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Airport parking policy
slammed for being ‘unfair’

ransport Minister Ramal-
Tinga Reddy has come down

heavily on airport authorities
over the new taxi parking policy
at Kempegowda International
Airport, questioning the dispar-
ity between app-based aggregator
cabs and local taxi operators.
During his visit to the airport, the

minister held discussions with
taxi drivers and heard their griev-
ances over the revised parking sys-
tem. Expressing dissatisfaction, he
asked officials why Ola and Uber
taxis were allowed parking close
to the terminal, while local and
other private taxis were pushed
nearly a kilometre away. -BMB
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Navi Mumbai airport seeks telecom
charges in line with Mumbai airport

BJINKEYR KAWALE & GULVEEN AUPLAHH
SturnboaMersy Dele, 3 january

Afver astandolTwith 1elecom operators,
Navi Mumbal Infernational Adrpart
(NMIAL) heses prropassd charpsing ledaoym
service providers (TSPs) for in-building
sofeition (TS Finfrastrcene 3 rales dmi-
Lar o thoses at M bad Interminions] Adr-
part {(MIALL

I sintemment on Friday, the airpart
saigl # Was pillting in plac: & Tiyensd
strategy” from ‘aligning telesom inf-
sncture pricing with estabished bench-

marks’ 1o Cdeplovisg  oo-ground
amistance ard maobility worcimounds” foc
il padsengers

This conses st a tme when telecom
umpanies hove sought the Centre's
intervention over Lhe airpoct opernior’s
refirsal iogrant the ‘right ol wany” (Ra'W o
deploy celhular services-relafed infra-
slrictine 1o pastengers al the recenthy-
Laisnchied airporl. Operations had alleged
that they were being fornced o manda-
lomly e a network deployed by the aic-
part. It was described & exorbitant,
apprerling to T4d.m6 oore a e, o
order Io provide celliikar services bo cis-
tomers. “The airport operator hos pro-
posed that TSPs be charged for TS
infmastructu e ol rales aBgned with those

FHOT REUTTHE

MNMILAL sadd i was puiting in placea
layersd strategy of aligning lelecom
imfrastmcine pricing with esiabiished
benchmarks forils passengers

applicableat MIAL _ The mave is aimmed
at strengihening in-building tedecam
ooverage while énsirng consistency
with established practies & msjor
Indian airports,” a NAMIAL spokespeson
said ina fatement. NMIAL is proposing
a manthly per-opemtorcost of T36 lakh,
im account of s greenfekd strocune,
since Cosls o up by 20 percenl.

Else, the average pay-oul in Ene with
MALAL for NMIAL per roonth wiould have
been Tag lakh. The sasme s at T6o lakh a1
Lhe Chiatrapati Shivai Maba coj Entema-
tirmual AZrport Mumbsi (CSMVIAL

The total 45 anes coverage al MIAL s
at 9 miillinn square Feet {sq [, wherteas
the sume for NMIAL is 1B million sq
[eel. This mie is expected 1o be appoosd-
mately 30 per cent higher for 56 bech-
nology 45 compans] b 45 cellular
servioes. Industry executives belonging
o 1elecom conpandes tald Bicsimes
Sita ot that the proposed changes at
the CAMIA airpor levels were not
acreptable.

“The chamges for CEMIA were high at
the time of the agreement. Sa, MMEAL
charges cannot be at the kevels that are
besing proposed.” one afthe peogple said.

The Ceflular Orpératons Adsociation ol
Erwlia {COAT, which represents all cir-
riers, hs wrillen to the department of
telecommunications (DoT} stating that
WAIAL was stanitorly obligabed o grant
RoW permissians in & “non-disorimins-
tory and time-bomd manner for the
imstallation of esammnication infr-
strvictisre, Hchiding [BS ° The indistry
body has states] thar NMIAL heving
extlusve RoW was fomrecksing compsti-
Lo, i comtrivention of the Telecons-
muinscations Act, 2023, Meamwhile, the
aitport added that it had extended Wik
Do To prissengers at the airport along
wiith visitoms, airpon personnel, and cab
drivers, amoang others.
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Airport faces backlash
for reducing BMTC bus
bays at Terminal 1

Vayu Vajra drivers
struggle; decline
in passengers

v

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

angalore International
B-\irporl Limited {BIAL)

has come under criti-
cism for reducing on-ground
space for Vayu Vajra bus ser-
vices at Terminal 1 (T1) of the
Kempegowda Tnternational
Airport.

Earlier, Vayu Vajra buses
operated from 14 dedicated
bays at T1, with an average
waiting time of about 30 min-
utes, This has now been re-
duced to six bays, with buses
allowed to halt for barely 100
minutes.

Since the airport opened
in 2008, Vayu Vajra buses
have been among the most
preferred modes of airport
transportawing to their acces-
sibility and affordability. They
also remain the only public
transport option serving the
Ao

According to the BMTC,
until May 2025, T1 had two
lanes for Vayn Vajra buses,
with six to eight bays in each
lane, This has now been cut
to a single lane with six bays,
after the former bus hays were
reportedly taken over by eab
aggregator Quick Ride.

With just a narrow lane
to operate all 156 Vayu Vajra
schedules across 22 routes,
congestion has increased,
leaving drivers struggling to
maintain operations,

“The entire system is now
rushed. Earlier, buses could
wait for 20-25 minutes and
leave the airport full. Now,
they have less than 10 minutes,
sothey don’t run at full capac-

,

From twa lanes with six to elght bays each, T1 now has just
one lane with six BMTC bus bays. The former bus bays were
reportediy taken over by cab aggregator Quick Ride.

