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Design glitch

delays Trichy

airport's new
ATC tower

Deepak Karthik
Atiresofindiz.com
Trichy: The commission-
ing of & new air trallic oon
trol (ATC) tower at Trichy
International Alrport has
hit a8 major roadblock, as
some erucial areas near the
ranwiay are not visible from
the upcoming tower Afr
ports Authority of Indin
(AAl} is now planming to
modily work in the new tow
er by increasing its height
marginally for better visibil-
ity and safe aircraft move

mient

The eighl-Ooor ATC
hlock and four-floor techni-
cal bocks sanctioned af
60,7 crore wers proposed to
be banile at 46m (15111 all,
providing a 360-degree view
of theairport and both ends
aof the runway. The
er to replace the 6
exlsting ATC towir was to be
completed by Sept and com-
milssioned in Dec

Sources said the ATC
block was designed before
Ehie tew passenger terminal
came up, =0 the risk of the
beklding bocking the tow
riew may have been mis-
hey aleosaid the rum-
way expansion and land ac-
quisition plans were likely
not factored in when fixing
the tower's height.

“The plan has not been £
nalised. A no objection cer-
ilfessted Mol rom owr head-
gquarters in New Delhi is
swalred, We will try 1o com-
misskon the new ATC o
hefore Jan 2026," Gnaneswa-
ra Rao, Trichy alrport dinec.
tor, told TOIL Rao said interi-
arwork 15 srill progressing
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D2Cbusinesses wﬂl be a pillar of growth for GMR airports: Chairman

.lneuh Phadnis
Murmbai

Direct-to-consumer  (D2C)
busincsses will be a signific-
ant pillar of GMR Airport
Ltd's (GAL) prowth, said its
Chairman GM Rao in the

company's latest  annual
report.
GME Group runs sirports

in Delhi, Hyderabad and
Goa, which collectively ac-

counted for 27.5 per cent of
all passenger c in India
m FY2ZS,

Mon-seronautical  busi-
nesses, such s retall, F&B
and duty free, which were
* run scparately at each air-
port, are being consolidated

Jranrsvors

TAKING WINGS. GMR runs airports in Delhi, Hyderabad and
Goa, which accounted for 27.5% of the passenger traffic in Fy25

in a single platform at the
group level GAL took over
the duty free business at
Delhi airport in July after se-
cuning concession  rights,
and it will assume control of
duty free business in Hyders-

bad in the second quarter of
FY265,

CARGO TERMINAL

Similarly, GAL has assumed
charge of the CATED
terminal at Delhi airport fol-

I the rovocation of
Turkish firm Celebi's secur-
ity approval. “The benefits of
these developments will be-
gin to reflect from the next
financial year as we add more
revenue streams and drive
substantial expansion in the
company’s overall revenues
and profitability. Looking
ghead, these D2C businesses
arc set to become an increas-
ingly significant pillar of
GAL's growth trajectory,”
said Rao.

Thus, the consolidation of
the duty free business will
result in hicher volumes and
better vields due to econom-
ies of scale. It is expected to
bring efficiency in procure-
ment, reduce marketing ex-

penses and gencrate better
value. The company hopes
these will improve its cash
flarars and creditworthiness.

Ongping  initistives  are
alrezdy yielding results for
the group, “Owver the past
two to three vears, our cost
of debt has decreased by
more than 3.5 per cent, re-
flecting the growing confid-
ence in our creditworthi-
ness,” said Rao.

NET DEET

As of June-end, GAL had a
consolidated net debt of
132,900 crore. On @ stan-
dalone basis, the company’s
net debt was 5,900 crove
(Om the airport development
side, GMR Group cxpects to

commence  operations  at
three airports in the next two
vears, It plans to take over
operations of Nagpur airport
in the current fiscal. Around
69 per cent of work at
Bhogapuram  airport  was
completed by March-end.
“Although the original
commissioning timeline was
set for December 2026, the
ool s indicates we
Era: wdfr;%‘r:;d{ to deliver
the project significantly
earlier,” said Rao. “On the in-
ternational front, the con-
struction of Crete airport, in
Heraklion, Greece, is also ad-
vancing steadily, This world-
class facility is currently
scheduled to be commis-
sioned by February 2027.7
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SUPREME C CASE DIARY

DIAL Challenges HC
Order Directing
GMR Chairman to
Vacate Residence
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Al A320 incident probe
reveals damage to jet,
airport infrastructure

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An Air India Airbus
A320 with 182 people on board
sustained damage after veering off
therunway while landing at Mum-
bai airport in heavy rain on July 21,
before recovering tothe centreline
and taxiing to the bay, a prelimi-
nary investigation report by the
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) stated.

