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AAlI offers seven airports to
set up flying training schools

AATMANIRBHAR VISION. Move aimed at strengthening aviation training capacity

o
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

Ina move gimed at strength-
ening India's aviation train-
ing capacity, the state-run
Airports Authority of India
(AAT} has offered scven air-

rts across the country for
cstablishing flying training
organisations {FTOs) or fiy-
ing schools.

An FTO trains pilots in
various aspects of aviation,

including  aircraft DECI'E-
tioms, navigation and Hight
safety. Such institutions re-
quire access to an airstrip for
take-off, landing, and prac-
tice flights are penerally es-
tablished at or near opera-
tional airfields.

E-TENDERS FLOATED
According to AAL e-tenders
have been floated under
Round-11T [P].'lElSl.‘—I)'- for set-
ting up FT('s at airports koc-
sted in Keshod, Hadaspa,
Hubballi, Tuticonn,
Kishangarh, Dholera and
Solapur.

c initiative is oligned
with the wision of Aat-
manmirbhar Bharat and fol-

EXPANSION MODE. E-tenders have been floated for setting
up FTOs at airports located in Keshod, Kadapa, Hubballi,
Tuticarin, Kishangarh, Dholera and Salapur:

lows the mandate of the gov-
ernment  to  strengthen
domestic sviation  traming
infrastructure.

aking to hstnessine,
mdﬁn ngpuﬁdpam: said
the move could help expand
the country's mdp[lut training
eoosystem improve ac-
cess to  flying  training
facilities.

“Expanding the number of
FTOs will help create addi-
tional traming capacity and
support the growing require-
ments of the aviation scc-
tor,” a senior aviation in-
dustry official said.

Another industry source
said that locating FTOs at re-
gional airports could help
utilise available infrastroc-

ture while easing congestion
at existing training hases.

“The expansion of train-
ing infrastructure at mul-
tiple airports will  allow
training organisations  to
scale operations and im-
Frmrc acoess to ﬂme hours

ortrainee pilots,” he sgid.

As per official data, India
currently has 38 Directorate
General of Civil Aviation-ap-
proved flving training organ-
isations operating at 57 fiy-
ing bases, E:'E! E]irﬂ:‘s nm
by govermment, state gov-
croument private
OpCrators.

Recent date submitted to
Parliament highlight= the
scale of India’s aviation
workforce and the import-

ance of
infrastructure.

training

PILOT CRUNCH

Last year, Minister of State
for Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol informed the Lok
Sabha that India will require
around 30,000 pilots over the
next 15-20 years to meet the
growing demand in the avi-
ation sector. Currently, India
has 25,001 ective pilots hold-
ing licences issued by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation.

The data showed that the
total includes 10,261 airline
transport  pilot  licence
(ATPL) holders, while
12,480 pilots hold commer-
cial pilot licences (CPL) for
acroplanes and 777 CPL
holders for helicopters.

In addition, 1,477 pilots
hold private pilot licences for
aeroplanes and six for heli-
copters, accord to the
written reply in Parliament.

Aviation industry obsery-
ers said expanding training
infrastructure could help in-
crease the mumber of flying
bases for pilot training an
support futore demand for
skilled personnel.
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AAl denies seeking ATF stock
details from airports:

Airports Authority of India (AAI) has denied media
reports claiming it sought Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
stock details from international airports amid the West
Asia situation. AAI said it made no such request and
clarified it does not oversee fuel inventories, urging the
public to aveid spreading unverified information.
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TN fast-tracks Parandur airport
project; activists cry foul

ET B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENMAI, DHNS

Despite protests, the Tamil
Nadu government has given
“special project "status o the
proposed greenfield airpart
for Chennai in the Parandur
Kanchipuram district. This
could enable faster land con-
solidation, streamlined acqui-
sition processes, and quicker
approvals,

The move has drawn erit-
icism from environmental
activisis, who lear the classi-
fication would help the gov-
ernment expedite the project
byallowing construction over
waterbodies and dry fands.

As many as 1,700 acres of
the nearly 3,800 acres need-
ed for the project have already
been purchased from individ-
ual landownersacross 13 rev-
enue villages for the airport
construction, while the gov-
ernment already owns 1,900
acres of the total 5,746 acres
reguired,

Land acquisition for the
project picked up in June last
year after the government
announced Rs 015 L10erore-
]N!r*l!L'J'EElI[I]|H:'I1E'-31illl'l.

However, Ekanapuramvil-
lage residents, where the pro-
posed airport runway will be
built, have strongly opposed
the project since August
2022, delaying land acquisi-
tion. They refuse o relocate,
as about 600 of the 1,000
houses slated for demolition

GROUNDREALITY

= 3,800 acres of land
needed to be purchased
for the project.

=® 1,700 acres already
been purchased from
individual landowners
across 13 revenue vil-
lages

u Government already
owns 1,900 acres of the
total 5,746 acres required
for the project

belong to that village alone.

To be developed at Rs
27,000 crore, the airport
will feature two runways,
A dedicated cargo village,
and an aero city, In a gazette
notification issued recently,
the government notified the
“Parandur New Greenfield
Airport Project as a Special
Project under the Tamil Nadu
Land Consolidation (for Spe-
oial Projects) Act, 2023,

The designation enables
Taster land consolidation,
streamlined acquisition pro-
cesses, and quicker approv-
als for large infrastruciure
developments. It allows the
government to consolidate
contiguous land parcels of at
least 100 hectares that con-
tain such water bodies and
allocate them for commercial,
industrial, or infrastructure
ventures classified as “Special
Projects”,
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Women take on key roles at
Noida International airport

KISHOR DWIVEDI
Moida/Lucknow, March B

WOMEH PROFESSIOMALS
ARE playinga key role in the
development and operational
planning of the upcoming
Molda Internaticnal Afrport
confributing across leader-
ship, technical and aviation
safety functions as the green
field project prepares to begin
[ ssenger operatlon

The airpott, which recently
recebved e asrodrome licence
fromthe Diredomte Geneml of
Clvil Aviatdon [DGCA), &

expecier o begin pasenper sex

vices within the next one-and
& halfto two months, offidals
said, Spread across more than
1,300 hectarss bn ks first phase,
ithasbeendowlopedwithasn
gle rumvay and teeminal build-
ing L'quhkut JL.'|||.|:|I|.|:|.E. amund
12 million passenges annually.

