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Fire at Mumbai airport
terminal 1 delays flights
S

Mumsbad 4 fre broke outin
termindl 1 of Murnbas airpart
an Thursday everang resultng
in flight defays. & few
s=robridges were temporarily
clozed a5 a matter of
precaution Passengers also
oomplained of system fafure
and outage or intermet
#ccording to a source elewen
flights were delayed Ina
staterment, the Mismbal
international Alrport Ltd said a
minor fire was reported at
Terminad 1 due boa short
carcut at £10 pm. "The hrewas
smmediately bought under
oontrol fdrpart operations
remain unaffedctad” MAL said.
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Airport, defence mock drills
for emergency preparedness

FPJ News Service
MNAVI MUNBAI

Anemergency mock drill will
be conducted at the Navi
Mumbai Internadonal Airp-
ort premises today (Thursday)
to assess and strengthen dis-
aster response preparedness,
with multiple agencies par-
ticipating in a coordinated
exercise. The drill will simu-
late scenarios such as an air-
craft accident, fire, and medi-
cal emergencies to evaluate
the efficiency and response
time of emergency mechan-
isms.

A Table Top Exercise was
conducted at the airport on
Wednesday to enhance dis-
aster response capabilities,
organised by the National
Disaster Management Autho-
rity (NDMA) in collaboration
with the Maharashtra State
Disaster Management Autho-
rity. During the session, vari-
ous agencies  including
NMMC, CIDCO, Reliance
Industries, and the National

Disaster

Response  Force
(NDRF) showcased special-
ised equipment that can be
deployed during disaster situ-
arions.

The full-scale mock drill
will be showeased on Thursd-
ay, where different emergen-
cy scenarios will be recreated
to test real-time response and
inter-ngency coordination.

Meanwhile, a large-scale
civil defence mock drill will
also be conducted in Navi
Mumbai today as part of a
national initiative to

strengthen emergency pre-
paredness and inter-ugency
coordination.

Organised by the Civil Def-
ence wing under the Mahar-
ashtra Home Department, the
exercise will be held at Late
Ganpatsheth Fakirji Naik
Ground in Bonkode village,
Sector 11, Koparkhairane, bet-
ween 2pm and 5pm, with sup-
port from the Navi Mumbai
Municipal Corporation.

Around 300 personnel and
volunteers will take part in
the exercise.
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ONCE NOIDA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IS OPERATIONAL, DELHI WILL JOIN MUMBAI AS ACITY WITH 2 LARGE AIRPORTS

YEIDA starts
allottingland
to electronics
firms near
Jewar airport

Devansh Mittal

New Delhi, April ¢

THE YAMUNA Expressway In-
dustrial Development Author-
ity (YEIDA) has started allotting
plots of land near the Noida In-
ternational Airport to elec-
tronics manufacturing com-
panies, as part ofa broader push
todevelop an electronics manu-
facturing cluster (EMC) in the
region, YEIDA officials said.

According to official docu-
ments accessed by The Indian
Express, plotshave been allotted
to firms like Havells India, As-
cent K Circuit, and Polynomous
Industries in Sector 10 of the
YEIDA region. The units to be
built on the plots are expected to
manufacture products ranging
from consumer electronics,
printed circuit boards to ad-
vanced polymer materials.

YEIDA has also issued
Letters of Intent (LOI) of Allot-
ment to companies, including
Aurionpro Toshi Automatic
Systems, Aditech Semiconduc-
tors, Shailsuta Projects, and
Dixon Technologies (India), of-
ficials said.

Havells has been allotted
around 50 acres ofland fora unit
to manufacture consumer
goods like fans, air-condi-
tioners, lighting equipment,
and cables, officialssaid, adding
that it is expected to invest
around RsB00 crore on the unit.

Officials said Ascent K Cir-
cuit has received 16 acres of
land for a unit to manufacture
printed circuit board (PCB), in-
cluding high-density intercon-
nect (HDI), flex, and multilayer
boards. It will invest over Rs
3,000 crore onthe unit, workon
which is expected to start this
month, officials added. They
said Polynomous Industries
has been allotted 2.5 acres for
an advanced polymer material
manufacturing unit.

Shailendra Kumar Bhatia,
Additional CEQ, YEIDA, and
nodal officer of the Noida Inter-
national Airport, said the area
has already attracted invest-
ment commitments worth
nearly Rs 30,000 crore across

Inside the airport. ABHiNaY saHA

sectors, including semiconduc-
tors, medical devices, and film
production.

