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House panel flags rising
airfares, seeks timeline
for A-l crash probe report

"’-_'__\ el

ASADREHMAN
MNEW DELHLJULY 8

MEARLY & month after the Air
Iredia plane erash in Ahrmedabad
that Killed over 260 people.a par
liamentary committee on
Taesday discussed aircrall salety
msues with sensor officials from
the Minigry of Chvil Awiationand
adfine and airpon represeniatives

Thecomimmes mam bersen-
guired about the expected Lime-
Ine forthecrish s hion e
port and the anabysis of the
arrralt's back bostes Officiads e
leamt tohave told the comimettes
that they will need anund twao-
werk time toanswer the ques-
s asked dunng the meeting

The deliberations wene held
dunng the meeting of the Public
Aeeounis Commimes, headed by
Conygress MP KC Venugppal Top
anfine represeniines, nciud g
Air Indlia CBO andd MD Camphbeldl
Wilson, wepe presenl “These ae
ongeing discussions regarding
i, fleghe Banes. .. Thesafiety -
poct i also discussed Al me -
bersare keen onaskingoquestions
on sty This meeting will con-
tnue. Once they reply, wewall
meetagain Someol thequedions
on safiety were answered by the
DGCA [Derectorate General of Cnal
Miation |,” Venugopal told re-
porters aller the meeting

“We discussed the fare in-
crease. . post-Pahatgam {flying
fromSrinagarjand chring Kumbh

—

Air India CEO Campbell Wilson with NCP MP Praful Patel at
the Parliament House for the PAC mesting on Tuesday, 4

.. Thit committes asked about
chear-out regulations on faes and
on fxir play” he sad

Fonmaer ¢l adiation minkxes
and MNCP MP Praful Pasel whois
amorg thecommitiee members,
S e DA s wel - r.up\;m
e needed more stalTasit “has a
st ol R fid ':i-s.1I||1‘I|:||'|r
ple”. "Many incidents in the Lst
By werkes afver the Alimeckibae
air crash needed to be brought
inin focis, Salery 5 paramouint
Aryone who (lies wants to feel
safe and assured that they will
machitheirdestimagion. .. lam not
sireglang out Alr India Few inci-
denits here and then mnceming
soime [hghts. When a crash hap-
s, everything becmes senisi
e and gets highlighted more”
tard saud, speaking o the media
dter the meeting,

5o, [ jue pointed our o he
DGCAand o the airfine that they

should take safely as para-
maount..,, Indian siation is sade,
and there i nonead to pamec All
pratocols ane followed. .. DGCAL
well-equipped. Thavealso high-
lighted that DGCA needs mone
::Hl[il'.Thl-; amEangashor e
ol op-leved, skilled people. Aot of
mefired sensor 1:-(*1]1:I|- can e
brought badk for short tenures”
e el

Some comumit tee members
demanded anaudit of the Bureau
ol Cidl Awiation Securdny (BCASL

Representatives of  Civil
Muiation Minsery, DGCA Adrports
Fronomic Regulamory Autharityol
Iredia Adrmos Authority of India,
Adl Camgo Logis tics and Allied
SenioesCormpany Lid, BCAS and
other organisations briefed the
cormmiries an the by and regu
Laion of lives, tariffs, user charpes
et on public infrastrue nure and
other public utilities
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Navi Mumbai Airport
set to begin ops in Sept

Surendra P Gangan

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The first phase of the
Navi Mumbai International Air-
port is expected to be opera-
tional by September, Industries
Minister Uday Samant informed
the Legislative Assembly on
Monday. While the original tar-
get for inauguration was the end
of August, minor delays have
pushed the launch to the follow-
ing month.

“About 95% of the construc-
tion work is complete. The air-
port will begin operations within
the next two months,” Samant
said, adding that initial services
will commence with limited
capacity. The second phase of
the airport is expected to be
rolled out a few months after the
first becomes functional,

Samant was replying to a
long-duration debate on invest-
ment in Maharashtra. He
claimed that 87% of the Memo-
randums of Understanding
(MoUs) signed by the state gov-
ernment with companies have
been realised, the highest rate in
the country.

“In the last three years, the
Maharashtra government signed
MaoUs worth ¥1.80 lakh crore, 7
lakh crore, and ¥15.72 lakh crore.
Of the 46 companies with whom
MoUs have been inked, 15 have

already been allotted land, and
land will be allocated to seven
more in the coming days.
Twenty others will be given plots
as per their request, and four
industrial units are set to begin
operations shortly,” he said.

He further claimed Maha-
rashtra has outpaced all other
states in attracting foreign direct
investment under the leadership
of chief minister Devendra Fad-
navis and deputy chief minister
Eknath Shinde.

The minister also emphasised
the government’s focus on equi-
table industrial development
across the state.

“Gadchiroli is emerging as a
steel manufacturing hub with
investments worth ¥ lakh crore.
Under the CM Employment
Guarantee Scheme, more than
62,000 industrial units have
been established—six times
more than during the previous
MVA government’s tenure,” he
said.

Samant also said Maharashtra
is among the top three states in
implementing the Centre’s Vish-
wakarma scheme for artisans
and skilled tradespeople.

On a separate note, respond-
ing to questions about the finan-
cial health of the BMC, Samant
said the civic body’s liabilities
stood at¥2.32 lakh crore and had
risen by 22% over the past year,
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NEW DELHI: As IndiGo launches
long haul flights to the United
Kingdom (Manchester) and
Europe (Amsterdam), Pieter
Elbers, chief executive officer
(CEO) of India’s largest airline,
says in an interaction that the
next step in the development of
Indian aviation should be not
adding new airports but having
bigger, better and smoother
ones. Edited excerpts:

How do you see the domes-
tic market developing for
IndiGo as you already have
65% market share? Don’t
you think some of the
routes are already at satu-
ration level?

I look at a key mefric— seats
per capita—and compare it with
the US, Europe, or China. All of
them have significantly higher
numbers. Even China, despite its
lower seats per capita, has four
times more seats than India.
Given that, and considering pro-
jections that the Indian market
will double between 2023 and
2030, a compounded annual
growth rate of 10-11% doesn't
seem unrealistic. We've commit-
ted to doubling our fleet in the
same period. Whether you look
at seats per capita or GDP-re-
lated metrics, it all points in the

HINDUSTAN TIMES

MUMBAT

8 JULY 2025

{ PIETER ELBERS ] CEO, INDIGO AIRLINES

‘India needs bigger, better, smoother airports’

same direction. Of course, we see
seasonal fluctuations; for exam-
ple, last May was muted due to
heatwaves and elections. But I
don't focus on monthly DGCA
numbers; we are on a long-term
mission. Past growth confirms
the trend. So, the long-term out-
look is robust. For us, market
share is an outcome, not an
objective.

What is your game plan in
terms of addressing the
Indian market?

We operate four types of servi-
ces. We operate out of the met-
ros. One could argue that our
hub operations, connectivity and
metros are a significant part of
the GDP of the country and that
is both metro-to-metro as well as
metro-to-non metro. So that's
one bucket: metro to metro. The
second bucket is the metro to
non-metro. [ would say metro-
to-metro (connectivity) probably
there's already so many flights
that growth will be somewhat
slower than the average. Where
we have seen a lot of growth is
the metro to non-metro. The
third one is non-metro to non-
metro. So these are Tier-11/T1I cit-
ies and we'll connect them. And
the fourth one is the regional
connectivity scheme, which are
these ATR connections. As a per-
centage, that's relatively limited,
but in terms of giving wings to

the nation, connecting smaller
communities is there, we'll con-
tinue to focus on these four areas
going forward. And, I would say,
the largest growth we have seen
is from the metro to non-metro

areas.

Do you see scope for fur-
ther expanding vour
regional aircraft fleet?

‘Well, that's a constant process
of evaluation. Today we have
46-47 ATRs out of the order of
50, so it's almost totally con-
sumed. Some routes that used to
be operated by ATRs have now
matured and can operate with
A320s, which frees up some
ATRs to do other routes. There's
a certain set of airports which
are ATR-only, and we're evaluat-
ing what could be the next step.
Again, | think the Indian land-
scape in terms of the number of
airports is evolving. Today,

IndiGo operates 91 domestic air-
ports. We have added four
recently and will add another
four this year, taking it to 95.
Today, 90% of the Indian popula-
tion lives within 100 kilometres
of an IndiGo-served airport. Of
course, 100 kilometres in a hilly
area isn't the same as between
two metros, but the coverage is
still quite good.

So | think the next step in
Indian aviation development is
not per se many more airports.
It's perhaps bigger, better and
smoother airports. So 1 think
perhaps a lot of emphasis will be
on increasing the capacity of
existing airports.

With international expan-
sion enabling both better
connectivity for Indian con-
sumers and progress
towards India becominga
global aviation hub, what
policy changes would you
like to see from the govern-
ment, such as improved
visa regimes or incentives
for stopovers on Indian
carriers to support this
ambition?

I would be hesitant about
stopover regimes linked specifi-
cally to Indian carriers, as I
wouldn't want reciprocal restric-
tions abroad. Aviation benefits
from a level playing field and
equal opportunity. | believe our

product and costs enable us to
compete with others. For India,
the next step is improving trans-
fer connection facilities.