Alrpart authorities noted
that theprojecthas enabled the
arganization o build a doeerse
workforee from the ground up,
ensurlng that women parthel-
pate not ondy in lkeadership
rolay but alko in techndeal,
safety and operational func
thons crithcal o runnd ng a mesd-
ern intermational airpord

"From leadership positions
o front ine operational teams,
womentodaycontibuteacros
a wide spectrum of alrport
functionsinchading opemtions
planning, amhitecture and
l.lr-\'ng|1,Iumnrr.4!it|;|l.iwptrsna
repulatory fundions and com-
mercial opemations,” an official
asocated withthe project said.

The alrport’s leadership
structure incudes several
senbor  positions  held by
womon, reflecting an offort o
integrate gender diversity nto
the project’s organisational
Famework froim its early
stages =PTI
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WAR IN WEST
ASIA: 100 FLIGHTS
CANCELLED AT
MUMBAIAND
DELHI AIRPORTS

MUMBAI: Airline passengers
are facing significant, wide-
spread delays and cancellations
at Mumbai and across Indian
cities due to escalating conflicts
and airspace restrictions across
West Asia. On Saturday, at least
100 international flights were
cancelled at the Mumbai and
Delhi airports on Saturday as
the Middle East crisis contin-
ued to impact flight operations.

As many as 35 departures
and 36 arrivals were cancelled
at the Mumbai airport while 22
departures and 17 arrivals were
cancelled at the Delhi airport,
according to officials.

Delhi airport operator DIAL,
in a post on X, said due to the
current situation in the Middle
East, some west-bound interna-
tional flights may experience
delays or schedule changes.

The conflict involving the
US, Israel, and Iran that started
on February 28 has signifi-
cantly impacted flight opera-
tions as some of the airspaces
in the Middle East are closed.
Many airlines are only operat-
ing a limited number of servi-
ces. PTI
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Clearance for Greenfield Airport
site in Sonepur approved: Rudy

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: The proposed Green-
field Airport in Sonepur, has
been granted site clearance by
the ministry of civil aviation,
Government of India.

Sharing this information,
Saran MP Rajiv Pratap Rudy
said that obtaining site clear-
ance for Greenfield airports is
always a major challenge. “The
steering committee, chaired by
Samir Singh, secretary of the
ministry of civil aviation,
included officials from the
departments of home affairs,
defence, economic affairs, reve-
nue, NITI Aayog, the Indian

Meteorological Department, the
Airports Authority of India, and
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation. Despite two adjourn-
ments, Bihar received this site
clearance in a relatively short
time,” said Rudy.

The MP said, “This is not
merely administrative approval,
but a decision that gives wings
to the aspirations of Saran and
North Bihar, opening the door
to the region's overall develop-
ment, employment generation,
and global connectivity.”

He explained that the proc-
esses related to land, technical
standards, and coordination
with various central agencies
for this project were progressed

in a phased manner, “After the
site clearance, the RFP will be
issued, a consultant will be
appointed, and a detailed
project report (DPR) is being
prepared. Such projects have
the potential to attract invest-
ments of approximately 310,000
crore, which will give a new
impetus to the state's develop-
ment,” he said and added that
the airport will become an
important aviation hub for
Northeast India, Bhutan, Nepal,
West Bengal, and Bihar and has
the potential to develop into a
major air hub in South Asia,
enabling better connectivity to
Europe, the United States, and
Australia in the future,
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Govt. notifies airport
proposal at Parandur

as a ‘special project’

Notification to ease process of land acquisition for the 5,746-acre project;

govt. to form a five-member committee to draft consolidation scheme

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
T vernment has noti-

fied the proposed
Parandur airport as a ‘spe-
cial project’ under the Ta-
mil Nadu Land Consolida-
tion (for Special Projects)
Act, 2023 through a Ga-
zette notification on March
2, thus easing the process
of land acquisition,

Projects which need ov-
er 100 hectares of land for
implementation can be
notified as a special pro-
ject.

Sources said that notify-
ing a project requiring a
single large parcel of land,
which includes waterbo-
dies, as a special project
would facilitate quicker
land consolidation, expe-
dite the acquisition pro-
cess, and aid in the appro-
val process as well.

The State government
has so far acquired 1,700
acres for the project, of the
total of 5,746 acres
(2,172.72 hectares) re-
quired. Environmental ac-
tivists have often raised
concerns over the pre-
sence of many waterbodies
in and around the pro-
posed project area and
how the project would af-

proposed airport. FILE PHOTO

fect the areas surrounding
Parandur. A hydrological
report was also prepared
and submitted to the State
government in the past.

“The overall water stor-
age and the carrying ca-
pacity of the water bodies
in the project area will not
be diminished in any way.
Alternative plans will have
an equivalent proportion
of the water storage or the
carrying capacity as in the
project area,” a source
said.

Now, the State govern-
ment will form a five-mem-

ber committee which in-
cludes experts from the
Water Resources Depart-
ment, ecological conserva-
tion, civil engineering, and
hydrology, and the district
revenue officer which will
hold a public hearing and
draw up a draft consolida-
tion scheme.

The government plans
to float bids for the 327,400
crore-project later this
year. The airport’s han-
dling capacity is projected
to be 100 million passen-
gers a year when all four
phases come to an end.
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Speaker Om Birla repeatedly pressed for Kota airport: Naidu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Kota

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
had asked for an airport in
Kota and kept pressing him
about it in every Parliament
session, Union Civil Aviation
Minister KRam Mohan Naidu
said on Saturday during the
laying of the foundation for a
Greenfield airport.

Addressing the gathering,
Maidu praised Kota as the city
associated with people from
every part of the country
through their children study-
ing here and for its sandstone
in construction.

The Greenfield airport will
now facilitate people from
any part of the country to fly
to Kota, which has been dif-
ficult in the absence of an
airport, he said. Naidu

Union Civil Aviation Minister K Ram Mohan Naidu

recalled, “Birla called me into
his chamber and said,
‘Greenfield airport has to be
constructed in Kota, tell me
when you are going to do it?".
Since then, he has been press-
ing me in every session about
its construction.”

On the occasion, the
Speaker thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
fulfilling the promise of the
airport that he made in Kota

during me 2023 campa:gn

He also thanked Rajasthan
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma and Naidu and said,
“Both are committed to com-
pleting it by 2027".

