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Going with the flow:
BIAL’s big water win

Making waves beyond the runway, Bengaluru Airport is banking every drop through
harvesting, recycling and recharge initiatives that keep sustainability flying high

Iffath Fathima
iffath.fathima@timesofindia.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

s COTICETTIS over water scarcity

continue to grow, Kempe-

gowda International Airport

Bengaluru has emerged as a
model for sustainable water steward-
ship, replenishing more than twice
the amount of water it consumes
and adopting a range of innovative
measures to reduce its dependence
on freshwater resources

According to the airport’s Sus-
tainability Report 2024-25, the facil-
ity achieved a water positivity index
of 2.36 during the financial year,
meaning it replenished more than
twice the water withdrawn for its
operations. This has been achieved
through a combination of rainwa-
ter harvesting, wastewater recyeling,
groundwater recharge initiatives and
climate-smart irrigation systems.,

The akrport has :ln,'\.‘l.'h.qu'cf an in-
tegrated water management network
designed to capture, store, treat and
reuse water while minimising en-
vironmental impact. There are 315
groundwater recharge pits and sev-
eral recharge and retention ponds
that harvest rainwater and chan-
nel it into the ground, The airport’s
stormwater drainage network is also
designed to direct runoff into nearby
lakes and wetlands, supporting local
ecosvstems and biodiversity.

In FY 2024-25, wastewsater treat-
ment totalled 1,168 million litres,
while the quantity of treated wa-
ter recycled was recorded at 1,130
million litres. Harvested rainwaler
accounted for nearly 770 million
litres, while the remainder came

Smart irrigation, aircraft-cleaning technology
and zero-discharge systems drive efficiency,
while recharge pits, wetlands and biotopes
strengthen ecological resilience

from third-party potable and non-
potable supplies. The extensive use
of harvested rainwater has helped
reduce dependence on external wa-
ter sources.

The airport has also adopted ad-
vanced technologies to reduce water
consumphion across s operations.
One such initiative is the use of
water-efficient Aerowash units for
cleaning aircraft exteriors. The auto-
mated system uses a biodegradable,
plant-based cleaning solution and
significantly reduces water use com-
pared with conventional washing
methods. The dry-wash technology
reportedly lowers water consump-
tion by as much as 99 per cent while

eliminating the need for wastewater
PrOCessing

Bevond conservation, the airport
is foousing on improving water qual-
ity through nature-based solutions.
Biotopes and rain gardens have been
established around water-harvesting
ponds using carefully selected plant
species that naturally absorb pollut-
ants such as nitrogen and phospho-
rus from stormwater. These systems
help improve the quality of water
retained and recharged within the
alrport premises

A spokesperson for Bengaluru
International Alrport Limited (BIAL)
said, "Our Sustainability Vision is to
touch lives by nurturing a sustain-

able future through initiatives that
drive economic, soctal and environ-
mental transformation. We aim to
achieve water stewardship through
initiatives that are socially equitable,
environmentally sustainable and
economically beneficial.

“BIAL is the first airport in the
country to achieve water positiv-
ity with an index of 2.36, meaning
the airport replenishes more than
twice the water it consumes. This
achievement has been made pos-
sible through extensive rainwater
harvesting, wastewater recvcling and
smart water management technolo-
gles. We recover two-thirds of our
potable water requirement through
our in-house rainwater harvesting
systems.”

T'he airport's sustainability pro-
gramme has incorporated a Zero
Ligquid Discharge system, wherein
no wastewater generated within the
alrport is released beyond its bound-
aries, Instead, wastewater 18 treated
and reused through advanced treat-
ment infrastructure, BIAL is also the
first Indian airport to implement a
weather-based smart irrigation sys-
tem for managing the 100-acre land-
scape in and around the terminal.

“The airport’s landscaping and
afforestation efforts support ground-
water recharge and soil conserva-
tion. loT-based smart irrigation sys-
tems use real-time weather and soil
data to reduce water consumption,”
the spokesperson said.

I'he spokesperson added that
BIAL aims to build resilient com-
munities through initiatives focused
on education, water and sanitation,
integrated development, and health
and well-being
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India to Invest TA3K-cr
in Dual Use Airport at
Great Nicobar Island

Manu Pubby

Now Delhi: Inddia will invess
FLLO00 crore (o consiruet & new
dual use airport umder the Great
Micobar  Islamd  Developmient
project that will be used both for
military and civilian purposes,
With constro et expeseliod to be
enijleted in five vears

Smurces said a feasthility sy
winscarrivd ot toospanid fheex-
Istimg alrfleld at [NS Base for
more robust militnry purposes
Mt B0 s nod Toiand 1o e feas]l
le, given the requirement ol sig-
mificant Tnnd reclamation and its
Impact an foraand fauna.

