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Pre-feasibility report

for Rameswaram
airport submitted
to T.N. government

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has found a
site closer to Keelakarali,
favourable for building
the greenfield airport at
Rameswaram in Rama-
nathapuram district.

The pre-feasibility re-
port was submitted to the
Tamil Nadu government
recently, and the site near
Keelakarai, near Manikan-
eri and Mayakulam villag-
es, has been found to be
technically feasible for
constructing the airport,
AAI sources said.

In September last year,
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment sent a letter to the
AAI to examine and in-
spect two sites — one near
Uchipuli and another
near Keelakarai.

Field inspection
Following this, a joint
team from the AAI and
the Tamil Nadu Industrial
Development Corpora-
tion (TIDCO) conducted a
field inspection of both
sites in October last year.

The site near Keelaka-
rai has a few high-tension
lines and waterbodies.
When compared to the
site near Uchipuli, which
has a lot of trees, paddy
fields, groundwater wells,
and residents, the site
close to Keelakarai has
lesser obstacles and resi-
dents as seen from the in-
itial inspection.

The high-tension lines
will have to be re-routed
should the airport come
up at this site, the AAI
said.

The pre-feasibility re-
port says the site is about
10 km from the Rama-

AAI has found a site

closer to Keelakarai
for building the
greenfield airport. It
may come up over
an area of 600
acres, if approved

nathapuram Railway Sta-
tion, 120 km from the
Madurai airport and 140
km from the Thoothukudi
airport and is a fairly con-
tiguous land. But it is to be
noted that the airspace of
both sites are in close
proximity to INS Parun-
du, an Indian Naval Air
Station, the AAI sources
said.

But it is for the State go-
vernment to decide on
which site to build the air-
port, and this decision
may be taken only after
the elections.

The next process is for
the State government to
carry out an Obstacle
Limitation Surfaces (OLS)
survey, which will tho-
roughly examine all the
obstacles on the site, to
ensure safe aircraft opera-
tions.

Then, as was done for
Parandur airport coming
up near Chennai, the Ta-
mil Nadu government
must apply for site clea-
rance and in-principle ap-
proval from the Ministry
of Civil Aviation and ap-
provals from other de-
partments such as the Mi-
nistry of  Defence,
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and  Climate
Change and Directorate
General of Civil Aviation.

If approved, the green-
field airport may come up
over an area of nearly 600
acres.
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Stray dogs roam
free at city airport’s
int’l arrival gates

Omjasvin.MD@&Etimesofindia.com

Chennai: At Chennai Air-
port’s international arrival
terminal, many flvers now
encounter notjust chauffeurs
holding up name boards or re-
latives, but siray dogs roa-
ming freely at the exit point.
This scenario plays out despi-
te a Supreme Court directive
mandating local bodies to re-
move strays from public pla-
ces that witness high footfall,

The T2 international arri-
val terminus saw a rise in
number of strays, some visib-
ly wounded and suffering
from skin infections, at the A6
exitgate.

Dogs are also frequently
seen along the pedestrian
pathway leading to Aerohub
East parking, raising safety
and hygiene concerns in a
high security, high footfall zo-
ne. Travellers say the situa-
tion is compounded by people
feeding strays within the pre-
mises of the terminal, with
food scraps often left on the
floor. Several dogs can be seen
eating, resting, and occasio-
nally fighting among them-
selves.

Though, Airports Autho-
rity of India (AAI) and Grea-
ter Chennai Corporation
(GCC), formed teams to catch,
sterilise, vaccinate, and shift
the dogs to the Sholinganal-
lur animal birth control cent-
re, the effort had little visible
impact.

H.ISING CONCERN

AAl and GCC entered into
agreements with NGOs to
capture and manage stray
dogs in early 2025, but it is no
longer enforced.

GCC veterinary officer J
Kamal Hussainsaid they only
capture and vaccinate dogs if
there is a complaint. “We co-
uldn’t entirely remove the
dogs from the airport as ABC
rules stipulated that they are
dropped back at the original
premises,” he said. He added
that they are coordinating
with AAI to remove all the
dogs from the premises soon
and move them to a shelter,

Flyers said authorities
must restrict dogs from the
terminal, carriageway and
the aero-hub. “Several inter-
national flights land during
the day, and a few land late
night. Strays are spread out
near the terminal gate and
presentahealth hazard,” said
K Srinath, a resident who ar-
rived from Chicago recently.
AAlofficials said they will re-

spond tothe issue.
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Adani to begin

Phase-2 work

at Navi Mumbai
uirpurt post
MoOnsoon

—

Awinash Nalr

irenetatusl

The Adani Airport Hobdings
Lad [e et 0 begln Phase 2
consraction ar the green-
field Mevi Mumhsi Incerna-
tiomal Alrport after the mon-
SO0 thiis vear, the
company’s management sid
citing & stromg demand and
rapid scale-up across 8 air-
ports portfobo.

*Tha sextiind phase of oon-
srruction  will star paoEn-
monscon this year. Already
the sbats are fully raken up by
the airlines ar Wawi Mumbai

" the management
said, highlighting the air
port's strubegic role as Mim-
bai's second miation hab,
Ther mearapemenl mbormed
imvestors recently that the
greenfield Mavi Mumbai [n-
ternational - Abrpost  com-
merked  operations o
December 25 025, and has
siready seen strong Trction
from wmirline partners. “The
Movi Momhai sirport B of
strotegic  impommnee  for
Murmbad 2 5 second sirpon.”
the company sasd, underfin-
ing its role in de-congesting
air traffic amd supporting
loeg-term prowth i the

Tlurnhal metrapoditan
TEEHIL
CUWAHAT] TERMINAL

Adani  Airports  commis
slomed the Nevd Mumbal alr-
port and integruted & new
terminal m Cuwwshati, fur
ther strengthening s na
tinml avintioo  footprint.
The pompany's airports cur-
rently scount for I3 per
cerit af India's passenger
traffic wnd arcand 29 per
centof abr carpr, with the alr-
poris  business  registering
aver 3peT cent growth
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Chennai airport
ops in disarray

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENMNAI, FEB. 8

Flight operations at the
Chennai airport went hay-
wire on Sunday morning
after dense fog enveloped
the city and its suburbs
from 6.30 am, drastically
reducing runway visibility
and forcing large-scale
diversions and delays.