The Union Minister said,
“Under the leadership of
Modi, a new airport is being
constructed in the country
every 45 days, and it is only
because 'Modi Hai to
Mumkin Hai'."

Earlier, leaders and people
used to demand railway con-
nectivity to their city, but
now they demand air con-
nectivity, he said.

The airport will bring a
huge difference in the lives of
the people with growth and
opportunities for employ-
ment, Naidu said, mentioning
the example of Bihar's Purnia,
where the airport witnessed
footfall of one lakh people in
five months, adding one
operational flight offered
employment to over 100
people within the premises of
the airport alone.

Addressing the gathering,
Sharma claimed his govern-
ment is committed to provid-
ing drinking and irrigation
water to every household and
farmer. "Every farm is set to get
water forirrigation and every

household for drinking water
in the State”, Sharma said.

“We have produced 8,261
MW of electricity in two years
and supplied electricity to 22
districts of the State during
daytime, and in the time to
come, our Government will
provide a round-the-clock
supply,” Sharma added.

The CM said the Congress
Government was known for
cases of paper leaks and
scams, while there has been
no such case in his
Government for over two
years. With the appointment
letter to over 21,800 youngsters
by the prime minister in Ajmer
on February 28, the State
Government has given jobs to
1.25 lakh people so far in two
years, while the process for 1.35
lakh jobs is underway,
he claimed.
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From planning to safety, women take
on Key roles at upcoming Noida airport

PIOMEER NEWS SERVICE
B NoidaLucknow

Women professionals are
playing a key role In the
development and opera-
tional planning of the
upcoming Noida
International Airport, con-
tributing across leadership,
technical and aviation safety
functions as the Greenfield
project prepares to begin
passenger operations.

The airport, which recent-
Iy received its aerodrome
licence from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), s expected (o begin
passenger services within
the next one-and-a-half to
twio maonths, officlals said.

spread across maore than
1,300 hectares in its first
phase, it has been developed
with a single runway and
terminal building capable of
handling around 12 million
passengers annually.

Alrport authorities noted
that the project has enabled
the organisation to build a
diverse workforce from the
ground up, ensuring that
waomen participate not only
in leadership roles but also
in technical, safety and oper-
ational functions critical to
running a modarn interna-
tional airport.

“From leadership posi-
tions to frontline operational
teams, women today con-
tribute across a wide spec-
trum of airport functions
including operations plan-
ning, architecture and
design, finance, digital
systems, regulatory func-
tions and commercial oper-
ations," an official associat-
ed with the project said.

The airport's leadership
structure includes several
senior positions held by
wamen, reflecting an effort
to integrate gender diversi-
ty into the project’s organi-
sational framework from its
early stages.

Chief Operating Officer
Kiran jain, who leads airport
operatians, brings more than
three decades of expe-
rlence in aviation and hospl-
tality across India and the
Unired States.

She has been closely
invalved in planning opera-
tional systems, coordinat-
ing airline parinerships and
preparing the airport for live
operations.

Finandial strategy and gouv-
emance are overseen by Chief
Financial OfMcer Nitu Samra,
who has more than 25 years
of experience across financial
services and assef manage-
ment. Her role indudes over-
seping financial planning, reg-
ulatory coordination and
long-term financial manage-
ment for the airport.

Head Human Resources
(HR) MIill Saxena, who
handles HR strategy and
workforce, has been

involved in shaping recrult-
ment processes, talent devel-

readiness,” the official said.

They are also engaged in
care technical and opera-
tlonal verticals essential to
alrpart functioning.
Currently, arpund £5 women
are working across areas
such as architecture and ter-
minal design, alrside compli-
ance, operational command
functiens, regulatory over-
sight and digital systems
management.

Wormen professionals are
managing responsibilities
including Lead Airport
Operations Contral Centre
[APOC), lead Right opera-
tlons, senior architect, lead
compliance and audit, lead
dirside compliance and IT
service desk management.

Glven the nature of alrport

imvalved in internal security
functions supporting survell-
lance, access control and
operational coordination
within the airport ecosystem.

Authorities said once
alrport operations begin,
personnel from the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF} will take charge of
alrport security.

Women also played a
notable role during the
alrport's construction phase,
particularly in engineering
and safery functions.

Officials sald female profes-
sionals accounted for 16 out
of 30 engineering staff asso-
clated with key project activ-
ities, while six women were
part of the environment,
health and safety (EHS) teams.

Wornen personnal monitar systems during oparational preparstions ahead of fhe lsunch of Noids Infemationsl

Airport i Noida, Litar Pradesh

L]

opment and diversity (nitia-
tives as the alrport bullds its
operational workforce
ahead of launch.

Women also hold key
positions across other func-
tional areas such as regula-
tary coordination, facilities
management, awviation
safety, aero-commercial
operations, infrastructure
readiness and digital
systems management, offi-
clals said.

“Wamen hold several crit-
ical leadership positions at
the airport, Including roles
such as CO0, CHO and Head
HR, reflecting how women
are helping shape both sirate-
glc decisions and operational

functioning, many of thesa
roles aperate in shift-based
environments, where teams
woark extended hours fo
ENnsure systems monitoring,
operational readiness and
coordination ahead of the
alrpont's launch.

Women are also part of
the ajrport's Alrcraft Rescue
and Fire Fighting (ARFF) unit,
which is responsible for
emergency response and
aviation safety, officials said.

Flve women serve In the
ARFF ream presently and
undergo the same speclalised
training and preparedness
protocols required for avia-
tion emergency response.

Additonally, women are

Their participation high-
lighits the increasing Involve:
ment of women in infra-
structure development and
construction management,
sectars that have tradition-
ally had lower female repre-
sentation.