OH PHOTO/ASRS MAVAD

The reduction at T1 was
made after a dedicated
BMTC bus stand was
established at T2. All
buses that stop at T1 also
Stop at T2. However,
BMTC data shows that
about 80% of Vayu Vajra
users are T1 passengers,
with T2 accounting for
only 1,000-2,000 dally
riders.

iry. If a passenger is even two
minutes late, they must wait
30 minutes to an hour for
the next bus, We are losing
passengers because of this,”
a BMTC sraff member at the
airport said,

BMTC data shows that dai-
Iy ridership, which averaged
around 12,000, has dropped
by abour 1,000 since the re-
duection in bus bays.

During a PH visit to the
airport on Thursday, several
PHSSENEETS WENE SEEn enguir-
ing abour schedules, but few

waited for buses to armrive.

Strain ondrivers
The move has also put addi-
tional strain on drivers.
“Since we can't park at TL
we have togoall the way to F7,
which is about 2-3 km away.
With this constant move-
ment, we don't even get time

tor eat hunch,” said Hemaraju,
a BMTC driver.

Other drivers cited difficul-
ties navigating the tight space,
with multiple routes now
sharing single bays, leading
to confusion for both drivers
and passengers.

BMTC officials said efforts
to restore the second lane
have not yielded resulis. “We
have held discussions with
BIAL and submitted a letter
outlining our concerns, but
there has been no positive
response,” asenior BMTC of-
ficial told DH.

A BIAL spokesperson said
the reduction at Tl was made
after a dedicated BMTC bus
stand was established at Ter-
minal 2 (T2). “All buses that
stopat Tlalso stopat T2," she
sald.

However, BMTC data
shows thatabout 80% of Vayu
Vajra usersare Tl passengers,
with T2 accounting for only
1,000-2,000 daily riders.

Transport Minister Ha-
malinga Reddy, who visited
the airport on Wednesday (o
review new cab pick-up rules
and overstay charges, termed
the reductionofbus bays “un-
acceptable” and said he had
taken up the issue with BIAL.

The state government holds
a13% stake in the airport.
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Defunct Udan airports
cost govt nearly ¥900 cr

et
abfeshed [awiivemint_com
HEWDHEH

Interior areas by abr hasmn

into heavy weather, with
expensive infrastrsciore and
commercial viability playving
spotlsport while hundreds of
crores are belng spent to
maintaln sirports where oo
plaives are landing.

The government spenl &
total of neardy W erore on L5
regonal airports that ore cur-
renily non-operathonal These
srports, bullt under the goy-
ernment's Uidsn (Ude Desh K
Aam Magrik) connectivity
seheme, still incur expenses.

The total expenses over
elght vears from 2007, as per
decaments submitted by the
civil aviation ministry to Par-
Hament, highlight the frangh
natre of expansion. While
over T S0 -crore have been
giveninsubsidy to keep these

I milia’s plan to connect s

The gowt has paid ower 14,300
oot i Subsidies to help keep
regicnal foules funning.

routes ranneng, e troublhes s
thie hinterlamd alrporis show
the hoge gap bebween asplra-
tions and groumd reality.
“Subsldy-based schemes
like Udan generally do not
workinaviation,” sadd Mark 1L
Martin, founder and CEC at
Martin Comsulting, anaviation
consultancy. “Chece the three-
vear subsidy or VGF (viabality
gap funding) perbesd ends,

many of the MNight operations
tnern unwviablbe. or people may
mist be willing to pay for high-
priced tickets.”

Cueries smalbed o the civil
aviation minisiry have vet to
T Ve TEs T,

A case in point is Uttar Pra-
desh, which has five of the
seven alrports inaugerated bn
2024 theat have gone silent.
The remaining two are in
Masdhya Pradesh. From Shimba
o Sikkdm's Pakyong, these
T llities favce problems asvar-
lex a5 technical hardles, pilot

shortages, and the exit of

small-budget adrlines.

The 15 alrports that are
Hemporarly non-operational’
inclade the six in Uttar Pra-
desh—Aligarh,  Azamgarh,
Ambikapur, Moradabaad,
Shravastl and Kushinagar—
two each in Madhya Pradesh
and Punjab—Darts, Chitrak-
oot, Ludhiana and

TURN TO PAGE 13

Big bill: Y900 crore spent on
non-operational Udan airports

FROM PAGE 16

FPathankoi—and one each n
Oclsha, Himachal, Gujarar,
Sihkimand Karmatale —Hour-
kela, Shinila, Bhavnagar, Fak-
vong. aned Kalalsragi

Theese abrports fall under the
Regional  Connectivity
Scheme (RCS) or Udan. The
scheme was lunched in 2006
The Unlon govermnent has
Invested 4,638 crone o alr-
peort development under RCS
apart from the VGEF subsldy.

Under Udan, there are 93
alrports in smaller towns and
clties, of which 78 are opera-
tioral, It hislps connect hun-
dreds of thousands of peopde
wihe fly from smaller towns,

Shimla, the abrport where
thee first Udan figha tookofF i
Apwrdl W07, isan example of the
struggle. Despite suspended
operations, the mindsiry still
Ineurs an expense of T6.70
CTofe Off Ml benanoe, a5 per
Devember 20085 disclosures by
minister of state forcivil avia-
thon Murlidhar Mohol.

The Pakyvong alrport, built
at a cost of $605 crore, has
seen malndenanee spending ol
TR TS erore AL the other end
of the spectrum, Pathankot
remiilng the least expensive
nan-operutional she. costing
LR crore inupkeep.

