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Civil aviation’s flight path in India

STOCK TAKING. Wings India 2026 spotlighted the opportunities and challenges facing the country’s air travel industry

G Maga Sridhar

n appreciation  of Innae

strengths, an objective analysis

of limitations, and & pragmatic

approach to charting the furure
path of India's civil aviaton sector
marked Wings India 2025,

The countrys flagship civil avimion
comference and exhibition — held in Hy-
derabad on January 28-31 by the Ministry
of Civll Aviatlon, Alrports Authority of
Imdia (AAD) and FICC] — reaffirmed In-
dia’s sccelerating journey towards be-
coming a ghobal sviation hub, bringing 1o
gether stakeholders across the value
chain.,

The artending captuins of domestic
and global aviation majors shared insight-
ful observations on the coumry's
evolving industry and suggestions for fu-
ture growth.

Pivush Srivastava, Senior Econombc
Advisor, Ministry of Civil Aviation, said a
huge opportunity awaits India in aircraft
component manufacrering. While the
country accounted for over 5 per cent of
aircraft delivery backlog, global OEMs
sourced less than 2 per cent of alrcralt
components from it, sccording to in-
dusery data. To bridge this gap, the coun-
try must address several missing critical
capabilities, experts said,

While compenent manufacturing is
galning pace in recent decades, there
were concerns reluted 1o the production
of raw materials, and hardware and pro-
cesses, said Andreas Schwab, Heed of
Procurement-Tndin - and  Sowth  Asia,
Alrbus.

To continue to grow and develop new
capabilities there should be more focus
on critical and niche areas in compeonent
manufacturing, said Ashwani Bh )
Hizad, Supply Chain, Boeing, Thowgh his
company sources components warth
$1.25 billion from 325 suppliers in India,
there was an imbalance in supply and de
mand, and the ecosystem has rot evolved
enough to tnke up aircraft manufactur-
Ing, headded.

Indlan companies have been wrged o
focus more on manufecturing key com-
ponents and raw materials. As hard meal
miaking entalls higher capital investmenz,
the government should introduce sup-

IRON BIRD WATCHING. Wings India 2026, in Hyderabad, showcased an extensive range of alrcraft from global aviathon majors =

port mechanisms such a5 production-
linked incentive (PLI) for M5SMEs, the
experts said.

Notably, these sugpestions were made
shortly before the presentation of Union
Bardget 2026-27 on February 1, and the
government has announced key meas-
ures to support the industry, including
the removal of the 7.5-15 per cent basic
customs duty on the nents and
parts required for the manufscrure of ¢
vilian, training, and other aircraft, to en-
coumge local production. The govern-
et 1% also working on a PLI scheme for
smaall abreraft (fixed-wing, sub-20 seats)
to boost connectivity in ter-2 and tier-3
clties.

KEY DEALS
Amang the key deals inked at the event,
Alr India announced an additional order
for 30 fuel-efficient, narrow-body aircraft
from Boeing, taking its arder book to 600
{one of the kargest globally), and & mal-
year com| It services a ment with
Boeing Global Services for its Boeing 787
Aeer.

Ar India and Alrbus signed an agree-

ment oo convert 15 A321 neo orders into
the advanced A321 XLR variant, to facilit-
ate the launch of new non-step, long-haul
intermational routes with enhanced fuel
efficiency and extended range.

Sakthi Group and Umnijvol sigmed a
memorandum of understanding to intro
duce the plobally proven L4100 NG 19
seater alreraft in India, including assess-
ing the modalities for establishing a fimal
assembly Hne, in a major boost o indi
genous aireraft manufacruring.

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HALY
executed @ contract with Powan Hans
Limired for the supply of 10 Bhruy nex-
generation helicopters.

MM signed an agreement with Airports
Council Intermational to train over 115
avintion professionals over the next five
vears under the Airports Manogement
Professional Acereditation Programme.

DISPLAYS
Among the highlights of the four-day
event were the spectacular acrind displays
showcasing indigenous  capability and
global aviation excellence.

The Surya Kiran Aerobatic Team en-

thralled visitors with their bresthiaking
formations and high-precision  man-
ocuvres, flying nine indigenously bully
Hawk Mk-132 abrcraft.

There were alsostatic displaysof an ex-
tensive range of aircraft, ncluding HAL
platforms such as the Hindustan 228,
Dy ALH-NG, and LUH civil hell
copter, and the indigenous Hansa-3
MNGE).