Alrport authorities sald
several organisational mea-
sures have also been intro-
duced to support employees
waorking in a 24x7 opera-
tional environment. These
Include secure transport
arrangements, clearly
defined shift protocals, pro-
vishons for creche facilities for
working parenis and formal
grievance redressal mecha-
nisms, officials added.
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Kolkataairportsees gradual resumption of
West Asiaflights after week-long disruption

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 7 March

Flight services between
Kolkata and several West
Asian destinations began
returning to normal from
Saturday after nearly a week
of disruptions triggered by
the tense military situation
in parts of the region.
Officials at Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International
Ajrport said airlines have
gradually started restoring
operations while closely
monitoring the security
situation and reviewing flight
routes Lo ensure passenger
safety. A FlyDubai flight
from Dubai landed at the
Kolkata airport late on Friday
night carrying 163 passengers.
The aircraft, operating as
flight FZ 461, arrived at12.53

a.m., slightly behind its
scheduled arrival time of
12.25 a.m. The same Boeing
737-800 aircrafi later departed
for Dubai as flight FZ 462 at
1.59 a.m., carrying 92

passengers, marking one of

the first regular movements
between the two destinations
after the disruption.
Airport sources said the
resumption of services is
being carried out cautiously
in view of the evolving
geopolitical situation in West
Asia, which had earlier forced
several countries to restrict
or shut their airspace.
Meanwhile, Qatar Airways
also operated a diverted
service early on Saturday
morning. The airline ran a
Boeing 777-200 flight, QR
8475, which departed from
Kolkata for Jeddah at around

358 a.m. The aircraft was
originally part of the airline’s
Perth-Brisbane service in
Australia but has temporarily
been redeployved on the
Kolkata-Jeddah sector. Officials
indicated that such operational
adjustments are being made
by aidines tomanage schedules
and ensure connectivity amid
fluctuating airspace conditions
in the region. Emirates is
also set to resume its scheduled

operations between Dubai
and Kolkata from Saturday
evening. According to
information received by
airport authorities, flight EK
572 from Dubai is expected
to arrive in Kolkata at 6.50
p.m., while the return flight
EK 573 will depart for Dubai
at 8.25 p.m. The aircraft will
operate from stand number
60 at the airport.

An airport official said
authorities are keeping a
close watch ondevelopments
in West Asia while coordinating
with airlines regarding route
planning and passenger
safety measures. “We are
continuously monitoring the
situation. Airlines are reviewing
flight paths and operational
plans depending on
developments in the region.
Passenger safety remains

the top priority,” the official
said. Passengers have been
advised to stay updated
about their flight status and
check with airlines for any
changes in schedules or
possible cancellations.

Flight services between
Kolkata and Dubai had
remained suspended for
several days amid the regional
crisis. The last flight from
Kolkata to Dubai before the
disruption had departed on
28 February at 9.35 a.m.
operated by Emirates. No
flights operated on the sector
for several days thereafter.
After nearly 113 hours of
suspension, limited flight
operations between the two
destinations resumed earlier
this week, with more services
gradually refurning to normal
from Saturday.
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No staterole in Presidents visit, had
declined to host pvt event: Mamata

TriBunNe News SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 8

The controversy surrounding
President Droupadi Murmu's
visit to West Bengal for the
International Santhan Confer-
ence escalated on Sunday, with
Chief Mimster Mamata Baner-
jeeclanfying that the state gov-
emment was not invabved in
organising the event, which
was hosted by a private organi-
sation.

In a gatement posted on the
All-Indin Trinamoal Congress
social media handle on X, she
criticised the BIP for tarpeting
her government ahead of the
Assembly dertions,

“The programme was not
organised by us. It was organ-
1sed by a pnvate argamisation
A letter from the state govern-
ment cleardy stated that the
organisation didn't have the
capability to handle such an
important event, The Presi
dent chose to accept the imvits-
tion, and that is her preroga-
trve, not ours,” she said,

Mamata also addressed the

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee flags hike in the
LPG price on the third day of her sit-in in Kolkata on Sunday. #n

issue of low attendance at the
event, “The organisers never
asked us to send people. The
West Bengal Government was
not involved in any capacty; If
there was a problem with the
facilities, #t is the Amrport
Authority of India's responsi-
bility, not ours,” she stressed,
referring to complaints about
inadequale washrooms.
Regading her absence ol the
event, Mamata clanfied, *[was
at the dharna, fighting for the
people’s rpghts. How could 1

keave? Our Mayor was present
at the event on behalf of the
state” The CMakotook amm at
PM Narendra Modi over his
tweet questioning the celebra-
tion of International Women's
Day, saying, “We will celebrate
Women's Day a thousand
times! We respect both our
brothers and sisters, Who wall
run society without them ™
Meamahile, the BRJIP
slhhmmed the TMC govern-
ment, accusing the CMof disre-
specting the President
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Over 52,000 Indians
back from Gulf region

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 8

Till Saturday, more than
52,000 Indians have
availed of commercial
flights, including non-
scheduled Rights, and
travelled safely from the
Gulf region to India from
March 1-7, out of whom
32,107 travelled on Indian
carriers, the ministry of
external affairs (MEA)
said in a late-night state-
ment on Saturday It
added that the
“Government of India is
continuously monitoring
the evolving situation in
West Asia and the Gulf
region, especially with
regard to the welfare of
Indian nationals who
have been stranded there
during transit or on
short-duration visits.”
“Following the partial
opening of airspace
across the region in the

last few days, Indian and
foreign airlines are oper-
ating commercial flights,
including non-scheduled
flights, to enable the
return of Indian passen-
gers who were in transit
or on short-term visits in
these countries. NMNore
flights are planned in the
coming davs,” the MEA
said.

“All Indian nationals in
the region are advised to
follow the guidelines of
the local authorities as
well as the advisories
being issued by the
Indian embassy or
Consulate in their loca-
tion. Each of our
embassies and consulates
in these countries has
issued detailed advi-
sories and set up 24x7
helplines that are assist-
ing in addressing con-
corns on account of the
ongoing situation,” the
MEA sald,
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IndiGo restarts Europe flights, Air India
adds extra services to aid stranded flyers

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

IndiGo has resumed wide-
body flights to Enrope after a
seven-day pause, while Air
India announced 78 extra
services to Europe and the
US on Sunday to aid stran-
ded travellers. IndiGo oper-
ates to Amsterdam, London
and Manchester on wet-
leased Boeing 787-9 aircraft
belonging to Norwegian air-
line Norse Atlantic.

A recommendation from
the Ewropesn  Awiation
Safety Agency, urging air-
lines to mvoid the airspace
over Gulf states, is said to
have prompted flight cancel-
lations. An IndiGGo executive
said the wetleased 787
planes will not fiy over the
Testricted airspace.

On Sunday, flight tracking
website Flightradar24
showed IndiGo's Mumbai-
London flight teking a route
south of Yemen inte Africa
and over Red Sea before pro-
ceedng to Euro,

Ai:lLLn.d.ia's Dp:hh.i-Lmdm
flights are taking 11 hours,
nearly two hours more than
the usual, due to changes in
the flight routes.

