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AAlteam inspects 2 locations in

south B’luru for 2nd airport

To assess third proposed site
near Nelamangala today

v

BENGALURU, DHNS:

delegation from the

Airports Authority of

ndia (AAI) inspected
two locations along Kanaka-
pura Road in south Bengaluru
on Tuesday, which have been
shortlisted for building the
second international airport
inthe city.

Both locations — mostly
agricultural and barren land
—are adjacent to each other.

The teamis expected tovis-
it the third location, situated
along the Nelamangala-Kuni-
gal Road, on Wednesday.

The inspection, part of the
pre-feasibility survey, was
undertaken in the villages of
K Chudahalli, Karenahalli,
Veerasandra and Sadanapa-

lya among others.

These villages are located
about 10 km beyond NICE
Road and are adjacent to NH
948.

The team climbed two hilly
areas — one on foot and the
other by car — to get a bird’s
eye view of the location and
assess the topography.

The AAI team was led
by Vikram Singh, general
manager (operations). It
was accompanied by deputy
commissioner of Ramanaga-
ra district Yeshwanth V Gu-
rukar and special deputy
commissioner of Karnataka
Industries Area Development
Board (KIADB) Dayanand
Bhandari.

During the inspection,
AAI officials inquired about

An official briefs theteam fmmthe AlrpartsAuﬂ'lorrty
of India during an inspection of the sites proposed for
Bengaluru's second airport, at Karenahalli on Kanakapura
main road in Bengaluru on Tuesday.

the presence of water and gas
lines, as well as air polluting
industries in the vicinity.

Topography
They also studied the high-
rise buildings in the vicinity
and the proposed pathways to
the airport. There were con-
cerns about the topography
of the area, particularly the
hilly terrain.

In response, state officials
assured the team that these

were just hillocks that could
be easily levelled and that
there were no rocks.

They also proposed merg-
ing parts of the two shortlist-
ed locations in south Bengal-
uru to avoid the hilly terrain
that could potentially pose
challenges.

The officials promised that
thearea had over 5,000 acres
of undeveloped land, a large
portion of which belonged to
the government.

Minister briefed
Laterinthe day, the AAl team
called on Industriesand Infra-
structure Development Min-
ister M B Patil for a debriefing
and courtesy meeting.

“Once the team completes
the study, we willundertake a
feasibility study and prepare
adetailed project report. We
will consult experts who have
built large airports in differ-
ent cities across India. The
proposal will be discussed
in the Cabinet meeting,” the
minister told reporters.

“Bidadi and Harohalli are
not being considered for the
second airport,” Patil clari-
fied.

Township at Bidadi

“We have shown locations
along Kanakapura Road.
Another location is near
Nelamangala, which is
within the 50-km radius of
Vidhana Soudha. In Bida-
di, deputy chief minister D
K Shivakumar is planning
to build a township,” he
said.
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Time to fly:
More passengers

fly out to various
tourist
destinations
during summer.
The Airports
Authority of India
will open more
check-in counters
to ease the
congestion at
the international
terminal of the
Chennai airport.
B. VELANKANNI RAJ

Air travel set to peak this summer
as airlines line up more flights

In February, the Chennai airport handled 4.7 lakh international passengers and nearly 14 lakh domestic passengers. The number is set to

increase in April and May. Anticipating the rush, airlines have added 200 flights to popular destinations within the country and abroad

CITY MATTERS

Sunitha Sekar

fter December, the summer is
the time when air travel peaks.
People frantically check flight
fares, driving hours, and put to-
gether last-minute holiday plans. In Febru-
ary, the Chennai airport handled around
4.7 lakh international air passengers and
nearly 14 lakh domestic passengers. This
number is set to increase in April and May.
The Airports Authority of India (AAI) will
open more check-in counters to ease the
congestion at the international terminal.

Compared with the winter schedule,
airlines have added 200 flights this sum-
mer to popular destinations in the country
and abroad. Among them are Delhi, Guwa-
hati, Goa, Varanasi, Madurai, Kochi, Hyde-
rabad, Jaffna, Colombo, Muscat, and Ku-
wait. With the temperature beginning to
soar, those living in the city are preparing
to head out to escape the heat and un-
wind. For those planning to fly out, air-
fares have not skyrocketed yet, as it did in
the December season.

Offbeat destinations

Travel agents say many people may make
use of the steady fares and take the addi-
tional flights. Travellers make quick trips
to Udhagamandalam, Kodaikanal, Kash-
mir, Shimla, Kullu, Manali, Goa, Singa-
pore, Malaysia, or Thailand. But they can
consider offbeat destinations in and out-
side India. Air travel and connectivity have
evolved significantly. Though there are no
direct flights to a few of the offbeat loca-
tions, many travellers do not mind transit.
From Azerbaijan to Bhutan and from As-
sam to the Arakku Valley, there are a few
lesser explored destinations, the agents
say. For international travel though, it is

For those planning
to flv out of the city,

airfares have not
skyrocketed vet,
as it did in the
December season

ideal to book tickets in advance.

T. Devaki, chairperson of Travel Agents
Association of India, Southern Region,
says that for those who don’t mind spend-
ing a little more, Bhutan is a great choice.
“Bhutan has a pleasant climate now and it
is not as commercial and crowded as many
other locations. Be it Paro Taktsang, Pu-
nakha Dzong, Thimphu, or Dochula Pass,
the country has some stunning locales.
Travellers can easily spend 7-10 days and
return to the city,” she adds. Flying to Kol-
kata and then heading to Bhutan would be
a better option to travel from Chennai.

Easy to get visas

Azerbaijan and Georgia have a blend of
pleasant weather, stunning architecture,
and cultural heritage. Sriharan Balan, ma-
naging director of Madura Group, says,
“Azerbaijan is becoming more popular. It
i1s fairly easy to get a visa and people get a
feel of Europe at a much lesser price. In
Azerbaijan, one gets to see a historic city
and ancient mosques, whereas in Georgia,
one can see cathedrals and UNESCO World
Heritage Sites. Georgia has a vibrant night-
life too,” he adds. For both Azerbaijan and
Georgia, travellers from Chennai will have
to transit at Sharjah.

For those looking to step into ofi-the-
beaten-path destinations within the coun-
try, travelling to the northeastern region is
a great option. S. Jeyasekaran of the Travel
Agents Association of India, Southern Re-
gion, says, “Since the access to the region
is not so easy, it is not crowded, and has
preserved its serenity, and one can view
the nature at its best. There are several hid-
den gems in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
and Meghalaya especially,” he says.

From Chennai, one can fly to Guwahati
and then drive down to the respective lo-
cations in these States. Be it Tawang, Ziro
Valley, Tezu, Nuranang Falls, Bum La Pass,

or Sela Pass, Arunachal Pradesh is replete

Since the access to the northeastern
region is not so easy, it is not crowded,
and has preserved its serenity... There
are several hidden gems in Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh, and Meghalaya
especially

5. JEYASEKARAN,
Travel Agents Association of India, Southern Region

with stunning landscapes. In Meghalaya,
one can visit Dawki, Cherrapuniji, Nohkali-
kai Falls, Umiam Lake, and Elephant Falls.

“If one has a little more time, Assam is
another place which should not be missed.
The Kaziranga National Park, the Dibru-
Saikhowa National Park, Majuli, or Silchar
are the locations that one would remem-
ber even decades later. Usually, couples
who don’t mind the travel or lone travell-
ers who would love to explore, trek, or
walk can head to the northeastern region
this summer,” he adds.

Close-by getaway

Travellers who have only a couple of days
in hand, but looking for an affordable and
laid-back getaway close by, can drive down
to Meppadi, view the Kanthanpara Water-
falls, Chembra Peak, or visit the tea gar-
dens. Apart from Meppadi, Mr. Jeyaseka-
ran says, the Kolli Hills is another beautiful
place to explore. “It is a seven-hour drive
to Kolli Hills and a ten-hour drive to Megh-
amalai from Chennai. While the drive may
be long, it is worth visiting both locations
for their landscapes and waterfalls. Many
who prefer trekking head to these loca-
tions,” he adds.

Some of the other small quiet locations
are Vythiri and Lakkidi near Wayanad in
Kerala, the Arakku Valley in Andhra Pra-
desh, and Kemmangundi in Karnataka.
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AAI checks 2 sites
for 2 city airport;
3rd location today

Bengalurn: A team from
the Airports Authority of In-
dia (AATL) has begun inspec
ting the three proposed sites
for Bengaluru's second air-
port, as the city's current av-
iation infrastructure nears
capacity, On Tuesday, the te-
am visited two sites off Ka-
nakapura Road. The thicd si-
te, located along the Nela
mangala-Kunigal Road, will
be inspected on Wednesday:
The visit, from April 7 to
8, follows a Rs 1.2 crore pay-
ment made by state govi to
AAI for a feasibility assess-
ment. Each site spans over
4,500 acres, with the povt
committed to providing the
necessary land. “With the
150-km airport restriction set
o expire by 2033, we are acce-
lerating the process,” said in-
dustries and infra develop-
ment minister MBPatil. mw
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Apex court nixes AAI plea against HC
height ruling on Chembur slum rehab

@-Hnwsoﬁndua.cum

Mumbai: The Supreme Court
on Monday dismissed a plea
by the Airports Authority of
India (AAD against a Feb
Bombay High Court judgment
that permitted a high riseina
slum rehabilitation project in
Laldonger, Chembur

HC directed AAT to issue a
noobjection certificate (NOC)
for height clearance to buil-
ders, noting an appellate com-
mittee had already approved
the height, and it could not be
reversed over minor discre-
pancies in undertakings and
certificates,

Aggrieved by the HC order,
AAlwent to Supreme Court to
appeal. Supreme Court on Ap-
ril 7 dismissed AAT's special
leave petition. The SC bench
of Justices P S Narasimhaand
Joymalya Bagchi said. “We
are not inclined to interfere”
with the high court judgment.

