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Second airport: We may send two
proposals, says M B Patil

BENGALURU, DHNS

Development Minister M B

Patilindicated on Saturday
thatthe government may even
propose two locations to the
Centre for the proposed sec-
ond Bengaluru airport.

Locations along the Nel-
amangala-Mangaluru Na-
tional Highway (NH-75) and
KanakapuraRoad, stretching
towards Mysuru Road, have
emerged as front-runners for
the second airport.

Deputy Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar, who also holds
the Bengaluru City Develop-
ment portfolio, is reportedly
in favour of building the new
airport in the city’s southern

Industries&lnfrastructure

Industries Minister M B Patil
in Bengaluru on Saturday.
DH PHOTO/S K DINESH

direction while Home Minis-
ter G Parameshwara wants it
closer to his home district of
Tumakuru.

“By February 17, after the
Invest Karnataka summit,
we may send one or even two

proposals to the Airports Au-
thorityofIndia (AAI). The AAI
will screen what we send and
then let us know which site is
suitable. There is still much
todo,” Patil told reporters. “If
both proposals are okayed,
then we will decide based on
the interest of the state.”

Patil specified that there
was no confusion about the
second airport. “l am person-
ally monitoring this,” he said.
“We have made a shortlist of
four sites. Of them, we are
particularly focusing on two
sites. We have briefed the
chief minister once. Another
round of briefing will be held,”
the minister said, refusing to
disclose the shortlisted sites.
» MB Patil, Page 6

Second airport:
We may send
two proposals,
says MB Patil

MB Patil, from Page 1

“When we decide (on the
location), we will spell out
the reasons transparently,”
he said.

Karnataka started doing
its homework on building a
second airport for Bengalu-
ru in June 2024, “We have
started work because it will
take 7-8 years to complete,”
he said. “The clause that no
other airport can come up
withina 150-km radiusof the
Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA) endsin 2033,
Also, the KIA will meer its
capacity of 100 million pas-
sengers by 2030," he said.

The location of the new
airport must be viable from
the investors point-of-view,
Patil argued.

“Say,ifl take theairportto
Vijayapuraand provideland,
will investors come? Inves-
tors such as Ambani, Tata,
Adani, Bengaluru Interna-
tional Airport Lid (BIAL) or
whoever...they will look at
viability. We gave BIAL a 25
year exclusivity clause only
forits viability.” Patil said.
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AAl completes designand
flight procedures for Navi
Mumbai and Jewar airports

Airports Authority of India
(AAD) announced the suc-
cessful completion of airspace
designand flight procedures
for the Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport and Noida
International Airport (Jewar].

This achievement under-
scores AAl's expertise in
managing complex airspace
configurations, especially
for airports situated near
some of the busiest aviation
hubsin the country. As India's
Air Navigation Service
Provider (ANSP), AAI is
entrusted with the manage-
ment of Air Navigation Serv-
ices across the nation, includ-
ing at the upcoming airports
at Navi Mumbai and Noida
(Jewar).

For accomplishment the
objective AAI collaborated
with M/s Boeing India which
provided invaluable support
through comprehensive sim-
ulation and conflict analysis.
ShriVipin Kumar, Chairman,

AAL said that “In the context
of the on-going strategic
partnership between the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAT)
and Boeing India, experts
from Boeing collaborated
with the AAI Flight Procedure
Design team to assess and
confirm the arrival and depar-
ture protocols for the new
airports being developed in
Jewar (Noida) and Navi Mum-
bai.

The joint efforts have facil-
itated the safe and efficient
integration of operations at
these new airports with exist-
ing operations in Delhi 1GI
and Mumbai CSMIA airports.
The anticipated increase in
air traffic in both terminal
areas will be managed in a
way that conserves fuel and
track miles forairlines, while
also alleviating the workload
for air traffic controllersand
maintaining safe separation
between aircraft at neigh-
bouring international airports.
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MNF opposes Mizoram Govt’s ‘move’ to

hand over Lengpui Airport to IAF

Given Mizoram’s strategic location near China, Lengpui may be developed
into a jet fighter base like Pune, Tezpur, Bagdogra, and Srinagar
Frequent fighter jet sorties and airspace restrictions may reduce flight

ZODIN SANGA

AIZAWL, Feb 8: The Op-
position Mizo National Front
(MNF) on Saturday vowed
to prevent the Lengpui Air-
port from being handed over
to the Indian Air Force (IAF).