Defende soaireess snld the GNI
pruject is a strategically signifi-
cant mathonal inftiative desigmed
to safepuand Indin’s maritime
interest and the suggestion that
the requirements o be o
through just the expansion of

existing defence assets redlocts
am kncornplete understanding of
the namre of marktime power in
the Inda Pacific
“The runway af INS Haae s
recently expanded to 450t The
expansion ol INS R o thedesk
redl 13,0 fi requires sipnificant
lamd  reclama

e Homand impaces
Strateglcally rikal .'|rv'.'|.r|'||lm
impartant and fmma” so:
Imitiative to urees sadl, The
safeguard larger runway is
Imdia’s noeded to opers:
maritime e Earge teans
Intereste: DOt nd surveil
Solroes lamoe  aircrafl,
beessiiches fihiber jets to protect Ind i
an Inferests, they acded

The Joint User Greeniield and
Waval Alr Station at GINI will en
hanee huflan ahility to support
operations mnd respond tocrises
amil maintaln bogistle noa fon
ward koention.
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DRI seizes 3.2kg smuggled gold
worth 5 crore at airport; 7 arrested

Abhishek Sharan

ahhishek sharan@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Directorate of

Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has
dismantled an alleged gold-
smuggling syndicate operating
through Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA), seizing 3.2 kilograms
of smuggled foreign-origin gold
dust in wax form worth 35
crore and arresting seven per-
sons, including three foreign

transit passengers, three airport R 1
staffers and an intended 3.2kggold dustwas found
receiver. hidden in capsules.

The operation, internally
codenamed ‘Operation Golden
Nexus', was carried out on Sat-
urday and culminated in the
arrest of a Bangladesh national,
two Sri Lankan nationals, three
airport employees and a local
receiver allegedly linked to the
smuggling network, DRI offi-
cials said on Sunday.

According to investigators,
the three foreign nationals had
arrived from Bangkok, Thai-
land, and were transiting
through Mumbai when they
allegedly smuggled gold into
India by concealing it inside
their bodies. The arrested air-
port staffers included two bus/
coach drivers and a bus/coach
monitor, one of whom was
identified as Ajit Achrekar.

The DRI said the operation
was launched following specific
intelligence inputs indicating
that certain airport employees
were allegedly facilitating the
collection and removal of smug-
gled gold brought into the coun-
try by Bangladeshi and Sri
Lankan transit passengers
arriving from Bangkok.

Officials said the intelligence
suggested that after the passen-
gers brought the contraband
into the airport, selected staffers
allegedly helped remove it from
the premises and deliver it to
local handlers and receivers
outside the airport. Acting on
these inputs, DRI officers alleg-
edly intercepted the airport
staffers.

]
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IGL: 2 held for smuggling
R2Cr marijuana in geysers

NEW DELHI: Customs officials at
the Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport arrested two flyers
on Sunday for allegedly attempt-
ing to smuggle hydroponic weed
worth over ¥5 crore from Kuala
Lumpur. Officials said the accused
had concealed 145 vacuum-sealed
packets inside two geysers they
were bringing as lugzage.

The accused landed at Delhi's
Terminal-3 from Kuala Lumpur
via flight D7-182 on Sunday and
were intercepted soon after
crossing the green channel with

brand-new geysers.

“The appliances were sub-
jected to an X-ray examination,
which indicated the possibility of
concealed material hidden within
their internal structure,” said the
official. The dismantling of both
geysers led to the discovery of 145
packets of contraband stuffed
inside. “The contraband is sus-
pected to be hydroponic weed
and was seized under the provi-
sions of the NDPS Act, and both
passengers were placed under
arrest,” the official said. HTC
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GMR flags weak H1 air traffic,
pins growth on new airports

The airport operator sees traffic recovering in the second half as airlines restore capacity

b wsheh. bswlivemrtcom
HEW GELHI

nilia’s pviation sector moay e @
sl first half ks Fscal veor as pees-
sengrer traffie stagnates duee a shor -
gtz ol ojiirationil abrerall, meoopd -
ing o GiME Alrports L. the conm
bry's lrgesst private Sirpodt opecator,
G M, whileh lnelles moishily i hires
ol of every 10 air pissengers i te
country, expects trallic growth 1o
remeaindlat in April-September before
revoveriog i thiesecorl halfas wiclines
resture capacity wnad two nesy airpeor
asserts are added toits portfialio
Thes v lemole T GV 15 \J.J.[|||I|l.'.|||.l
bz, oget ler with Adiod Adrpsorts
Hisdelings Lack, thvirv kel absout half ol
T ben'ss sl pessieinggeer brafie:, pmakibng the
P ahrpaert e ors i ||.|,':| A ul
sviation demarnid. The forecast also
snggests growth could remain uneven
Vi e i i s e D e e owdal L i Bie
aperate with capscity constrinis
“The first two quarters will be lai
tish.” Sawrably Chasda, elabiel fimancial
officer at GMHN, wld Affat. “We have
by rumded (e marbects Uit we will
gromw nbsonat S-§0% year-an-year, Hat wie
Tiove s poodched R Uhee frst tsosqune-
teers gy niest saestindn thiat,” he sabil
“Wie have the Vicag Adrpon or
Bl s Adrport, also golng
live, Taling those two, abour Oyve
millicn puesengers will be adided.
Six, henadly, s should gros T
absoer 545"
GMI Adrpionts, which rensthnes
airpeorts in the country, ncloding

