AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE: HTHNI

CHENMNAT

g QCTOBER 2025

Bird hit suspected in Air India
flight from Chennai to Colombo

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

An Air India flight from
Chennai to Colombo in Sri
Lanka had a suspected a
bird hit on Tuesday. After a
check and clearance at Co-
lombo, the airline operat-
ed the same aircraft from
Colombo to Chennai.

Flight Al 273, carrying
nearly 150 passengers, de-
parted the Chennai airport
around 12.55 a.m. and
landed in Colombo at 1.55
a.m. As the crew suspected
a bird strike, the engineers
examined the aircraft in
Colombo but found no
damage, and the airline de-
cided to operate the same
aircraft for the return trip.

The flight, carrying 153
passengers, departed from
Colombo around 3 a.m.
and landed in Chennai
around 4.30 a.m. After its
arrival, engineers at the
Chennai airport found that
the engine blade had been
damaged. The aircraft has
now been grounded.

In a statement, Air India
said that on October 7, the

Investigation on: After the flight arrived from Colombo, engineers
at the Chennai airport found that the engine blade had been
damaged, and the aircraft was grounded. FILE PHOTO

flight crew of AI273 operat-
ing from Chennai to Co-
lombo, reported a suspect-
ed bird strike. After
landing in Colombo, the
engineers who inspected
the aircraft found no dam-
age, and the aircraft was
cleared for operation. Af-
ter damage was detected in
Chennai, the flight was
grounded for further in-
spections and to ascertain
the cause of the damage At
Air India, the safety of pas-
sengers and crew remains

our top priority, the state-
ment added.

Officials of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
said they carried out a run-
way inspection at Chennai
to check if there was any
bird carcass but did not
find anything.

“Since the carcass has
not been found yet, we are
calling it a suspected bird
hit. Further investigations
will reveal more details re-
garding the incident,” an
official added.
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‘Navi Mumbai airport, a glimpse of developed India’

ECONOMIC ENGINE. The airport will establish Mumbai Metrnpolltan Region as Asia’s Iargesl: connectivity hub: Prime Minister

—
Cur Burcau
Murnbal

The Navi Mumbai sirport
will play an important role in
establishing Mumbai Metro-
politan Region as the largest
connectivity hub of Asia,
Prime Marendra Modi said at
its inauELration on
Wednesday.

Calling the Novl Mumbai
pirport a glimpse of de-
veloped India, Modi said it
will connect Maharashtra's
farmers (o supermarkets in
Europe and West Asia and
enable exports of fruits and
fish,

SECOND AIRPORT
The inauguration ends
Mumbai'y decade-long wait
fior the second airport bring-
ing the city at par with global
metropolises such as Lon-
don and New York which
have two or more airports.
Along with the Navi Mum-
bai airpart launch, Modi also
fagged off the final phase of
Mumbai Metra's third line,
creating the largest under-
ground rail network in India.
An  integrated common

mability app offering single
rlcl.'cﬂng option across vari-
s services was launched on
the occagion.

Modi, who presided over
the pground-breaking cere-
mony of the Navi Mumbai
girport in 2018, said his gov-
ernment was committed to
building new airports and
making air travel accessible
toall.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
Emphasising that the con
struction of new airports and
the Udan {Ude Deshka Aam
Naggrik) Scheme  have
provided convenience to cit-
izens, the Prime Minister
highlighted that India had
now  become the world's
third largest domestic avi-
ation market.

He added that Indian air-
lines were expanding con-
tinucasly, creating job op-
portunities in the aviation
secLor.

He also said the govern-
ment plans to make India an
aviation hub by the end of
the decade. He emphasised

that empowering the poor
and middle class is a national
priority.

WORLD-CLASS GATEWAY. Prime Minister Marendra Modi, Maharashtra Governor
Acharya Dewyrat, Unian Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Maidu Kingarapu, CM Devendra Fadnavis

and Deputy CM Ajit Pawar during a walkthrough before the inauguration of the Mavl Mumbal alrport &

The Prime Minister high-
lighted that recent next-gen-
eration reforms in Goods
and Services Tax (GST) had
made several g-uu:\-ds more af-
fordable, further enhancing
the purchasing power of the

le.
Pe%l:tlng market data, he
noted that this Navratr sea-

son broke mult-vear sales
records, with a record num-
ber of people purchasing
scpoters, bikes, televisions,
refrigerators and  washing
machines,

In his speech, Maha-
rashtra Chiel Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis highlighted
the efforts of the Prime Min-

ister in fast-tracking the Navi
Mumbai airport project. He
also said the airport will add
one per cent to the State’s

gross  domestic  product
[GDP).
SPIRIT OF NEW BHARAT

The Navi Mumbai airport is
being developed as a public

Em'au partnership project
ctween the Adani Group

and the City and Industrial
Development  Corporation.
In the first phase, it will have
one terminal and a single
runway with a capacity to
hamdle 20 million passengers
per year.,

Reflecting on its develop-
ment, Adanl Group Chair-
man Gautam Adani said the
company carried a dream to
create a world-class gateway
reflecting India’s ambition
and Mumbai's energy.

WORLD RECORD
“In less than 50 months, with
an imvestment of T20,000
crore, India®s largest green-
field aviation project stands
ready — built in a world re-
cord time. This is 4 testa-
ment o speed, scale and the
spiritof a new Bharat,” Adani
wrote in a LinkedIn post.
“By easing congestion in
Mumbai and serving as a new
economic engine, it will cre-
ate a ripple effect of prosper-
ity that empowers com
munities across the region,
mmﬂhunnﬁ 0 oUr journey
towards a 810 trillion eco-
nomy," Adani wrote,
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PM sets Maha in motion
with 31K crinfrablitz

PRACH] PISAL
Pohurmisal 8 Cuchidher

Prime Minister Marendr Modi on
Veednesday lusnched infstruciupe
projects worth 30,850 crore during
‘hisrwo-dary visk o Maharsshir, The
highlights: The fimst phase af the
ra a0 crore Ml Mumbal Inderna
thonal Abrport (NMIA) and ihe
second phase of the T13300 crore
Mumbal Metro Line 3.

Itl'l'l..ll.l.l.nﬂ:ll.l.ﬂ.t!p-nl‘l.l Adigizal
lovhos” to take:

India’s firsr fully digitised alrport,
MWMLA s bean designed for muahid-
modal compecrivity and developed
under a pubhlic-private parinership
moidks] between Adand Alrpon Hold-
Ings (74 per cenih and Clay & Indus
trial Development Corparmtion of
Maharastitm (26 per centi Spread
over 2B66 acres, the alrpon will be
fouil in four phases ar & ol oost of
£2 4 bilbon and isexpected mibe fully
operatnnal by oz,

The first terminal will handle 2o
million passengers annually, event-
ually scaling o G0 million passen
gers and -3 mulllion tonnes of cargo
Imitimlly, FRMIA will funoion wich
ane runway and ane ierminal, later
expand ing bo fourmunways, mhipie
terminak, and 8 dedicaed canga hub
{or perishables and expres ship-
MENTS.

Mot said the airport will nem the
Mombai region (ot “Asla’s largest
commecaiviny hub®, helping farme s,
small businesses, and exporiess
access ghobal marksis. Civil Aviadion
Minister K Eam Moban Maddo sald
WMiLA will ease congestlon &t e
eximing Mumbail airport. trebling
passenger capacity and making
Murnbai the first Indfian ciry wizh o
intemation:] a A

Gimutam Adant described the air
port as ~a lorus, a gatewsy oo Indlas
fimuare”. He called it a landmark in
infrastrucrure and nation-ballding.
completed in ander 56 moaths with
Thaobo crore. Mabamshira Chief
Minister (O} Devendm Fadnavis
sald the project could bocm the
smate's GOF by 1 per cent and will be
b ooumntry's first alrport conmected
oy water ta,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets Adani groop Chadrmen Gautm
Adan| during the inaugurmson ceremomy of the Navi Muambal

Internatinmnel Alrpartan Wednssday

TS AT

GCENDUA AIMSE TD BECOME A WL NMIA IS A TESTAMENT TO

GLOBAL MAINTEMANCE,
RERAIR, AND OPERATHOMS
HUB BY DECADE'S EMDM
hariida ked

brrm Fmibe

Aqua Line Sowth Mumbal's

mew lifeline

The T35270 crore Agua Line spars
3.5 kdometres from Cuffe Pamde to
Aarey wizh 27 stations, expecied o
serve L3 mullom passengers dally.
Phisse 39, from Achsnyn Atre Chowk
10 Cuffe Famde, s now opemtioosl.
Modi called it "5 major sep for
Mumbai's infrmstructure”. Depury
CM AdR Pawar sadd the linswill dras
tically cur traved time berwesn Sonty
Mumbal and the sisburbe. connect-
Img key business disitics |He Gir
gaon ard Kalbadevi

vadhvan Pori, offshore

L mexs
Fodnmvis sald Meharshtra’s oest
push includes the TPea oo

MDA S VISIONARY LEADERSHIP
AND THE POWER OF PUBLIC-

Yadbwvan Port and India’s fisst off-
shore airport. The stace plans 1o
develop a "fourch Mumbal® o the
regian o anchor long-terns growth.
Expanding aviation,

umified

Modi noted that Indla aims o
fbevomea global mainfenance, repair,
and opermtions tob by decade’s end.
Sine= 1054, the number of airpons
has prown from 74 w0 050, and Ude
Dish ka Asm Maszrik now lnks iy
abrparis through s28 rovies. He also
bamched the Mumbal ONE App,
Inadin's firsi teviegrated mobillicy plat-
form connecting  subwrban - mil,
Metre, mosorsdl, and multiple bus
operains actoss Mumal Metropoli-
amn Region
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PM Modi Bats for Swadeshi Products to Empower India

Krishna Kumar

Mumbai: Prime Minlster Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday urged all
Indians to buy swadeshi products
He sald i we sdopt swadeshi, then
the country will become powerful
“I am exhorting you (o ndopl more
swadeshi products;  overvone
should proudly say, ‘1 am proud o
zay this is swadeshi’ This should be
the chant of every market, of every
home; the clothes and the shoes you
buy should be swadeshi. Evervone
should buy swadeshi products; if
people want to give a gift to some-

one, then It should be swadeshi
Imagine If the entire country
ndoptsswadeshil; then how much In-
dia becomes powerful.” said Modi.
He made these remarks in Mum-
bai after inaugurating the phase 1
of the Mavi Mumbal International
Alrport (NMIA), and the final
phase of Mumbal Mestro Line3.
The prime minister sawud that the
Navi Mumbai airport would ercate
more employment. The PMempha-
sised Mumbai has always been the
eountry sfinancial capital and a vi-
brant metropolis, making it a tor-
get for terror sirikes. He then asked
the Congress party to tell the na-

tion who prevented In-
dia’s military response

after the 26/11 Mumbal [

terror attacks linked to
Pakistan and accused
the Congress-led UPA
govermment (2004-14) of
weakening  the Ffght
against terrorism whon
in power, because of
which the couniry has
paid a heavy price

In controst, the PM
malntained, today s In-
dia gives a befitting re-
spanse to terror atiacks
and strikes by entering

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Gautam Adani at
thie inavguration of Navi Mumbai International Alrport

inskde the home of ene-
mies, “A Congress lemder,
who has also besn Union
home minister, has said
that a countrv prevented
Indin's military retaliation
post-26/11 Mumbal terror
attncks in 2008. The entire
country wanted o military
response. The party should
clarify”

He added.” It is becanse of
this feature of the city that
terrorists targeted it in
2008, 1If atop Congress lead-
er, who has been a Union
minister, i to be believed,

the then UPA gover niment buckled
under pressure of a foreign coun-
try ngninst attacking Pakistan
even though our defence forces
were ready and the mood of the na-
tion was to strike (the neighbour-
Ingcountey),” sald the PM

He was referring to former Unlon
home minister P Chidambaram’s
remarks that he personally fa-
voured military  retribution
against Pakistan following the at-
tacks, but the UPA government de
cidod to go by the foreign minis.
try's view to resort to diplomatic
sieps against Islamabad. Chidam-
baram noted world powers, includ-

ing the US, wanted Indla {0 noi
start o war with Pakistan

The prime minister asked the
Congress to tell the nation who
prevented India’s military re-
sponseafter the 26011 Mumbai ter-
roratticks linked to Pakistan and
nccused the party of weakening
the fight against terrorism when
in power, Modi said, “The Can
gress has totell the nation whode
cided noft fo act against Pakistan
and under pressure from which
foreign powers. The Congress had
falled take into account the feel
ings of Mumbaikars and the
couniry”
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® NAVIMUMBAI INTERNM’IONALAI RPORT OPENS -

Prime Ministar
Harendra Modi
interacts with
specially abled
children and visits
the Magic of
bilities stall at the
Hawi Mumbai
international
Airpart on
Wednesday.
Inaugurating the
a'rpnrt. the Prime
Ministersaid the
project as well as
the new Muembai
Metra line reflect
the much-
chershed goal of
Wiksit Bharat ™