O the93 Udan ainports in
arnaller iovwns and cities, T8
areoperational

For the ongoing winter
scheduleOctober-March, the
ministry had said there wire
126 operational airports in
Irudia, with Amiravati, Hissar,
Purnea and Rupsd belbng the
new onies where operations
weere propoesed. I sakd opera-
thons were suspencled af seven
of the 15 non-functkonl akr-
peoores cliring this period.

PAL prresent, 15 alrports..ane
temsporarily non-operational
umeber thee Uilan Scherme duoe o
virlows reasons, lncluding
comipletion of the three-year
VGF tenure, poor visibulity
conditlens a1 VFR (Visual
Flight Hules) alrports, daytime
runway clisaires, shortige of

alreradt. leasing ssues, temyp-
rary discontimuation of opera-
thcores By et el comcermied,,
novatbon of contractual oldi-
Eatkons ioother operators, ad
loww passenger load factors,
el " the minister told the
Rajva Sabdes on | December.

Evennew entrants huve il
a wull Operations at the
Moradabad alrpeort were sus-
pended in November 2024 by
thee theen operaior, FlyEig. The
alrline discontinued its Mighi
operationdie topoor visihiling
In Morth India and the non-
avallability of recpuidsite equip-
ment at Moradabad alrgeore,
Parliiment was informed Last
year. Government has spend
E50.4H crore on s upheep.

Subsequently, FlyBig shut
dhwm in October 2025 with
Moradabad airpon now hayv-
Ingmo Might opserations.

Aviatlon consultant Martin
polnts tothe Gllure ol alrlines
such as FlyBig amd Trulet,
which were heavily reliant on
Udan to have commeercially
viahle operations.

Proximity 1o major huls
dilctate suoeess for the smaller
oaaes, Martin said. = An alrport
likses Hirslon beone vishile asit
s bocated near Delhi amd, Ina
wary, dctsas asatelline.”

For an ertesuded pernon of
this siary, go follvemint eom
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|GIA traffic growth flatlines;
hit by clash, crash & chaos

No Footfall Growth Only For Third Time In This Millennium

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: For the first ti-
me this millennium ex-
cept the Covid blip and 2008
economic downturn — Del-
hi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGIA) did not
see its passenger footfall
grow on a year-on-year basis
in 2025.

Last calendar vear (CY),
IGIA handled about 7.8 crore
passengers — almost the
same as the number in CY
2024 — with both being 8.3%
more than 2023's 7.2 crore.

There are several factors
due to which IGIA was unab-
le to maintain its CAGR of
8%, which was being witnes-
sed on a vear-on-vear basis.
These include the airport’s
main runway being shut for
repairs for some months du-
ring the year; the closure of
32 airports in north and cen-
tral India during Operation
Sindoor for some days in
May; continued closure of
Pakistan airspace for Indian
carriers due to which some
western routes, mainly to
and from Delhi, have been
impacted; the aftermath of

NOT MUSIC TO EAItS. 1GIA growth could remain muted in the short term
as Noida Airport could open this year and wean away domestic footfall

Air India Al 171 crash after
which the airline reduced
flights, and finally, the Indi-
Go schedule collapse in Dec.
For both Al and IndiGo, the
mainhubis IGIA.
Meanwhile, India's se-
cond busiest airport —
Mumbai's CSMIA was a
little less impacted by fac-
torslike theclosureof 32air-
ports during Operation Sin-
door and closure of Pakistan

airspace. Asaresult, CSMIA
handled 5.6 crore passeng-
ers — its highest ever — in
CY 2025. This was 1.3% more
than the 2024 numbers and
7.6% over the 2023 figures.

IGIA flatlined due to its
location in the heart of
northIndiaand being the ba-
se of Al and IndiGo. Its
growth could remain muted
in the short term as Noida
Internat-

ional Alirport could open
this year and wean away do-
me-stic footfall.

On a pan-India basis, air
traffic was spared this flatli-
ne. DGCA data shows Jan-
Nov 2025 saw 15.3 crore do-
mesticflyers —up4.8% from
14.6 crore in the same period
in 2024. India saw 5.7 crore
international travellers in
Jan-Sept 2025 — up 7.5%
from 5.3 crore in the corre-
sponding period in 2024.

IGIA can handle over 10.5
crore passengers annually
but is yet to touch the 8-crore
mark. Airlines hope Delhi
Airport Authority Ltd (DI-
AL) uses this breathing pe-
riod tosort out key irritants,
such as connectivity betwe-
en terminals. The about-a-
decade old air train plan re-
mains on paper. DIAL now
plans to implement airside
transfers for domestic to in-
ternational and wvice-versa
transfers between T3 and
T1/2. Domestic passengers
will, however, continue to
trudge by road between T1
and T3/2 — almost 9km
apart —till an automatic pe-
ople moverlike airtrainisin
place.
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Wrong runway landing: ATC

units may have to record video

Aircraft From Kabul Lands On
Runway Meant For Departures

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: After an Ariana
Afghan flight from Kabul lan-
ded on a wrong runway at Del-
hi's 1GI Airport last Nov, the
Alreraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau(AAIB)has recom-
mended that air traffic control
{ATC) units “be equipped with
devices to record video and
background communications
of controllers performing ATC
duties in the tower.”

In its preliminary report
of the incident, the bureau sa-
id video recording device in-
stallation needs “to be imple-
mented for all international
airportson priority.”

The recommendation co-
mes as the “cockpit voice re-
corder (CVR) recording of
the involved flight had been
overwritten because the air-
craflt operated its next flight
without downloading or re-
placing the CVR at IGI Air-
port,” the report says. The 34-
vear-old Airbus A310's digital
flight data recorder (DFDR)
data was retrieved and its
“analysisisin progress.”