THREE operating
GMR airparts
handiad T4.6 millicn
passengers in FY26
Erovwing o on-gear

Market leaders

Together, GMR and Adani Asxports handie about half of India's ar passenger
traffic, making them a key psuge of aviation demand

B GMR Aaports
Reverue (T erare)

B Adani Alrpors

Prodit [T orome)

Famseneers {in millicn) iirports managed (India)

1437 1 8
. °° E , =
472 . 5
] =

Preair fur dcdiny Aupiar(n i ProaiT e fiverw fur wavp (Toe vy oty o ol e 43 Byguewy am of 1 Ay X108

SiReTE i [T

Cioa's Maninleir Il:ill'lll.llll.nl.ll.".l.l‘ju W il
Mogs—tigether bl TG million
passcngers im 202526, 5 modest 1'%
imeremnse fromm e preylons yisa
Phesloaschrwn bas poersisted intothe
cuprent fiscal vour, Passenper tralfic
across GAR's Indian adrports fell 1%
oar-year b Al to abaut 8.5 million,
Aevorrding b Chawla, the lmpact ol

it

ik ) b vk W (AT

puiitis palhomnliEatiog, Goa's .'\l-.l||.|.1|.|
port, hewever, recorded g 5.0%
inerease in trmific,

The tremcl mdrrors seadness jersa
e torosadler ovncket, Dt from the
Dirsriorite Gemeral of Civll Aviation
show domiestic passenger trafficat 118
el by At ddowsn 5% Fron o v
g, Thee decline came alter growih

RUNWAY TO RECOVERY

IHAHIII..all_:rﬂ .
passanger traffic
across its indian
airports fell 4% on-
year o about 9.3 mn

DOMESTIC a=line HIGHER tariffs and
traffic fedl 35%in non-38ro income
April following FY26  helped GMR's FY26

growth ol 1 33%—the

weaksstsincecovid #5200 crore

revenue rise 40% to

air prasserngers b ihe comiley ises an
Adami-operated airport. The privately
held company and o subsldiary ol
Akl Enterprises L, dies pal dis-
whuse onthly tralfic G

While passenger tralfic grisih
remabned] muts], alrporn operators
Ligaefited o higher tirifls and
stronger pon-aeranantical income
GMRE Airport reported movenue of

1SS hemare i Y286, up MEF S - visar

In the March quarter, growth was
dlriven bnrgely by rovised furfls ot the
Preihiadrport, where dilferentiated ises
divelogurment foe LD was i vl
[ dnternatienal passengers based un
travel class. The tnriff revision helped
aeranantlenl reveoe Gt e o
ey IR i FY 26, By comparison,
aeromietical revernse st Hydernbad anid
Ciagn was o oor owaer dluarkng the vear

e it passenger groswt Tore
wsl Iy GMB isa rellection of the se
toral pressure. [ is driven more hy
Aty ekl s of .llflllll'ﬁil}tllll“]u{
grapalitical disnaptions,” sid Ankita
Shahy, vice-president at Elarm Capital

Inelia's alrlines have Bl asorles ol
anperatioasal clullevgesoves thae bist ooe
e, by el anmovimced fonte s in
April and May, which continnecd
theough Seprember, while IndiGo s
exprectel o ratlonalise soane depar-
tores from late Auwgust. Togetber,
ther i crriers secount for absoud
S0 of Inchia®s domestic avition
rmuiirdied shire.

Thee sector higs alse been bt by
successive disruplions. Almspco
restiictions ovier Palestan forevd
Iongzer flight pathes onseveralinler

thee Ensllnd nirpeesrt, expects the Bl
gapurmatrport in Andh Pradesh o
becoimne operational in the second
gquiarter il plans toake over the MNag
ot kot charing the samee period
Thie= corizijraniy s Uarise ogseratiigg ale-
ports in Incia—sehi’s Inadiva Gandhi
Internaticnal Admport, Hyderabod's
by Crama bl Ineernat ool Adepost and

the currenl I'I|.‘|“I‘lt“!““ i raling
environmient s ool unilorm across
CiMH-mimairposs