Amid the ongoing contro-
versy over the Zoram People's
Movement (ZPM)-led Gov-
emment's plan to transfer the
State's lone airport to the IAE
a team of MINF legislators led
by Leader of Opposition Lal-
chhandama Ralte, visited the
Lengpui Airport today.

Speaking to reporters,
Ralte said both the MNF and
the Congress governments
had worked hard to establish
the arport, and successive
administrations had borne its
operational costs.

“When the ZPM assumed
power in December 2023,
one of the first initiatives of
Chief Minister Lalduhoma
was to propose handing over

our airport to the IAF, which
15 shameful,” Ralte said.

“Former Chief Ministers
Lal Thanhawla (Congress)
and Zoramthanga (MNF)
managed to retain ownership
of the airport despite finan-
cial challenges. This proves
the ZPM Government's to-
tal financial failure,” he said.

Ralte warned of multiple
consequences in the event of
the IAF taking control of the
Lengpui Airport.

“Across India, 27 IAF-con-
trolled arrports have civihan
enclaves. These bases prior-
itise military operations, in-
cluding fighter jet and trans-
port plane activities. Given
Mizoram's strategic location
near China, Lengpui could be
developed into a jet fighter
base like Pune, Tezpur, Bag-
dogra, and Srinagar,” Ralte
pointed out.

“Frequent fighter jet sor-
ties and airspace restrictions
could reduce flight frequen-

frequency, impacting Mizoram's economic progress

Lengpui and its surroundings, including Aizawl, may become high-priority
targets during conflict due to the airport’s position as a military installation

cy, mpacting Mizoram's eco-
nomic progress. Nose pol-
lution from military aircraft
will also dhsrupt Aizawl and
the nearby areas,” the MNF
leader maintained

“Lengpui and its surround-
ings, including Aizawl, could
become lngh-prionty targets
in times of conflict due to the
awrport’s strategic importance
as a mihtary mstallation, Ralte
said, while asserting that the
people of Mizoram would
never allow their airport to
be taken aver by the IAE

The Leader of Opposition
added that the previous MNF
Government had already
proposed constructing a sec-

ond runway and submtted its
detailed project report
{DPR) to the Centre.

“With India’s Act East Pol-
icy 1n focus, our dream s to
upgrade Lengpui into an in-
ternational airport. That will
never happen if the IAF takes
control of it,” he said.

Echoimng him, MNF legisla-
tor Lalrintluanga Sailo vowed
to fight aganst the move,

Meanwhile, the NGO Co-
ordination Committee
(NGOCC), a conglomerate of
major civil societies and stu-
dent organisations, met Chuef
Mimster Lalduhoma on Fni-
day and reiterated their op-
position to the State Govern-

ment's plan to hand over the
Lengpui Awrport to the IAE a
release issued by the
NGOCC stated.

The NGOCC leaders told
the Chief Mimister that they
had already issued a state-
ment on August 9 last year,
opposing the proposed trans-
fer of the airport. On Friday,
they formally submitted
their ohjections in writing.

“We urged the Chief Minis-
ter not to hand over the air-
port’s authonty to the [AE
Even if mamtammg the airport
18 a financial burden, we ap-
pealed to him to explore oth-
er options rather than trans-
ferrng it to the IAE" they sad.
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Where will the second
international airport be?

Leaders vie for
their chosen spots
to be where the
new airport will
come up, but so
far no decision has
been taken

| Sridhar Vivan
sridharvivan
@timesofindia.com

TWEETS @sridharvMirror

political tug-of-war

has begun among

influential leaders

within the ruling par-
ty regarding the construction
of a second international
airport in Bengaluru, Fol-
lowing Home Minister Dr. G
Parameshwara’s suggestion
that an international air-
port in Tumakuru would be
beneficial for connecting 21
districts, Deputy Chief Min-
ister DK Shivakumar said,
“I wish for a new airport in
my hometown.” However,
he clarified that decisions

regarding the airport’s loca-
tion would not be in their
hands. “The airport con-
struction process involves
multiple considerations. The
final decision on whether
the airport should be in Bi-
dadi, Nelamangala-Solur, or
Tumbkur will be made by the
Alrport Authority,” he stated.
Reacting to Shivakumar's
statement, Parameshwara
remarked, “Whether the air-
port is built in Bidadi or Tu-
makuru, the advantages will
be the same.”