The AAIB, which is probing the
incident, said that Cockpit Voice
Recorder (CVR) and Flight Data
Recorder (FDR) data of the aircraft
were being analysed, along with
the tech log, pre-departure report
(PDR), weather data and damage
reports. The report released on
Monday evening said that even
while no person on board was
injured, the aircraft and airport
infrastructure suffered damage.

The incident took place after
the flight departed Cochin at
7.30am with a take-off weight of
67.7 tonnes and 8,500kg of fuel on
board. According to the prelimi-
naryreport, the aircraft, operating
as Al 2744 from Cochin, touched
downon the rightedge of Runway
27 at 9.27 am and rolled into the
grassy shoulder and continued
along the grass before rejoining
the paved surface near the runway
intersection. Despite the excur-
sion, the aireraft later taxied under
its own power to the bay and
parked normally.

The investigators noted that
weather conditions were poor at
the time of landing. Visibility was
reported at 1,200 metres with
thunderstorms and rain over the
airfield. Meteorological data con-

A IR

The damaged cowling of the
Air India Airbus A320.

firmed scattered clouds at low lev-
els and cumulonimbus activity,
the report said.

Theinitial assessment revealed
main wheels 2, 3, and 4 were
found deflated. Besides this, the
engine 2's cowling was damaged,
with foreign objects ingested into
its bypass section, grass was
lodged in both main and nose
landing gears, as well as in the
belly area of the aircraft and that
theaft cargo panel fairing was also
damaged, the reports said.

Theinvestigatorsalso specified
in the report that the runway
excursion caused collateral dam-
age at the airport: three runway
edge lights, two taxiway lights and
two exit signboards, were dam-
aged and had to be repaired before
the runway was reopened.

The report stated that both
pilots had valid medical clearances
and licences, and their duty times
complied with flightduty time lim-
itations. Breath-analyser (alcohol)
tests conducted before and after
the flights were found to be nega-
tive.

9 SEPTEMBEER 2025
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Darbhanga airport expansion
plan gets :245-cr funding boost

Bishnu K Jha

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

DARBHANGA: Efforts to upgrade
Darbhanga airport to interna-
tional standards have gained
momentum, with the entire
sanctioned amount of ¥245
crore for land acquisition now
made available to the district
administration.

District magistrate Kausal
Kumar confirmed that the
amount would be transferred to
the district’s Personal Deposit
(PD) account. “F10 crore has
already been received, and the
remaining funds will arrive by
Monday. Once received, com-

pensation for 90 acres of land
required for runway extension
will be disbursed to the respec-
tive landowners without delay,”
he said.

Airport director Naveed
Nazim said the Instrument
Landing System (ILS) had been
made operational since July this
year. He added that work was
underway to install the CAT II
lighting system on 24 acres of
land, which would significantly
improve flight operations during
low-visibility conditions, down
to 400 metres.

The CAT II guidance and con-
trol system at Darbhanga Air
Force Station is being imple-

mented under the Modernisa-
tion of Airfield Infrastructure
{MAFI-2) scheme to enable safe
landings in adverse weather.
While the Indian Air Force (IAF)
has already installed CAT II
approach lights up to 300 metres
on its land, civil operations
require 900 metres. To bridge
the gap, IAF has agreed to
extend the system by installing
lights on an additional 600
metres through its MAFI vendor,
M/fs Tata Advanced Systems
Limited (TASL). Officials said
boundary wall construction for
the project was expected to be
completed by the end of this
maonth.
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15 Mum airport officials

ManjuV@E@timesofindia.com

forced to quit for theﬁ _

Mumbai: Oil bottles and coc-
onuts — items that are confis-
cated during the airport secu-
ritv check, have, in a twist of
fate, ended up becoming ‘dan-
gerous goods’ for over 15 sen-
ior officials of Mumbai Inter-
national Airport Ltd (MIAL)
as they have lost their jobs for
taking these goods for person-
al use, said aviation sources.
Last month, MIAL mana-
gement allegedly forced over
15 middle management offici-
als to resign for having pock-
eted these security restricted
articles (SEA). These goods
were marked for disposal.
SRA items are objects su-
ch as knives, batteries, toys,
cello tape, chilli, lighters, e-
cigarettes, coconuts, oil, and
s0 on, which are banned in
the passenger cabin and he-
nee confiscated from flyers.
The resignations happe-
ned from Aug 1, after MIAL's
HR department confronted
the officials with CCTV foota-
ge taken in previous months.
Some of the officials TOI spo-
ke to claimed they were given