B REPOATOM PAGE 2
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Prime Minister Narendra Modiinaugurating Phase 1 of the Mavi Mumbai international Airport on

= - -

wednesday. "For us, every penny spent on infrastructure is the medium of providing Eacilities
and enhancing capabilities of the citzens" the Prime Ministar said i

PM opens Mumbai airport,
says it reflects Viksit Bharat

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE
Mumbal, October 8

ASIERTING THAT
"HATIOMAL policy™ is the
foundaton of his govern-
ment spalitics, Prime Minister
Marendra Modi on Wednesday
makss Hllrﬂt!l'l two I'I.'II.'KJ. ||1I!'r;|
projects in Mumbai — Phase 1
of Navi Mumbai [ntemational
Alrport and Phace 2B of the
||ru.1|:‘|1;r|:|.|.||.|:| Metm Ling-3
[rescribing the projects as
those that reflect the "much
cherished poal of Viksit
Bharat”, the Prime Minister
underscored theirpotential to
play a significant role in
grnwﬂt_ |‘|r\rr|rpmrr|! and
employment generation. Modi
also tooka dig at the Opposi-
tion, saying their previous
1M'|.'A.}Enw.-rnrnrm i Maka-

rashira had stalled sudh pro-
|ects for politicl galn

“ Hurn g sansa ke ron metn
pale-Docdhe hain fohan rash-
bramiti i rainit ba adhar hai
{We have been groomed in &
culture whem national policy
forms the foundation of pali-
tics);! Modi said. " For ws, every
penny spent on infrastructone
15 the medium of providing
facilities and enhandng capa-
bilities of the ctizens” bhe said

"Buton the otherside,them
hasbesna politheal stream that
kept the benefits of politics
abeove the facllitles o people.
Theseam the people who oreate
hurdles in developmental
Wi rk,ind.ulgv inscamsand cor
ruption, and derail the devel
opment projects. The country
has suffered for decades” the

Prime 8 muster sasd,

"The metro line that has
been unched today is also a
remimder of theirdeeds, | was
part of this project’s founda-
tion laying ceremony and then
Itralsedhopes of Takhsof fam -
iliesin Mumbai that now their
troubles will be reduced. But,
then the povernment that
came for some time (MVAL
stopped the work, They got
into power but they wasted
thousands of crores af the
country's wealth,” Modi said

Modl recalled Mumbais
tryst with terrorism and tar
geted the then Congress-led
UPA Govermment for its
*weak® response to  the
Movember 1008 attacks amd
pointed to this year's Opera-
tion Sindoor as an r;|'..'|||.1|'.||1- of
his administration’s “befit-

timg" reply,
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Thinking how to reach new airport?

FPJ has got you covered from all sides

he first flight from
I the Navi Mumbai
International

Ajrport (NMIA) is
expected to take-of f
after around 45-60 days
of inaug uration,
probably December,
depending upon the
completion of mobilising
the security agencies.
Once operational, flyers
from across the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region can
travel to the airport via
various land routes
before the metro train
and water taxi services
commence. The Free
Press Journal helps you
navigate the route to
reach the airportfrom
Murnbai, Thane, Palghar,
Raigad and surrounding

areas.

From South Mumbai
Caolaba — Shahid Bhagat Singh
Road —P D'Mello Road —
Eastemn Freeway — Atal Setu
— INPT Road — Uran Road

— NMIA

From eastern suburhs
Mulund — Mulund-Goregaon
Link Road — Mulund-Airali

Road — Thane-Belapur Road

— Satara Highway — NMLA

From Thane
Thane — Airoli — Belapur Rd —
Satara Highway — NMIA

~ (Airoli, Digha, Nerul)

From northern/western suburbhs
Andheri — Ghatkopar Link Road — Eastern
Express Highway — Mankhurd Link Read —
Vashi Creek Bridge — Satara Highway-NMIA

From Navi Mumbai

Palm Beach Road — Belapur — Ulwe — NMIA

From Raigad

Sion-Panvel Highway — Uran Phata
— AamraMarg — NMIA

From Kalyan, Dombivli,
Ambernath and Badlapur
Shilphata-Mahape Road — Thane-Belapur Road
— Satara Highway — NMLA

Text: Raina Assainar & Dhairya Gajara
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Now, name game for city airport

FP.J News Service
MUMBS |

With the state government
deciding to name the Navi
Mumbai International Airport
after late local leader DB Patil,
there is a demand to rename
the domestic terminal of the
Mumbai airport after freedom
fighter Joseph Baptista, a
member of the East Indian
community, one of the original
Inhabitants of the citv

The East Indians have
pointed out parallels in the
story behind the acquisition of
land for the two airports. The
Navi Mumbai airport wascon-
structed on land acquired
from Agris, Kolis, and other
castes. Similarly, the Mumbai
airport was built on farmland
belonging to East Indians who

are oconverts to Roman
Catholicism from the same
castes.

Baptista, popularly known
as Kaka Baptista, an associate
of Lokmanya Tilak, served as
the city’s mavor and as a law-
yer in the Bombay High
Court. Vicky Misquitta, of
Mobai Gaothan Panchayats
W um bai East Indian
Bhumiputra Rights project,
said by renaming one of the
two terminals of the airport
after Baptista, the govern-
ment can pay a fitting tribute
to an unsung hero and
acknowledge the contribu-
tions of the East Indian com-
munity to the city’s develop-
ment, including giving up
their ancestral land for the
airport and the University of
Mumbais Kalina campus.

“The East Indian commu-
nity has a rich history, and
their ancestral lands, includ-
ing those at the Mumbai air-
port, are a testament to their
significant contributions to
the city as indigenous people
of the city. The 712 extracts
serve as proof of their owner-
ship and connection to the
land,” said Misquitta.

Alphi DSouza, MGP chief,
whose family once owned
land where the Mumbai air-
port was built, said they com-
mended the Mavi Mumbai
Agri community’s efforts to
name the Navi Mumbai air-
port after late DB Fatil and
urged the authorities to con-
sider the immense value Kaka
Baptista brought to the
nation’s struggle for indepen-
dence,
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‘NMIA set to make
Mumbai one of Asia’s
biggest aviation hubs’

Navi Mumbai International Airport will connect Maharashtra farmers to

supermarkets in Europe, Middle East; reduce export costs for SMEs: PM

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBALI

rime Minister Na-
l’rendra Modi on
Wednesday inaug-

urated the first phase of
the Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMIA) and
said the airport would play
a major role in establishing
the region as one of Asia’s
largest connectivity hubs.

He also remarked that
the new airport would con-
nect Maharashtra’s farm-
ers to supermarkets in Eu-
rope and the Middle East,
enabling fresh produce,
fruits, vegetables, and fish-
ery products to reach glo-
bal markets swiftly.

He noted that the air-
port would reduce export
costs for nearby small and
medium industries, boost
investment, and lead to the
establishment of new en-
terprises. The greenfield
NMIA is built at a cost of
about ¥19,650 crore.

It is expected to become

Setting in motion: PM Narendra Modi inaugurating phase one

of the Navi Mumbai International Airport on Wednesday. Arp

operational in December
this year. As the second in-
ternational airport for the
Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gion, NMIA will work in
tandem with Mumbai’s
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj International Airport
(CSMIA) to ease congestion
and elevate Mumbai to the
league of global multi-air-
port systems. To be run by
the Adani Group, the air-
port will handle 90 million
passengers annually and
3.25 million metric tonnes
of cargo. Among its unique

offerings is an Automated
People Mover (APM), a
transit system planned to
connect all four passenger
terminals, as well as a land-
side APM linking the city-
side infrastructure.

The airport will feature
a dedicated storage for Sus-
tainable Aviation Fuel, so-
lar power generation of ap-
proximately 47 MW, and
EV bus services.

NMIA will also be the
first airport in the country
to be connected by water
taxis.
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Adani taps SBI, Temasek,

others for

Airport entity in talks
to raise 330,000 crore
for Terminal-2
opening in 2029

Bbhishek Law &
Wehal Challawala

i s ke By e i o vl i

NEW DELHIAMUNMEAIL The Adani
Group s in ks with State Bank
i India (SBL), HDEC Bank, Sing-
ipore’s Temasek Holdings and
lapan’s Mitsubishi UFI Finan-
sl Group and Mizuho Finandal
Sroup o rakse 230,000 erore for
the second terminal of jts Navi
Mumbal International Alrport
IWMILA), two people aware of the
Jevelopment said.

Prime Minlster Norendrs
Viodi inaugurated NMIA'S first
erminal om Wednesdoy, with
‘he second terminal expected o
weleome fivers four years from
mow, The fundraising effort by
Adani Ajrport Holdings Lid
'AAHL), & unit of the Ahmoda-
sad-bosed conglomerate, comes
sven a5 the group's brand-new
irpart is yet to see its first com-
mercial light.

AAHL will raise mainly debe,
with some equity infusion by the
promoters, the people cited
thowve said on the condition of
monyimity. Abowt T0,000 crome
‘312 billion) is expected 1o be
ocked In within the next six
monihs and the remainder in the

Terminal 1 of Novil Mumbal Alrport was bulli at o cost of $19,464 er
—mastly debt—and can andle 20 mn passcngers perannum, — #0

nexl 12-18 months,

“Its debe. and mostly a mix of
Indian omd Japanese banks, that
we are looking at, apart from
equity infusion by promoters.
Details are being [inalized
depending on how the revenue
streams come into play post-op-
erationalzation of Navi Mumbal
airport,” the person sadd,

The Adant Group, 5B, HDFC
Bank, MUFG and Mizuho did not
respond to reguests for com-
mienL Temasek declined 1o com-
ment.

The Adanl Group plansto Hst
AAHL. a subsidiary of group
Magship Adani Enterprises Lid,
I two to three years, [t operates
eight airports in Indla. including
the one in Navi Mumbai. The
conglomerate hopes to scguire
34 additional airports in the
next round of privatisation by
the Indian government, said a

third executive aware of the
group’s plans. Terminal 1 was
Iuslle an o cost of TV9,464 crore—
maostly financed by debt—and
cin handle 20 million passen-
geis per annum, Termilnal 2 s
estimated to cost 330,000 crore
and will be abde to handle 30 mil-
lion passengers per annum.

1t will b spread over an arda
of 400,000 s, m compared with
the 234,000 5q. m Terminal 1,
The sccond terminal is expected
o be opeerational by 2029, Once
all four erminals and two paral-
lel rumways are completed, the
airport will be ahle to handle 90
| passengors,

The Indian government is
expected to privatise about 1]
sizbe-run airparts in the next one
veur through public-private part-
nerships, according (o media
reports, SBl was part of the con-
sortium of banks that previously

NMIA terminal

lent to AAHL. The person cited
earlier said the Adanis are
mostly apping “the same set of
banks agwin,” without identify-
ing them.

I July 2025, AAHL was said
to be in advanced talls o secure
1 3150 miillion bilateral offshore
loan from MUFG. The Japancse
bank has previously provided
loans to other Adani units,
Mizuho Financial Group has
repertedly financed Adani umits
involved in ports and airports.

In March 2022, when the
financial closwre of the first ter-
minal of the Mavi Mumbai air-
port project was announced,
Adani Enterprises, the holding
company of the groug's alrports
business, said it had closed
2,770 crore (517 billion) with
SBl underwriting the entire
amowni.

Apart from SBI discussions
are under way with HDFC Bank.
The private sector bank has
recently been roped (n as one af
the [enders at o group level, the
second person added.

Advances by Indinn banks 1o
the Adanl Group have risen
sharply in the past two yearsat
the expense of international
banks and capital marke s With
21,36 kakh crore in long-term and
working capital borrowings,
domestic banks accounted {or
just under hall of the Adani
Group's debt as of 31 March
2025, This compares with 28%
Wi YEaTs agn,
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PM set to unveil airport,
other works in Mumbai

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will open the first
phase of the Navi Mumbai
International Airport and the
final phase of the Mumbai
Metro 3 during his two-day
visit to Mumbai, beginning on
Wednesday, a statement by the
Prime Minister's Office said on
Tuesday.

PM Modi will also launch
Mumbai One, a common
mobility app for 11 public trans-
port services.

PM Modi will also meet visit-

Narendra Modi

ing British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, who will be in India
on October 8-9 for his first offi-
cial visit to the country on
Thursday morning. After their
bilateral meeting, they will

attend the CEO Forum at Jio
World Center before heading to
the Global Fintech Fest where
they will deliver the keynote
addresses.

The PMO statement said that
PM Modi would arrive in Mum-
bai on Wednesday afternoon
and head for the inauguration
of the first phase of Navi Mum-
bai Intermational Airport,
India’s largest greenfield air-
port, built at a cost of ¥19,650
crore.

The second international air-
port for the Mumbai Metropoli-
tan Region, the new airport is

continued on 37

PM TO UNVEIL WORKS

designed to be among the
most efficient in the world,
spanning 1160 hectares. [t
will eventually handle 90 mil-
lion passengers annually and
3.25 million metric tonnes of
cargo.

