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Jagannath international airport gets

final green clearance from Centre

Debabrata Mohanty

letters@hindustantimes.caom

BHUBANESWAR: The proposed
Shree Jagannath International
Airport in Puri in Odisha has
received final environmental
clearance from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change, clearing a major
hurdle for the greenfield project
despite wildlife experts raising
concerns over its potential
impact on migratory birds and
endangered marine species, offi-
cials aware of the matter said on
Wednesday.

The airport, proposed in the
Sipasarubali area of Puri district
and just about 5 km from the
Jagannath temple, will come up
on 471.348 hectares, including
27.887 hectares of forest land,
they said. It is planned to handle
4.6 million passengers annually
in Phase-1, with an international
facility proposed in the first
phase itself, subject to regulatory
approvals. [ts capacity is envis-
aged to rise to 10.18 million pas-
sengers per annum in Phase-I1
and 16.69 million passengers per
annum in Phase-[11L

Puri collector Dibya Jyoti Par-
ida said the project had received
both environmental clearance
and Coastal Regulation Zone
(CRZ) clearance from the minis-
try. “Forest-related issues were
also cleared. We are now await-

The airport, proposed in the Sipasarubali area of Puri district

and just about 5 km from the Jagannath temple.

ing the final approval from the
ministry to proceed with the
project,” Parida said.

Officials aware of the develop-
ment said the state government
is now awaiting a formal no-ob-
jection certificate from the min-
istry and will approach the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAT) for
approval to prepare the detailed
project report (DPR).

Parida said the construction
process will be taken up in coor-
dination with the AAI and the
state Transport department.

Forest clearance and
conditions

The ministry had earlier granted
Stage-1, or in-principle, approval
under the Van (Sanrakshan
Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam,
1980, for diversion of 27.887 hec-
tares of forest land in the Puri
Wildlife Division for the airport.

FILEPHOTO

The approval, based on recom-
mendations of ministry’s Advi-
sory Committee, came with 33
conditions, including compensa-
tory afforestation over 29.939
hectares of non-forest land.
The committee, at its meeting
on February 27, directed state
government to ensure imple-
mentation of mitigation meas-
ures and recommendations
emerging from impact assess-
ment studies and a site-specific
wildlife management plan pre-
pared on the recommendations
of Wildlife Institute of India and
Zoological Survey of India.

Bird strike, wildlife risks

The project, however, has faced
strong environmental concerns.
The W1l in October 2025 recom-
mended rejecting the airport
proposal, citing its proximity to
the existing Bhubaneswar air-

port, the Balukhanda-Konark
Wildlife Sanctuary and the Chil-
ika Ramsar site.

According to the WII assess-
ment, because the project
boundary is about 16 km from
Chilika Lake, a wetland of inter-
national impertance, the airport
could pose a “catastrophic” risk
to migratory bird populations
and affect critical habitats of
endangered marine species,
including Olive Ridley turtles.

It also flagged, in its report
seen by HT, the site's location
along migratory bird corridors
forming part of the Central
Asian Flyway, saying the prox-
imity could increase the risk of
bird strikes, posing a threat both
to aviation safety and wildlife.

The WII cited international
incidents to underline the dan-
ger. At Muan International Air-
port in South Korea, a bird strike
involving migratory Baikal teals
in December 2024 killed 179 peo-
ple. At Bahir Dar International
Airport in Ethiopia, a bird strike
near Lake Tana in 1988 claimed
35 lives. Despite the concerns,
the project is being pushed as a
major infrastructure and tour-
ism initiative for Puri, as the cur-
rent international airport in
Bhubaneswar has reached its
maximum potential and can't be
expanded horizontally any fur-
ther due to human habitations
around it.
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Second round of hydrological

study to be done for elevated
corridor in Chennai airport

Anna University will undertake the study to ensure the Adyar river’s flow remains unaffected by

pillar construction. AAI will also need another approval from the Water Resources Department

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

second round of
A hydrological study
will be prepared in

order to check the feasibil-
ity to build an elevated cor-
ridor and T5 Terminal for
Chennai airport.

The move to build a T5
Terminal and a connecting
elevated corridor for pas-
senger access was mooted
by the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment a few months ago in
order to enhance the ca-
pacity of the airport.

T5 Terminal

With the proposed T5 Ter-
minal located near the re-
mote bays, an elevator cor-
ridor for vehicular
movement has to be con-

Moving ahead: The next round of discussions between AAl and the
State government will be held in a few days to hire a consultant for
planning the project. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

to enter and exit this
building.

Officials of Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
and the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment, along with a few
other stakeholders, recent-
Iy held a meeting in which
discussions were held on
the alignment of the elevat-

While AAI had a tenta-
tive alignment planned,
the State Highways Depart-
ment communicated the
exact alignment linking the
T5 Terminal with the NH32
(near Madha Engineering
College).

“When we initially
planned the T5 Terminal, a

done. It had to be done to
know whether the flow of
water in the Adyar River
will be affected if pillars are
built near the bund. At that
time, the study indicated
that there will not be any
impact on the water flow.
Now, since the alignment
has been finalised, Anna
University will  begin
another detailed hydrolog-
ical study,” an official said.
Based on the report,
AAI will also need another
approval from the Water
Resources Department.
The next round of dis-
cussions between AAI and
the State government will
be held within a few days
to decide and hire a con-
sultant for planning the
terminal and the elevated
corridor. The firm will re-
quire a minimum of 6-8
months to submit the de-
tailed project report re-

structed for air passengers  ed corridor. hydrological study was  garding this project.
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Policebanlaserlights

around city airport
during Durga Puja

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Siliguri, 7 October

The Bidhannagar Police
Commissionerate, whose
jurisdiction includes localities
around the city airport. on
Wednesday, banned the use
of laser lights at Durga Puja
pandals in the areas underits
control.

The ban follows on past
incidents in which beams
disrupted pilotsduring aircraft
landing approaches.

The ban was announced at
the Durga Puja co-ordination
meeting held at the New Town
Convention Cenire that was
attendedby organisers of about
1,001 pujas under the
commissionerate. Police also
said drones could not be flown
without permission and DJs
would not beallowed at pandals
or processions.

The laser restriction is
particularly significant in the
airport belt, where the
comumissionerate has previously
prohibited sky-pointing laser
beams in the free-flight zone
around Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International Airport

(NSCBI) after pilots and the
airport authorities reported
beams directed towards aircrafi
on approach.

Theissue shot into prominence
in 2021 when Sreebhumi
Sporting Club’'s Durga Puja
pandals laser show was stopped
after pilots of at least three
flights reportedly told air traffic
controllers that the beams
were making it difficult to
land. Airport authorities
subsequently asked the
Bidhannagar Commissionerate
to ensure that the lasers were
switched off.

Bidhannagar police have
also previously acted against
anotheraviation hazard - sky
lanterns. In 2021, the
commissionerate prohibited
their release within a 10-km
radius of Kolkata airport after
airport authorities warned
that lanterns could rise to
about 3000 feet and pose a
risk to aircraft, particularly
around the approach paths
over Lake Town, Salt Lake
and New Town. It said the
wire frames could also cause
serious engine damage if
ingested.
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Uran Phata, Gavhan Phata, Kalamboli, Palm Beach Rd could face more pressure

More flights, more traffic? Navi
Mumbai braces for airport impact

Raina Assainar

WY1 WAL VAL

Navi Mumbais busy roads
eould face additional pressure
if o substantinl number of
international fMlights are event-
ually shifted from Mumbais
Chhatrapati Shivoji Maharaj
International Afrport to Navi
Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA), with resi-
dents fearing airport-bound
traffic could add to daily com-
muting woes.

Residents who travel exten-
sively within the city for work
fear taxis, private cars, buses
could spill bevond the airport

V| jay Gohil

Transport Minister Pratap
Sarnaik on Wed nesday flagged
off the daily MSRTC E-Shivai
services to Navi Mumbai

tures to NMIA has been put
on hold following o stake-
holder meeting in Delhi on
Tuesday. The Centre has asked
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd to
work on a fresh roadmap for
redevelopment of Mumbai
airports Terminal . However,
flight movement at NMIA
could affect Navi Mumbais
road traffic,

Traffic pnlil:r are yet to get
clarity on the number of
flights NMIA could handle
daily or weekly

DCP Traffic Rahul Khade
sakd, “We are yet to get clarity
on how many flights will be
landing at Navi Mumbai air-

Besidents fear airport traf-
fic will merge with existing
commuter movement, wor-
sening congestion. Uran Phata
and T-Point are pressure
points, with roads carrying
local, industrisl and goods
traffic. Gavhan Phata could
add pressure to Palm Beach
Road.

