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Most airports witnessrisein | Downward trend at most airports in 3
STATSGURU aeronautical revenues in FY24 | spend on repairs & maintenance in ma

Cracks in airport
mfrastru tlll'L

Astructure arthe amd-
wal forecowrt of the
Dedhiatrpos’s Ter-
. minal | eollapsed
£ recently dueto heavy

ralrs and thundersmoems. While no
fatalities were reported, the incident
serves a8 3 orlm reminder of Lass
year's fatal aceldent at the samerer-
minal This has been the case desplre
the share of seronautical revenues in
1otal revenues inereasing for mosg of
the coumtry's alrpares bn Fyzg — even
i not o the keved thar marny majos
OVErSERs COUTerpars huve (Cliarr 1L

For the country's majar airpars,
repals & maintenance expenditures
declined year-on-year in proportion
totheir seronautical revenes in
Frz4. However, thers was a huge
variation in this share: While the
Alrport Authoriny of India (AAL
spent overa fourth of its otal sero-
nautical revenues during the year,

Hyderabad spent just around nine
per cent (Chart i,

Expenditure on bulkding main-
tenance for the country s major ale-
parts i keas than 7 per cent of thedr
aenonextical revenes. The variation
was too high — from o9 per centto
A8 per cent — In FY 24 (Chart 3k

Trends shown In Charis 2 and 3
are despitean Increase in the share of
revenues from user development fee
(LD kn asronautical revenues
actoss alrports. However, In Delhts
case, it is much less than Hydera-
had's and AATs (Clarr .

Halfof epair & mainienance
exqpenidinre was allocated to plang &
machinery &1 most alrposs, with the
AAT belng an exception On theothes
hamd, bubldings, st most, sccounted
for one-fourth of repaly & malmen-
ance spanding in Fyzg (Charr 51
Since the Covid-19 pandembc struck
Indka in 2000, government-initated

andits and inspections of alrports
have been on the fse (Chrr 6].
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aeronautical revenue for mmﬂﬂpmﬁ*—'-"ﬂ_
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AAl organises tree
plantation programme

The Airports Authority of India (AAl), on the
occasion of World Environment Day, fulfill-
ing its duty towards nature, organised a
tree plantation programme on 5h June, at
Aviation Park, Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan, New
Delhi. On the occasion, Murlidhar Mohol,
Minister of State for Civil Aviation, adminis-
tered a pledge to the officials of MoCA & AAI
to adopt environment friendly practices.
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BOOST TO REGION | Sabarimala Airport aims to enhance connectivity for
pilgrims visiting the Sabarimala Temple and to boost tourism in the region

Sabarimala airport

survey set to begin

HD Bureau

Survey operations for the
proposed  Sabarimala Gre-
enfield Airport are set to
begin on Monday at the Ch-
eruvally Estate site in Kot
tovam district, following the
resolution of protracted
legal disputes. The Avana
Charitable  Trust, which
manages the estate, had pr-
eviously challenged the pr-
oject in the Kerala High Co-
urt, citing concerns over
land acquisition procedures.
With the court now per-
mitting the survey to pro-
ceed, the project moves into
its initial phase of devel-

opment,
The Cheruvally Estate, en-
compassing  approximately

2263 acres, has been ide-
ntified as the primary loc-
ation for the airport. The es-
tate is currently under the
ownership of the Ayana Ch-

aritable Trust, affiliated with
the Believers Eastern Chu-
rch. The Trust had raised
objections to the Social I
pact Assessment report; al-
leging that it was a repli-
cation of a previously ann-
ulled study. Despite these
objections, the High Court
has allowed the survey to
commence, with the Trusts
petition scheduled for a he-

aring on.Julv &

The Sabarimala Gree-

A committee led
by a senior IAS
officer
conducted
evaluations of
various potential
sites before
selecting the
Cheruvally Estate

nfield Airport project aims
to enhance connectivity for
pilgrims visiting the Sab-
arimala Temple and to boost
tourism in the region. The
Kerala State Industrial De-
velopment Corporation has
been designated as the nodal
agency for the pmoject, ov-
erseeing land acquisition
and feasibility studies. The
proposed airport site spans
2,570 acres, including both
the Cheruvally Estate and
additional private lands in
the Manimala and Erumely
panchayats.

