"...-E : .lf.....%‘._'__,_

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD

BANGALORE

8 APRIL 2025

Rift as 42 MLAs want
Sira to house second
a@rt for B'luru

Willconvince
proposal not
feasible: Patil

———

BENGALURU, DHNS

orty-twoe lawmakers
Fculting ACTDSS party

lines have signed a pe-
tition urging Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah to set up Ben-
galuru’ssecond international
airport at Sira in Tumakuru,
about 120 km from here, in
a campaign spearheaded by
senior Congress leader TB
Jayachandrawhois opposing
thelocations shortlisted by his
oW government.

The state government has
finalised three locations for
the capital city’s second air-
port: Two on Kanakapura
Road near Harohalli and one
onKunigal Roadin Nelaman-
gala. An Airports Authority
of India (AAI) team arrived
Mondaytoinspect these sites.

“By 2050, the population of
Bengaluru will exceed three
croreand the city will extend
up to Sira, whichisideal for a
second airport,” Jayachandra,
the Sira MLA, told D, con-
firming42 MLAs havesigned
the petition to the CM.

Extolling Sira, Jayachan-
dra said it is close to HAL's
helicopter factory and the
DRDO facility at Challakere
in neighbouring Chitradurga.

“The locations selected

TB Jayachandra

Int’l airport
between
Hubballi &
Belagavi?

Industries Minister MB
Patil said the govern-
ment will consider an
international airport
for North Karnataka.
“There'sa demand by
Public Works Minister
Satish Jarkiholi and
others for an interna-
tional airport between
Hubballi and Belagavi.
We will consider this,”
hesaid.

now don't have water, In Sira,
there's water from the Hema-
vathi river, the Bhadra river
and the Yettinahole project,”
Jayachandra, Karnataka's
special representative in
Delhi, said. “Also, there’s a
restriction on starting anoth-
er airport in a 150-km radius
from the existing airport. This
150-km radius ends right at
Sira,” he said.

» B'luru airport, Page 6

Riftas 42 MLAs want Sirato
house second B'luru airport

B'luruairport, fromPage 1

Jayachandra also said
6,000 acres of land is avail-
able at Sira for an interna-
tional airport.

Industries & Infrastructure
Development Minister MB
Patil said he will convince
Jayachandra that an interna-
tional airport cannot come up
in Sira. “We’re talking about
asecondinternational airport
for Bengaluru, not a district
airport. We want to propose
a district airport for the Tu-
makuru-Sira-Chitradurga

region.”

Patil also sought common
sense. “If (Home Minister)
G Parameshwara and I (res-
idents of Sadashivanagar)
want to fly to New Delhi,
would we go to Sira?” he said.

Potential investors in the
second airport will look at
the viability of the location,
Patil said.

“Ambanis, the Bengaluru
International Airport Ltd
(BIAL) or Tatas...they’ll look
at viability. If we give them
landin Sira, will they setupan
international airport there?”
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AAl officials to inspect land for second airport today

Bengaluru: The prospect of
Bengaluru getting a second
international airport is setto
get closer to reality, with a
high-level team of Airports
Authority of India (AAT)offi-
cials on Tuesday visiting the

three designated locations fi-
nalised by the state govt,
According to sources in
the infrastructure develop-
ment department, the AAI of-
ficials’ team held a meeting
with the state povt officials

Monday It is expected to visit
the locations, including two
off the Kanakapura Road and
another off the Nelamangala-
Kunigal Road, and hold talks
with infrastructure develop-
ment minister MB Patil.
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Wildlife threat at Hisar airport: Forest

officials deployed ahead of PM visit

DEEPENDER D ESWAL
TRINEKE % WS ERVICE
HISAR, APRIL 7
With Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi scheduled to inau-
gurate flight operations
from the newly constructed
Hisar Airport on Aprl 14,
the Harvana Government
has swung into action to
clear the airport premises of
wild amimals that pose a
threatl to air safely.

Concerned over the pres-
ence ofwilllife, inchding nil-
guis, deer and stroy dogs
within the 7200-are airport
mmpus, the state govern-
ment has issued urpent dinse-
trves tothe Fhrest and Wil dlife
Department to ensure the
ares 5 muade seaine for fhght
operations. The animals, offi-
anls say; could pose o serious
nsk during aircrafl takeofls
and indings.