Airport authorities said
nearly 40 flights were affect-
ed, including seven diver-
sions, 12 arrivals held mid-
air, and 21 departures
delayed, causing severe
inconvenience to thousands
of passengers.

With visibility dropping to
critical levels, the Air
Traffic Control (ATC)
diverted seven internation-
al and domestic flights to
airports in Bengaluru,
Coimbatore, and Tirupati.
The diverted flights includ-
ed services operated by
IndiGo, Akasa Air, Air India
Express, and Emirates from
cities such as Mumbai,
Pune, Kuala Lumpur
Bengaluru, and Dubai.

Among them was an
Emirates flight from Dubai
carrying 274 passengers,
which was unable to land.
Several other flights from
Mumbai and Southeast Asia
were also rerouted in the
interest of passenger safety.

In addition to diversions,
at least 12 incoming flights
from destinations including
Sri  Lanka, Hyderabad,
Mumbai, Trivandrum,
Bengaluru, and Coimbatore
were forced to circle over
Chennai for extended peri-
ods before weather condi-
tions marginally improved,
allowing delayed landings.

Passengers onboard
reported prolonged holding
patterns, adding to anxiety
and fatigue.

Outhound operations were
equally affected, with 21
flights to domestic and
international destinations
delayed.

Services to Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Mumbai, Delhi,
Andaman, Trichy,
Durgapur, Pune, Kolkata,
Coimbatore, Dubai, and Sri
Lanka were held back, lead-
ing to congestion inside ter-
minal buildings and long
waiting hours for
travellers.

Airport officials attrib-
uted the disruption to a
sharp and sudden drop in
visibility. “For the absolute
safety of passengers, land-
ings could not be permitted
when visibility dropped to
150 metres. Operations
gradually resumed and
returned to normalcy after
9 am as sunlight cleared the
fog,” an airport official said.
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TAKE OFF | Foundation stone laid ahead of Kumbh
Mela to expand capacity and spur regional economy

Airport expansion starts

FPJNews Network

HASHIK

Nashik Airport is set for a
major expansion, with the
foundation stone for the pro-

ject laid on Sunday by Chief

Minister Devendra Fadnavis.
The development is being
undertaken in view of the up-
coming Simhastha Kumhbh
Mela, with airport capacity set
to increase significantly to
manage the expected surge in
pilgrims and travellers.

The expanded airportis ex-
pected to benefit major indus-
trial hubs across north
Maharashtra, including
Ambad, Satpur, Sinnar, Mal-
egaon, Igatpuri, Dhule MIDC,
Jalgaon MIDC, Bhusawal,
Chalisgaon, Manmad and
Nandurbar, With enhanced
carge handling facilities, in-
creased capacity and modern
logistics infrastructure, indus-
tries are expected to gain di-
rect access to global markets.
The development is projected
to provide momentum to sec-
tors such as jewellery, textiles,

agroprocessing, phar-
maceuticals and manufactur-
ing, while  generating

o

Y

large-scale direct and indirect
employment opportunities for
lecal vouth.

Nashil district is known na-
tionally and internationally for
the export of grapes, onlons,
pomegranates and processed
agriculural products. The up-
graded airport, supported by
modern cold-chain facilities
and faster air cargo services, is
expected o make agricultural
exports more competitive and
efficient. This is likely to di-
rectly benefit farmers, ex-
porters, agro-industries and
the rural ECOMOmY,
strengthening Nashiks role as

& major agri-export hub,
Given the massive influx of
devotees during the Kumbh
Mela, Nashik Airport is ex-
pected to play a crucial role in
managing sudden surges in
passenger traffic. providing
emergency medical services
and air ambulance support,
ensuring rapid movement of
security forces, and suppor-
ting disaster management and
administrative coordination
The development is aimed at
ensuring awell-organised and
secure Kumbh Mela while
strengthening Nashik’s ident-
ity as an International relig-

Represantative image

ious tourism destination.

The project has been en-
trusted to a construction com-
pany that earlier completed
the Nashik Airport in just 11
months and has experience in
developing six airports. The
agency has expressed con-
fidence in completing the new
modern expansion within a
record 1-month time frame.

Speaking on the occasion,
Kumbh Mela Minister Girish
Mahajan said, “The dewel-
opment of Nashik Alrportwill
significantly strengthen con-
nectivity with major infra-
structure projects such as the
Hindult idavasamrat Balasa-
heb Thackeray Samruddhi Ex-
pressway, the Mumbai-Agra
National Highway and the
proposed Vadhavan Port.
Through this airport, 21 dis-
wicts of Maharashtrawill gain
fast and efficient passenger
and cargo air connectivig.
Nashik Airport will become
the fifth fully modern, state-
of-the-art airport in Maha-
rashtra, bringing
ransformative change to
north Maharashtras indus-
trial, commercial and trans-
port ecosystem.”
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Dense morning fog disrupts
flight operations at city airport

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Several internatio-
nal and domestic flights were
diverted and some were delay-
ed at Chennai International
Airport, as runway visibility
dropped in the early hours on
Sunday. Weather experts said
that the condition will conti-
nue for the next two days, al-
beit withreduced Intensity.

At least three internatio-
nal flights and four domestic
flights that were to arrive at
Chennai were diverted to Tri-
chy, Bengaluru and Coimba-
tore as the runway visibility
reducedtols0m attheairport.

An IndiGo flight from Ku-
ala Lumpur, which was sche-
duled to arrive at 7Tam, was di-
verted to Bengaluru, whereas
an AirAsia flight from Kuala
Lumpur, which was to arrive
at 7.26am, was diverted to Tri-
chy An Emirates Airlines
flight from Dubai was diver-
ted to Bengaluru.

An IndiGo flight from
Mumbali, which was schedu-
led to arrive at 6.35am, was di-
verted to Bengaluru, while
another flight that was toarri-
vefrom Pune at 7.10am was di-
verted to Coimbatore. An Air
India Express flight that was
scheduled to reach Chennai
at 7.15am returned to Benga-
luruafter gettingairborne, af-
ter receiving information

R Ramesh Shankar

about the poor visibility at
Chennai airport. Another In-
diGo flight from Hyderabad
wasdiverted to Tirupati.