Fuel burn has increased
due to extended flving time,
as well as the additional con-

GULF BOILS OVER. A recommendation from the European

Aviation Safety Agency, urging airfines to avoid the alrspace
ower Guif states, is said to have prompted flight cancellations

tingency fuel being uplifted
for possible diversions,

IN HIGH DEMAND
Meanwhile, Air India has an-
nounced extra fights to
Europe and the US in re-
sponse to sustained high de-
mand. The airline will oper-
ate 78 extra flights to New
York, London, Paris, Amster-
dam, Frankfurt, Zurich, Male
and Colombo between
March 10 and 18, This will
add 17,660 extra seats on
nine routes in both
directions.

“Despite the odds, Air In-
dia continues to maintain its
scheduled services to Europe
and North America, sustain-
ing connectivity to several
international gatewnys wsing
alternative routings that are
assessed as safe for opera-

tions,” said Air India’s Chief
Commercial Offcer, Nipun

Regular commercial and
repatriation flights continue
from West Asia. IndiGo sad
it is operating to eight des-
tinations in West Asia. Akasa
Air, Air India and Spicelet,
too, are operating flights to
the region. Clatar Airweys is
operatl limited fights
frpcru: Engurl:l]:h: to Duhf_lgll;ut
scheduled flights remain sus-
pended. rations  at
Bahrain and Kuwait, too, re-
main shut.

Over 52,000 Indians flew
in from West Asiz between
March 1 and 7 with the par-
tial resumption of flights.
These include both in-
transit passe and short-
term visa visitors to West
Asia.
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Avinash Mair

n the steel-and-glass corrdors of

GIFT City, & quict aviation revoln-
I tion is gaining altitude. In just onc
vear, aircraft leasing from India's
maiden internetional financial services
centre, in Gandhinagar (Gujarat), has
grown three-fold — a pace few other
global hubs can claim. At the heart of this
surge is & confluence of regulatory recal-
ibration, dollar liguidity, tax clarity and,
above all, India’s insatiable appetite for
fying.

At the end of December 2024, just 63
aircraft were leased from GIFT Clity. Fast-
forward to December 2025, and that
number has soared to 196 — a phenom-
enal 211 percent jump. The tally includes
182 aircruft and 17 helicopters. By Janu-
ary this year, the mumber of aircraft
leased rose to 198

What makes this growth even more
striking is that the number of aircraft
lessars has grown just 13 per cent in the
same period. The number of sircraft en-

ines leased has growm 68 per cent, while
tglhst of aircraft ELIIiJiE.I’:-'F POWET units
(APUs) has risen 6 per cent. In other
wuords, the ecosystem is not merely ex-
panding in terms of participants but also
scaling up in asset depth. The aircraft
leased so far are valued at 56886 billion.
Meanwhile, aircratt leasing entities hove
received $615 million financing from the
IFSC banking wnits (IBUs) operating

within GIFT City.

For K Rejaraman, Chairperson of In-
ternational Financial Services Centres
Authority (IFSCA), the momentum is
structural — not episodic. “A majority of
wireraft continue to be deploved with In-
dian airlines doe to strong domestic
growth. In fact, Indisn sirlines hwoe
placed the largest orders to OEMs glob-
ally. However, overseas leasing is picking
up for smaller sircraft — some entitics
have leased smoller sircraft to select
Asian markets. Leasing of trainer aircraft
is also expected to scale up as existing
FTO= (flight training organisations) scale
up and new FTOs get established. IFSCA
is strengthening supervisory data frame-
works on geographic exposure,” Rajara-
man safd.

GIFT City's aircraft leasing ecosystem
has evolved rapidly since the first trans-
action in 2021, when Vman Aero Services
leased an Airbus H125 helicopter to
Thomby Aviation; and JetSetFleet Man-
agement Services IFSC Ltd, the leasing
arm of JetSetGo Aviation, imported a
Hawker S00XP business jet. Soon, players
such s Afr India®s AT Fleet Services Lid,
InterClobe Aviation and Astraeus Ser-
vices IF5C Lid established or expanded

® GIFT CITY

Aircraftleasing
gains altitude

Financial hub spreads wings in aviation funding

aviation leasing end hnancing np-cra'ri.ms
at the IFSC, .BJOTIEShd: 4. growin

of domestic an mbt:matlmﬁ !l:m:lrs
routing amircraft financing  structures
ﬂﬁfﬁmmcm

ROLE OF BANKS
But the story is no longer just about facil-
itating leases. The banking and capital
market ecosystem st GIFT IFSC is in-
creasingly supporting svistion finsncing.
“Syndication and secondary salesof loans
are also picking up,” Rajaraman said.
This growing activity is helping deepen
ligquidity in the aviation debt markets at
the IFSC. Rajaraman pointed out that o
larger share of aircraft acqguisitions is
now being routed Ii:n:!ugh IFSC entitics,
signalling a shift from simple lease inter-
mediation to asset ownership, structured
partfolio imvestments and balance sheet-
led financing.
SU.dIEtth.‘tLLEEhLDLIJdDFI:EIﬂ!EdDm’lD
scoondary market sotivity, refinancing
and asset-backed financng, allowing
long-term institutional imvestors to par-
ticipate, while improving risk diversifica-
Hion across the ecosystem. Access to com-
petitive dollar funding has kong been
key advantage for established global leas-

B

Aviation asset leasing
surges in volume and
value at GIFT City

e ot s I'"""‘ e
Aircraft 196
Engines 51 )
fsroraft auxd|lary

piwer units s =
Total avintian assels

|eased 196 n
Toota| wircralt leswars n 1

wiflue nf aircrafl |eased — 35 885 billion

saimraft financing — $3,717 bilkos

«Alieraft leancing recelved from Intemational
hanking units — $615 millan

ing huhs such as Dublin and Sangupore.
GIFT 1F5C, Rajaraman said, is steadily

closing that gap. “The svailability of dol-
lar funding strengthened materially
with the growing presence of global and

regional banks at GIFT IFSC,"” he said. Ja-
penese, West Asion and Indion banks
have established 1BUs, which increas-
ingly offer avistion-focused lending and
structured credit.

As u result, financing structures such

as syndicated loans, export creditagency-
backed funding, pre-delivery payment
financing and refinancing are now being
exccoted through the IFSC ecosystem.
Rajaraman added that regulatory Aexibil-
ity — particularly around hedging, for-
cign currency borrowing and capital mo-
bility — has boosted lender confidence
and cross-border avistion transactions,
There is also growing interest from
private credit funds, insurers and long-
term institutional investors.