Ion Aparil; ther Disltab adrpor handled
66 milllion passengers diring he
mionth, lirgely flat from a year ago,
while Hydersbad saw a sharper 5%
b i, pesfTesctiogy thaes Dmgpaect oladeline

motle e o LSS in FY 26, e slow-
sl post-pandemic

Al Abrports which operdes vight
rpsrts— Mumbad, Moy Mumbad, Tri-
v, Aliimedabad, Jalpr, Lac-
know, Mangalore and Guwahati, also
rieparted] passenger traffic growth of
Juase 1'% dn FY2E, e onnt ol eviery T

mtbanal reeatos beginning in April
U025, The Gaal Mr Ineerish [ June
el 1 beigchiteenedd regmbatory scruting
sl operational checle: New pilot duiy
reguilations affected scheduling, while
I,hl,- W ead Adsiii l.'r|||'||:|\r||1|l |_'||.'||r roailies
anul proshesd up jot foel coste
Fow i evteaded version of thix stivy,
J,;.'rr.-.lrll.r'ltllllr ARE
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75.38 crore

hydroponic
weed seized at

IGI Airport,
2 held

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delf

Customs officials at Indira
Gandhi International [IGI}
Airport foiled a8 major nar-
cotics smugeling attempt,
seizing 15.38 kg of hydropon-
ic weed valued at approxi-
mately 15.38 crore from two
passengers whoarrived from
Kuala Lumpur, officials said
on Monday.

Customs officers intercept-
ed the two passengers after
they crossed rthe Green
Channel upon arrival on
Airfsia X fight O7-182 on June
7. Acting on spedfic intelli-
gence and passenger profil-
ing, officers subjected the
travellers ro detailed scruting.

During the examination,
officials noticed that the
PasSENEErs WEre CarTying
rwo brand-new geysers in
addition to their checked-in
baggage. Suspicion deep-
ened after sustained
questioning and scrutiny of
communications on their
mohile phones.

The geysers were suhse-
quently subjected to X-ray
screening, which revealed
concealed material inside
the appliances. On disman-
tiing the units, Customs offi-
cers uncovered a sophisticar-
ed concealment mechanism
and recovered 145 vacuum-
sealed packets hidden within
the geysers.

The packets contained a
green leafy substance sus-
pected to be hydroponic
weed, 3 high-potency variety
of cannahis. The total weight
of the seized contraband was
15.38 kg

Customs officials estimat-
ed the illicit market value of
the narcotics at around

538 Crore,
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Great Nicobar
dual-use airport
likely to be
‘ready in 5 yrs'

New Delhi: Considering the
strateghc and economic be
nefits of Great Nicobar Is.
lands  (GINI} development
projects, the greenfield air-
port apgroved by Cabinet
lastNow, "isexpected to be re-
ady within five years amd
will be umder the operational
control of Indian Navy™, ac-
carding to defer
reports Surendra Singh.
The dual-ese airport to
be wsed for civilian and mili-
tary purposes shall enhance
India's maritime domain
owarensss and operational
outreach, the sources sadd,
ndding, “Initinl tendering is
underway for the airport.
Other projects are in the pi-
peline” For “holistic deve-
lopment” of G, three infer-
linked projects besides the
Alrport e been Evisaged,

»Hydrocarbons, P 22

‘GNI project also important
due to hydrocarbon deposits’

Flie pimes

Continued from P 1

yesides the  greenfield
ljeurpurr. three interlin-
ked projects for the GA1
have been envisaged In-
ternational Container
Transshipment Port (1CT1),
and naval air station. town-
ahipand power plant, The o
tal cost of all four projects is
estimated 4t Rs B1000 crore.
“The GNI project & even
more important due to po-
tentially important hydro-
carbon deposits in the sea
near the slands” the de-
fenee sources said
Highlighting its strategic
importance, the sourees said
tive project would grant India
shility to sustain its pres-
BT, INOVE |5 assels, suppor
operations and monitor and
maintain forward Ingistics
closo to lis theatreof interest,
“The project shouold have
bt executed 30 years ago,”
the sources said. clarifying
that the runway a1 INS Baaz,
v Il fan navalibr station in
AEN [slands, will not be part

=

STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE

aof the GNI project.

The GNI & located only 40
km from the Six Degree
Channel astride the sea
trade route which extends
from Gull of Aden o the Ma-
Lvcca Straits. Two-thirds of
the world's oil and half of
world's  eonis o+ fraffie
pass through this sensitive
areq. Varions regional and
extra-roglonal powers have
increased their military and
ecapomic presence inthe In
dian Ocean Region (IOR). In
wiew of this, the GNT project
shall augment India’s ability
to operate In south-eastern

I0R, thereby enhancing its
stature 58 4 preferred securi-
Iy partoer and as a Arst me
sponder, the source said.

On allegations of om
mercial regsons driving the

roject, sourees  said.

“Criticism that it s a com
mervial project is based on
gengraphical Niteracy™ Ba-
sides the strategic reason,
govt'a fisous is on GNT's over-
all development. Allegations
that “projects are being
swarded directly to private
entities am false.”

Giving updates on pro-
gress of different GNI pro-
jeots, the sources said
“While for ICTE. public pri-
vale partnership appraisal
committer  appraisal  has
besen done and a draft eabined
notesubmitted to the finence
ministry, for the towmship
theexpenditure finance com
mittes meeting was conduct-
w1l last week, For the LNG
based power project, a de-
tailed project report has been
pirepared and shall be cleared
by the NTPC board.”
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15.4kg ganja found in geysers, 2 held at airport

New Delhi: Customs officials have arrested two passengers arriving at IGT Air-
port from Kuala Lumpur for allegedly attempting to smuggle 15.4 kg of weed
worth over Rs 5 crore concealed inside two brand-new geysers. These passengers
concealed 145 vacuum-sealed hydroponic weed packets inside two geysers, with
an X-ray check revealing the narcotics inside.