Departing flights opera-
ted as perlow-visibility proce-
dures. Some flights, such as
SriLankan Airlines, resorted
todelayed departure,

Officials said that the visi-
bilitv started reducing at
A.80am. From 1,500m visibili-
ty at 5.30am, it drastically ca-
me down to 150m at 7.30am.
IMD attributed this to a com-
bination of factors, including
high humidity, light winds,
and lower night-time tempe-
rature.

V R Durai, director of the
Regional Weather Forecas-

WANING WINTER: Experts attribu

te the fog to high humidity, light
winds, and lower night-time temperature over the past few days

ting Centre, said that the fog
TN witnesses is called radia-
tion fog—it isunlike fog in the
north. “It forms due to tempe-
rature inversion. Due to clear
skies over the last few davs,
the heat radiation from the
earth’s surface is high. So,
temperature loss will also be
more, which results in colder
weather at the ground level
and higher temperature at
30ft to 100ft above ground le-
vel. Theheat condenses theat-
mospheric vapour, leading to
fog,"” the scientist said.

IMD officials said that the
city will experience light to
moderate fog on Monday, and
that it is expected to reduce
further on Tuesday.
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IndiGo sees no disruption as new pilot duty norms kick in from today

-
Rehit Vaid
New Dalhi

As IndiGo readies to re-im-
plement the complete Flight
Dury Time  Limitation
(FDTL) norms from Tuesday
{February 100, including the
stricter provisions on night
operations, the airline does
not expect any dismption to
operations, official sources
told businesstine,

The norms reinstate lim-
its such as a maximum of
four night landings and
define night duty hours
between midnight and 6 am,
raising industry concerns
over potential  schedule
disruptions.

However, government of-

ficials, who wished not to be
named, said the aviation reg-
ulator has been closely mon-
itoring IndiGo's prepared-
ness and  operational
planning, with multiple
measures being put in place
to ensure a smooth trans-
ition. These include main-
taining adeguate  buffer
strength in crew availabilivy
and initiating an expanded
pilot recruitment drive.
IndiGo has indicated that
it plans to hire around 50 pi-
lots a month to support op-
erations under the new rules.

ROSTER, KPI CHANGES

The airline has also updated
its rostering software to bet-
ter manage crew schedules
in line with the new duty-

time requirements.

Adjustments have also
been made to pilots' key per-
formance indicators (KPIs),
linking operational targets
with the new regulatory
framework.

To mitigate risks, IndiGo
has capped its domestic op-
erations at approximately
1,850 flights per day until
March 31. Industry insiders

said such capacity manage-
ment is intended to maintain
schedule reliability, while
the airline adapts to the full
implementation of the FDTL
norms,

Operational  disruptions
linked to new pilot rest
norms had led to 2,507 flight
cancellations and 1852
delays between December 3
and 5, 2025, affecting over

three lakh  passengers
nationwide.
REGULATORY WATCH

Regulatory oversight of the
transition is expected tocon-
tinue in the coming wecks,
with authorities tracking op-
erational data and crew util-
isation to ensure compliance
and network stahility.

Despite imposing penal-
ties, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
had continued to keep a close
surveillance of the airline’s
operations, including
routing engagement on its
p]l{![ hiring plan.

ntf:rfm this, regular
rnac:,zmgs were held with the
airline every 15 days during
which details of its opera-
tions were reviewed. The
DGCA had constituted a
eight-member oversight
team following the disrup-
tions in December,

In addition, the Centre
had directed IndiGo to cur
flight schedules by 10 per
cent across sectors to help
stabilise operations and re-
duce cancellations,
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Malaysia seeks revision
of air traffic rights to
increase flights to India

e—
Aneesh Fhadnis
yrmhai

Malavsia las sought en
hancement of air traffic
rights to enable its carriers
increase flights to Indin. The
request was put forth doring
the delegation-level talks
between  Prime  Minister
Morendri Modi and  his
Malayslan counterpart Arn-
war [hrahim on Sunday.

India's Civil Aviation Min-
ISty 18 examining Malaysia's
proposal for mare
destinations,

A.{'J.."nrd!ng 1w the _|Ll1|.11
statement, both leaders re-
affirmed their commitment
to strengthen air connectiv-
ity between Malaysia and In-
dia in a spirit of mutual trust,
mutual benefic and win-win
cooperarion.

PASEENGER DEMAND
The two sides also agreed to
further deepen their cooper-
ation in civil aviation, recog-
nising the continwed prowth
In passenger demand.

“In this context the
Malaysian side proposed 1o

turther enhance existing air
traffic rights, The Indian side
ook note of the request,” it
said

Countries negotiate air
teaffic rights, which grant re-
ciprocal entitlements to car-
riers from both sides. Cur
rently, there are 66 dally
flightz (two way) between
the two countrics. Air Asia
Berhad and Malayvsia Airlines
have the largest share of
flights between two coun-
tries,

O the Indian slde, IndiGo
flies o Kuoala Lumpur,
Langkawi and Penang, while
Alr India operates 1o Kuala
Lumpar.

Malavsin's request for en-
hancing the traffic rights
comes in the backdrop of in-
crease in trade and toursm
berween the countries. In
2025, ower 1.5 million Indi-
ans visited Malaysia, sur-
passing the pre-pandemic
figure.

“Indiais among Malaysia's
top trading parmmers. Malay-
sin is one of Indin’s leading
partners I ASEAM,"
Ibrahim noted at an Indian
COMmMmunity reception.
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DGCA begins special audit of
non-scheduled charter firms

SAFETY CHECK. 3-member teams to submit reports within 10 days of audit completion

—
Aneesh Phadnis
[

The Directorate General of

Civil Aviation is carrying out
a special audit of non-sched-
uled operators to assess op-
erational and safery aspects,

The awdit, which was
ordered following the Janu-
ary 28 Baramati air crash,
will be condocted in two
phases and cover both air-
craft  and helicopter
operators.

In the first phase, which
hcfan on Monday, the audic
will cover 14 operators in-
chuding charver companies
and corporates.

Three-member  teams,
comprising an official each
from air safery, airworthi-
ness and Hight operations
sections, and have been
asked to submit inspection

reports within 10 days of

audit completion,

An audit of VSR Aviation
whose Learjet 45 crashed in
Baramati |5 also underway.

