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Noida International Airport
prepares for landing trial: CEO

Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

The landing trial at the upcom-
ing international airport in
Greater Noida, on Monday, will
mark a critical step towards its
operational readiness, Chief Ex-
ecutive  Officer  Christoph
Schnellmann told businessline.

The upcoming airport fea-
tures a 3.9 km long runway, 10-
28. According to Schnellmann, a
single validation flight is sched-
uled to take place. “If successfull,
no additional validation flights
will be necessary.”

A validation flight is a key
component of the airport’s certi-
fication process, asittests essen-
tial procedures and infrastruc-
ture. Moreover, the successful
validation flight will be critical to
the airport securing its aero-
drome licence from the Direct-
orate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA).

Once the validation flight is
completed and deemed success-
ful, the DGCA will conduct a
thorough inspection of the air-
port’s compliance with safety
and operational standards.

This inspection will include
reviewing the airport’s infra-
structure readiness and estab-
lished flight procedures before
issuing the coveted aerodrome
licence to begin full-scale opera-
tions. The original plan called for
this validation flight is to be
completed by end of November.

Christoph Schnellmann, CEOQ,
Noida International Airport

However, delays have pushed
the trialinto early December.

In October 2024, the airport
completed a crucial calibration
of these systems using a Beech
King Air 360 ER aircraft from the
AAT Conducted between Octo-
ber 10 and 14, the calibration
confirmed that the instrument
landing system and precision ap-
proach path indicator systems
were fullyoperational.

PASSENGER CAPACITY
Meanwhile, the first commercial
flight from the Noida Interna-
tional Airport is expected to be
operated from April 2025.

The first phase of the airport,
with one runway and one ter-
minal will have the capacity to
handle 12 million passengers an-
nually. After the completion of
the fourth phase, the airport will
have the capacity to manage 70
million passengers per year.

It is expected that IndiGo will
be the first airline to start ser-
vices from the upcoming airport.
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GO FIRST'S
AIRPORT SLOTS
MAY GO TO
OTHERS SOON

Dhirendra Kumar & Manas
Pimpalkhare

dhirendra kumar@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Bankrupt Go First's
valuable slots could soon be
reallocated among airlines such
as IndiGo, Air India and Akasa
Air to ease congestion at the
country's top airports as
demand for air travel continues
to rise.

The Centre plans to setup a
committee to redistribute these
slots in a transparent manner,
allowing other carriers to effi-
ciently manage their operations
on congested routes and air-
ports, said two people aware of
the development on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

“...it gives a chance to other
airlines, even regional ones, to
strengthen their operations,”
said one of the senior govern-
ment officials cited above on the
condition of anonymity.

GoFirst had 330 daily flights
across 36 destinations before it
suspended operations in May
2023 due to financial difficul-
ties.

The airline’s network
included 27 domestic and nine
international destinations.

Airport slots, granting a car-
rier the permission to use the
necessary infrastructure to
operate flights, are valuable in
the world’s third-largest avia-
tion market—after the US and
China—as a growing economy
has increased demand for air
travel.

Go First's lenders await the
court’s approval for the liquida-
tion of its assets, Releasing the
carrier’s slots will ease opera-
tions at so-called level 3 airports
that face high congestion due to
limited capacity. Level 1 airports
have adequate capacity at all
times, while level 2 experience
occasional congestion.

The committee to reallocate
the slots will be headed by the
Airports Authority of India's
(AAI) executive director of
operations, the people quoted
earlier said. Its members will
include representatives from
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS),
airlines and defence authorities.
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NOIDA AIRPORT TO
CONDUCT FIRST
FLIGHT VALIDATION
TRIAL TODAY

Vinod Rajput

vinod.rajput@htlive.com

NOIDA: Noida International Air-
port Limited (NIAL) announced
that the first flight validation test
for Noida International Airport
will take place on December 9,
marking a major step toward its
commercial launch in April
2025, officials said. A flight from
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGI) will arrive at
the Jewar site at 12pm for techni-
cal assessments overseen by Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI).

“This flight will remain in the
air for one and a half hours
above the Noida airport to
record all requisite data. This
data will be critical for flight vali-
dation and help ensure the air-
port’s readiness to handle pas-
senger services,” said Shailendra
Bhatia, nodal officer, NIAL.