IndiGo has been on a pre-
miumisation journey —
introducing Stretch class
or the business class — for
the past 7-8 months. How
has been the response to
the offering in terms of
occupancy domestically?

I'wouldn't call it a premiumi-
sation journey, because that
would suggest our entire prod-
uct portfolio is moving in that
direction and that's not what
we're doing.

We have a foundation with
130 destinations, 500 domestic
routes, and 100 international. On
top of that, we introduced the
Stretch product on a selective
number of routes. Unlike some
US airlines that introduced pre-
mium products across the net-
work, we have kept it limited.
For us, it's about catering to a
select group of Indian consum-
ers aspiring for that product, and
preparing for long-haul opera-
tions. The response is dynamic.
Some days loads are very good,
others are low. Customers aren't
yet sure if a flight will have
Stretch or not. The Indian mar-
ket is extremely price-sensitive,
with many bookings coming at
the last moment.
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A study puts eight Indian airports among the world’s top 50 most enclosed by urban sprawls. Mumbai tops
the list, while Ahmedabad — which saw one of India’s worst aviation disasters last month — ranks 12th

Soumya.Arya@timesofindia.com

ew Laxminagar in
Ahmedabad’s
Meghaninagar area
is a colony for the ur-
ban poor, with 600
flats packed into 11 blocks. The
terrace of Block F offers a chilling
perspective on how close its 2,000-
odd residents were from where
ATl's flight 171 exploded into a fire-
ball moments after take-off on
June 12: just 250 metres. Also dan-
gerously close is the Civil Hospital
campus and a sea of settlements.
“It could have been us,” says Ila,
a Laxminagar resident, pointing to
the charred hostel and mess build-
ings on the BJ Medical College
campus. Her eyes shift left, to an
aircraft taking off from the runway;
just over 2km away. As it thunders
past Block F, the 50-year-old shud-
ders. A few lanes away, Rajesh Dan-
tani (55), who runs a small grocery
store near the Gujarat Housing
Board colony, points to the spot be-
hind his shop where the plane
crashed — it’s a stone’s throw.
Like Ila and him, tens of thou-
sands of people on the periphery of
Ahmedabad airport live in the shad-
ow of danger, as highlighted by a
2022 study, ‘You're Surrounded!
Measuring the Enclosure of Air-
ports in Urban Areas’, by Belgian
researchers Tais Grippa & Fréederic
Dobruszkes. Published in The Pro-
fessional Geographer, the study
maps how ‘enclosed’ the world’s im-
portant airports are within urban
centres of various densities.

Urban Enclosures

Each airport is a specific case, based
on—among other factors—air traf-
fic volumes, fleets, runway use, air-
port procedures, climb profiles and
weather. The index, calculated
within a 15km radius, puts eight
Indian airports in the top 50. Mum-
bal’s Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport, with an en-
closure index of 21,82,819, leads the
global list covering 245 airports.
The enclosure index measures
how densely populated an airport’s
surroundings are, with people living
closer to the airport weighted more
heavily, since aviation impacts like
noise and pollution decrease with
distance. Ahmedabad, which wit-
nessed the worst aviation disaster in
Indian history, 1s ranked 12th glob-
ally with an enclosure index of
10,82,503. This heightens the threat

A Global
= rank
Chhatrapati Netaji Subhas Sardar Chennai
Shivaji Maharaj Chandra Bose Vallabhbhai Patel International
Int’'l Airport Int’l Airport Int’l Airport Airport
Mumbai Kolkata Ahmedabad Chennai

Rankings are bas

near airports are.

to lives on ground, even if a plane
dropping from the sky is rare.

“Unusually, on that day, this
flight failed to maintain its glide
angle over Block F,” says Ila.
“Which is why, probably, people of
this colony and the several thou-
sands more living in hundreds of
societies around the airport periph-
ery escaped death, personal trage-
dies and loss of property.”

Safety Standards

Subhash Kumar, former general
manager (fire service & fire train-
ing) at Airports Authority of India
(AAI) and chairman of the Indian
Aviation Fire Safety Specialist
Group (IAFSSG), states in his analy-
sis that the crash site spanned 200m.

“Enforcement of a 3km buffer
around airports has been lax in
Ahmedabad due to rapid urban ex-
pansion,” hisreport highlights, add-
ing, “The proximity of residential
buildings to the flight path amplified
ground casualties and complicated
emergency response.”

The disaster prompted the min-
istry of urban development to order
areview of zoning violations, which
could have potential implications for
other Indian airports.

Guidelines for airport develop-
ment specify different rules for new
airports and for expansion of exist-

2 index’ — a measur
1bai’s index is 21.8 |

on an ‘enclosu
r instance, Mu

h and Surat’s is

ing ones. For the new airports, a
buffer area of 6-8sq km — where
residential construction is not per-
mitted —is recommended. For exist-
ing airports, it is recommended for
city planners to disallow residential
areas, hospitals and schools from
being laid out within a certain area
of the aerodrome.

The Urban and Regional Devel-
opment Plans Formulation and Im-
plementation (URDPFT) guidelines,
which most urban plans refer to as
a basis for allocating land use, based
on population and consequent infra-
structure demands, recommend a
buffer zone of 20km radius around
an airport. This zone must have very
low development, and not contain
things like wildlife sanctuaries/
Z00s/bird sanctuaries.

‘Escaping’ Enclosures

India’s cities are growing at an un-
predictable rate. Ahmedabad and
Pune are expanding rapidly, while
Surat and Ghaziabad are among the
fastest growing in the world.

Utpal Sharma, chair professor at
Nirma University’s Institute of Ar-
chitecture and Planning, who has
worked extensively on housing poli-
cies and urban design guidelines,
says many airports — such as the
ones in Mumbai, Ahmedabad and
Delhi — were built on the outskirts,

Sl %

Indira Gandhi Jagadguru Sant
International = Tukaram Maharaj
Airport Int'l Airport

Delhi Pune

f how densely populated areas
.1 lakh

long before the urban sprawl around
them grew. “We did not anticipate
this growth,” he says.

While it is too late to move things
around existing airports, cities like
Mumbai and Delhi are shifting new
air operations outside their limits.
Ahmedabad, too, is considering a
move to Dholera, offering planners
a chance to guide development ap-
propriately. P L Sharma, a city plan-
ning expert, says maintaining a 20-
40km green buffer around existing
airports is “impossible” and riddled
with enforcement challenges.

Dipak Patel, president, CREDAI-
Gujarat, feels the question of illegal
constructions does not arise. “No
building can come up near airports
without AAI's permission”, he says,
adding builders must get permis-
sions from local authorities anyway.

The Funnel Formula

The ‘airport funnel’ is a designated
corridor that aircraft follow during
take-offs and landings, and forms a
critical component of air safety that
must remain clear of all obstruc-
tions. “If these funnels are ‘punc-
tured’ by objects (such as buildings
or other constructions), they may
pose a threat to aircraft during land-
ing or take-off,” explains P L Shar-
ma, adding that the funnel area ex-
tends up to 22km. This regulatory

urce: Study, ‘You're Su

A plane prepares to land at
Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport

35 39 |

Jay Prakash Surat
Narayan International
Airport Airport

Patna Surat

sunded! Measuring the
Enclosure of Airports in Urban Areas’

provision has been in place for over
30 years and is enforced by the civil
aviation department.

According to him, in Surat (39th
in enclosure index rankings), there
were around 20 buildings punctur-
Ing the funnel in 2016. “They are still
there. In Bhavnagar, there is no
mechanism to measure the airport
reference point to know which build-
ing is puncturing the funnel,” he
says. Authorities don’t think about
disasters, so they control the flight
path with height restrictions — the
minimum thing to do under develop-
ment pressure, according to experts.

P L. Sharma says sparse develop-
ment and changes in land use are
part of the solution. “In Vadodara,
the surrounding zone was converted
into an industrial area,” he says.

“Currently, buildings around
the upcoming airport in Panvel
have been granted a height of over
150m,” says Mumbail architect
Laxmi Bhagwat. “This forces us
to think — were the rules laid ear-
lier incorrect, or whether amend-
ments made to them have failed to
accommodate a larger picture.”

This 1s particularly important,
as India envisions 50 new airports
for enhanced connectivity, economic
expansion and ease of living.
“Hence, safety around airports must
be given importance, especially

when most air disasters take place
during take-offs and landings,” adds
Bhagwat, calling for involvement of
urban planning experts and archi-
tects, along with aviation experts, in
drafting development policies.

As population density grows,
and with the wave of redevelop-
ment, residents of Mumbai’s Vile
Parle are seeking increase in per-
missible heights over and above
the prescribed height by civil
aviation authorities due to lack of
awareness of the impacts of living
around an airport.

Preventing Disasters

So, will we go back to being com-
placent? Will the Ahmedabad dis-
aster and the risk to lives on the
ground be forgotten?

“We tolerate until things come
down,” says Utpal. “Some large cit-
ies are still thinking small when
they need hard measures. What we
are doing instead is trying to control
things by regularising haphazard
development. City planners shy
away from raising issues before govt,
and offering options.”

Gujarat has been planning a
greenfield airport at Dholera, which
will become the new Ahmedabad
airport. “But that will take time, and
hence the current airport is being
expanded,” says P L. Sharma.