Addirionally, the re or
is aleo in the pracess of pre-

TRIGEER FACTOR. Sx persons, mchedng Maharashira Deputy
Ch Afix Pawar, died in the Baramati gér crash FeCRntly mesus oo

paring guidelines for uncon-
rrolled alrfields that cur-
rently don't fall under its
purview.

Such abrfields, lke the one
in Baramati, lack regular air
traffic control or weather
monitoenng alde.

“Uncontrolled  airficlds
are owned by different entit-
bes and are not Heenced or
audited by DGCA. However,
the DOCA I8 prepading

puidelines at such airhelds,”
anofficial said.

UNDER LENS

Six persons, inclading Maha-
rashira Depury Chief Minis-
ter Ajit Pawar, died in the
Baramati air crash on Janu-
ary 28, The accident, which is
being probed by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bur
eaw, has put the spotlight on
chartér operations in the

The audit, which
comes in the
backdrop of the
Baramati air
crash, will be
conducted in two
phases and

cover both aircraft
and helicopter
operators

country. Sources point out
that some of the operators
have questionable mainten-
ance practices and that they
understate the number of
hours flown to avoid revenue
loss.

Adherence o flight duty
norms is said to be another
area of concern.

“Afrcraft malntenance
cycles are based on the num-
ber of flight cycles or hours
logged and the understating
heips & company to keep the
ai.rgr;r't Hz.'ir&a:éwnd mrinu-
facturer-stipulated maineen
ance timelines,” an industry
eauree sald.
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Aviation ministry also seeks to fill up 23 posts;

Al crash probe timeline won't be hit: Official

Centre Kicks Off
Search for AAIB’s
New Dir General

ArindamMajumder

New Delhi: Covernment has
started the search for a new
chiel for the Alrerafl Accident
Investigation Bureaw (AATE)
as the current direcior general
GVG Yugnndhor isset o retine
an June M, The search for o
naw boss comes ambdsi the
ongoing probe into last year's
crash of an Air India akrcraft
which killed 260 people. The go
vernment is also secking toap
point Z officinls in the bureag
according 1o 8 vacaney notiee
putlished by theministry af
vil vistion reviewed by ET!

A senior government official
sabifl that the process will mot
impact the Alr India crash in-
vestigatlon as the current te-
i is likeky bowrap it upbefone
that. Sanjay Singh, the secomnd
ranking cfficial in the bureau,
who is the lead investignor is
alspEat o retire inJuns

“Thevackney nolces kv be-
en publishesd so thal there ks
arn et b sebeet e Bext ol
cers. We dom't wanl o seetario
where postsare vacant in the be-
dy due 1o retirements,” o senlor
povernment offlelal sald AA
188 peerformance lias bsem un
dir sy scanner follkewing the
Aldr Dilia crash g experes hive
mised conoern on the lock of
mommumication nnd {rmnspa
rency abaogit the process

Thi Intermatlanal Civil Avia-
on Organlsation (ICAD) has
appointied an externil obser
vor jn thae procEss <10 wapre
cetdented move by tha LTS body
has donesa only incnses whone
m crash site wax focaiedd in o
conflict zome or a civilinn air
craft was shot down by milita
ry forces

- a @

The AAIB was sot up folle
wing the 2000 Alr India Express
Mangalore crash to replace
DG A a8 Indlia's primary civil
aviation crash Investigation
bady, but has perpetually re-
muained underatalfed and de
pembenton DGCA for ofTckals

This has saversly mpacted
the speed of Lovestigation. OF
e 38 acchlenits that socurmed
I the Last thres vears, AATE
has prldished Ol investiga
Hon repocts only [ four cases

Under Annex 13 of ICAQ, the
rules which govern accidont
imestigations, o preliminary
report will be published wit
Bukiy 30 days ol the bncident amd
a fpal report within 12
mopthe. If a fnal report can't
he published within the time
frame, o sthiiemoent muosi be
mindo on rach anniversary de
tmiling the progress of the pro
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M Airlimes Log 75,289 cr
Loss in FY25: Govt

MEW DELHI The cumilative loss of
Irdian airfings
siood at e 2897
NOne Inthe last
Tirancial year.
withithe Air India
Group alone
reponing losses
of ®9 8081 trore
0f the 11 opera-
fors, fodr -
IndiCa, Blue Oart.
Star A and
IndiaDna &ir
reporied pralits
Tre data was
provided ina
writtenreply to
the Rajya Sabha
orvkonday by
miniiser of stale
forcivil aviation
Riarlidhar Mofaol
202425, Air
India and Air
india Expreas
reporied idsed
ol €3975. 75
crore and
583237 croce
reapEttively,
webEke Akats Air
reparried a ok of
PL9BEI5 (rone
Sl te-oaned
Allianoe Air's lois
s rE91.12
cnore.and that af
Cpidean shnod 3t
eSS AT erore in
The: [ fiscad
b fcris
I Operd
iorswere Fiyal
(6765 Crore)
and Quikjel Legn
e 1, 34 irore)
IndiGo raked in
prolitod
7253 30 crove
and alhed prio-
ficable entilses
WETE SLar Air
(rGA 7S rorel
Blug Dart {rd.71
CRORE] and in
cialne Ax {1033
ororel. =
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PLANE CRASH |

Pilot, trainee survive as

light aircraft crashes

NT Correspondent
YLUAYAPURS

A major mishap was averted
on Sunday after a private
training aircraft crashed
in Babaleshwar taluk of Vi-
javapura district. The pilot
and a trainee on board had a
miraculous escape, suffering
only minor injuries, police
officials confirmed.

The accident occurred
near Mangaluru  village
when the small two-seater
aircraft suddenly lost con-
trol and came down in an
open field. Residents of near-
by areas noticed the plane
descending abnormally and
alerted local authorities.

According to initial re-
ports, the aircraft was on
a training mission and was
travelling from Kalaburagi
to Belagavi.

Midway through the jour-
ney, the pilot reportedly en-

Investigation still in the preliminary stage

countered technical difficul-

ties, forcing an emergency
situation, Moments before
the crash, both occupants
jumped out of the aircraft.
Due to the heavy impact,
the plane shattered into

three parts after hitting the
ground.