A committee led v a se-
nior IAS officer conducted
evaluations of various pot-
ential sites before selecting
the Cheruvally Estate, The
selection process has been a
point of contention, with the
Ayana Charitable Trust ass-
erting that they were not
adequately informed or co-
nsulted. The Trust has sub-
mitted formal ohjections

the District Collector and
has expressed concerns
about the transparency and
fairness of the site selection
process.

The Social Impact Asse-
ssment, conducted by a team
from Bharat Mata College,
imvolved field survevs and
consultations with affected
families. The assessment id-
entified that the project
would impact 221 families
within the Cheruvally Estate
and 362 families in surro-
unding areas, affecting a
total of 1441 residents and
875 plantation workers. An
adalat is planned w gather
feedback from those affe-
cted, which will be incor-
porated intm the final SIA
report.

The Kerala High Court had
previously issued a stay on
land acquisition  following
the Trust's petition. How-
ever, the court has now all-
owed the survey to start,
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[llegal Spain
trip attempt
thwarted at
IGI Airport

PRAJYOT DEOGHARE

NEW DELHI: The IGI Air-
port Police team has arrested
a fraudster agent for facilitat-
ing an ii!cﬁlsiiﬁume}r of three
Amritsar- passengers to
Spain using counterfeit Schen-
gen visas and fake travel tickets.

The police were informed
gbout the incident after
three  passengers  were
apprehended during  the
security check-in,

The accused has been iden-
tified as Kamaldeep Singh
(25) son of Gurpal Singh res-
ident of Tola Nangal, Ajnala,
Amritsar, Punjah.

According to the police,
the midrntni-agccurmd aﬂiu}'
29 when three passengers
approached the Indigo Airines
counter &t IGI Airport with a
ticket to Madrid.

Three Amritsar men
were canght at IGI Airport
with fake Schengen visas
and tickets.

They had paid Bs 17 lakh
tor agents. One agent, Kamal-
deep Singh, was arrested;
the other, Sonu ‘Walia,
is in Ciurdaspor Jail
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Agent held for facilitating
illegal travel to Spain using
fake visas, 3 held at airport

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & haw Dalhi

A man aceused of trying io fa
cilitate the illegal travel of
thres Purjab-based persong o
Spain using forged Schengen
visas and fake tickets has besn
arrestedd by 1G] Adrport podice,
an official said on Sunday

“The three persons were ar
rested at the Delhlalrport after
their documenis and tick-
ot were found to be fake,
They hind been prom - 4
sed jobs in Spain after
puylng 217 lakh for the
illegal travel,” the offi- N0k
cial further sakd .

Kamnldeep Singh (26). a
residemt of Amritsar, wen inta
i hiding after the trin's arrest
bt was Inter tracked and ar
rested from Kurukshetra afler
4 300-km chase, police said. He
was working with another
apent, Sonu Walia, already ar
rested by Punfeb Police, to send
the fEio ahraad on Be doc
ments, they added

O Moy 20, three passengers

from Amritsar arrived at IGI
Adrpart te boand a fight to M-
drid. Aidline afficials Magped
their tickets as ke and re
feer e thelr documents (o lm
migration authorities, The
Schengen visas on thelr poss-
parts were confllrmed o be
counterfeit by a Swiss llaison
olfleer.” said the official
Schengen visa allows people
from non-EU eountries to

. enter Schengen coun-

N triescall in Buropehand
permits free travel
across bonders within
it. Following a com-

plaint, an FIR was

lodged and Investigation
was ordersd. The thres persons

Famaldesphad promised them

Jobs in Spaln and charged them

E17 lakh in total. Kamaldesp

went into hiding but was

tracked and apprehended by
the police eam. Efforts are un-
derway to lormally arrest

Walla, now ledged In Gur

daspur jail, and investigate the

widher network polloe sald.
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Tunnel to ease Capital
airport, Gurugram traffic

RAJESH KUMAR B New Dainl

Tunnel to ease Capital airport, Gurugram...

