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Navi Mumbai
signs as partner
for Airport Expo

Mavi Mumbai International Air-
port Ltd (NMIAL) will be prem-
ium airport partner for upcom-
ing edition of Airport 360 Expo
2026 to be held in Mumbai on
April 23-24. An agreament was
made between NMIAL and
organiser Media Fusion. The
avent will focus on emerging
solutions across terminal devel-
opment, airside operations,
ground handling, maintenance,
repair and overhaul (MRO), and
passenger experience.
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1,250 Gult-bound fruit containers stranded at

Nhava Sheva port; pallets stuck at airports

|
T E Raja Simhan

Chennad

Maore than 1,250 sea contain-
ers carrying fruits, such as
bananas,  grapes and
pomegranates, meant for the
West Asian markets during
the holy month of Ramadan
are srranded at the Nhava
Sheva port near Mumbai
with shipping services dis-
rupted by the Iran war.

Pallets of fruits are also
stuck at several airports as
Gulf-based airlines suspen-
ded operations to the region.

Ramadan is a peak season
for Indian fruits, and export-
ers are worried about the
fate of large volumes stuck at
ports and airports. The
mango season is also set o
begin.

According to Nhava Sheva
port sources, about 1,500
TEUs (twenty-foot equival-

ent units) are lying in the ter-
minal, of which around 1,250
are carrying fruits. The value
of the stranded cargo could
not be ascertained.

Most fruit exports from
India to West Asia move
through Nhava Sheva tw
Jebel Ali in Dubai, with a
usual transit time of two-
three days. Consignments,
mainly of bananas, grapes
and pomegranares, are
stored in reefer containers
that remain plogged in, en-
suring the cargo stays safe
for now, sources said. But a
prolonged delay could be
disastrous.

EAMADAN DEMAND HIT

For exporters, Ramadan is
among the busiest periods as
the West Asia demand
surges. The war has, how-
ever, created a major disrup-
tion. Shipments have been
delayed, logistics costs have

risen, and buyers are cau-
tious about placing fresh
orders.

Exporters say a large share
of their annual business de-
pends on Ramadan sales. If
exports slow during  this
pericd, the produce may
have to be diverted to the do-
mestic market where prices
are significantly lower and
there may not be enough de-
mand to absorb the volumes,

Sourees said two ships are
expected to sail to a port in
Oman in the next couple of
days, and some fruit consign-
ments may be loaded onto
those vessels.

AlR CARGO DISRUPTION

While the disruption is smal-
ler as compared with sea
freight, air shipments of
fruits and vegerables have
also been affected. India air-
litts several hundred tonnes
of fruits and vegetables daily

to West Asia. Flights were
completely disrupted in the
initial days of the conflict,
though there has been some
normalisation recently.

“Shipments to Oman are
least affected. With Emirates
resuming some flights, the
capacity crunch has eased
somewhat, though still far
from normal. Air freight
costs 1o Europe are 50-70 per
cent higher than two weeks
ago,” said Kaushal Khakhar,
CEQ of Mumbai-based Kay
Eee Exports.

According to CK Govil,
CMD of Delhi-based Activair
Airfreight India Pwvt Lrd,
many farmers who planned
to export produce during Ra-
madan have been unable to
do so. “Some airlines thatare
operating have increased
freight rates four-five times
to nearly ¥1,000 per kg for
shipments to Europe and the
US." he said.
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Jewar airport to be
inaugurated soon,
says Naidu

THE GOVERMMENT S.ﬂ-lj
that lewearairport in Uitta
Frades h b-e :nnt d an

serodrome lic ard it

WA dbl: in ai.::u.m ted soon

Ciwll Sonaton Hinister K

Rammchan Naidu said there

B a time penod of 45 days to

two months from the grant

of aerocdrome licence to the
start of actual oparaton
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‘Noidaairportgets Aerodromelicence,
commercialoperationsexpectedin45days’

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
New Defhii, 9March

Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu on
Monday said that commercial
flights from Noida Inter-
national Airport at Jewar in
Uttar Pradesh are expected
to begin within the next one

The Statesm:

and a half months.
Responding to a question
during Question Hour in the
Rajya Sabha, Naidu expres-
sed happinessthat the Noida
airport received its aerodrome
licence from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) last week. He said
that typically it takes 451060

Tue, 10 March 2026
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79328682

days after receiving an aero
drome licence for commercial
flight operations to begin.

He explained that airlines
finalise their flight schedules
only afteran aemdrome license
isissued. "Once the schedules
are finalised, airlines start
ticket bookings on those
routes,” he added.

“The ministry is also in
contact with the airline
companies, and flights will
begin in about 45 days. We
are planning a grand
inauguration ceremony,” he
mentioned during the session.

Naidu also informed the
House thatin2014, India had
74 airports, which has now
increased to 166, He said the
government does not intend
to stop there and plans to
build more airports.

According to the plan, 50

new airports will be built in
the next five years, and 200
more over the next 20 years.
Ag aresult, by 2047 the total
number of airports in India
is expected to exceed 350.
He said that PM Modi
believes that strong aviation
infrastructureis essential for
a developed India. Over the
past 12 vears, both the number
of aircraft and passengersin
the country have doubled.
Currently, around 500000
passengers travel daily on
domestic routes, while about
200,000 passengers travel
on international routes.
The minister also said that
along with increasing the
number of airports, the
government is promoting
seaplane operations, aircraft
capable of taking off and
landing on water surfaces.

&
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Flyers flag lack of
restrooms at airport
Terminal 1 exit area

Divya Shree L |Tnn

Chennai: Passengers arri-
vingatTerminallof Chennai
airport or relatives waiting
for them are finding themsel-
ves without a basic amenity
outside the exit: a restroom.
They either have to take the
lift to the departure level,
walk to the Aerohub mall, or
head to another terminal to
access toilets.

Despite Terminal 1 hand-
ling alarge share of domestic
arrivals, with around 30,000
daily footfalls, there are no
restrooms directly outside
the exit.

Aishvarya A P, a passeng-
er, recalled her experience of
searching for a restroom out-
side Terminal 1 recently
when she urgently needed to
use the facility, as she was on
her period. “Restaurant staff
toldme I would have to go furt-
heroutside touse one, and on-
ce you exit the terminal, re-
entry is not allowed. In situa-
tions like this, it becomes
especially difficult for wo-
men,” shesaid.

ShriSakthi, afrequent fly-
er, said she prefers using rest-
rooms inside the terminal for
safety reasons, but added that
an external facility could
help if properly maintained.
“lamadiabetes patient, soac-
cess to restrooms is impor-
tant. I usually carry nappies
withme in caseof emergenci-
es,” shesaid.

File Photo

INCONVENIENCE FOR PUBLIC

She added that any restro-
om outside T1 must ensure
hygiene and proper mainte-
nance, suggesting that air-
ports could consider techno-
logies such as self-sanitising
lavatories used in countries
such as Japan.

S P Louis, a prepaid taxi
driver, said the absence of a
restroom near the T1 arrivals
exit creates difficulties du-
ring emergencies. “For both
men and women, it becomesa
difficult situation. If we need
to use arestroom urgently, we
have to take the lift to the de-
partures level and walk from
there, which is a long pro-
cess,” hesaid.

Though the plaza const-
ructed near the Tl arrival ter-
minal has toilets, the delay in
its inanguration renders the
facility useless for now. Air-
port authority officials main-
tained that the plaza will soon
be inaugurated and added
that additional toilets could
notbe planned due to ongoing
redevelopment work.
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Airport anti-fleecing drive:
80 FIRs filed against cabbies

V.iNarayani@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Sahar police have
initiated stringent action
against caband autorickshaw
drivers by booking them un-
derextortioncharges, in addi-
tiom to cheating, to curb inci-
dents of drivers threatening,
fleecing and extorting money
from tourists and passengers
leaving the airport’s interna-
tional terminal (T2) and seek-
ing public transport. Eighty
FIRs have been registered in
thelast two months.
Thedecision to invoke pro-
visions of the Bharativa
Nyaya Sanhita for extortion
was taken after Sahar police
came across at least two cases
in which drivers allegedly
threatened passengers after
thejourney had begun and de-
manded excess fares. On
March 2, a 28-year-old execu-
tive with a private firm who
had arrived from Bhubanes-
war was allegedly threatened
by an auto driver and was
seen arguing with him in the
airport area around 1.30am.
*“When the security gunard
on duty went to inquire, the
auto driver initially agreed to
take the passenger to Seven
Hills Hospital by meter but
then threatened that the pas-
senger would have to pay Rs
500 after getting into the vehi-
cle or be beaten up,” police
said. Based on the security
guard’s complaint, police reg-
istered acaseand arrested the
auto driver, Prakash Shetty
(42), under extortion charges.