Despite the severe damage

to the aircraft, the pilot and
the trainee survived, which
authorities described as ex-
tremely fortunate,

Soon after receiving inm-
formation, police and emer-

gency services reached the

location,

The injured persons were
immediatelv talken to a hos-
pital for medical attention.

Doctors said that their in-
juries were not serious and
that both are in stable condi-
tiorn.

The Directorate of Civil
Aviation and other con-
cerned departments  have
been informed about the
crash. Officials are likelv to
conduct a detailed inspec-
tion of the crash site to ascer-
tain the exact reason behind
the accident.

Paolice sources stated that
investigations are still in the
preliminary stage and more
details will emerge after
technical examination of the
wreckage and statements
from the survivors.

Local residents gathered
inlarge numbers at the crash
site, expressing shock over
the incident.

Authorities have urged
people not to spread ru-
mours and to wait for the of-
ficial investigation report.
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Fog halts Chennai ﬂights

HD Bureau
CHENNAI

Dense fog blanketed Chennai
and its surrounding suburbs
from about 6.30 am on Su-
nday, sharply reducing ru-
nway visibility and disru-
pting operations at Chennai
International Airport. The
sudden deterioration in co-
nditions forced multiple in-
bound aircraft to divert after
extended holding, while
departures faced cascading
delays as air traffic control
imposed safetyrestrictions.
Airport officials said vis-
ibility on the main rumyay
dropped below the minimum
required for safe landings
during the early meorning
hours, prompting controllers
to suspend arrivals inter-

mittently. Five incoming fi-
ghts were unable to land and
were diverted to alternate

airports, including  Ben-
galuru and Hyderabad, after
circlingintheair.

Several other aircraft were
instructed to remain an ground at
their arigin - untdl  conditions
improved, compounding delays
across  the  marning  sched-
ulePassengers described pro-
longed waits inside terminals as

departure times were repeatedly
revised. Airlines advised tra-
vellers to check flight status be-
fare leaving for the airport, while
ground staff managed congestion
at secwrity and boarding gates.
Though operations began to st-
abilise later in the morning as
visihility improved, the kno-
ckon effects continued to
ripple through the day .
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IndiGo raises crew buffer
and pilot-to-aircraft ratio

Neha LM Tripathi

lethers@ hindustaniames com

NEW DELHI: IndiGo has
increased its crew buffer from
zero in December o 3% in Feb-
ruary and raised its pilof-to-air-
craft ratio, improvements that
‘have led government officisls to
expect minimal disruption
when exemptions on pilot rest
periods expire on February 10,
dsecording to olficials aware of
the matter.

The build-ip in pilot strength
comes as the airine prepares to
resume full compliance with
flight duty time limitation
(FOTL) norms that triggered
operational collapse in Decem-
ber, when IndiGo cancelled over
5,000 flights and drew a record
22 2 crove penalty from avia-
tion regulators alongside
accountability action against its
tog leadership.

The DBecember crisis forced
DGCA to grant temporary
exemptions on December 6,
allowing the airline to breach
night-duty restrictions until
February 10,

“We are expecting minimal
Might disruptions due o FOTL
violations,” a senior govern-
ment official said. asking not to
be mmed. A second senior offi-
cial, who asked not to be named
and spoke without mentioning
any specific measures aken by
the wirline, said: “A review on
IndiGo operations was con-
ducted on Bih and they are on
track.”

The assessment that opera-
tions will stabilise post-Febru-
ary 10 is based on rostering
plans showing IndiGo has
increased its ratio of pilot crews
ter aircraft — a key measure of
operational resilience — while
expanding reserve pilot
strength and maintaining a hir-
ing pipeline to offset attrition,
according to avistion ministry
data accessed by Hindustan

Times.

“The atrline has begiin plan-
ning operations al seven crew
sets peraircraft, with the Febau-
ary roster showing 7.2 sets, up
from 71 in January, based on
L1862 daily flights and a block
per trip day of 399 hours.” a
government official ssid. Crew
sets measure how many com-
plete pilot teams the airfine has
for each aircralt inits fleet.

In December, when it
encountered trouble, the airline
had fewer than six crew sets per
jet, according to documents

seen by HT.

The build-up in pilotstrength
comesas IndiGo prepares to
resumie full compliance with
operational collapse last year.,

“Crew bullers have Incregsed
from zero in Devember 2025 to
3% in Febrruary, while stantdby
crew levels have been raised to
a minimum of 15%," the official
said. Crew buffers represent
surplus pilot capacity bevond
the minimum required to oper-
ate scheduled flights, wri:h-
stardbyy crews are reserve pilots
rostered to cover sick calls or
scheduling disruptions.

But experts said the strength-
ening will need to be seenin the
context of the rules and sched-
wles to determine whether they
are enotigh. “To assess whether
IndiGo can operate smoothly
under the new FOTL, it needs to
be checked whether IndiGo has
at beast seven crew sets per air-
craft under the new FOTL," said
aviation expert Capt Mohan
Rangana referring to the
tougher crew rest rules from
which the airline was exempted
during the December chaos.

“The airline claims 7.2 sets,
meaning 7.2 captains and 7.2
corpilosts for each aireraft; for an
operational fleet. for instance; of
about 350 aircraft, that is
roughly 2520 captains and the
same number of first officers.
What matters is the captain-to-
co-pilot ratio, not total pilot
headcount, and the assessment
muist be based on aircraft actu-
ally [lying, as many are
grounded for engine issues. If
the numbers given o DGCA
meet this requirement, there
shiould be no disreptions due to
FDTL, but if they do not align
with the claimed 7.2 sets, the
roster cannot be sustained.” he
added.

As per government data pro-
vided on December 8, 2025,
IndiGe had 5,085 pilots in its
system. with around 350 active
aircraft

IndiGo hired 00 trainee frst

officers {n January and has
Manned training for 20 pilots a
maonth and sround 75 first offi-
cers in alternate months over
the next guarter, officials said.
However, attrition over the next
six months is projected at 81
captains and 12 first olficers,
with iﬂdcapls:i;- retirements
expected over the next year.

An email sent to IndiGo did
not elicit a respanse.