“The sharp rise in aireraft and heli-
copter assets reflects strong poticy-icd
momentum at GIFT IFSC," Rajaraman
said. Measures such as exemption of basic
customs duty snd GST, along with tax
neutrality with global hubs, have im-
proved cost-competitiveness. In addi-
tion, the recent Union Budget introduced
a tax holiday for IFSC entities for 20 con-
secutive years out of a 25-year period, and
15 per cent tax thereafter, providing long-
term clarity to the industry. “Exemption
from withholding tax on rentals paid by
Indian lessees to IFSC entities claimi
the tax holiday also makes beasing cost
ficient,” he added.

PLUGGING GAPS

The key gup in India’s atrcraft leasing eco-
SYEtem Temains its domestic focus and
hmited international scale, according to
Ketaki Mehta, Parmer-GIFT City, Cyril
Amarchand Mangaldas. “India leads in
fleet utilisation and traffic growth, mak-
ing domestic placements the fastest-
moving and least-friction scgment for

GIFT-based lessors. Practical gaps such
as limited experience with Indion banks
on these transactions, absence of bank-
Tuptcy-remote structures, and o develop-
ing technical skill set constrain the shility
toscale up internationally,” Mehts suid.

She ted the regulatory reforms
that hmwngmm:d GIFT City's avi-
ation  leasing coosystem. "anlud.mg
AGSE (adwanced ground systems engin-
coring) and sviation-troining  devices
within the IFSCA framework broadens
allowsble asset classes and counter-
parties. Risk has been materialty lowered
by legal reforms, inu:lu:l'm.g the 1BC
maratorium exemption for sircraft ob-
jects. Most importantly, Indis has en-
acted the Protection of Interests in Air-
craft  Obj Act, 2025, giving full
domestic legal force to the Cape Town
Convention and ensuring enforceable
creditor remedies, incloding reposses-
sion, deregistration, snd export within
defined timefromes,” she said, adding
that GIFT City todoy is significantby more
diversified and legally better protected.

Taken together, the signals are nnmis-
takable. GIFT IFSC is no longer experi-
menting with sviation leasing — it is in-
stitutionalising it.
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Air India starts extra
flights to Europe,
North America

Alr India has shifted s focus on Europe,
Mirth Aumerica and South Asta and = adding
flights o mubiple destinatons there as the
ongolng Isrsal-Iran condliet continued o
constrain commercial alr services in West
Asis The Tam Group-owned airdine on
Sunday sald it will operate 78 additional
flights between March 10 and March 18 1o
key international gateways nchoding New
York (JFK), London Heatheow, Frandfurt,
Paris, Amszerdam and Zurich, while also
adding services to Male and Colombo, The
airling said the addirbonal sepvices will add
1760 seNTE A H0as Nins routss in bath direc-
tlons. The airline sald the extra flights are
almed st supporting rravellers facing Emited
options after alrspace restrictions actoss
parts ol the Wess Astn forced several afrlines
o cance] or reroute flights. The Eurapean
services of Alr India will be operated nslng
Boeing 767-8 alrcraft, while the New York
fighre — subject to regulatory approvals —
will e Boeing 777-300ER aircraft "Desplte
the oaids, Alr India contimuesto mainiain s
scheduled services to Eunope and MNorth
Ametica, sustalning connectivity toseveral
Imernational gatewnys using altermative
rowthigs that are assessed as safe for oper-
atbons,” sald Mipun Aggarwal, chief com-
mercial officeratthealdine. &3 peroRTER
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BOEING LIKELY TO BENEFIT FROM INDIA-US TARIFF DEAL

‘Biggest Risk for Aviation is Geopolitics,
Long-term Conflict Could Hit Demand’

Aerospace co to source
more products from
India, but rulesout a
manufacturing line here

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Prolonged geopoliti-

cal conflict could weigh on avia-
tion demand and hurt the Indust
ry. i topexecutive st Boeing sold
While the US-headquartered ne-
rospace company hasn't seen any
drop in demand for its alrcraft
due to geopolitical conflict, Boe
ing's senlor vice-president Bren

1|an MNelsan .H-'Illl i prot I".'i['rl'tl War

i West Asia will hurt alrlines,
Nelson, who was the defence mi
nisterof Australiaduring the pre

vious Gulf war, is responsible for

Boeing's strategy outside the US
and part of the executive council
of the company,

“Without making any udg-
mentsabout the decisions that co-
untries make, the fact remains ir-
reversible that global aviation
transport, which ltsell thought

that it shouldn't be touched by
any geopolitical conflict, is more
and more getting embrofled in
that. The biggest risk for our
company is geopolitics and
what's happening in the world,”
Nelson told ET inan interview

Geopalitical conflicts Hke the US
wenponising taridT for politics, has
been categorised asa blg chnllenge
tothe growthol global aviation

Indian airlines have warned
that the US and Israel’s war with
Iran is weighing heavily on their
Minances, ns demand for travel 1o
West Asin—one of the highest
growth reglons for Indian carri-
ers—has depleted significantly,
whilecostsare increasingasairli-
nes are forced to take longer rou-
tes due to the closure of airspace
in Pakiston and West Asla

“At the moment, as vou know,
the demand for our products,
both our commercial and our de-
fence products, is very, wvery
strong. but any long-term con
Mict can ultimately result in lag
indemand,"” Nelson said,

Boeing is likely to be one of the
winners from the recent India-US
tariff deal, with commerce mini-
ster Pivush Goval saying that the
aireralt orders from Indian carrd

ers will be partof India's commit-
ment to acquire as much as $300
billion of American products
over the next five vyears

Nelson said Boelng had made a
strategic deelsion early in his te
nure io deepen its commitment in
India, adding that the company
will source more advanced asro
gpace products [rom the country.

Hoelng's sources materinls
worth ¥12,000 crore per year from
more than 375 suppliers in India,
The company’s engineering and
technology centre in Bengaluru
is lis largest facility outsideof the
IS, Its joint venture with Tata in

~ ..factremains
‘=g that global avia-
tion transport, which
itself thought that it
shouldn't be touched

by any geopolitical
conflict, ismore &
maore getting em-
broiled in that

BREMDAM NELSOM
senior VP, Boeing

Hyderabad employs 7,000 people

However, Nelson ruled out set-
ting up a manufacturing line in
the country and bullding an avia
tiom ecosystom first through ma
intenance, repalr and overhaul
facilities, training centres and
supply-chain integration that co-
uld eventually support more am
bitious manufacturing.