“Trafficisalready a concern
during peak hours. My job
involves a lot of travelling
within the city and if the air-
port brings a substantial
increase in traffic, it might
become difficult to reach dif-
ferent parts of Navi Mumbai
on time" said Om Prakash, a

and affect arterial roads  International Airport (NMIA) port on a daily or weekly Nerul resident Kalamboli
across Navi Mumbal and 'c':'nmnazar- Ttlxm wil basis, as there has been no  could become a bottleneck as
Panvel, 4 offictal communication so far.  traffic wwards Navi Mumbai

The proposed shift of more
than a third of Mumbai air-
ports international depar-

Borivall and Pune through three
routes, offering passengers a
public transport akernative to
private vehicles and taxis.

Once we receive the details,
proper and required arrange-
mients will be made.”

and Panvel converges there.
Palspe Phata will be critical
for vehides approaching.
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KOLKATA

Govt opposes
prayers at Kol
airport masjid

The Centre on Wednesday
opposed a petition before
the Calcutta High Court
seeking resumption of
prayers at Bankra Mosque
on the Kolkata Airport
premises, asserting that
national security is
paramount and overrides
"permissible public
interest”, Justice Krishna
Rao adjourned hearing of
the matter till October 9 on
a prayer by the petitioners'
lawyer to make
submissions in reply to the
contentions of the
authorities. Additional
Solicitor General Dhiraj
Trivedistated before the
court that national security
is paramount
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1 yr since take-off, NMIA still fails
to connect with Mumbai flyers

Expected traffic
congestions

A shiny new airport is
vet to become
preferred choice for

Mvers far want of
smooth connectivity
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Customs dept busts gold syndicate at IGIA

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi Customs has
busted a gold smuggling syndi-
cate at Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport and seized 6.5kg
of gold, worth around ¥9.9 crore,
from eight passengers who
arrived from Dubai last month,
an official said on Thursday.
Following the bust, several
Customs officers posted at the
airport were shifted to non-sen-
sitive back-office postings or
repatriated, while one officer
was suspended. "A vigilance
inquiry has also been ordered to
examine allegations of collusion
and supervisory lapses, includ-

THE SMUGGLERS
WERE INTERCEPTED
ON SEPT 21 BASED
ON SPECIFIC INTEL
SHARED BY THE
OFFICE OF CHIEF
COMMISSIONER
MANISH KUMAR

ing whether negligence or a pos-
sible nexus allowed the same
smuggling route to be repeatedly
used,” an official, who did not
wish to be named, said.

The smugglers were inter-
cepted on September 21 based on

specific intelligence shared by
the office of chief commissioner
Manish Kumar, the official said.
The gold was concealed in the
form of metallic chains, coated
in black and silver.

Investigators found that the
syndicate allegedly undertook an
operation every three to four
months. “The latest seizure has
exposed the pattern and led to
the network being disrupted,”
the official said.

Customs has reported a sharp
increase in recoveries this finan-
cial year, seizing 42.91kg of gold
so far, whereas the total seizure
in the 2025-26 fiscal was 47.15kg,
the official said.

Narcotics and psychotropic

substances weighing 737kg have
been seized in the first six
months of this fiscal, compared
to 786.84kg in 2025-26, the offi-
cial said.

The official said the action fol-
lowed continuous surveillance,
data analysis and intelligence
inputs aimed at identifying
smuggling patterns. The Delhi
Customs Zone recorded 279 sei-
zures in 2025-26 and has regis-
tered 203 cases in the first six
months of the current financial
year.

The chief commissioner said
the department would maintain
strict vigilance at IGIA and fol-
low a zero-tolerance approach
towards corruption.



AIRF‘UR 'S AUl HUFHT ¥ UF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU CHENIMNATL g QUCTOBER 2026

IATA urges for alternatives to

flight cuts at Mumbai airport

The International Air Transport Association
(IATA), the global airline industry body, has
called for a consultative approach between
Adani-owned Mumbai International Airport Ltd.
(MIAL) and airlines to ensure that the
redevelopment of Terminal 1 does not
undermine international connectivity to the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR). IATA also
urged stakeholders to explore alternatives to
flight cuts and other capacity reductions.
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TERMINAL TROUBLE
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Air India fllght returns to Delhi after Houthi attacks on Saudi airports

ASHOKE RAJ ® New Delhi

An Air India flight from Delhi to
Riyadh is returning to the nation-
al Capital amid heightened secu-
rity concerns following a series of
Houthi attacks targeting airports in
Saudi Arabia that have left at least
three people dead and 36 injured,
according to Saudi authorities.

Air India flight Al2243 departed
from Delhi and was flying south
over Gujarat before proceeding
over the Arabian Sea.

The aircraft subsequently turned
around and is now flying back
towards Delhi. The turnaround
comes amid growing concerns
over aviation safety in Saudi air-
space following attacks on airports,
including King Khalid International
Airport in Riyadh. Air India and Air

K

India Express have suspended their
operations to and from Riyadh
until October 10, 2026.

According to Saudi authorities
attacks targeting Abha International
Airport and King Khalid
International Airport on October 6
and 7 killed three people and
injured 36 others. Two people were
killed and 28 others injured in an

attack on Abha International
Airport, while one person was killed
and eight others injured in the
attack on King Khalid International
Airport in Riyadh. The Houthi group
has claimed responsibility for the
attacks. Its military spokesperson,
Yahya Saree, said the group target-
ed Saudi airports using ballistic
missiles and drones. Saree claimed
that a ballistic missile targeting
King Khalid International Airport
“struck its target with precision”
and disrupted airport operations.

India on Thursday condemned
the attacks on Abha International
Airport and King Khalid
International Airport, describing
the targeting of civilian infrastruc-
ture as “completely unaccept-
able". “India condemns the attacks
over the past few days targeting

Abha International Airport and
King Khalid International Airport in
Riyadh, which have resulted in
civilian deaths and injuries,” the
Ministry of External Affairs said.
“The targeting of civilian infra-
structure is completely unaccept-
able. We express our deepest condo-
lences to the families of those who
have lost their loved ones. We wish
speedy recovery for those injured. We
express solidarity and stand with the
people and Government of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,” it added.
The latest attacks come amid
renewed fighting between Saudi-
backed government forces and the
Iran-aligned Houthi group in Yemen.
Saree said the attacks were carried
out in response to what he described
as Saudi "aggression” against Yemen.
He claimed that Saudi Arabia had

conducted "60 airstrikes and missile
attacks in the past 24 hours”. The
Houthi group also issued what it
called a "last warning” to global air-
lines operating flights through
saudi airspace, saying the area
had become a “theater for our mil-
itary operations”. Saree urged inter-
national airlines to stop operating
flights through Saudi airspace,
warning of the consequences of
continuing to do so.

He said airspace over the "sacred
areas” of Mecca and Medina was
exempt from the warning. The US
Mission in Saudi Arabia on
Wednesday also urged American
citizens to exercise heightened vig-
ilance amid the Houthi threats. It
warned that the situation could lead
to flight cancellations, airspace clo-
sures and other travel disruptions.
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Bomb hoaxes may be cover for airport smuggling  Report calls for joint
airport protocols

Threat Alerts Used To
Divert Security: Report
Ashish.Chauhan
@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: Bomb-threat ho-
axes may be used by smugeling
networks to disrupt airport se-
curlty responses, delay flights,
conceal contraband and exploit
gaps In Customs survelllance, a
report mapping 104 aviation
threat incidents between 2010
and 2026 has found.

The Aviation Bomb Threat
& Customs Interdiction Report
examined 85 core cases between

8.2%, with a confirmed, probab-
Ie, or suspected link between a
‘bomb threat and a Customs In-
terdiction. These cases lnvolved

BOMB HOAX TRAIL
® 104 aviation threat incidents | @ Delhi case involved vapes,
mapped 010-26) foreign currency
® 85 cases analysed from ® Chennal case led to
i L, o o S gold, cigarette seizure
@ 7 cases linked to ')j @ 4 tactics identified:
Mﬁ'ﬂ!‘_ concealment,
@ 4 links confirmed; 3 “grounding. exposure,
underprobe oo e
® 5.9kg gold worth 4.5 crore @ Hoax threats rose from 2
seized (2021) to 71 (2023)
® 1.2kg methagqualone ® Report seeks CISF-Customs-
recovered at Kochi police coordination
pold, psychotropic drugs, fore-  ted cases at about 5.9ky of gold
igncurrency, vapes and cigaret-  valued at over Rs 4.5 crore, 3.2kg
tes, of methagualone valued at Rs
Of the seven cases, fourhad  3:2crore, along with foreign cur-
confirmed links, while three rency commercial vapes, and
were deemed probable or rema-
ined under investigation. The The report identifies four
report puts seizures in connec-  methods through whichabomb

hoax could be used to facilitate
or protect a smupgling opera-
tion.

raband, suchas inanaircraft1a-
vatory or another compart-
ment. By warning of a bomb in
that location, smugrlers may
discourage pASSENgers or Crew
from accessing the area, allo-
wing the contraband to remain
undisturbed until an accompli-
e can retrieve it.