But Amitabh Pawde, a former
AAI engineer who was posted in
Ahmedabad and Guwahati, among
other airports, says air safety cannot
be assured in piecemeal expansion.
“This is not how international air-
ports are developed. Every aspect
should be factored in, including fu-
ture growth and projections, and
land acquisition for parallel run-
ways. All this is not possible at
Ahmedabad airport. The only alter-
native is to shift it,” says Pawde.

He alsounderlines a very critical
factor to air safety: how hot a city is.
“Where the temperature is high, the
air becomes rare, making maintain-
ing thrust difficult for an aircraft
when taking off.”

Metropolitan Solution

But an aviation industry source
says it’'s impossible to have air-
ports without population around
them. Even if they are built away
from the city, a satellite population
will develop. “Air accidents are
one in amillion,” he says, request-
ing anonymity. “This study’s
model will not be of help in urban
planning. There always needs to
be a compromise between connec-
tivity and people on the ground.”

Another stark reality is that a
large part of such populations is
poor. A prime example of that is

Cities & Airports: Too Close For Comfort

Mumbai’s Jarimari slums, sprawl-
ing adjacent to both airport termi-
nals. “Low-cost house owners are
unaware of the risk they are living
under;” says P L Sharma. “You can’t
expect them to be aware of therules
on planned development, when their
real need is aroof above their head.”

If disaster strikes, compensation
does not cover long-term impact on
lives. “Rehabilitating themselves
and resuming livelihoods become
processes for such groups, especial-
ly if the physical competencies of
injured survivors have been affect-
ed,” says a civic official.

Planning should happen at the
metropolitan region level, not just
at the municipal level, says Utpal.
The 74th Constitutional Amend-

ment mandates Metropolitan Plan-
ning Committees (MPCs) for regions
with populations over 10 lakh to
prepare development plans.

Cities like Mumbai, Bengalu-
ru, Chennai, Delhi and Hyderabad
have already defined such region-
al boundaries.

With growing urban popula-
tions, coordinated planning be-
comes essential. For example, new
alrports are often built far from
city centres and paired with con-
vention centres, hotels and real
estate to ensure financial viability
— as seen In Delhl’s Aerocity.
While it may be impossible to keep
people away from these hubs,
planned development can prevent
unregulated sprawl.

(Inputs from Parag Dave)
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‘Delhi airport
ninth busiest
in the world’

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Indira GandhiInter-
national Airport was ranked the
ninth busiest airport in the
world in 2024, according to the la-
test Airports Council Internatio-
nal (ACI) report. In 2023, it was at
the tenth position.

With nearly 7.8 crore passeng-
ers, the Delhi airport left behind
airports in Los Angeles, Paris,
and New York in thelist of the top
20 busiest airports globally. It saw
a 7.8% rise In passengers in 2024
compared to 2023 and a 13.6% in-
crease compared to 2019. Accor-
dingtothereport, global passeng-
er traffic hit a new high in 2024,
surpassing 9.4 billion traveller-
s—up 8.4% from 2023 and 2.7%
above pre-pandemic levels (2019).
The top 20 airports alone proces-
sed over 1.5 billion passengers,
capturing16% of global traffic.

Atlanta Airport in the US
was the world’s busiest airport,
processing 10,80,67,766 pas-
sengers in 2024. Dubai Interna-
tional Airport stood second
with 9,23,31,506 passengers, fol-
lowed by Dallas/Fort Worth
Airport in the US, which recor-
ded over 8,78,17,864 crore pas-
sengers. Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport, which was ran-
ked the eighth busiest airport
in 2023, occupied the eleventh
position in 2024.

“The United States contri-
buted six airports to the top 20,
mostly dominated by domestic
traffic—except for JFK Air-
port, where international pas-
sengers made up 56%. Howe-
ver, Shanghai Pudong (PVG)
climbed 11 positions to rank
10th globally;” said ACI.

The Delhi airport offers se-
amless connectivity to 153 des-
tinations — 81 domestic and 72
international. Even major air-
lines are expanding their net-
work to facilitate the growing
number of passengers.

Delhi International Airport
Limited, which operatestheair-
port, earlier said that infrast-
ructure, passenger-centric
facilities and efficient transfer
processes played a pivotal role
in the airport’s success. Under
its phase 3A expansion project,
DIAL doubled the internatio-
nal-to-international transfer
area, enhancing capacity and
passenger convenience.
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warm of bees disrupts
operations at Surat airport

Settle On
Aircraft’s Cargo
Compartment
Door

Yagnesh.Mehta

@timesofindia.com

Surat: In a bizarre incident
reminiscent of the 2014 air-
plane-buffalo collision at Su-
rat airport, a swarm of bees
caused a disruption to flight
operations on Monday. The
eventled to panic among pas-
sengers already aboard the
aircraft, prompting swift ac-
tion from airport workers,
who were dealing with such
asituation for the first time,

The Surat-Jaipur Indigo
flight was delayed by about
50 minutes from its schedu-
led departure time of
4.40pm. The delay was cau-
sed by a swarm of bees that
had clustered on one side of
the cargo compartment
shutter of the aircraft. No

passengers or workers were
injured during the incident.

The bees swarmed on the
openshutterof the aircraft's
cargo compartment, cove-
ring one side entirely, Pas-
sengers captured this sight
on their mobile phones, and
the airline and airport staff
were promptly alerted.

“We informed the air-
port’s fire team, and they sa-
id this was their first such

encounter. They used a jet of
water from afire tender tore-
move the bees from the door,
successfully clearing the
area,” an airport official sa-
id.

The origin of the bee
swarm remains unclear, as
there are no known bee colo-
nies or hives on the airport
premises. “Our teams, along
with security experts, con-
ducted a thorough inspec-

tion of the airport in March
ahead of a VIP movement,
and no bee colonies were fo-
und at that time,” the official
added,

The bees were first noti-
ced by staff loading luggage
and passengers on the flight,
who alerted others.

“We are unsure where
the bees came from or why
they gathered on the air-
craft. This was a unigue case
for the airline as well,” an
airline official said.

In Nov 2014, a SpiceJet
aircraft collided with a buf-
falo while taking off, resul-
ting in significant damage
and affecting flight opera-
tions at the city airport for
months, In subsequent ye-
ars, incidents involving
birds and animals continu-
ed, with 28 such occurrences
in 2019-20.

The presence of numero-
us shrimp farms on private
and govt land near the air-
portattracts birds, and there
have also been reports of
dogs and foxes entering the
airport premises,
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At Surat airport, a swarm
of bees delays IndiGo flight

Yagnesh.Mehita
@timesofindia.com

Surat: A swarm of bees that
decided to cluster on a Surat-
Jaipur IndiGo flight, schedu-
led to depart at 4.40pm on
Monday, delayed it by at least
S0 minutes on Mondayw.

The airline staff loading
luggage on the flight first no-
ticed the bees buzzing toget-
her on one side of the air-
craft's cargo compartment
shutter, and quickly alerted
the airline and airport staff.

“We informed the air-
port’s fire team. They used a
jet of water from a fire tender
to remove the bees from the
open shutter,” an airport offi-

Airport’s fire team used a jet
of water to remove the bees

cial said. Even for the fire te-
am this was their first such
encounter, the official said.
No passenger or worker was
injured in the incident. Many
passengers, already aboard
the flight, captured on their
phonesthesizghtof beesswar-

ming on the cargo compart-
ment shutter, covering one si-
deentirely.

“We are unsure where the
bees came from,” an airline
official said. There are no
known beehives on the air-
port premises, he said, ad-
ding, “Our teams, along with
security experts, conducted a
thorough inspection of the
airport in March ahead of a
VIP movement. No heehive
was found at that time.”

In Nov 2014, a SpiceJet air-
craft had collided with a buf-
falo during take-off at the air-
port. In subsequent vears, in-
cidents involving birds and
animals continued, with 28
such oceurrences in 2019-20,
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Swarm of bees delays
flight at Surat auport

Yagnesh.Mehta
@timesofindia.com

Surat; A swarm of bees that
decided to cluster on a Surat-
Jaipur IndiGo flight, sched-
uled to depart at 4.40pm on
Monday; delayed it by at least
50 minutes on Monday.

The airline staff loading
luggage on the flight first no-
ticed the bees buzzing togeth-
eronone side of theaireraft's
cargo compartment shutter,
and guickly alerted the air-
line and airport staff.

“We informed the air-
port’s fire team. They used a
jet of water from a fire tender
to remove the bees from the
open shutter;” an airport offi-
cial said. Even for the fire
team this was their first such
encounter;, the official said.
No passenger or worker was
injured in the incident.

50- MIMLITE DELAY: No pas-
senger or worker was injured in
the incident

Many passengers, already
aboard the flight, captured on
their phones the sight of bees
swarming on the cargo com-
partment shutter.

“We are unsure where the
bees came from,” an airline
official said. There are no
known beehives on the air-
port premises, he said, add-
ing, “Our teams, along with
security experts, conducted a
thorough inspection of the
airport in March. No beehive
was found at that time.”

8 JULY 2025
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MPs express concern over air safety,
seck BCAS audit, say sources

Fo—
Rohit Waid
Hew Dethi

A parliamentary panel on
Tuesday expressed concerns
overair safety after the tragic
crash of an Air India aircraft
in Ahmedabad last month.
The meeting, which was ori-
ginally scheduled to discuss
levy of charges at airports,
witnessed intense discus-
sions about the Air India
crash incident, sources told
businessline.