“Improved connectivity is
also expected to support indus-
trial growth. The region is
linked to the Yamuna Express-
way and will connect to the
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway,
Eastern Peripheral Expressway,
and the proposed RRTS corti-
dors,” Bhatia said.

In February, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi participated in
the groundbreaking ceremony
of HCL-Foxconn's semicon-
ductor unit built in the YEIDA
region. The Union government
had in 2025 approved a Rs 417-
crore EMC 2.0 project in Gau-
tam Buddha Nagar, tobe devel-

oped by the YEIDA on 200
acres. The government, in a
statement, had said that the
clusteris expected to attract in-
vestments of around Rs 2,500
crore and generate employ-
ment for about 15,000 people.

The Centre notified the
Modified Electronics Manufac-
turing Clusters (EMC 2.0)
scheme in April 2020. The
scheme aims at providing fi-
nancial assistance for setting
up of such clusters with com-
mon facilities like industrial
pletsand plug-and-play factory
sheds — to attract investment,
strengthen supply chains, and
generate employment in the
electronics sector.

Union IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw had said that the pro-
jectisaligned with the Centre's
focus on boosting domestic
manufacturing and job cre-
ation. “The project will lead to
the creation of world-class in-
frastructure and generate
15,000 jobs,” he had added.

Gleaming interiors, building with
green features: Showcase Noida

Drishti Jain
Greater Noida, April 9

TWELVE DAYS after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for-
mally inaugurated the Noida
International Airport (NIA), the
sounds of machinery on stone
fill the air as workers race to
make the project ready for its
usersover the next few months,

The inside of the terminal
building looks setto accept pas-
sengers already, its shiny,
scrubbed floor made of locally
sourced red granite gleaming.

“The building of the airport
is 80% completed. Only a few
things such as electrical fit-
tings, CCTV security cameras,
and a fully functional gas
supply remain tobe completed.
They will be done very soon,” a
supervisor at the site said dur-
ing a media visit on Thursday
afternoon.

The airport, which is spread
over1,334 hectares of land, will
be developed in four phases,
and is projected to have a pas-
senger carrying capacity of 12
million perannum at the end of
Phase1. A3900-metre runway
al the airport is ready for flights,
officials said.

“We are waiting for the com-
pletion of the Airport Security
Program (ASP), and once thisis
done, we'll be able to operate,
starting with domestic flights
within45days,” an official of the
Yamuna International Airport
Private Limited (YIAPL)said.

“IndiGo, Air India Express,
and Akasa have shown interest
in operating from the airport.
and oncethe ASPiscompleted,
the DGCA (civil aviation regu-
lator Directorate General
of Civil Aviarion) will decide
the slots. International and
cargo flights are expected to
start by theend ofthe year,” the
official added.

Located in Jewar in Greater
Noida, about 40 km from Pari
Chowk, the airport is expected
to serve a large slice of the
population of Delhi and NCR,
aswell as parts of Western Uttar
Pradesh. Once the airport is
operational, the Capital will
join Mumbai as a city with two
large airports.

The airport building is in-
tended to showease the at-
tributes and traditions of Uttar
Pradesh, its holy cities and
rivers. The ultramodern airport
will have every feature, amen-
ity, and technology to ensure
passenger comfort and con-

While the building of the airport
is 80% completed, a few things
such as electrical fittings, CCTV
cameras, and a fully functional
gas supply system remain to be
installed. AsHinay saHa

venience, officials said.
"Passengers can use the Di-
givatra app in their phones to
go seamlessly from the en-
trance gate of the terminal
building right up to the board-
ing gate,” an official said.
Terminal 1 of the airport
sprawls over 1,37985 sqm, and
will have 48 check-in-counters

airport prepares to welcome flights

and 20 baggage drop-off sta-
tions. Nine security lanes will
ensure faster security checks,
officials said. Ten domestic
gates will have aerobridges to
begin with, they said.
Theairport design incorpor-
atesenvironmental conscious-
ness, with enough natural light
and bamboo seating in the

waiting hall. There will be
charging stations for electric
vehicles (EVs), and an all-elec-
tric fleet of vehicles on the air-
side, officials said.