The project has 10 propo-
seqd towers, four rehabilitation
buildings to accommodate 700

he high court directed AAI to issue an NOC for height clearance to builders

slum dwellers, and three fivee
sale towers. Two rehab buil-
dings were constructed up to
15 floors and two free sale buil-
dings up to 14 floors, HC was
told.

Three builders—Paradi-
gm Dotom Buildheights LLE
Jai Bhagwati Developers &
Builders, and R K Madhani &
Co—executed a joint venture
in 2010 to carry out the slum re-
habilitation projectonad.3-ac-
re Chemburplot. Last vear, the
builders petitioned HC again-

st AAl's ordler asking for a fre-
sh application based on rules
that came into existence in
2020. The developers said they
sought a height nod from AAL
and the Slum Rehabilitation
Authority (SRA) for construc-
thon up to 84.92 metres above
the mean sea level (AMSL),
which was approved in 2016 by
an appellate panel of the civil
aviation ministry subject to
an undertaking. They under-
took to abide by “risk mitiga.
thon measures”, including no-

tifying the airport operator
before construction penetra-
tes the “obstacle limitation
surface”.

AAL in its special leave pe-
tition said if the HC judgment
is not set aside, it would face
great hardship. Itstated a revi-
sed NOC for height clearance
could not be issued given that
“econsiderable time had laps-
ed” and the height clearance
request nesds to be “reasses-
sed” under present rufes.

The HC division bench of
Justices Girish Kulkarni and
Advait Sethna in its Feb 17 ju-
dagment said the AAl decision
was “too pedantic”, given that
the height was approved by
theappellate committee onJu-
Iy 11, 206, “Merely because the
petitioners (builders) failed to
provide the name of the signa-
tory on the undertaking and
the addresses of the witnesses
who only signed the underta-
king furnished by the petitio-
ners to the AAL such ministe-
riallapse cannot be held todis-
entitle them from the benefits
of the revised NOC,” HC held.
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RUNWVAYS OF
OPPORTUNITY

Astring of airports in the Gangetic plains aims to change the face of
travel and trade. The first of a two-part series on regional connectivity

An aerial view of how the Solda International Atrpors will look when i s ready

SUBKOM 0V BRATTAHARIEL
Fiogs Dl 3 Azl

EoyEatical rmarkup happening
acrossthreeol netia's most
Lk stnubes — LIy

Pradesh (UP], Bilvir, asid West
Bengal — jsslated popush the countrys
ecatmmicrowlh signaficantly higher
The most vsibie manilestationalihis
willbethe inauguration of Noida
International Alrport in Jewar (L),
baredy BS ke fromn Delhi's Indira
Ganuhi Intemational Aipart,
scheslled this sunumes.

Ouher nodes, loo, are coming upin
ik succestinn across the Gangetic
pladns. tmieforming the pace of
oot ivity across the repion. Trse s
form, though, these are happening inan
uncoordinated hshion, Whileairpors
] merrodinks will multiply mpidly,
mad] linos e weary bediiing in making good
o the potentisl of the densely
popuilbsted region spamitng these three
siales. Their combines] area of 4.24 lakh
s koo, amultitile of irregubarly built
cites and oo towns, iSan e
s ching that alall four sorithem stafes.

Thee tiesit b fake alfafter the Nalda
atrport could be the aleudy operational
Andalairpo in West Benges], whichthe
JEW Groip now plads toadevelop. Bihar,
Ehre shiwvesst off the hlocks, willsee the
renirvated Patra airport inmupemnted
Ister il year: Besides these, there sien

i ST CRT RC Ay P

number of other airpartsin the pipeline.
Whileeach olthese projects s
progressed dlowet than Ehe ariginal
timelines, thecritical mas s now in
e These emerging linksean changs
the ecoivamic geowmaphy ol Lheregion
(bt few gateways to e west and
snuith ol the coumtry, anc wo uld neesn g
brigg il iowr b Deneelemncd -t st By oo
these srates. Let 138 exanine the stste of

FLIGHT PATHS

‘@ Holda International Alrport set
o open this summer with an
Initiad capacity of 12 méllion

already functional and may
bemome & ango hiub with I5W
Graup planningan equity stake in
the project
H Paina alrport has been
upgraded to handle 10 million
passengers annisally, butrnway

state’s migrant and religlous tourist
popudation

W Cargo remains a botthenedc: P
and Bihar have just tewo cargo
terminals each; West Bengal has
ione. Jewar s slated to become a
magor carga hub
' Land amuisition and logistics
Infrastructure remain a
particulanty in Bhar
and West Bengal

Gayi serving Uhe Bodklhist ciccuit with
imtermatiomal Mights o Bangkok and
Yarigor; andiat Darhlongs, Bothof these
haveshampiy cul back travel tirme forthe
sta="s mbstaigtial migrant popuilation
People From the Purnes bell, s locis ol
Large oll-rigratioo, oo lmyger need by
trave] five hours to catcha ight from
Patna. They use Darbhanginstead Omn
orflinasy days, a ticket to Dedhi or

alr ot ivity Al Ahmelabed typically
el B3 D Wihilelee
Froim the Lirmac The outiook for cAargo coed s much higher than
The bégpestof the hubd 4 alo expecied a'trin's AC sheeper chiss
poects B the Noida 16 change, albait §U 110, Ehhe Eriavie] Eiviae
Imermational Afrport graduslly. Expa L] axt] e i wemiting
Jaccorchng b Tata of the cargo business period for tickets, nenver
Progects, the couftractor b expecied Lo remove less thanaweek, makes
fow the project being b critieal battleneck g for e price
developed by Zurich witierein almost 50 per differeioe for travellers.
Adrport Intermational, cent of Indian air Thie challinges fiw e
the afrpost will havean cargo ks handled by alrparts” growth,
Enitial capacity of 12 pust 5% mirports, all of htvdiesres, cormes Froim
mmillion passengen tham n metros muking lnnd svailable
amnuailyamia fimal and ensuAng Cargo
capacity of 70 million, aperntiom.
kg it one of Indis’s largest While
the firsl phaseod the project was 03d challénges persist
scheaduiled tobe opemtiomal by Andal airport hasa rch hintecland,
November 2024, the delay hasbeen including a deepooal belt, that has
minimal created oring of Barpe citiss in theregion,

Al'the other end of the Gangetic
pladig i the Ansdal adrpsort, about S0km
froan Knlksta and which i already
Tanctional with M-l Meghis dadly. For
e densely populated soutlern regian of
theaiate, fhe airpoc has oomess 2 boon.

What mide news recenlly wos the
announcement by JSW Chatrman Sajjan
Jinlal ehan e vl pick s equily
etk in Ther nirport. “This would be owr
firsl entry intnlheairport busines"
Janclal g2 in Kollors,

As a Beridrres Stdndanl neport neted.
the irvestapesit Chrough the grocg
cotmpany, JAW InFrastnect ure, woulbld
s bivying a stake from private
imeestorsin the Bengal Aerotmopodis
Progescts Ligl {RAPL), the onmpadmy thst
rutain the pirpaort. The Wes Bengal
governmme il owisk & 2 per cent stakedn
EARPL while Singpore’s Changi Afrport
s 33 per cent. The state s now begun
toexploreairport allermatives, sochias
scaling up operstions Mrom Bagdogra,
which cofiriects botl D gesding and
Gangrok.

Afrports are petling iractson in Lhess
belns. Rituaraknady hus two Rally
Tanctional xirports other than Patna At

all el which ame chafing st Che oot
cofwectivity out of those towns. The
hemwily urban popuilation has b depenid
sty ool Enks toconnect with
Kolkataintheeast, or o Greway Delhi
o the west. Disgprileils potential, old
rigie co il Etymse the profect. Hndal
cavitioned that laisd issiies could Rareinp.
“We wanta clean dare " he said.

W Berigan] s alsn peprpered with old
miEitary airstrips, which have been
slhauittered o no Ll wasavailshls 1o
risake thesi coammencially viahle

Uptheriver, the expaimsion of Patna
adrpont s also been eluick s Bar dise b
Land issues. The Afrports Authooty aff
Iniiz, which operates it, has fioond it
cannotexpand the rimway, whichis
cuirrently just over 2 om long. Instesd, it
has aclded s parallel tad track oofTer
everymetre-ofthe stripfar the afcralt o
B o take of L The government-rin
company has done better in refurbishing
Uhe permminad, abmose budlding i afresh,
anc] moe Uho triphing s hoandiing
capacily from 3 million toup ko 10
million passengers anmelly. The new-
ook airport wasscheduled tobe
Ermugarafed i Faniary tis year, but the

WIEOE WTENNANIONAE AIRPOET

temeline has been revised 1o April.
Isiterniational Mights, o long-standinss
demand of the state’s residents, are
ecpecied Lo restme wiltl the new facility.
Both BATL and Patna will need o
povide space for langer cargo
operatinn, ssdesand From cities o
kovwer logl stics oosts b Uhe regison rises
sharply. A Decenaber 2024 study by the
Matiomal Council of Applied Economic
Recearch (NCAER), tinled “Framework
for Assessment ol Logisties Cost In
India”, motes: “Logstics oot s
implicatinns on Lhe country’s
mnnabciuring sector, export
compeliivensss, amd global
positioning ™ Ome of those costs s duat of
mnking aviilabbe land pascels sxily.
Some althese olwtncles nre the
reson [he lutest annual version of the
Logiatics Ense Across DiTenent SLales
2024 report of the comnaerce and.
indhstry gty s Gl clube Bihar and
W=t Renggal in the sscond and third
iy of their groupstiterms of
ke on ko ks Among
i ocked srates, LT does vweell 2500
mchiever, slong with Haryana,
Tetanganaand Ctaraklsned Pl il b
B pridless 200 s £ DteT b ot vLy.
Far airparis Lo become viable
commercis cenires, they nieed lund fof
krgEstics operalions. Both Bibar and 1P
havejust Pwoair carpo terminals sach,
wihile Wiest Bemsgal loss onlyane Crisil
data showes that as of July 2024, the

pgaverement had |:|1J=n'L|L lised] B4
airporisand 579 roules under its “Uds
Dhesil ki Ao Mgk (roughly, “May
Indlia’s coamm om citheen alsofy by afr™)
scheime o incresse regional peet atio
“While the lmpact is senallal prreent,
withnir trafTic in these airports
contributing shout 2 per centof
domesticafrtraffic, thise regional
rotites will be inpostant a4 fhey provide
feexderiralliciothe et noairpors,”
Crisilsadd