POLICE HELP CENTRE: REPORT CHEATIHG DRIVERS

WHAT COPS DID

» Due to rising incidents, joint
commissioner of police (law and
order) Satyanarayan Chaudhary
supervised the formation of a

(Zone VIII) Maneesh Kalwaniya,
ACP Rajendra Avhad and senior
inspector Manoj Chalke

» Their task was to prepare an
action plan and set up a police
information centre at the airport

police team which included DCP |

ers in 2 months

ings for 13 cab permits

ing level inside the

m » Among these, 2 cas- ASSISTANCE FOR PASSENGERS
- 1] 5 involved extortion » A police facilitation / about Mumbai city to
> Sahar police sta ot , :
tion registered 80 > Authurlltms started information centre has passengers
FIRs against driv- cancellation proceed- | been set up at P-6 park- > Banners and audio

announcements are

and drivin.g licences airport available in Marathi,

13.:3535 Were 1 vehicles were » The centre has been English, and Hindi to
filed against seized operational since Jan guide tourists

auto rickshaw 6 people have been > |t provides travel in- » One uniformed police

drivers arrested so far formation and brochures ! person is stationed 24/7

His auto has been seized and a
letter hasbeen senttothe RTO
seeking cancellation of his
driving licence and permit,
police said.

The first extortion FIR
was registered on Feb 25 when
a police team posed as decoy
passengers and caught a cab
driver who allegedly threat-
ened a woman police officer
and demanded Rs 1,700 for a
ride to Calaba,

Sahar police arrested
Vaibhav Bhosale (34) at the
airport around Spm after he
allegedly  demanded the
amount for the trip and

threatened assistant sub-in-
spector Smitha Pednekar,
who was posingasa touristas
part of a erackdown on driv-
ers accused of overcharging
passengers. “The accused
threatened that T would have
to pay an additional Rs 350 if 1
did not remain silent and then
accelerated the car” police
said. In another case, a wom-
an from the US was allegedly
fleeced of 200 dollars by two
cab drivers during a visit to
Mumbai on Jan 12. The ac-
cused, Toufique Shaikh (39)
and Deshraj Yadav (50), were
arrested after police tracked

them using an OSINT-based
{open-source intelligence) in-
vestigation tool.

The case gained attention
after the American national
posted about the incident on
social media on Jan 26. In her
post, which went viral, she
wrote: “Landed in Mumbai re-
cently; took a taxi to the Hilton
Mumbai International Air-
port. The driver and another
man first took us to an un-
known location, charged us
$200(Rs18,000), and then drop-
ped us at the hotel, which was
only 400 metres away, Taxi No:
MH (01 BD 5405."
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® Investigation into the crash progressing at good pace: Naidu
Al probe report to be out very soon’

New Delhi, March & Civil back Indians stranded due Investigation Bureau tion and the safeiy of
aviation minister K. tothe West Asia conflict, (AAIB). flight operations. Mr
Rammohan Naidu on  The minister, respond- “Regarding the AIl71 Naidusaid the Directorate
Monday informed the ing to various queries, crash that happened in  General of Civil Aviation
Rajyva Sabha that the told the House that the June last vear, the investl- (DGCA) Iimmediately

AAIB probe into the fatal
crash of the Alr India air-
craft in June last vear s
progressing at a very good
pace, and the investiga-
tion report will be out
“very soon.”

Replying to a supplemen-
tary query during the
Question Hour in the
Rajya Sabha, Mr Naidu
siaid the ministry is doing
its best 1o ensure flight
operations and to bring

probe report into the Air
India plane crash would
be out soon.

Air India’s Boeing TR7-8
plane operating the flight
ATl enroute to London-
Gatwick crashed soon
after take off from
Ahmedabad on June 12,
2025, killing 260 people,
including 241 persons
onboard. The crash is
being probed by the
Adrcraft Accident

gation is going at a very
good pace, and all the
resources that are
required for AAIB. the pri.
mary agency which is
looking into the investiga-
thon, the ministry is pro-
viding.

“And | would say that
very soon, within the com-
pletion of the vear, the
report should be out,”™ Mr
Naldu sald.

On the West Asla situa-

engaged with the airlines
and issued circulars.

“.. YOou can say that they
(DGCA officials) have had
multiple meetings with
them (airline executives)
50 that they can only oper-
ate when they ensure that
100 per cent safety is there
when they are operating
to these airports in West
Asin,” the civil aviation-
minister sald.

— PTI
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Last-minute airspace curbs force
IndiGo to divert Europe flights

5=
Aneesh Phadnis
Bumbai

A Manchester-bound IndiGo
flight returned to Delhi after
over seven hours in the air
and another aircraft was di-
verted to Cairo after being
denied overflight permission
by the air traffic control in
Eritrea.

IndiGo restarted wide-
body flights to Amsterdam,
Manchester and London on
Sunday after seven days
These flights are operated by
Boeing 787 planes leased
from Norwegian airline
Norse Atlantic. They avoid
Gulfairspace, in line with the
European Aviation Safety
Agency recommendations.

While IndiGo's Sunday
flights operated normally, a
confusion over overflight
permission disrupted travel
plans of travellers on
Monday. The aircraft -
ing on the De“ﬂ-hlanmr

flight returned after flying
till Ethiopia, while a London-
Delhi route was diverted to
Cairo.

IndiGo said the
Manchester-bound  aircraft
rerurned due to last-minute
airspace restrictions. “We
are working with relevant
authorities to explore the
possibilities of resuming the
journey,” said IndiGo.

REPATRIATION FLIGHTS
Around 90,000 passengers
returned to India following
partial resumption of ser-
vices. While Jeddah, Muscat

Around 90,000
passengers have
returned to India
following the
partial resumption
of air services

and UAE airports are func-
tioning, the first scheduled
flight from Doha arrived in
Delhi on Monday. On Tues-
day, Qatar Airways plans to
operate flights to Kochi,
Delhi and Mumbai,

Responding to a question
in the Lok Sabha, Civil Avi-
ation Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu Kinjarapu said on
Monday that the DGCA had
engaged with all airlines, and
that multiple meetings had
been held to ensure safe op-
erations. All possible steps
are being taken for the repat-
riation of stranded passen-
gers, he added.

[ran war can raise airlines’ losses, says [CRA

E—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Industry-wide losses of In-
dian carriers could worsen in
F¥26 due to disruption in in-
ternational traffic, weak ru-
pee and rising crude oil price.
Raring agency ICRA believes
Indian airlines could reporta
higher-than-previously  es-
timated net loss of 17,000
18,000 crore in FY26.

On Monday, the crude oil
price surged past S100 per
barrel for the first time in
four years with the disrup-
tion of petrolenm produc-
tion and supply from West
Asia. Stocks of InterGlobe
Aviation (IndiGo) and Spice-
Jet fell 3.4 and 6.64 per cent
on Monday, mirroring the
performance of other airline
stocks in the Asia-Pacific

n

“Around 15-20 per cent of
Indian aviation industry's
revenue is generated from
flights travelling through the
West Asian airspace, and the

IN LIMBO. Between February 28 and March 5, Indian carriers
cancelled 1,770 overseas flights

disruptions have resulted in
not just revenue loss butalso
higher costs owing to addi-
tional airport charges and
additional fuel cost due w
longer routings,” =aid Kinjal
Shah, Senior V-P and co-

up head (corporate rat-
ings), ICRA Ltd.