Its European rival Alrbus has
sot up manufacturing lines to bu
ild military planes and helleop-
ters in India, while Brazilian ae-
rospace company Embraer s
looking to set up one with the
Adani group
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Air India Adds More
Flights to Europe, US

Mew Delhiz Amid the West Asia crisis, Alr
Indla has announced capacity expansion
to heélp people stuck in the war-alfected
reghon find reliable return options,

The airfine will operate 78 additional
international flights betwseen March 10
and 18, significantly increasing connec-
tivity between India and by global
destinations. Al will operate onnine
routes inking Delhl and Mumibal with
cities inEvmpe, LS, Makdives and Sri
Lanka, adding 17,660 extraseats tothe
network during this period

Air India said the decision was taken to
ensUre passengers continge o have
dependable travel options al atime when
global aviation netwarks are under
pressure The airline will deploy a mix of
wide- snd narmow-body sircraft across
these routes. “Despite the odds, Air India
continues to maintain scheduled services
to Europe and North America, sustalning
connectivity to several international
Ratewaysusing alternative routings that
are assessed as safe for operations,”
Nipun Aggarwal, chief commercial officer
at Air india. said - Dur Buress
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DGCA notices toairlines goup
sharply as traffic, scrutiny rise

YARUQHULLAH KHAN
Haw Daihi, March &

THE FREQUENCY OF show
cauge notices jxsued by the
Directorate General of Civil
Avlation (DGCA) to scheduled
commerc@al  airlines  mse
sharply in the past two years,
Trflminghnth mpﬂd gmwfh mn
domestic aviation and dghter
regulatory oversight

[ata shared with FE in
response toa Right to lnfor-
mation (KTl application show
that schediled  altlines
received  BH show-cause
notices In 202 3, The number
more than doabledio 195 m
2024 before sasing o 155 In
2025, r['m.nininl:; wrell abore
the 2023 levels.

Across the sector, the total
number of show-cause
notices issued by the
regulator increased from
302 in 2023 to L4T in 2025

Acrogs the aviathon sector,
the totil number of show
cause notices lesued by the
DGCARmse from 302in202 3t
485in 2024 and 447 in 2025,

Crnvemument data abso incli-
cate a broader rise in en force
it activity. Sector-wide reég-
1|.I:|!rn':|.I actions climbed from
305in 2022 to 542 in 2023,
:r:-\.irlg furtherto 673 m 2024
before margimally declinbng o
652 in 2025,

Among airlines, IndiGo

received the highest number
of show-cause notices
between January 1,2023 and
December 31, 202 5, with 156
notices, Air India followed
with 13 3 notices, while Spicz

let got 63, Alllance Alr was
issued 35 notices, followed by
Akasa Alr with 30 and ALX
Connectwath 18,

The data aleo show asteady
INEreas® 10 notices H'ﬁ'l.l'f‘d o
carners operating under non
scheduled operator’s permiis
(MSOP). Such operators pro
\'II.‘IE chairter servic B, pruov ate
it rentals and airambulance
cperations rather than schied-
nelexd pa&wnf:n-r-:rnricm S haoay
cause potices o NSOFcarriers
rose from BOin 2023 to 96 mn
203dand 101 in 2015,
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Airfares soar ahead of T20 final

Dhairya Gajara
MUMBA

Airfares 1o Ahmedabad have
skyrocketed, with many
routes recording a jump of
more than 150% t© 200% as
India prepares to face New
Zealand in the ICC Men's T20
World Cup 2026 final The
surge is being witnessed while
multiple  airlines  have
announced special flights to
Ahmedabad as fans scramble
to reach the Marendra Modi
Stadium for the title clash on
Sunday

The surge follows India’s
high-scoring semifinal victory
over England, which trig-
gered an immediate spike in
travel bookings from major
metros across the country.
The demand jumped so
rapidly that domestic airlines

. =
— [

Taw e
including Alasa Air
announced an additional

flight between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad whereas Air
India Express announced
special flights from Delhi,
Bengalury, Mumbai, and
Hyderahad.

The tickets on Mumbai-
Ahmedabad route, which are
usually priced at Rs2,500, have
surged by as high as 246% as
Akasa  Airs flight fare
increased  to Rs8, 666,
Similarly, the fare offered by
Adr India was Rs8,31%, IndiGo’s
tickets were priced at Rs8,108
and Spicelets tickets were

priced at Rs7,677. Akasa Air's
special flight, which saw prie-
ing of Rs8,300 on Friday even-
ing, came down to Rs7121 on
Saturday evening.

The Kolkata to Ahmedabad
route saw the costliest light as
IndiGo priced the ticket at
Rs19676 whereas Akasa Air's
fare was Rs15422 Similarly
Air India Express flight from

Bengaluru was priced at
Rsl6,543, Akasa Air at
Rs16,78% and IndiGo at
Rsl6,425 The Delhi-

Ahmedabad route saw the air-
fare jump to Rs13337 on
Akasa Air flight, Rs12,989 hy
Air India and Rs12883 by
IndiGo.

The return flights to all
these destinations from
Ahmedabad on early Monday
morning also saw record
breaking fares.
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78 more Al int'l flights

amid West Asia crisis

NEW DELHI: Air India will oper-
ate 78 additional flights on nine
international routes from March
10 to 18 as the airline seeks to
provide more travel options
amid the disruptions due to the
conflict in West Asia.

The carrier will operate 78
additional flights on 9 routes
connecting New York, London,
Frankfurt, Amsterdam, Zurich,
Paris, Colombo and Male.

In a statement on Sunday, Air
India said it would deploy addi-
tional capacity to five key gate-
ways in Europe as well as to New
York over the next few days, sup-
ported by additional services to
the Maldives and Sri Lanka.

“Together, these flights add
17,660 seats on nine routes in
both directions,” it said.

Except for New York, Male
and Colombo, the services will

THE CARRIER WILL
OPERATE FLIGHTS
ON NINE ROUTES
CONNECTING NEW
YORK, LONDON,
AMSTERDAM, PARIS
AMONG OTHERS

be operated with B787-8 aircraft.