The resignations happened from
Aug 1 after MIAL confronted the
officials with CCTV footage

two choices, either submit a
resignation right away or fa-
cetermination. Among those
who lost their jobs were offi-
cials from the terminal oper-
ations department such as se-
nior duty terminal officer, du-
ty terminal manager, deputy
manager & senior executive,

“There was no clear com-
munication about the strict
policy for such disposals, We
assumed taking an SRA item
wouldn't be a major violati-
on. For vears now, none of the
bosses bothered with them. It
wasmore of anuisance,” said
an officials who resigned.
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IGIA’s main runway
may be operational
from next Tuesday

New Delhi: All the four airstrips of IGI
Airport could be operational next Tues-
day when runway 28/10, which was closed
earlier this year for instrument landing
system upgrade, is expected to be back in
service. Delhi International Airport Ltd
(DIAL) conducted a safety assessment on
the runway and will submit its documents
to the Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion. “Runway 28/10 is expected to be avail-
able for operations from Sept 16. The no-
tice to airmen (for its closure) is till Sept
15,” said a senior official.

With all four runways operational, the
airport can handle upto 86 flights an hour.
With its three terminals, Delhi Airport on
an average handles about 2 lakh passen-
gers and 1,400 flights daily. Tnn
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TN man enters airport with cancelled ticket, booked

Chaithanya.Swamy

@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: A 44-year-old
man was arrested at Kempe-
gowda International Airport
(KIA)recently for attempting
to enter the departure area
with a cancelled ticket.
Althaf Hussain, a resi-
dent of Vandipettaivillage in
Tamil Nadu, was stopped by a
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) officer at Termi-
nal 2's departure gate no. 3 on
the night of Sept4. According
to police, Hussain attempted
to exit the departure gate but

During interrogation, Hussain and his relatives
allegedly threatened the KIA police officers,
stating they would complain to human rights
bodies for detaining him late at night. They also
accused the officials of negligence for allowing
his entry into the airport in the first place

failed to provide a valid reason
when questioned. On inspec-
tion, officials found that he
was carryving a passport and a
ticket for a Gulf Air flight to
Bahrain, which had been can-
celled two days prior to his in-
tended travel date.

Upon further questio-
ning, Hussain admitted that

theticket had been booked for
himself, his wife, and child.
He cancelled it after deciding
to stay in India for a few more
days. He later arrived in
Bengaluru with his family
and entered the airport by
showing the ticket at the ent-
rance, He is said to have pas-
sed multiple security checks

using the ticket, intending to
accompany his wife to the ga-
te before returning.

Police counselled the fa-
mily, explaining that ente-
ring the departure area wit-
hout a valid ticket and a boar-
ding pass is a violation of air-
port security protocols.
However, Hussain remained
defiant and issued threats,
prompting CISF to file a case,

A senior officer said Hus-
sain works as a sales executi-
ve in Bahrain while his wife
isemployed as adomestic hel-
per. Hussain was arrested
and later released on bail.
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Nair hosp, airport get
fake threats; 2 held for
hoax about 34 bombs

ness. In 2023, a friend, Firoz

V Narayan & Advitya Bahl | tan

Mumbai/Noida: Amid Gan-
pati festivities, hoax bomb
threats were sent to govt-run
Nair hospital and the city air-
port over the weekend. Police
have lodged non-cognisable
complaints in both cases.

The threats came on the
heels of traffic police’'s helpli-
nereceivingamessage on Fri-
day that 34 “human bomhs”
had been planted in the city. A
Sl-year-old astrologer from
Noida has been arrested by
Mumbai  police’s crime
branch for allegedly sending
that threat to take revenge on
aformer friend in Bihar

An Agripada police officer
said an email warning of
bombs was sent to Nair hospi-
tal's dean around 11pm on Sa-
turday. The hospital admini-
stration and police responded
swiftly “The bomb detection
and disposal found no suspi-
cious object or evidence of ex-
plosives. Police are trving to
track down the source of the
email,” said the officer.

Thecity airport received a
similar email a day prior. Sa-
har police found that threat to
he fake, too.

Police said the suspect in
the hoax human bombs case,
Ashwini Kumar, moved to Noi-
da from Patna five vears ago
and set up an astrology busi-

Ahmed. hadfiledacheating ca-
se against him in Bihar's Phul-
warisharif, following which he
spent four months injail.

Nursingadeepgrudgeand
looking for an opportunity to
hit back, Kumar allegedly
sentathreat message to Mum-
bai traffic police with Firoz's
name on it, warning that 34 i-
ve bombs were planted across
the eity and 14 terrorists from
Pakistan had infiltrated the
country. The message, sent
from a WhatsApp number
that had Firoz's photo, clai-
med theattacks could impact1
crore residents. Kumar had
recently purchased the SIM.