An official order from G
Anupama, Additional Chief

Secretary, Department of
Environment, Forests, and
Wildlife, directed senmior offi-
cizls to toke immedinte
charge of the stuation, The
directive reads, “Dr Vivek
Saxena, IFS, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
(PCCF) and Chiel Wildlife
Warden (CWLW), along with
Sunder Lal, IFS, In-charge
Chief Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife), Gurupgram, shall
be stationed at Hisar start-
mg Apnl 7.”

The officers have been
instrueted to mobilise all
resources at their disposal
to rescue wild animals from
the arport campus, They
have been asked to coorndi-
nate with the Hisar Deputy
Commissioner, the Chief
Executive Officer (CEQ) of
the airport, and other rele-
vunt suthorities. A compli-
ance report has  been
sought by April 10,

Reports indicate that the
issue had been festering for
some time. Local Forest and
Wildlife Department staff
had previously attempted
to elear the animals but
faced challenpes due to the
vast expanse of the airpart
larl and breaches in the
bound ary wall

“The area is massive -
about 7200 acres — and the
boundarywall has valneralbls
points whem the foundation
has been ompromised.
These gnps have made it easy
for animals to enter” said a
souree familirwith the mat-
ter Allepations have earlier
e raised about pooraquak-
ty canstruction of the Rs 22-
crore boundary wall, which is
now under serutiny

Asthe situstion grew more
urgent, the depariment
hegan deploying  additional
personnel  for  intensified
combingopemtions. The goal

istoensure complet eremoval
of wildlife from the premises

before the PM s visit,
The senousness of the
issue has now been

acknowledged by the state
government and the Air-
parts Authority of India
(AAT), which have stepped
up efforts to ensure safety
and readiness of the airport.
Talking to The Trbune,
Harvana's Adviser for Civil
Aviation, Narharnn Singh
Bangar, confirmed the ongo-
ing operation. “A combing
operation 5 underway at the
airport campus, and it will
be completed soon,” hesaid,
Bangar alsochamred o review
meeting tday to assess
preparations, Sources also
said Chiefl Minister Nayab
Singh Sami & expected to
visit Hisar on April 8 to per-
sonally mapect the arrange-
ments ahead of the Prime
Minister's arrival.
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Chennai’s 2nd alrport set for take off with Centre’s nod

Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

Chennai will finally get its
second airport at Parandur
with the Centre clearing its
construction, sources told
businessline.

The implementation of
the project now rests with
the airport developer con-
cerned, including the State
government.

TWO-STAGE APPROVAL
The land acquisition for con-
struction and other activities
can start with the greenfield
airport, located about 70 km
west of Chennai, crossing
the second stage of the
Centre’s Greenfield Airports
(GFA) policy by getting ‘in-
principle’ approval. The GFA
prescribes a two-stage ap-
proval process that includes
‘site clearance’ followed by
‘in-principle’ nod.

“We are hopeful that in-
principle approval for this
greenfield airport project
will bring in enhanced con-
nectivity and spur further
economic activity in the re-
gion,” sources said.

The project received the

— — i, £ o

A file photo of officials at Parandur village in Kancheepuram district

approval after deliberations
between the Civil Aviation
Ministry and agencies, in-
cluding the India Meteorolo-
gical Department, and Min-
istries such as Home and
Defence. The second stage
clearance involved evalu-
ation of the detailed project
report (DPR) and a techno-
economic feasibility study.
In the last couple of years,
the Aviation Ministry has
given ‘site clearance’ to
seven airports proposed at
Mandi, Himachal Pradesh;
Kottayam, Kerala; Puri,
Odisha; Doloo, Assam;

Parandur, Tamil Nadu; Kota,
Rajasthan; and Raichur,
Karnataka.

At present, State govern-
ments propose locations for
the greenfield airports,
which are then inspected by
various government bodies,
including the Airports Au-
thority of India, to determ-
ine the technical feasibility
of the project.

Further, after the receipt
of the ‘in-principle’ approval,
the developer takes care of
the airport project imple-
mentation, including

funding.