A review of the airline’s oper-
ational data by the ministry
shows fight cancellations in
January were driven largely by
weather and airspace-refated
disruptions rather than pilat
duty norms, officials said.

“Based on the data reviewed
by the ministry, recent flight
cancellations and disruptions
seen in the second half of Janu-
ary were largely due to weather,
airspace restrictions and other
operational factors,” a senjor
governmentofficial said. asking
nat to be named.

Faor the period between Jami-
ary 15 and 31, IndiGo operated
around 80% of planned services
in line with government direct-
Ives, with a total of 284 Nights
cancelled. “The largest share
was attributed to adverse
weather conditions and the cas-
cading impact such disruptions
have on tightly packed flight
schedules,” an official ssid, cit-
ing data submitted to DGCA.

The regulator has been morn-
toring IndiGio's operations since
the December meltdown,
“There is no indication to the
rerulator so fur that pitot duty
time porms have il:rfl:u flighi
cancellations affecting passen-
gers since last month,” another
official said, adding that passen-
ger schedules remained largely
unafficted by erew availability.

(S Randhawa. the president
of Federation of Indian Pilots
(FIP), said:"IndiCio has raised
crew  strength, including
standby pilats, by about 15% arl
begun following the night-land-
ing restrictions under the new
FOTL from early February but
a8 per me even without these,
the airline always had more
than adequate pilots. The stan-
durd requirement for an Airbus
AN is seven ciew sets, or 14
pllots per aircraft, which
already [actors night opera-
tions, sickness, traiming, medi-
cals, leave, time off, stand by
duties ete and IndiCo still shows
i surplus pilots, With the cur-
rent operational ficet. there is
no feason to expect cancella-
tions once the deadline ends”

352 DGCA NOTICES
TO AIRLINES SINCE
JAN 2024, INDIGO
HIGHEST WITH 98

Neha LM Tripathi

Reters i hindustantimes.com

MEW DELHI: Indis’s aviation
safety regulator issued 352
show-cause notices 1o demestic
airlines between January 2024
and December 2025, minister of
state for chvl avistion Murkidhar
Mohol said in a written reply to
Trinamool Congress MP Saket
Gokhale.

IndiGo, which sccounts for
the largest market share and has
440 gircraft, received the highest
number of these notices, fol-
lowed by Air India. which has
187 planes, according to infor-
mation tabbed in the Parliament
on Monday. The notices covered
vinlations across safety. opera-
tHems, maintenance, traming and
passenger-rights categories.

India currently has Fve major
airlines; IndiGo, Air India, Air
India Express, Akasa Alr and
Spicelel. InterGlobe Aviation
Ltd, which operates [ndiGeo,
accounted for 38 notices, nearky
28% of the total. Air India was
issued 84 notices, while Air India
Express received 65, Spicelet
Faced 45 notices and Allsmee Air
23, Akasa Air and FlyBig were
issued 17 and 12 notices respec-
tively, Mohol's reply stated. Air
India Express has 110 sircraft,
followed by Spicedet with 35 and
Akasawith 33,

Of the 352 cases, penalties
were imposed in 139 instances
and warnings were issued in 113,

Morhol sad that 33 matters led
1o suspension of personnel or
operations, while 15 resulted in
withdrawal of approvals. it also
stated that the DGCA found the
airline's reply satisfactory anly
in seven cases, enough to close
the matter without action. As
pet the shared by the minister, 1L
replies were still awaited and 29
cases remain under process,

Muohiod stated that monitoring
of enforcement had been digi-
tised through the eGCA portal

Replying whether the govern-
ment will prnlposn: 1o puhblish a
quarterly enlorcement dash-
board with nonconfidential out-
comes, he replied, “Real-time
momitoring of surveillance activ-
ities is carried out by DGCA
through the MIS {Management
Information System] portal
available on the eGCA portal.”
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DGCA issued 352
noticesto airlines
inlast 2 years

AVIATION WATCHDOG
DGCA issued 352show
cause notices toscheduled
commercial airlines for viol-
ations in the last two years,
according to government
data.IndiGoand AirIndia
received 98 and 84 show
cause notices, respectively,
fromJanuary1, 2024 to De-
cember 31, 2025. Among
other airlines, Air India Ex-
pressreceived 65show
cause notices, SpiceJet (45)
and Akasa Air (17), among
others during this period, as
per data provided by MoS
Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol to Rajya Sabhaon
Monday. Penalties were im-
posed with respectto 139
notices, as per the reply. PTI
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Easing aircraft supply puts
Akasaback on growth path

LA MEW DELHI

& alreraft supply con-
alralnils ease, Alkasa Alr
B reaching an mfexion

potrit—ressiming pllot hiring
anil reviving lis originally
envisaged growih plan,

=80 I'dl say that's a thing of

the prast, ™ sall Vienmy Db the
founder and chief executive
officeral Alosa Alr, lnanlser-
whew with After, veferving to
carleer delays. " The deliveries
are much more predictable,
il much more freguent.”

Alrcrafi deliveries drive |

pllot hiring, which in tum
letermlnes hayw mmaach caguc-
ity an aleline can dephoy and
howw elficlently it spaeids fixed
vomis—a chain Alasa says s
o noving agabi,

Akzsa. which operates an
all- Bt ragg maarmoow -hody Beet,
slowed fleet expansion and
prvinsecd piloe hiving as alrerafi
supply tightesd, as demand
reboumnded soross ldia'savia-
thti sector. Impresed delivery
scliedules ave now alliwlng
Aknsa fo nesume

Aireraft deliveriss hunes beronse mone presficiables, masking sn
inflexion point for Aksss Air slter two yesrs of disruptions. anmes

adrcraft makerwas tirgetlng ut
Rerast pwo delivesios a muonth in
2026 s productioninereased
i s 178 Eacdlithes.