The trial will evaluate runway
performance, communication
protocols, and emergency
response systems. Data collected
will be submitted to the Direct-
orate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)."We have directed the
concessionaire to ensure opera-
tions start by end of April 2025,”
added Bhatia
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AAI Chairman visits Patno
Airport Terminal Building

Vipin Kumar, Chairman, Airports Authority of
India, visited Patna Alrport on 6th December
2024, to review the ongoing works of the New
Terminal Building. He inspected the entire
project thoroughly along with Dr.Sharad
Kumar, Member (Operations), AAL; Sh. Anll
Kumar Gupta, Member (Planning), AAl and the
team of engineers at the site. Chairman, AAI
during his review, gave instruction to the
agencies and engineers at site to expedite
and complete all remaining works, so as to
make the airport ready by January 2025.
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First test flight at
Noida airport today

passenger flight, comp-
{ \lete with crew members
and staff of Airports Autho-
rity of India, will carryouta
trial run at Noida Interna-
tional Airport Monday. A
specialised aircraft will car-
ry out multiple takeoffs, lan-
dings and taxiing manseu-
resduring the exercise. P7
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Test Flight To
Take Off From

Noida Today

Airport On Track For Commercial
Operations From April Next Year

Yogesh Kumar
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Aditya Dev@timesofindia.com

Noida: A passenger flight —
complete with crew members
and staff of the Airports Autho-
rity of India (AAI) — will carry
outatrialrunatthe Noida Inter-
national Airport on Monday,
marking a major milestone in
operational readiness.

The validation, officials sa-
id, is set to start around noon.
The exercise will include tech-
nical assessment, landing and
takeoff manoeuvres from the
airport’s runway. Data collected
during the exercise — conduc-
ted jointly by AAI's technical te-
am and the airport staff — will
be submitted with the Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)forexamination.

Once approved, the autho-
rities will apply for an aerodro-
me licence — which is manda-
tory for operations to start.

Validation flights — also
called proving flights — are in-
tegral to the certification pro-
cess, ensuring compliance
with safety, reliability, and ope-
rational standards.

Aspartof the DGCA manu-
al, these flights simulate real-
world operations to evaluate
compatibility of the airport’s
infrastructure, procedure, and
systemswithregulatoryrequi-
rements. Before the validation
flight, extensive preparations
are undertaken, including de-
veloping a schedule of events
to outline tests and timelines.
This schedule is also shared
withthe DGCA.

Before the trial run is con-
ducted, a preliminary assess-
ment of the airport’s facilities
1s carried out, including run-
ways, navigation aids like the
instrument landing system
and precision approach path
indicator, and air traffic cont-
rol systems.

“The validation exercise it-
self involves various technical
assessments performed by a
specialised aircraft equipped
with monitoring equipment.
Theaircraft will carry out mul-
tiple takeoffs, landings, and
taxiing manoeuvres to evalua-

te runway conditions, grip le-
vels, obstacle clearance, ligh-
ting functionality, and taxiway
connectivity,” an official said.

“Data collected during the
validation exercise is analysed
for metrics, such as aircraft be-
haviour during landing and ta-
keoff, accuracy of navigation
signals, response time of ligh-
ting, and communication. Any
deviation fromestablished stan-
dards is documented and a com-
prehensive report is prepared
and submitted to the DGCA for
review. If there are deficiencies,
corrective measures are imple-
mented before further trials,”
the official added.

After Monday’s trials, airli-
ne partners Akasa and Indigo,
may conduct their own opera-
tional exercises at the airport.
Once those aredone, the airport
will apply for an aerodrome li-
cence, which is expected in 90
days. The validation process is
likely to conclude by Dec 15.

Shailendra Bhatia, nodal
officer at Noida International
Airport Ltd (NTAL) — the govt
body overseeing the project —
confirmed that the airport was
on track to conduct the valida-
tion flight.

According to the timeline,
the validation test was schedu-
led to take place between Nov
30 and Dec 15. In Oct, the air-
port completed a key milesto-
ne by calibrating its ILS and
PAPI systems.

According to officials, 85%
of the project’s first phase is
completed. For instance, theair-
port’s 3.9kmrunway isfully ope-
rational, and the terminal buil-
ding is nearing completion. The
ATC tower, standing 38 metres
tall, is ready, and its communi-
cation systems will be a focal po-
int of Monday’s trial.

The international airport
1s set to start commercial ope-
rations in April next year
Spanning 1,334 hectares, the
airport 1s being developed In
four phases, with an estimated
total investment of Rs 29,561
crore. The first phase will
cater to 12 million passengers
annually.
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Fire breaks out at
Guwahati airport

A CORRESPONDENT

PALASBARI, Dec 7: A fire broke out today at the newly
installed parking lot near the Adani office at Lokpriya Gopi-
nath Bordoloi International Airport. The fire broke out in
a parked vehicle. The owner parked the vehicle and flew
to a destination. The incident occurred in an SUV with
registration number NL-01-H-2908. The fire was quickly
brought under control by airport security personnel and
the airport fire brigade. Nobody was injured in the fire,
officials said.
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GoFirst’s
airport slots
may go to
otherssoon

MEWDEHI

anlirupt Go Flrss's vahea-
B b alots eoubd soon be

reallocated among alr-
lines such as IncliCio, Abr India
anil Akasg Alr bo ease conges-
thom at the country's o alr-
s as demand for ar travel
COETILIES s M,

The Centre plans (oset upa
committes 1o redistribute
these slivs in 4 transparesi
manger, allowing other com-
o to effibently manage thelr
oferations ol congested mutes
and alrporis, sald o people
aware of the development on
e condithon of anoayminy,

*__it gives & chanee to other
alrlines. even reglonal ones, (o
stresiirthen their operations”
sili] one of the sendor govern-
metr officlals cited above on
e condition ol anoayminy,

CroFirst Lo 250 daily Rights
across 3 destimations before it
susgienced operitions in May
2023 due to Anancial diffical-
thes. The airdine's network
I et 27 dommbestbe and nine
imternatiomnal destinations.