During Kumar's arrest
from his home, police recove-
red seven mobile phones, three
SIM cards, an external SIM
slot device, six memory cards
and four SIM holders, which
he had used to mask his identi-
ty. Preliminary interrogation
revealed that Kumar had no
link toany terrorist group. The
crime branch also arrested a
28-year-old man who allegedly
provided Kumar his Aadhaar
card to buy the SIM that was
used tosend the threat.

Kumar lived with his reti-
red parents, while his wife and
three children have been resi-
ding separately following a do-
mestic dispute. Neighbours
described him asarecluse.
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Air cargo demand up in July

Global air cargo demand grew 5.5 per cent in_luly. Most major
trade fanes reported growth, with one significant exception:
Asia-Morth America, where demand was down 1 per cent
year-pn-year, said the International Air
Transpart Association (IATA), which
represents some 350 airfines comprising
over B0 per cent of global air traffic.

A sharp decline in e-commerce, after
W the US de minimis exemptions on small
shipments expired, was likely offset by
shippers frantloading gooads ahead of
rising tariffs for imports tothe U

August will likely reveal the impact of shifting US trade
policies. While much attention is on developments in markets
connected to the US, it isimportant to keep a broad
perspective on the global network. A ifth of air cargo travets
onthe Europe-Asia trade lane, which marked 2% manths of
consecutive expansion with 13.5 per cent year-on-year growth
in July, said Willie Walsh, |ATA's Director General




reara fas
AIRPORTS AU HC‘HH Y OF iNLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE

DELHT

8 SEPTEMBER 2025

‘Air travel demand
bounced back
sharply in August’

e
Rohit Waid
M Dl

1isla’s alr travel demand les
rebounded snce Au-
saiid Group CEQ
ﬁcﬂqm%ngrﬁatme
anline travel sgeney remaln
cuutiously optimistic abour
the long-term growth of the
country's aviation sector,
“Indtn fs structurally a
very strong market for
growth. Alr travel penerra-

ﬂuuiuhwm:hm-‘r'pﬁrmm
compared to China ar ahour
37 per cent and the US ar
about 3 per cent” Bajpal
told by sitresstine.
“Hence, we remain ca-
tlously optimistic abour the
ofthe Indlm aviation
sector, In the long term, we
continue w expect the In-
dimn aviation sector to frow
11-12 per cent annually,

GOVT POLICIES

He sald recent governmsnt
policy measures may further
encoursge air fravel.

“The GST Council's re-
cent reforms are a gi ant
atep for boosting domestic
tourism, By lowering GST
rales o0 d:r.-m—da'. cof-
sumprion for the ‘middle
clags, the government has ef-
fectivedy MOEE  MOney
Ehn:k o kets of con-
sumars, enabling them o
H ot d.uu:.wumar:.l -
E-E:'rll‘l&i such as mravel,” sald
Bajpai

“The GST reforms on has-
pitalicy for the budges and
mid-market categoey [below
BTS00 room mc1 will
ks many domestic destin-
ations competitive and o
pealing to both damn-:r.i.ca.n];
entermationsl visinorm,

Bajpal sald recent disrup-
'ﬁlm ted the rravel

Y Erent Wiys.
“0 ion Sindoeor and

the AL-171 cﬂ.ﬂtmmgumn]v
impacted demand, while the

diosere of Middle East ale-
space impacted adriine capa-
ey Alr Indis groundsag
about 15 per cent of its fleex
for checks also led to capa-
city shortages through mdd-
July. As o resulr, berwees

mid-Tune and mid-Toly, daily
senger numbers dipped
low 400,000 ar imes,”
gald Bajpak

PASSENGER TRAFFIC

According to official dara, [n-
dia's domestic alr passenger
traffic recorded Iis first year-
an decting In several

294
centhn Ju]:( mﬂ 4

Notahly, the fall reflecred
the sessonal slowdowm in
travel demand. Chring recent
teavel mrends, he sald ol
passenger traffic had morm-
alised Lo Angrusr, sided by the
Independence  Day
weekend and eaely fi

Looking shead, he said
m.Lu:‘h of the sector's recov-
depends oo airlines

L;lpudw
o, A Indls and

Akass haveambirious expan-
glon na. Crowth  had
to sdngle digivs best
due 10 ond,

bur we expect dooble-digic
growth I passenger
volumies 1o return,”™ hie sxid.

Bealdes, Baj tied to
A surge &‘!Pﬂwl’ﬂ-“ L)
travel demand.