It may be noted that the
state government’s proposal
for a second international
airport in Bengaluru has
received positive feedback
from the central govern-
ment, but the decision re-
garding its location remains
a contentious issue. The
competition between Tu-
makuru, Bidadi, and Nela-
mangala-Solur for the airport
site has led to delays in final-
ising the location,

In light of increasing pas-
senger traffic and air traffic
congestion at Kempegowda
International Airport (KIAL),

Cabinet will decide on location after
obtaining from authorities

there has been growing de-
mand for a second airport.
The state government is
pushing for approval from
the central government,
even as Tamil Nadu seeks to
seize the opportunity for its
own development, However,
the state has not yet been
able to finalise the location
of the second airport,

Final decision
gending:

hivakumar
Shivakumar told reporters,
“I wish for an airport in my
hometown, but it is not that
simple. There are several fac-
tors that must be considered
in airport construction. The
final decision regarding the
location of the airport will be
made by the Airport Author-
ity.” The matter is under dis-
cussion in cabinet meetings,
with Industry Minister MB
Patil leading a site inspec-
tion. “After discussions with
the Chief Minister and me,
the Cabinet will decide on
the location, after obtaining
the necessary permissions
from the authorities,” Shi-
vakumar added. Responding
to claims that former lead-
ers HD Deve Gowda and HD
Kumaraswamy are attempt-
ing to gain credit for the
second airport, Shivakumar
remarked, “When they were
in power, they didn't make
any efforts for a second air-
port. Now we are taking the
initiative. They are trying to
push for it from their local
landowners, and | too will
ensure that my local land-
owners push for it.”
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Drone spotted
inside airport
FPJ News Service

MUMBEA

The Sahar police have booked
an unidentified individual for
flying a drone within
restricted airport premises.
According to the FIR, the
drone was first spotted bv o
pilot in an airside area of
Terminal 2 on Friday morn-
ing. Subsequently, an afrport
security personnel informed
the Anti-Terrorist Squad,
which was patrolling the air-
port, that a drone-like object
had been spotted in the apron
area, taxiway and rumvay
The authorities managed to
seize the gadget, but could
not find who was operating it.
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Flights diverted from city
airport due to dense fog

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI

A few flights were diverted from
the Chennai airport on Saturday
morning due to dense fog.

After 6 a.m., the visibility
started to dip to 800 m and, by 7
a.m., it dropped to 200 m. The
visibility level improved after 8
a.m., and flight operations re-
verted to normal after 9 a.m.
When the visibility was hit, four
flights, including those from
Muscat, Pune, and Singapore,
were diverted from the airport.

The Regional Meteorological
Centre (RMC), Chennai, had re-

corded moderate to dense fog in
Chennai and its neighbourhoods
between 7.30 a.m. and 8.30 a.m.
on Saturday.

Ofhicials said the surplus rain-
fall and the extended northeast
monsoon had led to excess mois-
ture in the atmosphere. Diurnal
temperature variation was one of
the reasons cited for radiation
fog. Weather experts said fog in
February was less common in
Nungambakkam and Meenam-
bakkam. The RMC has predicted
the possibility of mist or haze
cover at isolated pockets in Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry during the
morning hours for two days.
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Mizoram govt bid to hand over

airport to IAF stirs political row

HC Vanlalruata| Tnn

Aizawl: Mizoram’s main op-
position, Mizo National
Front (MNF), vowed to pre-
vent Lengpui airport in state
capital from going into the
hands of Indian Air Force
even as Zoram People's
Movement (ZPM) govt has
been making efforts to hand
over the lone airport to IAF.
A team of MNF legislators,
led by opposition leader
Lalchhandama Ralte, visit-
ed the airporton Saturday.
Ralte said both MNF and
Congress govis had put lot of
efforts in establishing the
state’s first airport and suc-
cessive govts ran the airport.
“When ZPM assumed office
in Dec 2023, one of the first
things that CM Lalduhoma
did was proposing the hand-
ing over of our airport to [AF,
which is shameful,” he said.
“Previous CMs Lal Than-
hawla (Congress) and Zo-
ramthanga (MNF) were able
to retain ownership of the