Under the GFA, the
Centre has given ‘in-prin-
ciple’ approval for setting up
21 greenfield airports in
Mopa in Goa; Navi Mumbai,
Shirdi and Sindhudurg in
Maharashtra; Kalaburagi, Vi-
_]ayapura Hassan and Shiva-
mogga in Karnataka; Dabra
(Gwalior) in Madhya Pra-
desh; Kushinagar and Noida
(Jewar) in Uttar Pradesh;
Dholera and Hirasar in Gu-
jarat; Karaikal in Puduch-
erry; Dagadarthi,
Bhogapuram and Orvakal
(Kurnool) in Andhra Pra-
desh; Durgapur in West
Bengal; Pakyong in Sikkim;
Kannur in Kerala; and
Itanagar in  Arunachal
Pradesh.

GREENFIELD AIRPORTS
Of these, 12 greenfield air-
ports, including Durgapur,
Shirdi, Kannur, Pakyong,
Kalaburagi, Orvakal (Kur-
nool), Sindhudurg, Kushin-
agar, Itanagar, Mopa and
Shivamogga, have been oper-
ationalised.

India has 159 operational
airports, including both
brownfield and greenfield
facilities.
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71% works completed at
Bhogapuram airport

—
Our Bureau
Hyderabad

About 71 per cent of the con-
struction of Bhogapuram i
tormational  Airpart in
Andhra Pradesh has been
completed, said K Rammo-
han Naidu, Union Minister
for Civil Aviation,

Speaking o the media
after reviewing the progress
of the airport with the rep-
resentatives of the GMR
Group, Nuddu said the up-
coming facility would be one
of the "most advanced” air-
ports in the country. Tt will
be ready in 2026, he sdded.

GMR Visakhapatnam In-
termational  Airport  Ltd
(GVIALY, a subsidiary of
GMR Airports Lrd {(GAL), is
developing  the preenfield
Bhogapuram airport in Viz-

K Rammodean Maidu,
Minister for Civil Aviation

lanygaram  district in the
public private partnership
(PP} model on a design,
build, finance, operate and
transfer [DBFOT) basis.

INITIAL STAGE

GVIAL would develop the
wrport in stages. Initally, it
will be bailt to serve 6 mil-
Hon passengers per anmim
and it will be scaled up based
on passenger trafic growth.,
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Customs officials seize 473
gm gold at IGIA hidden
inside wheels of trolley bag

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, 7 APRIL

The Customs department on Monday
busted a meticulously planned operation
to sneak in around half kg of gold into
Delhi via Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA). The authorities apprehended
the smuggler, after receiving a certain
Intelligence input and recovered gold
worth lakhs.

Around 473 grams of gold was recovered
by the Customs officials, however, the
clever modus operandi used to smuggle
it has left everyone surprised. The gold
was hidden in multiple small rods and
placed inside the wheels of a trolley bag
to avoid detection.

The accused, travelling from Kolkata
to Delhi, attempted to smuggle the gold
into Delhi by concealing it inside the
stakes and wheels of his trolley bag. He
was travelling on Flight No 6E-5198 and
was intercepted on the domestic side of
Terminal 3 of IGIA

The passenger was apprehended and
his bageage checked after Custom officials,
who had been tipped off earlier, grew
suspicious over his movement at the air-
port.

The department also took to social
media to reveal the modus operandi of
the gold smuggler.



i -—

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA AHMEDABAD 8 APRIL 2025

Airport’s T2 arrival areas to
get a vibrant, stylish upgrad

Niyati.Parikh

@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: Tired of jost-
ling for space outside Ah-
medabad airport’s interna-
tional terminal? Relief is on
the way. Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International (SVI'1)
airport’s Terminal 2 (T2) is
getting a slick new upgrade
— and it's all about making
arrivals and departures a lot
more pleasant, with ameniti-
es like washrooms, drinking
water, smoking areas, retail,
as well as food and beverage
options.

A major pain point at the
airport was little or no space
for passengers’ family and
loved ones to wait comfortab-
ly outside the terminal.

The airport operator is
rolling out a brand-new arri-
val plaza project spread over
10,000sqg m. "The first phase,
expected to be ready by the
end of May, featuresal,500sq
m air-conditioned container
park outside T2. Think retail

therapy, food stops, and spa-
ce to kick back — all neatly
packaged in  containers
adorned in colours and pat-
terns of Gujarat's heritage
textile crafts. Whether you-
're heading off on a trip or
waiting to pick up a loved
one, there'llfinally bea place
to chill, sip coffee, or browse
for last-minute travel goodi-
es,” sald asource privy tothe
development.

The remaining 8,500 sq m
will see even more F&B op-
tions, shops, and smart faci-
litieslikedrinking water sta-
tions, smoking zones, and
more passengeramenities

all coming up by the end of
June, revealed sources.