FLIGHTS CANCELLED

Between February 28 and
March 5, Indian carriers can-
celled 1,770 overseas flights

— 45 per cent of their inter-
national operations. “Pro-
longed and widening conflict
could adversely impact
global ernde supplies and
lead to further increase in
prices. This will push up avi-
ation turbine fuel prices.
Coupled with the depreci-
ation of rupee, the escalating
costs could result in the In-
dian aviation industry re-
porting higher than the
ICRA-estimated net loss of

£17,000-18,000 crore in
FY26,” Shah added

FARE CAPS

Fuel expenses account for
30-35 per cent of airline op-
erating expenses. Aircraft
lease and maintenance ex-
penses are dollar-denomin-
ated, and thus depreciation
pushes up airline expenses.
Jet fuel prices in March are
up 5.7 per cent on a month-
on-month basis,

“1 will not be surprised if
oil companies revise the
rates in the middle of March,
The government should now
lift the cap on airfares that it
had imposed at the time of
the IndiGo flight disrup-
fion,™ a seniorairline execut-
ive remarked.

Indian Oil Corporation
did not respond to a query on
price revision. Along with
the removal of fare caps, air-
lines have asked the Civil
Aviation Ministry for tax re-
lief on jet fuel prices and ra-
tonalisation of airport fees
and navigation charges.
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Air India plane crash
probe report to be out
‘very soon’: Minister

Civil Aviation Minister K Rammohan Naldu
on Monday informed the Rajya Sabha that
the probe into the fatal crash of the Alr India
aircraft in June last year Is progressing at a
very good pace, and the investigation report
will be out "very soon”. Replying to a
supplementary query during the Question
Hour in the Rajya Sabha, Naidu also said the
ministry is doing its best to ensure flight
operations and to bring back Indians
siranded due to the West Asia conflict. PTI
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IndiGo flight to
Manchester
aborts trip,
returns amid
airspace closure

DEEPAX PATEL
Piows Dalla. 3 Masc

An InciGo fight that departsd from
New Delhi for Manchesier on Mondsy
morniegg bl to make a U-turnmid-alr
due o sudden airspace Earicions
near the Ertrean border in Africa.

The dlight refumed to the natonal
capital maround 250 FAl

“[haz 1o the evolving situsion o
aned around she Middle B, some of
o fights meay take loager moanies or
experience  diversions. Cur  flight
&E 053 operaiing from Delhd to Man-
chesterbad toretum iniis origindueso
bo-minme  aimpace  resirictioas,
oming othe-ongoing sisaon in West
Azl IndiGo spokesperson sald.

*We are working with the rel=vant
arsheeitiesin expiore the possibilizies
af resuming the joormey. Asalways. the
mafeiy and sscurity of our custamers,
crew, amd mircrad are of ormoss imspor-
mance i, the spolesperson added.

IndiGio's Europe fighis had not
been operating since February 8,
when the United States and ol car-
tiest out miliary sorikes an fan, tig
gering a fresh condlioy im the Middle
Eaes that becl inthe closureof Large pars
af the region’s aimpace.

The alrling sald on March 7 thai &
would restart ks Eurnpe opemiions i
alrlines grachuadly restored schedules
{nllmwing disrupoions caused by the
evnhing shmation o West Asin and
relared airspace resiTioions.

Hiwewer, mudusiry exeotives said
IncliGo's Europe fights — operated
usireg Boelrg 787 abreraf we-legeed
from Morse Atlantic — s oumently
faldrgz a empger rouie, thytng soth o
Mumbal over Africa before crossing
the Red Seainio Egype.

Thibs bus imcregsed the Blightiime so
v 16 hours and 30 minues.

Norse Azsntic, a Europenn airline,
s avediirg Midctle Exsiermairspece fol-
lorwing an schvisory fromithe
Union Aviation Safety Agency [EASA)
asking Eusnpean canm ers insheer clear

af the region
ImdiGioe I& alsy umabls o mse the
Falisan-Afghanisian corridar

hecause Fakiszan coninues o bar
Inelan carriers Erom s alnspace ol o
ing Operation Sindoor s year
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Al FLIGHT TO
NEW DELHI
CANCELLED

oc
CHENMNAL MARCH 7

An  Alr India Might
scheduled to depart
from Chennai
International Alrport to
Mew Delhl on Sunday
night was cancellsd
after a technical snag
wis detected during pre
flight checks, leaving 143
passengers stranded for
several hours,

The flight was sched-
uled o depart of B pm
from the domestic termi-
nal. Passengers  had
already completed secu-
rity checks and were
waiting to board by
around 7 pm when the
pilal ldentified o
miechanical fault during
a routing inapection of
the alreraf

Sources sakd the pilot
immediately informed
the airport control room
after detecting the lech-
nical problem,
Following the alert, a
teamm of alrerall engl-
neers  inapected the
plane. After a detailed
assessment, they con-
cluded that the lssue
could not be rectificd
Immediately

In view of passenger
safety, Alr India decided
to cancel the fight
Avintion officials said
the timely detection of
the Eilt by the pilot pre-
vented what could hawve
potentially urned [ntoa
serious mid-air incident.

The cancellation
announcement led to
tense scenes At the air
port, with 148 pagsen-
pers gathering around
the  alrline’s  serviee
counter secking clarifi-
cation and alternate
ATTATEEmeN TS,

Amaong the passengers
were several Members of
Parliament, who
expressed  COncern  as
they needed to reach
Mew Delhl orgently to
alttend the wpcoming

Parliament SERE 0N
schoduled for Monday
MOFTing.

Alr India officials kater
managed to pacify the
PAsSENRErS an
arranged  alternative
travel options.

A few passengers with
urgent travel require-
MEnLE Were jecomma-
dited on anothor fight
to New Delhl that
departed at 840 pm. Tho
remaining passengers
were offersd oplions o
reschedule their tickets
for later flights or differ-
ent dates,
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M IndiGo Flight Turns
Back over Airspace Curbs

p NEW DELHI A Manchester
"aﬁ" bound IndiGo flight
returned to the national
capital on Monday due to
certain restrictions when the plans
was to enter the Eritrea airspace,
according to sources. —PTI1
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Air IndiaCrash
Probe Report
tobeOut‘Very
Soon’;: Govt

New Delhi: Civil aviation mini-
ster K Rammiohan Naidu on Mon-
day Informed the Rajya Sabha
that the AAIR probe into the Mfmtal
erash ol Alr Indis aireraft in June
Iast year is progressing at a vory
pood pare, and the investigation
report will be out “very soon”™,

Replving to a supplementary
query during the Question Hour
in the Rajyva Sabha, Naldu said
the ministry is doing its best to
enzsure flight operations and to
bringback Indiansstranded due
tothe West Asiaconflict

The minlster responding o va-
rious queries, told the House thad
the probe report into the Alr Indls
plane crash would be out soon

Air India's Boeing 7878 plane
operating the flight AT enroute
to London-Gatwick crashed soon
after take off from Ahmedabad
on June 12, 2095, killing 260 peo
ple, including 241 persons onbo
ard and the crash isbeing probed
by the Alrcraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau {(AAIB)
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War woes: IndiGo's
flight to Manchester
makes a U-tum

A& MAMNCHESTER:
BOLUKD IMDHGD
flight, o perated

wath a leased
Boeing 787 aircraft, returned
to Ciethi dueto certain
restrictions when the plane
waas Lo enter Lhe Eritrea
girspace, sources said.,
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Airine shares
battered as
airfares surge

REUTERS
Hong Kaong, March @

AIRLINE STOCKS WERE
liamiiedisd oi Monday, while
airfares soared as the US
Israeli war with Iran s=nt ail
prices surgng, sparking fears
ola dl:r:pl!r.sw:-| shump andihe
potential for the widespread
grounding of planses. Somejet
foel p'ri.'r'-: have douhled stnee
the start of the conflict, plling
pressure on carriers already
navigating tight alrspace as
pilots reroute to avoid the
Middle East conflict and
thousands of stranded pas-
senaers try tolmave the egion
“Abzent near-term relief,
aifdines around the world
could be forced to ground
thousands of aircraft while
some of the Industry's finan-
cially weakest carriers could
halt operations,” Deutsche
analysts sid, Im Asia, airline
shares tumbled, with the
worst-hit inchiding Korean
Alr Lines which slid 8.6%%, Air
New Zealand down 7.8% and
Hong Kong's Cathay Facific
dropped 5%. o Europe, Al
France KLM, British Airways
owner LAG, Wizz Alr and
Lufthansa fell between 2.5%
and &, while major US ale-
limes were down about 4% in
pre-market tmding.
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2 IndiGo flights hit by
Eritrea airspace denial

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An IndiGo flight
headed from Delhi to Manchester
returned to the national capital
after being denied entry into Eri-
trean airspace, the carriersaidina
statement, amid confusion over air
traffic routes blocked off due to the
war in West Asia.