On Tuesday, Members of
Parliament at the Public Ac-
counts Committee [(PAC)
meeting, chaired by Con-
gress” KC Venugopal, asked
pointed guestions about the
safety of air operations.

Besides, the MPs, sources
said, sought an audit by the
Burean of Civil Aviation Se-
curity (BCAS).

According to sources, the
meeting was attended by top
government  officials, be-
sides representatives of the
airline industry, including

e e

Air India CEO Wilson Camp-
bell.

On their part, the MPs
sought clarity on the time-
frame for the analysis of the
aircraft’s black box, which
will provide in-depth in-
gights into what led to the
crash.

STATUS REPORT

As of now, the investigation
into the tragic Ahmedabad
air crash is led by the Dir-
ector General of the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bur-
ean (AAIB), the designated
authority for such investiga-
tions. Further, Boeing, GE,
and others are assisting in

the probe, sources said.

In a status report on the
recovery and examination of
data from the black boxes,
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
said the analysis of cockpit
voice recorders and flight
data recorders data is
underway.

Additionally, the MPs
sought details on the selec-
tion eriteria of the ecrash
probe committee and asked
“whether any foreign avi-
ation experts had been con-
sulted or had volunteered to
assist in the investigation™

Recently, India granted
observer status to the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Or-
ganization in the investiga-
tion into the crash.

The investigation team,
constituted as per interna-
tional protocol, is led by DG
AAIB GVG Yugandhar and
includes an aviation medi-
cine specialist, an ATC of-
ficer, and representatives
from the US National Trans-
portation  Safety  Board
(NTSB).
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Audit entire aircraft fleet of all
carriers: House panel to DGCA

ARCHIS MOHAN
MNew Delhi, B july

A padiamentary panel on Tuesday
asked the @ialSA regulator
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
{DGCA) to conduet a safery avdit of
the entire fleet of domestic airlines,
put in place a mechanism to check
the erratic surge in air fares,
especially after incidents such as
the Pahalgam terror attack, and
bring about uniformity in user
charges levied by alrporis,

The DGCA, In mum, told the
committee that it will putin placea
mechanism to curb the surge in air
Ticket prices.

Parliament’s Public Accounts
Committee {PAC) met key aviation
stakeholders like secretary, minis-
try of civil aviation, representatives
ofthe DGCA and Alrports Anthoriny
of India on the subject "levy and
regulation of fees, tariffs, user
charges on public Infrastructure
and other public utilities.” The
meeting focused on three issues,
namely user fee, surge in air fares

What PAC said

® PAC acked DGCA to set
up proper mechanisms
for air safety

& Termed DGCA's audit of
Air India's Boeing 787
Dreamliner fleet after
Ahmedabad crash
‘insufficient’

® Suggested bringing out
uniformity in user
charges through set
formula -

]

———

and safety, On the surge in air fares,
an official said the DGCA will be
talking to airlines to have a consen-
sus on developing a mechanism
and putting guidelines in place,

sources sabd.

At the meeting, members urged
the DGCA to carry out a compre-
hensive safety review of all passen-
ger alrcrafis of domestic airlines,
and termed insufficient the audit
only of Air India’s Boeing 787
Dreamliner fleet that the DGCA car-
ried out post the June 12 crash of its
Ahmedabad-London flight in
which 241 people were killed.

The panel members flagged user
charges being passed over 1o pas-
sengers, the disparity In user
charpes being levied on domestic
and international passengers, and
the variation between user charges
that the AAl levies versus those
levied by alrports that are managed
by the private players, sources said.

Congress MP K CVenugopal-led
PAC aler asked when the inquiry
report of the Ahmedabad air crash
was likely tobe submitted. Air India
Chief Executive Officer (CEQ) and
Managing Director Campbell
Wilson told the committes his air-
lime will complete retrofitting of its
fleet by 2027 , sources said.
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Three nationalisations

There are lessons from how governments over the vears
have dealt with SBEL LIC and Air India

About s=ven derades apn, the Indlan gevernment
under Prienebintser Tewabardal Ketimunationallsesd
hees magor entities. One of thern — Emme Bank of
Inadin [SET) — b cefebmibingibe focth snnbversary of it
redncamatian this menth. The second — Life nsor-
ance-Corpormtion | L5 — will mark 7o vesmof nmion-
alemiion In 2006 And the thicd showokl have
celebrated s ot anedve rsary of nasionallsation teo
years: ago, hut could notdoso s irees privatised just
A year bednne turning 70 as a natioralised ousfie. This
was Alrindia.

The trajecinny of these three enter-
prises that embarked on thelr ndivid- r
mal jpumeys over the lem seven decadss
tedls ibe siory of how Indian govern-
menis aver the years have loodedai the
ownership pattem of eoonomic entltiss
— and whiat could detenmine the furume
of their pwneship pamern. & cloce
examination of the key factoms ar play
would be [rmmuctive.

A pommaon facinr uming the thres
entities i that they all belonged 1o the
eervices sector. One wes providing avi
atfeaservices and the other two were providing finan-
cial services — offering banking and lifs Insuance
fncilities 1o customers. They were all touching the
Lives of people in ways many beavy industries or
manfacruring companies would oot The govern-
mem’s appmoach i their ownemship was perhaps
Enibsenced by that reallsstion. Interestingly, Mebmr's
narionalisation was largely focused on taking over
businesmes operating in the services sector. in comtmst
tochis danghter Indira Gand hi who nasionalissd not
just haniesand geneml insumnce companies, ot alen
companiesinthe indusitial orminl g seoo e iex-
Hissand coal.

Looking back. the stracsgy behind nacionalising
the Imperial Bank of [ndia and renaming i 581
seems an have paidd nff. Overthe past sevendecaides,
EHI b groawn: stronger. reanining B stas as the
conmry s iarpest commereial hank. From o natons|
poind of view, SE1 bas alzo played 3 major mie n
bielning the governmess ofthe dey 1o manags mamy

my:

RAISINA HILL

A K BHATTRCHARYA

crizzs and achieve Bs governance geals.

These Enchided SE mesting the oedit nesds
lurirgg the Tredia-Chima war bn séo throogh aspeciall
scheme shipping 2o toneees-of confrecabed geldd to s
Swiss bank o help Inclia procu e 2300l lon o My
Fora; raising S16 billion under the India development
bonds s=heme laterthat yenrtoball the coomiry oot of
tix precarious balance of payments situation: and
lmunching the Resirgesn India Bond scheme in 1908
to mise S¢2 billlon fmm non-residern Indians to
belsterthe prvermment’s foreign exchange reserves.

B alsn toolsthe kead fnjpoendarting the
sovernmeni's inandal inclusion. plan
by opening.Jan Dhan accomms, ihe be-
gesiamong all banks. And when the gov
emment mmched the conmoversial
clerioml bond scheme in 2008, which
permified anonymoms donations bo
polizicall parties. it was once gaim SAL
tha was athorised o operaie it il the
COAZIITY s st conint declared it unoon
struiomal in sty

¥ei, questiors bove besn mised
abort the governance stnsctune of SHL
Should the govermment. as fts majority sharebolder,
coemime to play o keyrolein appolnting i top man
agememn, nchsding the chief executive, o should it
aliow the regulaznr, the Reserve Bank of India, o treat
11 e any ouber private-sector bankand decide on s
leadership? This has been a honeof contention oooe
imawhile between the regulator and the prvemmeni.

With over 7 per ceng off its equity heing owned by
thee governnern ard the e widshy: beld by the putic.
SEd, bas never been a candidate for privatisacion. or
even Aatherdisinvestment The country's top lank s
ireated & A s masgic asmet and all governmens have
bedieved in remining Rsmauses a public sectoremity
There Is nle doubt that SAI's cenership painem will
remain unchanged, even though the debaie over the
nature of regulsory oversight and procedures for
AppOiniing s e manageme s ey incontinie.

LIC. India’s largest | ife insurance oompany, will
compdete TO vears.as a natinna lsed eniivy in Jann-
ary 6. In 16, the Nehr govermment promul-

gated an cedinance o mtomlise @ mamy 2s 184
Imdian and foreign inmsrers opemting o the iz
inmmnes secinrand mergethem into s single entity
— LIC. The govermment jusithied the deckion onthe
roucsts thar there wis widesprend comuption im ihe
sexctor and life imsurance services i the people weps
acversey aflected.

In aquist pperation. C D Deshomubkh, the Ansnce
ministera that time, chosetoadifress the nation on
Adl tnd b Radio o announce the government sdect-
shon o naticnalise the life insurance indusiry and
creste LIC. For aboot 37 pears, LIC emjoyed & man-
apoly over iife insumnce services in India, wnell
mbieTr private secior players were allowed into the
markss In 2943 Bu LIC has cootinued (o rezaln s
number oo stais in the e nsurance sector over
the pam 51 yeors

Lot she goverment deciced in st LI0 oo the
ourses andshed a 3 5 per cem sinke thougha poiblic
offer. It has aucharisation toesell u pio o pes cent of s
staketoforeten investors, bot les than halfa percest
of that limit has be=n used so far. Over the e few
yeers, the govemmment bss the fle=dbiling i edce ks
stnke i 56, § per cent1nver S percent. Buf given
thecurmers jukewarm approach todisinvestmens and
ke goesmment’s resonnces positon such sinkedio
thon sunitkehy:

LIC b= & profiahls comparmy and ks current share
it first-yesr iife inssenee premium inoome in the
couminy s over 57 per cem. The combined firs-pear
premium ncome bustness of sl private-s=cioe i
insurance providens i ssmallerthansha o LI Fot, ax
in the cose of SEI, govermmenis over the years have
used L1C to underinks operations at thelr behest —
whether 10 support a falling market ar o acguine
stakes in companies o ward off o taleover thress. In
the yeams ahead, therefore, the governmems may
reduce its sizke i phases from the aurme ot level, but
ttwillcomminae tohea majorny ownerof LIC.