Wihat abowt cargo lubs?
The ot ook for cadgn nibsis also
expeciedinchange, albet pradual b

Abrports, Hkethe one st PFalnaand the
newly inaugusated anealAyodiya, are
meanl primaly for passengers. Jewar,
howeves, isexguscied (o be ndia’s Bargest
cargo by, as P pishes ipoedl oz 3
sranufactiering centre. BiltainBharis
alsrespected o focus on cargs, allowing
Lhe s Lale 1o fimally see it potential s s
fond processing giant materialise. In
B gt FY 26, Uniicin Flnamce MEister
NirmalaSitharaman had announced
that a food processing instiruts woukl e
get up in Bibor, The importance oL Anidal
il sy beas o carpo haids,

Expansiorofthe curgob oo is
expected tomnoves critical boteneck
wherein almost 80 per cent of Indisnais
cinrgn s bascdled by just six ainports, allof
themin metros. The “AarCangoOutlook
02E-2029" repoct, Biuesd by TrandeData
Servioes i reseanch menoe openiied by
Bopsrics consulting frm Trsde aned
Tratmpof gtoip, propcts Indisnai
cargn tohitabaoit & oyillicr Lonoes (MT)
by the end ol Lhisdecsde, up from about
A7 MTin 2025 Thedata, thixigh, ishased
an profectiong of growth of e-commierce,
tihdch s ok L e oy T sieses driver of
airports on the northert Iidian plads.
Carpocampaniss like Dubai-based
Salitadr, which i planninglotap o the
Indizn crrgormarket, ane focusing on
Dedlel, Meberi anel Aloanedabs]

As the NCAFR report of Bt year
notes, "o India, logistics costs are
penceived tobe disproportionately lkigh,
Irnpocting mamifoturiog growth e
ecoommc competitiveness.”

The rimg ol airpoarts along Uhe Gamgiey
coild bepintomeantrglilly dhoise
these manbers

Tommarvorn: Bt Hil! Transl Sysiem — Uie
Faaslig quee st inn
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Driver and colleague
injured; probe on
v

BENGALURU, DHNS

24-year-old IndiGo custom-
A:r service executive died
fter the office cab she was
travelling in crashed into the rear

of a parked bus on theinternation-
alairportroad in the early hours

h ; nt p;f;t'-in thecab
was completely crushed.

of Monday, police said.

Snehal, a native of Madurai,
Tamil Nadu, succumbed to her
injuries at a nearby hospital. The
cab driver, Vinay, 28, and a fellow
IndiGo employee, Kausar Kha-
num, 21, sustained injuries, but
are said to be out of danger.

The Chikkajala traffic police
said the accident occurred be-
tween 4,30 am and 4.45 am near
the ITC Factory, while the cab
was en route to the Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA).

Sneha and Khanum were
picked up from their designated

point in Dwarka Nagar near
Bagalur Main Road. Vinay was
their regular cab driver, a police
officer said.

“Seeing the signal turn red,
Vinay reportedly took the service
road and was speeding towards
the airport. Vinay did not notice
a private bus that was parked on
the side to pick up employees of
acompany in Doddaballapur,
leading to the crash,” the officer
added.

The front portion of the cab
was completely crushed.

Sneha and Vinay sustained

head injuries, while Khanum
suffered minor injuries.

They were rushed to a private
hospital in Hebbal via a toll
ambulance. Sneha died around
7.40 am.

The police have registered a
case against both the bus driver—
for illegal parking on the service
road —and Vinay for rash and
negligent driving.

An investigation is underway,
and medical reports are awaited
to determine whether Vinay was
under the influence of alcohol at
the time of the accident.

IGo sfer dies after cab crashes into stationary bus on airport road

Airline’s statement

“We are deeply saddened

by the tragic loss of our
colleague and extend our
heartfelt condolences to her
family and loved ones. We are
distressed by the accident,
and our thoughts, prayers,
and support are with those
affected during this incredibly
difficult time,” IndiGo said in a
statement.

The airline assured full co-
operation with investigating
authorities and support for
those impacted.
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Parandur airport gets the

final approval, T.N. to float
bids for the project shortly

The proposed airport will be nearly 42 km from the existing air]

hort in Meenambakkam. With three

mid-field airport terminal buildings, the project is estimated to be built at a cost of 27400 crore

Sunitha Sekar
Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

hennai’s second air-
C port at Parandur

has finally received
the in-principle approval
from the Centre, sources
aware of the development
told The Hindu.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment will soon go ahead
and float bids for this pro-
ject.

On March 28, the Tamil
Nadu government was in-
formed that the Steering
Committee recommended
the project and sent it to
the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion for the final approval.

The Parandur project
needed a two-stage appro-
val from the Ministry of Ci-
vil Aviation—the site clea-
rance and the in-principle
approval. After the site
clearance came through in
August 2024, the Tamil Na-
du Industrial Development
Corporation (TIDCO) had
sent the application in Sep-
tember for the grant of in-
principle approval. Seven
months after the applica-

Much-awaited nod: The site for the new airport at Ekanapuram. It will be built on 2,172 hectares and
will have two parallel runways. FILE PHOTO

tion was examined and af-
ter quite a few queries
were raised, the announce-
ment of grant of approval
came on Tuesday.

The proposed airport
will be nearly 42 km from
the existing Chennai air-
port in Meenambakkam.
With three mid-field air-
port terminal buildings,
the Parandur project is es-
timated to be built at a cost
of 327,400 crore.

The phase I project cost
is 11,445 crore and TIDCO
targets to begin the con-
struction of the project by
January 2026 and finish it
in about two years. The to-
tal land area identified for
this project is 2,172.72 hec-
tares and the proposed air-
port will be built with two
parallel runways.

This airport has been
planned for code 4F and
future aircraft trend re-

gquirements, sources said.
The phase 1 terminal will
be spread over an area of
3,951,380 sq.metres.

“Nearly 95% of the ten-
der has been drafted, and a
few things have to be final-
ised. After it is ready, the
tenders will have to be sent
to the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion as per the procedure.
Once they give a go-ahead,
it can be floated,” a source
said.
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Airport Theory: What 1s the Tisky’
trend taking over social media

Pics: iStock
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?;: — searches for ‘airport
theory TikTok’ and
‘what is airport -
theory’ since While a few

__Anagha Sawant March this travellers have | .
year recently posted viFieus - -1 Lolo
new social media trend is taking off, of thgmselues testing lolosmith98
Athrilling some travellers while worrying the ‘airport theory’ on - - @lolos
. ﬂthﬁrs. The trend - ttlle ‘airport mel?ll;y’ clliallengeh - 5“*35" “Wldiﬂ- 5“"“1 ] "8 ‘ | will literally never play
ares travellers to arrive at the airport with barely enough time nelizens have reacte 3 o . i
to spare before their flight’s gate cllilnses. d . with Al rpﬂl‘t theary apalb.

X user Betsy Grunch recently shared a video testing — Pro Sleepist | have trauma.
the airport theory by arriving just 30 minutes be- - @cryshots

fore boarding. She clarified it wasn’t intentional That Ti ; _ _
but took the chance to try the viral concept. t TikTok airport theory trend is so stupid. I'd

Luckily, she made it to the gate on time. Ac- _1 S " ~ \ rather loiter at the airport lounge than get to the
cording to news reports, travellers are de- £ R A : "Wl airport for boarding ti
liberately arriving just 15-30 minutes be- . e TAR g time

s

fore gate closure, turning a routine air- ~
port visit into a high-stakes race. '
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L While it aims to cut

Risks involved NN L) waiting times, air travel’s
« High chance of missing your flight RE- § Y - _UnPrEletﬂblllfy makes it
* No buffer time for unexpected delays . impractical and stressful

* Long security queues or baggage : : .
: - Jyoti Mayal, chairperson of the Tourism
checks could ruin your plans and Hospitality Skill Council

rr
:.: o Ly | )
el M7 *

How it works

Travellers who follow the ‘airport
theory' rush through terminals,
quickly passing security in a
frantic attempt to catch their
flight. It suggests that by
minimising luggage, checking-
in online, and using fast-track
lanes, you can be through the
airport in just 15 minutes. On
TikTok, influencers like Michael
DiCostanzo have shared videos
of their last-minute dashes
through major hubs like LAX and
Atlanta International Airport

- making the impossible look
almost doable.

Why travellers

follow this trend

* To skip the wait and head
straight to boarding

» Less time at the airport
means fewer temptations to
splurge on

» To avoid crowds in congested
terminals

» The excitement of making

it just in time adds an

adventurous twist to travel

Experts warn

Jay Bhatiaq, vice president of the
Travel Agents Association of
India, cautions travellers about
the financial risks. He says,
“Being marked as a no-show
could result in losing your entire
itinerary, and rebooking may
incur hefty penalties. To avoid
such costs, travellers should
follow practical travel habits—
arriving at least two hours before
domestic flights and three hours
before international departures.”
“The trend adds pressure on
airport staff, causing chaos
during peak travel. Unforeseen
delays like security checks or
traffic worsen the risks,” says
Jyoti Mayal, chairperson of

the Tourism and Hospitality

Skill Council. "Statistics show
monthly 3-5% of passengers miss
their flights, impacting airlines
and airports with disruptions,
dissatisfied customers, and
logistical challenges,” she adds.
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|Gl May See Flight Delays
As One Runway Is Closed

Instrument Landing System Upgrade To Take Four Months

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Passengers fly-
ing in and out of the Delhi
airport may witness flight
delays over the next four
months as the airport’s ma-
in runway (28/10) has been
shut down for instrument
landing system upgrade
(ILS) on one end. This has
been done to cater to CAT 111
operations in the coming
winter season in order toen-
hance handling capacity.