AAIB said the idea of the
recommended recording was
to “analvse the controller’s ac-
tions post incident/ accident”
and that this “information
shall be solely utilised for in-
vestigation purposes by the Di-

DGCA Derosters
mnAirtafic  DARALLEL

RUNWAYS
%ﬂ'ﬂm LITTLE MARGIN
Btk Tats

rectorate General of Civil Av-
jation (DGCA)and AATR.”

On Nov 23, the Ariana Afg-
han Airlines AFG311 flight
was cleared to land on IGIA's
runway 29 left (29L). ATC had
instructed AFG3l to conti-
nue to approach runway 29L
which was read back correct-
ly. At two nautical miles to to-
uchdown, ATC gave landing
clearance for runway 29L
while Air India flight AT2243,
was departing from runway
297ight(29R). But AFG311lan-
ded on an unassigned run-
way, 29R, at 12.06 pm despite
clearance for runway 291.

Crew statements of arri-
vinganddepartingflights we-
re obtained as witness re-
cords for analysis. The air-
craft operated its next flight

as AFG 312 to Kabul at 3.42 pm
the same day.

Delhi has two runway sy-
stems: the northern runway
system that includes runwa-
vs 09/27 and 10/ 28, and the so-
uthern with 1L/29R and
20L/11R. Runways 29L/NR
and 29R/1L are parallel, se-
parated by only 360 meters.

The runways did not meet
the criteria for parallel run-
ways for simultaneous use.
Therefore, both runways we-
re operated in “segregated
dependent mode”, with 29L
designated exclusively for ar
rivals and 29R for departures.

Segregated dependent
mode means there are no pa-
rallel landings and takeoffs
of the kind passengers see at,
say, San Francisco,
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Akaga Alr joins LATA after
completing safety audit

Wew Delhi: &kasa Alr has jomed

the giobal airfines’ grouping
international Air Transport
Metsncintion (LATA) a5 &
mmembeer. IATA represents over
360 airlines, including ndian
carriers Air India, & india
Express, |ndebo and Spicelet.
Alata Air saad it became an

WA TA member after completing
IATA Operations] Safety Auidie
{I054) which & mandatory hor
the membershep. “We are
axrcited to welcome Akasa Aar
2 an IATA member. Indias
arvation potential is huge with
the industry supporting 7.7
il ion jobe and $53.6 bilkan &
economic contribution™
Regional Vies President For
Msia-Parihe for LATA Shaldon
Hi=e said e



yeaa A

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESSs STANDARD DELET 10 JANUAEY 2026

IndiGo loses appeal
against DGCA fine over
alleged training lapses

IndiGe on Friday said an appellate authaoriry
had rejected its appeal agalnst Directorats
General of Civil Aviatlon's {IGCA) penalties
on two senjor executives of the airdine for
nlieged failure 1o wse gualified stmukators for
pllottraining at certain airpors. In September
lastyear, the Directorate Genesal of Civil Avi-
atlon (DGCA) impesed 8 ine al T20 akh each
onthe Director Flight Operations.and Director
Training of IndiGo. The DGCA Appellats
Authority, throwgh an order dated January 7
lias dismissed the appeal. The watchdog had
Imposed the pemsalty for the airline’s alleged
fatlure 1o use qualified simolators for pliot
tratning st Categnry C aemdmmes. e

Akasa Air joins
international airlines’
associaton IATA

Alexsa Alr has joined globalalrlines' grouping
International Alr Transport Assoclation
{IATA) as a member. IATA represents over
360 aidines, including Indian carmiers Alr
Imitia, Adr Inedlia Esgpress, IndiGoand Spicaket.
In a relesse on Friday, Akasa Alr sald It
became an IATA member after completing
LATA Operational Safery Auditwhich is man-
datory for the membarship. “We are excited
o weleone Aknss Al 35 an IATA member.
India‘s aviation potential & huge, with the
Indhsery supporming 77 million jobs and $53.6
biilion by economic contribution,” Sheldon
Hee, reglonal vice-presldent for Asls-Pacific
fior IAT A, said. BT
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IndiGo, Air India may
remain dominant in
Indian skies till 2030

AR O CLUSTA
Pive D, 5 farsicary

W IndiGnAddines beroming the fr
Indisncarmerio induc the wide-bodied
A3 XLE. followed closely iy AlrIndla
mling delivery of s firs Boelng 779
Dveamimer fouryeamsafier i was prve:
tsed, Indis s Uerely S0 comione to
m=main o ducpoly in the shies sven o
calendar year 103 | CY30), with 25 per
centofthe lees coreroded by che top ren-
players. IndiGa Incdnetesd the A XLE
brnm bt con Weetinesray.

While slower deliveriss by Alrbos
Eerve s ed global supply shortage,
onbyifres xirbines i Tmd s — el iGa. Alr
Endia, and Akmsa — have given loogs:
termonde s, going as faras 2067, o dock
op delhveres, Adrbos. winkch has o large
backiog of planes, & now moping up
prodiciion.

In 20225 (FY25)L InediGowirha 435
strong feet concrofled aver balf che
commercial) adroraft, followsd
by the Alr Indin groop with a 355 per
ceneshare. Thecombine dominaredthe
skisgwith 56 per cent share ol ol fheet.
Akmsa and Spice et sogsther had over 4
peroent of the planes.