Afterthe passengers arrived at Delhi airport on Sunday;, officers observed that
the passengers were carrying two brand-new geyvsers in addition to their checked-
inbaggage. “During sustained interrogation and scrutiny of the suspects’ mobile
phone communications, officers developed a strong suspicion regarding the con-
tents of the geysers. The appliances were therefore subjected to a second, more fo-
cused X-ray examination, which indicated the possibility of concealed material
hidden within their internal structure,” said a customs official.

Customs said the recovered narcotic substance has been seized under the pro-
visions of NDPS Act. “Both passengers have been arrested,” said the official.
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SpiceJet plans to induct
3 Airbus A320 planes
ondampleaseinJuly

Domestic carrier SpiceJet on Monday said it
plans toinduct three Airbus A20 planesona
damp lease next month to further expand its
fleet. The company has already finalised a
leaze agreement (with the lessor) for these
three narrowbody planes, the airline saidina
statement. Alongwith this, SpiceJetsaid it has
also ungrounded a Boeing 737 MAX afrcraft
and put it back into commercial operations.
The additional capacity will support the
airline’s network requirements during the
busy travel season, [t said. Tl

DGCA to probe damage
to three Air India aircraft
parked at Delhi airport

Aviation safery regulator DGCA is Investigat-
ing the incident in which three parked Air
India aircraft were damaged at Delhi Interna-
tional airport after being hit by ground sup-
port equipment on Sunday, an official
statement said on Monday. All three aircraft
have been grounded for inspection and main-
tenance, itsald. "Three AlrIndia A330 aircraft
parked at the Delhi Airport terminal-Il were
damaged by ground equipment/foreign
object debris (FOD) during adverse weather
conditions around 16:30 hours (on Sunday),”
the statement sald. PTI
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Indian Aviation Mkt Offers Long-term
Opportunities, Says Star Alliance CEO

Il 1 RIDDE JANEIRD: Inedia
pffars kng-term oppar-
tunities and Adrindiais

ona journey tocapitalise
0 Ehe @rowitih in The countrny's a-
lation markoet witich Is alsowitnes
sng inreased demand for premium
Ieisure traved according Lo Star
Alliance CED. Star Alliance is a grou-
ping of 35 airlines, including Air india

Thealliance's CEO Theo Panagatouli-

a5z the premium lesure travel
sEpmeEnt cantinues fogrow stranghy,

whichis a global phenomenan that
really started after the coronavirus
pandemic *Historically, premium
wsmare about the business
travedler, and it was dominated by
the business iravelier, You're
segingalotmare leisure traveflers
willing topay for & premium pra-
duct”he said. Aot of Star Allkance
mambers havebeen reconfiguring
theirairoraft to be more premium
heavy. 1o have mare premium seats
o cater to the demand. - PTI
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IndiGo expects
FY27 growth
in single digits

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbal, kene B

THE COUNTRY'S LARGEST
airlne Indilioexpectscapacity
growth to remain in single dig
Halin FY 3T as abemit delivery
delaysand supply -chain con
straints continue to welgh on
EXpRAnsion p[.‘l.m..pmm[ﬁ mgii
wundertake mpacityrational-
Hilinn measiires desplis
strong demand forair travel

Shares of InterGlobe Avia-
Bon (el 2,370 to close at
¥4,37 5 on the NSEon Monday
after the aidine flagped a
slower growth trajectory for
the current financial year inits
analyst day presentation

The aidine said it is ratio
ma lising capaoty to mitsgate
the impact of external head -
wintds A presentation made Lo
analysts showed single-digit
capacity growth for FY 27, fol-
lowing an estimat ed 103
Increase In FY216, which wit-
nessed  aircraft-on-goound
= esand operaticnal dismap
e, [l Gro, v ever expects
growth to accelerate again
from FY2 B omwards.

At the centre of the near
term challenge is the delay in
deliveries of Alrbvus A3 2IXTR,
the kbng-range narmowbody

ROUGH FLIGHT

Vo ne apecily gurnat

s [ 2
rres [ 3%

rres [l 10%

FYZT I Snak digits®

rr2a-30 [N Wi tearmes

“Prjecied. ** Expecied CADR

s -‘# 7 ;.