Flight delays will be mo-
re when wind direction (eas-
terlies) leads to aircraft lan-
ding from Dwarka side and
taking off towards Vasant
Vihar —instead of the other
way round when westerlies
are blowing.

Runway 28/10 was closed
on Tuesday (April 8). Now
when easterlies blow as has
been the case since Tuesday,
departures can happen from
two runways (09 and 11 left or
11L.) and arrival only on one
(11rightor11R)becauseof the
orientation of the runways.

“On the other hand when

T - —

The work is under way to cater to CAT Ill operations in the coming

winter season in order to enhance handling capacity at the airport

westerlies blow — which is
the case mostly — runway 27
can be used in mixed mode to
handle both arrivals and de-
partures while runway 29L
and 29R are used for only arri-
valsand departures, respecti-
vely,” said people in the know,
adding, “Easterly windsarea
temporary phenomenon in
this time of the year, likely to
change as per Met depart-
ment in a day or two.”

A flight getting delayed

at theairport will mean con-
sequential delays on all the
othersectorsthat particular
aircraft has to operate that
day. And being India’s busi-
est airport, the number co-
uld be significant.

Airlines have according-
ly started warning passeng-
ers. “Runway upgradation
work is currently underway
at IGIA and is expected to
continue until July. During
this period, flight schedules

may get impacted and we ad-
vise all customers to closely
monitor their flight status
on our website or app beftore
headingtotheairport:” Indi-
Gosaid on X on Wednesday.
The Delhi airport opera-
tor said on X that it “is cur-
rently undergoing essential
runway upgrades, reflecting
our long term commitment to
enhancing airport infrastruc-
ture and improving travel ex-
periences. We are working
closely with all stakeholders
to minimise any potential im-
pact on flight operations. Pas-
sengers are advised to check
with their respective airlines
for latest flight updates. We
regret any inconvenience
caused and thank you for your
understanding and support.”
Runway 28/10 is expected
to remain closed till July-
end. “The end of runway 28
on Dwarka side did not have
CAT III B. The ILS is being
upgraded and then both ends
of runway 28 will allow lan-
dings during low visibility,”
Delhil International Airport
Ltd CEO Videh Kumar Jai-
puriar had said this in Feb.
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Al passenger pees
on fellow traveller

on Bangkok flight

New Delhi/ Mumbai, April
9 An Air India passenger
allegedly urinated on a fel-
low passenger during a
flight Mrom the national cap-
ital to Bangkok on
Wednesday. according to
sources. As an interim
measure, the sources said
Air India has put the male
passenger in the nofly list
for one month,

In a statement, the Tata
Group-owned airline said
an incident of “unruly pas-
senger behaviour™ was
reported to the cabin crew
operating Night AIZ336 from
Delhi to Bangkok on
Wednesday.

“The crew followed all laid
down procedures, and the
matter has been reported to
the authorities, In addition
to warning the unruly pas.
senger, our crew offered to
assist an aggrieved passen-
ger to take up a grievance
with authorities in
Bangkok, which was
declined at the time,” Air
India said.

However, the airline did
not elaborate on the unruly
passenger behaviour.

The sources said the pas-
senger allegedly urinated
on a co-passenger, reported-
Iy a senior executive at a
multinational company, and
both the passengers were
travelling in the business
class. The airline has
reported the matter to the
directorate general of civil

aviation (DGCA), they
added.
When asked about the

incident, civil aviation min-
ister K. Rammohan Naidu
on Wednesday said the min-
istry will take note of the
incident and speak to the
airline,

“If there is any wrongdo-
ing., we will take necessary
action,” Mr Naidu said on
the sidelines of an event in
the national capital.

According to Alr India,
the standing independent
committee will be convened
to assess the incident and
determine the action, if any,
to be taken against the
unruly passenger.

“Alr India continues to fol-
low the SOPs as laid out by
DGCA in such matters,” the
statement said. PTI
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Man pees on co-passenger
on Delhi-Bangkok A-Iflight

Apassengertravellinginthe
business class of an Air India
flight from Delhi to Bangkok
on Wednesday allegedly
urinated on a senior corporate
executive, aviation industry
sourcessaid.

This is the third such
incident on-board a flight
since 2022.

The senior executive,
sources said, worksfora
leading multinational
corporation in the automobile
sector. Air India confirmed the
incidentin astatementbut did
notdisclose the identities of
eithertheaccused orthe
victim. Theairline's
spokesperson said, "Air India
confirmsthat anincident of
unruly passenger behaviour
was reported to the cabin crew

operatingflight Al2336, from
Delhito Bangkok, on 9 April
2025. The crew followed all laid
down procedures, and the
matter has been reported to
the authorities."

"In addition to warningthe
unruly passenger, our crew
offered to assistan aggrieved
passengertotake upa
grievance with authoritiesin
Bangkok, which was declined
atthe time. The standing
Independent Committee will
be convened to assess the
incidentand determine the
action, ifany, to betaken
against the unruly passenger.
Air India continues to follow
the SOPs as laid out by DGCAin
such matters," the
spokespersonadded.

BS REPORTER
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IndiGo beats Deltato
briefly become world’s
most valuable airline

Nudges past Delta's $23.18 bn with mcap of $23.24 bn

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 9 April

IndiGo, India’s largestairline,
flirted with global supremacy
on Wednesday as it briefly
overtook US-based Delta Air
Lines to become the world’s
most valuable airline by mar-
ket capitalisation, according
to Bloomberg data.

Riding high on a rally,
IndiGo’s share price soared to
a peak of 5,265 during the
day. At around 2.30 pm, the
airline claimed the top global
spot with a market capitalisa-
tion of $23.24 billion — nudg-
ing past Delta’s $23.18 billion.
The lead was short-lived and
by market close IndiGo’s val-
uation slipped to $23.16 bil-
lion, just a notch below
Delta’s, the data showed.
IndiGo is the world’s second
most valuable airline by mar-
ket capitalisation.

It’s a notable achievement
for an airline that started com-
mercial operations only in
August 2006. Delta has been
flying since 1929.

Just six years ago, Delta’s
market value was $36.67 bil-
lion, while IndiGo’s was $7.72
billion. IndiGo operates 15,768
flights per week — up 12.7 per
cent compared to April last
year, according to aviation
analytics firm Cirium.

Delta operates 35,144
flights weekly, 6.6 per cent
higher than the correspon-
ding month last year.

As of the end of 2024,
IndiGo had a fleet of 437 air-
craft. With massive orders
placed with Airbus, the air-
line has locked in deliveries

FLYING HIGH

Top 3 global airlines by market cap ($ bn)

=== Delta Air lines

5.15

Apr 8,16 Apré,‘19 Apré,‘25

Source: Bloomberg; compiled by BS Research Bureau

through 2035. It is scheduled
to receive 925 new aircraft
from the European plane
manufacturer over the next
decade. To meet the growing
demand in the country's air
travel market, Indian carriers
have placed multiple aircraft
orders since 2023. In February
2023, Tata-run Air India
group placed an order for 470
planes: 250 with Airbus, and
220 with Boeing. In June
2023, IndiGo made the
world's largest aircraft order
by signing a deal for 500 nar-
row body A320neo family
planes from Airbus.

In January 2024, new air-
line Akasa Air placed an order
for 150 B737 Max aircraft with
Boeing. Three months later,
IndiGo placed its first-ever
order for wide-body aircraft,
securing 30 A350 planes from
Airbus, marking a significant
step towards expanding its
international operations and
network. In October 2024, Air
India placed an order for 85

23.18

= Ryanair
= |nterGlobe Aviation (IndiGo)

4o
30
20

more planes with Airbus.

Air India group and IndiGo
hold more than 90 per cent of
the domestic passenger mar-
ket right now.

India is expected to
become the centre of world
aviation in 15 years due to
capacity and professionally
run airlines, said Edward
Delahaye, head of customer
accounts for India and
South Asia at Airbus, in
February 2024.

India has about 800 com-
mercial aircraft in its skies
and the majority of them are
from European plane-maker
Airbus. “If you add domestic
traffic growth, the GDP [gross
domestic product] growth in
the country, recapturing a lot
of international traffic from
other international airports,
and establishing India as a
connecting place in the world,
Ithink the prospects of Indian
aviation are very bright, well
beyond what we are seeing
today,” Delahaye said
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Airbus-Mahindra to build H130

fuselages

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Airbus and Mahindra Aero-
structures on Wednesday
signed a contract for manu-
facturing H130 helicopter
fuselage, according to a state-
ment from the Civil Aviation
Ministry.

Minister for Civil Aviation,
Ram Mohan Naidu, chaired
the signing ceremony, the min-
istry said.

This manufacturing contract
marks a pivotal moment in In-
dia’s aviation journey, further
strengthening the global confi-
dence in the country’s industri-
al potential, the ministry said.

The ministry added that the
partnership between Mahin-
dra Aerostructures and Airbus
underscores India’s progress in
the aviation sector and the gov-
ernment’s steadfast commit-
ment to the ‘Make in India’ and
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat' initiatives
spearheaded by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Highlighting India's rapid
aviation growth, the Minister
shared that India is set to be-
come one of the world’s largest
civil aviation markets, with over
2,200 aircraft expected to join
the fleet in the next 20 years.

By 2030, India will handle

630 million passengers annu-
ally, growing at a CAGR of 6-8
per cent.