Uppnsttmn MNF hlghhghted
adverse consequences — like
civilian-military conflict — if
Lengpui airport in state capital
is handed over to IAF

airport despite financial dif-
ficulties. This shows ZPM
govt's total financial fail-
ure,” hesaid whilehighlight-
ing adverse consequences —
like civilian-military con-
flict — if the airport is hand-
ed overto IAF.

“Across India, 27 IAF-
controlled airports have ci-
vilian enclaves. These bases
often prioritise military op-
erations, including jet fight-
er and transport plane activ-
ities. Locations such as
Pune, Tezpur, Bagdogra, and

Srinagar serve as examples.
With Mizoram’s strategic lo-
cation near China, itislikely
that Lengpui will be devel-
oped into a jet fighter base,”
he said, adding, “Frequent
fighter jet sorties and air-
space restrictions could lim-
it civilian flight operations,
affecting flight frequency
and impacting Mizoram'’sec-
onomic progress. Noise pol-
lution from fighter jets
would also disrupt nearby
areas, including Aizawl.”
“Lengpui and its sur-
roundingareas, including Ai-
zawl, could become high-pri-
ority targets during conflicts
due to the airport’s strategic
importance as a military in-
stallation. People of Mizo-
ram will never allow their be-
loved airport to go into the
hands of IAE"” he added.
Ralte said previous MNF
govt had already proposed
construction of a second
runway. The detailed project
report of this had already
been submitted to Centre.
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Fog after 6am hits
flights to city all day

First Time In
Feb, Say
Authorities

Times News Nerwonk

Chennai: Poor visibility at
Chennai airport, caused by
fogey conditions, disrupted
operations and affected the
schedule of nearly 50 arri-
vingand departing flightson
Saturday morning. The ca-
seading effect continued into
the late afternoon.

Flights of British Airwa-
¥s from London, Oman Air
from Muscat, and Singapore
Airlines from Singapore we-
re diverted to Hyderabad as
fog engulfed the airside, re-
ducing visibility to 300 met.
res. A Qatar Air flight from
Doha was diverted to Benga-
luru, whilea Sri Lankan Air-
lines plane from Colombo
and an Indigo aircraft from
Kuala Lumpur were diverted
to Coimbatore, Domestic
flights from Pune and Port
Blair were diverted to Tiru-
pati.

Additionally, the arrival
of an Air Asiaflight from Ku-
ala Lumpur was delayed by

Flights of British Airways from
London, Oman Air from Muscat,
and Singapore Airlines from
Singapore were diverted to
Hyderabad as fog engulfed the

| airside, reducing visibility to 300m

two hours, while an Indigo
fMlight from Singapore landed
an hour later than schedu-
led. Similarly an Indigo
flight from Abu Dhabiandan
Emirates flight from Dubai
were delayed by 45 minutes,
and an Etihad fAight from
Abu Dhabi was delayed by 950
minutes.

Alrport authorities said
that runway visibility, which
wasat 1,000 metres until 6am,
had reduced to 600 metres at
Tam. Between T7.30am and
B.30am, the visibility further
dropped to 200 metres, ma-
kingitextremely difficult for
pilots to land and take off
from the runway

Due to the delays in arri-
ving flights, the departure
schedule was also disrupted.
Although runway visibility
improved to 1.000 meires af-
ter Sam, the cascading effect
of thedisruption lasted until
late afternoon. The Oman
Air flight, which was diver-

ted to Hyderabad, returneda-
round 12.30 pm, but the de-
parture from Chennai to Mu-
scat was rescheduled to Sun-
day at 130am. Passengers
who reached the airport we-
re provided with hotel ac-
commodation. Meanwhile,
an Indigo flight between Ko-
chi and Chennai was cancel-
led due to disruptions in
flight operations.

