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Govt cuts

airport

charges by 25%
to shield airlines

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 8

The civil aviation min-
istry on  Wednesday
announced a 25% reduc-
tion in landing and park-
ing charges across major
alrports, offering relief 1o
the countrv's airlines that
are under financial pres-
sure due to the Iran war.

This reduction, which
comes  into  immediate
effect, will be applicable
to all domestic fights for
a period of three months,
the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority of
India (AERA) said in its
order. The tariff follows
the government's direc-
tive to the authority in
view of the ongoing ‘West
Asla crisis, it added.

The move to cut charges
comes after IndiGo and
Air India sought the
rationalisation of some
fees levied by airports.
The country’s two largest
airlines are facing a dou-
ble whammy from the
Iran war, as Indian air-
lines are already barred
from flying over Pakistan.

AERA said that any
under-recovery by air-
ports will be adjusted dur
ing tariflf determination
in the next fve-yvear con-
trol period.

The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) has been
directed to implement a
25 per cent reduction in
landing and parking
charges al all non-major
airports under its con-
trol. These measures are

E REDUCTION will
be applicable to all
domestic flights for a
period of three months.
The measure is expect-
ed to reduce airline
expenses by approxi-
mately 7400 crores.

expecied to reduce airline
expenses by approximate.
ly 400 crore over the
three-maonth period.

The ministry of civil
aviation (MoCA) said it is
keeping a close waich on
the evolving situation,
and further necessary
measures will be taken to
ensure the viability of air
operations, as well as safe
and affordable air travel
for passengers

Speaking on the meas-
ures, aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said,
“Even in the prevailing
challenging  situation,
when global air opera-
tions are impacted, we
have ensured that rising
fuel costs and disruptions
do not severely affect
domestic carriers. While
ATF costs globally have
risen by over 100 per cent,
we have passed on only a
moderated increase
capped at 26 per cent.”

He adided that the reduc
tion in airport charges is
intended to contain airfare
increases and  support
both airlines and passen-
gers, “This is a significant
intervention to provide
relief to alrlines grappling
with rising operational
eosts,” the minister said.
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Airport charges
cut 25% for three
months to ease
airlines’ costs

jui— =]
Rohit Vaid
New Dethi

India’s airport economic reg-
ulator has mandared a 25 per
cent cut in landing and park-
ing charges for domestic
flights across major airports.
The move follows a direct-
ive from the Ministry of Civil
Aviation to mitigate cost
pressures arising from the
West Asia crisis. Accordingly,
the Airport Economic Regu-
latory Authority mandated a
25 per cent reduction in
aeromautical charges, such as
landing and parking fees.
Ti:Inz:gm'I:iEIr:I wﬂlnﬁemain in
force for three months, after
which its applicabilicy will be
reassessed. In March, busi-
nessline had reported that
the Centre was contemplat-
ing such a move to ease pres-
sure on the airline industry.
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Cost relief: Aerort charges cut by 25% for 3months

Ihhlt Vaid
Mew Delhi

India's airport economic reg-
ulator mandated a 25 per
cent cut in landing and park-
ing charges for domestic

ights across airports. The
E-:Emre follows ﬂlpﬂdirecti'.'e
from the Ministry of Civil
Aviation to mitigate cost
pressures arising from the
West Asia crisis.

The Airport Economic
Regulatory Authority
(AERA) mandated a 25 per
cent reduction in aeronaut-
ical charges such as landing
and parking fees.

The order will remain in
force for three months, after
whichapplicability will be re-
assessed. In March, business-
line reported that the Centre
was contemplating such a
Move to ease pressire.

The move is
broader set of policy

of a
meas-

ures initiated by the Centre
to address rising operational
COSTS.

To prevent any substantial
increase in expenses, the
government has capped do-
mestic aviation mrbine fuel
{ATF) price increases at 25
per cent The government
has removed airfare caps and
kept the 60 per cent free seat
allocation rule inabeyance to
provide airlines greater pri-
cing flexibility. Further, In
dia’s aviation regulator has
temporarily eased pilot flight
duoty time  limirations
{FDTL) for long-haul flights
in response to the global avi-
ation disruptions. Sources

said measures are aimed at
cushioning airlines against a
sharp surge in operating
costs driven by higher ATF
prices, airspace restrictions,
and currency pressures.

FARE SURGE

In the absence of such inter-
ventions, sources said air-
lines may have been forced to
undertake steeper fare hikes,
reduce capacity, and ration-
alise routes to maintain their
financial viability. However,
recent price trends indicate
that domestic airfares have
risen sharply despite the
series of relief measures,
with average domestic ticket
prices in a 15-day booking
period increasing by about
44 per cent vear-on-year in
April,

Sources told business-
line that the government ex-
pects these steps to eventu-
ally stabilise and reduce
airfares, which will benefit

passengers. However, air-
lines have not vet responded
to queries about how these
measures will shape their
fare structure.

The reduction in airport
charges is currently limited
to domestic operations.

AERA stated that it would
reassess the decision before
the end of the three-month
period, based on prevailing
conditions. “This step is part
of the Ministry’s overall ef-
fort to keep the aviation see-
tor stable during this volatile
period and to ensure ease of
thying for passengers,” Civil
Aviation Minister Ram Mo-
han Naidu said. “This isa sig-
nificant  intervention to
provide relief to airlines
grappling with increasing
operational costs.”

These measures are ex-
pected to reduce landing and
parking charges during the
three-month period by ap-
proximately T400 crore.
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Govt announces 25% cut in airport charges

Move will save airlines about 100 crore as jet fuel prices soar

DEEPAK PATEL
M Diethi 8 Agil

The Minkstry of Civil Avistion MoCA) on
Wednesday announced a 25 per cent cut ln
alecraft landing and parking
cluarges for domesstic flights

THE AIRPORTS

charges are revised at the end of each
control period,

Therefors, the MoCA's statement
on Wednesday means that any under-
recovery now will be recovered (n the
next concral  pertod
instead of being passed

for three momhs, a step an immediataly.
expected o belp aldines ECONOMIC REGULATORY The MoCAS declsion
sve about T4oo crore  AUTHORITY OF INDEA sbout thess charges has
durng this persod amsd WILL ADJUST ANY oome a5 part of 8 bioader
risimg fusl costs. REVEMUE SHORTFALL refied packsge for ailings
The MoCA sald the FACED BY AIRPORTS IN grappling with multiple
reduced charges will b2 FUTURE TARIFF OYCLES ool prressures, incinding
implemented  immedi- higher Avtarion Turblne
ately, and the Alrpons Fuel (ATF] prices,

Economic Regulatory Authority of ndia
(AERA) will acjust any revenus shorofall
Taced by abrparts b futne meiff cycles.
Typhcalty, AFRA sets alrport tarffs —
which Includes alreradft landing and park-
Img charpes — for a five-year period.
known as a control perdod Once set, the
alrport operator can collect these fived mr-
iffs from all alrcrafi operators These

depreciation of the rupes which raises
dollar-denominated expenses such as
leasing and malntenance, and the closurs
ofsizeable pars of Gulf alrspace due tothe
Wiest Asia conflict, which has lad to longer
roures and higher operating cosra.

Civll Avlation Minister Ram Mohan
Maldu sald the reducton In alrport
charges 1s aimed a1 containing airfare

Increases and supporting both alrlines
pnd passengers. “This ls a significant
Intervention to provide redief to alrlines
grappling with increasing operational
costs,” he said, noting that the govern-
ment s in touch with alrlines, alrpor
opetators and the regulator.