Adrport slofs, gramting acar-
rier the permission to use thwe
nmecessary infrastructure 1o

TILERN TO PAGE &

Go First’s airport slots may be
given to other airlines soon

FROM PAGE 1

aperate flighis, arevaluable in
the workd's third -larpest avia
tinn market—after the S and
Chiria—as a prowing eoonomy
has inereased demand for air
fravel,

Cios First's lenders await the
courts appronval for thie liguicda-
tinn of fis assets. Heleasing the
carrier’s slots will ease opera
tions a1 so-called level 35 air-
ports that Geee high congestion
duee b Limited capacity. Level |
airparts heve sdequate capacity
at all i while krvel 2experi
ence orcasional congestion.

Ther commitiee to reallociie
the slotswall be headed by the
Airporis Authority of India‘s
AT executive directorof ogper
ations, the peogle quoted cardier
sail. lis membiers will include
representatives  from  the
Dirvctowate General of Cial Avi -
ation (DGUAY, Burean of Civil
Aviation Secunty IBCAS), air
linesand defence authorifies

“The comumities amution &
expecied 1o happen soon. As
the liquuidation process of Gao
First nears legal approval, the
timely reallocation of its slots
will enable other airlines to

Go First's lenders are awaiting
court’s approval for the
liguidation of its assets neurems

orperate flighis on those moules,
reducing traftic commedion and
improving connectivity,” said
the second official on the con
dition of anomymity.
Previously, after Jet Airways
was grounded in 2010, jis 81
airport slots were distribuoted
amonyg its peers. Indiio amld
Spicelet acquired 1340 vach,
Vistara (operational s a sepa-
rale entity then) secured 110,
now-grounded  Go  First
recenved 56, ArAsia ot 42 and
Air Indiia was griven 24 slots.
Queries emailed to spokes
persons od thee eivil aviation min

istry, AAL DGCA, BCAS, Ga
First, IndiCio and Abasa Air
remained uninswered.

India hasbeen seeinga con
sistent rise in e numberof ly
ers. According to dats froan the
Lrirectorate General of Civil
Aviation, the number of
dormestic {lvers has spiked from
F3 miillion in 2020 o over 152
il licsrs im 202

Hatinrs agency lera expecis
Inedia’s domestic air passenger
traffic to grow 7-100% to about
164170 millican in 202425 The
market. however, hasbeome s
duopoly, with Inditio and Air
Inadiz being the mojor plavers.

Mint reportedin November
that the Centre was working on
A mwza aviidion package ool
ster India'’s civil avistion sector
by providingairlineswith vari-
s benefits, mchading tix con-
cessions, mechoed] usercharpes,
roteoptimiztion, ard remuka
iory relaxations

(o First, formerly known as
GoAdr, primarily aperated on
key domestic routes such as
Dielhi-Mumbai,  Bengalum
Chenmai and kolkata Hydera
bl

dhircndro kumarafive
ariet com
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International recognition
for Guwahati airport

The Lokpniya Gopinath Bordolol
Intemnational Alqport (LGBIA) In
BGuwahatihas achieved leval 2 of the
Alports Coundl intemational | A0)
Airpert (1 iewmier Exporie noe
acreditation. The LGBIA said this
recognition underscores the airport s
unwavering commitment to
enhandng passenger axperiene.
“This recognition i the outome of
tearrs and stakeholders corming
together. LGSIA & committed to
continuous improvement. With the
imglementation of digital and
technological nterventions, we
ensure fora seamless travel through
the s o, the stateTeent i,




1= Uit oL

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHIT 9 DECEMBER 2024

IF F 7 A



S 3
AIRPORTS

AUTHORITY ( 'ff‘

INDLA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVODAYA TIMES

DELHT

9 DECEMBER 2024

Vi

FE 9T # far EE

T A SR IR R el o1 it

15 feFsR T TcioN GRIcT, 5TR et UR foeiell a1 glom ufarciol

B AAI @ faeie Ja
sﬁﬁeﬁﬁrmu‘lf

T AT, Eﬁi‘lﬁ?iﬂﬁhﬂ
TP} T R W W A
I T A g2
T | S T ) dgan g
TR F T e e
ST I 3900 WET A T

FIEA S EEE 1199 H E
i e s i B o
1 AT S TE )
WA TEEe diaE
T R TR H Ahd 2025 A
o m 5zm WA 5 =1 T
g ol TEd = wm dREm
0 g