There are plans foran RRTS
at the airport, but the project
will initially take off with con-
ventional transportation with
taxis and buses,
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Indigo aircraft
grounded after
vehicle hit at
city airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: An unat-
tended third-party vehi-
cle on Tuesday rolled into
a parked IndiGo aircraft at
Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose International Airport,
prompting the airline to
pull the plane out of service
for checks.

IndiGo said the vehi-
cle, stationed on the apron,
moved on its own and
made contact with the air-
craft. The matter has been
reported to the concerned
airport authorities, and
standard protocols have
been initiated.

The aircraft was sched-
uled to operate flight 6E
6663 to Guwahati but has
since been grounded for a
comprehensive inspection
and necessary maintenance.
The airline maintained that
the aircraft will return to
service only after it is fully
cleared. An alternate aircraft
was deployed to operate the
Guwahati flight, allowing
operations to continue with
minimal disruption.

No injuries were
reported. The incident has
once again spotlighted
safety practices on the air-
side, particularly the han-
dling and securing of
ground vehicles operat-
ing near parked aircraft at

busy airports.
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Govt cuts airport fees by
25% to ease cost pressure

NARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: A sudden shift
in aviation fees emerges amid
growing pressure from higher
fuel prices linked to unrest in
West Asia. To ease financial
strain on carriers, authorities
have adjusted ground service
tariffs for local flight opera-
tors, the officials informed on
Wednesday.

A quarter drop in landing
and storage expenses will apply
across Indian airports begin-
ning immediately. This tempo-
rary change lasts exactly ninety
days without possibility of
extension. Decisions followed
internal reviews assessing eco-
nomic stress within the airline
sector. Charges normally con-
tribute significantly to airport
revenue streams. The adjust-
ment reflects sensitivity to
operational cost spikes beyond
carrier control.

Movement comes directly
from the national civil aviation
office. Financial relief targets
only services operating inside
national borders. Effects may
influence scheduling and pric-

INSIGHT

» Financial relief targets
only services operating
inside national borders

» The step aligns with
wider efforts to
assist air travel amid
growing difficulties
tied to soaring
worldwide aviation
turbine fuel rates

ing decisions by airlines during
the coming weeks.

This step aligns with wider
efforts to assist air travel amid
growing difficulties tied to soar-
ing worldwide aviation tur-
bine fuel rates. Though global
fuel expenses climbed rapidly,
authorities previously lim-
ited how much of those rising
ATF costs could be transferred
to local airlines — setting a 25
per cent ceiling — to ease finan-
cial pressure on carriers while
avoiding heavier impacts on
travellers. Despite worldwide
challenges, attention stays
fixed on keeping air travel costs

steady, stated Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu.
With recent cuts to airport fees,
stress on carriers should ease -
thus limiting steep ticket price
increases, he observed.

Without delay, a reduction
of 25 per cent in landing and
parking fees now applies at key
airports regulated by the Air-
ports Economic Regulatory
Authority of India. This move
follows guidance from the min-
istry, taking force right away.
For domestic air services, these
revised rates remain valid across
a three-month period. Revenue
losses tied to the adjustment
shall be addressed later, through
recalibration in upcoming pric-
ing reviews. While operations
continue, financial balance will
factor in such changes when tar-
iffs are reassessed.

Besides, directives have
reached the Airports Author-
ity of India to apply comparable
cuts at smaller airfields nation-
wide. With such alignment in
policy, carriers serving urban
hubs along with local routes
may experience notable finan-
cial easing.
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Cut airport fees for domestic
flights by 25% for 3 mths: Govt

Bid To Ensure
Air Fares Don't
Defy Gravity

Times News Network

New Delhi: In a bid to pro-
vide reprieve to airlines af-
fected by the US-Tran war, the
aviation ministry has direct-
ed all 34 major airports to re-
duce landing and parking
charges for domestic flights
by 25% for three months.

Accordingly, Airports Ec-
onomic Regulatorv Author-
ity on Tuesday issued an or-
der directing the operators
of airports in Delhi, Mum-
bai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad
and others to do so with im-
mediate effect.

With assembly elections
in crucial states like Kerala
and West Bengal on the hori-
zon, the aviation ministry is
making all possible attempts
to ensure that domestic air-
fare hikes don't defy gravity.
Thehike indomestic ATF was
capped at 25% this month.
The ministry made a rare in-
tervention in airport tariffs,
given that a majority of them
are runon a PPPmodel.