The statement said Prime
Minister Modi will subse-
quently inaugurate the final
phase of Metro 3 (Cuffe Parade
to Worli), an underground
metro line built at a cost of
237,270 crore. He will also
launch “Mumbai One”, the
integrated everyday mobility
app for 11 public transport
operators across Metro, Mono-
rail, Suburban railways and
Bus PTOs.

These include Mumbai
Metro Line 2A & 7, Mumbai
Metro Line 3, Mumbai Metro
Line 1, Mumbai Monorail,
Navi Mumbai Metro, Mumbai
Suburban Railway, Brihan-
mumbai Electric Supply and
Transport (BEST), Thane
Municipal Transport, Mira
Bhayander Municipal Trans-
port, Kalyan Dombivali
Municipal Transport and
Navi Mumbai Municipal Trans-
port.

Besides, he will also inaugu-
rate the Short Term Employa-
bility Programme (STEP), an
initiative of the Maharashtra
government’s skills department
to offer emerging technology
courses to the youth through
400 industrial training insti-
tutes (ITIs) and 150 government
technical high schools spread
across the state.
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PM opens Navi Mumbai airport,
says reflects goal of Viksit Bharat

EXPRESSMNEWS SERVICE
MUMBA|.DCTOBERB

ASSERTING THAT "national pol-
icy" is the foundation of his
Government’s politics, Prime
Minister Marendra Mod:
Wednesday inaugurated [wo
mega infrastnd we projgcts in
Mumbai — Phase 1 of Nawi
Mumbai International Airport
andl Phase 2B of the under-
ground Metro Line- 3.
Deseribing the projects as
those that reflect the "much
cherished goal of Viksit Bharat”,
the Prime Minisier underscored
their potential to play a signifi-
cant role i growth. develop-
ment and employment genera-

an'bla Prime Ministor

Morerdrahoskar

PM Narendra Modi with (fromleft) Maharashira Governor
Acharya Devvrat. indusmiali st Gautam Adani & Cv Devendra
Fadnavis at the opening of Mavi Mumbai airport. REPORTS, P12

thon, Modi also took a dig at the
Oppostion, saying the previous
(MVA)  government  in
Maharashira had stalked such

projects for political gain,
“Hum un sanskaron mein
unle-Bunlle Rt particir resh Bt
CONTINUEDOMN PAGEZ

« PM opens Navi Mumbai airport, says reflects goal of Viksit Bharat

fud reipeeded ke ceetfvezr b We have
beengroomed ina clturewhene
nationa policy fomms the ounds-
tion of pofitics)," Modi said "For
LIS, EVErY penny spent on iniva-
structure is the medium of pro-
widing facilithes and enhancing ca-
pabilinies of the atiens™

“Buton theother side, hemeis
apaoktica streamthat haskept the
benefitsof politics.above facilities
for people. These are the people
who create hirdles in develop-
mentwoik, mdulpe inscamsand
corruption, and der develop-
ment progects, The country has
sufferisd for decades.” the Prime
Minister saic

"The Metro line, which has
been launchied today 15 also a fe-
minder of their deeds Ivwes partal
this project's foundation-Lying
ceremnony.and it had raised the
hopes of lakhs of families in
Murmbai that their roubleswoukd
now be reduced. But then, the
wovernmert that came lor some
lime [MVA), stopped the work.
They got into power but they
wiasted thousands of ¢ s of the
country's wealth,” he sad.

Modi recalled Mumbai'stryst
with termor am and targeied the
then Cormress-led LUPA govern-
ment for its “weak" response to

the Movernber 2008 artacks and
pointed o this year's Cperation
Sindoar as an ecample of his ad-
ministration’s "befiming rephy

He attributed the recent GST
reforms to the spurt in festival
spending, while calling on con
sumers to opl for “swadeshi®
products, and paid tnbute to
“Waharashtra's Lokneta™ D B Patil
by recalling his “dedicated serv-
ioe” v society and fmers,

On his two-day visit to
Mumbai, Modi also launched
M bt O A p, Bl s first in-
tegrated common mobility plat-
form, where comimusters can ac-
cess bus, metro, monoral and
suburban rail services in the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
[MMR) througha sngle icket

Earfier Wednesday, shoithy of -
terhisamival, the Prime Minister
took a virtual tour of the Navi
Mumbal International Alrport
[ WAL spread acmass 1,600 aces
and builtat acostol T 19,650 crame
withacurrent capacityof 20 mil-
lion passengers per anmum,
Flights wall become operational
from December with Adr India,
InckpoAiteesand Alasa Alr hay-
ingamady announced thes plans
tooperatefmom MMIA

Addressing a gathering at

MALA, Modisald the airport waill
play a major role in estabd shing
the region asAsia's one of Larpest
connectivity hub”, “Thisis not just
an airport. Through this airport,
farmiers in Maharshora will et
connected @ the global markers
inhe Middie Ext and Europe and
itwill alsoattract imestments and
new busineses,” hiesad

Starirg that the coumry had 74
airportsin 2004, and 160 now, the
Prirne Minister said Indian avia-
tion companies have placed or-
dersolover 1000 planesand that
will lead o jobcmation not only
for pilots, crew members and
ground gafl but al o in mainke-
nance, repairs and overhaul
[MRO] “The goal is to establich
Inclia as a major MEOD hubby the
end of this decade,” hesad.

“In2M4whenl becamePt, |
had said even those wearing
hewval chappals showdd be able to
Myinarplanes. Over the years air
travel has become alfordable oo
peope” he sid

Speaking about the Metrorail
network that connecs South
Pium bag with the suburbs, Modi
said with the completion of this
line, " a jourmey ol twoto two-and-
a-halhours will be reduced oD jus
w4 0minuies”,

The PM also referred to the
setbacks faced by the cty, saying
“the finandaleapital of thecoun-
try and one of its most vibrant
c Kieswastargeted by ierronstsin
2008 atacks, The then govern-
MWL N power sent a messageol
weakness and appeared o sur-
render bifo re terrorism,”

Asserting that his
Government has always given a
brefitting response Lo Emonsm s
wis cndentin Cperation Sndoar,
the PV refer red 10 3" recent reve-
Lation by a senior Onposition party
leader”, " Alterthe Mumbai iemor
strike_ the Armmy was ready toat-
tack Pakistan and the entire na-
ron supported such action. Bul
thie Govemimenl balid the mili-
Lary response due (o pressure
from a foreign country. The
Opposition party should clanfy
whainfluenced this decision that
undermined the sentiments of
Pfurritai and the ration,” he said.

The airport lawnch was at-
tended by Maharashira Gowemo
Acharya Devwrat; CM Devendma
Fadnavis, Union Civil Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu
Kinjarapu; Union Ministers
Raarmedis Arhawale and Murid har
Mohol; and Japan emeoy to India
Kedichi Ono, amongothers
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Initial phase = Final phase

MPPA: Million Passengers Per Annum

Airlines
Indigo, Akasa Air
and AirIndia to

operate from airport

TIMELINE

B Theseedsof NMIAL
were sown inthe late
2000s

W By 2007 Union Cabinet
gave in-principle approval
for anew greenfield
airport in Navi Mumbal

H By 2018 groundwork
was sufficient for CIDCO
to float tenders fora
private partner

W By August 2021 Adani
Group formally took over
the project

| By July 2022 CIDCO
officially handed over
2.B66 acres of coreland
to AAHL

NAVIMUMBAI
AIRPORT UNVEILED

Navi Mumbai International Airport Private Limited is a
Public-Private Partnership between Mumbai International
Airport Ltd —a subsidiary of Adani Airports Holdings Ltd —
holding 74% stake, and CIDCO holding 26% stake

PROJECTED
05mmrea  3.2mmTPA
Initial phase Final phase

MMTPA: million metric wonnes annually
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CHHATRAPATISHIVAJI MAHARAJ
*® INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Eastern Express
Hwy

Thane Creek
Bridge

TWO'CODEF COMPLIANT
PARALLEL RUNWAYS
Runway 1 Runway 2
3,700m 3,700m
length/ 60m length/ 60m
width (ready) width (proposed)

N , | |
||

The Navi Mumbai International Airport, a greenfield airport, is located in Ulwe, which is
close to Panvel and about 37 km from South Mumbai.

TERMINAL1 AT AGLANCE
- . CHECK-IN
4 'ﬂ CENTRES —
i Alpha, Bravoand
4 66 22 29 10 Charlie— managing
Entry Check-in Self- | Aerobridges | Busboarding il international and
gates counters | baggage drop gates domestic clients

Compiled by; Heena Khandelwal; Graphic: Ritesh Kumar

NAVI
MUMBAI

Mumbai Trans
Harbour Link

Flight Timings
8amandZ pm

BAI
AIRPORT

HERE'S THE
WHOLE PLAN
TERMIHALT
Capacit}f

234,ﬂﬂﬂ
sqm MPPA

TERMINAL 2#*
Area Capacity

400,000 30
- MPPA

‘Expected o be rendy by 20259

Phase IV

Terminal 3
20 MPPA capacity

Terminal 4
20 MPPA capacity

90 MPPA
cumulative capacity after
phase V completion

Terminalstobeconnected
with Automated People
Mover* through
undergroundinphase 3

"APM & adriverless raln

$TheIndianEXPRESS "

@9 October 2825
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/78312651
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It’s a dream come true for Maharashtra;: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI OCTOBER 8

THE NAVIMumbailnternational
Airport, which will become op-
erational from December this
year, “is a dream come true”,
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said on Wednesday.
“The NMIA was conceptu-
alised way back in the 1990s. But
there was just a board with no
signs of a project during the
Congress regime, Whenl be-
came CM (2014), we sought
clearances from the Centre
whichwere pending fordecades.
Inasingle meeting PM Narendra
Modi resolved all the issues,
paving way for the project,” he
said. “Alongwith NMIA, we have
also now focussed on the coun-
try's first offshore international
airport along with Rs 76,000
crore Wadhwan port project.”

STheIndianEXPRESS

DESIGN

B Architecture inspired by
Lotus —India's national
flower — and designed by
London-based Zaha Hadid
Architects (ZHA)

'IZscquturalfaature
columns —anchors

that rise like unfurling
petals

'I mega columns —

unseen pillars
carrying the weight of the
lotus roof canopies

Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde said, “Under PM
Modi's leadership, Maharashira
has receved Rs 10 lakh crore for
the infrastructure projects.”

Deputy CM Ajit Pawar said,

Thu.

"The infrastructure-led develop-
ment..isintegral for growth and
employment.” With NMIA, the
state is further empowered to
push development, growth and
employment,

89 October 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/78313113

INTEGRATED MOBILITY |
APP LAUNCHED BY PM

Mumbai: PM Narendra Modi
on Wednesday launched
‘Mumbai One', an Integrated
Common Mobility App that
will allow commuters to plan,
book and pay for journeys
across 11 public transport op-
erators inthe metropolitanre-
gion —making it India’s first
platformto unify ticdketing and
travel information across
Metro, monorail, suburban rail
and bus services. Gtizens can
useitfromThursday. ENS

EarlieronWednesday, the OM
held ameeting with the UK busi-
nessdelegation in Mumbai. "With
bold reforms undertaken towards
the ease of doing business,
Maharashtra becomes the most

favoured destination forindustrial
investmentand global trade," the
(M said Wednesday. He was ad-
dressing the UK CEO delegations
on promaoting trade and business
partnership. He appraised the del-
egation about state infrastructure,
facilities, policies and plans ahead.

“AsLondon has itsidentity in
the UK, Mumbai means
Maharashtra. And Maharashtra
means India,” he said, “The ease
of doing business has simplified
the process. The state govern-
ment has set up a special war
room to resolve the complex is-
sues that arise in business part-
nership which is monitored
monthly,” hesaid. He drew atten-
tion to multiple sectors which
hold promises for overseas in-
vestments in Maharashtra.

According to the CMO, the
UK delegation has assured to col-
laborate with Maharashtra in Al
and other sectors.
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Adani taps SBI, Temasek,
others for NMIA terminal

Airport entity in talks to raise 330,000 crore for Terminal-2 opening in 2029

NEW DELHI/MLUIMBAL

he Adani Group is in

talks with Siate Bank of

India (SBI), HDFC

Bank, Singapore's

Temasek Holdings and
Japan's Mitsubishi UFJ Financial
Group and Mizubo Financial
Group torase L30 000 crore for
the second terminal of its Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMIAY, two people aware of the
development said.