FUzT TerEET UEEE W
s i weyan 4 faoa 2ER
w1 @ WE Em FmE

T TaE T %
G 5 qAEE e
weE shw em = R
TN 3900 HE T F TEE
S s ot o o EAT e B
TRE TR AkE 2005 Awiirs
FEM WF F AN T,
T W e | e SR i
siE 50+ 90 vl R
e 2 T e
FITA i WEE e

(E=EER) = E W
SRR S o AT
YT T W AN 0 TR X
TEE 1 2EA A & FE
= W b, wEA W
T A I s g T
i 2 S T e
T W TAE 9 T = g
T T F WS 9NE A
e e
sifam vy iy ol = Senm
w1 g #m

AU = TR W
f’ﬁnwmﬁmqmi
fom fords = Fuiw Fis
!{nﬂwhfmﬁﬁ'raam
AR SR & W
% Fm TR @ = T
Saryrm wEedE W e g
manm*ﬁ‘qm;—r
Wﬂﬂ'ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂﬂ'ﬁ?ﬁ
ZEET T T 1 e
T T wikETY 3 3EE
i figm & j




AIRFUH ISAUT H'C)F?ITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

PIONEER DELHI 9 DECEMBER 2024
g W #a | A B | e gaT 1§ i S 3N
® 7RI Ul Siefiedie ol o G s
S i 79 1 A drcve wrdd ol @it Smuett STz T #) s e
T HIHER F TEed 9n faue vE w T AT & eI EaaEtE w5
Faem | e faer e (defee) o) TR TEE 1 2me ot G faatom oft o o &1
Aot 5 & 9 T s A frema =1 M e AfEa i TR 1 # fF s=as e ™

E W fae w1 A sfn i faen % w5 @ 15 e A F2-1 o Tl @ g% S
s % =fe s o e s NE W TE T AR TE R IEE F § A 5 e s gee .
FATAT A0 TIAIA TAE & g fedam =1 ¥rm) Eleanl ol dhcieicli il oo

T % Ze & fom ZieiEn | 15 W IEE F AR AE Ay F dAren e (amduena) & et
fem o F TEm A W ¥ i F fow oEe = st e few s g b et v e
1 fauifia fafy « =i oas o 3 T et #5 od 2my foen waw g0 fam & Sfw 10 | 14

™ % fam samafa wam o= #1 faew A | Avfags 32 Hale 1 S oF Fid &A@ THR L



Corporate Communications Directorate

AIRPUF« 'SAUT HCIF-?#T“I’ UF iNUiA

PICNEER

DELHT

9 DECEMEBEE 2024

Siae TIRUI¢ & dcld d6d Ahdl & Ge Bl dedle

T A | TEEE

I WEH F A TR F fF
B REGRGCEl e
] AR FEE ot T ¥ | T
w1 H 9 2 I AE e
69§ off TrEn % WE T 99
w1 AR A TE AN
A aET T @ T B |
TE TR TaEd T g
o fGefmaem @R @=
F T faan = @ T we
9 F1 TR 2 A E
HET &9 =1 99 TR g
= A yEs foa #1 3m of
[ =i #T = = 69 Y
T i % am g e
w1 THe 2T i =g w3
oA =l Tedl § yeEw 2w oW
farfom faell 4 o 2 13
T &9 & 790 ® AAA § R
I TN T o we Tm i

® o T3
uffaisTent didme 3

Hdd & ae Tic

G e A O o e B L B
WER W HE R

I TROE B e uE
T ¥ TH | W & W A
T UE gAY I F0
TEA B TE AW WEN F
EE vl B e R
1 90 FA § FE FFH T
TIE Tl |

£ 1 A %1 39 90 TE
= g Wiy g d T
IR ¥ | o e T &

 aca amdl 8 dediz

at &1 b fdor f @ | e fife
;mmﬁ?ﬁ?—tnﬁﬁ
H A =99 S #
HE A R A EHAN
e i fewel & e W
TR # farEs wiE geEE |

0 O e e M
faam mfi|m =15 & O
e T T

e 9 F1 ey § T9is
fafm 7 T ® 1 2w, I
i | fove goyEl, EW iy
T T TE F T R WA
H E THE T T §
=T § S 98 w6 frem
HECE FE R ceapoloo ol
BUER T W EU OB W
e A F s s
wE T § T MR &I
BRI 3 T A W T R,
U G

AT F

Reshicahiad sl
T F AR A 85 &
e H mTER 4ig wivmw
Wi T oEe, e
T T2 T TS FE 30
&3 F] A5 99 o TFA] B
HE H W F gEe w1
T2 % T e we T =
M wEm W "
il F fau FFn +og 4
=0 & | T W

TE #] Afeen | T A
i B 7 i - - G = =
Hifm w T iza aE d Ay
% AfeE =M =Nt F=EE
F T2 HM TR W W O
et o2 WraEe o o fmim
T T & | ST e i
B W gfas § T = =
= W=W AR TaE & Ao
T & fom =4 6@ § @
TR |



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TELEGRAPH

KOLKATA

8 DECEMBER 2024

City passengers travel via Dubai, Delhi, Mumbai; low yields, poor airport facilities blamed

Perception headwinds dog flights to Europe, US

SANJAY MANDAL

Caleutta: The number of pas-
senpers from Calootta to Eu-
rope and the U8 is more than
whiet it wssd to be a few yvears
ago but there are still nodirect
[lights to these destinations
Dronm the city.