“Thailand, Indonesia and
Vietnam e seedng strong
growih, helped by relax-
arions and eompetitive pri-
clng. Interestingly, ter-2 to
Imzrnaional C 18 mow
growing faster than ther-1 o
intermarional, driven by
rsing incomes and .I.'I'Elﬂ-
thoms in smaller towns,” he
said

Un the domestie front, he
emphasised Lsdia's low pen-
etration of air truvel 58 o key
driver of long-term growth,
“Once  GOP \ta
mmaﬂuﬂjnﬁm- ﬂﬁls-
cretionary  spending  on
flighes and hotels will mee
further " headded
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SpiceJet completes full payment
of $24 million to Credit Suisse

T
Our Bureau
Badw Dalhe

Budget airline Spiceler on
Moy sabd that it has com-
pleted the full pavment of
224 million ro Credit Sulsse.
Accordingly, the airline has
fulfilled in entirety the terms
of the setrlement agreement
sygnmed berween the two
bes o Mary 2022

Pa{rthu uurk?lﬂieduaumnl'n
long-standing lkabiliry that
pre-dates the tenure of the
alrline’s current promoter,
the airline said.

CLOSING LIABILITY
Aceording to Debojo Mahar-
shi, Chief Business Officer,
Spleedet, “The completion of
this pﬂ}'mu:]ﬁ another m-
[ st CHIF OOINCAR-
mm?m put legacy is-
sues firmby behind us This
settlement not only 3
closure to an old Iiaﬁiubr;'ﬂﬁm
also demonstrates our re-
solve and ability to meet
commitrents despite a chal-
lenging operating
environment.”

“Spiceler today s finan-
cially stronger, more resili-
ent, and fully focused on
growth and proficabilicy”
Maharshi sald

Un the date of the exeeu-
tion of settement agrea-
ment in May 2022, che total

claim of Credit Sulsse or SR
Technics was $41.77 million,
which the les agreed o
serthe for ;:lmll n ina
structured pavment plan.
The law-cost airline said it
continues to take strategic

stepa to strengthen its fiman-
cial position, induding fund-
ralsing  Initiarives, sertle-
ments with major lessors
and creditors, and strategic
expancion of s fleer
and nevwork.

No-frills airline sxrcm: torestart ops
an

of 10 grounded p

—
Press Trost of india
My Dl

Spicelet, which few into the
red in the lune quarter, sxpacts
torestart operations of 10
grounded aircradt by Agril 2006
as maore than half of itz flees:
remarn onthe ground due b
T T

A the endiof the Juns
cuuarter, the no-frills airine had
|ust 21 operational planes out
ofthe S&-=rong flzet Qut of
theoperational sircralt, might
were Bosing 737-B008, s
00 thres Bosing 737-700
and one each of Bosng
37900 and Boking 737 Max,
according toan investar
presentaton,

Atotal of 35 plsheswere on
the ground at the end of the
June guarier The carrier had
5 planes inoperation out of
the&1 st the end of March
125,

es.h}' nest :’Lpril

Spice et waid it will
*ungrownd about W asrcralt by
Baril 2026 inchuding 4-5 in sarky
winter to cater for the peak
demand”.

Among other efforts the
airline has secunedlease
agresmerds for 10 Bosing 737
sircralt on damp | exse and
thoss will be inducted from
October.

Ininadaitg leate, the ledsos
provides the aircraft, along with
the mamtenances, but notthe
crew andrsurance.

“Disciesions are underway
for additional induction of
narrow-body and wids-body
mrcralt during Doiober and
Mervernbes 2005 " it said.
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Aviation Minister Maidu
reviews safety issues

Mewr Deelhi: Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
an Monday held the monthly
review mesting with
representatives of airlines and
discussed Esues pertaining to
safety, fleet performance and
passenger facilitation. The
meeting was also attended by
afficials from the civil aviation
ministry and the Directorate
General of Chvil Aviation. \m
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SpiceJet’s Plans: Get Jets Off Ground,
Induct Planes on Short-term Lease

Plans to get 10 grounded jets into service by April 2026 to ease fleet crunch

Our Bureav

New Delhi: SpiceJet expects to get 10
grounded Boeing planes toservice by
April 2026, which would offer amajor
lifeline to the cash-strapped budget
airline. More than half of SpiceJet's
fleet is currently non-operational
duetolack of spare parts.