Thesame duocqaly i Hehy o peevall
Im 2030 Frojections iy Ameva foshil, mi-
aton analyss and founder of Metwock
Thoughis, sy that by that vear, TifiGo
welll havee a thest of GO active planes, the
Adr Inatis proasp will hit 406, and Alasa
Alrwill v 150 loshi points oetharai
the momeni ii & difficalt o gaupge the
mverall indusiny fleer dze = Sploelet's
survival orfusure bs unclenr

Comfortably placed

Aslme P *Pmjpded |  Kewfm
floot siow Aot simein|  anderfor
2030 \aircradt since
= nn
Bt mdics & E00 | 560
s Arindagrosp 304 500 0
Aoxa n | =il
Spicole 53 L WA

Mrin: "Exlimalies havw o grae by Sl
Saree DCLA. bistmerk Thougitls. snzuncenemis

and ird il ry e rraiies

Inihzmry estimates show tha the
overal comenesial fieet in india will his
arcumad. L3oc-a 360 by 2ogn. This pri-
iy nuesns thal Indco's shape woukd
B down marginady by 4 percenmgs
points, which will be mcsliygained by the-
JAirlndin g, Vet iogerhertheywill siill
conirn| neshy 85 per ceen of the market.
The ooty difsrence s thar Alas omld
enerpe s aposeihle thin| playerl oo
nimzes o ke delveries as placmed and
alsy mduces s growing loses. Ak
ol have-moreshan o per e shareof
the ooy s botal Blest by 2030 — a level
whese i can beoome aviahis girline

Clearly, those who have put sngether
along-term plan forsicms soquisivion
can survive, Since B3 ImdiGo, Adr
Incin and Alnsa have collectively
placed peders for a whopping L2380
planss from Adrbus and Boeing. And
their pending orders walting o be
dedivered now stand stover 1 Go0planes
#n chuding orders befose 2003)

Axfaras IndiGolsconoemed, i made-
o firm cnder for 00 Alrbos Agsonen
family planes in Jure 203 during the
Paris show, [n 2023, |i again mads an
amcher far 30 A- 350500 wide-body alr
craft This onderwas ke maod Sl inio
0 planes. Alr Indis has also uppedibe
anie It made anorder for g Boedng and
Artnsalroat. and acded anoeher st
theorderin December oz,

Iy thls seerarin, for ather players —
Qike the thees new alrlimes tha have
meceived  no-pblemion  cemificies
{NOCe], amd even Spicefst — looking
o for alecraft oo lease without Brm
aders. brwowld bea Heroolean task.
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CSMIA records 55.5-mn
passenger trafﬁc in CY2025

MRITYUNJAY BOSE
MUMBAI, DHNS

losing the year on a
strong note, Chhatrapa-
ti Shivaji Maharaj Inter-
national Airport (CSMIA) here
recorded overall passenger
traffic of around 55.5 million
in CY2025, marking a steady
year of growth alongside mul-
tiple operational milestones.
The annual traffic included
over 16.3 million internation-
al passengers and 39.2 million
domestic passengers, reflect-
ing a year-on-year growth of
approximately 1.3% compared
to CY2024 with 54.8 million
passengers, and an overall
increase of 7.6% over CY2023
passenger trafficnumbers.
Passenger movement at
CSMIA during the year was
driven by strong seasonal de-
mand and peak travel periods.
January 2025 emerged as
the busiest month, welcoming
close to 5 million passengers,

Airliners parked on meapmnnf r.hhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport in Mumbai. e FILE PHOTO

followed closely by November
2025, with approximately 4.9
million passengers. November
was particularly noteworthy,
as CSMIA recorded its top-
three highest single-day pas-
senger traffic figures during
the month, inclhuding its high-
est-ever single-day through-
put of 1,75,925 passengers
on November 29, 2025. The
October-December quarter
(Q4) also marked the highest
quarterly traffic, with 14.36
million passengers handled

inQ4.

Operational throughput at
CSMIAalsoreached newhighs
during CY25. The airport
handled a total of 3,31,011 Air
Traffic Movements (ATMs),
including 92,141 international
and 2,38.870 domestic ATMs.

A new record was also
achieved on November 21,
2025, when CSMIA handled
1,036 ATMs, the highest
number of ATMs recorded at
the airport in a day. Overall,
ATMs at CSMIA have grown
by approximately 25% from
CY2022,
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PILOT TRAINING LAPSES

Appellate Body
Rejects IndiGo’s
Plea Against
DGCA Penalty

New Delhi: IndiGo on Friday said
an appellate authority has rejected
its appeal against regulator
DGO A's penalties on two senior ex-
ecutivesof theaidine for alleged fa-
ure to use gualified simulators for
pilot training at certain airporis.

In September; the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation({DGCA)
imposed afineof #20 lakh each on
the director light operations and
director training of IndiGo.

The DGCA Appellate Authority;
through anorder dated January 7,
has dismissed the appeal.

“The matter has been disposed
of by reinstating the penalty of
r20lakh each on the director flight
operations and director training
of the company,” IndiGo's parent
InterGlobe Aviation said in a fi-
ling to BSE.