Hours later, an IndiGo aircraft
flying from London Heathrow to
Mumbai was diverted to Cairo
after a similar rejection by the Afri-
can nation’s air traffic controllers,

IndiGo said in a statement that
it was “working with relevant
authorities to explore the possibili-
ties of resuming the journey”.

Both flights were being oper-
ated with Boeing 787-9s leased
from Norway-based Norse Atlan-
tic Airways under a “wet-lease” —
an arrangement where one airline
rents aircraft to another, along
with crew, maintenance and
insurance.

According to Flightradar24,
IndiGo G6E33 to Manchester
departed from Delhi at L13am. Fol-
lowing the diversion, it returned to
Delhi at 2.22pm. Meanwhile,
IndiGo GE2? departed London
Heathrow around 3am IST, and it
arrived in Cairo at 11.42am IST.

People familiar with the devel-
opment said the issue on Monday
arose due to confusion among air
traffic control authorities over the
aircraft operating under two air-

line identifiers. IndiGo has used
these aircraft to operate its Euro-
pean routes, However, these flights
have had to fly significantly altered
routes amid the war in West Asia,
with a clutch of countries off-lim-
its. Under the revised routing, air-
craft depart India over the Arabian
Sea before flying further south
than normal, threading through
Ethiopia and Eritrea, crossing the
Red Sea and Egypt before cutting
into Europe.

However, a Mumbai-Amster-

dam IndiGo flight was able to
travel through the same route on
Monday. The flight departed at
4am from Mumbai, travelled
through the Eritrean airspace
before landing around noon local
time.
“While the flights operate under
the IndiGo call sign, the aircraft
belongs to Norse Atlantic. Air traf-
fic control authorities were, how-
ever, unable to understand whya
Norse Atlantic jet was flying an
IndiGo call sign. As a result, itwas
denied entry into Eritrean air-
space,” an official aware of the
matter said.

“The airline clarified the opera-
tional arrangement to the authori-
ties but it couldn’t be resolved
immediately. Later the Indian
authorities told Eritrean authori-
ties suggested including details of
the wet lease operation under ltem
18 of the ATS flight plan, after
which the issue was resolved,” a
ministry official confirmed.



AIRPU!\FSAUIH H‘!TY UF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES

PATNA

9 MARCH 2026

78 more Al int'l flights
amid West Asia crisis

NEW DELHI: Air India will oper-
ate 78 additional flights on nine
international routes from March
10 to 18 as the airline seeks to
provide more travel options
amid the disruptions due to the
conflict in West Asia.

The carrier will operate 78
additional flights on 9 routes
connecting New York, London,
Frankfurt, Amsterdam, Zurich,
Paris, Colombo and Male.

The Air India said it would
deploy additional capacity to five
key gateways in Europe as well
as to New York over the next few
days, supported by additional
services to the Maldives and Sri
Lanka. “Together, these flights
add 17,660 seats on nine routes

THE CARRIER WILL
OPERATE FLIGHTS
ON 9 ROUTES
CONNECTING NEW
YORK, LONDON,
AMSTERDAM, PARIS
AMONG OTHERS

in both directions,” it said.
Except for New York, Male
and Colombo, the services will
be operated with B787-8 aircraft.
For Male and Colombo, A320
neo planes will be deployed and
services for New York will be
operated with B777-300ER air-
craft. PTI
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Trip to nowhere: IndiGo's UK. flight returns to Delhi
after 14 hours in the sky, as Eritrea flags permit issue

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

An IndiGo flight from Delhi
to Manchester was forced
to turn back from Eritrea
after being airborne for
nearly eight hours. Though
the aircraft had skirted the
conflict-affected Persian
Gulf, the flight effectively
took 14 hours and ended
where it began.

The prolonged diver-
sion was triggered by con-
fusion at the Air Trafhc
Control in Eritrea over a
permit filed by IndiGo,
sources said.

The Boeing 787-9 air-
craft, which IndiGo has
leased from the Norwegian
carrier Norse Atlantic Air-
ways, took off from Delhi at

EG BESOIVOLIONS | sete wior . ot vioes Sikts sioerd 8
OTI'M A4 10 {04 s st

The operational arrangement of the aarcraft leased from Norwegian
carrier Norse Atlantic Airways, triggered the confusion. FILE PHOTO

half past midnight on Mon-
day. The Flight tracking
website Flightradar24
shows that it avoided the
entire Gulf region, entered
Africa through Ethiopia
and was flying over Eritrea

when it did a u-turn and

started returning to Delhi.
It landed in Delhi at 2.30

p.m.

IndiGo had partially res-
umed flights to Europe on
Sunday after more than a

week, and the service to
Manchester was its frst
since February 26. It is us-
ing a longer route over Afri-
ca to avoid the affected
airspace.,

Monday’s diversion was
triggered by confusion ov-
er the operating arrange-
ment of the leased aircraft.
While overflight permits
are typically obtained by
the marketing carrier,
which in this case is Indi-
Go, it must state the carrier
under whose name the air-
craft is registered, which is
Norse Atlantic Airways.
Though the permit reflect-
ed this arrangement, air
traffic authorities in Eritrea
were reportedly confused
by the involvement of two
airlines linked to the same

aircraft, triggering the di-
version.

“We are working with
the relevant authorities to
explore the possibilities of
resuming the journey,” In-
diGo said in a press
statement.

IndiGo’s London-Mum-
bai flight on Sunday was di-
verted to Cairo for the
same reason. The flight is
now scheduled to depart
on Tuesday, and the airline
said it was arranging hotel
accommodation for affect-
ed passengers. Two other
IndiGo flights to Amster-
dam and London that used
the same route were oper-
ated without any incident.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

U.K. flight back to Delhi
after 14 hours in the sky

Until now, all of IndiGo’s European services had
been grounded as the leased Boeing 787 aircraft
fall under the jurisdiction of the European Union
Aviation Safety Agency, which issued an advisory
on February 28 barring its carriers from flying ov-
er 11 countries in West Asia following airstrikes
between U.S.-Israel and Iran.

The episode underscores the risks of operating
long-haul flights while conflict disrupts one of
aviation’s most critical corridors between Europe
and Asia, highlighting the complex operational
challenges airlines are navigating amid rapidly
shifting airspace restrictions.

For passengers, the disruption can translate in-
to flight cancellations, diversions, or significantly
longer travel time, extended waiting at airports
and a high degree of uncertainty around depar-
tures and arrivals, as airlines are forced to alter
routes in response to evolving airspace advisories.
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AMID TENSIONS IN WEST ASIA

IndiGo’s Manchester flight turns
around in Africa, returns to Delhi

ANINDIGO flight heading to Manchester from the Delhi air-
porti turned around on the border between Ethiopia and Erit-
rea, and returned to the Capital on Monday, citing “last min-
ute airspace restrictions,”theairline said. This comes amid
airspace over West Asia being mostly closed off for overa
week owing to tensions in the region triggered by the US-Is-
rael-Iran conflict. As perFlightradar24, this was the first In-
diGoDelhi-Manchester flight since February 26, two days
before the US and Israel first launched attacks on Iran. “... Our
flight 6E 033 operating from Delhi to Manchester, hadtore-
turn to its origin due tolast minute airspace restrictions,
owing to the ongoing situation in West Asia,” an IndiGo spo-
kesperson said. ENS
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DGCA enhances monitoring of
airlines to ensure compliance

New Delhi: The civil aviation minstry on Monday sid the
DGCA hus Increased monitonng on o weekly and fortnighily
B forcrtical sperations of airlines alomg with bizmonthly vis-
its by the warchdog’s inspector at the airlines" offices to ensune
their compliance with regubiions, * DGCA has introduced more
robiust mensures to ensure compliance by sidines with regula-
tiesns,” Union minkster Murlidhar Mool said, PTI
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Report on Air India
crash ‘very soon’

ivil aviaticn minister K. Rammohan
' Naichu on Monday informed the Rajya
Sabha that the Adreralt Accideni
Investigation Bureao CAATBR probe fnto the
latal crash of the Air India aiverlt in June is
progressing at o very good pace and the
investigration regort will beout “very soon.”