One confirmed case using
this modus operandi involved
AlrIndia flight AF-349 from Du-
bai to Mumhai on October 18,
2024. Cabin crew found a hand-
written note claiming that a
‘bomb had been placed in the re-
arlavatory

pContinued on P 2

pContinued from P1

“The second is a hoax
call intended to stop
or delay departure af-

ter Customs detain a carri-
or or an accomplice. The
third involves forced de-
boarding and baggage
screening, which can lead
carriers to abandon bags
containing contraband.
The fourth involves multi-
plethreatemailsormessag-
es aimed at drawing CISE
police, bomb-disposal
teams and Customs person-
neal towards isolation bays,
leaving other airport areas
under pressure.

The siudy places the
cases against a rise in re-
ported hoax threats. It cites
Minisiry of Civil Aviation
data showing four nation-
wide incidents in 2020, two
in 2021, 13 in 2022 and 71 in
20E88.

It warns that the report-
ed connections donotestab-

lish that every bomb hoax is
linked to smuggling. Most
threats were found to be
hoaxes.
Itcalls for joint protocols
involving CISE, airport po-
lice, Customs Air Intelli-
gence Units and bomb-dis-
posal teams during aircraft
isolation, baggage screen-
ing and evacuation.
“Between October 2024
and April 2025, Indian avia-
tion experienced an unprec-
odented surge in bomb
threat hoaxes, impacting
over BUflights across domes-
tic and international sec-
tors. While the overwhelm-
ing majority of these
threats were malicious
hoaxes aimed at causing op-
erational disruption, rigor-
ous multi-agency analysis
reveals a critical operation-
al  intersection between
aviation bomb threat proto-
colsand Customs Air Intelli-
gence Unit (ATU) interdic-
tions,” the report states.

HOAXES AS SMOKESCREENS ...
020, Hyderabad airport H N

terminal case: Seizure of

1.5kg gold bars worth Rs 1.1

crore Confirmed fnk

Oct 18, 2024, Mumbai (Alr

India Al-349): Rocovery of

1.85kg gold paste worth Rs

1.42 crare Confirmed fink

Nov 2, 2024, Delhi (indiGo NN

GE-2114): 120 vape sticks, : ;

$18,000 and £5,000 in lan 24, 2025, Chennal (Spicalet 56-
undeciared curroncy seized. 88): Customs officials seized 40,000
Total value of the haul was cigarettes, 650g gold bangles valued
Rs 28 lakh Confirmed Enk at Rs 52 lakh Confirmed link

Dec 12, 2024, Kochi (Air India | Feb 22, 2025, Kozhikode (Air India
Express IX-412): 3.2kg Express IX-354): Rs 74 lakh worth
methagualone worth Rs 3.2 of gold compounds detected

crore recovered Probable link | Sespecied link
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Navi Mumbai
airport adds

MSRTC buses,
transit hotel

Mnmbat sz Mumbai In-

dars, 8 to Borivli and 2 to Pu-
ne using key roates, inclu-
ding Atal Seitn, said the air-
port in a press statement
The bus facility is not rest-
ricted to passengers holding
anNMIA flight ticket. People
not flying from Navi Mum-
bai airportcan alsonse these
services, making themabro-
ader public fransport link
between the airport and Mu-
mbai Metropolitan Region.
The Dadar/CSMT servi-
oo will travel via Ulwe, Nha-
va Sheva/Chirle, Atal Setn,
Sewrd, Eastern Freeway, By-
culla, Parel and Lalbang.
The Borivli service will ran
via Atal Setu, Eastern Free-
way, Eastern Express High-
way/Sion, Mumbai Airport
Terminal 1, JVLR, Andheri
and Western Express High-
way The bus fare applicable
for the NMIA-Boriviiroute is
Rs 210, the NMILA-Dadar rou-
te Rs1Mand to Pune Rs455to
Swargate. MSRTC said ser-
vices to Thane, Nashik and
other towns are planned.
Meanwhile, Adani Airp-
ort Holdings Lid (AAHL) la-
unched an B-room Swir Tr-
ansit Hotel at NMIA's TL Lo-
cated on the arrivals level, it
offers four-hour and overni-
ghistays for passengers with
lomg layovers, early depariu-
resand late arvivals. s
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Bird hits see rising trend at IGI

New Delhi: IGI Airport has witnessed a rising trend in bird
hits in recent times due to poor civic conditions outside the
premises of India‘s biggest aviation hub. According to airport
sources, the number of bird-hit cases outside IGIA affecting
aircraft taking off or landing was 90 in 2024 and 460 in 2025. This
year till Sept, that number stood at 209, Similardy, the number of
bird hits reported inside the airport was 89 in 2024, 117 in 2025, and
63 till this Sept.

While DelhiInternational Airport Ltd (DIAL) can take care of
the surroundings inside IGIA, the conditions outside the premi-
aeg fall within the jurisdiction of various agencies. On Aug 24,
Alrfield Environment Management Committee, which compri-
ses members from all stakeholders, held a meeting on the issue.

Its minutes showed the “DIAL representative presented issu-
es related to waste disposal and unauthorised meat vending along
aircraft approach paths”. The minutes stated, “The DIAL repre-
sentative informed that many peafowl, monkeys and dogs are
observed around IGIA. This gives a safety threat to VVIPs, fore-
lgn delegates and passengers... Any strike involving these speci-
es could result into substantial alreraft damage and passenger
safiety due totheir mass.™

Other areas that need attention, as per the minutes, include
Rangpuri Pahadi for sewage accumulation, illegal chicken mar-
ket In RK Puram, waste dumping in Dwarka and Jai Hind Colony
in Vasant Kunj, and improper garbage disposal at dhalaos. e
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Fuel surcharges to pinch festival season flyers as ATF costs rise

 E—
Our Buread
Hew Dl

Festive season airfares are
cxpected to pinch passen-
gers a3 airlings across the
board introduce or revise
fued surcharpes amid rising
aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
prices. Om Thursday, Air In-
dia Group as well a8 Akasa
Air snnounced changes to
fuel surcharges amid a sus-
tained increase in  ATF
prices, days after IndiGo re-
vised its levies.

While Air India and Air In-
dia Express revised sur
harges across domestic and
select international routes,

Akasa Air introducced a do-
mestic fuel surcharge and re-
vised its existing interna-
tional levy.

The revised charges will
apply to new bookings made
from October 9, from mid-
might for Air India Express,
1201 am for Aloasa Airand 11
am for Air India. As per the
airlines, the changes were in-
tended o partially offset the
PTESSUNE OO OpETating costs
arising from higher fuel
prices,

FUEL SURCHARGE

On domestic routes, Alr In-
dia and Air India Express will
levy aone-way fuel surcharge
ranging from T400 to T1,200,

depending on the distance
rravelfhed,

In terms of select interna-
tional routes, the revised
one-way surcharge will be
£215 for North America,
£210 for Australia, $135 for
Europe, including the UK,
and $355 for West Asia.

Om its part, Akasa Air will
levy a domestic fuel sur-
charge of 375 for fMighes
covering up to 500 km and
Tel0 for distances of 501-

1,000 ke,
On intermational roules
connecting  Indin  with

Kuwait, Crarar, Saudi Arabia,
the UAE, Thailand and Vier
niom, Akasa Airwill bevya fuel
surcharge of T2,500,

At that time, IndiGo said
the latest month-on-month
Increase in ATF prices ex-
ceeded 14 per cent, mkmg
fuel costs w among
highest levels in the last
decade.

Meanwhile, the Centre 13
considering reviving its ATF
Price Stabilisation Fund
scheme amid rising jer el
costs and their impact on air

fares, Civil Aviation Minister
K Ram Mohan MNaidu had
told reporters on Tuesday.