Over the next 10-15 years,
the domestic aerospace manu-
facturing market can grow
to a USD 10 hillion industry,
encompassing structural com-
ponents, avionics systems, and
more, he said.

The Minister also acknowl-
edged the exemplary contri-
bution of Indian MSMEs and
startups, which supply over
USD 2 billion worth of aircraft
components annually to global
OEMs like Airbus and Boeing.

The event builds on the mo-
mentum from a February 2025
meeting chaired by the minis-
ter, focusing on accelerating
aireraft component manufac-
turing in India. Attended by se-
nior officials, mdustry leaders,
and experts, the meeting aimed

to chart a unified roadmap for
holstering domestic production
and enhancing global competi-
tiveness.

Secretary, MoCA, Vumlun-
mang Vualnam in his address
emphasized how the HI30
fuselage contract will not only
bring cutting-edge technolo-
gies and jobs to India but also
catalyze the development of
domestic MRO capabilities
and a robust manufacturing
baseThe two Final Assembly
Linesin India; one for the C295
military aircraft, inaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Spanish PM Pedro
Sanchez, and the upcoming
HI125 helicopter assembly line
stand as beacons of India’s
thriving aerospace ecosystem
and its strategic partnership
with global players like Airbus,
the ministry added.
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HARYANA GEARS UP FOR
PM MODI VISIT ON APRIL 14
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PM to inaugurate state’s first commercial airport in Hisar and lay
foundation stone of 800-MW thermal power unit in Yamunanagar

NEERAJ MOHAN
CHANDIGARH

aryanagearsup for
the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's

visit to the state on April 14,
a day that promises to fuse
infrastructure milestones,
religious symbolism, and
political outreach. Timed
strategically with Dr. Bhim
Rao Ambedkar Jayanti, Mo-
di's visit—the second since
the BJP’s sweeping victory
s in the October 2024 As-
sembly polls and recently
concluded municipal elec-
tions—carries profound sig-
nificance for both Haryana
and the ruling party.
During the day long visit
the Prime Minister will
inaugurate the state’s first
commercial airport in Hisar
and lay the foundation stone
for an 800-megawatt ther-
mal power unit in Yamu-
nanagar markings dual
thrust toward development
and socio-political consoli-
dation. Chief Minister Nay-
ab Singh Saini, addressing

VISIT BIG GIFT TO HARYANA'S PEOPLE: CM SAINI

B Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini,
addressing the media after review-
ing preparations, hailed the visit as
a "big gift” to Haryana's people.

M "Through these development
works, the Prime Minister will
connect Viksit Haryana' with Viksit

Bharat',” Saini said

® In Hisar, Modiwill flag off the maid-
en flight to Ayodhya from the newly
opened Maharaja Agrasen Airport,

the media after reviewing
preparations, hailed the
visit as a “big gift” to Hary-
ana’s people.

“Through these devel-
opment works, the Prime
Minister will connect
Viksit Haryana' with "Viksit
Bharat’,” Saini said empha-
sizing the transformative
potential of the projects.
In Hisar, Modi will flag off
the maiden flight to Ayod-
hya from the newly opened
Maharaja Agrasen Airport,
ending decades of waiting
for domestic air connectiv-

ity in western Haryana.
The choice of Ayodhya as
the first destination adds
a layer of religious reso-
nance, aligning with the
BJP’s broader ideological
narrative. Meanwhile, the
Yamunanagar event will
see Modi lay the foundation
for an 800-megawatt unit
at the Deenbandhu Chhotu
Ram Thermal Power Plant,
a Rs 7272 crore project
spearheaded by Bharat
Heavy Electricals Limited
(BHEL). Agriculture Min-
ister Rana described it as a

ending decades of waiting for do-
mestic air connectivity in western
Haryana.

“milestone in Haryana's de-
velopment,” project comple-
tion by 2028. This addition
will boost the state’s power
capacity from2,582 MW to
3382 MW, addressing the
growing energy demands
of anindustrializing region.
PM Modi's visit underscores
the BJP’s broader vision of
developed India, with Hary-
ana as a key pillar. “These
gifts of development will
benefit not just Haryanabut
the entire country,” Sainias-
serted, echoing the party’s
“Viksit Bharat” pledge. The

B]JP’s decision to schedule
the visit on April 14—Dr.
BR Ambedkar’s birth anni-
Versary—is no mere coinci-
dence. It's a calculated move
to strengthen ties with the
Scheduled Caste (SC) com-
munity, akey demographic
that raised concerns over
alleged constitutional over-
reach during the 2024 elec-
tions. BJP state president
Mohan Lal Badoli called it
“a matter of great pride for
Haryana,” noting, “Modi ji
keeps Haryana so close to
his heart.” The visit, follow-
ing the party’s “triple-en-
gine government” success—
control at the Centre, state,
and local levels—serves as
both a thank-you to voters
and a reassurance to SC
constituents.

The Hisar airport will
serve residents of Hisar,
Sirsa, Fatehabad, Rohtak,
Jind, Bhiwani, and Charkhi
Dadpri, slashing travel times
to Delhi and beyond, while
the Yamunanagar power
unit promises economic
growth and job creation.
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I AAIB Sets up Flight
Recorders Laboratory

NEW DELMI Aircraft
“ Accident Investigation

Bureau (AAIB) hassetupa

flight recorders laborato-
ry that will help itin carrying out more
effective probes into accidents. Civil
aviation minister K Rammohan Naidu
inaugurated the laboratory inthe
AAIB premises in the national capital
on Wednesday. Aircraft have Flight
Data Recorders (FDRs) and Cockpit
Voice Recorders (CVRs). They provide
thorough data about the planes
concerned and are very helpful during
accident investigations. AAIB director
general GVG Yugandhar said it not
only does the investigation but also
prevents accidents. FORsand CVRs
are very important for investigations,
he added.
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Al Passenger Urinates
on Co-Flyer on
Delhi-Bangkok Flight

‘ PTI

New Delhi | Mumbai: An Air
India passenger allegedly urin-
ated on a fellow passenger du-
ringaflight from Delhito Bang-
kok on Wednesday, accordingto
sources.

Asan interim measure, the so-
urces said Air India has put the
male passenger who allegedly
urinated on the fellow passeng-
er in the no-fly list for one
month.

In a statement, the Tata Gro-
up-owned airline said an inci-
dent of “unruly passenger be-
haviour”™ was reported to the
cabin crew operating flight
AI2336 from Delhi to Bangkok
on Wednesday.

“The crew followed all laid
down procedures, and the mat-
ter has been reported to the aut-
horities. Inadditiontowarning
the unruly passenger, our crew

offered to assi-

= st the aggrie-
The airline ved passenger

reported to take up grie-
ﬁmﬂer vance with aut-
to the horities in

Directorate  Dangkok,
General of which was de-

CivilAviation  Clined at the -
me,” Air India
said.

However, the airline did not
elaborate on the unruly pas-
senger behaviour,

The sources said the passeng-
er allegedly urinated on a co-
passenger, reportedly a senior
executive at a multinational
company, in the business class
section of theflight. Theairline
has reported the matter to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), they added.

When asked about the inci-
dent, civil aviation minister K
Rammohan Naidu on Wednes-
day said the ministry will take
note of the incident and speak
totheairline.

“If there is any wrongdoing,
we will take necessary action,”
Naidu said on the sidelines of
aneventinthenational capital.

According to Air India, an in-
dependent committee will be
convened to assess the incident
and determine the action, if
any, to be taken against the un-
ruly passenger.

“Air India continues to follow
the SOPsaslaidoutby DGCA in
such matters,” the statement
said.

DGCA norms are in place to
tackle on-board disruptive and
unruly behaviour by passeng-
ers. These include settingup an
internal committee by the airli-
ne concerned to decide on the
action to be taken against the
unruly passenger.
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IndiGo Soars Above Delta to Briefly be
World’s Most Valuable Airline by Mcap

Market value hits a record high of $23.45 b, crossing Delta Air Lines’ mcap of $23.18 b

KairaviLukka

Mumbai: InterGlobe Aviation, parent
of IndiGo, became the world's most
valuable listed airline in Wednesday’s
trading, albeit briefly, pipping Ameri-
canairline giant Delta Air Lines —the
world’s largest by revenue.

The company’s market value hita
record high of $23.45 billion on Wednes-
day, crossing Delta’s market cap of $23.18
billion of Tuesday. Atclose, InterGlobe’s
market cap was $23.1 billion.

The stock rose to a record high of
75,265 beforeending 0.7% higher at
¥5.194.9 on Wednesday.

The market value of both the airlines is
neck and neck. Delta Air's revenues are
nearly eight times that of InterGlobe.
The recent strength in InterGlobe shares
and the decline in Delta Air shares led to
the gap in the market cap narrowing.
InterGlobe shares have risen 13% sofar
in 2025, while Delta Airisdown 35% in
the period.

Analysts say the company has beena
favouriteeven in adeclining market
because of its dominant market share
and falling oil prices.

“IndiGo remains a structural story,
which isaplay on Indian macros, like
the rising middle class population, and
changes in transportation preferences
fromrailways to aircrafts,” said Sabri
Hazarika, senior research analyst-
institutional research, Emkay Global.

Airline

M-Cap®

Revenue from Net income

US $ million

g P

Biz-Total™  after Tax**

Delta Air Lines 23,177 61,643 3,457
InterGlobe Aviation 23,156 8,326 987
Ryanair Holdings 20,537 14,581 2,079
United Airlines Holdings 18,380 57,063 3,149
Air China 15,277 23,170 -341
Southwest Airlines 14,204 27483 465
International Consolidated | 13,964 34,726 2,956
Singapore Airlines 13,317 14,142 1,950

*InterGlobe Mcap based on Wed closing; rest based on Tuesday closing. *"Based on FY24
SOURCE: EIKON / Compiled by: ETIG Database

ANALYSTS SAY

Valuations may only
re-rateaslongasthere
Isnoslowdowninthe
business. Some peg price
targetat 36,000-6,140

IndiGo hasthe highest share in the
Indian market, at about 64 % in Februa-
ry,as pera DGCA (Directorate General
of Civil Aviation) report. IndiGo has
also benefited because of the troubles at
Spicedet.