Thie arder applies vo all major airpors
reguinted by AERA and o nom-major ais-
ports operated by the state-mun Alrports
suthority of India (AATL with both car-
egories directed to implement a 25 per
cent reduction for domestic fights for
three months

The MoCA's decision on Wednesday
followed & serfes of developments since
mid-March, when alrlines began intro-
ducing feel surcharges s ATF prices
surged after thestart of the West Asiacon-
e from February 28

IndiiGo on March 14 rolled our fuel
changes across domestie and intermna-
tional routes, followed by Alr India
arcund the sametime with surcharges on
bath segments.
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The seized goods include
of approximately 3.356
lkilograms of high-
purity gold, ingeniously
concealed in paste form
within capsule-shaped
packets, valued at around
RS 5 crore. prato oR)

DRIbustsint'l
gold smuggling
syndicate at
B'luru airport

BENGALURU, DHNS: Officers
ofthe Directorateof Revenue
Intelligence (IDRT), Bengal-
uru Zonal Unit, successfully
bissted a major nternational
gold smuggling syndicate
operating through Kempe-
gowds International Adrpor
{KLAL) here.

Acting on precise and ac-
tionable mtelligence, DRI of-
licers executed o well-coordi-
nated surverllance operation
at Terminal-2, leading to the
interception of 1 sophisticat-
ed smughing network involy-
ing Bangladeshi nationals in
active collusion with ocal
facilitators,

The operation resulted
in the seure of 3.356 kg
of high-purity gold, inge-
niously concealed in paste
form within capsule-shaped
packets, valued at around
Rs5erore.

Investigations revealed o
highly ised and clandes-
tinemndusoperndi, whenein
carmiers arriving from abroad
deliberately chose transit
routes through Bengaluru
with extended layovers 1o
lacilitate covert transfer of
contraband within airport
prEmises,

The gold was concenled on
the body and transferred us
ing a pre-arranged passcode
system inside sensitive areas
such aswashrooms, smoking
omes, thereby bypassing cus-
toms scrutiny.

'I'hee".}ndua:ehmiml’hral
ed theairport ecosvstem, with
the imvolvernent of an insider
whao misused authorised ac-
cess i restricted zones
receive and smuggle our the
eontraband. Theentine opera
tion was coondmated through
enerypled communication
channels, including coded
messages and disappearing
chats.

Preliminary investigation
indicates that the network is
part of a larger cross-bovder
smuggling syndicate, involv-
ing foreign operntives— sus-
pected to be Bangladeshi na-
tionals —working in
with domestic handlers and
facilimtors.

Five persons have been ar-
rested in connection with the
case, Further investigation
sunderway.
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‘“Airport Fee Cut to Save Airlines 400 cr’

New Delhl: Civil aviation minister Ram Mohan Naidu Wednesday saida 25%
cut in alrcraft landing and parking charges for domestic flights for three
manths is expected (o helpairlines save about 400 crore during this perlod,
helping partly cushion the impact of high jet fuel prices. “This is a significant
intervention to provide relief to airlines grappling with ncreasing operational
costs,” sald Naidu, emphasising that the government is in continuous touch
with airlines, airport operators, and the sector regulator, Our Bureau
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Airport charges cut by 25%
toeaseairline cost pressure

HITIM KUMAR
Hew Dehi, Apnl8

THE CEMTRE OM Wednasday
anmounced a 25% ot in anport
charpes toease aifine cost pres
-.1|:r-.'.-:,r|:|rl-|.'|:i'nﬁ o Aot s io
redusoe landing and par king fres
for domestic flights for three
months. The move offers rolief
to the country's aldines, which
arcunderfinancial stmin dueto
T

Following the Ministry of
Civil Aviation [MoCA) diredive,
the Alrpnrt Ecomamic Ih.rg;:li.'u
tory Anthor ey (AERA) has man -
dated a 159% reduction from
prevalling tariffs, appllcable ta
aemrnakiical l.'h.'ll'E["'i such as
landing and parkding fees, iomit-
ljate cost pressires arising fmim
the ongoing West Asia crisis
Simlarky, the Airpart sAut hority
of India (AAD) has also been
directied 1o reduce Landing and
parking charges at all its non
major alrparts by 159 of the
appmved e, This reducton
for all domestle Akghts will also
remain applacable fora perind of

three maonths.

"Now, as partofa mult -lay
enad TELI.I.IHH'.' b U}EH:'I.I.I:IPIEL'E'
dentedcha IImEm_rhr.'.'hm.ih?
has taken another significant
decision to reduce banchin E Ared
parking charges for domestic
CATTIETS I'g.' 25% fora p{-nnrl of
threemonths,” the MoCasald.

These measures ane
expected o redoce anding and
parking charges payvable by ais-
lines at major airports during
the thres-month period by
approximately T400 cmore, the
ministry sald. The move to cut
chargescomesatter IndiGoand
Alr India soughtthe rathonalics-
taon of some fees levied I'r:,r;|i|'

ports. The measure is aimed at
aldrewing delng opemtional
osts faced by airlines. With
eapsenses increasing , the gov-
evnmient has capped domestic
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
price hikes at 2 5%

Additionally, the govern
menit has removed airfame caps
and kept the 509 free seat allo
eation rule in abeyance to pio-
videairlineswith greaterpricing
DNexibility. Furthermores, the ai-
ation regulatorhas tempomrily
eased pilot flight duty time lim-
itations ['I-'IJ’['I Il for Inng-hn'u.l
flights Inresponse to global ai-
.1inn|.'l|:r1|:|1tin11.q.

According tosources, these
measures are miended to
cushion airlines against a
sharp surge in operating costs
driven by higher ATF prices,
amspace restrictions, and cur-
CNCY P IeasUres,

Inthealsence of such bnter -
vemtions, ssurces said airfines
may have been forced to bmple-
ment steeper fare hikes, rechsce
@pachty,and rationalise routes
o mamtain fimancial viahility
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Govt cuts airport fees by
25% to ease cost pressure

MNARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: A sudden shift
in aviation fees EIMETRes amid
growing pressure from higher
fuel prices linked o unrest in
West Asia. To ease financial
strain on carriers, authorities
have adjusted ground service
tariffs for local flight opera-
tors, the officials informed on
Wednesday,

A quarter rl'rup in landing
and storage expenses will apply
across Indian airports begin-
fing i.mnwli,aidy. This tempo-
rary change lasts exactly ninety
da}'h wil%fmil‘. th:bll:w of
extension. Decisions followed
internal reviews assessing eco-
nomic siress within the airline
seclon Char%rs normally con-
tribute significantly to airport
revenue streams. The adjust-
ment reflects sensitivity 1o
operational cost spikes beyond

carrier control.

INSIGHT

» Financial relief :rargals
only sarvices operating
inside natianal barders

= The step aligns with
wider efforts to
axssist aiir trevel amid
growing difficulties
tied to soaring
worldwide aviation
turbine fuel rates

Movement comes directly
from the national civil aviation
office. Financial relief targets
only services operating inside
national borders. Effects may
influence scheduling and prie-
ing decisions by airlines during
the coming weeks.

This step aligns with wider
efforts to assist air travel amid
growing difficulties ted to soar-
ing worldwide aviation tur-

bine fuel rates. Though global
fuel expenses climbed rapidly,
authorities previously lim-
ited how much of those rising
ATF costs could be transferred
to local airlines — setting a 25
per cent ceiling — to ease finan-
cial pressure on carriers while
avoiding heavier impacts on
travellers.