Airport authorities said
thiswasthelirst time they fa-
ced disruptions in opera-
tions due to fog in Feb. *Usu-
ally, only during Bhogi and
Diwali celebrations do we fa-
ce difficulty due to smoke
from firecrackers and bur
ningwaste, Also, itisstrange
that visibility is clear until 6
am and then the fog forms.
We have sought the met
dept’s advice for the upco-
ming days,” sais an official
On Feb 4, flight operations
were also disrupted at Chen-
naidue tofog.
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50 flights hit at
Chennai airport
due to fog

1 "he poor visibility at

Chennai airport,
caused by fogey conditions,
disrupted operations and
affected the schedule of
nearly 50 arriving and de-
parting flights on Saturday
morning, The cascading ef-
fect continued into the late
afternoon. Airport author-
ities said this was the first
time they faced disruptions
in operations due to fog in
Feb, Meanwhile, Meteorol-
ogists said foggy mornings
may continue in the city P4
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Airlines tailor fresh offerings to
meet surge in corporate travel

STEPPING UP. New services, product tweaks aim to tap into the evolving needs of SMEs and business travellers

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Murnibai

Corporate travel is on the
rise amid sustained eco-
nomic growth, and airlines
are responding to the higher
demand  with  product
rweaks and new fearures.

While IndiGo will soon
launch its  business-class
product on the Delhi-Chen-
nai route, Air India is target-
ing small and medium en-
terprises (SMEs) with a
separate portal and attract-
ive pricing.

“The SME portal 15 poing
to really help improve our
penctration of corporations
becanse SMEs are hard to
penctrate. They are small
and fragmented. So we are
now encouraging them to
come and book directly
with us through the portal,
and we are providing very
attractive terms and pri-
cing,” Air India’s chief com
mercial officer N'tpl,:m Ag-
garwal said In a recent

SHIFTING GEARS. Fram flexible pricing to koyalty benefts,
airlines are ime-tuning their services to meet rising demands

interaction.

Strengthening of sales
team, expanded network
and consistency in product,
post Vistara merger, is also
helping Air India grow irs
carporate business. It has
added 1,700 plus corporate
clients in the past few years.

IndiGo's CEO Pieter El
bers said the airline's busi-
ness class product has re
ceived a positive response
following its roll-out last

MNovember. “We are encour-
aged by the results. The
combination of a business
class and a loyalty pro
Eramme 8 very strong as-
sat,” Elbers said.

STRONG UPTICK

International  airlines  too
are seeking a pie of the busi
ness as improved economic
outlook is leading to more
travel. Auto and FMOG see-
tors have seen a pick up in

sales  in the December,
Gross foreign direct invest-
ment and exports from In-
dia too have shown growth.

Last September, Malaysia
Airlines revamped its cor-
porate travel product en-
abling customers to earn
and burn reward points for
upgrades, extra baggage al-
lowance among others, The
airline also expanded its of-
ferings to cater to SMEs
with preferential fares and
personalised support,

Dersenish  Aresandiran,
Chief Commercial Officer,
Malaysia Aviation Group,
said India 15 & key market
for the airline, “Our corpor
ate travel programme is de-
signed to meet the evolving
needs of Indian businesses
by delivering seamless and
rewarding  travel  experi-
ence,” he added.

Air Mauritius 1% offering
Incentives 1o travel agents
to push meetings, confer-
ences and events in the is
land nation. As a part of ity
scheme, agents are being

offered  TS00-1,000  per
flown passenger depending
upon the size of the growp.

“Direct connectivity and
increased capacity have ere-
ated a strong uprick for des-
tinations like Azerbaijan,
Georgla, Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan and this is good
news for the corporate
MICE sepment,” said In-
diver Rastogi, President and
Global Head, business
travel of Thomas Cook In
diz and SOTC,

Overall, Thomas Cook
India has seen 13 per cent
vear-on-year growth in its
business trave] sepment.

Industry executives say
there i8 no let-up in corpor-
ate travel despite increase
in hotel rates and airfares
over pre-Covid period.