The cese of Alr India, which was set up by the
Tatas in 1L iscom plesely differens. Adterthe Kehru
gpovemment decided o maticmalise hoth nhe devilmct
atinnincustry nnd Adr Indtia the air | neeqpanded s
international opermioms. Howeser, s financinl per
formance was poar and got works after the miation
indistry was thamn open b privaie players m sy,
1o 2007, the povermmens merged Indisn Addines,
annthier sime-owned SR COmpany operting
domesticservios, witi Alr indls. But the nses ken
moanting and after sevenlunsuccessiul anempas,
the grvemment finally mansged o privatse Al
Imdia kn 2oz Alr Indis's joermney since the Tatas
bought it back has been rociy. Tie govermment has
every reason to feel relieved that o longer hasto
use Gy money o fimance the lnses of 3 srate-
wmed enterprise

The nationalisation sory ol these thres entdties
has one clear message. [ an entity s tobe retxined
under simie gwnershin, the govermment mUs ersuns
it remains profitable, doss not become a dainon the
exchequer sresounces, and plays astrategic mole in the
govemment's overall plans for economic developr
ment. Enterprises that do oot fulfil these condicions
havee no reason 0-ontinee o openie s publicsecton
unirs. Thiswas hroadhy thespiritof the povermmens's
jpitblic sacror policy emuncismed in 3. The lssons
trom thise three natioralisations once again andes-
line the meed forporssing that policy
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IndiCio expected to convert purchase rights for
40 A350 aircraft into firm order: Airbus exec

‘IndiGo Likely to
Firm Up Orders
for More A350s’
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REGULATOR UNDER FIRE

Will Devise Means to
Curb Airfare Surge:
DGCA Tells Parl Panel

Regulator may fix a price

ceiling on certain routes

during festive seasons
JatinTakkar

Mew Delhi: The Directorase CGiene

ralal Civil Aviation {DGCK) an Ty
esday informed o parlam

I'\luI the civil @vda-
I||ln ministry
v from airdi
Parli
Commities,
ol cnpe
Tt safoby Some MPs Als
i 1ital !

e eIy
Soupias sakl thoe Alreradt Acclk-
demt Invostigaiion Farean ks
wid yer submbteed Its pepart an
the Alr Imidla Flﬂnﬁmﬂlll r’ﬂ\-
mdkabad o 0
peaple incld
hoard the Hocing

241 of rI||.-_ on
T Dreamlicer

The annlysis s still cngoing and
the burean is within the Sday pe
rind tnsuhnuit thereport, ke
Civil aviation secretary
Sinha, DGCA chief Faiz
Adr Indin chief executive
1l Wilscm as well a5 1op o

Ahmed
Eidwni
Conaphell

umdersared [
et T Eigha saf
Mecussing the

Al :|I-II| flight

niy ||I.¢'|I' o Tho B
(BRI e H T I'I. T
st r A
N oo n.:l wality I.I||| Wi
ted Eo kneom Erom the: bareaw when
1% Teport om the Alr Indin plane
crash windd be ready

Ln ihe mesting, it was alse infor
med ihat safety audits of Booing

787 Ureamlinerso ted by vario
us lines have been completed, sowr
rmn:nl

commiites,
b eemaiary

nagar after the Pa
atiack and during r|L"" Maha
Eumbh in Prayagrn), according to
the sources

‘When n odfickal said dhe DGCA
will he talking to airlmes
7 deieboping & me
1t susch price inore
¥ member shol back wonde
Ihﬂll'lhlr|||.-:-:"|-'l' will com-

(T |
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AAIB submits preliminary
report on Al plane crash

HITIM KUMAR
New Dethi, July &

THE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT
Investigation Bureay (AME)
submitted = preliminary
repart on the Alr India plane
crsh o the ministryofdvil avi
athon and otherauthoritieseon
cernedon :ur_":-ih:.l: Al:{rln"lng to
senbor govemment officlals.
The prelimimary report
Includes alreraft information,
crew details, weather condi
tions,acrodrome data, adescrip
thon of the accident and thecus-
rent statas of the imestipation,
but it does not vet inelude fnd-
ings,probable causesofthea o
dent, or safety reconumenda -
tions, a semvior official inld FE
The imvestigation is still under
way and a detailed final report
will be released in the coming
months, This final report i
expected o provide a compre
hansive understanding of the
factorsthat bod tothe orash
The Ahmedabad-Lendon
Al171 flight crashed just min
utes after taldng off from Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel | nterma
tional Airport on June 13,
claiming the lives of over 260
people. Aocording to sources,
the eportdocuments technical
findings from the crash wredk-
age, including the extent of
damaprio thearoaft sengines
-IILI.I sl I'|.:I|Irl.ll." — |‘.-.1L1.I 1% cofsdd

Air India CEQ Campbell Wilson [right) with RCP MP Praful Patel
atthe Parliament House ahead of 3 mesting of the Publie
Accounts Committes on Tuesday -

erel crucial to tmderstandmg
thecanseof the disaster.

House panel meet
on aviation safety

The meport came justhours
ahead of a meeting of Parlia
ment's Public Accounts Com-
miittee (PAC) Seniorofficals
from the ministryof dvll ava-
taon |'II'I£|I'I"|1I1"\T"I1L'I|I\'1‘- ofair
lines appeared bedome the com
mitter, Airlndia has rr|'||1r|r'r||1.'
told the FAC that the Boelng
Dream liner remains “one of
the safest airoaft Inopeation®
globally, even as scrutiny
intensifies following the plane
crash in Alhmedabac Ar Indis

CECrand M D Camphell Wilson
told the conmmittes his airtne
will com plete retrof itting of its
fleet in two years o address
frequent complaints about its
seats and other facilitics, and
underscored 1t commitment
toflight safety, sowrces said
Congress MP K C Venu-
eopal who leads the panel, told
reporters after the mesting
that the committes members
were all worried about safety
msues, wrth NCP MP Pratul
Patel noting that several incl
denks I:'."-Ih'lwing the Ahmed
abad crash were reported and
that every passenger wantsto
fioed safie about theirfourney.
(Wit PTT tugruats)
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Akasa Air, GMR Aero

Technic ink pact

FPJ News Service
MUMBA!

Alkasa Air signed a three-year
agreement with GMR Aero
Technic for base maintenance
support of its Boeing 737 MAX
fleet. The aiframe mainten-
ance, repair and overhaul
(MRO) organisation will under-
take C check maintenance
requirements for the aidine.
Akasa signed an agreement
with GMR Aerc Technic on
Monday for the base mainten-
ance support of its Boeing 737
MAX fleet Under the agree-
ment, GMR Aem Technic will
undertake scheduled base

maintenance checks for Akasa
Airs fleet at its state-of-the-art
MRO facility, located in
Hyderabad. Akasa Air said that
the partnership underscores
its commitment to mainiaining
a modern, efficient fleet that
upholds the highest standards
of safety and reliability. Belson
Coutinho, co-founder and COO
of Akasa Air, said “We place
utmost importance on the
safety and reliability of our
fleet. Partnering with GMR
Aero Technic for base mainten-
ance aligns with our commit-
ment o maintaining the high-
est technical standards as we
scale mpidh”
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{ PARLIAMENTARY PANEL MEETING }

Waiting for Al-171 crash

probe report: Officials

Air safety in focus as
key panel meets toda

Saubhadra Chatterji and
Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Aviation ministry and
Air India officials told a parlia-
mentary committee on Tuesday
they are “eagerly waiting” for the
preliminary investigation report
into the June 12 crash that killed
260 people.

The Public Accounts Commit-
tee session, originally scheduled to
discuss infrastructure fees and tar-
iffs, instead became the first parlia-
mentary meeting to address the
Air India Flight 171 tragedy and
broaderaviation safety concerns.

The discussion came just days
ahead of Friday's 30-day deadline
for the Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) to report its
preliminary findings into the crash
of Flight171, the cause of which is
yet to be determined.

Several MPs highlighted multi-
ple air safety incidents that have
occurred since the Ahmedabad
crash, with one Opposition mem-
ber demanding a special audit of
the Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS), the ministry’s security
wing responsible for safety stan-
dardsatairports nationwide, peo-
ple aware of the matter said.

BJP MP Jagdambika Pal con-
firmed air safety dominated the
proceedings, with lawmakers
including former aviation minister
Praful Patel, BJP's Ravishankar
Prasad, and Congress's Shaktisinh
Gohil pressing officials on investi-
gation progress and systemic
safety measures.

Air India officials defended
their Boeing 787 fleet, telling the
committee the aircraft “has been
and is considered one of the safest
aircraft in the world,” noting that
1,100 such planes are currently in
service globally.