Aviation industry experts
sald factors like perception
whout business in Hengal,
poor girport infrastructure
anid financial problems plag-
ing some of the bigger Euro-
pean carriers are some of the
factors.

On Thursday, the West
Bongal Legislative Assembly
unanimously passed 4 motion
that called for the intervention
of the Central government to
ensure that international and
domestic airlines operate di-
rect Mghts to different clties
of Buropean countries and the
US from Caleutta.

Finanes minister Chandri-
ma Bhattacharya, who moved
the motion on behalf of the
povernmsnt, spoke extensive
Iy about how the operation of
direet international Nights
was essential for Bengal and
the difficuities faced by fllers.

Overthe past several years,
chief minister Mamata Baner-
jer has hesn speaking about
the need for direct connectiv-
ity to Europe and the US, She
had held a mesting with repre-
sentatives of several interna-
tlonal and Indian alriines but
nothing has happened.

According to alrport of-
flctals, Caleutta now has 23
international Mights daily on
average, Bengaluru airport
has more than 23 internation-
al flights.

The number of interna-
tional fights may almost be
the sime &t the two alrports
but Benpaluru has direct
connections ta London, Paris,
Frankfurt and San Fran-
eisen, said an official of Ben-
galuru International Airport
Lid.

Caleutta on the other hand
has most connections to the
Gull citles Hke Dubal, Doha
and Abu Dhabi along with
southeast Asian destinations
1ike Singapore, Thailand and
Malavsia.

Mumbai airport handles
mare than 1,000 nternational
Mights every week or around
144 daily.

AT A GLANCE

Daily intemational flights

® Calcutta: 23
B Bengakuirnu: More than 25
| Mumbal Around 144

Important destinations connected

Calcutta: Dubai, Bengaluru: | Mumbai:

Draha, Abu Dhaki, Londaon, Paris, | London, Mew
Singapore, Bangkok, | Frankfurt, San | York, Middie East
Phuket, Kuala Lumpur, | Francisco, and other Asian
Dhaka Singapore destinations

“International passenger
traffie Is led by the Middle
Eastern, Aslan, and Buropean
regions, The Middls Kast has
the highest share, accounting
For 51 per cent of the totsl in-
ternational traffic. Asia comes
second, contributing 23 per
cont, while Europe capiures 17
per cent,” said a spokesperson
for Chhatrapat! Shivajl Ma-
haraj International Airport
Mumbal.

Anil Punjabi, national
committes membar of the
Travel Agents Federation of
India, ropresenting the cast,
said: “Over the past two years,
the state povernment has beon

discussing with the travel in-
dustry, business eommunity
and alrlines how to resume
direct connections to Ku-
rope, Now, there are enough
passengers from Calootta to
fill up three flights a week
to Europe. All these pas-
sengers go through Dubat,
Doha, Abu Dhabi or Delhi and
Mumbal."

Tour operators said trad-
ers, tourists, students and
those visiting family members
now comprise fliers to Eorops
and the US from Calcutta,

“Earlier this week, too, we
requested the siate govern
ment to take Inittatives for

direet connections to Europe.
The carrlers to Middle East
countries have maximum
passengers from Caleutta as
onwards to Europe and the
IT15,” said Anjani Dhanuka,
chairman, Travel Agents
Association of India, castern
region.

Caleutta alrport sourees
sald Emirates, which aperates
11 flights to Dubai from the
city every week, has 38 seats
including «ight Arst class and
42business class.

First class seats are nsu-
ally 30 to 40 per cent full
while bustness class seats ape
80 per cont full said alrport
sources said. Overall, the
flights have % per cent oceu-
pAncy.

“Of these, 8 per cent go be-
yond Dubai to Europe and the
U8,” satd an afficlal.

However, an official of
an Internatlonal airline sald
Mights thrire a week are often
not viable, “If passengers
don't pet daily connectivity
they often prefer to take other
flights,” said the official.

Lulthansa had flights
thrice a week between Cal
cutta and Frankfurt, which

was withdrawn in 2012. Ear
ller, British Alrways had
withdrawn its direct fight
to London because of low
yiehds,

Adr India womld alsooper-
ate a Night between Calcutta
and London. It had resumaed
a5 Vande Bharat during
the pandemtic bt was not mn-
Hrned.