Thearrival plaza is being
built onthelines of theoneat
the domestic terminal, i.e.,
Terminal 1 of the airport.

Terminal 2 is being deve-
loped as an integrated termi-
nal, which in the longer run
will handle both domestic
and international flights.

At present, T2 handles all
international and domestic
operations of  SpicelJet
flights in addition to Air In-
dia’s international flights.
More recently, Star Air and
Alliance Air flights also shif-
ted operations to T2,
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Officer shunted after animals spotted
at Hisar airport ahead of Modi visit

Ipsita.Pati@timesofindia.com

Gurgaon: One of the state’s se-
nior-maost wildlife officials was
shunted out with immediate ef
fect on Sunday night over a
botched clearance for Hisarair.
port, which Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi isset to inangurate
onApril 14

Chiefl conservator of forest
(south circle) Subhas Yadav
was held responsible for the Hi-
sar divisional wildlife officer's
March 6 safety certificate that
said the compound was free of
wildlife and there was no dan.
gerof any animals being on the
airport’s runway during land-
Ings or take-offs.

Sources said the assessment
was found to be incorrect when
officials went on a security in-
spection before another VVIP
visit on March 8 — by President
Droupadi Murmu — and spot-
ted animals inside the airport
perimeter; Following this, dur-
ing Murmu’s visit, personnel
were deploved to chase away
any animal that might ap
proach the runway

A fresh survey was subse
quently conducted on March 29
during which the presence of

A show-cause notice
has, meanwhile,
been issued by the

forest department to
the divisional

wildlife officer who
drew up the first
report, seeking an
explanation

nilgai, foxes, jackals, wild
boars, dogs, monitor lizards and
other animals was confirmed
inside the airport’s compound,
sources said. The survey also
highlighted bushes and tall
grass (Saccharurm  sponta-
neum) in the area that con-
cealed animals, making it chal-
lenging to remove them, they
added.

When the two contradictory
reports reached the chief min-
ister's office, transfer orders
were issued immediately witha
directive to Yadav to report to
headquarters on  Monday
morning, The wildlife depart-
ment i3 headed by a principal
chiefl conservator of forest
(PCCF). The state has two chief
conservators of forest (south
and north) for wildlife

While shunting the CCF
{southyout for his oversight, the
CMO directed Vivek Saxena,
PCCI {wildiife), and Yadav's re-
placement Sunder Lal to be sta-
tioned at Hisar airport from
Monday to make sure the com-
pound is clear by April 10. The
order by G Anupama, addition-
alchief secretary, environment,
forest and wildlife, asked them
to “mobilise all resources avail-
able to rescue all wild animals,
including nilgais, from the air-
port campus Hisar... to ensure
the airport is safe for oper
ations”. Anupama sought a
compliance report on April 10,

The two officers will coordi-
nate with the deputy commis-
sioner, district authorities and
the CEO of Hisar Airport. A
show-cause notice has, mean-
while, been issued by the forest
department to the divisional
wildlife officer who drew up the
first report, seekingan explana-
tion, “Nilgai, foxes, jackals,
wild boars, dogs and other ani-
mals were found inside the air-
port boundary, raising security
concerns. Holes under the
boundary wall have allowed
animals to enter the premises,”
asourcesaid.
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Animals found in
Hisar airport
ahead of PM visit

\ Fith just a week to po for

the April 14 official in-
auguration of Hisar airport
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Haryvana govt on Sun-
day shunted out one of the
state’s seniormost wildlife
officials and issued a show-
cause notice to anather offi-
cer for oversight.

The move follows two
safety checks at the ajrport -
the first before President
Droupadi Murmu's March 8
visit—that found theall-clear
issued by thedivisional wild-
life officer as incorrect, with
wild animals spotted close to
therunway As a fallout, Sub-
has Yadav, the chiefl conser-
vatorof forests was removed
from his post. Page opp
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Official moved out
as animals spotted

at Hisar airport post
his OK for PM visit

Gurgaon: One of Harvana's seniormost wild-
life officials was shunted out with immediate
effect on Sunday night over a botched clearan-
ce for Hisar airport, which Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modiis set to Inaugurate on April1d.

Chief conservator of forest (south circle)
Subhas Yadav was held responsible for the Hi-
sar divisional wildlife officer’s March 6 safety
certificate that said the compound was free of
wildlife and there was no danger of any ani-
mals being on the airport’s runway during lan-
dings or take-offs, reports Ipsita Pati.

