo,

aK

main normal. However, due to
evolving alrspace cond [tlons
and strengthensd security
measures, them may bean im-
poed o sarme Nght sched
ules and longer process-
ing times at security
checkpalnts,” sald the
sivisory "'We urge all
passengers o relv salely
an afTieind suross for ac
curate information and re
frain rom sharing unverified
content,” the advisory added
Several sirdines, inclduing Air
Imdlin, Akasa Alr and Indigo, is

sued statements to passenpers
redqiest ing them o arrive thres
hawers ea vy after the Burean of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
directed all afrlines and alr
pirts across India o enhance
salety protocols.

“In view of an onder by the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity on enhanced measures at
nlrports, passengers ame advised
Lo arrive o their respective air-
ports at least thowe hours prioe
to scheduled departure to en-
sure smooth check-in and boand-
Ing.” Afr Indin wrote on X.
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ATC briefly loses radar
access again at Newark

1 he air traffic control- £
lers directing planes 2

into the Newark, New
Jersey, airport lost their ra-
dar on Friday morning for
the second time intwo weeks.

The federal aviation ad-
ministration (FAA) said the
radar at the facility in Phila-
delphiathat directs planesin
and out of Newark airport
went black for 90 seconds at
d.55am(localtime)on Friday.

That's similar to what
happened on April 28,

That first radar outage
hadled to hundreds of flights
being cancelled or delaved
at the Newark airport over
the past two weeks after the
aviation administration slo-
wed down traffic at the air-
port to ensure safety,

Several controllers also
went on trauma leave after
that outage, worsening the
existing shortage.

The FAA said earlier this
week itisinstalling newfiber
optic data lines to carry the
radar signal between its faci-
lities in Philadelphia and

The first radar outage on April 28
led to many flights being cancelled
or delayed at Newark airport over
the past two weeks

New York. Officials said so-
me of the lines connecting
those twofacilitiesareoutda-
ted copper wire,

Transportation secreta-
ry Sean Duffy announced a
multi-billion-dollar plan on
Thursday to replace the na-
tion's ageing air traffic cont-
rol system to prevent pro-
blems like this from happe-
ning and give controllers mo-
derntechnology

Officials developed the
plan to upgrade the system
after a deadly mid-air crash
in Jan between a passenger
jet and an Army helicopter
killed 67 people in the skies
over Washington DC. ae
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Abad-US airfares drop as visa rush slows

Niyati.Parikh@timesofindia.com

rethinking their travel

Leisure travel i Student travel numbers plans.”
Ahmedabad: If you haveever remains strong, with this season are expected Accordingtotravel indust-
dreamt of flying to the United 15-day tourist packages to be low due to visa issues ry players, flights to the US

States but were grounded by
sky-high airfare, thissummer
might just be your moment,
provided you have avalid visa
tothe American land.

A sharp dip in travel de-
mand, especially among stu-
dents, coupled with visa woes
for tourists and foreign educa-
tionaspirants, hasledtoadra-
matic fall in airfare prices
from Ahmedabad to the US,
offering a golden window for
globetrotters, according to in-
dustry players.

For travel booked on May 8
for a round trip between June
8and 21, the cost of a one-stop,
19-hour flight between Ah-
medabad and the US is now
pegezed at approximately Rs
85,000. That breaks down to
Jjust Rs 42 500 one-way —near-
Iv orless than half of what fly-
ers paid last vear Compare
that with the jaw-dropping
summer 2024 fares that rea-
ched up to Rs 2.2 Iakh for a ro-

selling well for those with
valid visitor visas. Such
. tourists benefit
. from the lower
airfares to the US |
currently
Virendra Shah |

TRAVEL EXPERT

- increase towards July-

* Bhavin Thaker |

| COMSULTANT

- and limited appointment slots.

Airfares are likely to

o
-

] O

end when peak season
for the fall intake starts

FOREIGH EDUCATION

und trip. “This is a steep decli-
ne as compared to last vear. Tt
will benefit tourists who plan
tovisit the US this year. Howe-
ver, there is a marked 35-40%
decline in group tour boo-
kings to the US, thanks to visa
issues and unavailability of
slots for visitor visas. Moreo-
ver, the uncertainty around
policies of the new govt, more
people are refraining from
making travel plans to the
US,” said Manish Sharma,
owner of a travel company
from Ahmedabad.

Visa woes have deterred
many visitors from going to

the US. An overall reduced in-
take has impacted airfares.
Virendra Shah, a travel ex-
pert, said, “A combination of
factorsincluding changing vi-
sapoliciesamidst geopolitical
shifts have caused fewer flyers
to visit the US. With the US
govt's stricter immigration
stance tightening the pipeline
for students and tourists, the
once-bursting outhound traf-
fic from India has notably
thinned. Fewer wvisa appro-

vals mean fewerfliers, and air-

lines are responding by slas-
hingpricestofillup seats. Due
to stricter policies, people are

from not just Ahmedabad, but
also Mumbai and Delhi, are
seeingasimilartrend. “Dueto
visa issues, fewer studentsare
going this time around as
compared to last year. Moreo-
ver, student visits will begin
from July-end onwards for the
fall intake and therefore, the
current airfares will certain-
ly be less,” said Bhavin Tha-
ker, foreign education consul-
tant.