SPICESET TOD EXPAMD FLEET
FOR CAPACITY REBLILDI MG

PAGE &

aircraft that formsa key part of
IndiGo's International expan-
sion plans The airfine expects
nine A3 11 Rs tojoin i fleet
during FY 27 and has already
received two,

Continued on Page 7

IndiGo expects FY27
growth in single digits

HOWEYER, DL IVERIFS O somie of the
et alrenfl hove bee el sl [
a f=w months amid coot o ng produc -
tion bottlenedes aooss the asrospace
mipply chain,

The delays coimie al & Hivse wihisn
L i dooa g Do ] Dy s
traditiomal short-hanl netwode amd
deepen iy presence: in medium: banl
Ingemational markets The 432 1XLRalr
craft will emable thie abeline o operale
rouiDes such as A e, Detanlsul, Baly s
Sevul while ramtaining the sconomicy
rlanarrmsindy fleet

The mrrier bas almadyhegom adjust
Lings eapacily i aos of 1Ly ingempational
oetwork [t erenthy announced the ms
pension of service tosbo eversems dest
nations during the fuby September
i, & seasonally wieaket cjuaarter kot
Lot priaa kol v L] willl cliscon e
flights to Manchester from the end of
Aupnist while rrtuming a leasad Boring
T8 7 At Despigr the near-trm oo

wraints, Inditka remalns finandalky
ot gy, e ndivyg Y26 will i Crsecaslibal-
mceot T 36, 3 0mom. The axline sid the
bmlance sheet providesflesibilityto fund
fleet expansion, Infastmcture invwest
imenis sl inberrational growth ioliks-
Gven, Thae o e Gondn FY2T growtl
coress everns 2 ndi Go outlined an ambi -
tagslonger term expnsion read map

Theaidine alms o carry armand 200
milfan passengers annually by FY 30,
cotmipared with mare than 123 mlllion
pasiengers in FY 26, k abo plans to
mcrease quorage dafty departyres to
about 3,000 from over 2, 200 curren thy
ael maiee the share ol mlemalional
o tyin its netyork toamumnd $05 by
theend of the decade

Indinlsalse shampeningits foons an
highier-yieh! passeigess. Thee altlie
eniprects Ui i Do of dailly premium
sats offered onader its IndiGo Stretch
Pt o rise o maee than 4,300 by
March 203 T imomever 3, 800 corren ity
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DGCATO PROBE
DAMAGETO 3
AIR INDIA PLANES

DGLEA 1S
INVES:
TIGATING

"ol the incident
I which

thres
parked Alr indla alrcraft
were damaged at Delh
Imternational sirport after
being hit by ground
suppart eguipment an
Sunday, an statement
said. &l three arcraft
have been grounded far
ingpection, it said,
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Spiceletto
induct three
Airbus A320s
on lease

FE BUREAU
Mumbai, June 8

SMCEIET HAS AMNOUMCED
thuat it is sipning a lrase agree-
ment to indoet three Alrbus
A0 airoaft and bring a
grounded Boelng 737 MAX
bk arto serice

ThetheeAltbusA 3308 tobe
indwctedon .141.1mF| leaese basis,
ame expectod tojoin the aidine’s
Dot dmn July. The move comess as
Spiccjet scckstostabilise opera
tions after a sharp decline in
fleet stren |_-§h_ wiiich has seen i
fall behind younger dval Akasa
Alrasreponed by FEstmonth

The airdine said the addi
thonal aircraft will enhance
opertional Ilmh'illi:,.' and srp
port netwo e requirement sdur
ingll:l.r'pcnb:!r.wrl SESEACI ACTITSS
domestic and intermational
routes The fest augpmentation
mmesat a critical juncture for
Spdoefet. Onee among India’s
largest lonw- oot Gormiens, the air-
line was operating just 21 air
maftasof May20326,
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Mideast crisis grounds

global airline profits

Global airline profitability is
expected w shrink sharply in
2026 as escalating tensions in
the Middle East and soaring
fuel prices weigh heavily on the
aviation Industry, according w0
IATA

The industry body has pro-
Jected total net profits of 823
hillion in 2026, nearly half the
$45 billion estimated for 2025
and significantly below its ear-
lier forecast of $41 billion. Net
profit  margins are also
expected to dedine to 2% from
4.2% in 2025, IATA said rising
fuel costs remain the bigpest

challenge for airlines world-
wide. Fuel expenses are pro-
Jected to jump almost 40% o
§350 hillion in 2026 from $252
billion in 2025, Jet fuel prices
are expected to average S152
per barrel, up nearly 70% from
last year.

IATA Director General Willie
Walsh said war-related dis-
ruptions in the Middle East and
higher energy costs have sig-
nificantly worsened the indus-
try’s outlook. Despite profit-
ability pressures, global passen-
ger traffic is expected to remain
resilient. —PTl
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E AIRLIN

Airlines
profits to halve

The global airline industry’s
total net profit is projected
to halve to USD 23 billion, and
the net profit margin is
expected to decline to 2 per
cent in 2026 due to Middle
East disruptions and high

fuel prices, industry body
IATA said on Sunday.
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DGCA to probe
Air India aircraft
damage

Mumbai: Aviation safety
regulator DGCA is investi-
gating the incident in which
three parked AirIndia air-
craft were damaged at Delhi
International airport after
being hit by ground support
equipment on Sunday, an
official statement said on
Monday. All three aircraft
have been grounded for in-
spection and maintenance,
itsaid.Three Air India nar-
rowbody aircraft parkedat
Terminal 2ofDelhi's Indira
GandhiInternational Air-
port were damaged on Sun-
daywhen ground support
equipment hit them dueto
suddenstrongwind and
rain, the airport operator
said. PTI
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DGCA investigates
Air India damage

he avintion salety regulastor, the
T Iirectorate General of Civil Aviation
(IHGCA)L s investigating the incident in

which three parked Air India aircraft were
darmaged p Delbl Intemmational alrport afier
bt hiit by ot suppaort equipemient an
Sunduy, an official statement suid on Monday.