Maridela Road (Vasant Kunj), Cuitinued fram 3 M1 The project requires  Control Committee (DPCC) has pre-  hearing were told by the project propanent

Highwways Authority of India (NHAL)

will build a tunnel worth T3500 crore
cummecting Mebson Mandela Marg In
Vadant Kunj W Shiv Morti interchange,
Mahipalpur. The 4.9 km tunnel wiirllf
part o the National Higlway TI8AE amnd
is imtended 1o provide a dizect, |.n'|:|a.'|.-.1.
route for traffic heading towards o
From Gurugram and the Indira Gandhi
Il ernational .r’i.LTPl’.II:l (1A ).

Announcing thu, Dielhi Chiel Minisier
Bekha Gupta said the Union Minasery of
Road Transport and Highwavs has
.q!pruudn'.xnmn’ infrastructsre projects
in Delhi

One of the key projects is a 5-kilome-
tre-lomg tunnel that will not only balance
the traffic between Sowth Delld and
WO biat will abso help curb utivn and
tramsform the overall ook of the asea The
tunnel, stretching from Shiv Murti-
.'qlnh:lpa[]:mr | Dwarka l':_tprnswa'rl 15}
Mebion Mandeta Road (Vasant Kung), will
reduce congestion on mubtiple mutes and
create a signal-free cocridor

The NHAL will constract the tunnel,
comprise two undergrownd ubes — one
each for up and down traific. Each tube
will have three lanes, making a tedal of six
laries available for smoath traffie miove-
menl The tunnel will abio be u.[l.u'ppl.'d
with modern facilities such a5 electn-
mechanical systems, ventilaiion, fire safe-
v, CCTY surveilllance. ¢ontrol roamms,
emergency exits, and cros-passages.

The CM said that after a recent meet-
ing with Union Minister 5hei Nitin
Gadbiarn, several pmim.i:. worth T24,000
crore aimed at sreamlining traffic and
recducing pollution in Deihi and adjoin-
ing u:\e:uE:.w: been approved.

She further u:P|ai:r|.=1I theat the con-
strisction of this tunmel will significant-
ly ease traffic congestion on MNelson

In a move 1o ease tralfic, the MNational

Ma!upa]pm'. and Rangpur 1t will also
reduce the traffic load on Dhauls Kuan,
Rao Tula Ram Marg, and Natiomal
Highway 48 {NH-48] in the Mahipalpus
aren. The tunnel will offer a direct, -
nal-free alternate moule between South
Dhelhi and Dwarka(Gurugram, which is
expected 1o help diminate traffic jams an
NH-4E, npuuulﬁ.‘ d.l.l'.rl.l'lll_ peak homirs
The €20 also noted that m the fulure, this
tunnel will serve as a key connector
between Central/East Delhi and r|1|.1|IJph:

majir expressways and highways LrlJ.LI.lﬁ.r“
The NHAI will construct the
tunnel, comprise two

underground tubes — one each
for up and down traffic. Each
tube will have three lanes,
making a total of six lanes

the Delbi Expresiway {NE-5), NH-dd4,
MH-10, L'l'dhl.-lapur HlB]may I NH-ABY,
aned Delhi-Dehradun Expressway {H-
TO9E) via the Urban Exiension Foad
(ER) arsd Diwiicka Exprresiway. This will
leaad bir srmisot her traffic across these moutes
and a significant reduction in
palbution levels.

The CM informed that all technical and
farmal rexjuinements for the project are in
ther final stages, and work is expected 1o
ommeemice early next yeur.

