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81 AAI airports lost 310.8K cr in 10 yrs: Minister

5 LALITHA @ Mew Dett

EIGHTY-ONE airporis aper-
ated by the Alrports Authority
af India (AAL) have sulfered a
cumulaiive loss of 2108529
erore 1o past 10 finnno il voars.
Today & ol theseairports have
become non-operational.

Minlster of State Tor Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol
presented the data in the Ra-
J¥a Balbha an August 4 while
replying o a query posed by
Congress MP Jebl Mather
Hisam. The MI* wanted to
know details of Indian air-
ports operating ata boss and i
thers were any plans to shat
those with negligible fight op-
erations, She also wanted to
know i any financial aid was
being offered to underper-
forming airports.

Data released for the years
from 2015-2016 to 2024-2025 re-
vesils the Bl alrports neross the
country have cumulatively
sulfered a 210,852.8-crore loss.
D lhi’s Safdarjung alrport hns
suffered the maost, incurring a
logs of T6TI61 croce.

Agarialn alrport with a
LR05. El-erore loss stands sec-
and, whils Hyderabad, with

664 97 crore, Dehradun with
240801 erore, andl Vijayow ala
with T483 60 crore In losses g
ure among the top five Loss-
making alrport natonwide.
Asked for 3 reason, 8 senior
Avistion Minlstey offle il ald
Safdarjung awrport, though the
main airport in the national
capital, is now athing of the
past, as it 18 pot actually opera
tional for commaercial Oights
presently. Tt serves to ferry
VVIPS to the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Alrport, he sald.

Among other major loss
making airports are Bhopal
(248043 crore), Aurangabad
(744783 crore), Tirupati
(28363.71 crore), Khajuraho
(£355.53 crore), lmphal
(2O, 10 EroaE)

Alrportsclosed for
opemations

The airporis which have he-
come non-operational are
Donnkondn, Daparizo, Jogha
ni, Muzaflspur, Raxanl, Dee
g1, Chakulia, Dhalbhumgarh,

Ehandwa, Panna, Shella, Aka
wl, Thanjavur, Vellore, Nadir
gul, Warangal, Kailashahar,
Eamalpur. Khowal, Asansol,
Balurghat and Malda

Muohaol alsosaid the Regional
Connectivity Scheme - Ude
Desh Ka Aam Nagrik (RCS-
UDAN) was launched on Octo-
ber 21, 2016, to hoost reglonal
air eonnectivity from un-
served and underserved ale
ports in the country

“The scheme provides Via-
bility Gap Funding to airlines
1o bridge the gap bétween op
erational costs and expected
revenues, The bud pet allocat-
ed for the RCS-UDAN lor the
financial year J005-5196 is 2300
crofe,” the minister sid

This provided financial in-
centives and concessions Lo
the airlines from the Central
anl state povernments, Union
territories and airport opera-
o8 Lo lower operational costs
aril thus proamote their opera-
tions, he added.

A total of 492 unserved and
underserved airporis, inelud-
Ing £5 heliports and two witer
aerodromes hive been operm
tionalised under the scheme,
he pointed out.
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Surat aiport to
be operational
24xT from Sat

Times News NeTwork

Surat: Airconnectivity in So-
uth Gujarat is set to improve
as Surat airport has officially
been declared operational ro-
und-the-clock (24x7) on a per-
manent basis, with effect
from5.35pmon Saturday. This
came through a notice to air-
men (NOTAM A1259/25) issu-
ed by the Airports Authority
of India (AAI) and updates
made tothe national aeronau-
tical database to reflect the
change.

While Surat airport was
granted 24-hour status in 2018,
it was not functioning full ti-
me due to a shortage of air
traffic controllers and other
critical support staff.

A breakthrough came on
Jan 10, 2023, when AAI mem-
ber(operations), M Suresh, is-
sued an internal office note
proposing the declaration of
fiveairports—Agartala, Imp-
hal, Madurai, Bhopal and Su-
rat — as 24-hour operational
airportsfrom April1, 2023.
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India Seeks Equal Access to
Slots at European Airports

Taps ICAO to frame regulations to grant level playing field as current system ‘favours' legacy carriers

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: India is pushing avia-
tion watchdog International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAQ) to
frame regulations for providing
equitable access to slots at key air-
ports in Europe. These airports ha-
wve framed slot allocation practices
that are discriminatory and disad-
vantage alrlines from developing
countries, acoording to a working
paper presented by India to ICAD.