Despite worldwide chal-
lenges, attention stays fixed on
keeping air travel costs stcali}',
stated Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu. With recent
culs to airport fees, slress on
carriers should ease — thus lim-
iting steep ticket price increases,
he observed. Without delay, a
reduction of 25 per cent in
landing and parking fees now
applies at key airports regulated
by the Airports Economie Reg-
ulatory Authority of India.

This move follows guidance
{rom the ministry, taking force
right away.
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Cut airport fees for domestic
flights by 25% for 3 mths: Govt

Bid To Ensure
Air Fares Don’t
Defy Gravity

Times News Network

New Delhi: In a bid to pro-
vide reprieve to airlines af-
fected by the US-Iran war, the
aviation minisiry has direct-
ed all 34 major airports to re-
duce landing and parking
charges for domestic flights
by 25% for three months.

Accordingly, Airports Ec-
onomic Regulatory Author-
ity on Tuesday issued an or-
der directing the operators
of airports in Delhi, Mum-
bai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad
and others to do so with im-
mediate effect.

With assembly elections
in crucial states like Kerala
and West Bengal on the hori-
zon, the aviation ministry is
making all possible attempts
to ensure that domestic air-
fare hikes don't defy gravity
The hike in domestic ATF was
capped at 25% this month.
The ministry made a rare in-
tervention in airport tariffs,
given that a majority of them
are run ona PPP model.

Theorder reads: “Landing
and parking charges (part of
aeronautical tariff) at all ma-
jor airports shall be reduced
by 25% from the prevailing
tariff. This reduction comes
into immediate effect and will

Under-recovery will be trued up
during tariff determination of the
next control period, Airports
Economic Regulatory Autharity said

be applicable on all domestic
flights for a period of three
months. The decision shall be
reviewed prior to completion
of the three-month period.
Any under-recovery from ag-
gregate revenue requirement
willbetrued upduring thetar-
iff determination of the next
control period.”

This month, oil market-
ing PSUs hiked aviation tur-
bine fuel base price for do-
mestic and international
flights by 25% and over100%,
respectively. The Air India
group and IndiGo have hiked
their fuel surcharge. Cou-
pled with airspace restric-
tions to the West that force
airlines to take much longer
routes to Europe and Ameri-
ca, apart from far fewer
flights on luecrative Gulf
routes and a weak rupee, air-
lines have been badly hit.
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Flyer held at IGI with
marijuana worth 13cr

Times News NETWORK be marijuana.”
The net weight of the sei-
New Delhi: A passenger,who zed product was 12,910

arrived from Bangkok to Indi-
ra Gandhi International Air-
port on March 31, has been
arrested after marijuana
worth nearly Rs 13 crore was
found in his possession.
Customs officials  said,
“When the baggage of a pas-
senger was subjected to X-ray
sereening, it indicated suspi-
cious contents. Upon exami-
nation, 13 polybags were fo-
und containing a green colou-
red substance, suspected to

grams with officials estima-
ting its value at nearly Rs 13
crore, “Thecontraband along
with packing material has be-
en seized and the pass-
enger has been arrested un-
der section of the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act, 1985. Further
investigation is under pro-
gress to identify the per-
sons involved and the associ-
ated smuggling network,” sa-
id an official.
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Air India CEO Campbell Wilson
quits; panel to fmd SUCCEeSSOr

MUMBAI, April 7: Air In-
dia CEOQ & MD Campbell
Wilson has resigned after
helming the Tata Group-
owned airline for four years
that have been punctuated by
multiple headwinds, including
the fatal AI171 crash in June
last year.

The Air India board has con-
stituted a committee that will
find the successor in the com-
ing months, a statement from
the arrline said on Tuesday.

“Wilson had conveyed his
intention to step down in 2026
to Air India Chairman N Chan-
drasekaran in 2024 and, since
then, has been working to en-
sure the organization and lead-
ership teamis on a stable foot-
ing for the transition,” it said.

Wilson had been under fire
smce June 12 last vear follow-

ing the crash of the airline’s
London-bound flight soon af-
ter takeoff from Ahmedabad
airport, killing 241 of the 242
persons on bhoard. He also
came under attack for van-
ous regulatory lapses.

The Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau (AAIB),
which is probing the crash,
has already filed its prelimi-
nary report while the final
report 1s expected to be sub-
mitted in June this year.

With Air India officially an-
nouncing the planned depar-
ture of Wilson, he joins the
list of two other airline lead-
ers who have already depart-
ed from their respective cor-
ner offices.

Aloke Singh, MD of Air
India Express, which is the
low-cost arm of Air India, left
the airline after completing
his 5-year tenure on March
19 while IndiGo announced
the sudden exit of Dutch man
Pieter Elbers on March 10,

IndiGo has appointed
former British Airways CEQ
William Walsh as the new
CEO subject to regulatory
approvals. However, Air India
Express has not announced a
successor for Singh, who is
now with IndiGo as its chuef
strategy officer. — PT1
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Over 10,000 mnt’l flights cancelled since start of West Asia conflict

NEW DELHI, April 7: In-
dian carriers have cancelled
over 10,000 flights since the
onset of the West Asia con-
flict, as escalating tensions
and airspace restrictions dis-
rupted international opera-
tions, a senior government
official said.

The widespread closures
of key transit corridors
forced airlines to suspend or
reroute services, particularly
on long-haul routes to Eu-
rope and North America.

“On an average, Indian
carriers used to fly about 300
to 350 flights daily to the
Middle East (both ways put
together). Today that number
has come down to 80-90.
That takes the total (fhghts
cancelled by Indian carmers)
smee the begimning of the sit-
uation, that is from February

28, to over 10,000," Asangha
Chuba Ao, Joint Secretary in
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
said at a news briefing on West
Asia developments.

The conflict, which started
with the US and Israel attack-
ing Iran and Tehran's sweep-
ing retaliation, has led to air-
space closure or severe re-
strictions in several countries
across West Asia, including
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Ku-
wait, Qatar, Bahrain, and the
UAE.

This, he said, has led to
“unprecedented disruption in
global aviation networks and
international connectivity.
Flights, especially to Europe
and North America by Indian
carriers, have to take longer
routes, which has mncreased
travel time and associated
cost,” he said,

To deal with the situation,
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) re-
cently granted a temporary
relaxation in Flight Duty
Time Limitations (FDTL) for
pilots operating long-haul
flights, primanly to address
operational disruptions and
pilot shortages.

Under this relaxation, per-
muissible flight time and duty
perieds have been extended
(for example, flight time in-
creased to around 11.5
hours), enabling airlines to
manage longer routes caused
by airspace restrictions and
geopolitical tensions.

The move aims to ensure
smoother fight operations and
maintam schedule reliability,
especially for mternational
routes affected by rerouting.

The relaxation, which is

valid till April 30, is to help
prevent acute crew shortag-
es, he said, adding that the
deadline will be reviewed
closure to its expiry.

“It will be revisited. We
still have some time, It is an
evolving situation and taking
into consideration what hap-
pens in coming days, this dis-
pensation will be relooked at.
If required, we will take the

necessary callat that point of
time,” he said.

Talking about operational
challenges that the conflict has
posed for the sector, he said
the aviation turbine fuel — the
fuel that helps aircraft fly —has
shot up internationally. But in
India, the rates have been cal-
ibrated, passing on only a por-
tion of the required increase
to domestic airlines.