Prime Minister Narendra Mocdi
imzugirated MMIAS frst termi-
nal on Wednesday, with the sec-
ond terminal expected o wel
come flyvers four vears from mow.
The lundraising effort by Adani
Airport Holdings Lid (AAHL), a
unit of the Ahmedabad-based
conglomerate, comes even as the
proup's brand -new airport s vel
torsee its first commercial Might

AAHL will rmise mainly debt,
with some equity infusion by the
promoters, the people cited
above said on the condition of
anomvmity. About 110000 crore
{512 billion) is expected to be
locked in within the next six
muamnths and the remainder in the

AIRSPACE

NAU]’ MU

INTE RNATIOMAL

AIRPORT

TAKING WING

TERMIMAL-1cf - TERMIMAL-23im= - ADAMI may list the
MBALA was built at : for 30 mn passengers @ airport business in
cost of ¥19464 crore. - annually by 2029 " two to three years.

next 1218 months,

“It's debt, and mostly a mix of
Indian and Japanese banks, that
we are looking at, apart from
equity infusion by promoters.
Details are being finalized
depending on how the revenue

streams come into play post-op
erationalization of Mavi Mumbai
airpaort,” the person said.

The Adani Group, SBEI, HDFC
Bank, MUFG and Mizuho did not
respiond to requests for commeent.
Temasek declined to comment.

The Adani Group plans to list
AAHL a subsidiary of group flag-
ship Adani Enterprises Lid in two
to three yvears. [t operates eight
airports in India, including the
one in Navi Mumbai. The con-
clomerate hopes to acquine 534
additional airports in the next
round of privatizition by the
Indian government, said a third
executive aware of the group’s
plans.

Terminal I was bailt at a cost of
119464 crore—mostly financed
by debi —and can handle 200mil-
lion passengers per annum. Ter-
minal 2 is estimated to cosl
50,000 crove and will be able to
handle 30 million passengers per
AT,

It will be spread over an area of
400, 0HY sg. m compared with
the 234,000 sq. m Terminal 1.
The second terminal is expected
Lo be operational by 20040, Once
all fowr terminals and two pacallel
runwiays are completed, the air-
part will be able to handle $0 mil-
lion passengers.

The Indian government is
expected to privatize about 11
state-run airports in the next one

TURN TO PAGE 8

Adani Group in talks with banks
for 330,000 crairport terminal

FROM PAGE1

)‘:‘/‘f" i:bi _,_,-F"-H-
vear through public-private

partnerships, according Lo
miedia reports.

SBLwas part of the consor
tium of banks thai previously
lent to AAHL. The person
cited earlier said the Adanis
are mostly apping “the same
set of banks again,” without
identifying them.

In July 2025 AAHL was
said to be in advanced talks to
sevure a4 5150 million bikatoral
offshore loan from MUFG.
The Japanese banlk has provi-
ously prowided loans to other
Adbani units. Mizuho Finaneial
Group has reportedly
firameed Adani units invobved
in ports aned airports.

In March 2022, when the
financial closure of the first
terminal of the Navi Mumbai
airport project  was
announced, Adani Enter-
prises, the holding company
of the proup’s airports busi-
ness, said il had closed
2770 crore (817 billion)
with 5Bl underwriting the
entire amonni.

Apart from SBL discussions
are under way with HDFC

Adani has |n|t|ated talks with Indian and Japanese banks. are

Bank. The private sector bank
hasrecently been roped inas
one of the lenders at a proup
level, the second porson
added.

Advances by Indian banks
o the Adani Group have risen
sharply in the past two vears
at the expense of interma
tional banks and capital mar-
kets. With 1136 trillion in
long-term and working capi-
tal borrowings, domestic
banks accounted for just
under half of the Adani
Giroup's debt as of 31 March
20325, This compares with
A% two vears agn.,

“The lonz wait of Mumbai

is over as the city has now got
its second airport, which will
also help Mahareshiras farm
ersget connected with super
markets in Europe and the
US," Prime Mindster Modi said
after inampurating the airport.
Incorporated in 20080, AAHL
is Indlin’s lanrest privite sirpon
operator, with nearly one in
overy four air passengers in
India passing through an
Adani airport. It reported a

A% jumpin revenne to T8, 062

crore in FY25, lis Ebitda for
the vear rose by 43% vear-on
vear to L5480 crore.

abhishek . lawalive
MR com
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PM inaugurates Navi Mumbai International
Airport, calls it a ‘elimpse of Viksit Bharat’

Phase one of the Rs 19,650 crore greenfield airport to handle 20 million passengers annually

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NAVI MUMBAL Prime Minks-
ter Marendra Modi on Wednes-
day tnavgurated the N
Mumbai International Air-
port (NMIA), calling it a mile-
stone in Indias infrastructure
transformation and “a glimpse
of Viksit Bharat!" or developed
India. The Prime Minister said
the new facility will help posi-
tion the Mumbai Metropali-
tan Region (MMR) as Asias
larpest connectivity hub and
ease congestion at the existing
International Airport (CSMIA).

Arriving aboard an air-
crafl that landed at the new
facility around 2:40 pm, Modi
univeiled the |:l:lu.r|l.r:,"5 lzrgesl
greenfield airport, constructed
al a cost of Rs 19,650 crore.
The project, located across
1,160 hectares, is designed 1o
handle 20 million passengers
annually in its first phase and

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Mohorashtro Chief Minister Devendra Fodnavis and Adani Group
Choirman Gawtam Adani during the inouguration of Phase 1 of the Novi Mumbaei International Airport and
lounch of other development projects, in Movi Mumbai, Moharashim

is expected 1o become opera-  air traffic but also open new F‘nml: Minieter said the NMIA

tional in December 2025, global markets for Maharash- sents Indiak growing capa-
“The long wait of Mumbal  tras farmers, connecting them ty in EHation and logistics.

is over,” Modi sald during the  with supermarkets in Europe “This is a project that carries |

and the USS
Calling the project a model
for modern infrastructure, the

inauguration ceremony. ~The
city now has il second airport,
which will not only improve

FETTAL
altract

a glimpse of Viksit Bharat”" he
. adding that it would
Continued an P8

s NAVI MUMBAI
INTEHNA.TIUHAL AIHFGHT [NMIA]

s 2 1<L-L ] Eﬁlfrﬂéﬂﬂﬁ.ﬂ%

ISI!,HII‘:II 1,160 e astual

EXPECTED OPERATIONAL DATE- DEC 2025 estainalde, moder afchncirs

» FUTURE CAPACTTY: 4 rumways, § | » DFFICIAL MAME: Loknete DB Pail
kerminats, on million passengers/ Mt Mumbal Internationsl Alrport
yea, 3.2 million tonnes cargo + (EVELOPER: NMIAL [Adani

» EMPLOTMENT IMPACT —2 takhjobs |  Geoup74%, CIDC0 26%)

' GPECIAL FEATURES: Indias first | » FURST PHASE: 1 rumway, 1 termi-

airport with water taxi, Aulomated
Peogle Mover (APM), Sustainable

nal, 20 million passengers/year

From Page 1

ments wwn planning and devel-
opment agency,
Accosding (o the Director-

PM maugurates

fresh tvestments and generate
tr|1.|1||.|vmr:nl i the n. i

Highlight Lruhu.u il
}mrﬁr:g: :ﬁjnaim. M:Eaﬂ
that when his 'tl;:'l':zmmenl loak
odfice in 2014, the couritry had 74
wperational airporis. “In the lasi
11 years, that mumber luas risen
1o more than 160, connecting
srmaller cities and 1owns through
the UDAN scheme and bringin
air travel within the reach of
of citinema” hie noted

Maondi further sasd that bisdias
airlines have placed orders for
over | 00 mew arrcrafi, reflect-
Ing the uruwlnu npl.l:l jomm alff
the country'’s expanding mididle
lass. The government, ﬁ'
is s working to furn Inﬂl:l. into
o “juhnj hushs for Mainlenance.
Hepair atl (vertuand | MBEO)
operaliong

Before the formal ceremiony,
e Prime Minister look a walk-
throiegh iof the terminal and
reviewed key focilities ad the site

Addressing the gather
ianitarn .-'uln:unh. [J‘Lftn'n.u.unl.ﬁ
the Adani Group, which holds a
T per cent stakie i the airport
IJ1.ru|.|1.;|'.| Mo Muombai Interna-
tioral Abrport Lid {NMLALY, said
the mew airport symbuoalises Indsas
plobal ambitions.

“In an era where Indza ascends
among the wurld's largess econo-
mies, we hove buili more than
an airport - we have archilected
Bharai asa Flewa and one of the
warlells st ind.n;emabh Crss-
roads” Adami sid. “This s infra-
structiine thad does ol just erve
tuday’s demand; §i creales lomor-
row's ﬂPﬂI‘IEDI‘Jij Fm.slhill.lln"

The remainang 26 per cen)
stake tn NMLAL is held by
CINDGO. the Maharashim povern

ate General of Civil Aviabim
(DAY, the BMILA receved @s
arrodrone licence on September
50, |J.|-.'nm'q4 ihe wany for commer
clal operationg

MMLA ix envisioned az parl
of o dual-abrport system that will
amplum:m CAMIA In its firsi
twor phases, the airport will oper
afe with o single runway and
terrinal, handling 20 malboi
passengers annuatly. When fully
completed, it will have four run-
ways and fer lermials, witla
latal prresemper capacity of 90 1l
Liimy pes year and carg handling
capacily of 325 malkiomn oelric
lonnes, making it one of A
lu:gul aviation i,

Lrspired by [ndixs natkal
fhwwer, the lotis, the airports
design comhines traditional aes-
thetics with sustainalie srchitec-
ture. B inclodes provisions for
Sustanable Aviation Fud (SAF)
storage. d dedicated carg lermi
sl foor perishables and express
shiparenta, and an Automated
People Mover (APM) syetem con-
necting lermimals anad ity sicle
infrastrsctuine.

A stsiterment from the Prime
Mlinisters Cdhee (PMO) on Toes
oy sl MMIA wioubd also be the
first azrport in India connected
by water taxi, offering mali-
mindal comisectivity optiom o
ooamrLEler.

Civil Aviatuom Minister K
Rammohan Naidu said the air
Entl will ereate nralh Ll

ik En'qﬂuvmﬂ:luppurlunl

ties, directly and mdirectly, and
srremygihien Mumbais position
2 the aviation capital of India
“The NMIA will be a catalys for

vwih and developrment. linking
Ellunmn tueirizm, amd logis
tics oman wprecedenied scale”
Maidu sid.

Thei tion ceremany

was attended by Maharashim

yvermar Adu.r}: Devvral, Chiel

Minister Devendia Fadnava,
Deputy Chiel Ministers Eknath
Shandde and ARt Pawar, anns with
Minister of State for Cidl Aviation
Murfidhar Mohol and senior gov
ermment officials

The airpurt has been offi-
clally named "Loknete [ B Patil
Mavt Mumbnai Inlernational Air

1} dfter the bate social activiat

VB Patil, who rvla:.'rd a hey role
in ensuring fadr compensation
for funilies displaced by regional
dm-u|upm|:nl proupech

With dts modern des -
tmmability focus, and mullimoeds]
comtectivity, NMIA 8 expacted 1o
PJ.II:FE. quu] rode in Indiak
ing aviation aetwork. As Modi
nuted. the wirprort represents both
infrastrisciure advancement and
Lhe cxminifivk :u.pih.l iait tn becoimne
a gihal bransportation and bogis-
tics hub,

“The foundation of a devet
opedd [rlia Hes Inmahﬂ\- o
conmecl peophe, ideas, oppor:
tunities” he said. “The Navi g
Murhai International .-"..irpurl Is
tuool. fuasd ant addition o our infra-
structure - its o symbol of the

niew India taking fight™
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PM calls out UPA’s
post-26/11 inaction

P harendra Modi with Maharashia CM Devendra Fadravs and Adonl Gﬂ.pﬂmmmﬂnm-iﬂrg
ﬂ'ﬁ!ﬂgjﬂjmdﬁmﬂdﬂ'&hhﬂhlnhﬂlmﬁawmhmmm

T RAGHUMETHA 1 Mumibal

Hitting back at the
Opposltion for its vehament
criticism of the Unlon
Government's decislon to
declare ceasefire during
Operation Sindoor, Prime
Marendra Modi on Thursday
accused the Dr Manmohan
Singh-led UPA Government
of not striking Pakistan after
the Mumbal 26/17 terror
attacks owing to pressuro
from a “foreign country ™.
Tha PM was speaking at
an event after inaugurating
the Mavi fMumbal
International BIFPert Phaszo

28 of the Mumbal Metro
Line-3 and other develop-
ment projects in Mumbai.
"The Opposition party
(Congress) should clarify
who influenced the UPA
Governmeant to halt the mil-
[tary response to Pakistan. A
big Congress leader, who
was tha then home minister,
has recently, In an Inter-
wview, sald that after the
2611 our armed forces were
ready to strike... Thae country
alsowanted that... Ifhe s to
be belleved — under pres-
sure from one country — it
did not happen... The
Congress Government

stopped the armed forces
from attacking Pakistan.®
the PM sald.