The watchdog had imposed the
penalty for the airline's alleged fa-
ilure to use gualified simulators
for pilot training at Category C ae-
rodromes, Generally, pilots requi-
re additional training for opera-
ting fights to and from Category
C airports as they might have ope-
rational challenges,

While informing the stock ex-
change about the penalty in Octo-
ber last vear, IndiGo had said that
it was in the process of contes-
ting the order before the appella-
te authority, Shares of IndiGo fiell
1.22% on BSE on Friday, — PTI
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Two UK-bound Al
flights diverted due
to bad weather

TWO AR India

flights enroute w
different LUK cities
mmmmm diverted to

arby airpe Srts thire chs 1o
inch EmEﬂL -.h.-eatr' 2ran
Thursday, according to the
airline. Cing +i;.|-" twas fr-::m
Mumbai to Londan
Heathrow and the second
was from Amritsar to
Birmingham These fights
had taken offfrom india on
Thursclay ard as per UK
time.
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Pilot training lapses: IndiGo
loses appeal against DGCA

IHDIGD DH FRIDAY said an
appellate  authority has
refectedits appeal agalbnst reg-
ulator DGL's penalties on two
serdorexecutivesol theairfine
foralleged failure touse quali
fledd stmulators for pilot teln-
ingatcortain airports

In September last year,
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) Imposed a
fine of ¥ 20 lakh each on the
Direc tox Flight Operations and

Director Traimmg ot In difio

The DGCA  Appelate
Authority, through an ardes
dated fanuary 7, has dismissed
the appeal

*The matter hasbeen dis
posed af by relnstating the
penakyof $20lakh mchon the
Divector Flight Operations and
Director Training of the com
pany,” IndiGo"s parent [nter-

Gilobe Aviation said in a filing

Lo BSE

PGCA had imposed the
penalty for the airline"s alleged
fallure to usequallfied stnula-
tors for pilot training at Cate
pory C aemdromes. Generally,
pilots require additional tmin
ing foropeeating fightctoand
from Catcgory C airports as
they might have operational
challenges

Shares of IndiGo fell 1.2 304
toend at €4,844.70 apieceon
BSE on Friday. PTI
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Al takes delivery
of first Dreamliner

PTI

NEW DELHI

Tata Group-owned Air India
has taken delivery of the first
Boeing 7879 aircraft after the
airline was privatised nearly
four years ago.

This is also the first line fit
or custom-made Dreamliner
for the airline.

Generally, line fit refers o
an aircraft specifically made
for a particular airline.

An official on Thursday
said Air India completed the
title  transfer of the
Dreamliner at the Boeing's
Everett factory in Seattle on
Jamuary 7

After inspections by the

after privatisation

Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), the aircraft,
also the first line fit
Dreamliner to be taken by Air
India after being acquired by
Tatas in January 2022, is
expected to arrive in India in
the next few days.

The new aircraft has athree
class configuration — econ-
Oy, premium economy and
business class seats.

The last line fit Dreamliner
that wasacquired by Air India
was in October 2017 when the
carrier was under the govern-
ment ownership.
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Airfares hit 4-yr

low in Dec gtr
on weak traffic

Abhishek Law &
Dipall Banka

dipalk banis@|ivemint com

NEW DELHI/ MUMBAL India's
domestic airfares shid toa four-
year low in the October-Decem-
ber quarter, an unusual oucome
Tor a seasonally strong period, s
pessenger traffic slowed through
the year and demand weakened
on non-metro routes. Analysts
slso pointed to IndiGo's wave aof
cancellations in December asa
likely added cause,

According o analysts st Elara
Capital, airfares slipped about %
in the October-December period
froim 25,485 last year to 25,436
in 2025, even as domestic air
travel growth slowed sharply to
3% growth in Q3FY25 compared
to the same period in FY25, from
9% in Q3FY25 compared to
QIFY24,

According to Gagan Dixit, avi-
ation, chemicals, o1l & gas ana-
lyst at Elara Capital, this hap-
pened because 300 routes (of
400, which carry about a fifth of
India's air traffic. saw a 6%
dedline in fares in the quarter.

“This hints at demand-side
concerns in the current high air-
fare environment,” Dixit wrole
ina report dated 8 January, “The
decline in airfare prices has been
S¢n in non-metro cities more,
while prices remained largely
fatin the metro cities.”

Alongside. data from the avia-
tion regulator — Directorate
General of Civil Aviation -
showed domestic air traffic
declining across successive
quarters in 2025, from 43.2 mil-
lion in January-March, to 42 mil-
lion in April-June and 38.2 mil-
lion in the July-September
period. Data for October-Decem-
ber is yet to be released by

The drop in fares came
despite the four major airlines—
IndiGo, Tata-backed Air India
eroup, Akasa Air and Spicelet—
aperating s combined 550 air-
craft during the guarter, 6%
higher than the 518 sireraft oper-
ated a year ago. Dixit noted that
the industry’s passenger load
factor (PLF) of 87% remained fat
year-on-year, indicating slower
demand growth,

Analysts attribute the sharper
docline in non-metro airfares to
passenger cancellations trig-
gered by IndiGo's operational

InliGio's wave of cancellations
in December is being seenas a

likely added cause. T

disruption in December.

According to Shobit Singhal,
associate director at Anand
Rathi Institutional Equities, the
decline in non-metro fares may
be linked to passengers shifting
1o alternative modes of transport
amid uncertainty caused by
Dight disruptions.

Jinesh Joshi, aviation analyst
at PL Capital, a Mumbai-based
financial services group, said the
Right cancelations by IndiGo —
which controls around G0-65%
of the domestic market — cre-
ated a supply crunch, which
would typically have pushed
[ares higher. but “this impact
was [elt mainly on metro and
busy routes where traved is often
unavoidable due to corporate or
other essential reasons”.

“On non-metro routes, which
are largely driven by leisure
travel, passengers tend to cancel
or postpone trips more casily
during disruptions, leading to
weaker demand and softer

Jashi added that IndiGo had
revised its OF passenger revenue
per available seat km (PRASK)
ruidance to a mid-single-digit
percentage decline, indicating
fare softness on select routes.
PRASK measures how much
money an airline carns for every
seat flown per km. regardless of
whether it is sold.