The airline said, in an investor pre-
sentation, that out of 56 planes, it
currently has only 21 operational,
while the rest remain grounded. Out
of eight Boeing 737 Max jets, the
most modern aircraft in its fleet, on-
ly one is operational. Rivals IndiGo,
Air India, and Akasa Air have 349,
170, and 30 aircraft flying respective-
Iv. A shortage of planes is hindering
SpiceJet's ability to mount new
flights and intensify its competition
with otherdomesticcarriers. Itisal-
s0 squeezing the airline's operatio-
nal cash flows,

SpiceJet noted that it would in-
duct 10 Boeing 737 aircraft on
short-term lease starting October.

Battles to Stay Aloft
56 planes in 10 Boeing jets
fleet | Only 21 ‘ to be revived
operational by April 2026
$24m dues

7236.6cr

cleared to Credit -
net loss in 01

Suisse (Sept

2025) _ P26
333 cr free

Rivals:

IndiGo 349, Air 'jfr':::nﬂ;

India 170, Akasa

30 aircraft flying il

lecussmnﬂ are alsn on m mduu
more narrowbody and widebody
aircraft during October and No-
vember 2025,

These fleet additions would allow
the carrier to tap a likely increased
travel demand during the festival
and vear-end season, it said.

After raising 3,000 crore last yvear,

Spicedet owner Ajay Singh had sa-
id the carrier would be operating 40
aircraft by March this year, and a
100-aircraft fleet by 2026-end.

However, the plan did not mate-
rialise as projected as the carrier
was unable to get new aircraft
while most of the fresh funding
was used to clear statutory dues.
The airline was let with only 333
crore in free cash as of June-end,
per the presentation.

Spicedet has been trving to settle
with creditors. On Monday, it anno-
unced completing a $24 million pay-
ment to Credit Suisse as part of its
settlement agreed upon in May 2022,

Last week, the airline reported a
consolidated netlossof #236.6crore
in the June quarter.

"Non-operation of certain parts of
the entire aircraft fleet for awaited
maintenance, coupled with airspace
restrictions owing to geopolitical
tensions affected the profitability of
the company during the quarter,” sa-
id Singh, also the airline's chairman
and managing director.
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SpiceJet expects 10
grounded planes in
air by April 2026

FRESS TRUST OF INDHA
Mew Delhi, September &

SPICEIET, WHICH FLEW into
the red in the June guarter,
cxpects torestart opemtionsof
10 grounded aircraft by April
2026 as more than half of its
fleet remains on the ground
duetowvarioos lssues,

Attheend of the June quar
ter, the no-frills aidine had just
11 operational planes out of
the 5 6-sirong fleet. Out of the
opemtional airoraft, eight were
Boeing 73 7-800s,6 Q400s, 3
H-m.-il:l.g T37-700and 1 sachof
Boeing 737-900 and Boeing
737 Max, acoording to an
imvestor presentation.

A total of 35 planes were
on the ground at the end of
the June quarter, The carrier
had 25 planes in operation
out of the 61 at the end of
March 2025,

In the presentation after
announcing the June quarter
results, Spicefer said It will
“unground about 10 aircraft
byApeil 202 6, induding 4-5in
carly winter to cter for the
peak demand ™

Om September 5, the airline
reported a net loss of T238
crore In the three months
ended June, whereas it had a
profit of T150 crore in the
year-ago period.

The budget carrier, which
had been fackg multiple
headwinds, raked In a total

TAKEOFF NEXT YEAR

m At the end of the June
quarter, airline had 21
operational planes out
of the S&-strong flest

mAtotalef  mCarrier
35 planes had 25
wereonthe planesin
ground at operation
the end of out of 41 at
the lune gtr  March-end

Income of T1,190.56 crorein
the June guarter, lower than
206721 crore recorded in
the same period a yearago,

Carrier repays 524mn
to Credit Suisse

Spicefet on Monday said that it
has fully cleared dues of $24
million to Credit Suisse, mark

ing the completion of a settle-
ment  agreement slgned
between the two parties in
May 2022. The payment
resolvesa long-standing [iabil

ity that predates the tenure of
theairline’s cument promoter,
thislow-cost carrier sakd ina fil-
ing withthe BSE. FE BUREAU
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Air India cancels flights

from Mopa to London

B MAJOR SETBACK FOR GOANS, BRITISH TOURISTS
M FLIGHTS WERE TO RESUME FROM OCTOBER 26

THE GOAN | NETWORK
PANAJI

In a major sethack for Goan
emigrants and British tourists,
Air India has excluded Goa
from its Winter 202526
schedule, despite initially
announcing plans to resume
direct flights from Mopa
to London (Gatwick) from
October 26.

In the latest develop-
ment, while Air India has an-
nounced resumption of flights
from Gatwick to Amritsar and
Ahmedabad, bookings for
the Goa-Gatwick sector have
been withdrawn, confirming
the route will not operate this
SEASON.