The PM sald that the deci-
sion to "halt™ military action
agalnst Pakistan after the
2008 Mumbal mayvhem
undermined the sentiments
of Mumbal and the natlon

“The Congress' weakness
emboldened terrorists and
compramised national
security, a cost the country
pakd with Innocent lives ® ho
added. PM Modi's commients
agalnst the Congress came
in the context of a recent
staternent by Chidambaram.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

PM calls out UPA’s
post-26/11 inaction

Chidambaram recently sald, *The whole
world descended on Delhl to tell us ‘don't
start a war' (against Pakistan)...Two ar
threse days after | took over (Condoleaza
Rice came) to meset me and the Prime
Minister (then, Dr Manmohan Singh) . to
say ‘please don't react’... The Prime
Minister discussed this (retallatory milltary
action) even when the attack was goling
or. and the conclusion, largely Influenced
by the Ministry of External Affalrs and thae
Indian Foreign Service, was that we
should not physically react to the sltua-
tion®.

In his speach after Inaugurating the
Loknete OB Patll Navi Mumbal
International Mq:nrt (MMIA), PM Modi
sald that Mumbal's long walt had ended

with the city now receiving Its second
International airport. *The new alrport will
play a major role in establishing the
region as one of Asla's largest connectiv-
ity hubs®

Pt Modl — who also Inaugurated the
Phase 28 of the Mumbal Metro Line-3,
stretching from Acharya Atre Chowk to
Cuffe Parade constructed at an estimated
cost of around 12 200 crore -sald: “With
this, | am dedicating the entire Mumbai
Metro Line 3 (Agua Line) - to the nation with
a total cost of over 37,270 crore. This
marks a major milestone in the city's urban
transport transformation”. The Prime
Minlster sald that the country's Commer-
clal Capital had now recelved a fully
underground metro, which will make
travel easler and save time for com-
muters.

*The underground metro as a living

symbol of a developing India and noted
that In a bustling clty llke Mumbal, this
remarkable metro has been constructed
underground while preserving historic
bulldings.” the Prime Minister sald, as ha
extended his congratulations to the
workers and enginears Involved In the
projectApart from the Mawl Mumbal
International Alrport and Phase 2B of the
Mumbal Metro Line-3, the Prime Minister
also launched “Murmbal One” - Integrated
Common Mobillity App for 11 Public trans-
port Operators (PTO) across Metro,
Monorail, Suburban railways and Bus
PTOs. He also inaugurated the Short-
Terr Employability Program (STEF), which
willl be rolled out across 400 Government
ITls and 150 Government Technical High
Schools, marking a major step in aligning
sklll development with Industry require-
ments to enhance employability.
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PM inaugurates Navi Mumbai
Airport,metro; to meet UK PM

STATESMANNEWNS SERVCE
Mrarsbal S8Octolser

e Ministor Barencm

Modi inaugarated

Phase-1 al the Nind

Mumnbai lntemut ol
Alrpor. on Wednesdoy and
lawenched the fnal phose of the
[ully undergroand Mumbal
Matm Line-3iAqualineraibwan
He alsobume hed Wb One’,
Incliis frstintepratedoommmon
mobility app for 11 public
(o operon.

Alter his arrival in MNavi
Mt o Spmon Widdneschng
Mr Moditoak awalk throuagh
tour of the mewly:built
Adbini-ownod Nivi Mumbad
Intermutbonal Arport (NAMLA)
(hist is Lkehviobecalled Lokmowe
[ Pl b Vvl Bniemretional
AldrportiNMEA).

P Mo iwh e inmugurting
the MMEA saick "In 2000, 1 had
sald itwos oy deam thateven
peopke wermghoavo chappeok
(slippers) should be able o
travel by aie "To Rulflll this, i
wis impariant o st up new
mrpsorLs s the country In
2004 India had 74 alrports,
Mo, wi hive mrwone Lhan 160

arport s The imguration of
the new aimport in Mumbai is
anexampleol Viksit Bharat

The aimport’s lotus-shopaed
structure melflects our herfiage
and culture, 1 will boost trade
withothercountrsandmbanoe
acoes Lo the phbal aedket
Thenewairportsandthe VDN
seheme lor alfordable atrtmvel
Ivie miade alr tinid ensier in
the coumtry” he added

Now, Mumbai has a ew
alrport (NMLA), which will
bre Asis largest connectivity
bk, Mumbaods long wait has
come o an end with the
imauguration of this airport,
Ty, the city also hus afully
tmdergzroumnd metm o [aclitne
casy trave] across Miumibal,

Launching an undemground
mtro rail, with such carceful
construction In a cty like
Mumbai is a2 significant
achievernent.” PV Modi sald,
During the nusuguration of
Phase 1ofNMIA, the PM ma
speclally-ablede i ldren The
inauguration of Phase 1 of
the airport and other
connocthvily projects ks expodind
i streryhien Mimbigs position
as wglohal ol growth and
opporiuniiy

The airport, designed 1o
he among the mostefliclent
iy the workd with 1160 hectare
arca, will handie 90 million
passmgersannually (MPPA)
and A25 million metrs tonnes
of eargo,"The NMIA will ese

thecapacity constmints in the
Mumbai region, strengthen
commectivity and bring own
greater economic md social
berefistothe ndian eoononmy,
@bl airlines"gmuping. " LATA
staed in mn officod stgement.

The NMLA 1= expected to
heg neommencial operiions
in December though ticket
sales are ikely w stan by the
end of Ociober

Bt a1 acost of Bs 19650
crme under a public-privale
parinership between Adani
Adrportsand CIDO0, the MMIA
has an annual passenger
handling capadty of 9 crom
passengers and an annnal
cargo handling cipacity ol
A25MMT
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PM to Cong: Who took call
not to hit Pak post-26/11?

Navi Mumbai: PM Modi sa-
id here on Wednesday that
Congress should tell the na-
tion whohad caved in to fore-
ign pressure and prevented
India from mounting a mili-
tary response to the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks.
Referring to a recent in-
terview of P Chidambaram,
Modi said, without naming
him, “A Congress neta, who
has been Union home mini-
ster, has said India was ready
to respond after 26711, but be-
cause of the pressure exerted
by some country, then Cong-
ress govt stopped India’s ar-
med forces from attacking
Pakistan. Congress must say
who it was who took the deci-
sion... and who trampled on
the sentiments of the count-
rv and of Mumbai. The na-
tion has theright to know.™
By doing so, govt in 2008
sentoutamessage of weakne-
85 and of surrendering to ter-
ror, Modi said. “This streng-
thened terrorists and weake-
ned national security™ T

b ‘Country paid price’, P 24

PM Modi with Gautam Adani (C) and Maharashtra CM Fadnavis
durlng the mauguratmn of Ha\rt Mumbai int'l airport on Wednesday

Best time to invest, innovate in India: Modl

ln a piteh to boost investments in manufacturing, PM Modi
said on Wednesday that it is the “best time to invest, innova-
te and make in India”, which should be positioned as a “trus-
ted partner™ in the global supply chain.

Boosted by tech power, digital and internet have emerged
as the backbone of the country, he said. " Costof one GB wire-
lessdata in India is now lower than price of a cup of tea... In-
dia ranks among leading nations in per-user data consump-
tion, signifving that digital connectivity is no longer a privi-
lege or luxury but an integral part of everyday life,” he told a
gathering of domestic and global business captains while in-
augurating the 2025 edition of India Mobile Congress. P18

Country paid price wi
of lives repeatedly, says PM

k Continued fromP 1

A odi said, “(As a re-
\ - [ sult), the country had
to pay the price for it
with loss of lives again and
again.”Hemade the remarks
while addressing a gather-
ingafter inaugurating Phase
One of the Navi Mumbai In-
ternational Afrport and the
final stretch of Mumbai's
underground Metrod line
Modi said, " For our govt,
nothing is more important
than the security of the na-
tion and its citizens. Today's
India strikes back with
strength. Aaj ka Bharat ghar
mein ghus ke maarta hain
(India strikes deep inside
the enemy’s own territory).
The world has seen this dur-
ing Operation Sindoor”
Chidambaram, who had
taken over as home minister
just days after the 26/11 at-
tacks, told a channel recent-
ly that after the Mumbai ter-
ror attacks, “the whole
world descended on Delhi to

‘For our govt, nothing is more
important than security of nation
and citizens. Today's India strikes
back with strength,’ Modi said

tellus ‘don't start a war.” He
gaid then US secretary of
state Condoleeza Rice had
met him and then PM Man-
mohan Singh to say India
should not react. Chidamba-
ram has since said he has
been misquoted. Congress
neta Manish Tewari howev-
et was quoted as saying that
Chidambaram's remarks
“eannot be disregarded.”
The PM's attack on Con-
gress comes after the opposi-
tion party’s repeated gues-
tioning of his govt on US
president Trump's claim that
heused the threat of tariffsto

got India and Pakistan to
agree toa ceasefire in May,
Describing  the Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port (NMIA) as a “glimpse
of Viksit Bharat" that will
help make Mumbai region
Asia's biggest connectivity
hub, Modi said, “The long
wiit of Mumbai is over as
the city has now got its sec-
ond airport which will link
Maharashtra’s farmers and
small industries to global
markets.” The airport pro-

ject was first announced in

the1990s and had since faced
numerous delayvs.

The inauguration event
beganwith the PM's aireraft
landing at the Navi Mumbai
girport runway. The PM did
a short walk through the
new terminal 1 before ad-
dressing the gathering,

Modi said India’s air-
ports had doubled from 74 in
2014 to more than 160, and
the UDAN scheme had en-
abled millions to fly for the
first time. The PM said that

th loss

with the opening of the Navi
Mumbai airport, the goal
was to establish India as a
major MRO (Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul) hub
by the end of the decade.

He inaugurated Phase 28
of Mebro Lined from
Acharva Atre Chowk to Cuffe
Parade, marking completion
of the 33.5km Aqua Line
from Aarey to South Mum-
bal. Terming it “aliving sym-
bol of a developing India,”
he praised the engineers
who built it beneath the heri-
tage precincts without dis-
turbing historic structures,

Modi said the Metro 3
line reminded him of the
“Karnaamey” (deviousacts)
of the opposition which
“likes to take development
projectsoff therails." Heac-
cused the former MVA govt
of halting the project. “I par-
ticipated in bhoompujan...
At that time, lakhs of Mum-
baikars had hoped that
their (commuting) difficul-
ties would be reduced.”



AIRPORTS

ALHHCIPH Y OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

AHMEDABAD

8 QCTOBER 2025

NMIA To Have International Ops From Day One

Manjuydtimesofindia.com

Fics! K& Chustiary

Ho Navt Moo neroation HEW AIRPORT TARGETS 10 FLIGHTS PER HR AFTER DEC TAKEOFF  Shuttle buses to

al Alrport (NMIA) s readying

for a steep climbafier take-of!

In Dee_with both domestic and

internatiomal  flights sched
uked from the vory first day of oper
mriona. Airlines are lkely to operate 50-
&0 flights, including arrivals and depar
tures. on launch day. Although the pir
port will be inaugnrated on Wednesday,
commercinl passenger services at Ter
minal twill coamamenceonly in Dec A few
weels prior o el NMTA will becomse
active online, with asirline wehsites and
travel portals adding an “NMI option in
their dropdown menus for booking tick-
ets to and from Mombai The exisring
Mumbal mirport opecates under the LA
TA code 'BOM'. During ims first month of
operations, NMIA will function from

Immigration, customs
before security check

L nlike Mimbai Airport, internation
! &l passempzers al NMIAS Terminal 1
will chear imm kgt ion and customes Nrst
fiullowed by the pre-embarkation seeurity
eheck. ‘fhis is the standand procedure al
met airports moind the workd. At Mum-
ha Adrport, howewern, sinos ssenrity is in
tegrated for both domestic and interna
tional passenpers, trovellers indengo the
security chieck first and then proceed 1o
immigrntion. This setup gives passen-
gerstheoption toremon and chisck Inany
items that are oot cleaed diaring the ca-
bin Dbaggage screening.  Meanwhile
NMIA I8 working (o streamiline trinslers
for |ts transit passengers. Discussions are
underway with the government 1o allow
ramp trunsfers. I approved, this would
enable passengers toomove directly from
nne intermational fight to another (forex
mmple, & traveler booked on a London-Na-
vi Mumbal Colombo routey without un
dergeing customs, security clearsnoe,
and other formalities again, —Manju V

4 vestibules with
6 passenger
processing

i ! i e-gates each

® 9 9 @ 24total e-gates
CHECK-IN
islands for . @
=1
88 =
counters in all

check in
2 cell-baggage drop
counters

SELF-SERVICE CHECK-IN:

2925?&::5 ]_l( m

gates for curb side to
the farthest
boarding gate

passenger
coaches

for charter i
detectors per two ATRS | 7 310" charier 7
can be used pircraft cango
interchangeably for bath
domestic and international CAPACITY
2 In million per anmum
q n2o{

1230
boarding Distance from | 13 20

].0 : ;" &
20| Soeessss

Bam fo 8pm, and it runwiy will be able
o handle 810 Nights par bour,
1o BV.IK Sharma, CED ol NMIA

Typically, when new greenfield nir-
poris are launched globally o P A
operators begin cautiously with o Himit-
ed number of flights (o manage poten
tinl tocthing issues. But in the case of
NMIA, both sirlines and the airport op
eratorpre alming foran amblioes start,
with n lorge fight schedule planned
froam day one

For example. in Jan 2023, Goa's Moge
Alrport heganoperatbons by handling 16

domestic Mights on iis frst day. In Koy
2006, the massive [stanbul Alrport
launched with cnly Mve daily domestle
flighte. despite having two runwiys and
a terminal eapable of handling %0 mil
lbon pussengers annially That, howey-
o, will not be the case with the Navi
Mumbai airport. The exact number of
flights on Day 1 will be known closer to
the launch date. I airlines follow
through with theircurrent plans, NMLA
I8 pofsed o set & new benchmark by
handling a significant volume of ights
on its opening day In May TndiGoe an-

nounded that on Day 1 of its operations
at NMUA, it wonld operats 15 departures
anil 18 arcivils, connocting 15 domestic
citles, with plans to add 15 international
Nights by Nov Sinee NMIA &= now sched
uled to open in Dec, it is likely that Lodi-
Gomay begin with both domestic and in-
tornational operations. 1n June, Akasa
Afr also snnounced plans to operate 15
datly domestic Mighis from Day 1 At the
tima, NMIA was expected toopen by the
endof Aug.