Repving o supplementary query during
the Quiestion Hour in the Hajya Salsha, Maidu
satie] the ministry is doing its best tocnsume
Might operations and te bring back Indians
stranded due tothe West Asda conllict.

AdrIndia’s Boelng 787-8 plane operating
fight AITY on route to London crashed soon
alter take aff from Ahmedatad on 12 June
2025 killing 260 people, incloding 24
persans on hoard,

*Resgarding the AT crash that happened in
June last yoar, the investigation is going at o
very oo pace, aned all the resoarces that are
recpuined for AAL, the primary ageney which is
looking into the Investigation, theminisory s
prowiding.” the minister said. PTl
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AIRSPACE CURB WOES

IndiGo’s Manchester flight
returns to Delhi, London-
Mumbai diverted to Cairo

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: A Manchester-
bound IndiGo flight, operated
with a leased Boeing 787 ate-
craft, returned to the natonal
capital on Monday duoe to
certain restricions when the
plane was 1o enter the Eritrea
airspace, according o sources.

Alzo, an IndiGo flight from
London Heathrow to Mumbai
was diverted to Cairo follow-
ing issues related 1o entering
Eritrea airspace, they added.

The flight to Manchester
was airborne for more than six
hours before it decided to turn
back. By the time it landed in
the national capital, the flight
had been in the air for over 12
hours. It had taken off from
Delhi at around 1240 am and
landed back in the national
capital at about 230 pm on
Monday, as per information
available with fight tracking
website Flightradar24.com.

“Our flight 6E 033 oper-
ating from Delhi to Man-
chester had 1o return o its
origin due to last-minute ate-
Ea:e restrictions, owing to

e ongmng situation in West
Asia. We are working with the
relevant authorities to explore
the possibilities of resuming
the journey” IndiGo said in a
slatemenl.

The sources said that there
were some approval issues with
Eritrean authorities, and after a
risk assessment, it was decided
that the tlight would return o
Delhi

Eritrea
country.

Meanwhile, flight 6E2 from
London Heathrow to Mumbai
was diverted to Cairo (Egypt)
due to the approval issues with
the Eritrean authorities, the

is an African

REFRESENTATIVE PIC

HIGHLIGHTS

» The ﬂlgh'r to Manchester
was airborne for more
than six hours before it
decided to turn back

& By the time it landed in
the national capital, the
flight had been in the
air for ever 12 hours

o The other filght was
dirborne for more then
elght hours before
landing et Cairo

sources satd.

The flight, operated with a
leased Boeing 787 plane, was
airborne for nearly six hours
before the dedsion was taken
Lo divert to Catro.

Orverall, the flight was air-
borne for more than eight
hours before landing at Cairo,
as per information from Flight-
radar?4 com,

One of the sources said the
atrline would not be operating
the flight from Catro to Mum-
bai on Monday as the crew had
exhausted light duty time. The
airline is working to arrange
visas and hotel accommuodation
for passengers, and the flight is
expected to fy 1o Mumbai on
Tuesday, the source added.

There was no immediste
statement from the aidine on
the 6E2 flight.

IndiGo is operating its
flights o Furopean cilies

and London, except for Ath-
ens, with Buémg 787-9 ]:l']il.l'u.'h
leased from MNorway's Norse
Atlantic Adrways,

In the wake of the Middle
East conflict, regulator EASA
(European Union Aviation
Safety Agency) has barred air-
craft, including those of Norse
Atlantic, registerad with it from
using certiin airspaces in the
Middle East, induding Saudi
Arabia

As a result, IndiGo is now
taking the longer flight route
through Alrica to enter Europe.

For the European [ights,
the airine lies over the Ara-
bian Sea, Ethiopia, Eritrea,
the Red Sea and Egypl before
entering Europe.

Meanwhile, the flights to
Athens are operated with Indi-
Gos A321 XLR planes.

Generally, Indian carriers
use the airspaces in the Middle
East, including Saudi Arabia, to
operate flights 1o Europe.

IndiGo, in the statement,
also said that due 1o the evoly-
ing situation in and around the
Middle East, some of its flights
may take longer rowles or expe-
rience diversions.
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IndiGo flight faces airspace curb woes

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

A Manchester-bound IndiGo
flight, operated with a leased
Boeing 787 aircraft, returned
to the national capital on
Monday due to certain
restrictions when the plane
was to enter the Eritrea air-
space. Also, an IndiGo flight
from London Heathrow to
Mumbai was diverted to
Cairo following issues
related to entering Eritrea
airspace, sources added.
The flight to Manchester
was airborne for more than
six hours before it decided to
turn back. By the time it
landed in the national
capital, the flight had been in
the air for over 12 hours. It
had taken off from Delhi at
around 12.40 am and landed

back in the national capital
atabout 2.30 pm on Monday,
as per information available
with Right tracking website
Flightradar24.Com.

"Our flight 6E 033 operat-
ing from Delhi to Manchester
had to return to its origin due
to last-minute airspace
restrictions, owing to the
ongoing situation in West
Asia. We are working with
the relevant authorities to
explore the possibilities of
resuming the journey,”
IndiGo said in a statement.

The sources said that there
were some approval issues
with Eritrean authorities,
and after a risk assessment,
itwas decided that the flight
would return to Delhi. Eritrea
is an African country.

Meanwhile, flight 6E2 from
London Heathrow to

Mumbai was diverted to

Cairo (Egypt) due to the
approval issues with the
Eritrean authorities, the
sources said.

The flight, operated with a
leased Boeing 787 plane, was
airborne for nearly six hours
before the decision was

taken to divert to Cairo.
Overall, the flight was air-
borne for more than eight
hours before landing at
Cairo, as per information
from Flightradar24.Com.
One of the sources said the
airline would not be operat-
ing the flight from Cairo to

Mumbai on Monday as the
crew had exhausted flight
duty time. The airline is
working to arrange visas
and hotel accommodation
for passengers, and the flight
is expected to fly to Mumbai
on Tuesday, the source
added.

There was no immediate
statement from the airline
on the 6GE2 flight.

IndiGo is operating its
flights to European cities
and London, except for
Athens, with Boeing 787-9
planes leased from Norway's
Norse Atlantic Airways.

In the wake of the Middle
East conflict, regulator EASA
(European Union Aviation
Safety Agency) has barred air-
craft, including those of
Norse Atlantic, registered
with it from using certain air-

spaces in the Middle East,
including Saudi Arabia.

As a result, IndiGo is now
taking the longer flight route
through Africa to enter
Europe.

For the European flights,
the airline flies over the
Arabian Sea, Ethiopia, Eritrea,
the Red Sea and Egypt before
entering Europe.

Meanwhile, the flights to
Athens are operated with
IndiGo's A321 XLR planes.

Generally, Indian carriers
use the airspaces in the
Middle East, including Saudi
Arabia, to operate flights to
Europe. IndiGo, in the state-
ment, also said that due to
the evolving situation in and
around the Middle East,
some of its flights may
take longer routes or
experience diversions.
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Passenger booked for smoking
Beedi on mid-air in Akasa ﬂlght

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B NMew Delhi

A passenger from Delhi has been detained
by Goa police after allegedly smoking a
BEEDI inside the aircraft lavatory during an
Akasa Air flight from Delhi to Goa, trigger-
ing safety concerns among the crew and
passengers.

The incident occurred on Saturday,
March 7, aboard Akasa Air flight QP1625,
which was travelling from Delhi to Goa.
According to officials, the passenger—
identified as Ashish—was found smoking
inside the aircraft's lavatory and was also

AKESEAGF - - vverne

discovered carrying a lighter, a restricted
item on board commercial flights.

Cabin crew reportedly became aware of
the situation after smoke was detected in
the lavatory area. Aircraft lavatories are
equipped with smoke detectors designed
to alert the crew immediately if someone
attempts to smoke during a flight.