For Male and Colombo, A320
neo planes will be deployed and
services for New York will be
operated with B777-300ER air-
craft, subject to regulatory
approvals.

According to the airline, the
additional services are being
planned in response to sustained
high demand for reliable travel
options amid the ongoing situa-
tion in West Asia. PTI
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Iran conflict; Indian
airlines cancel 279
international flights

OUR CORRESPONDENT

JEW DELHI: Indian airlines
ancelled 279 international
lights on Sunday due to the
ingoing situation in the Mid-
Lk East,

The escalating contlict in
he region tnvelving the US,
srael and lran has signifi-
:antly disrupted fight opera-
ions due to airspace closures
mid restrictions.

The civil aviation ministry
i Sunday said that due to the
sngoing situation in the Gulf,
light operations have been
mipacted across several sectors.

“A total of 49 flight opera-
ions were scheduled today by
ndian domestic carriers from
West Asia to India. As on 8
varch, 279 llights scheduled
o be operated today by Indian
lomestic carriers have been
ancelled” the ministry said in

| post on X

An official said that a total of

W l]ighls. induding 34 :!l:p::.r—

The civil aviation
ministry on Sunday
said that due to the
ongoeing situation

in the Gulf, flight
operations have
been impacted
across several sectors

tures and 32 arrivals, were can-
celled at the Mumbai airport
on Sunday.

Delhi atrport operator DIAL
sabd that due to the current geo-
political developments in the
Middle East, some west-bound
international flights may experi-
ence delays or schedule changes.

Meanwhile, Air India will
operate 78 addidonal flights on
nine international routes from
March 1010 18 to provide more
travel options for passengers
amid the disruptions due to the
Middle East conflict.
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Mid-air scare for
Hyd-bound fliers

Sunny.Baski
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Passengers on
anIndiGoflight from Kolka-
ta to Hyderabad had a tense
experience on Saturday
morning. The aircraft abor-
ted its landing just mo-
ments before touchdown.

It was later diverted to
Vijayawada. The flight, 6E
6153, with 202 passengers
onboard, was preparing to
land at the Rajiv Gandhi In-
ternational Airport at aro-
und 10,32 am when the pilot
suddenly pulled up the air-
eraft and took it back into
the air due to unfavourable
wind conditions.

Passengers told STOI
that the plane had already
deployved its landing gear
and was only a few feet abo-
ve the runway when the ma-
noeuvre took place, leaving
many on board anxious for
afewmoments. The aircraft
appeared to be about 6 to 10
feet above the ground when
the landing was aborted,

‘TWO HOUR DELAY’

theysaid. “Theaircraftwas
very close to the ground.
Suddenly, the plane climbed
again without any announ-
cement, which scared many
of us. After the aborted lan-
ding, the flight cireled in air
as the crew attempted anot-
her landing,” said Sushil
Poddar, president of the
Confederation of West
Bengal Trade Associations.

However, heavy air traf-
fic congestion at RGIA pre-
vented the aircraft from a
second landing attempt.
When the plane was flying
at around 18,000 feet, it was
diverted to Vijayawada air-
port, where itlanded at12.10
pm, before arriving safely
in Hyderabad at 12.45 pm,
resulting in a delay of near-
Iy two hours.
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Gulf crisis: Air India adds flights
to Europe & US to meet demand

Induction cooker sales triple in Kolkata

Kolkata: The rise in the price of cooking gas, coupled with
uncertainty over future availability, has tripled sales of
induction cookers in the city, report Sarthak Ganguly & Zeeshan
Jawed. Retailers began observing asurge insales from
Saturday. Manish Khosla, director of Khosla Electronics, said,
“Usually, we sell around 40-45 induction cookers across our 86
outlets. Now, the sale has jumped to 120-130 per day.” Other
electric equipment like electric kettles, cookers and hot plates
are alsoseeingan uptick in sales. tvn

Times NEws NETWoRK

New Delhi: With the option
of mega Gulf carriers not
available to travellers betw-
een India and the west, AirIn-
dia will operate an additional
78 flights to Europe, New York
and a few other places be-
tween March 10 and 18.
Theseextra flights will be
between Delhi and New
York, London (Heathrow),
Frankfurt, Paris(CDG), Am-
sterdam, Zurich, Malé and
Colombo. Mumbai will have
additional flights to London.
Al chief commercial offi-
cer Nipun Aggarwal said:
“Despite the odds, Air India
continues to maintain its
scheduled services to Eu-
rope and North America,
sustaining connectivity to

several international gate-
ways using alternative rout-
ings that are assessed as safe
for operations.”

The airline’s decision
comes in “response to sus-
tained high demand for relia-
ble travel options amid the
ongoing situation in West
Asia”, These extra flights
will add 17,660 seats on nine
routes in both directions.

International fares have
skyrocketed since the Israel-
Iran war broke out on Feb 28.
Stranded passengers have
been complaining of one-
way fares of uptoRs 2 lakh-4
lakh to Europe. Gulf carri-
ers Emirates, Etihad and Qa-
tar Airways fly a significant
number of transit passen-
gers between India and the
restof the world.
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Indianairlines
cancel279

L | J ]
int'1flights

NEW DELHI, MARCH B

Indian airlines cancelled
279 international Aights on
Sunday due to the ongoing
situation in West Asia.

The escalating conflict in
the region involving the US,
Israel and Iran has sigmifi
cantly disrupted flight opera-
tions due to airspace closures
and restrictions.

The Civil Aviation Ministry
on Sunday sid due to theongo-
ing stuation in the Gulf, flight
operations have been impacted
acToss several sectors,

“A total of 49 light opera-
tions were scheduled today
by Indian domestic camiers
from West Asta to India. Ason
March 8, 279 flights sched-
uled to be operated today by
Indian domestic camiers
have been cancelled” the
ministry said in a post on 30

Air India to operate 78
addl flights on 9 routes
fromMarch 10t 18

An official said a total of 66
Mights, incuding 34 depar-
tures and 32 armvals, were
cancelled at the Mumbai air-
port on Sunday:

Delhi arport operator DIAL
sabd due to the current geopaol its-
cal developments m West Aaa,
some west-bound mtemational
lights may experience delaysor
schedule changes, Memmwhile,
Air India vall operate T8 addi-
tional flights on nine intema-
{ional routes from Mach 106018
o provide more travel opbions
for passengers amid the dismp-
tions due io the contlict. — PT1
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