Allthree aircrafi have been grounded for
Inspsection and malntenance, iLsabd Three Al
Tnnilia narrow- body aircraft parked at Terminal
2ofthe Indira Gandhi International Airport
were damaged on Sunday when ground
supipeart ecpuipament it them due tosodden
strome wind and rain, the airpsort operator said.

D to strong winds, two ground equipment
posd ticered at adjacent stand and in nearby
v naovedd from Uheir lecations and it bwao
different aireraft al various positions causing
damage, according to the statement, The right-
Taewel sliching wirelow ol anotber adreeadl was
damaged in the impact, it said. FTI
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Rain, winds damage
three aircraft at IGIA

PRAJYOT DEOGHARE

NEW DELHI: Three Air India
Adrbus A320 atreralt parked
at Terminal 2 of Delhi’s Indira
Gandhl International Airpaort
sustatned damage on Sun-
day after strong winds and
heavy rain ca ground sup-
port equipment and loreign
object debris (FOD) 1o strike
the aircrafl, prompting avia-
tion suthorities to launch an
investigation.

According to the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), the incident occurred
at around 430 pm. on June 7
during adverse weather condi-
Hons that affected operations al
the airport.

The aireraft were parked at
Terminal 2 when two picces ol
ground equipment, positioned
at adjacent stands and nearby
areas, were displaced by pow-
erful winds ans!l:.i;I n.‘-l:]]il.{!:dp:ilh
two different aircraft, causing
damage at multiple locations.

A third aircralt suffered
damage to its right-hand slid-
ing window after being hit by
foreign object debris carried by
the Strong gusts,

Airport operator Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL) confirmed that all thres
atrerall were tmmediately with-
drawn from service for detailed
inspection and maintenance.

The operator stated that the
displaced ground equipment
belonged o Air India Engi-

neertng and IndiGo and moved
from their designated positions
due 1o the sudden deterioration
in weather conditions,

DIAL also said that no
weather warning had been
issued by Adr Traflic Control

arding the abrupt change in
J-'».'nr’rli:';al].'m::t' ﬁ!ul led 11.151: mci:%rnL
Air India dedlined to comment
offictally on the matter.

However, an airline source
indicated that the severe
wedther impacted aircraft
belonging to other operators
as well. The source added that
while two of the ﬂlr:c:lam%:l.!
Air India aircraft are expected
to return o service shortly
after repairs and inspections,
the third aircraft may require
more extensive maintenance
before resuming operations.

The Incident has once
again highlighted the vulner-
ability of parked aireraft and
ground equipment during sud-
den weather events al major

irporis.
EIJrrxwr'iatill:ln experts note that
strong winds can pose signif-
icant risks to aircraft on the
ground il equipment is not
iulcqualcl}' secured.

The DGCA has grounded
all three aircrafl pending
inspection and has initiated a
formal investigation to deter-
mine the circumstances lead-
ing to the damage and assess
whether additional safety mea-
sures ire required lo prevent
stmilar incidents in the future.
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ATCdid not get weather
info, DGCA probes mishap

Watchdog to look into how an IndiGo step ladder hit parked aircraft

5 LALITHA & Mew Dethi

AN unlocked trolley step lad-
der of IndiGo and the inability
of the Aerodrome Meteorologi-
cal Office to alert the Air Traf-
fic Control (ATC) of Terminal 2
of about a sudden weather
change are being seen as pos-
sible reasons behind the “rar-
est of rare" accidents at Delhi
airport on Sunday evening,
multiple sources revealed. The
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has begun a
probe into the mishap, in which
three stationary narrow-body
Ajr India aireraft parked near
Terminal 2 were damaged. The
aireraft were lator groanded.
One A320 aireraflt suffered
major damages to its body and
the portion below one wing afl-
ter an IndiGo trolley rolled to-
wards it at high speed and
rammed into it, while two other
aireraft sustained minor dam-
age when other ground equip-
ment hit them. Apart from the
step ladder, two trestles, one
belonging to IndiGo and the
other o Al Engineering Serv-
ices Limited, were involved in

Rumaway step ladder driven by storm
winds hit parked aircraft oo Sunday

the Terminal 2 mishagp.

A video clip of the incident,
which weni viral, showed ground
handling staff taking shelter
during a sudden downpoor: Mo-
ments later, one of them noticed
a huge trolley moving rapidly on
its owr It crossed one aireraft
and a small vehicle bafore racing
ahead. This individual and veo
ground handling stafl members
were seen running behind it in
an attempt to stop it, but failed
before it rammed into the AirIn-
dia aireraft.