“Strong economic growth
and political stability are
driving business travel with
our data showing a 6-8 per
cent growth in bookings for
H2 2024 versus H2 2023
said Sunny Sodhi, Managing
Director, FCM India.
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Pacific Air Forces (PACAF) F35 fighter jet arrives at the Yelahanka Airbase ahead of

Aeraindia 2025 inBengalury on Saturday, o- PHOTo B IsHaDHay

Aero India to spotlight
homegrown aviation tech

HALs indigenously developed
light utility helicopter to take
centre stage

R A

SHANTANU HORNAD
BENGALURL. DHNS

at aviation enthusiests will wit-
neas at ‘Acro India 2025, slated
for February 10-14 at the Yelo-

hanka Alr Force Station, are indigenously |
developed technologies,

Prominent among these ks the display
by the CSIR-National Aerospace Labo-
ritories, which includes the 2.5-Meter
Continuous Wind Tunnel. This project is
expected to becompleted by July 2023,

“We have received in-principle approe-
ol and will seck final clearance from the
competent government authority, Deved-
oped in collaboration with ISRO, DRDOY,
antd CSIR-NAL, this cility will support
futuristic acrospace programs.” said R
Venkiatesh, Chief Scientist and Head of
the Project and Business Management
Directorate (PBMD) at CSIR-NAL.

Additionally, NAL's industry partner,
Magic Myma, willshowcase an agricufural
hexacopter, developed through a techno-
vy tramsler o the starmup, This hexacop-
tercan be used for last-mibe delivery.

“MAL has issued the expres-

siom of interest for the joint de-
velopment of light ammunition
UAY, a kamikaze drone with a Zﬁ
800 km endurance and 25-30 5
kg payload, powered by our in-
digenous 30 HP Wankel engine, /NERO!
addressing the nations refiance
oiimporied gt engines, Theactual éngine
isdisplayed arourstall.” added Venkaresh,

HAL's LUH an display

Hindustan Acronauvtics Limited's (HAL)
Indigenously designed and developed
Light Ukility Helicopter (LUH) will take

Indigenously developed 30HP Wankel
Engine. creoim maw

CREDT; SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

centre singe,

With “Flight of Self-Reliance” as the
centtral therme of the Tndia Pavilion, HAL
will display a functional full-scale engi-
neering demonstrator of the Combat Air
Teaming System (CATS) Warrior, along
with HAL'S entry into civil aviation: the
Advanced Light Helicopter
Next Generation (ALH NG).
For the first time, a [: model of
the Advanced Medium Combat
Ajreralt (AMCA) will also be
showeased ot the Pavilion,

HAL's indoor pavillon will
Feanme stare-of-the-art avionics
systems such is the Mission Management
System, Digital Map Generator, Data
Lite-Commumication System, [FF & CIT,
andan Indigenous Commumication Com-
plexwith an Audio Management System,
Audbo Wariiig System, aed Rodio Conirol
Panels.

]
NDHA,
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Soaring ahead:
Aviation boom

India’s air transport sector is rapidly growing, fuelled by
rising passenger demand and government initiatives

Artha.Neog@timesofindia.com

s one of the fastest-growing aviation
Amarkets globally, India’s air trans-

port sector has undergone signifi-
cant transformations in recent years. Driv-
en by increasing passenger demand, gov-
ernment initiatives, and technological
advancements, this feature explores the
key trends, challenges, and prospects for
the Indian air transport market.

According to data from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), India wit-
nessed a remarka-
ble recovery in air
travel in 2024, with
domestic passenger
traffic surpassing
161 million. This
resurgence can be
attributed to several
factors, including

The Indian air
transport market is
poised for sustained
growth. By 2030, it is
projected that India
will become the
third-largest aviation
market globally

the expanding middle class and a surge in lei-
sure travel as individuals resumed vacations
and family visits. International passenger
traffic also rose substantially, with 30 million
passengers traveling abroad, reflecting
robust demand for international routes.
Major airports recorded record-high traffic
numbers, further underscoring the sector’s
recovery and growth.