I July, bustnessline had re-
ported that the Centre's
T10,000~crore ATF  PSF
scheme had lapsed after no
domestic airline sigmed the
mandatory memorundum of
understanding with  State-
owmed OMCs within the pre-
scribed umeframe.
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Indian airlines cancel flights
after Rivadh airport attack

Indian airlines havecancelled  International Airport in

and diverted flights to Rivadh
following dismuption at the
Saudi capital’s King Khalid
Intermational Airport on
Thursday, with Air India and
AirIndia Express suspending
services until October 10 and
IndiGocancelling several
Hights and diverting another
o Dammam. Yemen's Iran-
aligned Houthi movement
claimed on Thursday that it
had launched a ballistic
missile at King Khalid

Riyadh. Several explosions
were heard in the Saudi
capital, while Saudi
authorities said missiles
targeting Riyadh had been
intercepted. Air India (light
Al2243 operating from Delhi
to Riyadh returmed to Delhi
on Thursday in the interest of
passenzer and crew safiety.
The Hight was subsequently
cancelled and passengers
were offered full refunds, the
airline said. OUR BUREAL
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A-ltooffer travel
SIM cards for
overscas rps

Air Indiawill offer trave] SIM
cards to passengers for their
overseas trips. EasyRoam,
an Air India-branded travel
SIM card that offers
international roaming
services, hasbeen
developed in partnership
with Tata Communications.
The product will be available
for purchase as a phrysical
SIM cand as well aseSIMon a
dedicated Air India-branded
webpage, the airline said on
Thursday. Initially, the SIM
card will be provided free of
cost while roaming pack
charges will apply. 1t will be
available for 30 countries wm
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A-L Air India
Express, Akasa
follow IndiGo
in raising fuel
surcharzes

DEEPAK PATEL
s Dathi, 8 Dctobor

Alr India, Air India Express
wid Akasa Adr on Thimsday
rzised or ntrodiced fved sir-
churnges on dommestic and inter-
nations] lightsasaidines seck
1ooffest the impact alshaply
higher miation turbine Fel
{ATF) prices. The muove comes
three days after India's agest
airling lndiGo announced its
second imcrense in fael sus-
chinngessinoe March

ATF ricemally acrouints fos
about 40per cent of an lndin
carrier s aperatiiig costs. The
ongeing West Asia conflit,
whach starterd in be Febmunry
when Brhel and the US
aftacked Iman, has signifi-
cantly affected global crudeail
surppliss. ATF prices in Delhi
have rgen fom arcund Ti00
per fitre 1o around T137 per
litre, imchuding a 13 per cenl
imcrease in October alone.

EnelpGo’s revised fsel sur-
chasges, anmoenoed  on
Mondsy, came into elfed for
i boodciogs Fram T el
Ar Indis and Al India
Express will apply their
reviserd  surcharges  From
Cctober 5, while Akass Alr's
et stanchange will also coome
imfto elfed fram Ocobers,

The Air India groiip, just
like IndiGo, has now revised
its doomestic fuel surcharge
Twice since introdusing it in
March. The group initGally
impesed & 0ol T390 -
chargean dimestic fights in
March and subsequently
mowedl 10 a distance-hased
strisciure.

Maora on bisiness-wandard com
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BY LIGHTNING,
LANDS SAFELY

DC CORRESPONDENT
MNEW DELHI, OCT. 7

An IndiGo fight from
Patna to Lucknow was
struck by lightning while
flving at an altitude of
around 17000 feet on
Wednesday, damaging the
aircraft’'s nose but leaving
all passengers and crew
members safe. The air
craft. operating fight
6E825, was carrylng 104
passengers and six crew
members when it encoun-
tered the lightning strike
while approaching Luck-
now amid bad weather,

Desplte the damage to
the front portion of the air-
craft, the pilots brought
the plane down safely at
Chaudhary Charan Singh
International Alrport in
Lucknow. No Injuries
were !'L'p!)ﬁt‘lt.
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Airlines Suspend, Cut Riyadh Flights Amid Security Concerns

Qur Bureau

Mumbai | New Delhi: Airlines
seross Asis and Burope sre eun-
callingor suspending fipits to Ki-
yvadh as attacks on Saudi Arvabia’s
airporls disrupl oparalions and
raisc concerns over the safety of
civilian alr ravel, with Air India
Express. Inditso, Akasa Airn Phi-
lippine Ajrlines, KLIM, Alr France
and Cathuy Pucifie among carrci-
Brs CUting services or extending
exisling suspensions,

Adr India Fxpress has cancelilad

flights to and from Riyacdh until
October 10, while IndiCzo has can-
celled its Delhi-Rivadh service on
Thursday and Friday and Mum-
bai-Riyadh and Huwderabuad-Riy-
adh Nighls on Friday. Akasa Air
has cancelled ils Kochi-Rivadh
anmd  Rivadh-Kochi  Mighis  on
Thursday, citing the cvelving sc-
curicy simation in Rivadh. Philip-
pine Airlines has also cancelled its
Mlanila-Rivadh service on (cto-
bear 8 and the return flight on Octo-
baar 10, eiting the “developing situ-
alion niheregion”.

“Tn view of the evolving situa-

tionin the region, we have catcel-
led flights to and

= from Rivadh wuntil
Alr India 10 Oretober, Affer-
Express, e pussts are be-
IndiGo, Akasa iy offersd] comp-
Air among limenlary resche-
carriers duling or a Mall ra-
cuttingor fianel on
extending cancellation.  We
flight continue to moni-
suspensions tor the situation

closely ™ an Air In-

did Bx press spokesperson sairl.
Akasa Alrsaid iiwasmoniloring
and assessing Lhe siluation “on a

real-time basis” and that passeng-
ers affected by the concellations
could opt for a full refund or re-
sehedule their travel 4t no additio-
ral vost,

Rivadh is 8 major international
hutb and an imporiant link for In-
dian carrviers, servingalarge Touli-
an cxpatriate population as
will az businezs and religio-
us tratfic.

Indias Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs on Thuesday con-
demned the attacks on Abhs
atul King Khalid airparis, say-
ingz targeling civilian inlrasi-

ructure was “completelyunaccop-

table” and expressing so-  lida-
rity with Saudi
Aruhiy,
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FESTIVE RUSH Airlines Hike Fuel Surcharge as ATF Prices Soar

Qur Bureau

Mumbail Delhi; Airlines are rai-
gingfiel surcharges on domestic anc
inter national flights shead of the fes-
ivetrayvel seson 35 8 shErp rise n e

iation turbine fuel (AT prices adds
to operating costs. Air India, Air In-
dia Express and Akasa Adron Thurs
day annomeed higher fuel charges,
following Inditro's increase earlier
this week. The moves come 2 aidi-
nes fee higher fuel costs amid peope-

Al Indlz At Indla
domestic imErnational
sUrcharge: surcharge:
7400-1,200 | s55-215
Akasa | Akasa
domestic Internaticnal
surcharge: sUrcharge:
1375-1,150 | 2,500

. Indico '
i/ domestic surcharge:
' «375-1,300

IndiGo international
surcharge:
=3,000-10,000

litical tensions and clevaoed global
cnerEy prices. justas demand crpical-
Iy strenprthens around Diwali andthe
vearend holiday period

ATE prices roge by about 716 4 litre
froam Cetoher 1, add ing tothe cost bur-
e for carriers, Foel is 30-40% wvari-
aldle cosls [or an aifdine, and susiai-
nex] iNereAses CAT SqUeRRe margins
unless part of the Increase is passed
ol to passengers. Air ndia and Alr
Iadia Fxpress will impose a domestic
surcharge of 7200 on flights up o 500
km, rising to #1200 on fights above
L300 km, on new Bookinges from Ooeto-
ber . Inlernational surcharges range
Mroarn 50 o Wesl Asia and the hiddle
East to 8215 for Morth America

Akaza Alr iz introducinga domestic
sircharye of 7475 for fliphts up to 500
km ancl L1530 for flights above 1,500
form, 1 weil] lso le e 32500 0m flipghitsto
Buwenit, Gatan Sawli Arabia, the
ITAF, Thailand and Vietnam.
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Moreairlines resort to hike in
fuel surcharge as ATF costs bite

AIR TRAVEL GETS COSTLIER

AKBAR MERCHAMT
HMumbai, October 8

AIR MDA, AR Dndia Express
and Akasa Air have revised the
fudd surcharge on domestic and
intemational i[ighl\. duetosus
tamed incresses inaviation tur
bmefus (AT prices,

The rewistons, effective
October %, comeasamhnes seck
to partially offset higher fuel
expenses  without making
across-the-board changes to
base fares. Fusl remaln one of
the largest components of air
lineopemting costs.

Air India and Air India
Express will levy a domestic
fuel su rcharge of T400 on
ftights up to 5 00 km, €600 for
501-1,000 km, TA50 for
1,001 - 1,500 km and T 1,200
for sectors beyond 1,500 km
The surcharge will apply one
wayto itineraries orginating
fom or arriving in India.