Sources said the assessment was found tobe
incorrect when officials went on a security in-
spection before another VVIP visit on March 9

b President Droupadi Murmu - and spotted
animals inside the airport perimeter Follo-
wing this, during Murmu's visit, personnel we-
re deploved to chase away any animal that
might approach the runway

A fresh survey was conducted on March 29
during which the presence of nilgai, foxes,
jackals, wild boars, dogs, monitor lizards and
other animals was confirmed inside the air-
port'scompound, sources said. Thesurvevalso
highlighted bushes and tall grass (Saccharum
spontaneum) in the area that concealed ani-
mals, making it challenging to remove them,
the sources added. When the contradictory re-
portsreached the chief minister's office, trans-
fer orders were issued immediately with a di-
rective to Yadav to report to headquarters on
Monday, The wildlife department is headed by
aprincipal chief conservator of forest (PCCF).
The state has two CCHFs (south and north) for
wildlife. CMO deputed other officials to ensure
the compound is clear by April 10,
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Flight makes

ﬂdingzger

woman dies
onboard

An IndiGo flight bound for
Varanasi made an emer-
gency landing at the airport
in Maharashtra’s Chhatra-
pati Sambhajinagar after
an 89-year-old woman died
onboard, officials said on
Monday.

The Mumbai-Varanasi flight
made the unscheduled
landing at the Chikalthana
Airport at around 10 pm on

Sunday, an official said.
Sushila Devl, a native of
Mirzapur in Uttar Pradesh,
boarded the flight from
Mumbai and started feeling
unwell mid-air. The flight
landed at the airport,
around 350km from Mumbal,
and a medical team exam-
ined the woman, but she had
already died, he said. “IndiGo
flight 6E-5028, operating
from Mumbai to Varanasi,
was diverted to Aurangabad
on April 6 due to a medical
emergency onboard. Despite
prompt medical attention,
the passenger's condition
did not improve,” the airline
said. PTI

8 APRIL 2025
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IndiGo may take off on
strong QL expectations

Stock of largest airline touches all-time high on healthy outlook

DEEPAK KORGAON KAR &
RAM PRASAD SAHU
Marmbai, B Apil

which operates IndiGo, hit

an all-time high of 35,199.50,
galning 4 per cent on the BSE dur-
ing Tuesday’s intraday trade on a
healthy outlook.

The stock ended the day
with gains of 34 per cent to close
at ¥5,157. During the past month,
the stock of the country’s largest
airline company has rallied 12 per
cent on expectatlons of a strong
passenger growth outlook in the

January-March 2025 quarter
(Q4FY25) and falling crude oil
prices. By comparison, the BSE
Sensex was up just 07 per cent dur-
ing the same period.

Analyste led by Ansuman Deb
of ICICLE Securities expect IndiGo
to benefit from a better than
expected combination of fares,
crude oil and passenger load fac-
tor, to post a strong Q4FY25 net
profit of £2 300 corer.

This should help boost profit
before tax excluding fore 1o 8,600
coret for FY.

The brokerage has been struc-
turally positive on IndiGo, driven
by business moats of cost compet-
[tiveness, robust order book and
strong balance sheel.

Profitability, too, has been
gtrong, aided by a favourable
supply-demand sltuation which
should continue in FY.

MEay Besearch — in its Q4 pre-
view — believes that IndiGo will
deliver steady resalts and there
would be no fore hit to its financial
in the quarter.

The brokerage expects load fac-
tor to improve by 70 basis polnts
(bps) vear-on-year (Y-o-Y) 1o 87 per
cent, and the capaclty/revenue
ratio on available seat kilometre
(ASK) supply basis to rise 20 per
cent over the yvear-ago quarter.

The rmupee closed slightly
stronger versus the dollar, Implhy-
ing no fore losses and slight gains

S hares of InterGlobe Aviation,

AHEAD OF
BENCHMARK

= InieruioDe AViaion 130

Dec3, 24
Sounce: BSE

Apr 8,35

for IndiGo, said Sabre Khazar and
Ara Patel of the brokernge.

In QTY, earnings before inter-
est, taxes, depreciation and amor-
tisation (Debit) was flat due to
higher fore loss on account of
rupee depreciation, higher lease
expenses and costs due to ground-
ing of aircraft and airport fees.