The Indian government continues to
prioritise air connectivity expansion
through initiatives like the UDAN (Ude
Desh ka Aam Naagrik) scheme, which aims
to make air travel more affordable and
accessible. This program has led to the
establishment of new regional airports
and the launch of several underserved
routes, significantly enhancing connectiv-
ity to remote areas. Over 619 routes have
been operationalised under UDAN,
encompassing 88 airports.

The industry anticipates Budget 2025-26

PICS: ISTOCK

will bring new announcements to
bolster this initiative further. Liv-
ing up to expectations, the gov-
ernment unveiled an ambitious
vision for UDAN’s future, plan-
ning to expand the scheme to 120
new destinations and aiming to
cater to an additional four crore
passengers over the next 10 years.
For FY26, the government has allo-
cated ¥2,400 crore to the Civil Avia-
tion Ministry, including ¥540 crore
earmarked specifically for the UDAN
scheme. Additionally, major airlines

have expanded their fleets, introducing
new aircraft to meet rising demand. The
growth of low-cost carriers has also contribut-
ed to making air travel more affordable, fur-
ther boosting passenger numbers.

In 2024, the Indian air transport market
embraced technological advancements that
enhance operational efficiency and passen-
ger experience. Airlines and airports have
implemented contactless travel solutions,
including automated check-in kiosks, digital
boarding passes, and biometric security
checks, streamlining the travel process and
improving customer satisfaction.

Sustainability has emerged as a key focus,
with airlines investing in newer, more fuel-ef-

> OUTLOOK

FOR 2025

SIGNIFICANT GROWTH ANTICIPATED
The Indian aviation sector is poised for
considerable expansion in 2025,

PROJECTED PASSENGER TRAFFIC

Domestic passenger traffic is projected to grow
by 7-10 per cent in FY25, reaching 164-170

million, while international trafficis
expected to rise by 15-20 per cent,
supported by new e-visa policies,

FLEET EXPANSION

Airlines are expanding their fleets to
meet rising demand, while

advancements in technology initiatives

are shaping the future of air travel

ficient aircraft to reduce carbon emissions.
The use of sustainable aviation fuels (SAF) is
gaining traction, with Indian carriers collabo-
rating with global partners to develop and
implement these eco-friendly alternatives.
Looking ahead, the Indian air transport
market is poised for sustained growth. By
2030, it is projected that India will become
the third-largest aviation market globally,

o

—
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with the potential to
handle over 500 mil-
lion domestic and
international passen-
gers annually. The
government’s
focus on enhanc-
ing airport infra-
structure, increas-
ing investment in air
traffic management
systems, and pro-
moting regional
connectivity will be
crucial in realising
this vision.

While challenges
persist, the sector’s
resilience and adaptability position it well
for a prosperous future, making air travel
an essential component of India’s evolv-
ing transportation landscape. Airlines are
expanding their fleets to meet rising
demand, while advancements in technolo-
gy and sustainability initiatives are shap-
ing the future of air travel. Additionally,
public-private partnerships are playing a
key role in modernising airports and
improving passenger experience through
innovation and enhanced efficiency.
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Hyd-Prayagraj
flight delayed
for 5 hrs due
to tech glitch

Hyderabad: A flight from Hy-
derabad to Prayagraj was de-
laved for nearly six hours on
Friday due to technical pro-
blems, leaving several pas-
sengers, including VIPs,
stranded at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Adrport
(RGLA),

The SpiceJet flight, sche
duled for Friday morning,
was grounded after the pilot
reported technical problems.
The stranded passengers
complained of lack of clarity
from airline officials during
the long wait.

Recently, SpiceJet laun-
ched special Qights betweesn
Hyderabad and Pravagraj on
Faeb 1 to facilitate easy travel
for the ongoing Maha Kumbh
Mela. These special flights
will continue till Feh27.

The Maha Kumbh Mela,
currently underway at the
Trivenl Sangam, Is the
waorld’s largest religious cong-
regation at the confluence of
the Ganga, Yamuna and Sa-
raswati rivers. The event,
which began on.Jan 13, has al-
ready atiracted over 40 mil-
lion pilgrims and will conti-
nue till Feb 26,
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