E-mails sent to IndiGo, Air
India, Spicelet and Akasa
remained unanswered il press
Hme.

1 early December, & combi-
nation of pilot shortages and
planning gaps in implementing
the second and final phase of
fight duty time limitations
(FOTL) norms led to more than
4500 Night cancellations by
IndiGo—its worst operational
stretch since listing in 2005,
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AIR INDIA TAKES
DELIVERY OF FIRST
DREAMLINER POST
PRIVATISATION

Press Trust of India
Feedbaciu® livemint com

NEW DELHE: Tata Group-owned
Air India has taken delivery of
the first Boeing 787-9 aircraft
after the airline was privatised
nearly four vears ago. This is
also the first line fit or custom-
made Dreamliner for the air-
line.

Generally, line fit refers to an
aircralt specifically made for a
particular airline,

An official on Thursday said
Air India completed the title
transfer of the Dreamliner at
the Boeing's Everett factory in
Seattle on January 7. After
inspections by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), the aircralt. also the
first line fit Dreamliner to be
taken by Air India after being
acguired by Tatas in January
20022 is expected to arrive in
India in the next few days. The
new aircraft has a three class
configuration—economy, pre-
mium economy and business
class seats,

The last line fir Dreamliner
that was acquired by Air India
was in Dctober 2017 when the
carricr was under the govern-
ment ownership.

According to the official, the
latest aircraft is the airline's ficst
wide-body and 52nd overall
delivery from the 220 Boeing
jets ordered in 2023, Air India
Express has already taken deliv-
ery of 51 narrow-body Boeing
737-Bs. including its first line fit
plane that was inducted in late
Decembet.

After Tatas took over in Janu-
ary 2022 Air India placed
orders for 350 Airbus and 220
Boving planes. Out of the Airbus
order, 6 A350s have already
been inducted into the Air Indis
fleet. Air India already has 26
B787-8s and 6 B787-95 of erst-
while Vistara which was
merged with the airline.

Currently, Air India Group
has over 300 planes. including
185 aircraft with Air India and
the remaining ones with Air
India Express.

The official said a dozen
more legacy Dreamliners with
refreshed interions are expected
1o return to service through
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Airfares hit four-year low on weak
traffic; IndiGo crisis dulls demand

REW DELHI MEBAES]

fares hit a fioaer-year low in

the December guarter, an
umisat] outc e for a sesson-
ally strong period, as iraffic
slowed through 2025 and
demand weakened on non-
metre rmites Analyvsts also
poinited tothe IndiGo erisls in
Dercemibver as a posadbale cae,

Aceording to analysis at
Elara Cagpital, average alrfares
alliggped absi 1% b the Decem-
ber quarter from 15,4585 in
2004 0 5 436 i BO25, evenas
domesthc alr travel growth
slowed sharply to 3% in
COFY 26 compened to the smse
perbod In FY25, aguinst 9%
between QEFY 25 and QAEY 24,
According o Gagan Dixh of
Elsra Capiétal, this happened
brecsgse W00t of Tndla’s HO0
routes which carry about a fifih
uflis's sdriraffic saw a tdipin
ares in the quarter.

I nadia's average domestic alr-

The slide

Adrfares fall despite S50 aircraft in operation

Acveriag aalarics o domete foues (1)

Oy B 3iri3

E Elﬁlﬁl
1ddL

“This hinis af demand-side
concerns ki the ewrrent high
mirfare environment.” Edsxii
wrote ina repor dated 8 Jano-
ary. “The decline in adrfare pri-
ces has been seen in non-
metro Citkes more, while prices
retnained largely flat in the
metroches”

Alomgside, data from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation showed domestic alr

5,768

5509
5485
5436

sty of sicvalt cpaaEed
o dirlirnics 2 el Sl

a0

prxinl

SATINN WL AR T
raffie desclinbng across sucoes-
sive quarters In 2025, from
£ 2 million in January-
March, to 42 muilliosn in April-
June woed 382 mdllion jn ihe
July-September  period.
Decembser quearter data ks mot
il i

The drop in [ares came
desplite the four major wir-

TSN TO PAGE T3

Airfares at
4-yrlowon
weak trafTic;
IndiGo cuts
hit demand

FROM PAGE 18

Liniss— oG, Tata-backed
AbrIndia group, Akasa Alr anid
Sploelet—operating a com-
bimedd S50 abreraf during the
quarter, 5% higher than the
518 abreraft operated a vear
aggun, Dt potesd thuat the s
try's passenger lowd Mctor
(PLF) of 87% remalnad Nat
yeur-on-year,  ndicating
slovwer demand growih

Analvsts  attribute the
slurprer ddiacline o tei-met o
nirfbres o prrssesger cancella-
thons triggered by lncdiGo's
vpseratlonal disruption iy
Devember

Acvorclng to Shabil Shi-
ghal, assoclate director an
Anand Hathi Instiiutional
Equitkes. the decline in mon-
oty Faves muay b linked oo
passengers shifiing o oherna-
tive msdes of transport amibd
uncertalnty cansed by Tighe
dismupions.

Jinesh Joshi, avizton -
lyst at PL Capitul, 1 Munihal-
hased flnancial services grouge,
said the Might canceHdations by
IndiGo—which controls
around GU-E5% of the domes-
the market—crested a supply
crunch, which would typleally
have puished Lares higher, but
“this bngeect was foli mainly on
et aned sy routes where
traved Boften inayvoldable duse
o corporate orother esseniial
TEERTI A

"L non-melrs routes,
whichare birgely driven by lel-
sure travel. passengerstend 1o
el aar prstpone rips mosse
asily during disruptions,
Dol R westbier dheameaned nncl
softer Fares,” lne sikd,

Jovsltul el that InediCroTiad
revised Jis 03 passenger reve-
nue per avallable seqt km
(PRASK) guldunce to a mid-
single-digit  percentage
dlectioe, lndieating Gre soft-
nass ont select routes. PHASK
meeasures how mich ney
am cidrline earmes for eviery seal
flown peor km. regardless of
whother i ks sold.