Hazarikaseesal5-16% earningsona
compounded basis and its valuations
may only re-rate from these levels as long
as there isnoslowdown in the business.
His price target of 6,000 implies an
upside of 15.5% from current levels.

Dharan Shah, founder of Tradonomy
Research, said the company’s current
market capitalisation isatabout 2.5
times its sales, which is not overvalued
compared with other domestic busines-
ses in the same sector in India.

“Soeven as0% increase in airline traffic
over the next 5 years could rapidly eleva-
te profitability,” he said. “The overhang
from the promoter selling is also done
with, and we are now very bullish on
IndiGo, with a price target of ¥6,140.”
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XLR deliveries expected this
year, says IndiGo CEO Pieter

YIVEAT SUSAN PINTO
HMumbai, April &

INDIGO IS EXPECTED to receive
deliveryof the Airbus A321-XLR
alrcraft in the current financial
year, said chiefexecutive officer
(CEQ)Pieter Fberson Wednesday.
IndiGo has more than 60 orders of
the A321-XIR from Alrbus. The
aircraft will enable flying on
longer routes from India to desti-
nations located in Europe and
centmlAsia, something the airline

was constrained in doing at the
moment."We are discussing with
Airbus the exact date and timing
of the delmvery of X1LRs, Weare pos-
itive that wewill get them in this
financial year. For us to have the
XLRisan exatng moment Weare
fiving from Mumbai to Mairobi,
ut we annot fly from Delhi to
Mairobi in terms of operational
capabilities. We can fly from Dethi
to Mairobi with the XLR whichwill
openupawhole ange of network
opportunities,” Hberssaid
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IndiGo overtakes Delta, briefly

INDIGO BRIEFLY
BECAME the world's
most valuableaidine
on Wednesday,
surpassing Delta
with a market cap of
$23.24billion as its
shares touched
-5,265. By market
close, its valuation
dippedto $23.16
billion, just below
Delta's. IndiGo now
ranks second
globally by market
cap—a remarkable
feat foran airline
that began in
August 2006. Justsix
years ago, Delta was
worth $36.567 billion,
while IndiGo

stood at

$7.72 billion.

fin % billion)
231.18
23.15

Top global listed aidines by market cap
Dalta Air Lines

InterGlobe Aviation (IndiGe)
Ryanair Holdings

United Airlines Holdings

Air China

[ Ry

intemational Consolidated airline ([ 13.98

Southwest Airlines

Singapore Airlines
China Southern Airlines
Turk Hava Yollari AQ
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Airbus tobuy
$2 bn of parts
from India each

year by 2030

MIHIR MISHRA
April 9

AIRBUS PLANS TO bolster its
sourcingfrom Indiato $2 billion
a year by 2030 — a jump of
almost 4 3% from the current
levels — asiteyesgrowing sales
in the South Asian nation's
booming aviation market.

“We have a target,” Remi
Maillard, presidentand manag-
ing director of Airbusin India
and South Asia, told reportersin
New Delhi, adding that this
quantum of sourcing will be
achieved “wellbefore 20307

The Toulouse, France-based
firm sourced $1.4 billion of
products from Indiain 2024,an
increase of 40% from the previ-
ous year, Maillard said. That
compares with 5500 million
worth of procurement from
Indiain 2019, he said.

The decision to boost sourc-
ing reflects India's growing
importance, with its domestic
aviation market ranked the
world’s third largest. Airbusin
2022 estimated India will need
2,210 newaircraftover the next
20years. Indian carriers have a
pending order book of about
1,800 aircraft — one of the
world'slargestorder pipelines—
with Airbusand rival Boeing.

The growth in sourcing
from India is unprecedented
despite  the numerous
approvals and procedures that
are required, he said.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

SCALING HIGH

B India's aviation market
is now the 3rd largest
globally

m$1.4 bnsourcedin 2024
— up 40% from 2023

® Airbus partners with
Mahindra Aerostructures
for H130 fuselage

® Deliveries from Mahindra
to begin March 2027

Airbus is one of the biggest
suppliers to IndiGo and Air
India, two of the country's
largest carriers.

Maillard, who was speaking
atanevent to announce a part-
nership with Mahindra
Aerostructures, said the Indian
company will manufacture
tuselage for its single engine
H130 helicopters.

Mahindra Aerostructures
will start deliveries to Airbus
from March 2027, the Indian
company saidina statement.

—BLOOMBERG

Thu, 1@ April 2025
https://epaper.finz
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NBFCs to benefit from gold loan norms

HARAYAMAN ¥
Chennai, April ¥

THE RESERVE BANK of India's (REI)
draft guidelines to harmonise gold
loan regulations across lender cate-
gorieswill hel pgold loan NBFCs gain
a level playing field with banks,
which currently benefit from
cheaper funds, higher loan-to-value
ratios, and | ower disdosure regquine-
ments, say industry insiders,
Acconding to thedraft, normsfor
lending against gold must bepart of
lenders’ credit and risk management
policies, inclhuding single-bormwer
and sectomal imits for pold loan port
folios.Alllbansmust belinked to the
borrower srepayment capacity, sup-
ported by propercreditappratsal and
due diligence. Lenders are also
required to put systems in place to
monitorend-use of loans and main-

tain records.

“The RB1's dedsiontoharmonise
gold loan miles and regulations will
be beneficial for all stakeholders,
especially gold loan NBFCs” said VP
Nandakumar, MD and CEO of Man-
appuram Finance,

“NBFCshavealways beenatadis-
acvantage compared to banks as the
latter have access to cheaper funds,
are elipibie to offer pold-based agri-
cultumal loans, enjoy higherloan-to-
value ratios, and benefit from
fovoummblerenewal policies. This sce-
nadowill change following the cen-
tralbank’slatest decision,"headded.

The draft comes at a time when
gold loans are rising sharply amid
tightening credit in the unsecured
arid microfinance segments, and a
rally n gold prices, Outstand ing goid
Inans by banks and NBEFCs jum ped
T7% year-on-year to T1.78 lakh

croveas of fanuary 2025

KG Anil Kumar, chairman and
mana ging director of Kerala-based
ICL Fincorp, said the dmft is essen-
tially a consofidation of existing REI
gold loan guidelines. He noted that
while NBFCs were carlier omlly
instructed to publish gold auction
notices in newspapers the require-
ment is now fomalised,*From 75%
LTV ratio to tmnsparent gold loan
auctioning, all the guidelines are
alreadyfollowed by NBFCs noweven
banks need to follow them”

Shares of Muthoot Finance fell
12% afterthe povemor announced
that draft guidelines would be
issued. Manappuram Finance and
IIFL Finance were also down 3-8%
during the day. However, the stocks
pared lossesafterthe governorclari-
fird that the move wasnot atighten
ing, but arationalisation.
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Will aviation disputes be easier to resolve?

What does the Protection of Interests in Aircraft Objects Bill, 2025 entail? What is the Cape Town Convention and Protocol? Will the Bill make it easier for lessors
to repossess aircraft? What has been the response from the leasing industry?

EXPLAINER

Jagriti Chandra

The story so far:
arliament last week passed the
Protection of Interests in
Aircraft Objects Bill, 2025. The
proposed legislation
establishes a legal framework to resolve
disputes between airlines and lessors over
high-value aviation assets, such as aircraft,
helicopters, and engines. The legislation
aims to align India’s aviation laws with
international standards, in order to boost
investor confidence amid rapid fleet
expansion by IndiGo and Air India. Once
enacted, the law will streamline
processes, allowing lessors to repossess
aircraft for unpaid dues, avoiding lengthy
court proceedings like those seen with
GoFirst’s 2023 shutdown. However, the
industry remains worried over the lack of
ease of doing business as well as
complicated tax laws in the country.

What is the Bill and what are is its
provisions?

The Bill implements the Cape Town
Convention and Protocol, which is an
international treaty adopted by the
United Nations aviation watchdog, the
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO), in 2001 and signed by India in
2008 following a Cabinet approval. The
Cape Town Convention and Protocol
standardises transactions involving
aviation assets such as aircraft and
engines, and provides remedies for
creditors in cases of financial default by
airlines towards the lessors they rent
aircraft from.

Speaking in the Rajya Sabha, the
Minister for Civil Aviation Ram Mohan
Naidu said that the Bill will “provide a
significant boost to the leasing industry,
which is the need of the hour.” This he
said would be made possible by providing
much needed legal clarity, while referring
to past disputes such as those involving
SpiceJet and the now defunct GoFirst,
where the absence of a uniform
legislation often led to challenges in
interpreting the Cape Town Convention
and Protocol by courts. It also led to
difficulties for lessors in re-possessing
their assets rented to airlines. The
Minister also said that airlines have
informed him that such a legislation could
bring down leasing costs by 8-10%, which
he claimed would offer a trickle-down
advantage for passengers through lower
airfares. The Minister said that the Bill has
the potential to promote domestic leasing
in the Gujarat International Finance
Tec-City (GIFT) City in Ahmedabad.

The Bill designates the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) as the
Registry Authority for the purposes of the
Convention. Such an authority is
responsible for the registration and
de-registration of aircraft. The Bill also
empowers the DGCA to issue directions to
implement the Convention. It lays down
the obligations of debtors, such as
airlines, which include submitting a
record of dues to the DGCA. It also
defines remedies available in case of a
default in payment that includes the right
to take back possession of the asset within
a period of two calendar months or a
mutually agreed upon period, whichever
is earlier. The Bill will also have an
overriding effect, which means that if
there is any inconsistency between the
Bill and any other law, the provisions of
the Bill will prevail.