For lnfema uu:u|:|!ir.|!|.1.|..lhe
revised surcharge for North
America ks 5215 one-vay, while
Australiawill attracta § 210sur
charge. Flights to Bumope, iInclud-
ingthe UK willcamya $135sur
charge, while West Asia routes
will attracta 555 surcharge

For Air India Express, the
revisend su |1.1.rlqv will apply to

new bookings made from mid

W Al & Al Exprass will
lewy a fuel sure harge
of 2400 on flights up
to 500 km, B&00 for
501-1,000 km, ¥850
for 1,001-1,500 km &
P00 for sectors
beyond 1,500 km

N

B Alr iIndia's revised
surcharge for Morth Amernca
iz s 25 one-way, while
Australia will attract &

$210 surcharge

ﬁg

B Akasa Alrwill charge 2375
on domestic sectors up to
500 lom, 8800 for 501-1,000
kern, ¥R00 for 1,001-1,500 km
& 21,150 for owver 1,500 km

nlghf on Cictober 9, while Air
India will implement the
rhanﬁ-.-s; for hnnkingl made
from 11 am the same day, The
two aitlines wabd the suechapge
would be mviewed pariodiclly
and adusted depencding on the
fuel price environment

Akasa Alr, meamwhile, has
mimiduced afuel surcharge onits
domestic network and revised
the existing surcharge on inter
nationalrout es. The changes will
apply to new bookings from
12:01 amon OctoberS.

The airlne will charge
€375 on domestic sectors up
to 500 km, 600 for 501-
1,000 km, 900 for 1,001

L5000 ke amad T1,1 50 onsec
toreof 1,501 kmand abowve,

On international rmoutes,
Akasa will levya T2,500 one
way surchamge on flights
between India and Kuowait,
(Jatar, Sauwdi Arabia, the UAE,
Thailand and Virtnam.

The announcements follow
IndiGio, which on Monday
mised fuel surcharges on
domestic and intermational
fdights from October b, citing a
sestained increase in jet fuel
prices, The moveis expected to
pish up ticket prices, with the
increase on domestic routes
mnging from § 100 o €350,
depending on distance.

Lufthansa &
Al suspend
flightsto
Riyadh after
Houthi attack

GLAMLUCA LD NOSTRO
October 8

LUFTHAMNSA GROUP AIRLINES
and Adr Ini will suspend flights
toRiyachthey said on Thursday,
a8 Yermnen's Imn-aBne d Howthis
renswed thesatsagainet alebines
after daiming an attadk onthe
Saudicapital salrpart

A Lufthanss spokesperson
tohd Re wers the German group’s
arfineswonld u1'.'|'||-r|r|r'llghts1|:|
Fiyadhthrough October 16 due
o ‘current rlL-.rrlnrlml_'n tsmthe
Middle Exst’Air IncBagald it had
cancelled all flights to the Saudi
mpitaluntil October 10,

Srnake was seen risinig from
astationary aircraft at Ripadh
airpont earlier on Thursday,
according to awitness and three
|:|:|.|}|E brtefed an e matter.

e Houthis said Th['_'!.' had
struck King Khalid Interna-
tional Airport in Rivadhwitha
ballistic misskle.

Several dozen intemational
fAights bound for Riyadh on
Thursday evening have been
ancelled, data from global
ﬂ:g hat tracker Fli Fh thadar2d
showed — REUTERS
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Air India launches global roaming SIM

HITIH KUMAR
Hew Delhi, October 8

AlR INDIA OM Thursday
launched EasyRoam, an air
Hne-hranded travel SIM that
will allowpassengerns toacoess
maobile data andvolos services
while travellingabroad, with
out having to arrange for a
local SIM after arrival

The service, develaped In
partmershap with Tata Com
munications, is initally avail
able across 10 countries in
Morth America, Europe,
||1|'[|.||'I11:|3 the UK, Australia,
Asia Facific and West Asia.
EasyRoam plans stari at
2241, excluding taxes, with
prices varying depending on
the destimation and plan

CALL LINES OPEN

W EasyRoam plans start at
P, excluding tanes, with
prices varying depending on
destination & plan selected

B The passengers opting
for the 5iM can retain their

numiber for up to one year
fora nominal charge

B The EasyRoam SIM is
being offered free of cost
during the initial phase

W Tata Cn:hmmunil:a!inm..
which provides the
connectivity infra for
EasyRoam has partnerships
with more than 400 mobile
network operators globaly

H."IELtIﬂJ.

T'hee passenpers opting for
the SIM can retaln their mum-
ber for up to one year for a

::.l.'l:lljlu||.|ur__'\.;u.

The Easyloam S5IM is
bedng offered free of cost dur-
ingthe initial phase,although

customerswill have Lo pay for
thee roamiing |1.1rlc1 Crsstomen
purchasing a data plan will
also get up to 1GR of addi
tional complimentary data,
except when travelling to
Maldives and Manritius
Tata Communications,
which provides the connec
tivity Infrastructure for Easy-
Roam, has partnerships with
maore than 600 mobile net-
work operators l:;in:ll'-aIE_'_v_
allowling the service to pro
vide connectivity across
internati onal destinations.
I:u.:.r Koamiscu rrrntl:.r avail
able for purchase through
the Alrlndia website and will
subsequently be made avail
able through the airlins's

mohile app.
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CBINABS DGCA OFFICIAL

Somendra Sharma

MUMBAI

Those entrusted with keeping
India’s skies safe are now
under the CBI scanner. The
agency will conduct searches
in Mumbai, Salem and Chen-
nai in connection with a brib-
ery case linked to Ekvi Air
Training Organisation Pvi Lid,
a Kalvan-based firm that oper-
ates seven aircraft from its
training base at Salem Airport.

The CBI has arrested Sushil
Kumar Garg, Deputy Director
(Airworthiness) at DGCA, and
SK Bhane, director of the com-
pany, It is the third case CBl is

SAFETYBRIBE

probing against DGCA officials
this year,

In the FIR registered on Oc-
tober 3, the CBI said it received
reliable information that Garg
was seeking illegal gratification

from Bhane for issuing air-
worthiness certificates without
ensuring full compliance with
safety requirements. Garg had
conducted an airworthiness
audit of the company's aircrafi
on July 31
According to the FIR, Garg
sought a bribe in exchange for
afavourable audit report, with-
out a proper inspection and
while overlooking deficiencies
observed in the fleet.
CONTINUED ON NATION

CBI nabs DGCA official

After negotiations with Bhane on October 2, it was
agreed that Bhane would pay Rs 50,000 per audit
transaction. Garg allegedly accepted Rs 25 lakh as
part of the bribe, following which bath men were
arrested.

"Searches will be conducted in the said case,” a
CBI official said.

The DGCA is India's apex regulator for civil avi-
ation safety, airworthiness and air transport stan-
dards. Its Certificate of Airworthiness certifies that
an aireraft conforms to its approved design and s
safe o flv.
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AL Al Express, Akasa
hike fuel surcharges

Air India and Air India Express on Thursday
announced hiking fuel surcharges for domestic and
international flights, while Akasa Air raised the
surcharge for overseas flights due to soaring jet fuel
costs. The hike in fuel surcharges from October 9 will
push airfares higher as airlines look at ways to
partially offset the rising operational costs. For
domestic Air India flights, the revised fuel surcharges
range from ¥400 to #1,200, depending on distance.
Fuel surcharges for international flights vary from
$55 to $215. Akasa Air has re-introduced the fuel
surcharge for domestic services and increased it for
international flights. HTC
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Airlines cancel and
divert Riyadh flights

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Air India Group and IndiGo
on Thursday cancelled and
diverted several services to
Riyadh as carriers moni-
tored an evolving regional
situation, disrupting travel
between India and the Sau-
di capital.

The disruption came af-
ter Houthi rebels attacked
Saudi Arabia, with a mis-
sile fired towards Riyadh
International Airport.

Air India said its flight

Al2243, operating from
Delhi to Riyadh, returned
to Delhi on Thursday in the
interest of passenger and
crew safety. The service
was subsequently can-
celled, with full refunds of-
fered to passengers.

The airline also an-
nounced that it was can-
celling all flights to and
from Rivadh until October
10, citing the developing
situation in the region.

An IndiGo flight from
Hyderabad to Rivadh was
also diverted to Dammam.
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Air India,
Akasa hike
fuel surcharge

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

With sustained ATF prices
adding to operating costs,
Air India and Air India Ex-
press have revised domes-
tic fuel surcharges to T400-
{1,200 and introduced sur-
charges of $55 for West
Asia, $135 for Europe, $210
for Australia and $215 for
North America.

Akasa Air has also intro-
duced a domestic fuel sur-
charge ranging from ¥375
to I1,150 based on sector
length, while a ¥2,500 sur-
charge will apply on speci-
fied international routes.
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India condemns
Saudi airport attacks

Shubhajit Roy & Divya A
New Delhi, October 8

CONDEMNING THE attacks by
the Houthis on two airports in
Saudi Arabia, India on Thursday
said targeting civilian infrastruc-
ture is completely “unaccept-
able”. The Indian Embassy in
Riyadhissued an advisorytothe
Indians in Saudi Arabia to re-
main alert and vigilant.