{L;J]Er::u thix prizject, the “foundatson for
thie Diglhi of the hture” UM Rekdia Caipta
sati that e tunmel will give 2 new direc
tion to Delhis infrastrocture and bring
relief to millions of diizens. She further
added, “We ame commined o r|1.:|-s.i:nE
Diethi cnngestion-free and dean. The con-
strisction of this tunnel will reduce the
burdesi on rosds, diminsie traific Hﬁl‘lﬂk
and save fuel”

Confimmsi on jy FI

clearance under the Forest Conservation
Act (FCA) as it affects 5825 hectares of
southern Ridge land and 1.68 hectares of
deemed forest. The Ridge Managememnt
Board approved the project in Novernbier
2022, ibErmri:d. by the Central Empowered
Committeg in June 2023 and final approval
from the Supreme Court in October
2023, The Union environment minisiry
will now decide on the FCA clearance for
the project. Last wear, Delhi Pollution

pared a report based on the feedback it hos
received during twis public hearings in Sept
regarding the proposed construction of an
underground road tunne! from Shiv Murti
Interchange to Nelson Mandela Marg.
The report has been submitted to the
ministry of environment, forest and cli-
mate change (MoEE&CCH, which will
make the decision on granting environ-
mental clearance to the project. DPCC, in
its report, said that the participants at the

that the environmental management plan
will be implemented during constroction.
The project proponent in its written reply
has stated that the tunnel will be construct-
ed using & funnel boring machine below
the surface, and hence no damage is
anticipated. “Proper monitoring and safe-
iﬂesjgn checks shall be done to avoid any

1age to existing structures,” the project
proponent has said, according to
DPCCSs report.
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KIA and MAP team up to
turn T2 into cultural hub

Times NEws NETwoORK

Bengaluru: KEempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (K1A) has partnered
with the Museum of Art & Photog-
raphy (MAP) to transform terminal
2({T2) into a dvnamic cultural desti-
nation. The collaboration aims to of-
fer passengers an immersive experi-
ence of south Asian art and herita-
ge, seamlessly integrated into their
travel journey.

T2, already known for its strong
artistic identity with over 210
curated artworks by more
than 60 artists, now ex-
pands its cultural foot-
print through a series
of interactive digital
installations. Atthedo-
mestic terminal, tra-
vellerscanaccessadigi- %
tal art archive through

psm—— L -
MAP's Gallery on Demand. i e

It features works by celebrated
artists such as Jamini Roy, Jangarh
Singh Shyam, Jyvoti Bhatt, Suresh
Punjabi, and LN Tallur The plat-
form also includes compelling nar-
ratives built around Bollywood and
short films that provide glimpses in-
tothe lives of the featured artists.
Interactive puzzles based on ico-
nicartworkslike Universeby SH Ra-
zaand The Lotus Sellers by NS Bend-
remake artappreciation playful and
engaging, while a digital lamp ligh-
ting experience offers travellers a

meaningful pause. The Cumulus sy-
stem allows flyers to explore MAP's
digitised collection, enabling se-
arch, zoom, and personal curation.
At the international terminal,
the partnership is marked by an ex-
hibition titled ‘Bhuri Bai: My Life as
an Artist’, spotlighting the life and
worksof PadmaShri Bhuri Bai. Com-
missioned by MAP, the exhibition fe-
atures autobiographical pieces, early
works from the 1980s, and large-scale
recent creations, providing a compel-
ling narrative of her journey asa
contemporary artist.
: Hari Marar, MD and
% CEO of Bangalore Inter-
¢, national Airport Litd
9 (BIAL), said: “Ourcolla-
8 boration with MAP
aims to transform T2 in-
to avibrant hub of disco-
very and engagement. By
bringing art into the pas-
senger journey in such an acces-
sible and interactive way, we hope to
offer travellers moments of pause,
inspiration, and reflection.”
Abhishek Poddar, founder of
MAP added that the partnership un-
derscores the museum's belief in
the transformative power of art.
“With this unique partnership with
BIAL, MAP hopes {o take art appre-
ciation and awareness to a wider au-
dience, thereby creating anew wave
of interest and engagement in So-
uth Asian art and culture,” he said.
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‘Singapore Airlines deepens ties with Air India,
offers deputation to pilots in low-cost brand Scoot

T
Aneesh Phadnis
Murmibai

Singapore Airlines (SIA) and
Alr India are deepening their
partnership, bringing mutual
benefits in sales, operations
and other areas.