Theorder reads: “Landing
and parking charges (part of
aeronautical tariff) at all ma-
jor airports shall be reduced
by 25% from the prevailing
tariff. This reduction comes
into immediate effect and will

I il

Under-recovery will be trued up
during tariff determination of the
next control period, Airports
Economic Regulatory Authority said

be applicable on all domestic
flights for a period of three
months. The decision shall be
reviewed prior to completion
of the three-month period.
Any under-recovery from ag-
gregate revenue requirement
will betrued upduring the tar-
iff determination of the next
control period.”

This menth, oil market-
ing PSUs hiked aviation tur-
bine fuel base price for do-
mestic and international
flights by 25% and over100%,
respectivelv. The Air India
group and IndiGo have hiked
their fuel surcharge, Cou-
pled with airspace restric-
tions to the West that force
airlines to take much longer
routes to Europe and Ameri-
ca, apart from far fewer
flights on lucrative Gulf
routes and a weak rupee, air-
lines have been badly hit.
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26 Kenyan women held with
29kg gold at Mumbai airport

Ahmed.Ali@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI) has arrested 26 Keny-
an nationals — mostly elder-
ly women — for allegedly
smuggling 29.4kg of gold
worth Rs37.7crore from Nai-
robi, marking one of the lar-

i m
ol e i
caalad Muaatatiane ara invitad far

gestseizures inrecent times.

Acting on specific intelli-
gence and digital profiling,
DRI officials waited for the
group on Wednesday at Ter-
minal 2. Given heavy pas-
senger traffic, officers chose
to monitor the suspects near
the arrival area of flight KQ
202 and planned to intercept
them after they crossed the
green channel. Around
11lam, the passengersapproa-
ched the green channel but

noticing officials, gathered
near baggage belts. Upon qu-
estioning, 25 passengers
identified themselves, while
the 26th was detained by im-
migration authorities for at-
tempting to use a fake pas-
sport,

All 25 denied carrying
contraband. However, a se-
arch of two passengersledto
the recovery of gold bars
concealed in their shoes,
promptinga broader search.



,ﬂ.IF{F‘Uh IS AUT HC"F# F‘Y

Corporate Communications Directorate

1?' iNLHﬁl.

THE TRIBUNE

DELHT

10 ARPRETT 2046

Row over stray dogs at IGIA;
DIAL says norms followed

TrBuUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI APRIL 5
Netens have taken to socal
media over missing stray dogs,
namely ‘Brownie' and ‘Kad-
du’, at India’s busiest Indira
Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA), alleging they are being
foreibly removed.

However, Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL), which
manages the airport, has refut-
ed the claims, stating the dogs
are being repularly cared for
and fed by its team, stocfly fol-
lowing vetennary-prescribed
puidelines to ensure  their
health and balanced behaviour

The controversy empted
after animal rights activists
alleged several stedlised and
vacrinated dogs living amund
the amrport were forably
removed. The daims pained
traction after videos surfaced
online purportedly showing
distressed dogs being trans-
ported, with some appearing
disoriented.  fuelling  allepga-
tions of mistreatment,

One such visual showed a
dog with its paws tied while a
staff member appeared to pin
its neck with a stick during
removal from the arport prem-
ises, The incident tdgpered

A

Adug resis at Ind ira Gandhi Inte matmnar Alrp-m

outrmpe online, with many
tsers accusing airport staft of
inhunune treatment

However according to airport
souirees, one o the dogs had bit-
ten two fivers earlierthis weels,
prompting action. Officials smd
that 31 dog bite cases have
been reported acmss all three
terminals of IGIA smee Janu-
ary 1, mising concems over
passenger safety,

In response, Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Limited (DIAL)
issued a statement defending
its handling of community
dops ot the airpart.

“Several community dops
live across the three terminals
and are being repularky cared
forand fed by our team, strictly
following velermary-pre-
seribed pudelines to ensure

their health and balinced
behaviour, " the statement said,

DIAL clanified that the brown
dog seen in the video had
shown signsof agpressionafter
hiting two individuals, “The
dog has been carefully han-
dled calmed, and pently
retumed to its familiar area.
Our approach remains rooted
in care, safety and responsible
management,” it added.

The airpot operator also
urged flvers and visitors not to
feed or engage with stray dogs
in publie areas, warning that
suich actions may unintention-
ally provoke them.

Highlighting the nsing num-
ber of bite cases, DIAL said
ensunng safety for both people
and animals required collec-
tive responsihility.



