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Baljek Airport in
Garo Hills may
operate from 2026

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHILLONG, March 7: The Baljek Airport in the Garo
Hills region, which has remamed non-operational for the
last 17 years, may witness the taking-off of its first flight
from 2026, Chief Mimister Conrad Sangma mformed the
Meghalaya Assembly today.

“By 2026, we are hopeful that we should be able to
operate aircraft from the Baljek Amrport,” Sangma said.
He, however, added that some issues are still to be
resolved.

The Chief Minister stated that the Airports Authority
of India (AAI) was not keen on operating flights from
Baljek considering the costs and other factors.

However, the Meghalaya Government has proposed
that though bigger flights may not be able to take off from
Baljek at the moment, at least 19-20 seater aircraft can
operate from the airport, Sangma said, adding: “We are
keeping our options open.”

Earlier, Deputy Chief Minister Sniawbhalang Dhar, who
also holds the Transport portfolio, informed the House
that the Government 1s holding discussions with the AAI
to make the Baljek Amrport operational.

Dhar informed the legislators that 211.13 acres of land
are available for development and expansion of the air-
port. As many as 153.13 acres were acquired between
1986-1989 and 58 acres on July 21, 2014, he stated.
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Elderly woman flier falls at
airport, Al denies neglect

New Delhi, March 8:
Faced with a complaint
that the non-availability
of a pre-booked wheel-
chair resulted in the fall
of an elderly woman pas-
senger at the Delhi air-
port, Air India on
Saturday said wheel-
chair or assistance was
not denied to the passen-
ger at any point in time
and that first aid was
given immediately. The
incident happened on
March 4 at the Delhi air-
port, and the passenger
later boarded the flight
to Bengaluru.

In a post on X, the
granddaughter of the 82-
vear-old passenger said
her grandmother was
treated poorly by the air-
line and claimed that she
was not allocated a wheel-
chair for almost an hour.

As per the post on
March 7, the passenger

» IN A post on X, the
granddauf:hter of the
82-year-old passenger
said her grandmother
was treated poorly by
the airline and claimed
that she was not allo-
cated a wheelchair for
almost an hour

managed to enter the air-
port on foot, but still, no
wheelchair or assistance
was provided.

Issuing a detailed state-
ment after investigating
the incident, Air India
on Saturday (March 8)
said the family members
accompanying the pas-
senger had reported at
the ‘person with reduced
mobility’ desk located
near Air India’s ticket-
ing office less than 90
minutes before the
scheduled time of depar-

ture to request for a
wheelchair.

“*Due to the unprece-
dented peak demand at
that hour, a wheelchair
could not be made avail-
able within the 15 min-
utes that the passenger’s
relatives spent waiting
for it,” the airline said,
adding that the claims of
having waited for an
hour for the wheelchair
are baseless.

The granddaughter
also mentioned in the
post that complaints

were lodged with the avi-
ation regulator DGCA
and Air India and await-
ing action.

According to Air India,
at no point was the
wheelchair or any assis-
tance denied to the pas-
senger and the airline's
staff cooperated with
the guests throughout
their journey. PTI
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DECCAN HEROLD

Generous allocation for
airports outside Bengaluru

Beyond the capital
Rs 319 crore for land
acquisition for
expansion of runway
at Mysuru Airport

SUJAY BM
BENGALURL, DHNS

n keeping with the povernment's
planto take development bevond
Bengalura, the 202525 Budpes
Ik allocared funds o develop air-
portsin different parts of the state,
Chicl Minister Siddaramaiah
sabed: “A s of s 319 crore hasbeen

rebensed for the Land nogusinien pro-
m\hrthccnpﬂnuﬂnnllhmrmn‘\
at Mysum Airpor. and Rs 53 cnwre
T ey redeaseed for thie constrac
tion works of Raichur Airport; the
Vigavapuira Abrport, bewig construct-
od ar a cost of Rs 348 crore, will be
ready (O COMmMence operations in
202526, and land acquasition for the
Karwar Naval Adrport s omgoing.”