MPs posed detailed questions
about the investigation's technical
aspects, seeking information on
team composition, including
whether type-rated pilots and
engineers for the Boeing 787 are
involved in the probe, a person
aware of the discussions told HT.

They also enquired about the
current status of the analysis of
digital flight data recorder and
cockpit voice recorder, question-
ing whether the work is being con-
ducted at AAIB's laboratory at
Udaan Bhawan and its technical
capabilities. Lawmakers asked
whether foreign agencies such as
the US National Transportation
Safety Board or the UK's Air Acci-
dents Investigation Branch have
been requested to assist the inves-
tigation. Officials are expected to
provide written responses to the
parliamentary queries.
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NEW DELHI: The aviation secre-
tary and industry representatives
will participate in a day-long
safety review of the airline sector
on Wednesday, days before the
first report into the Air India
Flight 171 tragedy is expected.

The parliamentary standing
committee on transport, tourism
and culture, headed by JD(U)'s
Sanjay Jha, will bring together
government officials and airline
executives to examine safety
standards across India’s civil avi-
ation sector ahead of the crucial
30-day deadline that ends on July
11. “The topic for discussion is
overall safety of the civil aviation
sector,” said a senior official, ask-
ing not to be named. The civil
aviation ministry will conclude
proceedings with observations
on safety concerns and sector
preparedness.

All major stakeholders,
including the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA), will
present their safety protocols
during the session scheduled to
begin at llam.

Attendees will include the civil
aviation ministry secretary, sen-
ior leadership from major air-
lines, airport authorities, DGCA
officials, and Airports Authority
of India (AAI) representatives.

On June12, Air India Flight 171
crashed moments after take-off,
claiming the lives of all but one of
the 242 passengers on board and
killing 19 others at the medical
college compound that it
slammed into and burst into
flames.

The Air Accident Investigation
Board (AAIB) is expected this
week to release its preliminary
findings into the incident and a
second official aware of the mat-
ter confirmed the release is on
track for this week, potentially
marking the first time India has
issued such a report within the
internationally recommended
30-day timeframe.

While the contents of the
report are unknown, it will likely
figure information following
analysis of flight data recorders,
cockpit audio, aircraft mainte-
nance records, and crew qualifi-
cations among others.

The report will provide factual
information gathered during the
initial investigation phase,

L

On June 12, Air India flight 171
crashed moments after take-
off, claiming the lives of all
but one of the 242 passengers

on board. REUTERS
including basic circumstances of
the accident, aircraft technical
details, weather conditions at the
time of the crash, and immediate
observations from the accident
site examination.

Generally, a determination of
causes or safety recommenda-
tions are reserved for the com-
prehensive final report.

The 30-day deadline is part of
International Civil Aviation Orga-
nization (ICAO) Annex 13 guide-
lines under the Chicago Conven-
tion on International Civil Avia-
tion—an agreement that India is
asignatory to.

These internationally binding
standards require the investigat-
ing state to notify ICAO immedi-
ately of any aircraft accident and
submit a preliminary report
within 30 days containing factual
information available at that
stage of the investigation.

The preliminary report serves
to provide early transparency
and share critical safety informa-
tion with the global aviation
community, even as the detailed
investigation continues. Under
the same ICAO framework, the
comprehensive final report—
which will include detailed anal-
ysis, probable cause determina-
tion, and safety recommenda-
tions—must be completed within
12 months of the accident date.

Officials emphasised the meet-
ing addresses systemic safety
issues rather than specific inci-
dents. “The committee is exam-
ining overall safety aspects, not
just the Air India crash or recent
helicopter incidents in Uttara-
khand,” a third official clarified.
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NEW DELHI: The aviation secre-
tary and industry representatives
will participate in a day-long
safety review of the airline sector
on Wednesday, days before the
first report into the Air India
Flight 171 tragedy is expected.

The parliamentary standing
committee on transport, tourism
and culture, headed by JD(U)'s
Sanjay Jha, will bring together
government officials and airline
executives to examine safety
standards across India’s civil avi-
ation sector ahead of the crucial
30-day deadline that ends on July
1. “The topic for discussion is
overall safety of the civil aviation
sector,” said a senior official, ask-
ing not to be named. The civil
aviation ministry will conclude
proceedings with observations
on safety concerns and sector
preparedness.

All major stakeholders,
including the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA), will
present their safety protocols
during the session scheduled to
begin at llam.

Attendees will include the civil
aviation ministry secretary, sen-
ior leadership from major air-
lines, airport authorities, DGCA
officials, and Airports Authority
of India (AAI) representatives.

On June 12, Air India Flight 171
crashed moments after take-off,

claiming the lives of all butone of

the 242 passengers on board and
killing 19 others at the medical
college compound that it
slammed into and burst into
flames.

The Air Accident Investigation
Board (AAIB) is expected this
week to release its preliminary
findings into the incident and a
second official aware of the mat-
ter confirmed the release is on
track for this week, potentially
marking the first time India has
issued such a report within the
internationally recommended
30-day timeframe.

While the contents of the
report are unknown, it will likely
figure information following
analysis of flight data recorders,
cockpit audio, aircraft mainte-
nance records, and crew qualifi-
cations among others.

The report will provide factual
information gathered during the
initial investigation phase,

On June 12, Air India flight 171
crashed moments after take-
off, claiming the lives of all
but one of the 242 passengers

on board. REUTERS
including basic circumstances of
the accident, aircraft technical
details, weather conditions at the
time of the crash, and immediate
observations from the accident
site examination.

Generally, a determination of
causes or safety recommenda-
tions are reserved for the com-
prehensive final report.

The 30-day deadline is part of
International Civil Aviation Orga-
nization (ICAO) Annex 13 guide-
lines under the Chicago Conven-
tion on International Civil Avia-
tion —an agreement that India is
asignatory to.

These internationally binding
standards require the investigat-
ing state to notify ICAO immedi-
ately of any aircraft accident and
submit a preliminary report
within 30 days containing factual
information available at that
stage of the investigation.

The preliminary report serves
to provide early transparency
and share critical safety informa-
tion with the global aviation
community, even as the detailed
investigation continues. Under
the same ICAO framework, the
comprehensive final report—
which will include detailed anal-
ysis, probable cause determina-
tion, and safety recommenda-
tions—must be completed within
12 months of the accident date.

Officials emphasised the meet-
ing addresses systemic safety
issues rather than specific inci-
dents. “The committee is exam-
ining overall safety aspects, not
just the Air India crash or recent
helicopter incidents in Uttara-
khand,” a third official clarified.
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Parl panel meeting:

DGCA assures of steps
to curb airfare surge

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Aviation regu-
lator DGCA said on Toesday o
will put in place a mechanism
1o curb whopping surge in afr
ticket prices, recently witnessed
during the Maha Kumbh and
post-Pahalgam terror attack. as
the tssue coupled with concerns
over air salety after the Ahmed-
abad plane crash dominated
proceedings ata parlisamentary
panel meeting.

Alr India CEO and MD
Campbell Wilson told the com-

mittee his airline will complete

retrofitting of its fleet in two
years to address frequent com-
plaints about its seats and other

facilities, and underscored its
commitment to Hight safety,
sources said

An Alr India Boeing 787
Dreamliner carrying over 240
people had crashed moments
after taking off from the
Ahmedabad airport on June
12, killing all but one person
aboard in one of the worst avia-
tion disasters that has broughi
the issue of air satety into sharp
foeus.

Some members of the Pub-
lic Accounts Commities, led
by Congress MP K C Venugo-
]:l-il. :{::flandﬂ.i an audit u;LEIh:
Bureau of Civil Aviation Seca-
rity, citing a spate of incidents
concerning operational safely,
and asked when the probe
report into the crash will be
ready.

With the probe still going
on, there was no detailed dis-
cussion on the Ahmedabad
crash, and members confined
themselves to broader concerns
about safety.

Venupopal told reporters
after the meeting that the com-
mittes members were all wor-
ried about safety issues, with
NCP MP Praful Patel noting

» Alr India CEO and MD
Campbell Wikon teld
the committee his airline
will complete retrafitting
of its fleet in two years

to addres fraguent
complaints abeut its seats Comnittee, led by
and other faciities Congress MP .C
Venugopal, demanded
* Some members of on oudit of the Bureau of
that several incidents follow-  lighting his discomfort caused

ing the crash were reporied and
that every passenger wants (o
fieel safe about their journey.

Members grilled official
agencies over what some of
them described as an “arhi-
trary” surge in air icket prices
and cited a host of t!ua.mph:.'-,
ineluding the manifold hike in
fares for planes flying from Sri-
nagar after the Pahalgam ter-
ror altack and during the Maha
Kumbh in Prayagraj, according
to the sources.

When an official said the
Directorate General of Ciil
Aviation (DGCA) will be talk-
ing to atrlines to havea consen-
sus on developing a mechanism
against it, a BJP member shot
back wondering il the unfatr
practice will continue for want
of consensus while some other
MPs added that the aviation
regular has the remil to take
achon

The DGCA said it will be
piatling gu!d.c].l.m.-:i i ]:l]al:n: Lo
curb any unreasonable surge in
prices, the sources sabd,

Amid complaints of broken
or uncomfortable seats in Air
India planes and other issues
of passenger convenlence, an
MP in the meeting recalled his
recent visit abroad in the busi-
ness class of the sitine, IJ'LEJ'L-

by the condition of the seat.