Aldrport slot is a permission gran-
ted toan airline by anairport opera-
tor for an aircraft takeoff and lan-
ding within a set {imelframe.

India’s working paper, which will
be debated at ICAD's triennial as-
sembly at Montreal in September,
thie current system of grandfathor
rights, which allows an incumbsent
airline to keep a slot in perpetuity,
while enforcing additional measu-
res like night curfew, restricts mar-
ket access and denving equal oppor-
tunity for airlines from developing
countries ke India to expand into
large European markets,

“The assembly’s actlon on these
matters is essential for preserving
the integrity of the international
civil aviation system and ensuring
that all states can realise the bene-

Fair GAMe 1opseuropean Airports Between India and EU

Seat share (%)

1 | London Heathrow Alrport 76,054 332
2 | Frankfurt Airport 28,874 126

3 [istanbulAirport | 24892  10.9 W -
4 | Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport | 19,992 8.7mm
5 6.4 5

fits of their participation in inter
natlonal alr services," read the wor-
kingpaper; reviewed by ET. Atcong:
ested airports lke London Heath-
row, Amsterdam, and Paris, slots
are allocated one each for the sum-
mer and winter schedule, per gui-
delines set by International Air
Transport Association, which wo-
uld allow airlines to hold a slot if
they use it 80% of timeeach season

“This often means that carriers
from large sowrce markets like In-
dia areunable todeploy new capaci-
ty at commercially viable timings,
while countries operating such
hubs continue to seek increased ac-
cess 1o the Indian market without
offering reciprocal benefits,” the

| Amsterdam Schiphol Airport | 14,612

working paper states. The Indian
government declsion to ralse the |s-
sue at an international level comes
as homegrown carriers ke IndiGo
and Alr India chart aggressive
overseas expansion plans,

IndiGo flights to Amsterdam are
facinguncertainty as its request for
slots for winter is vet to be appro-
ved, since Duteh government s pre-
paring to impose & cap on flight mo-
vements tocurb noise pollution.

“While developing economies
such as India are investing hesvily
in expansion of airport infrastruc-
ture, creating opportunities for all
carriers, developed economies, like
Amsterdam, are actively reducing
existing capacity creating an une-

qual playing field that inherently
favours legacy carriers from deve-
loped nations,” India noted in the
working paper: This, the govern-
ment said, prevents Indian carriers
from fully utilising international
flving rights which are allocated on
a bilateral reciprocal basis by go-
vernments (o respective alrlines.

“As a case, despite comprehensive
bilateral agreement between India
anid the UK Indian carriers’ access
has beon reduced to secondary air-
ports in London like Gatwick and
Stansted Airports while UK carri-
ers maimtain access to Heathrow,”
the paper said.

At London Heathrow while a new
agreement in 2023, allowed airlines
from both countries to increase
fights from 560 70 perweek, Alrln-
dia operates 31 weskly lights to the
airport and is forced to operate new
flights only from the Gatwick air
port. IndiGo is likely to lease a slot
froma UK airlineat premium price

Alrports Coondination, agency
tazked with allocating slots at He-
athrow; told ET since thealrport has
reached its full capacity airlines
will have to wait for other airlines to
lose their historic rights or to pur-
chase and lease slots. “Access to
slots is independent of bilateral en-
titlements,” a spokesperson said,
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DGCA nod by August end
for Navi Mumbai airport

SWARA BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, August 8

GREEN SIGNAL

: ARUN BANSAL, CEO, AAHL
® Full commercial ops at

THEDIRECTORATE GENERAL  theairport areexpectedto ~ We will start
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is  commence from mid-Nov with domes-
expected to grant an aerodrome heai . d : i
licence to Navi Mumbai inter- uT i AFPOILE expecte tic and inter-
national airport (NMIA),being  tohitarunrateof20mn = o450

builtbytheAdaniGroup, bythe ~ Passengersin 6 months

end of August. Full commercial
operationsat the greenfield air-
port are expected to commence

opera-
tions at
one go

m Total investment in the
project will be 50,000 cr
by the end of phase-ll

from mid-November, top offi-
cialsof AdaniAirports Holdings
(AAHL) said.

The licence is a crucial step
in the process for the airport to
start operations. AAHL had filed
the application in this respect
some months ago. Officials of
the aviation regulator con-
ducted an inspection around
mid-July and the finalinspec-
tionwillbe done onceagainina
few weeks, officials said.