Grants for city corporations
Under the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
gar Vikas Yojane 2.0, a grant of Rs
1,000 crore has been announcoed
o develop basic infrastructure in
inunacipalibes nicrnss the stale.
Currently, Rs 600 crore
has been allocated under the Uir-
ban Infrastrnicture Development

Fund (UTDF).

Drinking water projects will be
implemented in Ramanngnra dis-
trict and Ullalin Dabks hina Kannpda
district at a cost of Rs 705 crore:
while Ramanagara is Deputy CM
D K Shivakumar's district, Assem
by Speaker U T Khader represents
Mangalore constitency, which was
earfier called Ullal

The government is expected to
pripare a detadbed action plan for
international cruise, water metro
and coasial berth programmes,

Underground drainage schemes
are being taken up in Shikaripur,
Sagar, Asnapura, M K Hubballi, K
dachi, Bailhongal, Shahapur and
Srirangapatiea af a cost of Rs 142
crone, announced the CM.
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GMR Airports
hikes stakein
DIAL to 74%

GMR Airports Ltd on
Friday said it has hiked its
stake in Delhi airport oper-
ator DIAL to 74 per cent
after completing the
acquisition of 10 per cent
shareholding from
Germany's Fraport, Last
September, the company,
which is part of the GMR
Group, announced enter-
ing into & share purchase
agreementwith Fraport
AG Frankfurt Airport
Services Worldwide for
buying the 10 per cent
stake in Delhilnternational
Airport Lid (DIAL} for LSD
126 million.
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Wheelchair not prowded 82-yr-01d passenger collapses at airport, hospitalised

Wheelchair could not be made available in 15 minutes
that woman’s relatives spent waiting for it, says Air India

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHL MARCHE

AN B2-YEAR-OLD worman wias
allegedly left without a wheel-
chair for around an hour at
Delhi's Indira Gand hi
International Airpor (G by the
Air India staff on March 4, lead-
ing to her collapse and subse-
quent hospitalisation. Ina post
on X, dated early Friday, her
grand daughter Parul Kanwar

said the woman was being ob-
served for potental brain bleeds.
The airfine, however, denied the
familys allegations,

According to the post, on
March 4, the woman had o take
a Might from Delhi to Bengaluru,
for which the wheelchair had
heen pre-booked. However,
u pon arrival at the airport, no
wheelchairwas provided by the
Air India staff, Despite repeated
requests to A fine staff and the
airport helpdesk, no assistance

was reportedly offered for al-
maost an hour

However, in a gatement, the
Air India said the passenger had
arrved at the terminal much
later than the recommended
twio hours before depanure,

“Family members/melatives
accompanying the passenger
had reported at the PRM{ Person
with Reduced Mobility ) desk
located near Air India’s ticketing
pffice less than 90 minutes
befare the scheduled time of

Mo Air Indiastaffer stepped
in to help, said family.
K@parukamadr

departure to request for a
wheelchair..”

“Dueto the unprecedented
peak demand at that hour,
a wheelchair could not be
made available within the 15
minutesthatthe passenger’s rel-
atives spent waiting for it. The
daims of the passenger having
wiaibed foran hour for the wheel-
chair are baseless," the state-
ment added,

Meanwhile, Kanwar's post
said that left wit hno choice, the
octogenarianattempted towalk
across the parking lanes of
Terminal 3 with support from a
family member. Upon enterng
the arport also, she still did not

receive assistance. Eventually,
her legs gaveway, and she col-
lapsed in front of the Air India
e SConony counter.

“We requested first aid, but
no one asssted, Insted, we wee
asked to go to the Medical
Inspection {MI) reom ourselves
o get help, " the post said,

“Finally, the wheelchair ar-
rived, and she was promptly
boardedwithout a proper chedk-
up with ableeding lipand injury
o her head and nose. On Might,
crew did helpwithice packsand
cdled ahead to Bangalore airport
for medical aid, where she was
seen by a doctor and given two
stitches” it added.