Why has the Bill been introduced?
The Bill was introduced to address

I

t
|

Complex legalities: An abandoned Kingfisher Airlines aircraft rests near Knowledge City, Serilingampally in Hyderabad on February 24. SIDDHANT THAKUR

long-standing challenges in India’s
aviation sector, particularly the legal
uncertainties faced by international
lessors and creditors.

The necessity of such a law was
witnessed at the time of the closure of
Kingfisher Airlines and GoFirst as well as
in disputes involving Spicejet. Despite
India’s accession to the Cape Town
Convention in 2008, the lack of
implementing legislation meant that
domestic laws, such as the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC), often conflicted
with international standards. This led to
difficulties in repossessing aircraft during
airline insolvencies, as seen in the case of
GoFirst (2023). These inconsistencies
increased risks for lessors and lowered
India’s compliance score on the Aviation
Working Group’s (AWG) Cape Town
Convention Index (previously at 50, now
improved to 62, with a target of 90).

The Bill aims to resolve these issues by
providing legal clarity, aligning India with
global norms, and reducing the financial
burden on airlines.

For instance, during the shutdown of
GoFirst, which sought voluntary
insolvency before the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) in May 2023, the
court granted the airline protection under
moratorium from adverse actions by
lessors, lenders, airports and oil

companies. This prevented the lessors
from de-registering their aircraft and
removing the planes from India within
the permissible five-day period.

Later, they also faced challenges with
respect to accessing aircraft for carrying
out maintenance to ensure airworthiness,
and also found themselves repaying
exorbitant dues owed by the airline to
airport operators for expenses incurred
on counter and office space, ground and
cargo handling apart from aircraft parking
costs.

How has the decision been received
by the leasing industry?
The Bill has been broadly welcomed by
the industry as far as disputes and
concerns over ability to repossess aircraft
go, though some say it is like “closing the
stable door after the horse has bolted,”
referring to the challenges posed by
GoFirst, SpiceJet and Kingfisher Airways.
Executives in the international leasing
industry explain that the claims promoted
of reduced leasing costs as a result of the
proposed law are not entirely true as the
creditworthiness of an airline, its
financials and volume of orders are the
real driving factors, especially for airlines
like Air India and IndiGo, as the industry
is bullish about their growth prospects.
However, smaller airlines and start-ups

may benefit through a 10% rebate in
interest rates offered by the EXIM bank
for financing of aircraft leasing,.

Similarly, airline executives state that
claims of a likely respite in airfares are
exaggerated as ticket prices are driven by
market forces of demand and supply for
air travel, and that costs incurred by
airlines don’t drive the fares.

However, the Bill will lower the risk of
doing future business in India, which will
impact an airline’s net income.

But the industry is worried about
India’s complicated taxation regime.
Many lessors of a large airline have been
speaking in hushed tones about IT notices
being slapped on them for operating
through Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs)
to lease airplanes as they are not allowed
to have a permanent establishment in
India.

The industry feels the government is
arm-twisting international lessors to set
up a local arm at GIFT City, Gandhinagar,
where the government aims to create its
own ecosystem for domestic leasing.

An executive from a major leasing
company, speaking anonymously,
described the Indian taxation regime as
“whimsical, suspicious, and inconsistent,”
citing these issues as key reasons for the
lukewarm response from the leasing
industry to GIFT City.

THE GIST
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Parliament last week passed
the Protection of Interests in
Aircraft Objects Bill, 2025. The
proposed legislation
establishes a legal framework
to resolve disputes between
airlines and lessors over
high-value aviation assets,
such as aircraft, helicopters,
and engines.

w

The Bill was introduced to
address long-standing
challenges in India’s aviation
sector, particularly the legal
uncertainties faced by
international lessors and
creditors.

b

Executives in the international
leasing industry explain that
the claims promoted of
reduced leasing costs as a
result of the proposed law are
not entirely true as the
creditworthiness of an airline,
its financials and volume of
orders are the real driving
factors, especially for airlines
like Air India and IndiGo.
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Airbus,
Mahindra ally
for helicopter
fuselages

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Eurmpean acrospace ma
mufacturer Airbus said it
has awarded a contract for
mizking the main fuselage
assembly of the HI30 heli
copter to Mahindra Aeros-
rructures P, Lid. in India.

Mahindra will produce
the H130's main fuselage
assembly which will then
he shipped to Airbus Heli
copters” facilities in En
rope, The manufacturing
will sturt immediately with
the first cabin assembly set
for March 2027 delivery.

The HI30 is an interme-
diate single-engine heli-
copter used for passenger
rransport, tourism, busi-
ness aviation, medical air-
lift and surveillance.
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| PUT ON NO-FLY LIST |

Air India flyer urinates on co-passenger

MNeha LM Tripathi
neha.tripathi@htlve com

MNEW DELHI: An Indian national
has been placed on Air India’s
no-fly list for a month after
allegedly urinating on a co-pas-
senger while seated in business
class on a flight to Bangkok

The incident ooourmed on Air
India's AI-2336 flight from
Delhi to Bangkok on Wednes-
day. According to people famil-
inr with the matier. the passen-
ger immediately apologised for
his behaviour.

Internal documents identi-
fied the victim as Hiroshi
Yoshizane, managing director
of Bridgestone India, who has
not yet pressed charges.

An Air India spokesperson
confirmed the “unruly passen-
ger behoviour™ on flight AIZE35

INTERNAL DOCS
IDENTIFIED THE
VICTIM AS HIROSHI
YOSHIZANE,
MANAGING
DIRECTOR OF
BRIDGESTONE,
INDIA

on April 8.

“The crew followed all laid-
down procedures, and the mat-
ter has been reported to the
authorities. In addition to
warning the unruly passenger.,
our crew offered to assist an
agericved passenger to take up
a gricvance with authorities in
Bangkok, which was declined
at the time.” the spokesperson

said.

“Air India continues o fol-
low the S0Ps (standard operat-
ing procedures) as laid out by
DGCA (Directorate General of
Civil Aviation) in such matters,”
the spokesperson added.

According to officials famil-
jar with the incident, it
occurred during descent when
the passenger in seat 2D uri-
nated on the co-passenger sit-
ting in seat 1D “The cabin crew
learned about the matter from
the passenger sitting in 107
one official said.

The passenger in seat 2D,
identified as Tushar Masand,
was relocated to seat 14C and
given a wamning while the crew
assisted the affected passenger

“Masand apologised for his
behaviour,” an airline official
said.

When asked by the crew,
both passengers imvolved
declined to file a complaing
with the airlime. "Not only
Yoshizane, the airline asked all
the business class passengers if
they wanted to raise a com-
plaint against Masand; how-
ever, all of them declined,” a
second official said.

“Yoshizane remained calm
throughout, whereas Masand
repeatedly apologised to him.
When asked if he wanted to
pursue the matter, Yoshizane
said that he didn't want to
waste time after landing,” the
official concluded.

A ministry official said, “The
incident is very unfortunate
and is being dealt with priority.
The investigator in-charge will
be handling the motter as per
global practices.”
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Airbus ties up with Mahindra to
expand India sourcing to $2 bn

Neha LM Tripathi lL_ldua and South Asia. empha-
neha. tripsthighifve cam siged the CGJ'HPEI.FL_"' E ST.I"EI.I:égJC

commitment to India. “We have
NEW DELHI: Alrbus will increase a strategic plan for India and we
its sourcing from India to 52 bil- are implementing it to develop a

lion well before 2030, bolstering
the country’s manufacturing
ambitions through a new part-
nership with Mahindra Aero-
structures to produce HIZ0 hell-
copter fuselages.

The partnership, announced
on Wednesday in the presence of
civil aviation minister Rammo-
han Naidu and secretary Vum-
lunmang Vualnam, will see
Mahindra Aerostructures Pve
Ltd. (MASPL) manufacture and
assemble the main fuselage for
HI30 helicopters, with deliveries
commencing by March 2027

“Industrialisation will com-
mence immediately, with the
first cabin assembly scheduled
for delivery by March 2027, an
Alrbus spokesperson sald. The
completed fuselages will be
transported to Alrbus helicop-
ters facilities in Enrope for final
integration. The collaboration
strengthens [ndias push to
become a global aviation marnu-
facturing hub. "India wants to
take a lead in aviation manufac-
turing... we want to achieve a
SANY Bl e sce e B the s

Rémi Maillard, president and
managing director of Airbus
in India and South Asia.

of the decade,” Naldu sald.
“The way to bulld this up is
increase our manufacturing sys-
tem step by step. We are getting
closer.... today the final assembly
line of an aircraft has at least one
part manufactured in India "
Naldu highlighted that
approximately 200 MSMES and
startups currently have a strong
foothold In the country's mmanu-
facturing ecosystem. "This col-
laboration strengthens this eco-
system. | believe that we all have
to make significant effores so
that aviation can grow multifold
in the country,” he added.
Rémi Malllard, president and
managing Airartne af Alebie {m

holistic aerospace ecosystem
across all dimensions: assembly,
manufacturing, engineering,
innovation, digital and training,”
Maillard said.

“The HI30 fuselage manufac-
turing contract underscores Air-
bus’ confidence in the growing
industrial excellence of the
Indian supply chain, which
offers the right mix of competen-
cles and competitiveness.”

D Anish Shah. group CED &
MD of Mahindra Group,
expressed enthustasm about the
partnership. “We are delighted
to degpen our longstanding part-
nership with Airbus through this
plvotal aerostructures contract.
It is an honour for us to build on
our proven track record with
Alrbus. This collaboration high-
lights our commitment to sup-
porting the Government of
India’s Magship ‘Make in [ndia®
programme.”

Airbus’ India sourcing has
grown substantally in recent
vears, reaching 514 billion in
2024, up from 51 billion in 2023
amA SEO mmi s ey 000
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Man ‘urinates’ on co-passenger
on Air India plane, apologises

PIONEER MEWS SERVICE B New Dulhi

n yet another case of in-flight
Iinappmpriatc behaviour, an Air

India passenger is said to hawve
urinated on a fellow male passenger an
Wednesday while travelling business
class in an Air India Flight AT 2336 en
route from Delhi 1o Bangkok.