“Government interven-
tion on the price of ATE, which
constitutes around 40 per
cent of an airline's operating
cost, has ensured that do-
mestic airfares remain sta-
ble,” he said. “Government
response has been focused on
ensuring passenger safety
and convenience.”

The Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation “is actively engaged in
working on significant meas-
ures to support the industry
during this time”, he said
without elaborating.

Other measures taken in
view of the war included grant-
ing special dispensation to for-
eign carniers such as Emir-
ates, Kuwait Airways, and
Jazeera to operate passenger
arcraft for all cargo services
to maintam the supply chain,

“This has ensured seam-

less continuity of critical car-
go movement despite the
ongoing disruptions,” he said.
“While the situation re-
mains dynamic, the govern-
ment remains firmly commit-
ted to ensuring passenger
safety and convenience, unin-
terrupted cargo movement
and overall sectoral stability.”
Acknowledging pressure
on airlines operations, he said
50 per cent of all internation-
al operations by Indian oper-
ators was to West Asia and
international flights are a
good source of revenue. “So
that has definitely impacted
their revenue income which
obviously affects the finan-
cials of an airline,” he said.
Second, the nse in opera-
tional cost due to increase in
ATF price. He said the gov-
ernment intervention en-

sured that the ATF price in-
crease for domestic carriers
was moderated despite inter-
national oil prices doubling
since the outbreak of war.

This calibrated price in-
crease has been taken into
consideration by the airlines,
who have now started im-
posing distance based sur-
charge in airfares, he said,
adding that the surcharge is
to cover rise in operational
cost due to ATF price surge.

“The civil aviation ministry
is actively working with all
stakeholders... exploring all
means of who we can support
the industry, especially the air-
lines and to bring down the cost
which eventually will be passed
on toconsumers,” he said. “To
ensure that the sector remamns
buoyant, all measures are be-
ing explored.” — PTI
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IndiGe ends aver B3,

Mew Dalhi: Aviation stocks

ended sharphy higher on
Wednesday following a steep
dechine in crude of prices after
the LIS and fran announced a
two-week ceasefine. Easing of
geopolitical stress [sd toa
sharp fall in Brent crude oi
prces, which fumbded 14.12
per cant to 39395 per barnel
interGlobe Avation, the parent
thirm of ndiGo, jumpsd B 16 per
cend to settle ab T4 61660 on
the BSE. During the day, it
soomed 1098 per cent to

T4 737.40 The stock of
Spice =t clamibed 5 pear cent to
feach s upper cifcut limit of
EARRENE
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WEST ASIA WAR IMPACT

Indian airlines’ global business under stress

SURAN|EET DAS GUFTA
HMew Dethi, B Agril

Even as [ran and the US have
agreed 1o a ceasefire for the
nieat two weeks, the West Asla
conflict's huge impact on
India's aircartbers collectively
can be gauged from the fact
that as much as ane-fifth of
the meal internarional lights
Aovwn by them between March
1 and March 31 got cancelled
primarily because of diskoca-
o of alrports during the war.

According to the larest
operating data by sviatlon
analytles platform  Clrium,
Indian carrierscancelled 2025
fights out of & total 15984
International fighes in March.
The cancellations they were
forced to make in the month
wad & staggering 13times moee

than the previous month that
witnessed only 225 flight roa-
tine cancellations,

Alr Indla Express took the
largest hir owing 1o its busl-
ness being concentrated in
West Asla The Tata Group sir-
line saw 1,215 flight cancells-
toninMarch — halfof is iotal
scheduled Imternational
fights. Spiceder  was also

Broken ;
wings Total  Flights | Total  Flights
sthedued  camcelled | schedoled cancelied
Carrier flaghts | Flights
inditio sI07 &b | AN T2
Alrindia 4 £57 BE | &®D 43
Alasa 50 5 | =& |
Abindabpress 3756 B A 1ns
Spicejet 643 m | &0 354
Sourrs: Cinum
lmpaumjusumr;'.apereemm per cent cancellations In
the camler's Internatbonal February.
fights were cancelled Based on thelr scheduls,

IndiGo's exposure to West
Asla forced it to cancel nearly
10 per cent of 7432 Interna-
thonal flights scheduled in
March. Alr Indis also saw can-
cellathons for 13 per centof ims
wotal Imemational flights in
March eompared with anly 2

Inddia’s top two alr carrlers,
IndiCeo amd Alr India Group,
collectively, reduced thelr seat
capacity by a substantial
M3,000 seats In March over
February between India and
West  Asia, according o
Clriuim data.
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Indian airlines cancelled over
10K flights since war began

NEW DELHI, PTI: Indian car-
riers have cancelled over
10,000 flights since the onset
of the West Asia conflict, as
escalating tensions and air-
space restrictions disrupted
international operations, a
senior government official
said.

Thewidespread closures of
keytransitcorridors
forced airlines to
suspend or reroute
services, particu-
larly on long-haul
routes to Europe
and North America.

“On an average,
Indian carriers used
toflyabout 30010 350 flights
dailytothe Middle East (both
ways put together). Today
that number has come down
to 80-90. That takes the total
(flights cancelled by Indian
carriers) since the beginning
of the situation, that is from
February 28, toover10,000,"
Asangba Chuba Ao, Joint
Secretary in the Ministry of
Civil Aviation, said at a news
briefing on West Asia devel-
opments.

The conflict, which started
withthe USand Israel attack-

WAR
SO

ing [ran, has led to airspace
closure or severe restrictions
in several countries across
West Asia, including Israel,
Jordan, Lebanon, Kuwait,
Qatar, Bahrain, and the UAE.

This, he said, has led to
“unprecedented disruptionin
global aviation networks and
international connectivity”™.

“Flights,
especially to
Europe and
North Amer-
ica by Indian
carriers, have
to take longer
routes, which
has increased
travel time and associated
cost,” he said.

To deal with the situation,
the DGCA recently granted
a temporary relaxation in
Flight Duty Time Limitations
for pilots operating long-haul
flights, primarily to address
operational disruptions and
pilotshortages.

The relaxation, which is
valid till April 30, is to help
preventacute crew shortages,
hesaid, adding that the dead-
line will be reviewed closure
toits expiry.
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Air India CEO’s
resignation comes
in turbulent times

MRITYUNJAY BOSE
MUMBAI, DHNS

ir India CEO and MD

Campbell Wilson—who

1as been commanding
the transformation of the flag-
ship airline— has resigned.

Theresignation of the chief
of the Tata Group-owned air-
line comes withina year of the
devastating June 12, 2025,
crash of Air India Flight 171
in Ahmedabad, shortly after
take-off from Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
Airport for London-Gatwick,
which led to the death of
260 people, including 241 on
board. Besides, Air India wit-
nessed operational delays,
rising losses, aslower-than-ex-
pected turnaround, and faced
geopolitical disruptions,

The Tata Group took over
AirIndia from the government
on January 27, 2022, Wilson
has been serving as CEO and
MD since July 25 of the same
year.

Wilson, aveteranin the avi-
ation industry, will remain in
the role until a successor isin
place, The Board of Air India

hasconstituted acommittee to
find a successorin the coming
maonths,

Wilson had conveyed hisin-
tention tostepdownin 2026to
Tata Sons Chairman and Air
India Chairman N Chandrase-
karan in 2024. Since then, he
has worked to ensure that the
organisation and leadership
team are on a stable footung
for the transition.

“The four years since Air
India’s privatisation have seen
the acquisition and successful
mergerof fourairlines, anevo-
lution from publie to private
sector practices, along withre-
newal of the leadership team,
workforce, culture and ways of
operating,” said Wilson.