10 MARCH 2026
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Al plane crash probe report will be out very soon: Govt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu on
Monday informed the Rajya
Sabha that the AAIB probe
into the fatal crash of the Air
India aircraft in June last year
is progressing at a very good
pace, and the investigation
report will be out “very soon™.

Replying to a supplemen-
tary query during the
Question Hour in the Rajya
Sabha, Naidu said the min-
istry is doing its best to
ensure flight operations
and to bring back Indians
stranded due to the West
Asia conflict.

The minister, responding to
various queries, told the
House that the probe report

into the Air India plane crash
would be out soon.

Air India’s Boeing 787-8
plane operating the flight
All71 enroute to London-
Gatwick crashed soon after
take off from Ahmedabad on
June 12, 2025, killing 260

people, including 241 persons
onboard, and the crash is
being probed by the Aircraft

Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB).

“Regarding the Al171 crash
that happened in June last
year, the investigation is

going at a very good pace,
and all the resources that are
required for AAIB, the primary
agency which is looking into
the investigation, the ministry
is providing.

“And | would say that very
soon, within the completion
ofthe year, the report should
be out,” Naidu said.

On the West Asia situa-
tion and the safety of fight
operations, Naidu said the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) immediate-
ly engaged with the airlines
and issued circulars.

... You can say that they
(DGCA officials) have had
multiple meetings with them
(airline executives) so that
they can only operate when
they ensure that 100 per cent
safety is there when they are

operating to these airportsin
West Asia,” the minister said.

Travel advisories have also
been issued to passengers to
ensure that there is no con-
fusion, he added.

“From the Ministry side, |
can tell the house that what-
ever best we can do in terms
of having safe operations
and making people travel
from those destinations back
to India, we can do with the
help of the airlines. They (air-
lines) have also been very
considerate," Naidu said.

While noting that airlines
have been thoroughly
looking at slots for operating
the services amid the West
Asia crisis, the minister said
that around 90,000 people
have been able to travel to
India in the last week itself.
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Kathmandu (Nepalk Nepal's civil aviation con-
tinues to be a victim of oversight, negligence,
and corruption. According to an article by the
non-profit Nepal Economic Forum (NEF), a mix
of blunders related to policy execution, and
unfavourable international perception added
to the mess. Since 2013, the European Union
{EU) blacklisted the nation’s civil aviation, a
scenario that was made worse due to repeat-
ed air crashes that claimed several lives, and
persistent inefficiencies at major airports. The
result, according to NEF, is that these percep-
tions severely tamished the country's avia-
tion reputation. At present, more than a third
of the airports in Nepal lie defunct.

In Dctober 2024, Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli
set up a five-member
high-level study and rec-
ommendation commit-
tee to examine the devel-
opment of a safe, reli-
able, and trustworthy
civil aviation system in
Mepal. It was chaired by
a retired Supreme Court
judge, Anil Kumar Sinha.

Jayanta Coincidentally, Sinha
Il.aliachn.r\'a emerged at the political
e ; forefront, when he was

Senior Journalist appointed as a minister

with multiple portfolios,
including civil aviation, in an interim govermn-
ment, which was formed after Oli's ouster due
to students® protests. Now, with a new
regime ready to take over after the national
elections, Sinha reminisces about how he
wanted to revive the country’s civil aviation
sector.

But first, one needs to remember that
Nepal's aviation industry has a rich history,
and significant potential, despite the numer-
ous challenges that hinder growth and rep-
utation. The journey began in 1949 with the
first flight landing in Kathmandu, followed by
the Tribhuvan International Airport (TIA) in
1955. After two more airports were set up in
Lumbini and Pokhara, more than 50 have
cropped up. According to IATA data, tourism
supported by aviation contributed $542.2
million to the GDP in 2023, and employed
260,900 people. International tourists con-
tributed $633.7 million annually to the
EConomy.

"Soon after my retirement, 1 was
approached to head a high-level committee
to suggest reforms. There were safety issues
with many crashes. | refused as | did not have
technical knowledge, but the government
urged me to suggest remedies,” said |ustice-
Minister Sinha. However, he was told that he

Nepal’s planes struggle to take off
Since 2013, the nation s aviation is blacklisted by the EU

would be helped by experts, and they includ-
ed a pilor with over two decades of flying
experience, and a former civil aviation sec-
retary. "l accepted the challenge. They gave
three months, but logistics were missing, and
there was not enough budget. We sought an
extension,” Sinha added.

Sinha met Oli, who was unhappy about the
situation. The latter assured the former that
the finance department would release the
funds. The committee's scope was expand-
ed to probe the affairs at Pokhara and
Bhairahawa airports, and find out the reasons
why Nepal Airlines performed abysmally. An
article by ORF highlighted issues related to
sysiemic cormuption, procurement irregular-
ities, and geopolitical constraints
at Pokhara. Media reports indicat-
ed that Bhairahawa largely oper-
ated under temporary operating
permits, as full global operations
and route approvals remained
incomplete. This limited the airlines’ commit-
ments and scheduled services.

According to the NEF, the unviability of the
two airports is only a tip of the iceberg as only
18 of the more than 50 airports operate prof-
itably. The Bhairahawa airport, which was
built with an investment of 576 million gen-

erated a revenue of (Indian) T132.12 million in
2023. Given these trends, it may take it more
than 50 years to cover the cost of construc-
tion. Even if the traffic doubled. it can take
maore than 25 years for the airport to reach
the break-even mark.

In the case of Pokhara, there were no com-
mercial flights since its inception. Its revenues
are minimal, and it may take at least 75 years
to repay the high-interest bearing debt if com-
mercial operations do not commence. China
isin the thick of things, as it aids several pro-
jects in Nepal, partially thanks to the Oli gov-
ernment. As with other economic issues,
Nepal’s borders with two geopolitical pow-
erhouses affects the aviation industry, accord-
ing to the NEF. For example,
Kathmandu uses the Indian air-
space for the air commute, and
flights.

"Both the recently-built interma-
tional airports {mentioned above)
were built by the Chinese companies. The
funds for Pokhara came via Chinese loans, and
the project was declared as part of the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) by the Chinese
Ambassador to Nepal. As a response to this
increasing Chinese invalvement, India has not
provided an air route to Nepal despite mul-

riple requests. Thus, the unavailability of
shorter air routes has increased the flight ime
for the airlines, and made operation costs
higher, making new airports unattractive. This
flaw in aviation diplomacy has kept the two
intemational airports under-utilised,” pointed
out the recent NEF article.

According to Sinha, the committee was
aware of the problem areas. There were no
doubts in his mind that civil aviation was vital
to enhance connectivity, especially in remote
areas. But the logistics and funds issugs con-
tinued. The committee members were not
even able to visit the two contentious airports,
Pokhara and Bhairahawa. "We decided that
it was not possible to continue, and we
needed to submit a report based on whatev-
er inputs we had. But as we were about to
print the report the situation happened (or
changed due to the Gen Z uprising that led
to the ouster of Oli's regime)," explained
Sinha.

“Coincidentally, the report did come out
when | became the civil aviation minister {in
the subsequent interim gowvernment). The
interim prime minister felt that since we had
spent time to identify the issues, and provide
remedies, the report should be implement-
ed. It was placed in the cabinet, which
passed it,” revealed Sinha. "l initiared discus-
sions with the EU on the ‘blacklisting’ issue,
and today 67 (global) aviation experts are
helping the airlines companies. They are from
the EU, India, and have portable simulator
machines to help helicopter pilots.” Sinha
feels that the problem is not with the engi-
neers and pilots, but with oversights, inves-
rigations, and implementation of the recom-
mendations.

As talks continue with the EU, Sinha
expects Nepal to be out of the blacklist, or at
least the safety concern list He met this
reporter a few days before the election
results were to be announced, but he was still
optimistic. "When | hand over the charge to
the new government, | expect to do it with
constructive suggestions and perhaps, some
good news,” he said hopefully. Yet one is sure
that this is not the end but the beginning of
a new chapter. The next regime needs to
show serious interest, and skilled piloting to
help the sector to take off.