The DGCA said, “Due to
strong winds, two ground
equipment positioned at adja-
cent stands and in nearby areas
moved from their locations and

hit two different aircraft at var-
ious positions causing damage.
In addition, the right-hand slid-
ing window of another aircraft
sustained damage due to For-
eign Object debris impact.”

All three aircraft have been
grounded for inspection and
maintenance, it added. Afr In-
dia refused to share details re-
garding the damage and played
it dowmn. “All our planes will be
back in action within a few
days,” the airline said.

Meanwhile, the airport
weather office failed to convey
the sudden weather change to
the ATC on time. A senior offi-
cial said, “A microburst had oc-
curred. Wind speeds touched
nearly 100 kmph and a sguall
lasted for around three min-
utes. We were informing the
ATC, which informs different
airlines and we were updating
the system, so evervone could
access it. By then, the squall
had already strock and gone.”

Sources said that had the
weather office alerted the ATC
in time, the aircraft and surface
equipment conld have been
shifted immediately
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DGCA to probe damage

to 3 parked Al alrcraft

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

Aviation safety regulator
DGCA is investigating the
incident in which three
parked Air India aircraft were
damaged at Delhi
International Airport after
being hit by ground support
equipment on Sunday, an
official statement said on
Monday.

All three aircraft have been
grounded forinspection and
maintenance, it said.

Three Air India narrow-
body aircraft parked at
Terminal 2 of Delhi's Indira
Gandhi International Airport
were damaged on Sunday
when ground support equip-
ment hit them due to sudden
strong wind and rain, the
airport operator said.

“Three Air India A320 air-
craft parked at the Delhi

s

Airport terminal-11 were
damaged by ground equip-
ment/foreign object debris
(FOD) during adverse weather
conditions around 16:30
hours (on Sunday),” the state-
ment said.

Due to strong winds, two
ground pieces of equipment
positioned at adjacent
stands and in nearby areas
moved from their locations
and hit two different air-
craft at various positions,
causing damage, according
to the statement.
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SpiceJet to induct 3 Airbus A320 planes on damp lease in July

PIONMEER NEWS SERVICE the airline said in a

B Mumbai

Domestic carrier Spicejet
on Monday said it plans to
induct three Airbus A320
planes on a damp lease
next month to further
expand its fMleet.

The company has already
finalised a lease agreement
[with the lessor) for these
three narrowbody planes,

statement. Along with this,
Spicejet said it has also
ungrounded a Boeing 737
MAX aircraft and put it back
into commercial operations.

The additional capacity
will suppert the airline's
network reqguirements
during the busy travel
season and provide
greater operational flexibil-
ity across its domestic and

international routes, it said.
"These aircraft will help
us meet growing passenger

demand, strengthen opera-
tional resilience and
enhance network flexibility
during a busy travel period,”
said Debojo Maharshi, Chief
Business Officer, Spice|et.

The airline, he said, con-
tinues to focus on steadily
expanding its fleet and
improving operational
readiness as we
move forward with our
growth plans.
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Aviation min initiates study
on financially stressed airlines

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The ongoing
West Asia conflict could pave
the way for reforms to havefi-
nancially viable airlines and
a sustainable aviation sector
in the country.

The aviation ministry
has “initiated a study on fi-
nancially stressed airlines in
India to assess structural
challenges and identify mea-
sures toimprove sectorresili-
ence.” It has asked airlines
and other stakeholders to
suggest reforms in policy, re-
gulatory affairs, operations,
contracts, procurement-rela-
ted and other areas, and also
provide the reasons for their
suggestions along with the
impactof the same.

Govtplans topush for the-

se reforms to “help mitigate
financial distress and sup-
port the sustainable growth
of theairlinesector inIndia.”

“Aviation fturbine fuel
should be brought under
GST at 5% soit's fully recove-
rable against output GST.
There is a need to remove
GSTon international flights.

There should be a single

TO ASSESS
CHALLENGES

5% GST slab for air tickets
(not separate for business
class). Govt must consider re-
verse bidding of airports on
the basis of lowest airport
charges for airlines and con-
sumer to make travel affor-
dable as opposed to the cur-
rent practice of seeking hig-
hest revenue share bid per

passenger. There should be
price surveillance on mono-
poly routes (routes with less
than two players),” said a se-
nior airline official.

Another top official said:
“Apart from the mandatory
ATF under GST, import duty
on engineering spares and
parts needs reforms. Airport
charges need to be reviewed
asif they keeprising, the cost
of air travel will only increa-
se, The readiness of airports
to park the hundreds of air-
craft AirIndia group, IndiGo,
Akasaandother carriers will
get over next few years has to
be reviewed minutely.

Flving training and ma-
intenance training organisa-
tions need to be ramped up in
both quantity and quality in
India given the aircraft or-
dersof Indian carriers.”
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