While the family claimed
that after the woman collapsed,
no Aur India gaffer steppedin o
help, the airline said in its state-
ment: “0On their own accord, the
passenger decided towalk along
with those accompanying her.
She unfortunately suffered a fall
in the airport premises. Upon
noticing the incident, officialsof
the Delhi Airport, as well as the
amport doctoran duty immedi-
atelyvatiended to her and admin-
istered firstaid.. We understand
thatthe doctor's offer for addi-
tional medic al attention was nol
accepted and the guest's family
members msisted oncontinuing
thair travel to Bengal uru.”

Speaking to The Indien
Express, a redative of the woman
said, “She has shown signs af
progress today and has been
moved from the 1CU to narmal
wiard. She could takeup to three
months 1o recover.”

The family has [ded com-
plaints with the Directorate
Ceneral of Civil Aviation and Air
India, demanding accountabil-
ity “Wewant all arlines to work
in coordinat ion with the airport
authorities i make the lives of
mohbility-challenged peo ple eas-
ier, They neérd 1o coondinate with
eachother; currently each airkine
is beft w their own,” the relative
added.
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How Sandalwood actor with gold walked into trap at airport

BALA CHAUHAN & Bengalury

HARSHVARDINIRANYA allas
Rao (33), a Sandalwood actor,
stepdaughier of Direcior Gen-
eral of Police (Karnataka State
Police Housing Corporation)
Ramachandra Rao - a 1993-batch
IPS officer - and a four-month-
old wife of well-known Ben-
galuru-based architect Jaitn
Hukkeri had literally every-
thing going for her until her ar-
rest at the Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport (K1A) on the
night of March 3 by the Direc
torate of Revenue [ntelligence
(DRI under Customs Act, 1962
for smuggling 142 kg of gold
worth 1256 crore

Her arrest at the arrival hall
after landing from Dubal onan
Emirates flight was nothing
short of a thriller. Escorted by
constable (protocol) Basavaraj,
when Ranva arrived at the ar-
rival, she was intercepted and
taken aside by DRI sleuths and
later arrested when they found
14 pold bars, sach weighing one
ki strapped on ber thighs with
tape and bandages.

What foxed the DRI sleuths
was the modus operandi be-

hind the crosscontinent gold
smupgling. How did she pet
past the stringent security
checks at the Dubai Interna-
tional? I she was handed over
the gold past the security, it in-
dicates collusion of some insid-
ers. Who are they and how big
is thedr spread? Who then is the
beneficiary of the contraband
yellow metal here in Bengalu-
ru? 15 there a back channel of-
ficial collusion at work? Is she
a member of an internat ional
smuggling syndicate or {s he
ing used as a mule because af
her default police ‘cover?”

Her frequent visits - 25 - in
the last one vear to Dubai and
some other countries and four

CBI joins probe into
cross-border smuggling

The Central Bureau of Investigation
on Saturday joined the probe in
cases of gold smuggling following
Ranya's arrest as it Is becomes
increasingly apparent that a cross-
continent smugglers cartelis at
work, at a ime of unsteady stock
market and global trade war. There
has been a substantial splke in gold
prices in the last one year in India.

in the fortnight preceding her
arrest - had drawn the atten
tion of DRI and Customs au-
thorities at K1A, who had start-
ed profiling ber for her oversens
visits which were of short du-
ration; some of them not last-
ing beyvond acouple of daysa.
People/apencies booking her
tickots, venues, transport and
the modes of payment were
serutinised and she was under
the radar Her confidence to es-
cape intelligence scrutingy was
further pepped up becanse of
the illegit use of VIP channels
toexit and enter the airport on
her arrival on international
flights with a protocol official
there to receive her and ensure

smooth passage without man-
datory frisking and checks car-
ried on regular passengers. She
misused hor stepfather's posi-
Lion even though he distanced
himself from hisstepdaughter,
pleaded ignorance about her
activities and requested to be
spared of a mudslinging

On Marchd, the day after her
arrest, the DRI recovered gold
Jewellery worth €206 crore and
2,67 crore in cash from her
house - No 62, Nandwani Man-
sion in upscale Lavelle Road -
during rmids. The total seizure
in the case amounted to $1729
crmore, including assets worth
T4.73 crare.