Speaking to FE,AAHL CEO
Arun Bansal said, “Post the
inauguration, it will take 45
days tostart commercial oper-
ations; that is mid-November.
The airport will have to be
handed over to the CISF for
security. We will start with
domestic and international
operationsat one go."

Within six months from
thestart ofoperations, the new
airport is expected to hitarun

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TD LEAD

rate of 20 million passengers,
which isits installed capacity.
As demand is expected to go
even higher from thereon,
AAHL has started with thenext
phase of the project which will
treble the capacity to 60 mil-
lion perannum.

“We realised that in 202 6-
27 Phase 1 capacity will be
achieved. The initial plan was
to have 30 million capacity
fromboth the phases.But con-
sidering the demand forecast,
we haveincreased the capacity
to 40 million forthe nextphase
taking the total to 60 million
which canbe stretched to 65
million also," Bansal added.

With the actual construc-
tion ofthe next phase expected
to begin 3-6 months after the
start of commercial operations
of Phase 1, AAHL hopestofinish

Sat, 09 August 2025

work by 2029.The next phase
involvesthe second runway, the
second terminal building,auto-
mated people mover connect-
ingT1and T2,and the metro.
“Theinvestment forPhase 1
is¥20,000 crore includingalot
of enablingwork for Phase 2 like
rockblastingand ground filling.
Sinceweare talking about 40
million capacity, it needs a
largercapex. By theend ofthe
nextphasethetotalinvestment
in the project will be close to
50,000 crore, Bansal said.
AAHL has decided to delay
the dismantling of the T1
(domestic) terminal at Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj Inter-
national Airport (CSMIA) to
coincidewith the inauguration
of the next phase of the Navi
Mumbai airport toavoid over-
crowding at T2 of CSMIA.

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/779198 @
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Guwahati airport wins int'
award for Its achtecture

uwahati’'s Lokpriya

Gopinath Bordoloi In-

ternational Airport
has gained global recognition
by securing the International
Architectural Award 2025 in
the Transport category:. It 1s
now among seven airports
worldwide acknowledged for
outstanding architecture and

? :} ) innovative urban
~ planning.

% Announcing
the win, the

g airport’s of-
; TI(‘:I)(I)"IPC gigﬁ!}g;% ol o infia: India, the infrastructure is inspired by the

structure as “A tribute to resilience of bamboo and the grace of fox-
the wonders of Northeast tail orchids. TNN
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IndiGo to launch Delhi-Silchar
morning flight from Sept 20

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR, Aug 7: Amidst
growing concerns on the
lack of additional flights from
Silchar to Guwahati and
other parts of the country
and also on the escalating air
fares, IndiGo Airlines has
announced a new morning
flight from New Delhi to
Silchar via Guwahati begin-
ning operations from Sep-
tember 20 this year.

Minister for Food & Civil
Supplies, Mines and Miner-
als, and Barak Valley Devel-
opment, Kaushik Rai, took
to his social media handle

Barak Valley gets air connectivity boost

to inform this major devel-
opment.

Rai said that the move
comes following the proac-
tive intervention of Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, who has consistent-
ly pushed for better connec-
tivity to the Barak Valley
region.

“My sincere thanks to
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma for responding
to the long-standing de-
mands of Barak Valley’s peo-
ple. This new flight will sig-
nificantly ease travel hard-

ships and strengthen our
region’s connection with the
rest of the country. I also
thank IndiGo Airlines for
their prompt response and
support,” the Minister said.

As per the schedule which
was shared by the Cabinet
minister, the flight from New
Delhi will depart at 4:55 am
and arrive at Guwahati at 7:40

m. From Guwahati, the
flight will depart at 8:20 am
and land at Silchar airport at
9:20 am. Further the flight
from Silchar will depart at
10:40 am and arrive at Gu-

wahati at 11:40 am. From
Guwahati, the flight will take
off at 12:20 pm and reach
New Delhi at 2:20 pm.

However, when contacted
by The Assam Tribune, offi-
cials at Silchar Airport stat-
ed that they were yet to con-
firm whether the flight
would operate daily or on a
specific weekly schedule.