The Indian community in
the Saudi Kingdom numbersap-
proximately 2 74 million, includ-
ingskilled and semi-skilled pro-
fessionals.

Thisisnotthe firsttimeinthe
last seven months, since war in
West Asia began, that Delhi is-
sued condemnatory statements
and security advisories to warm
its citizens to stay safe. Since
March this year, at least three
such occasions have warranted
such statements. The latest
statement came amid reports
that Yemen's Iran-aligned Hou-
this escalated their campaign of
strikesagainst Saudi Arabia, try-
ing to shut down the kingdom’s
airspace and oil facilities with
missile fire that has killed three
people this week.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs issued a statement: “India
condemns the attacks over the
past few daystargeting AbhaIn-
ternational Airport and King
Khalid Intemational Airport in

Riyadh, which have resulted in
civilian deaths and injuries.”

“The targeting of civilian in-
frastructure iscompletely unac-
ceptable. We express our deepest
condolences to the families of
those who have lost their loved
ones... Weexpresssolidarity and
stand with the people and gov-
ernment of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.”

Two people were killed and
28 wounded in an artack at the
Abhaairport, said Saudi Arabia's
General Authority of Civil Avi-
ation. It said one person was
killed and eight othersinjured in
attack on King Khalid airport.

The Indian embassy in
Riyadh advised, “In view of the
current situation, all Indian na-
tionals in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia are advised to remain
alertand vigilant, stay indoors as
necessary, and follow the in-
structions issued by local auth-
orities through official chan-
nels,” the Mission said.

It advised Indian nationals
against circulating or reposting
videos or newsrelated tothe on-
going events. The 24x7 helpline
of Pravasi Bharatiya Sahayata
Kendraremainsavailableat toll-
free number 8002471234, it said.

Thesecurity situation hasaf-
fected airservices between India
and Saudi Arabia.

(WITH AGENCY INPUTS FROM

RIYADH)
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AirIndia, Al
Express hike fuel
surcharges

New Delhi: AirIndia and Air
India Expresson Thursday
announced ahike in fuel sur-
charges for domesticand in-
ternational flights with effect
fromOctober9amidsoaring
jet fuel prices. Inastatement,
AirIndiasaid aviation
turbine fuel prices have wit-
nessed significantvolatility
in recent months, driven by
geopolitical developments
and sustained pressure on
global energy markets. For
domestic flights, the revised
fuel surchargesrange from
Rs400toRs1,200, depend-
ingonthedistance.
Meanwhile, Akasa Airhasre-
introduced fuel surcharge for
domesticflights, and hasin-
creased surcharges forinter-
national services from
October 9. PTI
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If a pilot goes rogue, can
software grab control?

The recent ElvDubai cockpit seave sy make flv-ly-wwire feek seem ke an avietion secarity

sodution. The Ritel iy been that remote aiveraf? eontrol teclinofogy is not free of visk either

he cockpitclashaboard a Fly Dol

Nigght late bast month thist nearly

cost the crew and passengers their

lives exgposed o worrisome volners-

bility in eivilaviation. Flying from

Prubai to Tel Aviv, the gircrafi
plisnged after s co-pdlot attacked the captain,
whio, despite being injured, managed tounlock
the heawily secured cockpit door, enabling pas
sengers o storm inand subdue the artacker.
The platnve Tameled safedy but highlighted a para-
dhox i avia tion security. Reinforced coclipit
s, mandated globally after 211, wore
estgned 1o keep hifachers out—and unable 1o
grab fight controls, Ironically. the high-secn-
iy door wis Ehie obstacle to a rescae i this
case as the threat came from within the cock-
pit. But the big question miscd by the eplisode
is this: In this era of drones and self-driving
IS, “'h:‘.'i'-'l.n-l we Count on remaote il'l'l ETVERn-
tion iFa pilot goes rogie?

Technology (o give computors groater con
trol exists, Fly-by-wive (FEBW), indevelopment
since the 1960, replaced mechanical links with
electronke signals, In 1972, the LS space agency
Nasa modified an F-8 Crusader to fly with a fully
digital FEW system. Moderm FEBW systoms jirm-
cess pilot commands digitally through onboard
tech. Inmilitary aviation, fghters like the F-16
can prevent ground collisions with systems that
override pilot imputs, Indin's Tejas has auto-
enated stabilizers in case a pilot blacks out or
sullfers severe spatinl disorientation, Naticnal
Avrospace Laborataries under India’s Counel
of Scientific and Industrial Research is working
oncommund-hy-wire” light controel, Civil avie-
tion hasalso been giving computers greater
snthority, Airbus atreralt use digital Dght-en
vielope protections that can reject compunds

that delv safety limits, while Boeing tvpically
prefers more empowered pilots, with systoms
resisting tisky inpuots rather than imposing
ihimger lines, Neither approach, however,
vrosses e red Hne of letting soltware ara
remiste operator snateh away control, FEW
stipis short of that becausea lech system power
ful enough to newtralize a rogue pilot's actions
wotihd silbso create risks of s own, A ground link
oronboard algorithm that can fly the plane
prilustless could also be hacked, compromised or
tripgrered by a software failure. Boeing's 2006
‘uninterruptible autopilon patent illostrates
thi dilemimia. I envisages detecting a secuily
[yreach, isolating pilots and tuming control over
tova certified pllot on the grovnd Dhrotgh o
encrypted satellite link. Hack-proof or not., it
has nod been implemented,

Machine authovity s advancing in various
wavs MIT's Air-Guardian uses eve-tracking
to o tor where pilots are looking and spot
divergences in human and mschine attention.
Garmin's Emergency Auloland goes further,
taking complete contrml ifa pilot is unable to
anpeerate; it Is designed to phelan adrpest, contact
air-traffic controllers and land the plane on its
i, Cortified by the US Federal Aviation
Administration, it has been installed in over
2000 aireraft so far, Althowgh regulators may
be ey to let software take control when a
it is incapacitated, a rogue pilot who iscon-
sefous and eapabile of (lving poses an entirely
dlifferent threat, The Dubai-Tel Aviv Might was
savid by acaptain whe fought back, passengens
who helped and crew whio restared control, But
relying on homan bravery is dicey, Flight safety
miay need better tech support. The judgement
cabls that confiront s are when Lo bet software
owverrule a human and whe takes that decision,
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Air India, Air India Express,
Akasa cancel Riyadh flights

ir Iniachin Engprresis, Adir Inclia sl Akia Adr bave caisoelbed
Mhigghes, o Ryl ] 1000 vober ammbd dissugeions due 1o

atnacks ot the alrpors, IndiGa has cancelled Rs Bivadh

Migchds b Frickay,

Saeli Arahaa’s two agrports in Rivaclh aned Abha come uneder
aitick, r!'|:lc|r1u.|l|. by Hiomithid midieanis.

Adr Il Express s Adr Inelis Mights en route 1o Rlysih
retumerd on Thrsday, soosroes sl

“Im viesw ot evoalying sibustion in the region, wis have
waivoe|beed [Rigrlts Do aiwd Troan Biysiclh vkl 104 e, AlTeeted
aests e befng offered eomplimentiry reschedilisg ora full
refund on cancellatbon, We continue to moniior the sitnation
sl Air Indin Express said ina staterent on Thorsday,  #m
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Al Express, Al, Akasa Air hike fuel
surcharges amid rising ATF costs

OUR CORRESPONDENT
New Deffii, October 8

Air India and Air India
Express on Thursday
announced hiking fuel sur-
charges for domestic and
international flights, while
Alkasa Air raised the sur-
charge for overseas flights
due to soaring jet fuel costs.

The hike in fuel sur-
charges from October 9
will push airfares higher
as airlines look at ways to
partially offset the rising
operational costs.

Air India and Air India
Express, which previously
revised fuel surcharges
in April, have increased
them by Rs 101 to Rs 301
for domestic flights. For
international services, the
hike ranges from $5 to $15.

Alkasa Air has re-intro-
duced the fuel surcharge
for domestic services and
increased it for interna-
tional flights. The airline,
which introduced the sur-
charges in March, later
withdrew them for domes-
tic flights.

In a statement on Thurs-
day, Air India said Aviation
Turhine Fuel (ATF) prices
have witnessed significant
volatility in recent months,
driven largely by geopoliti-
cal developments and sus-
tained pressure on global
energy markets.

“The latest increase in
fuel prices has further ele-
vated operating costs for
airlines, with fuel continu-
ing to account for a substan-
tial proportion of overall
airline expenditure.” the

statement said.

For domestic flights,
Air India and Air India
Express have revised fuel
surcharges ranging from Rs
400 to Bs 1,200, depending
on the distance.