In a recent imitiative, Air
India pilots are being offered
deputation opportunities in
SIA's low-cost subsidiary,
Scoot. Around 100 positions
are available for captains and
first officers for a one- to
two-year deputation on avol-
untary basis. While Scoor will
be able to fill up vacancies,
Adr India pilots would get in-
ternational exposure and an
opportunity to train on the
Embraer, which they cur-
rently do not operate.

Alr India managing dir-
ector and CEO Camphell

Wilson deseribed the oppor-
tunity as a win-win for both
the airlines. Wilson said Air
India and SIA share close ties
thatare increasingly bringing
mumal benefits.

TURNAROUND PLAN

Other SIA executives, Basil
Kwauk and Hamish Maxwell
are also contributing to Air
India's turnaround plans.
There is information sharing
berween the two airlines, and
SIA has also hosted Air India
execurives to impart their

knowledge, Wilson said. SIA
said it is offering its support
to Air India as a significant
minority shareholder. “We
will continue to engage with
the Tata Group and Air India,
contributing our expertise in
specific areas that will be nm-
tually beneficial, subject to
regulatory restrictions,” the
airline said.

“We actively seek talent
within and outside Singa-
pore, focusing on attracting
and retaining qualified indi-
viduals who align with our
values and can contribute to
Seoor’s continued growth,”
Scoor said.

S1A partnered with Tata
Sons to launch Vistara in
2015. Following Vistara's
merger with Air India, the
Singapore carrier holds 25.1
per cent share in the unified
airline. The two airlines also

have an extensive code-share
pact.

The investment in Air In-
dia iz a part of SIA"s multi-
hub strategy, enabling it o
participate in the fast-grow-
ing Indian market and com-
plement its Changi airport
huh.

While air travel demand
berween India and Singapore
remains strong, SIA also
competes with other major
regional and international
airlines. In FY25, SIA flew
over 2.4 million passengers
toffrom India. Around 65 per
cent of the rraffic flew on-
ward or connected via Singa-
pore to India. “Indian market
continues to be strong, and
we are optimistic aboutit. We
are looking at how to collab-
orate closely with Air India,”
SIA CEO Goh Choon Phong
told businessline.,
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Air India, Icelandair enter
codeshare partnerslup

NEW DELHI: Air India

and Icelandair, on Monday
announced their codeshare
partnership, significantly boost-
ing connectivity between India
and Iceland, while offering
seamless travel options across
15 routes in India and Europe.

The partnership offers seam-
less travel experience with con-
venient connections times,
unified baggage allowances, and
enhanced connectivity through
major European hub airports.

Under the agreement, Air
India customers will gain seam-
less access to Icelandair-oper-
ated flights to Reykjavik via Air
Indias European gateways. Air
India will add its ‘AT’ designa-
tor code on Icelandair-oper-
ated flights between Reykjavik
and London Heathrow, Lon-

don Gatwick, Frankfurt, Paris,
Amsterdam, Copenhagen,
Milan, and Zurich.

Icelandair customers will
benefit from convenient con-
nections on Air India-oper-
ated flights to key Indian
cities. Icelandair will add its
‘FI' designator code on Air
India-operated flights between
Delhi and Amsterdam, Paris,
Copenhagen, Frankfurt, Lon-
don Heathrow; and between
Mumbai and Frankfurt, London
Heathrow, MPOST
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Pause on Deaghar-Delhi
night flight service

ITyou ae inoking to trawe| from
[enghar io the national capital
plan caefuly. (ome Juna 15 and
the IndbGo Alrdines’ night fight
senvice from Denghar to Delhi,
witiich wis latnched in md-Ail,

il e s rucedd fos thuse manths.

The aling has taken the decsionin
view af the ongoing mepalrwosk in
Tenrunal 2 of the | ndim Gandhi
Imtemational Arport. The aidine
has halked all bookings for night
flights — whichdepart from
Dengharat 740 pm and touch
diowwn in the Capital at 930 pm -
aftes hune 14, Howerver, the regular
daytime il ght servioe will remain
unaffected 5o that fiyers arenot

nEmnvEne roed.
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