Adr India, now owned by
the Tata group, operates three
daily flights to London from
Dielhi-ameed fooe Do Mumbai,

Sources said the airline's
Qight to San Francisco from
Bengaluri Is also doing well
because of the thriving IT in-
dustry there,

“The (Bengaluru-San
Francisen) flight started n
2017 and was stopped because
of the pandemic. However, a
coupte of vears back, it was e
instated. There is a pood load
for the return flight, too, be-
eanse of the steady low of 1T
industry people and their rela-
tives,” aaid the souree, “Filling
up return flights is very im-
portant for viabiiity.

There is still a perception
thai Caleutta will be unable
to provide enough business

passengers, who @y regulariy,
to Burope and the U8, “There
is also the issue of filling up
high-yield seats” an aviation
industry expert said.

Arconding to an official of
an international airline, some
blg European carriers are fac-
ing financial and other issues,
which may lmpede expanding
the network to Caleutta.

“The infrastructurs of the
airport and the work culture
has to improve,” said an offi-
clal of an airline that operates
international Nights out of
Caleutta. “The business class
lounge is not big enough and
there are not enovigh boarding
bariclges.”

The price of aviaton tur-
binefiel (ATF) matiers, ton,

According to the Indian Ol
website, the ATF prices from
December 1 for domestic air
lines on international run is
higher In Calcutta compared
tn Delhi and Mumbai,

The price in USD per kiloli-
tre is BBA.AT in Caleutia, 82628
in Mumbei and B27.04 in Chen-
nal. Aviation industry sources
the difference was becanse of
the amount of tax imposed by
lpeal povernments.



AIRF’UF{FSAUIH F?IT‘I OF IHU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DELHI

9 DECEMBER 2024

Kol airport@I00: From grass
runway to hub for 2 6cr ﬂyrs

Subhro.Niyogi@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Anaerodromewithagrassrunway
set up in the early 20th century, which saw an
airlinemake a scheduled stop in 1924 before it
became a full-fledged airport and a key stop-
over for flights operating between North
Americaand Europe tosoutheast Asia, turn-
ed 100 this year.

On Dec 21, Kolkata airport will Kick off its
centenary celebrations. These will trace the
airport’s chequered history, which includes a
roller-coaster ride in the mid-20th century
when several major international carriers
connected Kolkata with the rest of the world
in the 1950s before they withdrew in the 1970s
and 80s, leaving the city rather isolated on the
global aviation map. The airport, though, has
since turned around and isnow one of the key
gateways to southeast Asia and the Gulf.

A proposal on the centenary celebration
has been sent to civil aviation ministry. It will
include an exhibition on the airport’s history;
cultural events, craft fairs, charity events,
blood donation and a mega plantation drive,
Among those expected to attend the inaugura-
tion of the celebrationare CM Mamata Baner-
jee, civil aviation minister KR Naidu, minis-
ter of state for civil aviation Muralidhar Mo-
hol and Airports Authority of India chair-
man Vipin Kumar. State ministers Firhad
Hakim, Bratya Basu, and MPs Saugata Ray
and Dola Sen will also be invited.

Theairportbeganasan open ground next
tothe Royal Artillery Armoury in Dum Dum.
On May 2, 1924, Lt Pilchet Doisy, a French pi-
lot, landed a Dakota-3 aircraft at the airport.
Three days later, a Paris to Tokvo flight on
way from Agra landed at the airport. The

é%

A BOAC crew getting a ride to the terminal in a
cycle rickshaw

flight arrival drew a massive crowd.

“The years between 1940s and 1960s saw
the airport explode in popularity as a stop-
over hub. The airport handled flights from
Aeroflot, Air France, Alitalia, Cathay Pacif-
ic, Japan Airlines, Philippine Airlines, KLM,
Pan Am, Lufthansa, Swissair,and SASon the
routes from Europe to Asia,” Kolkata airport
director Pravat Ranjan Beuria said.

However, theairporthitanair-pocket when
the introduction of long-haul aircraft during
the 1960s did away with the need for refuelling
stops. It was only after liberalisation in 1990s
that the airport regained prominence. A new
domestic terminal was constructed in 1995,
and the airport was renamed in honour of Ne-
taji Subhas Chandra Bose. “The surge in do-
mestic traffic following the advent of low-cost
carriers in the early 2000s saw passenger count
exceed terminal capacity by 2005,” Beuriasaid.

While the capacity is being increased from
2.6 crore passengers per annum to 2.8 crore, the
addition of a new terminal in two phases will
see it rise furtherto 3.9 crore per annunm.
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‘Delayed airport work to draw action’

Times News NETwoRK At the meeting held at the air-
port, various aspects to improve
infrastructure for better air con-
nectivity were discussed. The mee-
ting focused on advancing
and enhancing facilities at
theairport.

Issues of poor air con-
nectivity, high airfares, and
delayed infrastructure deve-
lopment have been raised
over the past two decades, but a
propersolution has not been found

Surat: Union water resources mi-
nister C R Paatil on Saturday said
that deliberate delays by
contractors in executing
the civil work at Surat In-
ternational Airport (SIA)
would invite punitive ac-
tion as per regulations. Pa-
atil was chairing a meeting =
of the Airport Advisory Commit-
tee (AAC).

vet.