{The author has mare than three decades of experience
across print, TV, and digital media)
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Aviation regulator DGCA enhances momtorlng of airlines to ensure compliance with norms: Govt

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

The Civil Aviation Ministry on
Monday said the DGCA has
increased monitoring on a
weekly and fortnightly basis for
critical operations of airlines
along with bi-monthly visits by
the watchdog's inspector at the
airlines' offices to ensure their
compliance with regulations.
Responding to a query in the
Rajya Sabha on the reasons for
the large scale disruptions at
IndiGo in December 2025 and
action taken to prevent recur-
rence of a similar situation in the

future, Union miinster Murlidhar
Mohol said the primary
causes for the disruption
were over-optimisation of oper-
ations, inadequate regulatory
preparedness along with defi-
ciencies in system software
support and shortcomings in
management structure and
operational control on the part
of the airline.

"DGCA has introduced more
robust measures to ensure com-
pliance by airlines with regula-
tions which include -- increased
monitoring on weekly and fort-
nightly basis for critical opera-
tions along with bi-monthly

visits to the operator by DGCA's
principal point-of contact
inspector -- to closely monitor
the airline’s operations, with
particular emphasis on roster
integrity, crew availability,
buffer adeguacy, system robust-
ness and adherence to FDTL
requirements,” he said in a
written reply.

The Flight Duty Time
Limitations (FDTL) norms are
implemented by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

In December 2025, the
country's largest airline, IndiGo,
faced massive operational dis-
ruptions that resulted in hun-

4

-

dreds of flight cancellations and
impacted thousands of passen-
gers. DGCA had also taken
various regulatory actions
against the airline.

Mohol, the Minister of State for
Civil Aviation, in a separate
written reply, said a total of 550
operator and organisation-wise
Level Il repetitive findings were
noticed by the DGCA from 2023-
25, and 29 enforcement actions
were taken.

As of December 31, 2025, no
Level-1 deficiencies are pending
for closure, he said.

Level-! finding requires imme-
diate attention and rectifica-

tion, and the timeline for closure
of such a finding is seven days,
whereas Level-Il finding must be
resolved within 30 days.

“Continued operations are
not allowed with a level-l finding
without its rectification. In rare
cases, operations are allowed
under control/ restricted envi-
ronment. In case of violations,
DGCA initiates enforcement
actions against the airlinef
organisation/ personnel which
may include warning, suspen-
sion or cancellation of approval/
certificate/ licence, including
imposition of financial penalty,”
the minister said.
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Manchester-boundIndiGoflight divertsto
Delhiamidescalatingairspacerestrictions

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
New Delfid, 9 March

An IndiGo flight bound for
the United Kingdom's
Manchester from New Delhi
was forced toturn back mid-air
on Monday after flying for
nearly seven hours. The
disruption was caused by
last-minute airspace restric-
tions linked to escalating
tensions in West Asia following
US and Ismeli strikes on Iran
about 10 days ago.

While flying near the border
of Ethiopia and Eritrea, the
IndiGo flight, operated by
NorseAtlantic Airways, turned
around, flight-tracking website
Flightmdar24 said on X

The Statesman

Tue,
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79332013

An IndiGo spokesperson
said, "Due to the evolving
situation in and around the
Middle East, some of our flights
muy berequired totake longer
routes of bediverted. Our fight
BEO33 from Dethi o Manchester
had to return to its point of
origin following last-mimite
airspace restrictions amid the
ongoing situation in West Asia”

"We are coordinating with
the appropriate aut horities to
assess theoptions forresuming
the journey. As always, the
safety and security of our
passengers, crew, and aircraft
remain our top priority,” the
spokesperson added in his
statement

The conflict in West Asia

10 March 2026

that beganon February 28 has
continued to expand beyond
Iran and Israel, with Tehrans
retaliatory strikes hitting US
military bases and related
infrastructure acrossthe Gulf,
including in counties such as
Oman, the UAE, Qatar, and
Bahrain.

Saudi Arabiahas alsoaccused
Iran of aggression, while Tehran
insists its strikes are aimed
solely at US military bases as
retaliation forwhatitdescribes
as an unprovoked attack.

Although airspace in the
regionhias been largely restricted,
flights have continued on
altemative moutes, including
some to and from the UAE,

over the past week.
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Ahmedabad AirIndiacrash

The Statesman |

, 18 March 2026
https://epaper.thestat

reportexpectedbyendof
this year,says Minister

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
New Delfii, 9 March

Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu on
Monday said that the final
report on last year's Air India
plane crash in Gujarat's
Ahmedabad will be released
by the end of this year.

Responding to a question
during question hour in the
Rajya Sabha, Naidu said the
probe into the Airlndiacrash
is progressing rapidly. "The
Ministry of Civil Aviation is
providingall necessary resources
to the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB),
whichis conducting the probe”
the ministersaid, addingthat,
the final report will be available
by the end of this year.

The Air India flight Al171,
onthe way from Ahmedabad
to London, crashed on June
12 last year. After takeoff, the
aircraft failed togainsuffident

altitude and crashed into the
hostel of a government medical
college near the airport. The
plane caught fire,

Out of the 230 passengers
on board, 229 died, along with
2erew members. Additionally,
19 people onthe ground were
killed after being caught in
the accident.

The preliminary investigation
report into the crash was
released inJuly last vear, while
the AAIB continues its detailed
investigation,

In response to another
supplementary question, the
minister said morethan 90000
passengers travelled to and
from India through the
crisis-affected region in West
Asia during the past week,
amid the ongoing conflict
involving Iran. He added that
airlines are being granted
permission tooperate flights
to affected areas only after
ensuring full safety measures.



At §

AIRPORTS AUTH

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE STATESMAN DELHI 10 MARCH 2026

India schedules 50 flights
as West Asia crisis deepens

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Deffif, 9 March

ndian carriers have

planned 50 flights for

Monday between India

and the West Asiaregion
amidongoingconflictin Iran
and the Gulf region.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation
is closely monitoring the
evolving situation in West
Asia affecting air vl between
Inilia andd t he West Asia region.

"Airlines are undertaking
necessary operational
adjustments in view of the
prevailing conditions toensure
passenger safety and orderly
conduct of flight operations,”
the Ministry said in a statement.

Passenger movement data
for Saturday shows that a
total of 51 inbound flights
operated by Indian carriers
arrived in India from the
region camying 8175 passengers,

For Sunday, Indian carriers
- AirIndia. Air India Express,
Indigo, Spicejet and Akasa-

The Statesman

Tue,

have planned 49 inbound
flights from airports in the
region such as Dubai, Abu
Dhabi, Ras Al Khaimah,
Fujairah, Muscat and Jeddah
subject to operational feasibility
and prevailing conditions.
As per the current status,
Indian carriers are planning

10 March 2026

50 fights for Monday.

Moreover Indian carriers
are continuously assessing
the ground situation in other
airports of the region, so that
more flightscan be operated
by Indiancarriers from these
places.

The Ministry remains in

https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/73328685

ﬁ _ AIRLINESARE

UNDERTAKING
NECESSARYOPERATIONAL
ADJUSTMENTS INVIEWOFTHE
PREVAILUNGCONDITIONSTO
ENS UREPAS SENG ER SAFETY
ANDORDERLY CONDUCTOF
FLIGHT OPERATIONS.

THE MINISTRY SAID IN A
STATEMENT.

constant coordination with
airines and other stakeholders.
Airfares are also being closely
monitored to ensure that
ticket prices remain reasonable
and that there is no undue
surge during this period.
Passengers are advised to
stay in touch with their
respective airlines for the
latest updates regarding flight
schedules. The Ministry will
continue to monitor the
situation closely and issue
further updates asnecessary.

WDy
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Emirates
brings
back 800

B CALCUTTA: Three Emir-
ates fiights landed in Cal-
cutta betwaen midnight
on Saturday and Sunday
night, bringing back over
800 passengers stranded
in the Guif. The first
one landed at midnight
with 279 passengers
and departed at 1.55am
with 26 passengers. The
second flight arrived at
T7.46am with 288 passen-
gers and left at 9.40am
with 79 passengers, tho
carrier said. The third
landed at 6.55pm with
247 passengers and flew
back to Dubal at 8.46pm
Wwith 127 passengers.
Alrport offictals and tour
operators said these were
the first Emirates flights
to Calcutta since the ont-
brea]l_-:_lf Mar In West
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8 suspended
flights from
Hindon yet to
resume

Tinmes News NETWORK

Ghaziabad: Flight services
at the Hindon civil terminal
remain reduced months after
winter disruptions forced air-
lines to scale down oper-
ations, with several suspend-
edroutes vet to be restored.