AIRPUE ISALI‘I HGF’!T? Ii_?f- iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHIT 10 APREIL 2026

UK court orders Spicelet to
pay 58 m to engine lessor

Mew Dulhiz & LUK cowr has
cordered Inda's Spicelet to pay
shout 38 millkon toan ascoralt

engine lessor over umpasd remt
and mantenance charges for
three engines, in the latest
sethack for the cash-strapped
airfine. London’s Commercial
Court granted summary
udgment an Wednesdayn
favour of Sunbird France IZI.Z

SAS ower the L.np\._d it
masterance accruals, |"I'II:'I.“
that Spicelet h::l no viahle
dedence. s Fhi
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UK Court Orders
SpiceJetto

Pay $8 Million

New Delhi: A UK court has or
derod Spicedet to pay about S8
million to an aircralt engine
lessor over unpsid rent and ma-
imtenance charges for thres
engines, in the latest sethack
for the earvier. London's Com
mrcind Court grantasd summa
ry judgment In Gavoir of Sumn-
bird France (2 SAS, citing un-
paid dites and ruling that Spice-
Jet had no viable defonce. The
unpaid rent dates hack to.Jann
ary 2”'."'_" '|"|'I|1h mainterunoe ne
eruals from November 30
The lossor issued default noti
ces in July 222 and reposses-
sed the three engines between
It W22 and mid-2023. Reuters
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Ace Aviation
buys last two
Boeing 777s
oflet Airways
for 568 crore

AKBAR MERCHAMT
Mumbal, April @

THE HOW-DEFURCT JET Aur
wayshasauctoned itslast two
Beeing 777 -300ERaircemit for
1568.18 crore, nearly 5940
higher than the combined
reserveprioeof T3 56.76 crore

The e-avuction, conducted
under Bquidator Satish Kumar
Ciarpta, sawsirong panti cgation
trom Ace Aviaton entaties. Ace
Aviation XIV amuired aireraft
VTET for €319, 13 crome, while
Ace Aviation XV boopht VT-[EU
for T2548.93 crore. The Eroup
had earlier acquired three siml
L pest Abrwiaigs alc raft

The two wide bodyaicmft
wene ameeig the abrline's most
valuable remaining assets. The
reserve prices were sef al
T171.80 crore and T184.95
crore, respectively, with final
bids signifimntly exceedng
these benchmarks. The out-
come highlights ontinued
demand forwide-body alemit,
efherfor operal nsor part-out,
inthe secondary market despite
It‘l"|.1rrl:|I|.|||EJ.-|J |r|:.|:|h'ﬂl.|.':v let
Airways offidally suspended
operatinsonAprid 17,3019

Theaidine entered liguida
tion following a Suprems
Court ordered in Bovember
2024, Jet Alrways Informed
stock exchanpes of the trans
actiononAprell B.
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DGCA orders 5G-safe upgrades for jets

Jatin Grover &
Abhishek Law

jatin.grover@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Ever found your
mobile phone's signal to be
patchy while waiting for a flight?
That's because telecom opera-
tors can't provide stronger sig-
nals near airports, as these can
interfere with a small cockpit
tool—a radio altimeter.

The electronic gauge, which
measures the altitude of an air-
borne plane, feeds data to multi-
ple automated systems on board.
A wrong reading can be a safety
risk, especially during poor visi-
bility. But the restrictions have
sparked concerns as telecom
operators expand 5G coverage
and prepare for even stronger
6G networks.

Now, the civil aviation regula-
tor has asked all airlines to mod-
ifiy the altimeters so that they are
tolerant to 3300-3670 megahertz
(MHz) C-band—a key range of
spectrum to provide 5G services,
according to the Director Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
order dated 19 November 2025.

The US earlier addressed concerns by requiring upgra.destn
aircraft radio altimeters.

Mint has reviewed a copy of the
order.

The reguired modification or
retrofitting must be completed
by 31 December 2027, the order
said.

India is not alone in facing
this challenge. Countries such as
the US and those in Europe have
faced similar challenges, with
regulators proposing deadlines
extending to 2029-2032 for full
fleet retrofits. But that has also

HT

caused a spike in demand.
According to estimates by the
American regulator Federal Avi-
ation Administration (FAA),
upgrades will cost around $4.5
billion for the US fleet alone,

To be sure, the US had earlier
addressed 5G interference con-
cerns by requiring upgrades to
aircraft radio altimeters, setting
a February 2024 deadline. It later
said the entire airline fleet had
completed these upgrades by

September 2023, mitigating
immediate risks. However, the
country now has plans to
expand 5G into a higher spec-
trum band.