Air India, currently facing
a shortage of aircraft, was ex-
pected to operate three flights
per week from October 26
from Manohar International
Airport, Mopa — the opera-
tions which have been stalled
since June. In fact, the aitlines
had last month reopened
bookings [or Goa using a Boe-
ing 787-8 Dreamliner for op-
erations on Tuesdays, Fridays

LONDON DREAMS

GROUNDED

B Al withdraws bookings
for Goa-Gatwick sector

B Confirms the route will
not operate this season

B Was expected to operate
three Mopa flights per
week from October 26

AMRITSAR CALLING

"

.
B Ajrlines had last month
reopened bookings for

Goa using a Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner for operations

on Tuesdays, Fridays and
Sundays

Air India has announced the resumption of its direct flight
services from London-Gatwick to Amritsar and Ahmedabad,
strengthening connectivity between the Ul and India. These
routes hold importance as both Amritsar and Ahmedabad
are among the most sought-after destinations for travellers

with family ties in India.

and Sundays.

While cities like Amritsar
and Ahmedabad see strong
demand from visiting friends
and relatives, Goa's seasonal,
leisure-driven traffic has prov-
en harder to sustain.

Chief  Minister Pramod

Sawant and Rajya Sabha MP
Sadanand Tanavade had ear-
lier urged Union Civil Awi-
ation Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu Kinjarapu to reinstate
the suspended direct flight,
highlighting its importance
for Goans traveling to the UK,

particularly for employment.

Tourism Minister Rohan
Khaunte had also got in touch
with Air India which had
assured that the direct flights
from Mopa to Gatwick would
he restored by September-
end.

The direct Hights, which
had commenced in  July
2023, had been suspended in
June 2025, following the Ah-
medabad plane crash.

Leader of Opposition Yurd
Alemao, meanwhile, slammed
the State government over the
latest development wherein
he claimed that the decision
will hamper tourism.

“Goa government’s claim
that two airports would boost
tourism and economy is crum-
bling as airlines drop Goa
from their network lists, fa-
vouring other States instead,”
Alemao said.

He said with this, the touir-
ism picture will be murkier
and shaky. “Govt has filed in
its policies to track tourists in
the State with [ocus only on
borrowings and not generat-
ing revenue,” he said.
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Spicelet

fully repays
$24 million to
Credit Suisse

Press Trust of India
WEW DELHI

Spicelet on Monday said it
has completed the full pay-
ment of $24 million o Cre-
dit Suisse, fulflling the
terms of the settlement
reached more than three
Years ago.

O the date of execution
of the sertlement agree
ment in May 2022, the total
claim of Credit Suisse/SH
Technics was $41.77 mil-
lion, which the parties
agreed to settle for $24 mil-
lion in a structured pay-
ment plan, a5 per a release,

According to the re-
lease, the seitlement
marks the closure of a long-
standing liability pre-dat-
ing the tenure of the air-
line"s current promiter.



AIRF‘UR 'S AUT HOF’IT “1’ OF INLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 9 SEFPTEMBER 2025

Aviation minister holds safety review meet

NEW DELHL: Civil aviation minister Rammohan Naidu on
Monday held the monthly review meeting related to
safety, (aircraft) fleet performance and passenger
facilitation, the minister informed in a post on X, The
meeting was attended by Samir Kumar Sinha, civil
aviation secretary, director general of civil aviation Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai and airline representatives. “We are
ensuring strict adherence to safety protocols by airlines,
while also facilitating smoother coordination,” Naidu said
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Spicejet to restart
10 grounded planes

(L vdet, which flew intothe red in the

June quarter, expects 1o restur

o rathons af 10 grownded wreradt by
Aperil 20006 o5 more thian half of ts fest remains
ot ther grroemmnd dhue to virlows ssues

At the end of the June guarter, the no-frills
adrline liad just 21 operational planes oot of the
af-strang feet. Out of the operational sirerafi,
Hwire Boelng 737-R00%, 60400, 3 Boelng
T37-T00 and | each of Boelng 757 900 and
Bowelogg 737 Max, aceording to an bovestor
presentation, A total of 35 planes wene on the
|.."|‘|.lull.il il lhvullilufl'll']Ulh'qu:ll'll.'.r.