She was produced before the
Economic Offences Court in
Bengaluru on March 4 and has
been remanded In judicial cus-
tody till March 18,

In her voluntary statement
before the court, she confessed
that 17 pieces of gold bars were
recovered (by the DRI) firoim ey
possession between March 3
and 4. She said she visited Eu-
rope, America, Middle
East, Dubal and Saudi Arabia
in the recent past but refused
to mention the actual number

of overseas viaits

Born on September 14, 1991,
in Chikkamagaluru, Ranva is
the daughter of realtor KS He
gdesh. Her mother is the sec-
ond wife of DGP Rao. Ranva
has studied up to Class 12 and
deseribes hersell’ as an artist in
the film industry/theatre, wild
life photographer and “free
lancer in real estate in Dubal.”

Her debut in Sandalwood was
in 2014 with 'Maanikya,” in
which she plaved the role of
Manasa starring alongside Kie-
cha Sudeep and V Ravichan
dran. In 2016, che ventured into
Tamil cinema with “Wagah," in
which she starred opposite
Vikram Prabhu as Khaanum
Kajal, Ranya returned to Kan-
nada cinema in 2017 with ‘Pa
takl,” as Sangeetha amnd shared
the sereen with Ganesh, Before
her film debut, Ranva trained
at the Kishore Namit Kapoor
Acting Institute m Mumbai
and explored theatre

InNovember 2024, Ranya Lied
the knot with Jatin Hukkeri,
who she had met in August the
same vear The two decided to
marry on their first date, said
people known o the couple.
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After Kolkata &
Goa, flights to
Bhubaneswar
from Hindon

Abhijay.Jha@timesofindia.com

Ghaziabad: Air India Express
will start flight operations to
Bhubaneswar from the Hindon
civil terminal from March 30 —
marking the eighth route to be
launched from the airport in
Ghaziabad this month. The air-
line has already announced ro-
utes to Mumbai, Goa, Kolkata,
Chennai, Jammu, and two
Bengaluruservices.

The Hindon terminal laun-
ched domestic flights in Oct
2019 under the Centre's UDAN
scheme, and expanded gradu-
ally since then. That the latest
route will involve services to
Bhubaneswar was confirmed
by Odisha chief minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi. “Aviation
Bonanza for #Bhubaneswar!
Sincere gratitude to Hon'ble
Prime Minister Shri(@narend-
ramodiasnew flights to Ghazi-
abad (Hindon) and Port Blair
take off shortly under the
#NewDestinationPolicy—bo-
osting tourism, trade, and se-
amless connectivity,” he wrote
on X. Officials at Hindon are,
however, awaiting an official
confirmation on this.

“The official confirmation
on Bhubaneswar from Hindon
will be made in a day or two.
But from March 30, the opera-
tion on the said route is most
likely to start. We are working
on the schedule, the announce-
ment for which will be made
shortly,” an Al Express repre-
sentative said.

Umesh Yadav, the civil ter-
minal director, echoed the airli-
ne official on the announce-
ment of services. “I am given to
understand that bookings on
the new route have started. But
we are yet to receive any official
confirmation from either AAI
or Al Express,” he said. Sources
privy to the development said
the flight to Bhubaneswar
might depart from Hindon at
9.20am and arrive in the Odisha
capital at 11.45am. A 180-seater
aircraft is likely to operate eve-
ry day of the week.
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Denied wheelchair, woman, 82, falls at
airport, critical. Allme refutes charges

Yashaswini Sri, Nithya Mandyam
& Priyangi Agarwal | Tnn

Bengaluru/New Delhi: An
82-vear-old woman suffered a
fall at Delhi’s IGI Airport, al-
legedly after Air India failed to
provide a pre-booked wheel-
chair, and is undergoing treat-
ment in ICU at Command Hos-
pital Air Force in Bengaluru.
Raj Pasricha, wife of a dec-
orated Lt-General, had arrived
at Delhi airport to board a
flight to Bengaluru on March
4, when she was forced to walk
with supportof afamily mems-
ber due tonon-availability of a
wheelchair, but collapsed near
the Air India counter, her

FLIGHT MESS

DELHI

granddaughter Parul Kanwar
shared in a post on X. She also
alleged the airline staft re-
fused to help her grandmother:

The airline refuted the
claims, and said the passen-
gerarrived toboard theflight
much later than the recom-
mended two hours prior to
departure. “Due to the un-

8 MARCH 2025

precedented peak demand at
that hour, a wheelchair could
not be made available within
the 15 minutes the passen-
ger’s relatives spent waiting
for it, and on their own ac-
cord, the passenger decided
to walk along with those ac-
companying her,” said an Al
official, adding the flyer was
provided all assistance.