India's commerelsl alrerafi
Heet oy stancs at arcnmd B
sdrevafl, with IndiGo aperating
abwou -0 planes, the Adr Lol
graonap arodne] 2957 ol Sploe-
Jetabout 35, underscoring the
seale gnp Aknsa s seeking 1o
heridge as deliveries phck up,

Withalrerafi dellvery pack-
Iy oge, Akasa resumed pilo

hirtng after an ks

growth withoul Akasa has modeth panse and
eSO rLbg Lo wel- restarted pilot I8 mow recrulilng
leasing or alter- hiring after an cuperemed frst

ing inssingle-type 18-month pause, officers. The air-

et strategy, It inltially focu

Tirses wvosaled wiilen

indducted bwoadr- hiring to inehede
craft in January on experie cadel  panmner-
el o Feliru- first officers shilps il i
ary. Two more — rienced pilots as
areexperiod Bter deliveries aceel-

this month Cne totwo abrersft
are due in March, said Dube.
The abrine opserages 35 Boring
TAT MAX adreraffi, lneloding
thee threw added so Tar inc 026

Lasinched in Ausgnast 22,
Akusa bs awalting compdition
of its 226-alrerafl arder with
Boelng, underpinning long-
term expansion plans. Thesta-
hilization in deliveries coin-
cliles with Boeing's effors 1o
ramngaep o oDy produie-
thon. Boeing Indio and South
Asia president Salil Gupte lad
varlier told Afiaf that the US

erates, Dube addded.

“You know dllof those 235
vears g, whien we Arst spokis
with Boelng and woaderstood
Fronm them that our deliveries
weotlid ned bee af the pace tlaat
we ortginally intended, there
wasavery conschous decison,”
Db salil =W may hasse extra
pulasts, bonthey wers commis-
ted when we were a young alr
B, We can't elther Liy them
ulff or furlough them." Alkasa
currently emgploys ¥75 pilots

Duhe sal il the hiring push s
wnrielated to thie new phase-11

Mezhit dhuty L limistation mle.
“Soohiegg thiat e deseribed
e b linloed o the nesw FITTL
s Theese are linhed toour
alreraft delivery schedule
W deliveries are on trck, i1s
fleet could grow to-45-50 alr-
crat dn 218 montles imgpaoy-
ing fuel efficlency, lowerlng
miintemninee costs and easing
weorkdng capilal pressires, said
Caagan Dixie, vice-president —
ool am s, anil aviation, Elars
Cagsital Profleabdlity, however,
sl 2-2 5 vears away, be aaid.
Despiltie hibghitemod compe-
Eithty e ] sgrressive cxpacity
mlditioens across India’s avia-
thom erurken. Aknes says o ls ot
cliabng musrkes shore or mu-
g mudd-course sirategic shifis
“Being apportudstic s mot
nwcessarily a good thing as i
iletracts from discipline, " sald
Db “There's naosthing Ahosa
has historbeally done that’s
besen opporiumistic*
Instead, it Foeuses on operi-
tianal discipline, cost contrual
and capltal strength, where
muost wirkimes Dltered. Dube
sahl. A belg reason alrlines gel
Into trosthle Is belng under-
capltalised. We eould make
other misiakes, bt certalnly
ot these two—belng umder-
capitallsed amid hoving an
umseangetitive cost ot e
al gl el fi erctil. oo
Fow itn evbenled version of
Hhiv ety gedo lveminl_com.,
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Cumulative loss of airlines touched
35,280.73 crore in FY25, says govt

NEW DELHI: The cumila-
tive loss of Indian airlines stood
at Bs 538973 crore in the last
financial year, with Air India
Group alone accounting lor Rs
9,808.12 crore of the total loss,
according to official data.

Ot of the 11 operators, 4
had reported profit — IndiGo,
Blue Dart, Star Air and Indi-
aOne Air. The data was pro-
vided as part of a written reply
to the Rajya Sabha on Monday
by Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohaol.

In 2024-25, Air India and
Adr India Express recorded a
loss of Rs 3,975.75 crore and
Rs 583237 crore, respectively
while Akasa Abr reported a loss
of Rs 1,986.25 crore.

State-owned Alliance Air's

loss was at Rs 691.12 crore
and that of Spice]et stood at
Rs 55.67 erore in the last fiscal
Other loss-making operators
were Fly91 (Rs 67.65 crore) and
Cuikjet Cargo (Rs 1.34 crore).

IndiGo raked in a profit of

Rs 7,253 30 crore and other
profitable entities were Star Air
{Rs 68.75 crore), Blue Diart {Rs
.71 crore) and IndiaOne Air
{Bs (.33 crore).

Four out of 11
operators had
reported profit
— IndiGo, Blue
Dart, Star Air and
IndiaOne Air

All these figures are after
considering  extraordinary
items. In the reply to CPI-M
member John Brittas, the
Union minister also said that
in a deregulated aviation mar-
ket, airfares are neither fixed
nor regulated by the govern-
ment and are determined by air-
lines based on demand-supply
dynamics and other commercial
considerations. ]
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Time to fly over traffic? Air taxi proposal is here

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Anair taxicorri-
dor linking Gurgaon, Con-
naught Place and Noida In-
ternational Airport could
cut travel time from hours to
mere minutes and help ease
chronic infrastructure bott-
lenecks in Delhi-NCR, accor-
dingtoaConfederationof In-
dian Industry (CIT) report.

It outlines a phased road-
map for safe and regulated in-
tegration of electric vertical
take-off and landing aircraft
{eVTOLs)and other emerging
technologies into the count-
rv's aviation ecosystem.

A successful Delhi-NCR pi-
lotcould serve asatemplate for
similar high-density corridors
in Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chen-
nai and Hvderabad, positio-
ning India at the forefront of
wrban air mobility adoption.

The report identifies the
Gurgaon-central  Delhi-Je-
war Airport triangle as a
high-demand route because
of intense road congestion
and long commuitie times,

While it typically takes
between two and two and a
half hours from Connaught
Place to Noida airport by ro-
ad, the proposed aerial route
cancomplete the same trip in
18 to 20 minutes under stan-
dard operating conditions.
The full corridor can be cove-
red in under 30 minutes, com-
pared to up to three hours by
road during peak traffic, ac-
cording to the report.