It may be recalled that
during his recent visit to Sil-
char, Chief Secretary Dr Ravi
Kota revealed that CM Sar-
ma held a high-level meet-
ing with the chairman of In-

diGo Airlines in New Delh
recently, demanding imme-
diate steps to address the
crisis. He further informed
that the Chief Minister had
urged the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, IndiGo, and other
stakeholders to facilitate
more flights to and from Sil-
char, Jorhat, and Lakhimpur.

In addition, Silchar MP
Parimal Suklabaidya, in his
recent Parliament speech,
had drawn the attention of
the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion to act promptly on the
crucial need to start a di-
rect flight to New Delhi
from Silchar.
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SCjunks plea secking
Air India safety audit
after Ahmedabad crash

The Supreme Court on Friday refused tobheara
plea to appoint a retired top court jedge for
ecxamining Air India’s safety practices among
other aspects and asked the petitioner winy
target the girlinethat witnessed en “umifofunate
tragedy”. "Ifyouwant some regulatary mechan
ism in place, then winy did you not make other
airlines as party in your petition? Why onlby Air
India?” the Bench comprising Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagrchi asked the petitioner.
Tl
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DGCA conducted 146 audits of major
airlines in 2025 so far: MoS Civil Aviation

TDG HETWORK

qE kY

The Direvtorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
conducted 146 maintrnance
audits of major Indian air-
Hnes in 2025 (up to July),
Civil Aviation MoS Murlid-
har Mohol informed the Lok
Sabla on Thursday.
Responding to a question
raised by Congress MP Mu-
rari Lal Meena regarding adr-
eraft maintenance oversight,
the minister said the DGCA
follows a “structured survedl-

lnnee and sudit ramework,”

comprising regular and spot
audits, night surveillance,
and ramp inspections toen-
sure aircraft safety.

The Direclorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) hasa
structured surveillance and
awdi Framework in plisce, ie.
planned and unplanned sur-
veillance of organizations/
airerall, which includes
regubar and pericdie audis.
spat checks, night Surveil-
lanee and ramp nspections
aeruss all operators, inchud-
ing continuous oversight of
mainienance practices, the
mimster said in response to

the question.

The Annual Surveillance
Plan (ASP) for the year is
prepared in advance, and
Lhe audits are conducied ina
timelymanner as perthe An-
nual Surveillance Plan

The DGCA adheres to an
audit ealendar to ensure
continuous oversight of all
scheduled and non-sched-
ubed aidine foperators, Any
deviation or rescheduling is
adidressed with urgency and
reported accordingly, the
mimister added.

Aceording (o data tabled in
Parlizment, leading carrier

Indigo underwent the most
audits with 54 inspections
so far in 2025, followed by
Air India (33), Akasa Air(18),
Spicefel (26), and Adr India
Express (11},

Notahly, Tata SIA Airlines
Lid (Vistara) hul nod v er-
gone any audits in 2025up to
July, though it saw 35 audits
in 2024, From 2023 o July
20025, the DGCA comducted
a total of 683 maintenance
audits of scheduled camrers,
reflecting a steady oversizhit
mechanism despite growing
concerns over aircraft salety
in recent months.
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SC refuses to hear plea seeking
safety audit of Air India

The Supreme Court on Friday refused to
entertain o plea to examing Air India’s safety
regulatory mechanism, saying an impression
must not be given that the airline is being
targeted after the recent crash. A Bench headed
by Justice Surva Kant asked petitioner-in-person,
M.K. Goswami, "Why target Air India only which
recently witnessed an unfortunate tragedy? If
vou want some regulatory mechanism in place,
then why did you not make other airlines as
party in your petition?” he asked., The petitioner
sabd that he had specifically mentioned Air India
as he too was a victim of an “unfortunate
incident” with the airline.
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Airlines reported
190 tech glitches

this year: Govt
NEW DELHI: The
number of technical
glitches reported by
airlines in 2024 and
2025 were 421 and 190
(till 21 July) respectively,
minister of state for civil
aviation Murlidhar
Mohol said in a written
reply to MP Janardan
Singh Sigriwal. The
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA),
he stated, has
established
comprehensive Civil
Aviation Regulations to
ensure the safe
operation and
maintenance of aircraft.
These regulations are
continuously updated
and aligned with
international standards.