Since the 2022 rollout of 5G in
India, telecom operators have
had to limit signal strength near
airports and follow strict exclu-
sion zones to avoid interference
with aircraft systems. According
to the November order, the
DGCA has also prohibited pilots
from conducting automatic
landings and from using
enhanced flight vision systems
for touchdown in aircraft with
radio altimeters that are not tol-
erant of 5G airwaves.

“There are airplanes with an
old generation of altimeters,
which can cause interference
with 5G currently and 6G in the
upper C-band in future such as
4.4-4.8GHz," said Bharat Bhatia,
president of ITU-APT Founda-
tion of India, which works with
industry and government on tel-
ecom policy. “The altimeter
replacement is the only solution,
which could take time owing to a
similar demand from other
developing countries.”
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AlMumbai-B'luru flight scare as engine stalls

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An Air India flight
from Mumbai to Bengaluru
returned shortly after take-off on
Thursday after one of its engines
stalled, prompting the pilots to
issue a “PAN PAN" emergency
call, officials familiar with the
matter said.

The incident involved flight Al
2812, an Airbus A320 Neo, which
was originally scheduled to
depart Mumbai at 2:05 am.

The aircraft took off around
2;30 am but returned to the air-
port within minutes, the officials
said. Passengers reported hear-
ing a loud sound and seeing

Passengers reported hearinga
loud sound and seeing sparks

during take-off. APIFILE

sparks during take-off. “There
was a sound heard and sparks
seen while take-off. The pilot

declared PAN PAN and returned
to the airport within minutes,”
said an official, requesting ano-
nymity.

“Itwas later found that engine
2had stalled,” the official added.

An Air India spokesperson,
however, termed it a precaution-
ary refurm.

“Flight Al 2812 from Mumbai
to Bengaluru on April 9 returned
to Mumbai shortly after take-off
as a precaution due to a sus-
pected technical issue, in accord-
ance with standard operating
procedures. The aircraft landed
safely and is undergoing detailed
technical inspections,” the
spokesperson said.

An airport official said a local

standby was declared before the
aircraft landed safely. The airline
said passengers were provided
assistance and an alternative air-
craft was arranged.

“We regret the inconvenience
caused to our passengers. Our
Mumbai airport teams provided
immediate assistance, and an
alternate aircraft was arranged
to operate the flight. The safety
and wellbeing of our passengers
and crew remain our top prior-
ity,” the spokesperson added.

Officials said the aircraft, car-
rying 47 passengers, was
grounded following the incident.
“An alternate aircraft was
arranged that departed around
4.45 am,” an official said.
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IndiGo, Bengaluru airport test
contactless international travel

SHEKHAR SINGH

NEW DELHI, APIIL §

Biometnce tmavel, contactless
airport, Digi Yatra and intema-
tional air travel are fast becom-
ing the nest hig shift in India's
miation sector, with Bangalore
International Airport Limnited
(BIAL) and IndiGo completing
a maor global-standand trial at
Eempegowda Intearnational
Aimport, Bengalunu,

The pilot project, conducted
with Digi Yatra Foundation and
Intemational Air Transport
Asgocation (IATA), tested a
seamless international passen-
ger joumey powered entirely

v biometric authentication,
diminating the need for
repeated document checks,
The mitiative 15 a part of
IATA's plobal push to develop
“One ID" based contactless
travel, placing India among
ke aviation markets shaping
the fliture of digital air travel.
Earhier this yvear IndiGo
and Digi Yatra have already
mlled out a biometric-based
Self-Sovereipn Identity svs-
tem for domestic pa ssen pers.
The latest trials at Bengaluru
extend this model to interna-
tronal travel, allowing passen-
gers to move from tcket
booking to boarding using a

single digital identity.

Industry experts said that
this could significantly cut air-
portqueues, reduce processing
ime and improve passenger
esperience Bangalore Intermna-
tional Airport Limited said the
Bengahun airport was current-
by the only Indian airport par-
teipating in this process,

“The project demonstrates
a privacy-first system where
passengers can verify identi-
tv across airport touchpoints
using  farial recognition,
without repeatedly sharing
documents,” said Digi Yatra
Fhundation CEQ Suresh
Ehadakbhavi.
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