Regional aircraft on display included
the IL-114-300 and SJ-100, while the
commercial and business eviation seg-
ment featured the A321 neo, A220, Falcon
&, and PC-24.

Aireraft from major Indinn carriers, in-
cluding the Air Indin Boeing 737-9, Lir Tn
dia Express Boeing 737 MAX, and Akasa
Air Boeing 737-8 MAX, were showcased,
alomg with training and aerobutic aircraft
from Tecnam, Dlamaond Alreraft, and Ex-
tra Aircraft, offering visitors a compre-
hensive view of the aviation ecosystem,
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Nivedita Dubey
becomes first
woman HR
director on AAI
board:

Ms Nivedita Dubey
assumed charge as
Member (Human
Resources) of the
Airports Authority of
India on 30 January
2026, becoming the first
woman to hold this role.
Earlier, she served as
Regional Executive
Director (Eastern
Region), overseeing
operations of 12 airports
across the country.
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After Baramati crash, govt begins
checks on unctrolled airports

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The civil aviation
ministry has started a nationwide
inspection of about 400 uncon-
trolled airstrips to develop a uni-
form set of operating standards
and a monitoring mechanism to
be jointly managed by the director-
ate general of civil aviation
(DGCA) and states, officials said.

The inspection drive will map
infrastructure gaps, communica-
tion facilities, firefighting readi-
ness and coordination mecha-
nisms with local authorities. At
present, most of these uncon-
trolled airports are owned by the
respective states and are not sub-
ject to routine DGCA oversight,
creating a regulatory gap.

DGCA teams have begun exam-

The Jan 28 Baramati crash
killed Maharashtra deputy CM
Ajit Pawar and four others. pT

ining the practices and safety pro-
tocols at Category A airports —
facilities where no air traffic con-
trol service is provided and which
are managed by state govern-
ments, private operators or flight
training organisations (FTOs).srs

50-year-old trainer
crashlandsinK'taka

BENGALURU: A 50-year-
old Cessna 172 trainer air-
craft made a crash land-
ing due to inadequate
fuel near Belagavi airport
on Sunday. The two pilots
are safe, said officials.
The plane was operated
by Redbird Flight Train-
ing Academy. The firm
came under scrutiny for
similar accidents in 2023
Following two crash
landings of its aircraft
that October, DGCA tem-
porarily suspended the
operations of the acad-
emy at all its bases. -»ps
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[ BARAMATI CRASH AFTERMATH }

Govt starts inspection of

‘uncontrolled’ airstrips

Neha LM Tripathi

|led fersg hind ustantimes com

MEW DELHI: The civil aviation
ministry has started a pation-
wide inspection of about 400
uncontrolled alrstrips o
develop a uniform set of oper-
ating standards and a monitor-
ing mechanism to be jointly
managed by the Direciorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and states, officials
sald.

The inspection drive will
map infrastructure gaps, com-
munication facilities, firefight-
ing readiness and coordination
mechanisms with local author-
ities. At present. most of these
uncontrolled airports are
owned by the respective states
and are not subject to routine
DGCA oversight, creating a reg-
ulatory gap.

This inspection and formula-
tion of guidelines follow the
January 28 Baramati plane
crash that killed Maharashira’s
deputy chiel minister Ajit
Pawar and four others.

Teams from the DGCA have
begun examining the practices
and safety protocols at Care-
gory A airports — facilities
where no air traffic control
{ATC) service is provided and
which are managed by state
governments, private rors
or [light training organisations
(FTOs).

India has at least 400 such
alrstrips that currently remain
outside the DGCA's regulatory
framework. Many of these
facilitdes are used by charter
alrcraft, political parties and
fiying schools, but lack stan-
dardised procedures for rescue
services, runway maintenance
and movement coordination.

INDIA HAS AT
LEAST 400 SUCH
AIRSTRIPS THAT
CURRENTLY
REMAIN OUTSIDE
THE DGCA’S
REGULATORY
FRAMEWORK

“Existing guidelines for such
airstrips do not fall under
DGCA's purview. The regula-
tor, in coordination with the
states, will evolve a system so
that the status and safety stan-
dards of these airports are
known to the civil aviaton
anthority,” a senlor official
said.

Another official confirmed
that a team has been consti-
tuted for the inspection. "Offi-

cers from the department of

flight safety (FSD}. (Directorate
of) airworthiness and (Direct-
orate of) Operations have been
included, and field inspections
have begun the work,” the per-
son added.