The proposal is part of a
broader report on advanced
air mobility, released by civil
aviation minister Rammohan
Naidu Kinjarapu. It describes
next-generation air mohility

GURGAON TO
CENTRAL DELHI| IN

Cll proposes a pilot advanced air
mobility corridor linking
Gurgaon-Connaught Place-
Noida International Airport

The corridor is positioned as a
testbed for scaling air taxi services in
high-density urban regions

Reduced Travel Time

> Gurgaon-Central Delhi aerial “u w
travel estimated at under 12 minutes,
compared to 60-90 minutes by road

» Connaught Place- Noida International
Airport leg could be completed in
around 20 minutes, versus 2-2.5 hours
by car during peak congestion

Rooftop Vertiports Key To

Rapid Deployment

» Report highlights rooftops of
hospitals, commercial complexes, tech
parks and residential towers as ideal
vertiport sites

» Rooftop vertiports cut land acquisition
costs and enable faster rollout compared
to greenfield infrastructure

» Can reduce capital expenditure by
30-50%

L]

AN,

- IGI alrpnrt

Ennnau ht Place "

Huir_fa Sector 18
Noida |nternational Airpart
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Safety And Fire Norms &

» Report calls for DGCA standards
on structural safety, fire norms,
evacuation protocols and
obstacle-free clearances

» Integration with urban air
traffic management is flagged as
essential
» Recommends acoustic zoning,
night curfews and continuous
noise monitoring in residential and
sensitive areas
Navigating Restricted
Airspace
» Routes must avoid IGI Airport
airspace, Delhi Cantonment,
Lutyens' Zone and other red zones
» Planned detours increase
distance but remain significantly
faster than road travel

(2
» Vertiports should be Ny
powered predominantly
by renewable energy, including
rooftop solar and battery storage

» Calls for minimum green
building certification for publicly
supported vertiports

Clean Energy Push

as a high-impact solution to
congestion in India’s rapidly
expanding cities.

A key pillar of the propo-
sal is the use of rooftop verti-
ports, particularly atop hospi-
tals, commercial buildings,
tech parks and high-rise
complexes. Acquiring land
for ground-based wvertiports
in dense urban areas is prohi-
bitively expensive and time-
consuming, whereas rooftops
offer underutilised real estate

that can be retrofitted at a sig-
nificantly lower cost, the re-
port notes, Rooftop vertiports
could reduce capital expendi-
ture by 30% to 50% and allow
the air service to be operatio-
nal withina vear.

In the initial phase, air
taxioperationscould belimi-
ted to medical and emergen-
cy cases, such as transpor-
ting organs, while operating
from hospital rooftops and
existing helipads that can be

upgraded for low-frequency
eVTOL operations.

The phased deployment is
aimed at building operational
confidence, validating safety
systems and securing public
acceptance before upscaling
Lo passenger services,

The report's feasibility
matrix highlights strong
operational viability for the
Delhi-NCR corridor. The pro-
posed aerial route length of
63 to 76 km is substantially

shorter than the equivalent
distance of 110 to 120 km on
road, while planned detours
ensure compliance with In-
dia's complex airspace rest-
rictions. Flight paths would
avoid sensitive zones, rou-
ting aircraft via northern
and south-eastern ares to
maintain safety and regula-
tory compliance.

From Gurgaon, the air-
craft is set to follow a north-
ward arc via Punjabi Bagh

and Civil Lines to avoid Luty-
ens’ Delhi, Delhi Cantonment
and IGI Airport airspace, in-
creasing the effective distance
to about 35 to 38 km but Kee-
ping travel time under 12 mi-
nutes. The central Delhi-Je-
war leg would skirt Tughlaka-
bad and Okhla, passing thro-
ugh peri-urban areas before
entering the UP airspace.

Environmental conside-
rations also feature promi-
nently. The report notes that
eVTOLs offer zero tailpipe
emissions and lower noise
profiles compared to helicop-
ters, particularly if werti-
ports and charging infrast-
ructure are powered by rene-
wable energy. Measures like
acoustic zoning, noise moni-
toring, restricted operating
hours and avoidance of eco-
logically sensitive areas ha-
ve been recommended.

The report places the mi
nistry of civil aviation as the
policy lead, with Directorate
General of Civil Aviation re-
sponsible for certification, sa-
fety oversight and vertiport
standards. Airports Authori-
ty of India is set to play a criti-
cal role in airspace integra-
tion alongside existing air
traffic control systems.

Chandrajit Banerjee, di-
rectar general of CII, said in
the report, “The commence-
ment of operations at Noida
airport not only expands our
global connectivity but also
highlights the urgent need to
address urban congestion in
NCR. This report moves be-
yond theory; it provides a
grounded, techniecal and re-
gulatory roadmap by utili-
sing a hypothetical corridor
connecting Gurgaon, CP and
the airport,” he said.
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Plane, Not Simple

Indigenous aircraft making will be a game
changer. Invest in R&D now and learn by doing

ndia desperately needs aircraft, both civilian and military. On
I thedefence front, the country’s dwindling fighter jet squadrons

have raised concerns. That's why the expected clearance for
the purchase of 114 Rafale fighter jets from France, ahead of
Emmanuel Macron's upcoming visit, assumes salience. But
will that be smooth flying? The American acquisition of French
component supplier LMB Aerospace could bring Rafale sales
under US's International Traffic in Arms Regulations. This could
potentially see sale of Rafale platforms with LMB components
requiring a US waiver. The other plane fact - India has a massive
civilian aircraft order book of over 2,000 planes over the next
decade, but all of these have to be imported.

So, there's a strong case for indigenous aircraft production,
both civilian and military. Govt is planning to earmark ¥12,511cr
- to set up an SPV for developing a

3 : regional transport aircraft, with
the bulk of the money going
towards certification, testing and
infra. Certification, particularly,
is a technically challenging
and expensive process. Note that
China’s domestically developed
civilian aireraft, C919, thatentered
commercial service in 2023 still

R — = doesn’t have certification from
either European Union Aviation Safety Agency or US Federal
Aviation Administration. This means the vast majority of airlines
can't induct the plane into their fleet.

But the biggest challenge for India is creating the ecosystem for
aireraft manufacturing. This requires thousands of specialised
suppliers for everything from avionics to landing gear. Then comes
the engine issue — even Chinese aircraft don't have indigenous
engines. But we have to start somewhere, and learning by doing
is the best way forward. Adani Group’s recent Mol with Brazil's
Embraer to set up a regional aircraft manufacturing facility in
India is a good step. A civilian aircraft manufacturing base will
have obviousspillover benefitsfor the military And thismay finally
see us crack the engine riddle down the road. But GOI's regional
aircraft SPV and boosted investments in R&D will be critical.
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