‘Airlines cancelled,
rescheduled 2,458

flights this year'
NEW DELHI: Airlines
cancelled or
rescheduled 2,458
flights due to regulatory
and geopolitical issues
this year, minister of
state for civil aviation
Murlidhar Mohol said
inawritten reply to Lok
Sabha on Thursday.
Passengers carried by
domestic airlines during
January-June 2025
registered a growth of
7.34% as compared to
the corresponding
period of the previous
year. The minister said
thatin 2025, IndiGo and
Air India cancelled or
rescheduled 1,017 flights
and 662 flights,
respectively.
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SC DISMISSES PIL
FOR AIR INDIA's
SAFETY AUDIT

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Friday refused to entertain a
public interest litigation (PIL)
that sought an independent
audit of Air India's safety prac-
tices and maintenance proce-
dures in the wake of the deadly
June 12 Ahmedabad plane
crash, cautioning that one tragic
incident should not become an
occasion to single out the air-
line. A bench of justices Surya
Kantand Joymalya Bagchi told
petitioner that if the aim was to
ensure passenger safety, the
scope could not be confined to
one carrier alone.

“One unfortunate event can-
not mean you go after just one
airline,” said the bench during
the hearing. “Why only Air
India? Should there not be such
a mechanism for all airlines?
There was a very unfortunate
tragedy but that should not
become an opportunity to run
down the airline. We also travel
very frequently.”

The petition was filed by Nar-
endra Kumar Goswami, a law-
yer, after flight Al 171, a Gat-
wick-bound Boeing 787 Dream-
liner, crashed within minutes of
take-off from Ahmedabad, kill-
ing 241 of the 242 people on
board. The crash claimed life of
another 19 people on the
ground. Among the deceased
were 181 Indian nationals and 52
UK citizens.
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Al 171 crash: 65 families hire US law firm;
AAIB report creates confusion, says lawyer

RITUSHARMA
& LEENA MISRA
AHMEDABAD. AUGUSTE

BEASLEY ALLEN. a prominent
US-based law firm, will repre-
sent at least 65 families of the
victimes of the Air India 171 crash
onJune 12 that killed 260 peo-
ple, Mike Andrews, Principal
Attomey from the firm, wid The
Indion Express

Andrews, who is already in
Gujarat was heading to Surat
when The Indian Express spoke to
him. He said the preliminary re-
port of the Aircraft Acadent
Invegtigation Bureau (AAIB) on
the crash did not share the full
cockpitvoice recorderd ata, which
“creates confusion and unfairy
blames the pilots”, He zaid sys-
temsinsuchatomated aircraft”
are complex and “could be acti-
vated by computer commands”,

Inthe past Andrews had rep-
resented fumilies of aviationdis-

S

Mike Andrews, Prindpal
Attorney of Beasley Allen

astervictims inc luding victinis of
the 2019 crash of the Ethiopian
Airlines-run Boeing 737 MAX
fMight 302 that killed all 149 pas-
sengers and eight crew members.
Andrews whohasbeen o the
crash site af Meghaninagar dur-
inganearbervisit to Ahmedabad,
told The Indian Express that the
prarity would be to call for trans-
parency "and release of the Flight
Data Recorder (FDR) and the
Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR)."
Andrews said, “We are also
calling for the documents and
are currently researching the

necessary steps Lo file a petition
(o get them released |

The 15-page report, released
onthe night of July 11, stated that
the two engine fuel contmol
switchestransitioned from 'RUN
o 'CUTOFF position within a sec-
ond ofeachother, moments after
lift-ofL One of the two pilots s
recorded asaskingtheother why
he cut off the fuel, to which the
ather piot said that hedid not,

The erash saw only one sur-
vivor, British citizen from Diu
Viswash Kumar Ramesh, while
the victims included former
chiel minister Vijay Rupani,

Referring to the video of the
crashshotby a teerager, Andews
said, "It seems obviows that the
plane appears to be normal dur-
ing the taxi and take-off proce-
dure; something begins to go
wiong immiediately after takeofl
The question is —when did the
RAT{ Ram Air Turbine )deploy and
why did it deploy at that point?
Because the plane olwiously be-

ginstolose thrust, power and alti-
tude almost imme diately after
kel So the question becomes
- why did that occur?" The RAT
deploysina Boang 787 automat-
ically when there is a major sys-
tem flure and isdesigned topro-
vide power in emergencies.

On precedents where such
FDR and (DR data have been re-
leased that he has handled,
Andrewssaid, Typically, anydata
released under those circum-
stances occurs during the litiga-
tion, and it's gererally not made
available tothe public, But, incer-
lain instances, it can be released
o the atinrneys and experts who
are handling those cases.”