Paatil suggested that if Surat
airport is developed on the model
of Ahmedabad airport, it could
significantly increase the air-
port's revenue while providing su-
perior facilities to passengers. Re-
viewing the progress of civil work
at the airport, he expressed dissa.
tisfaction with the slow pace and
directed officials to expedite the
work and said that deliberate delay
woulld result in punitive action.
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Spicejet proves
sceptics wrong
again with fresh
revival plans

—
Our Bureau
Mumbai

SpiceJet is focused on final-
ising several key settlements
and expanding its operations
on the back of a ¥3,000-crore
fund infusion in September,
the airline’s Chairman Ajay

Singh has said.
“We defied sceptics in
2015 and once again we have

proven them wrong. With re-
newed enthusiasm and fresh
capital, we are fully commit-
ted to restructuring our bal-
ance sheet and clearing all
outstanding dues,” Singh
wrote in the company’s an-
nual report. Over the past
several months, the airline
had lost market share and
been dragged to court over
nonpayment of dues.

With the fundraising, the
airline is settling its past
dues and firming up growth
plans.

“We have already cleared
all pending GST and TDS
(tax deducted at source)
dues and we remain focused
on finalising several key set-
tlements in the near future,”
Singh said

RECENT SETTLEMENT
One recent settlement was
with aircraft lessor Aircastle,
which has already withdrawn
its insolvency case against
the airline. Singh said the air-
line has earmarked I800
crore for ungrounding and
fleet upgrades.

By 2026, SpiceJet will op-
erate 100 aircraft, he said.
The airline now has 60 air-
craft, including six wet-
leased planes.

However, several of its
planes are grounded due to
unpaid dues.

SpiceJet is seeking share-
holder approval to increase
the company’s authorised
share capital from 1,500
crore to 2,000 crore in its
annual general meeting on
December 30.

Other items on the agenda
include proposals to re-
appoint Singh as a director
and Sonum Malhotra as an
independent director.
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Air India Express-AlX
Connect merger to
boost pm‘ﬁtablllty' MD

TATA GROUP'S
LOW-COST
carrier, Air India
Express, has
completed its
= merger with Al
I "l Connect formerly
Aloke Singh AlrAsia Incha), a
stratagic move to
create a unified
budget airline under Air India
with & focus on achieving
suzstainable profitability without
straining its financials, a top
company official said. Air India
Express managing director
Aloke Singh tald FTI "The
merger process was completed
in October. The integration of
AlX Connect will expedite our
path to profitability by
achieving significant scale,
optimising costs, and better
utilising our assets”




AIRPL}R ISAUT I—l(.'.!I‘{lT"!r OF INUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

DELHI

S5 DECEMBER 2024

PLANNINGTO UNGROUND 28 AIRCRAFT

Will restructure balance sheet

and repay debts:

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, December 8

ON THE BACK of ¥ 3,000 crore
fundsraised via qualified insti-
tutional placement (QIF),s trug-
gling carrier Spicefet said it will
restructure its balance sheet,
clear all outstanding dues,
unground andupgrade itsfleet
in the next two years. The low-
cost carrier claimed that the
response from the qualified
institutional investors was
‘overwhelming’, underscoring
thestrong confidence in Spice-
Jet’s growth potential.

The list of the investors
included Goldman Sachs (Sin-
gapore), Morgan Stanley Asia,
BNP Paribas Financial Markets,
Nomura Singapore, Tata
Mutual Fund, Discovery Global
Opportunity, Societe Generale,
among others."We defied scep-
ticsin 2015 ,and once again,we

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

AIMING FOR THE SKY

m Spicelet is m Following grounding of its planes
expecting an and troubles impacting its operations,
additional Spicelet's market share plummeted
173 6 cr to2.5% by end of September
S e ® The company is seeking shareholder
Sievious approval in its upcoming AGM to raise
funding round its authorised share capital from
21,500 cr to 32,000 cr to facilitate
e the infusion nffresh share capital

UP*G?/E

have proven themwrong. With
renewedenthusiasmand fresh
capital, we are fully committed
to restructuring our balance
sheetand clearing alloutstand-
ing dues,” Ajay Singh,chairman
and managing director, Spice-

Mon, @9 December 2024

et said to shareholders in the
company sFY 24 annualreport.
Spicelet is expecting an
additional ¥73 6crore from the
previous funding round.
Following grounding of its
planes and troubles impacting

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76380377

picejet

AJAY
SINGH,

CMD,
SPICEJET

We defied
sceptics in 2015,
and once again,
we have proven
them wrong

itsoperations, Spicelet’smarket
share plummeted to 2.5% by
the close of September, accord-
ing tothe DGCAdata. Adecade
ago, the share stood at 17%.
Notably, two-year-old Akasa
Air,which flies the sameaircraft

CMD

typeas Spicefet, has nearly twice
the market share of Spicefet.
“We have earmarked ¥800
crore for the ungrounding and
upgrade of our fleet,andl am
confident that by 2026, Spice-
Jetwillbeoperating with a fleet
of 100 aircraft,’ Singh added.