Chandrasekaran said he
wishes to place on re-
cord deep ap-
preciation 4
for Wilson's
leadership
and contri-
bution over
four years,
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Caution prevails as carriers delay
full return to West Asia skies

HITIN KUMAR
Mew Delhi, April 8

DOMESTIC AIRLINES ARE [n
#o haerry to fully msimeoper-
ations owver West Asia air
space, adopting a cauthous,
wait-and-watch approach
despite early signs lJE-I.‘d.‘hiIJ.P:
peopalitical tensions,
Exerutives acrogs carriers
saxl ﬁg ht pat b tham "Eﬁ [
sitlve comidors near lran will
remain mstricted until there
s clear and sustained evi-
dence of stability, highlight-
ing concerns that the situa
thon eould deteriomtequickly.
“Resuming in arush docs
not make sense at this paing,”
a senbor airine official said,
“The situation remalns Muid,
and the risks of sudden esca-
lation cannot be ruled out”
The war inmivmg the L,
Ismael and lmn triggered wide-
1F|rrad aims pace closures from
February 2 B, disupting inter
national Dight networks and
forcing airlines to reroute or
susperd serviees.
Operations across the
region remain patchy. In the
UAE, airlines are operating
limited, non-scheduled com-
mercal r'|i.tﬂ|.t.-\.|:|.1.u.-r| on safety
asspssments. Flights from
Saudi Arabia and Oman to
India continue, while Qatar’s
alrspace ks only partiallyopen.
(ratar Airwaysis expected to

FACING HEADWINDS

EFlight paths mairlines adopt ® Conflict sinca
riear ran remain ‘wait-ancwateh' | Feb 28 disrupted
restricted stanceamidfears | routes, farcing
despite early af sudden rerouting and
signs of geopolitical RISDENSI0NS
de-escalation flare-ups globaly

EUAE sees limited ad hoe flights; mWea k pad senger

Saudi Amabia and Oman mutes demand,

to Indka continue especially

outbound from

u Qatar partally reopens; Kuwalt  india, weighs

and Bahrain l-iﬂilrﬂu.lt. on capacity

prompting workaround hubs decisions

opcmte 8- 10 fights to India
onWednesdry,

Kuwait and Bahrain, h me
ever, remaln largely cloced,
Carriers such as Jazcera Air
ways, Kmwalt Alrways and
Grulf Air are operating spedal
flights from Dammam in
SavidiArabtabomaintain con-
nectivity with India Alterna-
tive transit corridors have
been activated, via Egypt and
jordan for those In [srael;
through lordan and Saudi

Arabiafor travellers from Irag;
and wiaSaudi Arabia for pas-
senpers from Kuwait and
Bahrain,

Airlines midwmkpassen
gerdemand has compounded
the uncertainty. Flights on
existing routes are reporting
||.1|.\.r|.1n:1|.p.1:|»r|.l,p'|rhnl|..1l‘|."|.- (aly}
outbound sectors from India,
making it cormmeraally umi-
abletosaleup operations.

“With demand still muted
ani uncertainty persisting,

restoring capacity aggTes
sivelywould not be prudent.
Meither tourists norworkers
are in a burry to return so
sowon, " amother airlbne s xecu-
tve said.

lisdustry msiders said akr-
lines are balancing opera
tonal readinesswith financial
disdpline, wary of deploying
capacity without adequate
|1.'|m1:5rr|.nﬂr|:..

Abroader resumption of
sETvices, rhr'_!.' added, will cer
atinly depend not only on
wpeopalitical stability but alse
on a tangible recovery in
travel demand,

The government, mean
while, said bt bs elosedy moni-
toring the cvolving sitnation.
The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion said on Tuesday it
remains in constant coordi-
nation with arthines and
other stakeholders.

Since Febriary 28, about
760,000 passmgors have try
dled from the reglon tolndla,
indiating comtimoed, though
mnstrained, connsctidty.
While outhound figures have
not been disclosed, industry
estimates sugpest theyremain
in the low thousands.

An airline executve said
that if outbound traffic rises
:.1|.a|.'|1| ¥, o ITiers ay add
routes to sfer parts of the
region while continulng to
avoid high-riskzones
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No immediate relief for airlines, travel bodies

Yi-CHIM LEE, JULIE ZHU &
ALESSAMDRO PARDDH
Singapore,/Hong Kong, April B

US PRESIDENT DONALD
Frump's two-week ceascfire
with Imn ks unlikely to provide
immediate ehet to IhrE;]-e:-|1.1I
aviatlon Industry as it resls
tfrom its worst crisis in years,
executives sald on Wednesday,
even as airline shares rallied
afterthedeal

Willlke Walsh, director gen-
eral of the Intermational Air
[:.1|L:.|.|L||1 Asspetathon II.?L'I'.II:I.
wamed it would take months
for jet fuel aipply to ecover men
if Iran reopened the Strait of
Hormuez, given disruptions to
West Asiarefming capacity

Delta Alr Lines forecast

I

WAR IMPACT

o i will take monthe for jet
fual supply to recover even
tlran recpens the Straitof
Hormuz, wams LATA DG
willie Walsh

|ower-than- expected profit for
the second quarter and sabd e
wold cut capacity acmss the
board tomake upiorthe 52 bil-
licm m exira fuel msts it expects
tobookin the second guaner

m et fuel prices have more
than doubled since the ran
confiict, Br autpacing & 50%
rise In crudle prices prioe to
the 2-week ceasefire

Alrline shares surge

|et fuel prices noomally move
in tandem with ol prices, bk
they have more than doubled
snce the Imn conffict, far out
pacing a 50% rlee In cruds

prices pricr to the Uwo-week
ceasefire That has inflated costs,
disr IJ|.I|L"J!.L||L'|.|UJE5\..|.IIIJJEI.|.‘I’.‘|!
airfines toout mutesand pushed
Lhe lmits of what traveles will
pay.CnWednesday, Dela saidit
expects topayabout §4.30 agal-
lion for jet forlin the June qisar
ter,adding mone than 2 billion
tothe |'|rirr= a ].'e.1rr:|:rl.1rr.

Even so, global airline and
travel socks rose, Anstralia's
(antas Airvays jumped more
thuan M, Al New fealand rose
over 4, Hong Kong's Cathay
Pacific climbed 5% and while
Imfia®s IndiGo rose 8%, In
Euro e travel operator TUwas
up over 1 2%, Wizz Air ﬁ!im‘-ﬂ
1000, Alr France-KLM cBmbed
ammid 14%, and Lifthansavas
up 11840, —REUTERS
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Air India CEO resigns

Dhairya Gajara

TILIMERAS

The Air India Group
announced CEO and
Managing  Director
Campbell Wilson's
resignation on Tuesday, cutting
short his five-year tenure that
was scheduled to end in July
2027, Al said he had informed
Chairman N Chandrasekaran
of his intention to step down In
2026 as early as 2024. The
board has constituted a com-
mittee to identify his successor,
and Wilson will continue until

n replacement s ap-
pointed.

In an internal mess-
age to employees, Wil-
son said, “We have
sccomplished much. |
am incredibly proud of
what you have achieved, es-
pecially in the face of un-
precedented headwinds in the
form of aircraft delivery and
supply chain challenges, two
wars, crippling airspace clo-
sures and fuel prices and, most
acutely, tragedy”

} Contd on | nation

Air India CEO...