Ahmedabad-based entre-
preneur Trupt: Soni, who s
among those whohas signedon
Beasley Allen to represent their
case, said, “Asdiscussed with the
law firm, first we would file a
case against Boeing in the US
courts, which willbe followed by
acase against Air India,"
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‘Why not all airlines?” SC junks plea for Al safety audit

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
rebuked an Air India passen-
ger who moved the court on
Friday for a safety audit of
the airlines’ entire fleet in the
wake of AI-171crashat Ahme-
dabad on June 12, saying it
was unfair to target a single
airline for a tragic incident,
The passenger had flown
an Air India flight to Paris
that experienced a fire inci-

dent five days before the Ah-
medabad accident. Petition-
er-advocate N K Goswami
along with AI-143 flight pas-
senger L. P Goswami cited a
series of incidents involving
Air India flights to flag safety
issues and sought a writ of
mandamus from SC to ad-
dress alleged “systemic safe-
tylapsesanddeliberate negli-
gence by Air India” which en-
dangered passenger safety.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Jovmalya Bagchi

asked the petitioner-lawyer,
“Why only Air India? Why
not all airlines? For deficien-
cy in service of an individual
airline, you can always ap-
proach the jurisdictional
consumer forum, Directorate
General of Civil Aviation or
even the Union govt”.

Justice Kant said, “...Do
not give the impression that
you are filing this petition at
the behestof arival airline. If
you are genuinely concerned
about passenger safety, then

file a PIL with all airlines,
both domestic and interna-
tional, as parties”. “If theydo
not take any action, then we
canstepin,” the bench said.
Mathura-based scientist
L. P Goswami was on the
Al-143 flight from Delhi to Pa-
ris on June 7. According to
him, the aircraft experienced
a fire incident due to electri-
cal error, and it had to make
an emergency landing at
Sharjah where he remained
grounded for 16 hours.
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India top mkt for Malaysia Air,
eyeing non-metros: Group MD

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: India has emerged
as the single biggest market
for Malaysia Airlines Berhad
and the carrier has added ca-
pacity in this market by pul-
ling out its flights from the
Asean and domestic net-
works. Currently operating 77
weekly flights to 10 cities in In-
dia, the airline has flown 13
lakh people in & out of the co-
untry in the first half of this
calendar vear. It will raise the
frequency to 80 weekly flights
this Dec and then add more
next year.

“India is the top market for
us in terms of both revenue
and passenger numbers
among the 24 countries and 67
territories that we fly to. Aust-
ralia and Europe are the se-

cond and third biggest mar-

kets for us after India,” Izham
bin Ismail, group MD of Ma-
laysia Aviation
Group Berhad,
told TOL.

With the fly-
ing rights to
metros exhaus-
ted under the ex-
isting lndla Malaysia bilate-
rals, the airline plans to add
flights to the non metros here
next year as it sees a lot of traf-
fic potential from there too.
“India is a very important
market to us. And we intend to
grow (in) India in the future.
We are evaluating other non-
metro cities where we could
deploy. We have also been in-
creasing frequency on some
India routes. We have a code
share with IndiGo that helps
passengers connect to their

domestic network,” Ismail,
who had joined the airlineasa
pilot in 1979, and then rose
through the ranks, said.

He sees India as a “very
promising” market with tra-
vel demands from all quarters
like leisure, premium and visi-
ting friends and relatives,
“The Indian economy is gro-
wing at a truly impressive pa-
ce. Urbanisation here is on the
rise. Indian carriers have over
2,000 aircraft on order. Middle
class income here is growing.
We see the Indian population
predominantly has very stab-
ledisposable income,"” he said.

“So, we put more capacity
into India by sacrificing our
capacity into Asean & domes-
tic Malaysia. We redirected
those capacities to India. I am
glad we took a bet on India at
theright time,” he said.
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Al-171 victims’
families hire
law firm for

likely suit in US

Vadodara: Prominent US-ba-
sed law firm Beasley Allen will
represent at least 65 families
from India and the US whose
relatives died in the Air India
{Al-171) plane crash in Ahme-
dabad on June 12, The Boeing
787-8 Ahmedabad-London fl-
ighthaderashed intoamedical
hostel shortly after take-off,
Ekilling 241 out of 242 people on-
board and 19 on the ground.