India classifies alrports into
four categories. Category A alr-
ports are unconirolled with no
ATC service. Category B air-
ports are partially controlled
with limited ATC or AFIS servi-
ces, such as Chhatrapati Samb-
haji Nagar and Jalgaon. Cate-
gory C airports operate with
procedural ATC where aircraft
separation is managed without
radar, such as Pune. Category D
alrports are fully controlled
radar-based hubs, Including
Mumbai and Delhi, according
to DGCA officials.

Among the prominent
uncontrolled but operational

alrsirips are Baramati, Karad
and Chandrapur in Maharash-
tra; Ujjain and Chhindwara in
Madhya Pradesh; Bhagalpur
and Begusarai in Bihar; Alwar
in Rajasthan; Sultanpur and
Saifai in Uttar Pradesh; and
Hassan in Karnataka. All these
alrports are extensively used by
politicians and business jet
flights.

Analysis say maintaining
basic facilities is not a cost

Mark Martin, founder of avi-
atlon advisory firm Martin
Consultancy, said: "All landing
strips whether grass, unpaved,
dirt tracks or even cricket and
football fields used in remote
areas must have basic infra-
structure, including a wind-
sock, a small weather station to
record temperature, dew point,
wind direction, cloud base and
barometric pressure, and man-
datory CCTV surveillance,
These measures, which should
be implemented by state gov-
ernments, would cost no more
than ¥2 lakh per sirip and
ensure a basic level of over-
sight”

The Baramati accident has
renewed scrutiny over safety at
non-ATC airfields. where pilots
rely on self-~coordination rather
than contreller instructions.

“A safety inspector from the
state civil aviation department
should carry out monthly
checks to confirm all equip-
ment are functional and the
alrstrips are safe for opera-
tions, with weather data pub-
lished daily online so pilots can
access accurate information
before flying Into remote
regions such as the North-East,
Lakshadweep and Andaman &
Nicobar Islands,” Martin
added.
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The crashed Cessna 172 in Karnataka's Vijayapura district.

Training aircraft crashes
in K'taka field, 2 injured

BENGALURL: A two-seater frain-
ing aircraft crashed in an open
field In Vijayapura district of
Karnataka on Sunday, injuring
an instructor and a trainee pilot
officials aware of the details said,

The 50-year-old Cessna 172,
bearing registratdon VT-EUC.
was er-rouie from Kalaburagi to
Belagavi when the crew encoun-
tered issues mid-air, police and
aviation authorities sald. The
alrcraft then descended into a
field near Mangalooru village
within Babaleshwar police sta-
tlon limits. Images from the
soene showed the aireraft over-
turned, with heavy damage to its
front section.

“..VT-EUC while operating a
cross country flight on sector
‘Kalaburagi to Belagavi' was
Involved in forced landing in an
open field near Vijayapura today
due to suspected fuel starvation
experienced by the aircrafi,” the
clvil aviation ministry said.

The infured were identified as

Kunal Malhotra, an assistant
flight instructor, and trainee
pilot Goutham Shankar.

“They were immediately
rushed to a nearby hospital &
were treated for minor inju-
ries,” a Redbird spokesperson
said.

Speaking about the incident,
the Directorate General of Civil
fodation (DGCA) said, "0On Febru-
ary 8, Redbird Flying Training
Academy Limited Cessna 172 Alr-
craft VT-EUC (MSN-17265717)
made a forced landing in a field
near By t {100 km east of Bela-
gavi) Airpart. Both the instructor
and the cadet are safe.”

The academy had come under
regulatory scanner following two
crash landings of its alreraft in a
span of one week in October 2023,
leading to the DGCA temporarily
suspending its operations. Atleast
three accidents imvolving the acad-
emy’s planes are being probed by
the Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB). HTCAND FTI
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Convenience or compulsion? The rising cost of cabs at Delhi airport

ABHINAV KUMAR JHA
B New Delhi

Hiring app-based cabs from
the Indira Gandhi
International Airport in the
national Capital has become
a costly affair. Passengers
availing cabs from the airport
are charged a mandatory 7290
pick-up charge, which
accounts for nearly half the
total fare on short-distance
rides.

While passengers and
drivers alike are questioning
the transparency, the value
and the infrastructure that
accompanies the charge, cab
aggregators such as Uber and
Ola claim the charge is part of
contractual parking arrange-
ments with the airport author-
ities,. The flat 290 fee is
charged on every app-based
airport pick-up, regardless of
vehicle size or trip distance.