Appainted in 2022 o lead the Tata Groups
Vihoan Al transformation plan, Wilson was tasked
with nening around the former siate-run airline
His tenuere saw large siveraft orders and initial mod-
ernisation efforts, but persistent external and (nter-
sl challenges slowed progress.

The airline conginies tw fce the Bllout from e
June 12, 2065, emsh of Flight A7 a Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner bound for London Garwick, which
crashed inmo the B Medical College hosted conmplex
i Ahmedabad seconds after take-off. The crash
clairmed 260 Hves and marked the frs ot secident
involving a Dreamliner alreraft. The incldent
brought interse seruting from the Directorate
Genersl of Civil Aviation.

The final investigation repaort s expected on the
firsi anniversary of the trapedy, and the aicbine
awalts the findings.

Even before the crash, Alr Indis was facing finan-
cial challenges. Although it had redueed losses over
the past three years, the Al-I71 rragedy is expected
1o push losses for FY2006 0 sround 20,000 crore,
sharply higher than the earlier estimate of €000
crare.

Geopolitical mstability has fisrther stralned oper
ations, The prolonged closure of Pakistani airspace
and conflict in Wiest Asta have forced longer Qight
routes, nereasing fud consumption and strevching
erew resources. This has impected profitabiliiey, par-
ticularly on long-hiol western moutes. A the same
time, aviation turbine fuel costs have risen h:,' 15

The Vihaan Al transformation programme has
lso fnced delays The airfine’s $400 million wide-
body retrofit programime, asimed ut upgrading
Boeing 777 and 787 aircraft interiors has been
delayed by at least vwo years and is now expected o
be completed by late 2028 due to global supply
chain issues and delays from seat mamsfaciurers

As a result, Air Indis continues to operste older
afreraft with outdated cabins and non-functionsl in-
flight enerminment systems on key  roures.
Cambined with inconsistent servioe and fuctiating
on-time performance, these challenges have slowed
the airdine’s turnamound.

KV Rao, o former Atr India cabin crew member
and union member, sald deeper structural smues
retiakn. “As kg as the work cultios dosan't change,
nathing really changes of Alr Indin, as they havent
come out of the era when i was government-
owned, They hire the same old officials for {mpar-
tard positions and then expect them 1o ransform
th sirdine. The new CEO will take at Jeast o year w
undersiand the spliderweb of issues af the organiss-
tion,” he said.

The incoming CEO will ke charpe ot o time
when the airline faces regulatory serutiny and mie-
ket pressure. Immedise priorides will include
addressing conoerns mised by the aviation repuls-
tor, strengthening internal processes - prevent
futvire ncidents, and managtng the aftermath of the
crush imvestigation with ransparency.
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DGCA orders 5G safe upgrades for jets

Jatin Grover &
Abhishek Law

jatin grover@livemint com

NEW DELHI: Ever found your
mobile phone's signal to be
patchy while waiting for a flight?
That's because telecom opera-
tors can’t provide stronger sig-
nals near airports, as these can
interfere with a small cockpit
tool—a radio altimeter.

The electronic gauge, which
measures the altitude of an air-
borne plane, feeds data to multi-
ple automated systems on board.
A wrong reading can be a safety
risk, especially during poor visi-
bility. But the restrictions have
sparked concerns as telecom
operators expand 5G coverage
and prepare for even stronger
66 networks.

Now, the civil aviation regula-
tor has asked all airlines to mod-
ify the altimeters so that they are
tolerant to 3300-3670 megahertz

(MHz) C-band—a key range of

spectrum to provide 5G services,
according to the Director Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
order dated 19 November 2025.

The US earlier addressed concerns by requiring upgrades to
aircraft radio altimeters.

Mint has reviewed a copy of the
order.

The required modification or
retrofitting must be completed
by 31 December 2027, the order
said.

India is not alone in facing
this challenge. Countries such as
the US and those in Europe have
faced similar challenges, with
regulators proposing deadlines
extending to 2029-2032 for full
fleet retrofits. But that has also

HT

caused a spike in demand.
According to estimates by the
American regulator Federal Avi-
ation Administration (FAA),
upgrades will cost around $4.5
billion for the US fleet alone.

To be sure, the US had earlier
addressed 5G interference con-
cerns by requiring upgrades to
aircraft radio altimeters, setting
a February 2024 deadline. It later
said the entire airline fleet had
completed these upgrades by

September 2023, mitigating
immediate risks. However, the
country now has plans to
expand 5G into a higher spec-
trum band.

Since the 2022 rollout of 5G in
India, telecom operators have
had to limit signal strength near
airports and follow strict exclu-
sion zones to avoid interference
with aircraft systems. According
to the November order, the
DGCA has also prohibited pilots
from conducting automatic
landings and from using
enhanced flight vision systems
for touchdown in aircraft with
radio altimeters that are not tol-
erant of 5G airwaves.

“There are airplanes with an
old generation of altimeters,
which can cause interference
with 5G currently and 6G in the
upper C-band in future such as
4.4-4.8GHz,” said Bharat Bhatia,
president of ITU-APT Founda-
tion of India, which works with
industry and government on tel-
ecom policy. “The altimeter
replacement is the only solution,
which could take time owing toa
similar demand from other
developing countries.”
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DGCA orders upgrades by
2027 to make jets 5G safe

HEW DELHI

ver found your mobile
E phone's signal to be

patchy while waiting fora
fight? Thats becouse telecom
operators can't provide
stronger signals near airports,
as these can interfere with a
small cockpit tool—a radio
altimeter.

The electronic gauge, which
mezsuresthe altitude of anair-
bormne plane, feeds data to mul-
tiple automated systems on
board. Awrong reading can be
a safety risk, especially during
poor visibility. But the restric-
tions have sparked concems as
telecom operators expand 50
coverage and prepare {or even
stronger G0 networks.

Mow, the civil aviation regu-
lator has asked all airlines to
modifv the altimeters so that
they are wlerant to 35300-3670
megaheriz (MHz) C-band—a
key range of spectrum to pro-
vide 50 services, according to
the Director General of Civil

US earlier addressed concarns
by requiring upgrades . HT

Aviation{DGCA) orderdated 19
November 2025, Mind has
reviewed a copy of the order.

The required modification
or retrofitting must be com-
pleted by 31 December 2027,
the order said.

India is not alone in facing
this challenge. Countries such
as the US and those in Europe
have faced similar challenges,
with regulators proposing
deadlines extending to
2029-2032 for full Aeetretro-
fits. But that has also cansed a

spikeindemand. Accordingto
estinutesby the American reg-
ukxior Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA), upgrades will
cost around $£.5 billion for the
US fieet alone.

Tobe sure, the US had earlier
addressed 30 interference
concerns by requiring
upgrades to aircraft radio
altimeters, setting a February
2024 deadline. It latersaid the
entire airling fleet had com-
pleted these upgrades by Sep-
tember 2023, mitigating
immediate risks, However, the
country now has plans to
expand 3G into a higher spec-
trum band.