Fuel surcharges for
international flights vary
from £55 to $215, depending
on the region and country.

According to the state-
ment, the two airlines will
levy Rs 400 and Rs 600
as fuel surcharges for dis-
tances of 0-500 kilometre
and 501-1,000 km, respec-
tively. The amount will be
Rs 830 for 1,001-1,500 km
and Rs 1,200 for 1,501 km
and above.

With respect to interna-
tional routes, the fuel sur-
charge will be %55 for West
Asia/ Middle East and $135
for Europe, including the
UK. The fuel surcharge will
be 5210 for Australia and
$215 for North America.

Akasa Airsaid in a
statement that sustained
increases in Aviation Tur-
bine Fuel (ATF) prices,
driven by ongoing geopo-
litical developments in the
Middle East, have led to
higher fuel surcharges.

Depending on distance,
the surcharges will vary
from Rs 375 to Rs 1,150 for
domestic flights and in the
case of overseas services,
the revised surcharge is Rs
2,500,

For 0-500 km, Akasa Air
will levy a fuel surcharge of
Rs 375 and Rs 600 for the
distance of 501 - 1,000 km.

The fuel surcharge will be

Rs 900 and Rs 1,150 for the
distance of 1,001-1,500 km
and 1,501 km and above,
respectively.

For international routes,
Akasa Adr has revised the
fuel surcharge to Bs 2,500.

In March, Akasa Adir
introduced fuel surr:h.a.rgea

ranging from Rs 199 to Rs
1,300 for domestic and
international flights.

“ATF constitutes a sig-
nificant component of air-
line operating costs, and
the continued increase in
fuel prices has placed sus-
tained pressure on airline
operating costs across the
industry.”In view of the pre-
vailing fuel price environ-
ment, Akasa Air has taken
a measured approach to
partially offset the impact,”
Akasa Adr said.
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Gold, silver imports
by nominated
agencies, banks to
attract 3% IGST

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Defiri, October 8

Gold, silver & platinum
imports by banks and nomi-
nated agencies attract 3 per
cent IGST effective April 1,
2026, Revenue Secretary
Arvind Shrivastava said on
Thursday.

The Government noti-
fied the GST Council on
Thursday that the list of des-
ignated banks and agencies
that attract IGST exemp-
tions on gold and precious
metal imports has not been
extended beyond March
31, 2026, Shrivastava said.
This is done to ensure par-
ity of taxes imposed on gold
and other precious metal
imports through other
routes, including bullion.

Gold, silver & platinum
imports attract a 3 per cent
IGST, but before April 1,
2026, the tax was exempt
when the precious metals

were imported by banks &
nominated agencies - a list
of which is notified by the
Government periodically.
That list was not not-
fied on April 1 this year as
gold, silver and precious
metal imports, which led
to forex outgo, became a
concern for the Govern-
ment. India is the world’s
second-biggest gold con-
sumer after China and gold
imports are driven by the
jewellery industry demand.
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Air India
tickets to get
dearer due to
fuel surcharge

ARSHAD KHAN i@ Mew Delhi

Air India and Air India Ex-
press have revised their fuel
surcharge across domestic
and select international
routes, The revised fuel sur
charge, ranging between 2400
and TH0.855 in current rupes
value will be reflected in the
fare applicable to new book:
ings made from 0000 Hrs ST
omn October Sfor Air India Ex:
press, and from 1100 hrs IST
omn October 8 for Adr India.
Air India attributed the
move toasharp surge in avia-
tion turbine fuel (ATF) prices.
triggered by geopolitical de-
velopments in the Middle
East/West Asia. The fresh
move comes days after IndiGo
reintroduced fuel surcharge
on domestic and overseas
flights from October 6, 2026.
IndiGo's surcharge ranges
from T375 to T10,000, depend-
ing on route and sector
Joining the two major air-
lines, Akasa Air also intro-
duces fuel surcharge on do-
mestic routes and revised
existing fuel surcharge on in-
ternational routes, effective
0001 hrs on October 9, 2026 on-
wards. Alasa’s fuel surcharge
ranges from T375 to T2,500.
For domestic flights, Air
India and Air India Express
will charge a fuel surcharge
of T400 for routes less than
500 km, T600 for routes be-
tween 501 and 1,000 kom, 2850
for routes between 1,001 and
1.500 kom, 1,200 for routes be.
tween 1,501 and 2,000 lon and
71,200 for routes above 2,000
km. For overseas flights, Air
India and Air India Express
will charge a fuel surcharge
of $55 for West AsiasMiddle
East, $135 for Europe inclhud-
ing the UK, 8210 for Anstralia
and 8215 for North America.
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Abad-bound IndiGo
flight hit by lightning

Lucknow: An IndiGo flight
from Patnato Ahmedabad via
Lucknow was struck by light-
ning while approaching
Chaudhary Charan Singh In-
ternational Airport on Wed-
nesday, damaging the air-
craft's nose.

The pilots landed the pla-
ne safely in Lucknow, and all
104 passengers and six crew
members escaped unhurt, re-
ports Arvind Chauhan.

The IndiGo flight 6E925
landed at Lucknow at 4.04 pm,
around eight minutes ahead
of its scheduled arrival time
of 412 pm.

Alrport sources said the
damage was detected only af-
ter the Alrbus A320-251N (VT-
IQ7Z) had vacated the runway

£ —

Lightning damaged the flight's
nose; all 104 passengers and &6
crew members were safe

and parked at its designated
bay.

pContinued on P 10

‘Passengers disembarked normally’

pContinued from P1

the pilots were unaware of the
extent of thedamage cansed by
the lighining strike.

They reported the incident to Air
Traffic Control (ATC) as a precan-
tion, as it was not immediately clear
whether the aireraft had sustained
any simificant damage during the
flight,” a source familiar with the
matter said.

The visibledamage was limited to
the aircraft's nose radome, which
houses the weather radar

Officials said commercial air-
craft are desipned to withstand light-
ning strikes safely, but every such in-

\ s por preliminary information,

cident is followed by a detailed tech-
nical inspection.

Following post-flight checks, the
afreraft was grounded and the Direc-
torate Ceneral of Civil Aviation
(DCGCA) was informed in accordance
with standard operating procedures.
It will remain in Locknow until re-
pairs are completed and the manda-
tory DGCA clearance is obtained be-
fore being cleared to resume oper-
ations.

Passengers travelling onwards to
Ahmedabad were accommodated on
an alternative flight arranged by the
airline.

Officials said passengers disem-
barked normally after theaiveraftre-
ached its designated bay.
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This Diwali, flying from Hyd
costs more than going abroad

Baski@timesofindi T p = -

i =" | AIRFARES DURING @?t isshockingto | 600 special trains
Hyderabad: Flying home see domestic =
it Diwatssoud st Hods. | DIWALL FROM HYD irets costingover | 10 festive season
rabad than 5 = B ith the festive travel
ey | Defutia R |owing | TSNOTIOOra | \f\fineretie e
airfares surging neady a e 5 Liickron:. Einics South Central Railway (SCR)
month ahead of the festival, Jaipur 78,000 721,000 has deployed several special
tickets to Singapore, Malay- Wh? ha""? to P'a""-’-i trains connecting Telangana
slaand Bangkok are now che- Patna iS00 | 722000 during Diwali have with destinations across
aper than fares to several In- Chandigarh | #8500 |z22000  little choice butto north, south, eastand west
dian cities. pay the inflated fares India. Around 600 special

A one-way ticket from Hy- Kolkata 500 | 719,000 trains are being operated for

—Saurav Sinha | m p d
Patna 18 touhine vismosor |« OMRRER| SO SR oo, wewin The Chartapati fizat -
£ -

the Diwall period, against the Nizamuddin special (07021)
regular fare of around 79,000 had 608 vacant berths on Oct
Fares to Jaipur have climbed 19and 632 on Oct 26. The
to nearly ¥21,000 from about Charlapalli-Tiruvannamalai
78,000. special had 257 vacant berths

In comparison, interna- on Oct 13, with availability
tional flights to Singapore, rising to 656 on Oct 20 and 701

Malaysia and Bangkok are
avallable for around ¥15,000-
718,000, making them up to

el

onOct2T. w

7,000 cheaper than several picksup Asimilartrend was le tokeep pace with the surge Passengers said the fares
domestic destinations. witnessed during Dasara, In demand. There is a clear had become unaffordable. “It

The spike has been repor-  When domestic airfares from  mismatch between supply s shocKing to see domestic
ted on several other domestic  Hyderabad remained unusu-  and demand. Most peopletra-  tickets costing over 15,000~
routes, including Kolkata, allyhigh. vel to their hometowns du- 217,000 for 4 one-way journey

Guwahatl, Lucknow, Bhopal
and Indore, with fares on so-
me sectors nearly doubling
from normal levels.