Adr India CEOQ Wilson
satd his airline is working to
address these concerns and will
do an overhaul of its fleet in
Iwo years.

Some members demanded
an overall aiai':ly audit of all
{lights in operation, with the
DGCA asserting that it has
k.l:pi passengens weell -i:l-l::ii'l!._",
paramount,

One of the MPs sought to
know from the ministry offi-
clals about the time frame for
u.umpll:tin.g the amilysis of
the aircraft’s black boxes, the
sources safd.

A member, sources said,
claimed that while user ﬂ]uu];rs
have risen, the convenience for
travellers has declined.

Officials from the civil avia-
tion ministry, DGCA, Airports
Ecomomic Rl:gu]a[ur}' Author-
ity of India (AERA), Airports
Authority of India (AAL), AAl
Cargo Logistics and Allied Ser-
vices Company Ltd (AATCLAS)
and the Bureau of Civil Avia-
ton Security (BCAS), among
others, attended the meeting,

Top offictals of various air-
lines, including Air India, Spice
Jet and IIuj!gu. and corparies
imvolved o airporl operations
like Adani Airport Hulding
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Air India crash
report submitted

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Dethi

Imaost 26 d&}'i after an
Aaj: crash involving Air
India London bound
AllT71, which left over 270
dead on June 12, the Adrerall
Accident Investigation Burean
{AAIB) has submitted its pre-
[Lminar:r' report o thie Ministry
aof Civil Aviation and other rel-
evant authorities. While the
contents of the preliminary
ri are nol known, it is
believed that it will give criti-
cal information about what
caused the crash. According to
sources, Lhe report i based on
the bureau's initial assessment
and findings gathered in the
I:E.I'I].' ]_:r]u.st of the investigation.
Meanwhile, a Parliament’s
Public Accounts Committee
{PAC) also held discussions
with senior civil aviation min-
istry officials as well as airline
and airport representatives,
wlih several Parliamentarians
information on the
rufta pla.n: crash and when

lh: probe report will be ready.
Among other issues, some
members demanded an andit
of the Burean of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS). The members
also raised concerns over a sud-
den surge in Srinagar airfares
following the Puhaﬁgnm terror

Al defended the Boeing
Dreamliner in the wake
of the Al 171 crash in
Ahmedabad, calling it
one of the safest
alircraft in operation

attack in April The Directorale
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) informed the PAC
that it will put in place a mech-
anism to curb whopping surge
in air Heket prices, recently wit-
nessed during the Maha
Kumbh and post-Pahalgam
terror attack, as the ssue cou-
pled with concerns over air
safety afler the Ahmedabad
plane crash dominated pro-
ceedings at a parliamentary
panel meeting.

Adr India, in its submission
to the PAC defended the
Boeing Dreamliner m in
the wflsf of the 1r:1g]c AL 171
crash in Ahmedabad, calling it
one of the safest aircraft in
operation. Air India CEO and
MD Campbell Wilson told the
committes his airdine will com-
plete retrofitting of its fleet in
two years o address frequent
complaints aboul its seats and
other facilities, and under-
scored 118 commitment Lo
Mlight safety.

Continsed on % P4

DELHT

S JULY 2025

Air India crash report submitted

Contisued irem # Pl The air-
fine informed the panel that
over 1,000 Dreambiners are
currently operating plobally.
The aidine's defence came
dluring a PAC mesting that was
origimlly scheduled 1o discuss
“levy charjies at airpoits” bul
turned inlo & lense sessinn over
the |une 12 exash.

Some members of the PAC,
led by Congress MP KC
Vermgopal, demanded an i
ol the Burean of Civil Aviation
Secarity, citing a pate of inc
dents conce rong Llpnraliunn]
ul'-n'_l. ard asked when the
probe neport into the crash will
be ready. With the probe atill
|_q.|mH o, e was no detaibed
ditcussion on the Ahmaedabad
crash, and members confined
themselwes 1o broader con-
cerns about safsty.

The AAIR is expected to
continue its in-depth imvestiga-
tinn 0 determine the exaci
cauise of the crash and recom-
mend safely measures
forward expected to aﬂ'
According to sources, the
repust otlined the key obser-
valling by the investigalors
related 1o Right data, weather
consditions, electrical, mechan-
ical or technical T-erfurma.m::
by the atrerafi after taking off
fromn the Sardar "."nll.nhl:l'i:llui
Patel Internationsal Arrport and
the crew aclions and their
communication with the Adr
Traffic Controd | ATC). Sources
szl the AATH has nol condud-
ed the reansions that led 1o such
a massive air dicaster in India's
aviation history in decades.

The Ahmedabad-London
Al1Tl Il'th crashed within
mimsies of @keodl from the

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Intermational Airport on June
12 A total of 260 people were
killed i the accideni tha
meluded 241 in the l’llﬁhl.
inchucling passenygers and crew,
and 19 persomns oa the ground.
Only one prssenger survived
the erash The Etalsties on the
ground wene caused after the
acroplane crashed into the B]
Medical College.

A combined unit of the
Digital Flight Data Recorder
(DEDR) and the Cockpit Yoice
Reconder (CVER) was recov-
ered from the crash site on
June 13, amd another sel was
forrnd om June 16, This masdel
of airerafl has two black box
sete. A multi-diseiplinary leam
from AALR commenced an
investigation ngo e crash on
hinne 12 The iny n-:.up,uxi.ul. W
ardered by the DG, AALR LS
NTSH and OEM teami abo
arrived 1o assis the AATR 2
per 1CAL probocals.

The Public Accounts
Committee { PAC), headed by
sentor Congress leader K C
Venugopal, mel the senior
afficials and airfine represen-
tatives. Mamy paned members
meentioed the Air India plane
craidi on June 12, and omne of
the members sought t know
from the ministry officials
aboud the time frame [or com
Pl: ling the analysis of the air
craft’s hlack boxes

Several commillee mem-
bers expressed concerna over
the sudden rise in airfares for
Sritagar lights fllowing the
Fah Tﬂnm lerror attack.
L]ﬂ':u.'uﬁ- [roum the muiniviry; the
Directorale General of Cavil
Aviation (DMGCA), Abrports

Economic Regulatary
Authority af Indin [AEHA},
Adrports Auvthowity of India
{AALY, AAL {:arﬂ,u J.vugi.lll.r_!
and Alkied Services Compramy
Ligd {AAICLAS) and Berean of
Civil Awiation Security
[BCAS), g olhér, altend-
ed the meeting. The agenila of
the meeting was to take ol
evidence of the represeniatives
af the ministry, DGCA,

AERA AAL AAICLAS BCAS
and other cancerned organiss-
tions, including airpuort oper

aluis amd a.i.rilnn. on the sub-
jed 'Le-.-.r anal ulation of
fees, tariffy, user charges, etc.
On public infrastruciure anid
other public uiilities’, as per the

Lok b.nHu H'El'ﬂ!'lt
D m::’hng T
bers i official a

uver wh.nl some o Lh:m
described 28 an “arbitrary”
sairge inair ticket prices and
clled o hod of exam
inchuding the manifold J'uEe
fares for planes fying from
Seimagar after the J’JE.':
terror atlack and dmtr.lg [I:!
Moha Eumbh in Prayagrai,
according to the sounces.
When an official said the
DGCA will be talking o air
lines 1o have a consensus on
developing a mechanism
against it, 3 B member shot
back wondering o the unfair
practice will continue for wani
ol comsensus while sume other
MPs adided that the aviation
regular has the remit to take
action. The DGCA said it will
be putting pridelines in place
1o curh any unreasonable
wirge in prices, the sources
f Asnid uump|.:.|r|l.-: of
broken or wnoominrtable seats

in Air India planes and other
issues of passenger otnve-
nience, an MP in the meeti

recalled his recent visit zl:!m.'lns
in the busimess chess of the air-
line, haghlighting his discom-

lort cansed by the condition of
the seal.
Some members demanded

an overall salety audil of all
fights in operation, with the
DGEA aseerting that il has
ket passengers udi-h:inﬁ
paramount. Coe af the MPs
sought to know from the min-
istrv officials aboul the time
frame for completing the
analysis of the aircraft's black
boxes, the sources said

A member, sounced. sasd,
claimed that while user
charges have risen. the conve-
nience for travellers has
declined.

Patel. a firmer civil aviation
minister and a member of the
cornrmitlee, said My had walid
concerns aboud the price sume.
Li Ealks wathin the jurisdiction
of the DGCEA and the minastry,
and they dwsald invale exist-
iny provisions o maintain
ticket prices 3 a reasonable
level, he added. On safety, he
said the DGOA needs muore
skilled experts al the senior
leved, suggesting that it shauld
reermploy retived odficials with
requisite expertise o fll

e ap.

It will help ensure that all
salely standards are fully comi-
plied, he said. An audit ol the
enline secior and all aircrail
may be done al the eadiest to
reslore passenger conlidence,
he wmid, while insigting that
Indian aviation is 5a.1£ amd
there is no need (o panic.
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India likely to make
preliminary Al 171
crash report public

Keenly Watched
As It’s 1st Major
B787 Accident

Manju.V@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: As the 30-day limit
tosubmit the report of the pr-
eliminary Investigation into
the June 12 Air India accident
in Ahmedabad to Internatio-
nal Civil Aviation Organisa-
tion (ICAQO) ends this week,
there 1s anticipation India
will release it to the public.