Since the 2022 rollout of 3G
in India. telecom operators
have had to limit signal
strength near airports and fol-
low strict exclusion zones to
avoid interference with aircral
systems. According to the
November order, the DGCA
hasalso prohibited pilots from
oconducting automatic landings
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anil froem wsdngenlunced flight
vislon systems e towchdown
I abre b with radio altimesters
that are et tolerant of S0 abr-
WS

“Thiere are adrplanes with an
old generathon of altimeters,
which can case marferenee
with S enerently and 60 b the
e C-teandd In future sichas
ARG " saled Blarat Bha-
tha, preskilent of ITE-APT
Foundation of |.I:||J.I.l. whileh
works with inehestry aoad gov-
et o telecom polley,
“The altinseter replwement s
theonly sl which could
Lk thme owbng fo a similar
demand from other devedoglng
coumrs,

Acvording o Bhatha, cument
rubes restrict SG operations
wiihin 21 ko of the runway
ends and within S0 metns of
therunway cenireline — agws
that cover terminal areas af
misst ndian adrports. 18 effec-
tively fmits 5G deplayvment
within alrport premises. he
sacl

The extersded hand. sueh s
A 740G HE, allowed tosupport
Strservicesin other countries,
1= ressprdenesd b Dosic, b sajel.

In response oAl semailed
queries, Boeing sald, “We'll
defier to the alriine operators
forany corments”’. Honeywell
Acrospace, i ey manufbctures
of rudio altimeters used in

The retrafittifig mist be done

by 1 Decambear 2007, s
planes, sild, “Weare cumently
wdirect engagermeanl with the
concermed aitharinks, incud-
g vl aviation mindsiry and
DGCA and are responading 1o
the query,”

Querles emailed to the
dhepart msend ol tebecommund-
cationns (DT, thee civilivdation
mindstry, IncbGo, Al Spice-
Jet, the Cellular Operators
Assoclation of India (Coal) on
thet muatter did et elicit any
respoise wntl press tme.

“Heganling the 50 rollout as
it of a wider Industry conll-
R, wer coan e fowerl with
the FAA and other lnwvolved
agerkches tostudy e ssue fur
theer sncd work toward solu-
tions,” Alrbus sabd in g stale-
metit

A Adr Lot s than

el an netralin ar apgrode of
wltbmarters started kg tme
back®, “Thie atrline will b finlly
compliant before the said
demiline,” the afficial sabd
“Someof the nuarrow-body Adr-
s alreradft we Fuye are already
ugnckited and work songning in
soane.” theoffie inf bl withn
vl a brealug,

To e sure, telecom apega-
tors are also l'l.'I_I.JIu.' i
Rnn-touadllimsgs s abumtbosies fmecles -
gt nad 43 spectrum hanads
such as ZIDOMHz and
ORI 2 for ekl services.

Theeree ave concems regard-
g 560G services, but 6 s
ecperted oandy by D000, sald a
goverminent afficil, spealking
o e coniithon of ansarymliy.
“The vxpsectation s thar the
mlimeters can be modifled
Tl flaon”

There lsaglobaldemand for
replacing such altimeters,
which Is delayiing the replaee
et pirecess b Dadia, sadd an
execuiive with an alreeaft
mukir. Alrline operators have
B wonrlebng withalreradi and
pquipment manufacirens o
Mx altimetors for the joss cou-
e of years the execuiivesakd

Acconding o FllghtGlohal, &
Lasrahonns-huasisd aerosgsace pub-
lishwer, alrlines in the US sy
they can speed up aliimeter
upgraddes for S0 bt want com-
pensation for the cosis
Invedved.
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West Asia crisis disrupts Indian
aviation, 10,000 flights cancelled

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
I New Delhi

The ongoing conflict in West
Asia has severely disrupted
India's aviation sector,
leading to the cancellation
of more than 10,000 flights
since late February, a senior
Government official said on
Tuesday. Escalating ten-
sions and widespread air-
space restrictions across
the region have significant-
ly impacted international
flight operations, particular-
ly long-haul routes to
Europe and North America.

According to Asangba
Chuba Ao, Joint Secretary in
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Indian carriers that previ-
ously operated 300-350
daily flights to the Middle
East have seen that number
drop sharply to around
80-90. The decline follows
the closure or restriction of
airspace in several West
Asian countries, including

Israel, Jordan, Lebanon,
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain,
and the UAE.

The conflict, triggered by

military action involving

the United States, Israel,
and Iran, has caused what
officials describe as
“unprecedented disruption
in global aviation net-
works.” Airlines have been
forced to reroute flights,
increasing travel time and
operational costs.

To mitigate the impact,
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
temporarily relaxed Flight
Duty Time Limitations
(FDTL), allowing pilots to

operate longer hours, This
includes extending permis-
sible flight time to approx-
imately 11.5 hours to accom-
modate extended flight
paths. The relaxation is cur-
rently valid until April 30
and may be reviewed
depending on how the
situation evolves.

Officials also highlighted
rising aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) costs as a major chal-
lenge, noting that fuel
accounts for nearly 40 per
cent of airline operating

expenses. While global fuel
prices have surged, the
Government has moderated
domestic price increases to
prevent a steep rise in airfares.

Additional measures
include allowing foreign
airlines such as Emirates,
Kuwait Airways, and Jazeera
Airways to operate passen-
ger aircraft for cargo ser-
vices, ensuring continuity in
critical supply chains,

Despite the Government’s
efforts, the crisis has placed
financial strain on airlines.
Around 50 per cent of Indian
carriers' international oper-
ations are linked to West
Asia, making the disruption
particularly significant.
Airlines have begun intro-
ducing distance-based
surcharges to offset rising
fuel costs.

The Ministry of Civil
Aviation stated it is working
closely with stakeholders
to support the sector and
maintain stability.
“Passenger safety, cargo
continuity, and sectoral
resilience remain our top
priorities,” the official said.
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Aviation stocks
fly high

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

Aviation stocks zoomed on
Wednesday morning trade
following a sharp decline in
crude oil prices after the US
and Iran announced a two-
week ceasefire.

Easing of geopolitical stress
led to a sharp fall in Brent
crude oil prices, which
tumbled 13 per cent to $94.94
per barrel.

InterGlobe Aviation, the
parent firm of IndiGo,

zoomed 10.98 per cent to
¥4,737.40 on the BSE.

The stock of Spicejet also
jumped 4.99 per cent to reach
its upper circuit limit of Z11.14.

Stock markets also turned
buoyant following the cease-
fire announcement. The 30-
share BSE Sensex jumped
2,839.53 points or 3.80 per
cent to 77,4506.11 in morning
trade. The 50-share NSE Nifty
surged 837.6 points or 3.62
per cent to 23,961.25.
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IndiGo soars 8 pc on crude

crash, US-Iran ceasefire

AGENCIES
New Delli, 8 April

Shares of InterGlobe Aviation
surged sharplyon Wednesday,
closing over 8 per cent higher,
as a steep fall in plobal crude
il pricesandeasing peopolitical
tensions in the West Asia
tripeereda strong plly inaviation
stocks.

At 330 pm,, the InterGlobe
Aviationstock was at Rs4,6M,
up Rs 34520 0r 809 per cent,
after touching an intra-day
high of Rs 4,744, reflecting
robust investor confidence in
the airline’s cost outlook.

The rally comesamid signs
of de-escalation in tensions
imvolving the United States
and Iran, which have helped
calm fearsof probonged disnoption
in global energy supplies.

The biggest trigger behind
thesurpewast hesharpoomection
in global oil prices.

Benchmark Brent Cruce Ol
phinged nearly USD 14 per
cent to amund USD 93.80 per
barrel, marking one of the

The Statesman

Thu,
https://epaper.thestate

steepest single-day declines in
recent mont hs, Thefallfollows
aperiodwhen crude had surged
past USD100 amid heightened
geopolitical uncertainty.