Additionally, improved air
connectivity between India
andthe US hasplayeda keyro-
le in the reduction of fares.
With more one-stop options
and streamlined connections
through international hubs,
flyers now enjoy better sche-
dules and competitive pri-
cing. This fare drop comes as
anunexpected relief for leisu-
re travellers, business profes-
sionals and even Indian Ame-
ricans planning to visit fami-
Iy back home.
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Flights halt across north, north-west India

TRAVEL HALT LEADS TO
SEARCH FOR ALTERNATIVES
I
Please help us urgenthy. Our 11 AM fiight GF-548 from Leh tor ]
Murabal was cancelied today. We're a faamily stick here with no |-\:lmIhE |
winat to do next. Our vacati an envds today and wo werg supposed to

i s us.
back home, The situation is tense and wa're very worried. Plaase guide i |

2adiya r_t =

Was at Mumbai airport. Had an impartant court
mament. Hopo all this fs worth 1. India First!

Air travel across the northem J
At least 130 flights were canceled at the Delhi

and north-western region came
to a halt on Wednesday as over
300 flights were cancelled and
airports, including Srinagar,
Leh, Amritsar, Jaisalmer,
Rajkot, temporarily shut down
operations after the Indian
Armed Forces gave a calibrated
military response to the

Airport since Wednesday. These included 65
arvivals and 66 departures, two intemational
departunes along with bwo intennational
armivals canceflations

date. Flight canned last |

Pahal (] =

i gam chicaad Wy parents are 5o glad that i camie back a day
ook before all this happaned because whatever flights | |

RE‘h I"g und I'Bfl.mds was getting had a layover at srinagar and amyitsar,

and & day after miy flight indigo cancelled all the

# Air India, which has concelled j )
fiight take offs in Srnagar, amitsar and other

flights to Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,

Jodhpur, Amritsar, Bhuj, Jamnagar, ¥ places.
Chandi and Rajkot, is offering speci places, and otl_mr_ : réd_-ﬂ'?(}ﬁﬂ‘_ — S
a one-time waiver on rescheduling odvised te contact their airfines for Mwh — — .
charges or a full refund for i thelatest updates What at?uut passengers with onward |
m Star Air said its i iy, DEmonfur, s 10w o HTravatadvisory il | international flights? My flight from
- al carner star Alr cancelled their services to multiple e -
e | |Eare et |
:m".'é'i?mmm,h . uj & I 0 Stokarmdeit. Soioslt shaed e cm;i eh, m;nu_r_mdsar. Bhu, L Sy Tom Mumbai later
nilonhas unced that it will on sociol media, “Due to airport . e garh and Rajkot - are being T ay.
I NN WL o closures and heightened security, “ancefied til 0529 fus IST on 10 May follawinga = -
mm:’wﬂﬂﬁ.‘;‘ ity ™ Leh, Srinagar, Jammu, Amritsar, i ?;;i"‘ltiu" from avation autharities on clasure of
concatonor o ervetoreon RO A few travellers have
pebermimid il ik chosen to postpone their
trips, depending on how the

‘Logon ko abhi bas ghar rehna hai jab tak sab shaant nahi ho jaata’

Amid concellations, hotels come to the rescue
of guests. “It hos been unanimously decided
that guests whose outbound flights howve
been cancelled due to the current situation
will be offered complimentary stays ot the
same hotels where they have been staying in
Ladakh,” sharad Rigzin Wangma Lechic, the
President of All Ladakh Hotel & Guest House
Association (ALHAGHA] in o statemant

Tour operators share thot after the
shutdown of airports, travellers are choosing
to cancel their bookings. | had trovel groups
for Lodakh and Himachal and they're both
concelled now. Logon ko abhi safety ki hai
apni, travel koi nohi koma chah raha. Leh,
Kashmir, Monali, Shimba, Amntsar, Rajasthan,
these are prime locotions for trovel but we
are aither rescheduling or giving refunds to

Our customers. Logon
ko abhi bas ghar
refino hai job tok sob
shaant nahi ho joota,”
says Muzamil Mazir, a trovel agent

Sourabh Tiwari, anather trovel ogent, odds,
“All my bookings are from foreign tourists
and most of them cancelled their bookings
to the country. A group from Australia has

#TalkingPoint

now postponed their visit
to Aug-September, boaki
50% toh cancellations

hi hio gyl hain, Foreign
tourists Rajosthan joota hai zyoda awr
Vioranasi but abhi Rojasthan nahi ja
payenge. Indian tounsts north memn travel
korta hoi summer mein. For now, it seems
unsure whether they'll be willing to traval”

situation evolves. However, the
overall sentiment around travel
remains strong, and we are
continuously monitoring the
situation to ensure our travellers
stay informed and supported
throughout

= Hari Ganapathy, Co-founder, Pickyourtrail
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