Q revenues, however, came in
better than expected at 14 per cent
Y-o-Y, led by a 13 per cent rise in
passenger volumes,

The company touched new
milestones — operated a peak of
2200 daily flights and served a
recornd 311 million passengers dur-
ing the quarter. The management
expects this robust demand
growth to continue in the coming
quarters.

Expansion of cargo operations,
too, is expected to support ancil-
lary revenue,

The management gulded to a
healthy demand outlook with

Indigo beating sector estimates
with (34 available seat per kilome-
tre (ASK)} growth of 20 per cent Y-
o-Y (ona low base, though).

In addition to the domestic
market, international expansion
and pressurisation, are additional
tallwinds.

Kodak Research, ina report last
month, polnted out that interna-
tional long-haul is a large, unad-
dressed market for Indigo and can
vield meaningful gains over time.

Analysts led by Acidity
Mongolia of the brokerage believe
that the aifdine has several aces up
fts sleeve — experience gained
through code shares, impending
alrcraft additions beyond
regular  nparrow-bodied and
strength of a domestdc network 1o
pool volumes,

The brokerage has increased its
valuation multiple to 22 times
(from 21 times), factoring in a
10 per cent upside o FY eamnings
(versus 5 per cent earlier) coming
from long-haul International
travel.

Inditio is one of the most effi-
cient low-cost carriers with a mar-
ket share of 62 per cent in the
Indian aviation sector. It is among
the fastest growing low-cost car-
riers In the world. It had a fleet of
437 aireraft and provided sched-
uled services to B9 domestic and
34 international destinations as of
December 31, 2024,
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M Boeing's First-Quarter
Plane Deliveries Rise

NEW YORK Boeing scored
w ajumpin first-quarter
plane deliveries, according
tofiguresthat pointed to
animproving outlook after adifficult
2024, The company, brought 41

planes to customers in March, lifting
the total for the first quarter to 130.
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Woman, 89,
dies on flight

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar:
An IndiGo flight bound for
Varanasi made an emergency
landing at the airport in
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
after an &A-vear-old woman
died onboard, officials said
on Monday Sushila Devi, a
mative of Mirzapur in Uttar
Pradesh, boarded the fight
from Mumbai and started
feeling unwell mid-air. The
fight landed at the airport,
and a medical team exam-
ined the woman, but she had
already died, he said. The air-
line said it “followed” all stan-
dard safety operating proce-
dures to ensure the well-
being of passengers and crew
on board. The MIDC CIDCO
police station did the necess-
ary formaltties, and the fight
proceeded for its onward
journey to Varnasi, the air-
port official said. -PT1
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PASSENGER ON
BOARD INDIGO
FLIGHT DIES

MUMBAI: A Mumbai to Varanasi
Indigo flight was diverted to
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar air-
port late on Sunday night after a
passenger, Sushila Devi Tiwari,
88, complained of pain. She was
rushed to Government Medical
College after the flight landed,
where doctors pronounced her
dead on arrival.

Gajanan Kalyankar, inspector
attached with CIDCO MIDC
police station in Chhatrapad
Sambhaji Nagar said that Tiwari
was old and ailing and had suf-
fered a heart attack.

“We conducted a post-mor-
tem after which the family took
her mortal remains to Uttar Pra-
desh,” said Kalyankar. The
deceased hailed from Mirzapur
and was travelling with her rela-
tives,

An Indigo spokesperson con-
firmed that Flight 6E 5028, oper-
ating from Mumbai to Varanasi,
was diverted due to a medical
emergency onboard. YOGESH NAIK
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India’s aviation arbitration cases will still fly off overseas

British colonial rule, the Aircraft Act of 1934

governed aviation in India, a law that was
designed not to foster a burgeoning aviation
sector but to ensure British control over airspace.
The idea of ordinary Indians flying in commercial
aircraft seemed like a far-fetched dream.
Designed to control air traffic for military and
administrative purposes, the Act soon showed
that it was ill-equipped to handle rapid
technological advancements, soaring passenger
numbers, and the rise of private sector
participation in aviation. Despite India’s growing
aviation industry over the decades, the legal
framework has remained stuck in the past.