Thecerrier had 25 planes b operatboon oot of
lve il at the ened el March 20025,

Inthe presentation after announelng the
June quarter results, Sgedeedet sabd itwill
“ungroamnd about 0 alreraft by Apeil 2026,
includding 4-51n early winter to cater for the
peritk ddemand ® FTi
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Spicejet expects to restart ops of
10 grounded planes by April 2026

NEW DELHI: Spicefel, which
flew into the red in the June
quarier, expects to restart opera-
tions of 10 grounded aircralt by

April 2026 as more than half of

its fleet remains on the ground
due to variows issues,

Al the end of the June quar-
ter, the no-frills airline had just
2] operational planes out of the
S56-strong Heet. Out of the oper-
ational aircrafl, 8 were Boeing
737-800s, 6 4005, 3 Boeing
737-700 and 1 each of Boe-
ing 737-900 and Boeing 737
Max, according to an investor
presentation.

A total of 35 planes were
on the ground at the end of the
June quarter. The carrder had 25
planes in operation out of the 61
at the end of March 2025,

In the presentation after
announcing the June quar-
ter resulls, Spicefet said i will

s’

“unground about 10 aircrait
by April 2026, Jru:|uding 4-51n
early winter to cater for the peak
demand” On September 5, the
atrline reported a net loss ol Bs
238 crore in the three months
ended June, whereas it had a
profit of Rs 150 crore in the
year-ago period.

The budget carrier, which
had been facing multiple head-
winds, raked ina total income
of Bs 1,190.56 crore in the June
quarter, lower than Rz 2,067 21
crore recorded in the same
period a year ago.

Noting that it has secured

manlenance and overhaul slols
o accelerate the restoration of
its Ep'uun:lm] fleet, Spice]et, in
the presentation, said a “total of
19 engines were dispatched to
engine shops across the globe,
including 7 engines for Boeing
737 NG afrerafl, 6 engines for
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft, and
6 engines for Q400 aircraft”,
Among other efforts, the
airline has secured lease agree-
ments for 10 Boeing 737 atrcraft
on damp lease and those will be
inducted Irom October. Gener-
ally, in a damp lease, the lessor
Flﬂ.l\"i.-llfh' the aircraft, along with
the maintenance, but not the
crew and insurance. " Discus-
sions underway for additional
inductions of narrow-body
and wide-body airerafl during
Oetober and November 2025
it said in the presentation sub-
mitted to BSE. m
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Flight go-arounds, returns to
bay ‘entirely normal’: Al chief

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Air India chiel
Campbell Wilson has told
employees
that there is
nothing
alarming
about the go-
around and
flights re-
turning to the bay in con-
text of the carrier's “scale
and size” and said that the
“the incidence rate is en-
tirely normal”.

“Over the past few
months, our operations
have garnered significant
attention... Like all air-
lines, we face a variety of
operational scenarios —
some of which are under
our control, and some that
are not. When the spotlight
is on us, it's erucial to offer
timely, clear and accurate
information and the right
conlext. So over recent
weeks we have been even
more transparent than usu-
al in reporting incidents
and events, howeversmall,”
the Air India MD & CED
said.

AT hopes this “transpar-
ency will, over time, help
build trust”. But “in the
short term though, it natu-
rally results in an uptick of
news coverage, and with
more than 1,200 departures
everysingle day - nearly one
every minute - across the
AirIndiaGroup, itcanseem
like a lot. In context of our
scale and size, however, the
incidence rate is entirely

Reprosentational pic

Air India chief Campbell Wilson said the incidence rate is entirely
normal considering the airline's scale and size

normal,” he said.

Tatas had acquired Al
along with Al Express in
Jan 2022 and returning the
Maharaja’s lost glory is
among the toughest chal-
lenges in contemporary
aviation.

So over three-and-a-half
years after the return to
founder Tata fold, Al is still
tackling multiple challeng-
es. The DGCA has fined Al
on multiple occasions over
violations.

To be fair, Al is not the
only airline that has faced
DGCA ire over alleged defi-
ciencies and also every car-
rier faces the same from
time to time,

But Al Group and Indi-
Goare seen as key toIndia’s
dream of becoming an avia-
tion superpower as that re-
guires strong home air-
lines.

After the Ahmedabad
erash, in which 260 people
died, Al has downsized its

operations after June 12 for
factoring in things like en-
hanced aircraft checks and
plans to restore all interna-
tional flights from next
month.

On his part, Campbell
Wilson said in his message
to employees that “our per-
formance continues to im-
prove thanks to the collec-
tive efforts across the orga-
nisation.”

These, according to him.
include improved on time
performance and baggage
handling.

“We've empowered our
front-line teams with the
ability tooffere-vouchersto
customers in cases where a
service shortfall has oc-
curred, such as for mishan-
dled baggage, and are also
working toextend this capa-
bility to our cabin crew, en-
abling them to provide on-
the-spot resolution to cus-
tomers during their jour-
nev,” he said.
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