The firm's aviation attor-
ney and lead lawyer for the
case, Mike Andrews, isinIndia
to meet the bereaved families.
Healso visited the crash site in
Ahmedabad and spoke to loc-
als. “We were able to take some
photographs and get an idea
about the scene, "he said.

If Boeingisfound respon-
sible, the cases would be filed
in the US federal court, An-
drews said. When asked
about the alleged pilot error
behind the crash, Andrews
said deceased pilots are
mostly accused in such acci-
dents because they can't
speak for themselves, ™
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Satety cover tor Delhi airport: 8

key systems notil

ADITI TANDON

TR FD W E S BN

NEW DELI, AUGUST 7
Inasignificant moveto boost
the security of India’s Capi-
tal, the Ministry of Electron-
ics and Information Technal-
ogy  hos  dedared the
momputer resources of Defhi
[nternational  Amport Lid
MDIALY as “Protected Sys
termns" under the Informatiaon
Technology Act, 2000,

An offienl notiieation: piib-
lished on Wednesday, desig
nates severml key airport
operational systems as criti
ml information  infrastrue-
ture, making any unattho
nised access a seriousoffence,

The eight systems now
under enhanced pmtection
mchude vital functions such as
arrfield ground lighting, atr-
port opertion contml centre,
access contmol system, g
gagehandlng systems, CCTV
monttorng network, aimport
operation database, commaon
e terminil equipment and
the master dock system.

This decision is a proactoee
messsiire to safeguard the wr
part from cyber thrests and
ensure the unintermu ped flow
of servioes, sabd souroes, They
sail. “To enforoe this, the gov-
emment has strictly defmed
whocanaccess thess sensitioe
systems, lmiting aocess to

:l';'
E
-
-]
1]
]
&
=
|

ied as

protected

Unauthonsed access tothese resources
made a punishable offence

VIOLATION CAN INVITEUPTO 10-YR JAIL, FINE

The notification has been Esued under Section 70 of the Information
Technology (T} Act, 2000, which deds with protected systems, The
Sinction ampawers Uhe Cantre to declan any computer resaunsd that
impacts crilical mformation infrastructuse a5 a protecled system. The
declration & made theough a natfication in the officlal gazetie. The
Section outlines: penalties for unauthorsed aocess 1o such protec ted
systems. Unouthorised access fo a protected sstem |sa punishable
offence, with mgrsonment up o 10 yearsand a fine.

designated DIAL emplovees,
authortsed  contractsal vene
dors and specific povernment
ar repulabory personnd on &
cse-by-case bass "

By plocong these critical
digital systems under a pmo-
tected status, the govem-
ment 18 taking o firm stance
against  potential  cvber
attscks, ensurng the safety
and secunty of passengers
and the operational integnty
of one of the nation's most
crucial transportation hubs,

The motifcation says only
the following can scoess po-
tected sysems - desipnated
emploves of DIAL authonsed
inwrit ing: any méemberof the
contractual managed service
provider or third party ven-
dor who have been autho
rised in writing by DIAL for
newd-based acvess and any
consultant, regulator govem
ment offidal, auditor or
stakecholder authorised in
writing by DIAL on o cassto
case basis,



	MS DL 9AUG2025.JPG
	TOI-AHM-8 AUG.JPG
	ET DL 9AUG2025.JPG
	FE DL 9AUG2025.jpg
	SB-LUC-8  AUG.JPG
	TOI DL 9 AUGUST 2025.JPG
	AT-GUA-8 AUG.JPG
	AU DL 09AUG2025.JPG
	AU DL 09AUG2025A.JPG
	BS DL 9AUG2025.JPG
	DB DL 09AUG2025.JPG
	DB DL 09AUG2025A.JPG
	DG DL 8AUG2025.JPG
	DJ DL 09AUG2025.JPG
	DJ RS 09AUG2025.JPG
	DJ RS 09AUG2025A.JPG
	HH DL 9AUG2025.JPG
	HH DL 9AUG2025A.JPG
	HINDU DL 9AUG2025.JPG
	HT DL 8AUG2025.JPG
	HT DL 9AUG2025.jpg
	IE DL 9AUG2025.jpg
	RS DL 09AUG2025.JPG
	TOI DL 9 AUG 2025 A.jpg
	TOI DL 9 AUG 2025 B.jpg
	TOI DL 9 AUG 2025.jpg
	TRI DL 8AUG2025.JPG