Cuertes el o IngdiCis,
Abr Inafla, Spbceber ol Akasa
remained unznswersd.

I early Devember_a comld-
nathon of pilot shortages and
planilng gaps in mplement-
gy the secod o Anad geluse
il Might ety thme lmitatons
[FDTL) morms bed to miare
thany 45400 ight cancellgsoms
by Inelifio—ies worst opera-
thonal stredeh since lsting in
200a. Indie has sboce o -
Linesd prlans o wchd B8 pllocsby
10 Februagy, who will operate
under the new FOTL norms,
and a further 742 pilots by
Dievembeer nest yedar.

dipadi bunkea@live-
L coum
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IndiGo loses appeal against
DGCA penalty order for
alleged pilot training lapses

NEW DELHI: IndiGo on Fri-
day said an appellate authority
has rejected its appeal against
regulator  DGCAS  penal-
ties an fwo senior executives
of the airline for alleged fail-
ure to use qualified simulators
for pilot training at cerlain
airports.

In Srptl:mbrr last vear, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) imposed
a fine of Rs 20 lakh each on
the Director Flight Opera-
tions and Director Training
of IndiGo.

The DGCA Appellate
Authority, through an onder
dated January 7, has dismissed
the appeal.

“The matter has been dis-
posed of by reinstating the pen-
alty of Rs 20 lakh each on the
Director Flight Operations and

Dlir::n:[ur Training of the com-
pany.” IndiGos parent Inter-
Globe Aviation said in a filing
to BSE.

The civil aviation watch-
dog had imposed the penalty
for the airline's alleged failure
1o use qualified stmulators for
pilot training at Category C
acrodromes.

Generally, pilots require
additional training for oper-
ating flights to and from Cat-
egory C alrports as they might
have operational challenges. p1i
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India needs aviation giants, not
‘Fly-by-Night’ operators: Patel

MUMBALIL Former Civil Avi-
ation Minister Praful Patel on
Fr.ida}' warned against "fly-
by-night” operators enlering
India’s aviation sector, arguing
that unl].' established, |g|1-
capital players can survive the
indu:.‘lr].r's “tuugh" financial
demands.

The 68-year-old Rajya
Sabha member empha-
sised that while India has no
restricbons on new airlines,
the “tough, capital-intensive”
nature of the business requires
long-term commitment.

“That is why it is imy
that Eu.g plaw::rs sh:]ulg.‘iuml:
into the aviation business, and
not just Il}'-b}r-niﬂhl people.

Some new airlines have been

given licenses, but T don't think
they are long-term players.” he
noted.

His comments come as
the Civil Aviation Ministry
recently approved three new
carriers — Shankh Air, Al Hind
Adr, and FI}'Expn.‘ss — Lo start
their operations in 2026

Patel, who served as Civil
Aviation Minister from 2004-
11 under the Congress-led
UPA government,

said many newly licensed
atrlines mml,-']aci; the endurance
required to survive the sector's
high cash-flow drain.

“We need strong p].a}.r-
ers like Tatas, who came with
Adr India. We need similar big
names also o come into the

aviation sector,” the NCP leader
optned.

Asked about IndiGo's wide-
spread flight cancellations last
month, Patel said, “IndiGo is
financially a very strong air-
line, a very big atdine. There
wits an fssue of pilots and Flight
Duty Time Limitation (FDTL)
rules, [ wish they had handled
it better”

“Having said that, on the
whaole, it is still a very impor-
tant player in the Indian avia-
tion market and will remain
important for many, many
years Lo come,” the former Avi-
ation Minister said.

The key sector needs strong
players, the veteran puli.H-L‘i.an

emphasised. |
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UKweather
forcesdiversion
of two Al flights

NEW DELHI, JANUARYG
Two Air India flights bound for
the United FKinpgdom wens
diverted after adverse weather
conditions  disrupterd  opera-
tions at ther destination air-
ports, aidine officials said on
Fricaw,

Flight AT131, operating from
Mumba to London Heathoow,
was fomeed o divert to London
Gatwick after pmlonged hold-
ing over Heathrow due to con-
tinuing inclement weather, An
Air Indin spokesperson said
for some time as weather con-
diticns failed to improve before
the pilot sought desrance to
divert,

“As per standand operating
procedures, the pil ot requested
pricrty landing afler assessing
the situation.” the spokesper-
son said, adding that the air-
craft landed safely at Gatwick.
All passengers were provided
necessary assistance following
the diversion, the aidine said.

In a separate incident, Flight
ATNT, opemting from Amrit-
sar to Bimmpgham, was also
unable to land at its scheduled
destination because of poor
weather conditions, The air-
craft was plared in a holding
pattem before the crew decid-
ed to divert the flight

“The crew diverted the flight
tn London and sought poority
binding permission in aooor-
dance with laid-down proce-
dures” the spokesperson said.

There were no reports of
imjuries or technical issues in
dther incident Air Indin said
both diversions were precau-
tionary and taken purely in the
mterest of passenger safety

Weatherrelated disnuptions
have affected flight operations
armss several parts of the TTK
m mecent days, with strong
winds and reduced visibility
impacting arrivals at majgor air-
ports, inchuding Heathrow and
Birmingham.— TNS
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