This legal inertia has led to significant
challenges for India’s aviation sector. Private and
public airlines faced bureaucratic delays that
hampered their growth. New ventures struggled
to enter the market due to the cumbersome
licensing process. Air traffic management was
inefficient, and even fundamental issues such as
passenger compensation for flight delays or
cancellations were not adequately addressed. It
became painfully clear that the old laws were no
longer fit for a nation whose aviation sector had
evolved far beyond what the Aircraft Act
anticipated.

Fast forward to 2024, where India has moved
beyond its colonial past. The Bharatiya Vayuyan
Adhiniyam, 2024 marks a new era, introducing
reforms and replacing the 1934 Act, and
promising a future where Indian aviation can
truly take flight. However, there is one issue that
remains: Will India’s new aviation reforms also
help its arbitration system align with global
norms? Or will commercial aviation disputes
continue to move to Singapore, London and
Paris?

] n 1934, India’s skies were not its own. Under

A forward step but still incomplete
The Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam 2024 is a
breath of fresh air for India’s aviation industry. By
streamlining licensing procedures and tackling
the inefficiencies of air traffic management, it
aims to position India as a global leader in
aviation. Passengers also stand to benefit, with
enhanced rights and compensation mechanisms
for delays and cancellations.

However, despite these impressive reforms,
there is one critical aspect that remains

G.S. Bajpai

is Vice Chancellor,
Mational Law
University Delhi

Garima Tiwari

is Associate Professor,
Mational Law
University Delhi

Shrawani Shagun

is Senior Research
Fellow, National Law
University Delhi

The Bharatiya
Vavuyan
Adhinivam,
2024 remains
incomplete
without
arbitration
reform

unaddressed: arbitration. While the Adhiniyam
overhauls much of India’s aviation infrastructure,
it has done little to modernise the legal
framework to resolve international disputes. So,
with the lack of specialised aviation arbitration in
India, will the country continue to lose aviation
cases to global arbitration hubs?

India’s current framework for commercial
arbitration, governed by the Arbitration and
Conciliation Act of 1996, does not address the
unique needs of aviation disputes. These often
involve specialised issues that range from
technical matters to international treaties. India’s
courts and arbitration centres lack the expertise
to handle such complex cases effectively without
a dedicated aviation arbitration framework. This
gap in expertise and specialisation means that
aviation companies that deal with issues such as
cross-border regulations, airline contracts, and
aviation safety standards are unlikely to look to
India as a preferred venue for dispute resolution.

India versus overseas centres

Despite establishing institutions such as the Delhi
International Arbitration Centre and the Mumbai
Centre for International Arbitration, India has yet
to make a significant mark on the global
arbitration stage. The Singapore International
Arbitration Centre currently handles around 90%
of corporate arbitration cases involving Indian
parties, a statistic that highlights India’s failure to
build the necessary institutional support for
high-stakes arbitration. This lack of infrastructure
for specialised sectors such as aviation is why its
arbitration sector remains underdeveloped.
Without a dedicated focus on aviation disputes,
cases will continue to move abroad. The issue is
not about laws alone but about the right people,
the systems and the infrastructure to handle
complex international disputes.

If India is serious about becoming a global
leader in aviation, it must make a concerted effort
to develop a specialised aviation arbitration
framework. This would involve establishing
dedicated institutions with panels of experts in
aviation law, technology and international
treaties. It is not enough to have a generic
arbitration framework. Aviation disputes require
a deep understanding of the sector’s unique
challenges.

India should also look to jurisdictions such as

Singapore and the United Kingdom, which have
built strong and specialised arbitration systems
catering to the aviation sector. India needs to
adopt a similar approach by creating specialised
arbitration panels, creating incentives for private
sector involvement and focusing on building
expertise in aviation law. Law schools can play an
important role in this.

This arbitration exodus is a procedural
economic and policy failure that affects India’s
global standing. Every case that moves abroad
means lost revenue for Indian arbitrators, law
firms and legal institutions. More importantly, it
sends a troubling signal to foreign investors and
aviation companies — that India lacks the
confidence and the infrastructure to handle
high-stakes disputes. However, with a robust
aviation arbitration system, India could attract
more aviation businesses, increasing investments,
economic growth and having a more substantial
global aviation presence.

India must ensure neutrality in arbitrator
appointments. The government should appoint
arbitrators only through mutual agreement or by
an independent arbitration body. This is standard
practice in leading arbitration hubs, and India
must follow suit if it wants to be taken seriously.
Further, India must reduce judicial and executive
interference in arbitration. Indian arbitration
awards often get dragged into long court battles.
A stable and predictable legal environment is
essential if India wants to attract more arbitration
cases.