“The demand for air travel from the
Mumbal Metropolitan Region {s T0-75

xRN A b B

satid

million passengers per annum,”
Arun Bansal. CEO of Adani Alrpori
Holdings The existing Mumbal alrpor
handles ahout 55 million passengers an-
nally “Mumbsal, a8 a reglon, s under

served dug to capucity constraints
NMIA will help eliminate this conges
thom,” Bansal sadd. In Phase ] SMLA will
operate with a single runway and one
terminal bullding, designed to handle 20
million passengers per year, kelping to
bridge the gap kel by the space-con-
strained Mumbeai airport

“The airport can handle aboat 20-22

o il e L

1 2t e ML NMIATERMINALS | ot mindnayl o SKCMIA
daomestic, 5 for international L?Lines ey '“'E.a" Mumbai Teﬂnil';ul 2 (400,000 sq m), I:’g,";fﬂt_;ﬂﬂmi
doorframe metal ' 234,000 SO M which will come up in 2029 has directed MMRDA to

examine the feasibility

of connecting the new

airpart to BRC through

a tunnal. *The existing

routes are likely to become

imsufficient because air

traffic at Navi Mumbai

Abrport will increase.

It will be necessary to

seamlessly connect this

airpart with the national

I highway, suburban raitway,

e S8 metro and water transport
& network,” he said on

Monday,

flights per hour, anad this capacity will be
gradually scaled up from Dee over the
Tollowy Lng veir: Terminal 12 expectiod o
hecoime congested within 12-15 months
of opening,” hezald

The commissioning of NMIA will
make Mumbai the firsturban agglomer
atlon in Indin @0 offer commereial air
travel throngh two airports. While the
current  Mumbad  airport  handles
around #60flights daily, NMILA is expect-
i 1o operate aronnd B0 Nights per day
during Phase L Additionally, NMIA will
howse Indin's largest aireralt mainte-

run from 3 Navi
Mum stns initially

,\pL’m is being prepared io facilitate
[ Nahuttle bus services from select rail
way stations in Navi Mumbai to the new
abrport. * Initially, shuttle services will be
mvailahle from Belagur Seawoods and M-
1l stations Services will also be provid-
oo from Targhar station, which s the clos-
eat rail link to the airport,” sald Yosesh
Raduskir, GM, Nav| Murmbel Municlpal
Tramsport (NMMT), which will receive
th plan from nodal authoeity Chdeo aml
the airport’s operator. "Once we receive
the plan outlining the required pick-up
and drop-oll pobinds. we will implement
shuttleservices ™

CPRO Swapnil Nila of Central Rai
wiry (CR) said, 'Work on the Targhar sub-
urhan rallway stathon (s in s Annlstages.
All efTowts are being made tocomplete the
atation before the airport becomes oper-
atbonal, enabling train hatts znd quick
transfers for passengers via NMMT shut-
the basea ™ A Cideo official sasd, “Onee
Targhar station is operstionol, commie
ters will be just aboat Tkm awsy from the
alrport. However, due to security restric
tions, poasengers — especially those car
rying luggiage - will not be permiited 1o
wilk the distance and will need to nse
shuitle services, Coordinathon with CR is
widerway to enstre the station is ready
by Lt Ot oo Ny, alvesne] o the alrport's
launech, " —George Mendonca

New airport to get its
own police station

“he state govi has approved the esud-
lishaient of & dediciated Navi Mum
hal International Alrport Police Station
InPanvel. Portions of the existing Panvel
City snd Uwe polbce station jurisdictions
will b nearparabed nto th new police
station, us pera Monday GR.A budget of
Hs 514 erore for infrastructme and 100
personnol hove been sanctioned. In anti
cipation of rising law and order de
manads, U govi had eariier restructuned
the Navi Mumbai Polire Commissionern-
P b July ereat ing an add Honal DO post
und reorganizing the existing Panvel and
Viashi rones intothree: Vashi, Panvel, and
Beligsur Th fhove wits promipted by the
area's growing poguiletion, increased ve
Tielar traifie and the expected impact of
the airport's operations. Previousiy the
govt had sanetioned 295 new posts to soff
ther fmimigration check-past at the new
airport —Vijay V Singh

nanee, repair and overhaul (MRO acili-
ties, and ainis to become a significant
cargn huh,
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Calm to chaos: Honking
turns KIA into noisy mess

Nithya.Mandyam
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport (K1A), of-
ten hailed as one of India's
best-managed airports, is fast
becoming a hotspot of noise
and chaos, thanks to incessant
honking by cabs and private
vehicles. What should be a zo-
ne of calm and efficiency has
turned into a theatre of bla-
ring horns, frayed tempers
and civic indiscipline, leaving
many passengers appalled.
“The sheer cacophony of
vehicle horns at our airports
should be a national meter to
test how much our civic sense
isimproving. This is where we
welcome the world, and all
they hear is impatience,” wro-
te Naresh (@ TopDriverindia)
on X, adding the noise makes
for a terrible first impression
for international visitors,
Frequent flyer Udit Khan-
delwal echoed the sentiment.
“At BLR airport, the horns are
louder than jet engines. Forget
‘Atithi Deve Bhava'— we're
stuck at ‘Horn Devo Bhava,™
he quipped. Another user jo-
ked that the airport felt like an
audition for Fast & Furious:

BLARING Honns FIIATF.B TEMPEI!S' Offmals say the root cause
lies in the growing presence of unauthorised taxis at the arrival gates

Indian Drift, calling it a
“symphony of chaos™,

The noise, however, isn't
merely about unruly driving
— airport officials say the root
cause lies in the growing pre-
sence of unauthorised taxis at
the arrival gates. “Illegal taxis
and private vehicles often park
in no-parking zones to lure
customers. They block autho-
rised cabs that have pre-boo-
ked passengers, forcing regu-
larised drivers to honk repea-
tedly in frustration. In many
cases, unauthorised taxis
themselves keep honking or
shouting to attract passeng-
ers,” said an airport source.

Rohan Srinivas, a corpora-
te films agency founder, said:

“You can't even make a phone
call outside the terminal wit-
hout hearing a dozen horns,
[t'sembarrassing when vou're
on a work call, and they hear
this madness in the backgro-
und.” Siri Sankarshan, a te-
chie, said: “Tt feels like we are
on a highway wherein truck
drivers are playing loud music
through honking.”

Some drivers, meanwhile,
admit they feel compelled to
honk due to poor traffic flow
*“There's confusion, lack of la-
nediscipline and no proper en-
forcement,” said Naveen Gow-
da, a cab driver “If we don't
honk, we get stuck or lose cus-
tomers, what are we supposed
todo?” headded.
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PM to throw open airport,
Metro-3 final phase today

The PI;I'H! Ministes will undmake.a mlkﬁrwghn‘fmemlrnullt alrport befoe inaugurating Its first pina.s-e-

Mumbai: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will inaugu-
rate the firal phase of the Na-
viMumbaiInternational Air-
port and fag off the final
streteh of the underground
Metro-3iAqua Line) eorridor
on Wednesday

The Prime Minister will
also launch ‘Mumbai One',
an integrated common mo-
hility app that brings toget-
her o dogen public trans-
port operators (PTOs) un-
deronedigital plaiform,

The Prime Minister will
arrive in Navi Mumbai aro-
unad 3 pm, whiere he will un-
dertake s walkthrough of the
newly built alrport before in
augurating its first phasa
The palice have heaefed up se
curity arrangements for the
VVIP wisit.

A LT66strong force has
been deployed across MNawvi
Mumbal, DCE (zone-2) Amit
Kale snid the police deploy-
ment will consist of eight
DCPs, 14 ACPs, 43 police in
spectors, 122 assistant police
ingpectors and police sub-in-
spectors, and 198 constables,
e s sl ks Tor s,

Built at & cost of Rs 1650
erore, the alrport's initial
phasecomprises asingle run-
way and one terminal buoil

Happiest moment, say kin of

Mumbai: As the Navi Mumibal International Alrport is =6 (o
be inacgurated on Wadnesday, it will be the “happiest” occa-
shon for the family of late Peasants and Workers Party (FWP)
leader D B Patil, whose name it will bear

Chief minister Devendra Fadnavis last week made it elear
that the airport will named sfter Dinkar Balu Patil, who bscre
dited with ensuring that project-affected persons inthe region
recobved rightful compensation when the planned city of Navi
Mumbaicame up. “When we heard about this, it was the happi-
eat momentof our whaole Hife, for my wife, son Anoopand all our
family,™ Atul Patil, son of the late leader said on Tuesday.

“When chiel minister Devendra Fadnavis announeed it of-
ficially that no name other than that of D B Patil will be used,
anil he had spoken to the Prime Minister and finalised it, our
Joy Knew no bounds,” Al Patil said,

Beaides champloning the rights of the local peopleover the
Ir land and fghting for thedr compensation, Parll was also
known for his efforts to stop female foeticide, said his son.en

ding capable of handiing 20
million passengers annually

Commercial fight opern
tions are expected to com-
mence in Dee, fnally bring-
ing reliel to the overburde-
ned clty mirpartand fulfilling
a decades-long demand for a
seeond aviation hub serving
the metropolitn reglon

He will also flag off the fi-
nal phase of the Metroe-3 cor
ridor botween Acharvn Atre
Chowk and Cuffe Parade

which shill complete the 335
km underground route lin-
ling Aaroy-JV LK to Cuffe Pa
rade. The line will open to
commuters from Ol 9, opera-
ting from 555 am to 1030 pm.

The Mumbal One app will
bz a common platform for
Metro lines1, 24 7 and 3, mo-
narall, Navl Mumbal Maetra,
the suburban railway and
major bus undertakings
BEST. TMT, MEMT, KDMT.
and NMMT e
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Posing as
customs, 3
T2 staffers

extort flyers

Abmed. Ali@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Three emplovees
of Mumbai International
Airport Ltd (MIAL), includ-
ing an executive officer,
have beendetained foralleg-
edly extorting money from
flvers at the city airport by
posing as customs officials.

Sources said the three
used to stop passengers ar-
riving by international
flights at T2 terminal's de-
parture hall after they clear-
ed customs checks, examine
their bagegage illegally and
demand money and valua-
bles. Fearing harassment,
some flyers allegedly paid
bribes or offered expensive
gifts. The fraud was exposed
after a passenger, who was
not carrying any dutiable
goods, filed a complaint
about being harassed by
them despite clearing cus-
toms checks. CCTV footage
confirmed the allegation.

On Monday, the three
were caught by Mumbai cus-
toms zone-3's alr intelli-
genceunitwhile trying to ex-
tort money from another
flyver: Their homes were
searched. Since imperson-
ation and extortion fall out-
side customs’ jurisdiction,
the case was to be handed
over to airport police. Plans
foran FIR were underway.