Al's statement came after
Kanwar said they spent nearly
an hour seeking help from Air
India staff and the airport
help desk. Another airline,
which had a free wheelchair,
refused to share it, she said.
According to Kanwar, no staff
member stepped in to help

when her grandmother fell at
the airline’s premium econo-
my counter at the terminal.
The wheelchair only ar-
rived after Pasricha fell, and
she was boarded onto the flight
“without a proper check-up,
with a bleeding lip and injury
to her head and nose”, the fam-
ily said. During the flight, the
cabin crew provided ice packs
and arranged for medical care
upon landing. At Bengaluru
airport, a doctor attended to
Raj. However, she later devel-
oped complications and was
admitted to the ICU, where
doctors aremonitoring her
for potential brain bleeding
and weakness on the left side.
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50 new airports
planned over5
years: Union min

Gandhinagar: Chief minister
Bhupendra Patel inaugurated the
India Alreraft Leasing and Finan-
cing Summit at
GIFT City on Fri-
day in the presen-
ce of Union eivil
aviation minister
Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan Naidu. o]

Speaking at the event, the
Union minister said that services
of 395 aireraft in 2014 now reached
#29. Moreover, the country's airli-
nes placed orders for more than
2000 aircraft. Naidu mentioned

AIRCRAFT LEASING &
FINANCING SUMMIT

that in light of the demand expec-
ted in this sector by 2047, there isa
possibility of 350 operational air-
ports managing 20 million pas-
sengers annually in the country
He also added that 50 new airports
will be established in the next five
VEArs,

CM Patel said Gujarat's gro-
wing influencein the global supply
chain is attracting global original
equipment manufacturers to the
state. He added that as a result of a
favourable policy-driven gover-
nance and the easy availability of
a skilled workforee, engineering,
auto and aerospace sector compa-
nies have set up units here, mw
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Spicelet in soup as 3 lessors,
ex-pilot file insolvency pleas

Spicejet is facing fresh round of troubles as three
Ireland-based aircraft lessors — NGF Alpha, NGF
Genesis and NGF Charlie — and a former pilot
have filed petitions under Section 9 of the 1BC,
seeking initiation of insclvency proceedings
amainst Spicefet claiming dues totalling $12.68
million {about TUO crore). Spicelet;, during the
proceedings of the National Company Law
Tribunal, earlier this week, sought some time to
rezolve the matter as settlement talks were on. s
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New legal trouble

for SpiceJet over
insolvency pleas

New Defhi: Three lessors-NGF
Alpha, NGF Genesis and NGF
Charlie - have filed petitions
under Sec tion Sof |BC seeking
initiation of insolvency pro

ceedings against Spicejet
claiming dues of Rs 110 crome
Spicejet sought some time o
resobve the ratier, PTI
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The Alr India gro ked the International Women's Day by
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Elderly woman's
flight journey turns
into nightmare

RAJESH KUMAR B New Delhi

hat should hove been a routine
Wi&urney for an 82-year-old
woman turned into a nightmare

at Indira Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA) in Dwelhi. In a tragic incident, the
elderly passenger, the widow of a decorat-
ed Lieutenant General, landed in the
ICU after suffering a brain stroke, follow-
ing a fall at Terminal 3, after she was
allegedly denied a wheelchair which was
pre-booked with Air India

She is being treated for potential brain
bleeds. The victim's grenddaughter, Paraul
Kanwar, alleged that no first aid was
administered at the airport and that, after
eventually being provided with a wheel-
chair, her grandmother was allowed to
board the Hight with a bleeding lip and
head injuries. The family now says she has
been in the ICU for two-davs, with the left
side of her body showing signs of weak-
ness. The incident happened on March 4
at the Dethi airport, a.nF:{Pﬂ'le passenger later
boarded the flight to Bengaluro.