In Jan, daily flight move-
ments from the terminal were
cut from 20 to 12 due to cold-
weather conditions affecting
schedules., While airlines had
indicated that operations would
resume after the summer res-
cheduling, the suspended
routes have not returned so far.

Air India Express and Indi-
Go, two major airlines operat-
ingfrom the terminal, had halt-
ed flights to several cities from
the terminal during the winter:

According to terminal di-
rector Chilka Mahesh, Air [n-
dia Express is currently oper-
ating only on the Mumbai and
Bengaluru routes. Until Dec
last year, the airline also ran
services to Kolkata, Goa, Chen-
nai, Patna and Bhubaneswar:

IndiGo, which had suspend-
ed operations on three routes,
including Indore, Kolkata and
oneof its Mumbaiflights, is cur-
rently running servicestoseven
cities, including Mumbai, Ben-
galuru, Kolkata, Chennai, Ah-
medabad, Varanasi and Patna.

There has been no official
statement from Air India Ex-
press explaining the continued
suspension of several routes.
However, sources in the Air-
ports Authority of India said
the airline is currently refur-
bishing at least 18 aircraft,
which may have led to reduced
operations from Hindon.
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Manchester-bound flight returns to Delhi after
flying I3 hrs; London-Mumbai diverted to Cairo

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A call sign confusionled to
IndiGo’s flight to Manchester on Mon-
day flying for over 13 hours and then
returning to Delhi from over Africa.
The reason: The aircraft operating
was a wet-leased (hired with operating
crew) Norse Atlantic Boeing 787 which
had got the clearance. But being oper-
ated by IndiGo and the clearance being
sought toenter Eritrea airspace as “iF-
Iy (IndiGocode)led toconfusion in the
air trafficcontrol there. Eventually the
aircraft took a U-turn and flew back to
Delhi, where it landed at 2.22 pm, about
13 hours aftertaking off at1.14 am.
IndiGo has all the required enroute
clearance for operating these planes and
this was just a very costly confusion. Be-
longing to an EU carrier, Norse Atlantic
is following the EU Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA) bulletin to avoid West
Asia completely So unlike other carri-
erslike Air India that overfly Saudi Ara-

bia on its routes to and from Europe/UK
and North America while bypassing the
current enroute i'l.l'J—ﬂ],’ ZONES, NI’]['HE
Atlantic resumed its Europe flights
for IndiGo only recently after Feb 28.
Completely avoiding West Asia, it flies
to Africa and then goes to Europe from
Eritrea side. Ditto on the way back.

This extra-long route is creating its
own issues. IndiGo’s London-Mumbai
flight on Sunday diverted to Cairo. It is
expected to complete the journey on

Tuesday Air India had done a payvload
analysis for this route that bypasses
West Asianairspace by taking the ocean-
icroute to Africa, and found it unviable,
Regarding Monday’s return flight,
IndiGo said in a statement: “Due to the
evolving situation in and around West
Asia, someof ourflights may take longer
routes or experience diversions. Our
flight6E 33, operating from Delhi to Man-
chester, had to return to its origin due to
last-minute airspace restrictions owing
totheongoingsituation in West Asia. We
are working with the relevant author-
ities to explore the possibilities of re-
suming the journey As always, safety
and security of our customers, crew and
aircraft is of uimost importance tous.”
EASA’s “conflict zone information
bulletin” has asked airlines not to “op-
erate within the affected airspace at
all flight levels and altitudes”. The
airspaces are of Bahrain, Iran, Iraq,
Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Oman, Qatar, UAE and Saudi Arabia.
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IndiGo'sManchester
flight turns around
midairafter 7 hours

NEWDELH: A Delhi-Manchester
IndiGo flight was forced o
retum to the capital after flyving
for neardy seven hours on Mon-
day, following last-minute air-
space restnctions tripgered by
the evolving tensions in West
Asin, Flight 8E33 had departed
from Delhi early in the mom-
ing for Manchester in the TR
Hrmwrever, midway through the
joumey, the aircraft was
forced to tuwrn around nearthe
Ethiopia-Eritrea border, said
data from flight tracking plat-
form Flightradar24, — TNS
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11 airstrips identified in J&K, no UDAN
routes awarded yet, govt tells Parliament

SHEKHAR SINGH regiulatory clearances and the
THIHINE NEWSSENVEE Hw Blnmm Huuﬂm HEm -:I'\"-u.ihﬁm}" Ufhm
NEW DELHI, MARCH § The pgovernment also

B | Jnion Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Rammaohan Maidu
said the airstrips listed in Jammu and Kashmir incuded
Akhnoor, Chamb, Gurez, Jhangar, Kishtwar, Miran Sahib,

informed the House that a
committee has recently visit-

The Centre on Monday
informed the Rajva Sabha

that 11 airstrips in Jammu
and Kashmir have been iden-
tified for potential develop-
ment to boost regional aircon-
nectivity, thouph no flipht
routes have vet been awarded
for operation s from theseloca-
tions under the government 's
regicmal aviation scheme,

Responding to an unstamred
guestion by Ragva Sabha MP
Sajjad Ahmad Kichloo, Union
Civil Aviation Minister Kin-
Jarapu Bammohan Naidu said
the airstrips listed inthe Union
Temritory  include  Akhnoor
Chamb, Gurer, Jhangar, Kisht-
war, Miman Sahib, Mantalai,
Panzgam, Poonch, Rajouriand
Udhampur

The mimster said theselos-
tions are mentioned in the
documents of the UDAN

Mantalai, Pa hzgam, F‘nﬂnf:_h. Hajﬂurl ar'd_ !._lclhampur

B Hewwewer, no routes connecting these airstrips have been
awarded for the operation of Regional Connectivity Scheme
flights across the first five bidding roundsofthe scheme

aimed at improving regional
oonnectivity  Howewver, no
routes connecting  these
airstrips have been awarded
for the operation of Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS)
flights across the first five bid-
ding rounds of the scheme.

Providing details on pro-
posed aviation infrastructure
in the repion, the minister
said the Union government
has framed the Greenfield
Airports Policy-2008 for the
development of new airports
in the colintry:

Under this policy, any devel-
oper, inchuding state povern-

ments, must identify a suit-
able site, conduct a pre-feasi-
bility study and submit a pro-
posal to the Centre seeking
site clearance followed by in-
principle approval.

Naidu said an expert com-
mittee from the Airports
Authonty of Indiarecenthy car-
ned out a site visit to the
Udhampur Air Bee Station to
examine the feasibility of intm-
ducing avil flight operations
from the defence aifield,

According to the preliminary
assessment, development of a
oivil enclaveat the location has
been found feasible. subject to

ed the Kishtwar Airfield to
examine the possibility of
starting civil flight operitions
from the site,

On the issue of rising air-
fares on mutes connecting
Delhi and J&K during winter
maonths, the minister said the
government does not regulate
ticket prices as the seclor
operates In a deregulated
emvimnment. He said airlines
are allowed to determine
fares based on operational
requirements while comply-
ingwith provisions under the
Aireraft Rules 1937,

The mimster said that air-
fare pricing is influenced by
several market factors, includ-
ing seat ocoupancy levels, fuel
costs, aireraft eapacity, season-
al fuctuations, ete.
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Airlines lost ¥5,289 crore in FY25

New Delht The Centre on Monday Informed the Rajya Sabha
that Indian airlines posted a combined net |loss of Rs
5,289.73 crore In the financial year 2024-25 according to
data submitted by scheduled operators. Minister of State
for Civil Aviation Murlidhar Mohol was responding to an
unstarred question ralsed by Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Privanka
Chaturvedi, According to the data, Indian alrlines incurred
losses of Bs 18,606.78 crore in FY 2022-23, which
namowed significantly to Rs 924,39 crore in FY 2023-24
before widening again to Rs 5,289.73 crore in FY 2024-25.
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