For airlines, fuel costs form
asipnificant portionofoperating
expenses, and any dedine in
oil prices directly boosts
profitability. The sharp drop
in crude is ex pected to reduce
aviation turbine fuel (ATE)
costs, thereby impooyving margins
for carders like IndiGo. The
broader market sentiment
remainedupbeat, with investors
uming sk positive as geopolitical
prices cooled,

Awiation stocks, which had
been under pressure due to
devatedoil pricesand uncertainty,
witnessed renewed buying
interest. In the near term, the
twin tailwinds of fallingcrude
prices and easingtensions have
positioned IndiGo as a key
beneficiary supporting asharp
re-rating of the stock and
strengthening imvestorconficlence

in the aviation sector.
@9 April 2026
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Carrier 1s grappling with losses and heightened scrutiny following last year’s crash

Wilson quits Air India

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

Neow Delhi: Alr India said on
Tuesday that chief executive
officer Campbell Wilson had
raslgned after nearly four
yoars in the role, as the carrier
grapples with perslstent loss-
o5 and helghtened regulatory
serutiny followlng a crash last
wvear that lillad 260 people.

Wilson's reslgnation
comes just days aftor s blgger
domestic rival, IndiGo, tapped
aviation veteran Willle Walsh
aslte next CEO.

The country's two largest
CATTIErs are Under pressurs
from an industry crisls stem-
ming from the West Asia con-
flict, compotmidad by domestic
operational challenges.

Wilson. a former Singa-

Camphbell Wilson

pore Alrlines executive, was
brought In to steer the carri-
er's tirnaround In 2022 afrer
years of decline under govern-
ment ownership.
Wilsorn had eonveyed (o Alr
Indlia chairman M. Chandrase-
karan in 2024 his Intention to
step dowm this year, the airiine
sald Ina statement, adding that
the New Zealander will remain

in the role until his successor
is in place. Alr India’s board
has constituted a committee
that will find Wilson's succes-
sor in the coming months,
Since taking the helm at
India’s Mo, 2 carrier, Wilson
oversaw an overhaul of the en-
gineering department and the
refarbishment of planes amid
supply chaln disruptons.
“Over the last four years,
Campbell did a good Job In
very tough clrcumstanc-
es," Brendan Soble, a Singa-
pore-hased Independant avia-
thon analyst, told Reters,
“Finding the right candi-
date to complete (Alr Inila‘s)
transformation will not be aasy
and Tata will particularly feel
the pressure to gt this right fol-
lowing Indifo’s Tecent appoint-
ment of Willie Walsh,"” he said.

In an internal mall wom
plovees, Wilson said, *
ncrodibly proud of what wu
have achleved, especially
in the face of unprecedent-
&1 headwinds In the form of
alreraft delivery and supply
chaln challenges, two wars,
crippling alrspace closures
and fuel prices and, most
acutely, tragedy.”

*_The time 15 right for me
40 hand over the relns for the
next phase of Alr India’s rise,”
Wiizon added.

“Campbell and WS tear
have demonstrated tenaclty
and resolve and have alignad
AN organisation drawn from
many backgrounds behind
the shared goal of building
the new Alr India that 18 now
emerging.” Chandrasekaran
sald

10K Indian
flights
cancelled

OLR BUREALU

New Delhi: Indian carriers
have cancelled over 10,000
Oights sinee the anset of the
Wost Asla conflict, as esca-
lating tensfons and alrspace
restrictions disrupted Inter-
national operations, & senlor
government officlal sall.

The widespread closures
of Kay transit corridors foreed
alriines to suspend or rerolte
services, partieulafy on long-
han! routes to Europe and
North America.

“On an average, Indlan
carriers uead to fly about 300
to 350 fights datly to West
Asla (both ways put togather .
Today, that number has come
down to B0-2). That takes the

total (fiights cancelled) since
the beginning of the sitnation,
that 1s from February 28, to
over 10,000, Asangba Chuba
Aq, joint secretary in the min-
Istry of civil aviaton, said,

Alr India surcharge

Alr Indla has announced re-
vised fuel surcharges ranging
from F204 (o 7800 for domestic
fllgchits and 324 o S280 for Inter-
natlonal fllghts after a surge n
global jet fuel prices amid the
ongoing conflicr.

The revised fiel surcharge
will be effective from April 8
for domestic routes as well as
SAARC countyles, West Asia,
Southeast Asla, China, Sin-
gapors and Africa. While for
Eurape, North America and
Australla, 1t will come into
force from April 10,

Revislong 0 fusl surchargs
on flights toand from Bangla-
desh and destinations such as
Japan, Heng Kong and South
Korea, will be gdvizad In due
course, thecarrier sald en
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IndiGo
aircraft

damaged

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta: An IndiGo air-
craft was damaged after an
unmanned vehicle hit the
plane which was standing at
the parking bay on Tuesday
evening.

Alrport officlals sald the
Alrbus A320 alrcraft was
scheduled to fly to Guwahatl
and was waiting for passen-
gors to board when the acci-
dent happened around 9 pm.

A fight catering vehicle hit
the alreraft,

Alrport sources sald the
driver had forgotten to apply
the hand brake and got down.
The vehicle rolled on and hit
the engine of the alreraft.

A probe has been ordered.

“A third-party unmanned
vehicle on the apron moved
and came in contact with a
parked IndiGo aircraft,” sald
an IndiGo spokesperson.

The aircraft is undergo-
ing thorough inspections for
being cleared for operations.

“The alrcraft was sched-
uled to operate flight 6E 6663
from Calcutta to Guwaha-
tl. An alternate aircrafi has
been arranged to operate the
fight,” said the spokesperson

On Monday night, an Air
India Express aircraft was hit
by astepladder during the rain
and storm, sald an officlal.
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Airline landing,
parking charges
slashed by 25%

“ovt on Wednesday anno-

T unceda25% cut inlanding
and parking charges for do-
mestic airlines at all 34 air-
ports in the country for three
months in a bid to provide re-
prieve to airlines, reeling un-
der higher fuel prices and lo-
nger routes due to the US-Iran
war. Operators of airports in
Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and others have be-
endirected todoso with imme-
diate effect, FLAP OPP



	AA DL 09APR2026.jpg
	AU DL 09APR2026.JPG
	BL DL 9APR2026.JPG
	BL DL 9APR2026A.JPG
	BS DL 9APR2026.JPG
	BS DL 9APR2026A.JPG
	DH-BAN-8 APR.jpg
	ET DL 9APR2026A.JPG
	FE DL 9APR2026.JPG
	MP DL 09APR2026.JPG
	TOI-ND-9 APR.JPG
	TOI-ND-9 APR-A.JPG
	AT-GUA-8 APR.JPG
	AT-GUA-8 APR-A.JPG
	AU DL 09APR2026.JPG
	BL DL 9APR2026.JPG
	BS DL 9APR2026.JPG
	DH-BAN-8 APR.JPG
	DH-BAN-8 APR-A.JPG
	DJ DL 09APR2026.JPG
	FE DL 9APR2026.JPG
	FE DL 9APR2026A.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-8 APR.jpg
	HT DL 09APR2026.JPG
	HT-ND-9 APR.JPG
	LS DL 09APR2026.JPG
	MINT DL 9APR2026.jpg
	NBT DL 09APR2026.JPG
	PIO-LUC-8 APR.JPG
	PIO-ND-9 APR.JPG
	SB-LUC-8 APR.JPG
	SB-LUC-8 APR-A.JPG
	ST DL 09APR2026.jpg
	TG-KOL-8  APR.JPG
	TG-KOL-8  APR-A.JPG
	TOI-ND-9 APR.JPG