“The prosecution of
these three will serve as a
deterrent against corrup-
tion and fraudulent activ-
ities by airport personnel,”
said an official.
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CAN THERE BE COASTAL RD-BKC-AIRPORT TUNNEL?
FEASIBILITY FOR NEXT MEGAPROJECT BEING STUDIED

Bids have been invited to prepare a
detailed project report and feasibili-
ty study for a tunnel road corridor
to link the Sea Link at Worli with
BKC's upcoming bullet train termi-
nus and the airport’s Terminal 2.
Manthan K Mehta reports

MOBILITY BLUEPRINT

The project is part of MMRDA's long-
term mobility blueprint integrating
road and rail systems. It aims to
reduce travel bottlenecks and improve
access to key business hubs. The
Integrated Tunnel Road System will be
developed in three phases

TUNNEL PROJECT

Alignment (Phase 1) | From Sea Link
at Worli to BKC, connecting further to
the bullet train terminus and T2

Pic for mepresentation

3 Terminal 2
£ ~ ®

Rationale | To reduce congestion on Western EXPECTED BENEFITS  Tender scope

=i viepale Express Highway, Kalanagar Junction and BKC, 20 minutes will be trave] | Consultant
@) ﬁ-" CSMIA : Ghatkopar While improving integration with the Coastal Road time between Worli to_exarnlne .
=! =1 ~ and metro corridors and the airport allg?mﬁn_t nri'utmns.
) L ; P eotechnica
i"“c_.-- ( Implementing agency MMRDA ) Enﬁga?ﬁ:&?ﬁgﬁmﬁ'ﬁ Eunditims
f Development phases and bullet train terminus Status
2 ” : . : ion Bids invited;
) Phase || 16km Sea Link-BKC-Bullet Train-Airport | > Reduced vehicular pollution °%* tHC S5
Chembur  jaop (2+2 lanes). Consultant to prepare and fuel consumption zgh;gﬁ]sé{:l et
techno-economic feasibility report and DPREZTRY | > Enhanced east-westand ~ SC1oCL = S ks
Estimated cost | 724,000cr / . ! north-south connectivity RGN e
Phase Il | 10km east-west connectivity (2+2 lanes) For the future, a separate tunnel may be
Phase 11l | 44km north-south link (3+3 lanes) considered from Chembur to the BKC

connecting major business districts with suburban | Bullet Train terminal. Mumbai is poised to truly
areas and the airport for seamless citywide travel | become an international city —aw musos ormcia
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Al flight gets
suspected
bird hit

CHENNAI, Oct 7: Suspect-
ed bird strike on Tuesday
caused an “impact” on the en-
gine blade of an Air India fight
bemg operated between Chen-
nai and Colombo and work 1s
on to ascertam the exact cause
of the damage, officials said.

The crew of the Al flight
bound to Colombo from Chen-
na reported a suspected bird
strike. On its landing in the Sri
Lankan capital, engineers found
no damage and green signalled
the arrcraft’s return journey to
Chennai. Engineers here ex-
amined the engine agan and
found an “impact,” A India au-
thonties clarified. “The flight
crew of Al 273 reported a
suspected bird strike. After
landing at Colombo, the en-
gineers who mspected the
anrcraft found no damage, and
the aircraft was cleared for
operation,” an Al spokesper-
son said.— PTI
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DGCA fines IndiGo for
lapses in pilot training

Bangalury: The Derectorate
General of Civl Aviation
(DGCA) has imposed a fine of
72 millica an indiGo far failing
to use “gualihed simulators™
far pilot |r.'|ir||r|gI at Cat claly ] C
airports, the company said on
Wednesday. It said that it waill
contest the penalty, declared in
DGCA's Septernber 26 order.
The asrhnss added that there s
na material impact from the
order on its hnancials, s

IndiGo starts flights from
Mumbai ta Copenhagen

Mew Deelbic (ndiGo on

Wednesday commanced flights
from Mumbai to Copenhagen,
the capital of Denmark
Copenhagen is IndiGo’s 44th
srternational and 138th
destination overall. The
services to Copenhagen will be
operated three times a wesk sm
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Air India enters into
interline partnership
with STARLUX Airlines

Alir India has entered into an interline par-
mership with Talwans STARLUX Airines.
“Through this partnership, Air India custo-
mers will be able to access Taipel via Air Ind-
ia’s Southeast Asia gateways, namely Hong
Kong, Bangkok, Singapore, Ho Chi Minh Ci-
ty, and Kuala Lumpur,” the aidine said.
Under an interline agreement, passengers
can book connecting flights across different
airlines under a single itinerary. PTI
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M British Airways to Add
aNew DelhiFlightin'26

MUBMBAI British Alrways
H will add a third daily flight
berweon London Heathrow

and Delhl in 2026, pending
regulatory and capacity approvals, as
part of its plan to expand operations in
Irsdia. The announcement came during
the UK government's “Britain Means
Business” trade mission to India, led by
Prime Minister Keir Stanmer. The
airline will alsa reintroduce its first
cabinon Mumbal flights this month
and deploy its latest club suite busi
ness class on all five Indian routes by
the ersd of 2026, British Airways CEQ
Sean Doyle said the carrier sees sirong
growth potential in India as trade and
travel ties deepen. —Owr Bureau
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DGCA penalises
IndiGo for lapses
in pilot training

INTERGLOBEAYIATION, PAR-
ENT ofaldine lisdiGo, hasbeen
fined by the aviation regulator
for failing to use "gualified
smula rnr:;'inrrllnr trm ning at
Category C airports, the com
parsysaid an Wedfesday

The dirctomte general of
civilaviation (DGCA) mpssed a
120 akhpenattyinits Septem
ber 26 order, which the com-
pany sad it will contest There is
no material impact from the
onder on the airline’s finan
clals, operations or other act v
ities, the company added,

—REUTERS
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Fine imposed by
DGCA on IndiGo over
lapse in pilot training

In T lakh. The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
[DGCA) has imposed a 120

lakh penalty on indiGo for allegedly failing
tix wse qualified simulators for pilat training
at Categary C aerodromes. The airling's
parent company, InterGlobe Aviation Ltd,
said it is contesting the order. an
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British Airways to launch third

daily London-Delhi flight

British Airways announced a third daily Higit
berween London Heathrow and Delhi from next
yeqr, as it flew into the national capital with 130
top LK, CEOs and senior government ministers
on its chartered flight as part of a trade mission
accompanying UK. Prime Minister Keir Starmer
here on a two-day visit. In a press statement, the
airline said it will also look for further growth
apportunitics in the country as trade between
the UK. and India expands.
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IndiGo launches flights to
Copenhagen from Mumbai

IndiGo on Wednesday launched flights from
Mumbai to Copenhagen in Denmark, its third
destination in Europe this yvear, which it will
serve thrice a week. In July, the airline made a big
entry into western Europe with non-stop flights
to Amsterdam and Manchester, Unial July, it was
only fiying to Istanbul in Turkey and Thilisi in
Georgia within the continent, CEO Pieter Elbers
termed the Copenhagen flight the airline’s
“strategic gateway™ 1o the Nordic region.
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India fines IndiGo over alleged
lapses in pilot training

InterGilobe AFETGEH. parent
of airline IndiGo, has been
fined by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
for allegedly failing to use
“gualified simulators™ for
pilot training at Category C
airports, it said on Wednes-
day. The DGCA imposed 2 120 Llikh penalty inits 26 Sep-
tember order, which the firm said it will contest REUTERS
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‘No dirty business”: Aviation minister
clears air on Air India crash probe

5 LALITHA i NewDehi

CIVIL Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naldu said there was no
o pulat fon or dirty business
involved in the probe being cor
ried out by the Aireralt Aecel
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) into the erash of the Air
India plane at Ahmedabad. He
refrained from specilying any
time frame for the submission
of the fnal probe report.

Respomding to queriss regaml-
ing theongoing probe from new
spersans after the launeh of the
bookk, 2Above and Beyond - ex-
ploring the amazing world of
aviation', penned by Shiv Ku
miar Mohanka, CISF DIG, Hy-
derabad airport, Naidu said,
“There is no manipulation or
any dirty business happening
with the investipations, It is a
very clean and very thorough
process that is being done ac-
cording to the rulss”

The erash on June 12this vear
resulied In the death of 260 peo
ple. The preliminary probe re-
poet which polnted to hiuman
error invited a volley of criti-
cism from pilot organisations as
well as the father of Capiain
Sumeet Sabharwal, Pushkar
Raj Sabharwal

To a query on when the re-

port 18 Hkely to beout, the Min-
ister said it would take some
time, “We do not want to pres
sure them into lssuing & hasty
report.” He also called for pa-
tience from all untl] the fAnsl
repart is made public

On the recent incident in
which the Ram A lr Turblne was
auto deploved on the Alr India
Anmritsar-Birmingham Mighton
Oetoberd, Maldusald the DGCA
wias carrving out & thorough
probe to identify the root cause
of lt. “Once we get to under
stiand the root cause, then we
are going to reach out to the
stakeholders and the Original
Egquipment Manuset urers. We
are poing to doa thorough study
on this" he added.

More airports to
have Udan Yatri
cafes, flybraries

3 LALITHA & New Detd

THE pocket frisndly Udan Yatri
caflé, which permiis the com-
monor to enjoy beverages and
snacks at airports without
burning a hole in one’s pocket.
will be establiched &t more alr-
puorts in the country In foture,
said Civil Aviation Minister
Rarnmohan Nabdu.

Similardy, the Flybrary con-
cept inside flights and airports.
which fneilitates frse aecess 10
books, would also he extended,
T said

Dedivering a tall after launch
ing the book, Above aml Bevond

exploring the amazing workd
of Aviation' authored by the
DIG, CISF, Hyderabad alrport.,
Shiv Kumar Mohanka, Naidu
aald, “A cup of e ks avallable
Inside an alrport for 710, while
a cup of coffee or samoza is
priced at 220. The prices nt
Uidan Yatr] café are even lesser
than the cost of items at rail
wiy sindlons, "
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Al 171 crash probe: Minister dismisses manipulation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
r New Dahi

As debates intensify over the
investigation into the Junea 12
Air India Flight 171 crash,
which clalmed 260 lives,
Civil Aviation Ministar K
Rarmmohan Naldu reassured
that the probe is proceeding
with utmost transparency
and Integrity

Addressing concerns
raised by pllot unions and
famlily members of the
victims, Maidu dismissed
allegations of any *manipu-
lation or dirty business” in
the Alrcraft Accldent
Investigation Bureau's (AAIE)
ongoing Inquiry. Speaking at
a book launch event in the
Capital, he sald, “We must
wialt for the final AAIB report
to understand exactly what
happened. The Investiga-
tlon Is a very clean and
thorough process conduct-
ed strictly according to

Thiewreckage of the crashed Alir India Fliight 171

the rules.”

The minister also cau-
tizned against rushing the
process, emphasising that
undue pressure to expedite
the report could undermine
Its thoroughness.

The tragedy ranks among

India's deadllest awviation
accidents.

The AAIB's praliminary
report, released on July 12,
highlighted a critical issue:
fuel supply to both engines
was cut off within a one-
second Interval, causing

confusion In the cockplt
Audio from the cockpit volce
recorder revealed one pliot
guestioning the other about
the fuel cut, with the latter
denylng responsibility.
However, the [nvestiga-
tion has faced pushback.
The Federation of Indlan
Pilots (FIR). representing
over 5500 pllots, called for
a Jjudiclal probe on
Septermber 22, alleging the
current inguiry Is “compro-
mised.” In addition,
Pushkara] Sabharwal, father
of Captaln Sumeet
Sabharwal — one of thea
pilots on the ill-fated flight-
has demanded a formal
Governmeant investigation.
He expressed distress
over leaked information
suggesting his son was
under axtreme psychologi-
cal pressure and hinted at
possible suicidal Intentions,
which he vehamaently
denled in a letter to officlals.
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Civil Aviation Minister launches book by CISF officer

PHONEER NEWS SERVICE
1 MNew Delini

A new book titled *Above and
Bayond - Exploring the
Amazing World of Avlation”
authored by Shiv Kumar
Mohanka, DIG, CISF, was for-
mally released on Tuesday
Clvil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapi Ram Mohan Maldu

Addressing the gathering
Ram Mohan Maidu said the
book is llke an encyclopedia
of India’s aviatlon sector, a
rare and remarkable feat.
“It is a speclal moment for
me, as It's uncommon to
come across a book that
captures the entire length
and breadth of aviation, from
the alrside to the terminal
and the landside. DIG
Mohanka has thoughtfully
covered every agency and
individual who contributes
to making aviationwhat [t s
today. The title Above and
Beyond beautifully embodies
the spirlt of India’s aviation
journey,” he said

Mohanka, a well-known
expert In civil aviation, has
captured his experiences in
the sector for over three
decades and has produced
what he calls a *must-carry
far all fllers,” in the country
The 445-page book is a fascl-
nating collectlon of facts and
Ideas, that will not only

axcite you but will also make

you wonder, how little
you know of the various
facets of flying

For Instance, did you know
that our taste buds act differ-
ently at 35000 feat and there-
fore the food cocked for
fliers gat special herbs and
splces to make It compatible.
Did you know that not too

long Into the future we shall
witness vertical takeoff and
landing? Do you know why
Delhl alrport's code |s DEL
while Chennal |s not CHE but
MAA and Itanagar is not ITA
but HGI? How pregnancy or
certain health conditions
Impact your flight experi-
ence, or what simple hacks
can make air travel

smoother? Abowve and
Beyond answers these avery-
day guestions with insight
and charm — blending
avlation facts, personal
anecdotes and expert
perspactives from Mohanka's
three-decade-long service
In the CISF.

Syed Shahnawaz Hussaln,
Former Minister of Clvll

Aviatlon, Government of
India, also lauded the work
saying, “I belleve this book
will serve as the bible inavl-
ation in Indla and beyond.”

The book goes beyond the
glamour of air travel, delving
into the real experlences of
passengers and the chal-
lenges that persist.