Travel agents attributed
the surge to limited flight av-
ailability amid uncertainty
in the Middle East.

ring the festival, and flights
are filling up rapidly With 1i-
mited seats, faresare natural-
ly shooting up,™ said Abdul

to Lucknow. At these prices,
travelling abroad is actually
cheaper. Families who have
to travel during Diwali have

With Diwali still weeks “With airflines operating Majeed Faheem of the Travel  little choice but to pay the in-
away, travel agents expect fa-  fewer flights on several sec- Agents Federation of India fated fares,” said Saurav Sin-
res to rise further as demand  tors, availableseatsare unab- (Telanganaand AP Chapter).  ha, atechie from Madhapur
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Booms, flight disruptions in Riyadh
as Saudi-Houthi war escalates

Witnesses Report Al Express, IndiGo
Smoke From Plane; cancel Riyadh
Kindergarten, Med flights; India
Complex Hit: Saudi issues advisory
Riyvadh: Yemen's Iran-aligned Ir India Express has can-

Houthis escalated their cam-
palgn of strikes against Saudi
Arabia Thursday, trying to
shut down the Kingdom's air-
space and oil facilities with
missile fire that has killed

Avﬁeagm.hshnus amuﬂrﬁgﬁerﬁmmatvmmngmumps in Taiz

celled its Rivadh flights
scheduled till Oct 10, wh-
e IndiGohascancelled flights
to and from the Saudi capital
till Oct 9, amid Houthi attacks
on Rivadh and Abha alrports

three people this weell. Wednesday and Thursday
Rivadh it o wine  SYria mulls helping Saudis in Yemenwar | 7 "ty sreceon
se5 saw smoke billowing froma yria may deploy troops to help Saudi Arabia fight Yemen's Houthis, and an IndiGo flight from Hy-

plane, and it war ned workers to
stay away from energy plants.
Saudi officials said debris from

a Us official and a Syrian defence official said. The possible entry
of Syrian forces into the battle, an overspill of the US-Iran conflict, sho-
ws how Yemen's reignited civil war has added new chaos to a region

derabad bound for Riyadh we-
re diverted. Air India flight
Al2243, which departed at

an intercepted missllehadhita already aflame, and risks drawing regional states into gruelling 2.40pm, turned back over the
kindergarten and medical co-  mountain fighting. The officials said Syria was carefully considering Arablan Sea and returned to
mplex. Lufthansaand AirIndia  military support, including the option of defensive aid to protect Saudi - Delhi. IndiGo flisht 6E93,
sald they were suspending fliz-  Arabia from attacks or deployment in an offensive capacity to help which departed at 1.40pm, was

hts to Rivadh after attacks.

The Houthis say they are
targeting the Kingdom over its
support for povt forces in Ye-
men'sreignited civil war Saudi
Arabia says it Is backing an of-
fensive by Yemen's UN-recog-
nised govt to take back territo-
£y from the Houthis.

The Kingdom has pushed
for support from allied nations,
including Turkive and Pakis-
tan, even if only in a loglstical
or defensive capacity. Those re-
quests have taken on more wr-
pency since Saudi authorities
said Wednesday that three peo-
ple had been killed this week in
strikes on Riyvadh airport and
Abha airport in southwest.

The Houthis have made
Saudi alrports a focus of thelr
strikes, and the Saudi-led coali-
tion fighting in Yemen said it

Saudi-backed Yemeni troops take the fight to the Houthis. reuTes

had destroyed twoballistic mis-
siles launched by the group to-
wards Rivadh and another to-
wards Khamis Mushayt, home
toa major airbase.

A thick black column of
smoke and flames were shown
rising from Riyadh airpoct in
video verified by Reuters. A
witness and three people brie-
fed on the matter said a com-
mercial plane had caught fire
and wasthe causeof the smoke.

According to data compiled
by aviation analytics company
Cirium, almost 50% of depar-
tures from Rivadh airport had
been cancelled by 1500 GMT,
‘with 31 more cancellations ex-
pected for Friday in all Saudi
airports. There was no immedi-
ate confirmation from Saudi

authorities on the Houthi cla-
ims of ballistic missile attacks
onRiyadhairport.

Saudi authorities said de-
bris from an intercepted Hout-
hi missile had landed in Riy-
adh, causing damage to a Kin-
dergarten and a medical clinic
complex, state media reported.
Several multinational firms
based in Riyadh's King Abdul-
lah Financial District told staff
to work from home after loud
booms were heard Thursday
morning, five people familiar
with the matter said. Some di-
plomats said they had received
warnings, and some schools in
Riyadh told parents there were
orders to shelter in place, tho-
ugh authorities did not issue a
publicalert. reuTerRs

diverted to Dammam.

Alr India Express cancel-
led 10 flights to Rivadh from
Bengaluru, Cochin, Kannur
and Kozhikode scheduled over
the next 48 hours. “Affected gu-
ests are being offered compli-
mentary rescheduling or a full
refundoncancellation,” an Alr
India Express spokesperson
said. IndiGo said it had cancel-
led all flights to and from Riy-
adh till Oct 9 and was co
ntacting affected passengersto
offer complimentary resche-
duling or a full refund via Indi-
Go Plan B. It advised passeng-
ers to check their flight status
before leaving for the airport.

Meanwhile, the Indian Em-
bassy in Riyadh advised India-
ns in Saudi to remain vigilant
and follow instructions issued
bylocal authorities. e
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Air India group
and Akasa hike
fuel surcharge

Times News Nerwork

New Delhl: After IndiGo, Air
India, Alr India Express and
Akasa have also hiked fuel sur-
charpe due to spiralling price
of aviation turbine fuel (ATF/
Jet fuel) and falling rupee,
which s acting as a double
whammy at a time when air
traffic is also beginning to de-
cline as higher fares are seeing
price-sensitive domestic tra-
vellers shift to other modes of
transport. Flying will et even
more expensive this festive sea-
son. Alr India group's new dis-
tance-based surcharge for do-
mestic flights now ranges bet-
ween Rs 400 (upto 500 km) and
Rs 1,200 (over 2,000 Kkm). The
surcharge on international
flights now ranges between
855 (West Asia) and 8215
(North America).

“Thelatest iIncrease infuel
prices has further elevated
operating costs for aidines,
with fuel continuing to acco-
unt for a substantial propor-
tion of overall airline expen-
diture,” AirIndiasaid inasta-
tement. Akasa's earlier fuel
surcharge was in the range of
Rs199 and Rs 1,300. This range
will now be between Rs 375
and Rs2,500.
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After IndiGo, Air India & Akasaraise
fuel surcharge ahead of festive rush

SHEKHAR SINGH

THIHUNE SEWSSENVE L nghtstu Rl}g‘adh
NEW DELHI, 0CTOBER B g
Airtravellersare set topaymore CﬂﬂﬂE“Ed tl“ Oct 10
for fliphts just asthe festive tmv- " .
el e S A amid Houthi attacks
Air India, Air India Fxpressand Air India Express, Air India
Algsa Air joinmg [ndilGoin rmis- and Akasa Air have cancelled
ing o introducing fuel sur- flights to Rivadh till October
charpesamid asustained ise in 10 amid disruptions due to
aviation turbine fiel (ATF) attacks at the airport,
prices and continuing peopoliti- IndiGo has cancelled its
cal tensions in the Guif resion, Rivadh flights till Qctober 9.
With the festive season rovind Saudi's two aimports in
the comer and demand forair  Akasa Air intmduced a sur-  abowve 1,500 km. Fliphts cover- | Rivadh and Abha came under
travel expected to picke up. the  charpe ondomestic flipghtsand  ing 1001-1, 500 kmwill attracta | attack, reportedly by Houthi
higher fuel component could  revisedits exdsting chargeson Rs 850 sucharge, while the | militants. Air India Express
add to passenpers’ travel bills, intemational routes, The new  charge for 1501-2000 kkm will | andAdr India fights en mouteto
particularby onlongerdomestic charges will apply to bookings  be Rs 1200, Rrvadh returned on Thursday,
and mternational sectors, made from October 9, On international mutes, the | sources said. Air India Express
Air India and Air India For Air India and Air India  revised surcharge will be 8215 | operates 16 weekly fliphts to
Express on Thursday  Express, the revised domestic  for North America, 3210 for | Rivadh from four Indian cities
announced revised fuel sur-  surcharge will range from Bs Austmalia, 5135 for Eumope, | — Bengahuni, Kochi, Kannur
charges ondomesticand select 400 on flights covenng up to  including the UK and 355 for | and Kozhikode.
intemational routes, while 500 kmto Bs 1,200 on sectors West Asia, applicable one-sway.
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