According to sources, the victim is
said to be a senior executive from a large
company, and the erring passenger
repartedly apologised for his action.

The latest case has revived memories
of a similar incident that occurred in
2022 when Mumbai resident Shankar
Mishra had allegedly urinated on an
elderly co-passenger woman on a New
Yurli.-Du:!Ei Air India flight an
Movember 26 that year.

In a statement. Air India said that an
incident of “wnruly passenger
behaviour” was reported on its
Delhi-Bangkok flight on April 9 and the
matter was reported to authorities
{DGCA).

Asked sbout the incident, Civil
Aviation Minister K Rammuohan Naidu
said said his ministry will take note and
speak to the airdine. “If there is amy
wrongdoing, we will take necessary
action,” Maidu said on the sidelines of
an event in the national capital

The airline issued a statement con-
firming the incident and said that the
crew followed all laid-down proce-
dures. “Air India confirms that an inci-
dent of unruly passenger behaviour was
reported to the cabin crew operating
flight A12336 from Diethi to Bangkok on
April 9, 2025. The crew followed all Laid-
down procedures, and the matter report-

ed to the authorities” it said in the
statement.

Air India said the accused was warned
by the crew, and the victim — said 1o be
an employee of ‘a prominemt
multinational company — was assisted in
taking up the grievance with Banghkok
authorities.

“In addition to warning the unruly
passenger, our crew offered to assist the
aggrieved passenger to take up a
grievance with suthorities in Banghkol,
which was declined at the time. The
standing Independent Committee will
be convened to assess the incident and
determine the action, if any. to be
taken against the unruly passenger. Air
India continues to follow the SOPs az
laid out by DGCA in such matters,” the
statement added.

On November 26, 2022, an inebriat-
ed Shankar Mishra wrinated on the
WOman co-passenger on an Air India
flight from New York to Delhi. Mishra
worked as a vice president for Wells
Fargoin India, a multinational financial
services corporation headquartered in
California

Mishra was charged with sexual
harassment and obscenity by Delhi
Police in Janoary 3023, After he was
booked for the act, the aidine barred
him from flying for 30 days.

Ten days later, another similar episode
was reported on a Paris-New Dethi
flight, where a “drunk” male passenger
allegedly wrinated on a female
passenger’s blanket.

In June 2023, an Air India passenger
on a Mumbai-Delhi Hight was detained
for allegedly defecating and urinating on
the floor of the in-flight plane.
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Peegate redux: Biz class
flyer on Al Bangkok flight
urinates on co-passenger

Peegate: No
complaint

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

MNew Delhi: A business class
passenger in the second row
of an Air India Airbus A320
flying from Delhi to Bangkok
Wednesday urinated on a fel-
low traveller in the front row
just before the aircraft lan-
ded, reviving unpleasant me-
mories of the aidine’s first
brush with *peegate’ ona New
York-Delhiflight in Now 2022,
Air India barred the alle-
ged offender from taking any
of its flights for 30 days, pen-
ding further action tobe deci-
ded by an independent panel.
Sources said the flyer;, like
many others on the flight,
was served alcohol as part of
cabin services for internatio-
nal fights, “but wasn't slos-
hed”. Cabin crew gave “assi-
stance” to the victim, who
didn’t file a complaint after

BARRED FOR A MTH

* Al-2336 took off from Delhi
after 2am. Incident happened
nearly 4 hrs later, just before

landing in Bangkok. Pending
further action, flyer barred

from Al flights for 30 days

* All aircraft lavatories were
functional and offending
passenger was wamed, Al said
> 1st ‘peegate’ incident (Nov
2022), too, involved a biz class
flyer. He was later arrested and
lost his corporate job

the offender apologised and
was shifted to anotherseat.
“Air India confirms that
an incident of unruly pas-
senger behaviour was repol~
ted to the cabin crew opera:
ting Aight Al-2336, from Delhi
to Bangkok, on April 9,” an
Air India spokesperson said.

»No complaint, P&

filed by victim

»Continued from P1

he aircraft lavatories

‘ were functional. In addi-

tion towarning the unru-

ly passenger, our crew offered

to assist an aggrieved passen-

ger to take up a grievance with

authorities in Bangkok, which

was declined at the time,” the
spokesperson said.

“Thestanding independent
committee will be convened to
assess the incident and deter-
mine the action, if any, to be
taken against the unruly pas-
senger. Al continues to follow
the standard operating proce-
dures laid out by the Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
insuch matters."

Al-2336 had taken off from
Delhi a little after 2am and
landed in Bangkok over four
hours later.

The Nov 2022 incident, too,
involved a business class pas-
senger who urinated on an el-
derly lady. At that time, the of-
fender was first barred from
flying Al for 30 days and then
putontheno-fly listforanother
four months. Police lodged a
caseagainsthimandhe wasar-
rested in Bengaluru. He later
lost his corporate job.

Since that case, Al has be-
come stricter with its liquor-
service policy.

Before the Nov 2022 ‘pee-
gate’, full-service carriers that
fly abroad like Al, and previ-
ously the erstwhile Jet Air-
ways, were more accommodat-
ing than foreign counterparts
when it came to meeting pas-
sengers' demands for drinks.
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Bomb threat note
disrupts Air India’s

[London-A

Tmaes News NeTwoRk

Ahmedabad: Passengers on
Air India flight Al 172 from
London Gatwick to Ahmed-
abad endured a harrowing ex-
perfence on Tuesday after a
bomb threat note was found
in the aircraft's lavatory
shortly before landing. A full
emergency was declared at
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel In-
ternational Alrport (SVPI) at
8.13am, and the aircraft lan.
ded safely at B.35am. A threat
note scribbled on a piece of
paper was discovered during
the latter part of the flight,

vad flight

“As part of the investiga-
tion, handwriting samples of
passengers were collected to
match with the threat note.
All belongings were scanned
again, and passenger intervi-
ews were conducted by air-
port security and police per-
sonnel,” said a

the develop-

;_:mmpﬂl{:lg an :
sy FLYERS DETAINED 3ourceprivyto
alerttog i

ity e FORCHECKS . hewt

cles,

An SVPI airport spoke-
sperson said, “A throat note
was discovered in an aircrafl
en route from Gatwick (LGW)
to Ahmedabad (AHM). As a
precaution, a full emergency
was declared at Ahmedabad
Alrport at 0813 hrs. The flight
landed safely at 0833 hrs. Air
port operations remain unaf-
fected. SVPLA isactively coor-
dinating with the airline and
security agencies. The safety
of passengers and staff rema-
ins our top priority”

Upon landing, the aircraft
was moved toan isolation bay,
and passengers wereescorted
to a secured holding area wit-
hin the terminal. Bomb De-
tection and Disposal Squad
(BDDS) personnel carried out
a detailed inspection of the
aircraft, luggage, and cargo
hold.

After near-
Iy seven hours of thorough
sereening and  security
checks, theaircraft was decla-
red safe at around 3.30pm.
Authorities confirmed that
the threat was a hoax. Pas-
sengers were allowed to leave
theairport shortly thereafter,
While the incident caused
considerable distress to those
on board, airport operations
continued as usual, and other
flights remained unaffected.
An FIR was registered at
the airport police station, and
investigations are underway
to identify the source of the
note. In 2024, India witnessed
a rize in bomb threats, with
the ministry of civil aviation
reporting 728 such incidents,
T4 of which targeted domes-
tic airlines. From April 2024
till April 2025, Ahmedabad
airportsaw 30 such incidents.

S APRIL 2025
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‘No surveillance cams
in flights to spot hoax
bomb note planters’

V.-Narayanatimesofindia.com

Mumbai: The city airport
police have registered four
cases of hoax bomb threat
notes found in Mights since
June last vear, with perpet-
rators taking advantage of
the absence of onboard sur-
veillance systems. In the la-
test incident, on Monday, a
Jaipur-Mumbai IndiGo air-
craft made an emergency
landingat the city airport af-
ter a cabin crew member fo-
und a bomb threat note in
the galley area.

OnTuesday, Airport poli-
ce registered an FIR against
an unknown individual for
creating panic onboard the
Jaipur-Mumbai flight.

Pointing out the rise in
threatening messages found
in aireraft lavatories among
other locations, a senior po-
lice officer said the miscre-
ants exploit the lack of ca-
meras inside the aircraft to
create disturbances, “They
seem o enjoy spreading pa-
nic amid the crew and co-
passengers. These flyers co-
uld also be someone who
may have a grudge against
theairline over some past in-
cident,” added the officer.

On Monday, the IndiGo
Might departed Jaipur at
7.05pm and was scheduled to
arrive in Mumbai at 8.15pm.

About 20 minutes before its
scheduled landing, cabin
crew member Bhumika Jos-
hi (19} found the note in the
galley area stating, ‘Open
it... Surprise, Bomb is wai-
ting for vou. Guys, not a jo-
ke'. In her statement to poli-
ce, Joshisaid: “I was serving
food packets when I found
the note on the aircraft safe-
ty galley tabletop...l immedi-
ately informed the senior
crew LM Amral...”

Police said the crew aler-
ted the captain, resulting in
security inspections priorto
landing. Enhanced security
protocols were implemen-
ted at the cityairport and the
aircraft, carrying 225 pas-
sengers, landed at 8.50pm,
Extensive searches proved
the threat to be false.

Earlier, on March 10, a
New York-bound Air India
flight returned to Mumbai
after a bomb threat scribb-
led on toilet paper was found
in its washroom. In June
2024, similar handwritien
notes were found in two
Mumbai-bound Vistara
fMights — one from Thiruva-
nanthapuram and the other
from Paris Charles de Gaulle
Airport. All three threats
were found to be false after
comprehensive searches.

Police are yet to make an
arrest in these four cases,
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