Based on a survey of 1,500

flyers, the author identifies
262 recurring Issues, from
service lapses to infrastruc-
ture gaps and simultaneous-
ly offering constructive
insights into how Indla's
aviatlon ecosystem can
evalve further to meet
global standards.

Above and Beyond traces
the evolutlon of alr travel —
from the early days of limited
access to today's era of mass
connectivity.

it explores how advance-
ments In safety, sustalnabil-
ity and service have democ-
ratized flying, turning what
was once a luxury Into a
lifeline for milllons.

Written In an accessible
style, the book serves as
both an Informative guide
and an insplring read for
aviatlon professionals,
tralnees and enthusiasts
allke

“Aviation |s not just about
planes and passengers - It's
about people, precision and
progress. Through this book,
| wanted to demystify flying
and share what happens
behind the scenes — the
unsean coordination, the dis-
clpline and the dreams that
maka every takeoff
possible,” said Mohanka who
s decorated with the
President’s Police Medal for
Meritorlous Service.
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MS Dhoni becomes certified drone pilot,
strengthening ties with Garuda Aerospace

PRONEER NEWS S8RVICE
rn Chenna

Garuda Aerospaca, India's
leading drone manufacturer
announced a significant mile-
stonae as Its brand ambas-
sador and investor, Mahendra
tingh Dhoni, successfully
completed his drone pilot
training at the company's
DGCA-approved Remote Pilot
Training Organization (RPTO)
in Chennai. This achievermant
deepens Dhoni's engage-
ment with Garuda Asrospace
marking his active partici-
pation in the future of avia-
tion technology beyond his
existing roles

The rigorous training
program, which blends com-
prehensive theoretical
ground classes with hands-on
practical sessions on simula-
tors and actual drones, has
revey Officially certified Dhonl
to operate drones. This certi-
fication underscores the
growing importance of
skilled and safe drone oper-
ations in India's expanding
drone ecosystemn and reflects
the company's mission o
transform the nation's tech-
nological landscape.

Agnishwar layaprakash
Founder and CEOQ of Garuda
Aerospace, praised Dhoni's
dedication and quick mastery
of drone piloting skills

%:’} Eafuda

| .

stating, *Having our brand
ambassador and investor
M5 Dhoni, personally
urndergo the training and get
certified as a pilot is a mon-
umental milestone for us
His unwavering belief in ouwr
mission to revolutionise the
drone industry is a massive
source of encouragement for
the entire team.*

Dhoni shared his enthusi-
asm about the accomplish-
ment and his continued part-
nership with Garuda
Aerospace. “I'm proud to
have completed the DGCA
Drone Pilot Certification
Programme with Garuda
Aerospace and look forward
to being part of this exciting
joumey as the drone indusiry

evolves.” Garuda Aerospace
which has trained over 2,500
pilots throwgh its network of
more than 300 Centres of
Excellence in collaboration
with leading educational
institutions, Is pioneering
drone pilot education and
certification in India. The
company holds sic DGCA
approvals and is the first
Indlan drone starlup to
receive dual certifications for
both drone manufacturing
and pilot training.

As drone adoption acceler-
ates across sectors, Garuda
Aerospace's Drone-as-a-
Service (Daa%) model ensures
access bo precise and reliabde
drone technology. [ts “Train
the Trainer® program further
nurtures talent by certifying
Instructors who can guide the
next generation of drone
pilots. Recently, the company
secured 7100 crores In Series
B funding at a $250 million
valuation, led by WCATS and
the Marotam Sekhseria
Family Office, signalling
strong investor confidence in
its vision and keadership.

With M5 Dhonl now offi-
cially a certified drone pilot
Garuda Aerospace is poised
to soar even higher, combin-
ing star power with cutting-
edge innovation to propel
India's drone industry into a
new Bra.
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Aviation Test
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Aviation Test

hen the first flights take off from Navi Mumbai

International Airport (NMIA), India will cross a

significant milestone. For decades, Mumbai's

overstretched airport has embodied both the
dynamism and dysfunction of Indian urban infrastructure: an
essential economic artery struggling to keep pace with growth.
The opening of a second, state-of-the-art airport promises to
ease the strain - but it also exposes the gaps between ambition
and execution that have long defined the country’s
infrastructure story.

The new airport, spread across more than a thousand
hectares, will eventually handle 90 million passengers annually.
This capacity expansion is not just welcome; it is essential.
Indian aviation has grown at a blistering pace over the past few
years, outstripping most regions globally. Airlines have placed
record aircraft orders, and a surge in domestic and international
travel has pushed existing infrastructure to the brink. In this
sense, NMIA is less a bold leap than a necessary catch-up.

Itis also a statement of intent. With two parallel runways, a
fully digital backbone, and partnerships with leading carriers,
the airport has been designed as a hub rather than a mere
transit point. Its location between Asia, Europe, and the United
States gives Mumbai a natural geographical advantage that few
cities can claim. If leveraged well, NMIA could anchor a genuine
South Asian hub, attracting connecting traffic that today flows
through Dubai. Singapore or Doha.

But the runway to that vision is far from clear. The airport’s
location, some 40 kilometres from Mumbai's commercial heart,
is both its strength and its Achilles heel. It offers room to
expand, but reaching it currently involves a two-to-three-hour
road journey from many suburbs.

A direct metro link, critical for seamless transfers between
the old and new airports. will take years to materialise. Interim
solutions like shuttle buses are unlikely to convince
time-pressed passengers making tight connections. Once again,
India is building core infrastructure first and planning last-mile
connectivity later - a sequencing error that has repeatedly
blunted transformative projects.

There are regulatory and operational hurdles too. India’s
airport security and transfer protocols remain cumbersome by
international standards. Passengers moving between domestic
and international flights often have to undergo fresh security
checks, unlike at major global hubs.

Body scanners and modernised procedures could speed up
throughput, but such reforms require both policy change and
cultural shift. Without these, NMIA risks being a high-tech shell
constrained by old rules.

For now, the new airport will relieve Mumbai’s crushing
congestion and give airlines space to grow. But turning it into a
world-class hub will demand much more: faster connectivity,
regulatory modernisation, and strategic alignment between
government and carriers. NMIA is a promising beginning,
Whether it becomes a global aviation gateway depends on what
follows after the ribbon is cut.
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Flights diverted

W NEW DELHI: A5 many as
15 flights were diverted at
Delhi alrport on Tuesday
becanse of heavy rain in
the nadonal capital, ac-
cording to an official. The
officlal sald that of the 15
filghts, 8 were diverted to
Jalpur, 5 to Lucknow and
2 to Chaniigarh. rm
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M DGCA Fines IndiGo for
Lapses in Pilot Training

HEW DELHI The Direc-
torate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has

imposed afine of €20 lakh
onIndiGo for alleged lapses in pilot
training at Category C aerodromes
alrline's parent company, InterGlobe
Aviattan, infermed the stock ex
changes on Wednesday. The DGCA
sald the violatlon was related to the
airline’s failure to use gualified simu-
lators for pilat traianing, whichis
mandatory under aviation safeby
rules, In [tsresponse, IndiGosaid il 15
contesting the DGCA order before the
appellate authority
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Airfares soar 100% ahead of
Diwali despite DGCA orders

Airlines Asked
To Deploy More
Flights For Fete

Sunny.Baski@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Despite instruc-
tions from the Directorate Ge-
neral of Civil Aviation
{DGCA) to increase flight ca-
pacity and cap fares during
the festive season, airfares
skyvrocketed by nearly 100%
ahead of Diwali, leaving pas-
sengers frustrated.

Between Oct 17 and 18, just
days before Diwali (Oct 21 and
22, ticket priceson severalro-
utes from Hyderabad to ma-
jorcities suchas Delhi, Kolka-
ta, Nagpur, Patna, Guwahati,
Jaipur, and Chandigarh near-
lv doubled compared to regu-
lar fares. For instance, routes
such as Hyderabad-Nagpur
and Hyderabad-Kolkata,
which usually cost between
5,000 and ¥7,000, are now sel-
ling for 12,000 to ¥17,000. Si-
milarly, flights between Hyde-
rabad and Delhi, which typi-
cally cost 6,000 to T9,000, have
surged to 79,000 to 19,000,

The DGCA ismandated by
the ministry of civil aviation

» DGCA directed airlines to
cap fares & increase flight
capacity for the festive
5EAS0N

o Despite this, airfares
jumped nearly 100% ahead
of Diwali (Oct 17-18)

FARES BURN DIWALI TRAVEL PLANS

e DGCA also directed airlines
to add over 1,700 additional
flights to meet festive demand
® DGCA in |ts staternent
earlier said it will maintain
strict oversight on fares and
capacity

o Surge seen on key routes
from Hyderahad to Delhi,

to keep a watch on airfares,
especially during the festive
season, and take appropriate
measures in caseof asurgein
prices. Accordingly, the
DGCA took up the issue with
airlines and asked them to
augment flight capacities for
the festive season by deploy-
ing additional flights to meet
high demand. In response,
airlines informed the DGCA
thatthey are adding over1,700
flights. “The DGCA will ma-
intain rigorous oversight of

» Passengers frustrated as
sky-high airfares burn festive

airline fares and flight capaci-
ties to protect passengers’ in-
terests during the festive sea-
son,” said the statement.

“Diwali marks one of the
peak travel seasons in India,
resulting in an unpreceden-
ted surge in demand. It beco-
mes difficult for airlines to
restrict fares during this pe-
riod, as majority of flights
operate at full capacity,” said
Moez Meghani, founder of
Max Travels and an expert in
the travel industry

SCR to run 900
special trains

Hyderabad: Amid the festi-
ve rush, the South Central
Railway (SCR) has announ-
ced the operation of over 900
special trains in Oct to cater
to passengers travelling for
Diwali and Chhath Puja.

These special services
were being planned to con-
nect destinations, including
Santragachi, Hazrat Niza-
muddin, Raxaul, Guwahati,
Dehradun, Dhanbad, Ho-
wrah, and Shirdi. In fact, fa-
resin the special trains were
also higher compared to re-
gular services. Ty

He added that airfares fol-
low a dynamic pricing model,
which means ticket costs in-
crease as seats fill up and the
date of travel nears.

Passengers were shocked
to see airfares double ahead
of Diwall. "I usually pay
7,000 for a Hyderabad-Jaipur
ticket, but this time, the fare
shot up to #5,000,” said Abhi-
jit Agarwal, who works in a
private bank. “WhenItried to
book atrainticket, most hada
long waitinglist,” he added.



	HU-CH-8 OCT.jpg
	AU DL 09OCT2025.JPG
	BL DL 9OCT2025.JPG
	BS DL 9OCT2025.jpg
	BS DL 9OCT2025A.JPG
	DBU DL 09OCT2025.jpg
	DJ  DL 09OCT2025.jpg
	DJ RS 09OCT2025.JPG
	ET DL 9OCT2025.JPG
	FE DL 9OCT2025.JPG
	FE DL 9OCT2025A.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-8 OCT.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-8 OCT-A.JPG
	HB DL 09OCT2025.jpg
	HH DL 09OCT2025.JPG
	HINDU DL 9OCT2025.jpg
	HT DL 9 OCT 2025 A.JPG
	HT DL 9 OCT 2025.jpg
	HT-PAT-8 OCT.jpg
	IE DL 9OCT2025.jpg
	IE DL 9OCT2025A.jpg
	IE DL 9OCT2025B.jpg
	JS DL 09OCT2025.JPG
	MINT DL 9OCT2025.jpg
	MP DL 9OCT2025.jpg
	NBT  DL 09OCT2025.JPG
	PIO DL 9OCT2025.jpg
	RP DL 08OCT2025.JPG
	ST DL 9OCT2025.JPG
	TOI DL 9 OCT 2025.jpg
	TOI-AHM-8 OCT.JPG
	TOI-BAN 8 OCT.JPG
	TOI-MUM 8 OCT.JPG
	TOI-MUM-8 OCT-A.JPG
	TOI-MUM-8 OCT-B.JPG
	AT-GUA-8 OCT.JPG
	AU DL 09OCT2025.JPG
	BL DL 9OCT2025.JPG
	BS DL 9OCT2025.JPG
	DB DL 09OCT2025.JPG
	DBU DL 09OCT2025.JPG
	DJ RS 09OCT2025.JPG
	DJ RS 09OCT2025A.JPG
	DJ-KAN-8 OCT.JPG
	ET DL 9 OCT 2025.JPG
	FE DL 9OCT2025.JPG
	HINDU DL 9OCT2025.JPG
	HINDU DL 9OCT2025A.JPG
	HINDU DL 9OCT2025B.JPG
	MINT DL 9OCT2025.JPG
	MS DL 8OCT2025.JPG
	PIO DL 8OCT2025.JPG
	PIO DL 8OCT2025A.JPG
	PIO DL 8OCT2025B.JPG
	RP DL 08OCT2025.JPG
	ST DL 8OCT2025.JPG
	ST-KOL-8 OCT.JPG
	TG KOL-8 OCT.JPG
	TOI DL 9 OCT 2025 A.JPG
	TOI-HYD-8 OCT.JPG