The fresh capital raised will
be instrumental in unground-
ing fleets,acquiring new air-
craft, investing in technology
and expanding into new mar-
kets. The company plans to
unground 2 8 aircraft.

After repetitive failures in
clearing dues to its lessors, the
Delhi High Court pulled up
Spicelet in August this year.
Spicefetisseeking shareholder
approval in its upcoming
annual general meeting to
raiseits authorised sharecapi-
tal from ¥1,500 crore to
¥2,000 crore, to facilitate the
infusion of fresh sharecapital.

ey
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M&M to fight for trademark

New Delhi: Mahindra & Ma-
hindra on Saturday said it
has decided to rename its new
electric vehicle brand ‘BE 6’
but will continue to contest
strongly in court against
InterGlobe Aviation for the
trademark ‘BE Ge’,

Inter Globe Aviation,
which owns IndiGo airlines,
has taken the auto maker to
court over the use of 6E in its
new EV brand.

*Our priority and focus is
on ensuring an excellent ex-
perience for our customers
as we take our product to the
market. We would not like to
get distracted from our vision
of popularising electric trans-
port in India,” M&M said in a
statement.

“We also find it unseemly

RENAMES E-VEHICLEAS BE 6

m InterGlobe Aviation, which
owns IndiGo airlines, has
taken the M&M to court over
the use of 6E inits new EV.

B Inthe past, Tata Motors
had objected to InterGlobe

using the IndiGo mark, given
their Tata Indigo car brand

m Mahindra revealed its
electric origin SUVs the BE
6e and XEV 9e on November
26,2024

that two large, Indian multi-
nationals should engage in a
distracting and unnecessary
conflict when in fact we should
be championing each other's
growth and expansion.
*Hence, the company is
taking thedecision to brand its
product as BE 6,” it added.
“We, however, do believe
the claim by IndiGois baseless

and if not challenged, will set
an unhealthy precedent of
monopolising alpha-numeric
2-character marks, despite
our mark being distinctive and
different. This will be enor-
mously constraining for all
companies across industries
and sectors,” it said.

*We will thus continue to
strongly contest thisin court

and reserve our right to the
brand name BE Ge,” it added.

M&M said in the past, Tata
Motors had objected to Inter-
Globe using the IndiGo mark,
given their Tata Indigo car
brand.

“InterGlobe continues to
use the mark IndiGo in a dif-
ferent industry and business.
We, therefore, find their objec-
tion to BE 6e to be inconsistent
with their own previous con-
duct,” it added.

Mahindra revealed its elec-
tric origin SUVs the BE 6e and
XEV 9e on November 26, 2024,

Mahindra said it has ap-
plied for frademark registra-
tion under class 12 (vehicles)
for “BE 6e” as a part of its elec-
tricorigin SUV portfolio,

Tl
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New Aviation
Act passed

R.SURYAMURTHY

New Delhi: The Parliament
has passed the Bharatiya
Vayuyan Vidheyak, 2024, a
landmark legislation to mod-
ernise the country’s aviation
sector and replace the colo-
nial-era Aircraft Act of 1934.
The new law aims to stream-
line regulatory frameworks,
attract investments, and align
India’s aviation practices with
international standards.

However, while the 2024
Act is being lauded as a pro-
gressive step forward, con-
cerns persist over the extent
of centralised control retained
by the government, potential-
ly limiting the autonomy of
regulatory authorities and
affecting the sector’s ability to
thrive independently.

The 2024 Act now explic-

itly regulates aireraft design,
manufacturing, and mainte-
nance, introducing definitions
for these terms for the first
time. Testing and certification
processes for aviation person-
nel, previously handled by the
Department of Telecom, will
now fall under the Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA).

Poonam Verma Sengupta,
Partner at JSA Advocates &
Solicitors, described the Actas
“a progressive and ambitious
step forward for India’s avia-
tion sector,” but cautioned that
its ultimate success hinges on
“effective implementation,
sustained investments, and
regulatory independence.”

Experts warn that the lack
of autonomy for aviation reg-
ulators could hinder the sec-
tor’s growth.
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Flights diverted
from Vizag due to
poor visibility
Visakhapatnam: Three IndiGo
flights were diverted to
different cities from Vizag due
to poor visibility and fog at
Visakhapatnam International
Airport on Saturday. While Delhi
to Vizag flight (6E 545) was
diverted to Bhubaneswar,
Hyderabad to Vizag (6E 618) and
Bangalore to Vizaa (6E 217)
flights were diverted to
Hyderabad. Visakhapatnam
airport director K Raja Reddy
said a few flights did not take
off orwere delayed from
Vijayawada. me
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