»Tech glitch prompts
emergency landing, P 11

The ICAO places no obli-
gation on an investigating co-
untry to make the report pub-
lic,and Indiahadnotreleased
the preliminary report of the
last major accident at Calicut
in 2020. But the AI171 probe is
being followed by the global
airline industry with keen in-
terest as it was the first major
one involving a Boeing 787.

20 REPORT WITHHELD

> India did not release the
2020 Calicut Al crash report

> Might go the other way this
time since it’s the first probe
of the ‘more electric’ B787s

» |f substantial and critical,
the findings could reshape
Boeing 787 global operations,
says a senior commander

“Apart from the roles and
responsibilities of Air India,
DGCA and others, the investi-
gation will crucially be a Boe-
ing 787 systems-level case stu-
dy. It’s the first such global in-
vestigation of the ‘more elec-
tric’ B787 aircraft. The
preliminary findings, if sub-
stantial and critical, could
reshape B787 operations,” sa-
id a senior commander, requ-
esting anonymity “What we
hear is that India will make
the preliminary report pub-
lic thistime,” he added.

»Lion Air crash, P 24

DELHT 9 JULY 202&

2018 Indonesian Lion Air crash
was last one tracked this closely

pContinued fromP1

rior to the June 12 acci-
P dent, thelast major fatal

accident India investi-
gated was the Aug 2020 Cali-
cut Air India Express acci-
dent involving a Boeing 737
and 21 deaths. Back then, the
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) did not
release its preliminary re-
port to the public.

Since an aircraft accident
investigation is solely carried
out to learn lessons and pre-
vent a repeat — unlike a mur-
der investigation, it does not
apportion blame or trace cul-
prits — most countries re-
lease their preliminary find-
ings to the public.

The last time the global
aviation industry tracked an
accldent investigation closely
was 1n 2018 after the Oct 29 In-
donesian Lion Air Boeing 737
MAX crash. Keeping with the
30-day deadline, on Nov 28, In-
donesia’s National Transpor-
tation Safety Committee sent
a preliminary report to ICAO
and also publicly released it.
In fact, it announced in ad-
vance that the preliminary re-

0 0 e e
PLANE TRUTHS

port would be uploaded on its
website at10 am on Nov 28.
“The preliminary investi-
gation following Lion Air FI-
ight 610 revealed that prior to
the crash, a system called Ma-
noeuvring Characteristics
Augmentation System or
MCAS engaged without the
Lion Air pilots’ knowledge.
Back then, Boeing hadn't dis-
closed MCAS to any airlines
or pilots. The MCAS lowers
the nose automatically to pre-
ventastall, or theloss of 1ift, if
it detects that the angle of the
plane’s nose is too high rela-
tive to the ground. What we
learnt from the preliminary
report is that a malfunction-
Ing sensor may have led the

MCAS to engage repeatedly,
countering the pilots’ mano-
euvres,”’ saldaB737examiner.
“When Ethiopian Airlines
B737 MAX crashed five mo-
nths later, it was the Lion Air
preliminary report that came
back into focus. The final re-
port into the Lion Air crash
came a year later; by then, the
B737 MAX was already
grounded globally,” he added.

“If AirIndiaaccidentprel-
Iminary report points to any
possible warningor technical
fault in the B787, you can ima-
gine the impact it would have
on Dreamliner operations
globally;” the examiner said.

Of all theaccident investi-
gations carried out by India
inthepastdecades, thisoneis
arguably the most followed
investigation globally. The
AAIB cansubmit the prelimi-
nary report to the ministry
of civil aviation if it chooses.
Under Annex 13 of ICAO,
which lays down the guide-
lines for carrying out an acci-
dent investigation, the pre-
liminary reporthas tobe sub-
mitted by the state (India, in
this case) to ICAO within 30
days of the occurrence.
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Tech glitch prompts IndiGo
emergency landing in Indore

Indore: Barelylsminutesinto
take-off, an IndiGo Indore-Rai-
pur flight with 51 passengers
made an emergency landingin
Indore due to a technical fault.
The flight was cancelled after
all flyers disembarked safely.
Passengersrecalled feeling
a sudden jolt while the plane
was airborne, shortly after

which, the pilot announced the
emergency landing.

“The aircraft took off for
Raipurat6.35am Tuesday. Dur-
ingtheflight, the pilot received
a false alarm. After this, the
flight safely landed back at In-
doreat6.50am,” Indore airport
senior manager (operations)
Amol Thakursaid. Tnn
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Half way in journey to become a
global airline by "30: Indigo CEO

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

Amsterdam: “I know the op-
portunity is huge. The only
thing I don't know is how hu-
ge.” Thisiswhat IndiGo co-fo-
under Rahul Bhatia had
three vears back told Pieter
Elbers, then KLM president.
That was the time the domes-
tic market leader had set its
sight on spreading its wings
inthe international skies.

Last week, IndiGo star-
ted its first flights to the UK
and Europe using wet leased
(hired with pilots) wide body
planes and will now grow its
long hauls aggressively. Af-
ter Jet Airways’ collapse in
April 2019, Air India was the
only Indian carrier for non-
stops across the world.

“You find Indian travel-
lers all over the world. But
for a very long time, (a vast
majority of them) have been
deprived of the opportunity
tofly an Indian operator,” El-
bers, who joined IndiGo as
CEOin Sept 2022, told TO1 af-

ter the inaugural Mumbai-
Amsterdam flight touched
dow ninhis home country In
the last 2.5 ye-
ars, Bhatia and
Elbers have be-
en execuling a
3 strategy to

‘ change this. As-
ked where the airline isin its
plan to become a global airli-
ne by 2030, he said, “We're
half way through.”

The post-Covid travel bo-
om made desi carriers realise
they needed to get a bigger sli-
ce of the international travel
pie to and from India. This
was enabled by the mega Tata
Group acquiring Air India &
AT Express in Jan 2022 and
well-capitalised IndiGo deci-
ding to replicate its domestic
success in international skies
along with a big boost in the
country’s airport infra. “The
fact that we are touching
down now in Europe is the
start of a very new chapter in
the book of IndiGo, When In-
diGo started in Aug 2006, Ra-
hul Bhatia had a certain vi-

sion and he created that (ma-
king IndiGo India’s biggest
domestic airline),” Elbers sa-
idl. Three vears back when he
met Elbers, Bhatia started
making moves to replicate In-
diGo’s domestic success in
the international market too.

“What we see now is a bit
similar to what we had seen
then (2006). All the things we
have been doing (since 2022)
were building blocks to ma-
king IndiGo a global airline.”
These “building blocks” inclu-
de starting Stretch (or busi-
ness)on some domestic flights
since last Nov as “we have so-
meexperience inserving (pre-
mium) customers when we go
toEurope,” hesaid.

IndiGo currently has one
wet leased Boeing 787 from
Norse Atlantic which is be-
ing used on the Mumbai -
Amsterdam and Manchester
routes, It will get three more
B787s this calendar year and
then two early in 2026,

The correspondert
was in Amsterdam at the
invitationof IndiGO
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Bomb threat on
tissue found on
flight from Hyd

Tinaes News NETWORK

Mohali: A bomb threat on
board an Indigo flight from
Hyderabad triggered panic at
Mohali airport on Monday.

The threat, scribbled on a
tissue paper, read ‘Bomb In-
side’, and was found by clean-
ing staff inside the aircraft’s
restroom after flight 6E-108
had landed and passengers
disembarked.

The flight took off from
Hyderabad at 9:45am and
landed safely at Mohali’s Sha-
heed Bhagat Singh Interna-
tional Airport at 11:50am. Tt
carried five crew members,
including two pilots, and 220
passengers.

As soon as the cleaning
crewraised thealarm, airport
police station was informed
and a homb disposal team was
called in. A thorough search
of the aircraft was conducted
and no suspicious object was
found.

The flight was supposed to
depart for Delhi (fE2195) at
12:45pm but took off around
1:40 pm, said airport sources,

Airport DSP Amarpreet
Singh said acase has beenreg-
istered againstunknown indi-
viduals. “We are working to
identify the person responsib-
le forthis,” hesaid.

Police have contacted Hyd-
erabad airport to obtain the
full passenger list and board-
ing passes for the flight. CCTV
footage from Mohaliairportis
being scrutinised to trace pas-
sengers who disembarked
from the flight.
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Bees delay flight
take-off in Surat
by 50 minutes

Surat: A swarm of bees that
decided to cluster on a Surat-
Jaipur IndiGo flight, schedu-
led to depart at 4.40pm on
Monday, delayed it by at least
50 minutes on Monday re-
popris Yagnesh Mehta.

The airline staff loading
lugzage on the flight first noti-
ced the bees buzzing together
on one side of the aircraft's
cargo compartment shutter,
and quickly alerted the airli-
ne and airport staff.

“We informed the air-
port’s fire team. They used a
jet of water from a fire tender
to remove the bees from the
open shutter,” an airport offi-
cial said. Even for the fire te-
amthiswastheirfirstsuchen-
counter, the official said. No
passenger or worker was inju-
red in the incident.

“We are unsure where the
bees came from,” an airline of-
ficial said.
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