Key areas to focus on

The path forward is clear: India must prioritise
neutrality, transparency, and institutional
strength. It must align itself with the best global
practices and eliminate provisions that create a
perception of bias. The Bharatiya Vayuyan
Adhiniyam 2024 is a landmark step but remains
incomplete without arbitration reform. The
Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 provides a
general framework, but aviation disputes demand
specialised expertise.

Unless India builds a dedicated aviation
arbitration ecosystem with expert arbitrators,
specialised institutions, and global credibility,
disputes will keep flying off abroad, and
investments may follow suit. The time for reform
IS NOW.
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Flight makes emergency

landing as passenger dies

An IndiGo Airlines flight made an emergency
landing at the airport in Maharashtra’s
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar after an 89-year-old
woman died on board, an airport official said on
Monday. The Mumbai-Varanasi flight made an
emergency landing at the Chikalthana Airport on
Sunday night around 10 p.m., he said. The official
said Sushila Devi, a native of Mirzapur in Uttar
Pradesh, boarded the flight from Mumbai and
started feeling unwell mid-air. A medical team
examined the woman on landing, but she had
already deied. According to the airline, the
woman’s body was sent to the Government
Medical College and Hospital in Chhatrapati
Sambhjinagar. e
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Pilot norms:
HC asks DGCA
to adhere to
July 1 timeline

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

After a six-year battle
mounted by pilots for re-
laxed duty hours and en-
hanced rest, the Delhi High
Court on Monday disposed
of the matter after an un-
dertaking by the Directo-
rate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) that the
implementation timeline
for the new norms will kick
off from July 1.

While airlines like Air In-
dia sought 15 days for sub-
mitting its scheme to the
DGCA, and another 45
days after the approval of
their scheme by the regula-
tor for implementing the
new rules, the court made
it clear that the implemen-
tation timeline can’t
breach the July 1 timeline.

The court also said that
if the DGCA breached the
timeline, petitioners could
approach the court.
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Three flights develop
Snags; irks flyers

-!JtlmESOfrl'lﬂIE. com

Trichy: Recurring technical
glitches in Air India Express
flights from Trichy interna-
tional airport have caused
prolonged delays and drawn
criticism from both passen-
gers and airport stakehold-
ers. Over three consecutive
days, three international ser-
vices were delayed by 59
hours, prompting calls for
aireraft  modernisation to
prevent further disruptions.

The trouble began on
April 4, when a Trichy-Shar-
jah flight was grounded due
to a technical snag. Sched-
uled to depart at 4 am, the
fAight finally took oft at 115
pmafter inspections, trigger-
ingadomino effect.

On April 5, the Trichy-
Singapore service was de-
layed bv eight hours, followed
by a five-hour delay of the
Trichy-Dammam flight on
April 6. Airport divector S

Gnaneswara Rao said safoty
remains the top priority, but
he acknowledged the incon-
venience. “Though the ser
vices weren't cancelled, de-
lays on multiple days are con-
cerning. We urpe operators
to ensure the airworthiness
of theiraircraft,” he told TOL

Adrport officials noted
thatageingaircraft could bea
contributing factor and
warned such repeated delays
could damage the airport's
reputation. Trichy is TN's
second-busiest international
airport.

Air India Express, which
operates 48 weekly depar
tures from Trichy, sald it fol-
lowed all standard protocols
during the delays, including
notifying passengers and
providing refreshments,

“Expanding destinations
is great, but the airline must
upgrade its fleet to avoid
these recurring snags,” said
A R Yoagendran, a frequent
fiver,
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Bomb threat
note in flight loo,
turns out hoax

Mumbai: A Jaipur-Mumbai
flight was foreed to underta-
ke the emergency landing
protocol at the Mumbai air-
port on Monday night after
the crew found a bomb threat
note in the lavatory,

CISF and a bomb dispo-
sal squad found the threat to
be a hoax. Sahar police were
lodging an FIR at the time of
going to press,

Asperastatement issued
by Mumbai International
Airport Limited, the airport
declared a full emergency at
843pm as a precautionary
measure. The fight landed
safiely at 8.50pm, with no dis-
ruption to regular ajrport
operations.

Police officials said they
were trying to identify the
person responsible for pla-
cing the threat note, s
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