Family alleged when a wheelchair was
arranged by the aidiner it was too late and
passenger boarded without a medical
check-up. The flight crew provided ice
packs and alerted the Bengaluru airport
medical team, where she was given two
stitches upon arrival. Family has lodged
complaints at [THGCA and Air India and
awaiting action.

Air India responded amid public out-
rage and claimed that at no point was the
wheelchair or any assistance denied to the
passenger. Issuing & detailed statement after
investigating the incident, Air India on
Saturday said the family members accom-
panying the passenger had reported at the
PRM (Person with Reduced Mobility} desk
located near Air India’s ticketing office less
than 90 minutes before the scheduled time
of departure to request for & wheelchair,

“Due to the unprecedented peak
demand at that hour, a wheelchair could
not be made available within the 15 min-
utes that the passenger’s relatives spent
waiting for it.” the airline said, adding that
the claims of having waited for an hour for
the wheelchair are baseless.

On their own accord, the passenger
decided to walk along with those accom-
panying her. She unfortunately suffered a
fall in the airport premises. Upon notic-
ing the incident, officials of the Delhi
Airport, as well as the airport doctor
immediately attended to her.

“Upon reaching Bengaluru, the guest
was escorted by our staft for further med-
ical attention. At no point was the wheel-
chair or any assistance denied. Air Indias
staff cooperated with the guests through
their journey. We have reached out to the
guests family and pray for her wellbeing”
the airline said.
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82-year-old Air India woman flier falls,
lands in hospital after wheelchair delay

TRIErNE NEWS SERVICE

NEWEKELIT, AR
An B-vearold woman possen
gerof Air Indin hos been bhos-
pitalised following o full o the
Dahi airport after she wos
foroed to walk despate hoving
already booleed o wheelkshusir

After allepedly waiting for an
hour fr the wheeldur, the
wormniin — widdow of o decomt-
il Arrry alficer — had to walk
a corsidemble distance at the
airpart with the help of a mela
tive and fell near a check-in
oniiriber of the airline.

The woman's granddaigh-
ter alleged that the ingunesd

Reached departure tenminal ke Aidine

passenger was not even proe
vided first aid When a wheel
char fimally ammved, she
bourded on the sroaft witha
beeding lip and injuncs to
herhesd and nose. The prand-
doughter saxd her prandmoth
er had been in the ICU for two
doys and the left sde of her
’!l:-ll;\.' 15 hsing srength

In & post on X, the grand
dhaisphites, Parul Kasmwar wiole
that they had booked an Air
Tk i gl A RGN i Dhesllhid
to Bengahina e Taesday,
.-".j'lmng e travelers was bt

Evoar-old grandmaothor,
whose name, acomding (o A
tickert s hared by Karmar s Ry
Pasncha, The ticlet also men-
tioms o special roquest for o
“whiwdchar o amrerafl door”
and states that i s confirmed,

““[ pooet thii= bermiuse | have no
chosce, and because # mfun:
ks s thall thee is such lifthe
vahue for human i and well
i, Flammariar wiite

She acknesdedged the oew
Emving the njired wosman o
pack alter banrding and called
el :Lll.l'l.l'm11ﬁgd||1'.l.ij,ll'|::lﬁ it

for meechen] nad whene Pasricha
was prventwostiches on e bp,
Kanwar wrote she had
brought the modent o the
noitiee of the DGCA end Adr
Indin and was awaiting action.
Afr [ndin, when asked for
mesponse, sad the passenger,
who was trvelling with her
farmity members, had armved ot
the departune terminal “mich
loter™ than the reoommended
it hoirs bedore the tabe-off
time, T simid due to the unprece
dented peak demand at that
o o wheelchair omild not be
rode mralable withdn the 15
minutes that the passenger’s
:!"lmr“ﬂs.-{ =il '\.l.u'.li,:'ug forir il
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