Drivers say aggregators
deduct this amount upfront as
a parking fee, leaving the
remaining fare to be split
between the driver and aggre-
gator.

Cab drivers claim that the
system is driven by long-term
contracts signed between
app-based cab companies
and Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL), operated by
GMR. Under these arrange-
ments, designated ground-
floor parking space at the
arrival terminals is reserved
for Ola and Uber vehicles.
“Every cab entering the arrival
area is charged 290. It is
compulsory,” said Vimlesh,
an airport cab driver, “Earlier,
we had to pay parking charges
ourselves. Ifa passenger can-
celled the ride, our money was
wasted. Now the charge is
fixed and included, so at least
we don’t lose money on can-

Pick up zone for cab aggregators at Terminal 2 of Delhi airport

cellations.” According to a
driver the companies pay the
airport authorities in crores for
parking annually. “"That
money doesn't come from
the companies’ pockets. It
comes from passengers,” a
driver added.

Drivers, however, argue that
the fee has sharply reduced
their eamings. "Ourincome is

now very limited,” said
Rajneesh, another driver. “The
cab companies already take
maore than 50 per cent of the
total fare, This 2290 cut leaves
very little for us, adding that
even though the charge is
passed on to passengers, it
often leads to arguments and
low ratings.

Passengers, meanwhile, say

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

the steep fee is not matched
by a smooth or comfortable
experience. Complaints about
congestion, poor design, and
lack of crowd management
are particularly frequent at
Terminal 2."Terminal 2 has the
waorst, design-challenged pick-
up point,” said a frequent
flyer. "There's a sharp turn on
approach, people crossing

everywhere, cars parked in the
middle of the road, and hardly
any manpower. Half the road
gets blocked. It turns into
chaos, and fights break out
regularly.” Another passen-
ger, who recently travelled
from Terminal 2 to
Chandigarh, criticised the ter-
minal's basic infrastructure.
“Gate 25's waiting area looks
like a dharamshala,” he said.
“People were standing all
over the place. It's overcrowd-
ed and uncomfortable. GMR or
the Government should dis-
mantle it and rebuild it like the
new Terminal 1.”

Drivers echoed these con-
cerns, saying high parking
charges have not translated
into better facilities or
smoother operations.
“Despite taking so much
money, services are poor,”
said Raju Yadav, an airport cab
driver. “Sometimes guards

make us take unnecessary
rounds inside the terminal
area. Customers get irritated
and blame us, even though it's
not our fault.”

Industry experts say the
airport cab model highlights
a larger issue of cost-shifting
in urban transport hubs,
where convenience fees are
steadily rising without propor-
tional improvements in infra-
structure or service guality.
With the pick-up fee rising by
nearly 40 per cent since last
year and passenger com-
plaints mounting, the debate
is intensifying over who
should bear the cost of airport
operations and whether
India's busiest airport is deliv-
ering value for the premiurm it
now demands.

For now, travellers arriving
at Delhi airport have few alter-
natives if they want the ease
of app-based cabs.
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Trainer aircraft crash lands

near Belagavi airport

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M VVijayapura

A 50-year-old Cessna 172
trainer aircraft made a crash
landing due to inadequate
fuel and broke into three
pieces near Belagavi airport
on Sunday afternoon, and the
two pilots, who were on
board the plane, are safe,
according to sources.

The two-seater aircraft VT-
EUC, which was flying from
Kalaburagi to Belagavi, crash-
landed in an open field in
Mangaluru village in
Vijayapura district. The site is
around 50 to 70 kilometres
from the Belagavi airport.
Both the occupants ejected

before it crashed, sources
said, adding the aircraft broke
into three pieces. In a state-
ment on Sunday evening,
the civil aviation ministry
said the force landing hap-
pened “due to suspected
fuel starvation experienced
by the aircraft” and that the
plane was manufactured in
1975. The aircraft's certificate
of registration with Redbird
was issued on May 23, 2023,
and the certificate of airwor-
thiness was issued on
September 20, 2023.

According to the ministry,
the Airworthiness Review
Certificate (ARC) was issued
onAugust 1, 2025 and is valid
till August 3, 2026.
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Airside Transfers Between T3
And T1 Get Closer To Reality

BCAS, DGCA Nod Sought; Govt Looks To Boost Traffic Flow On Runway Tunnel Road

Saurabh.Sinka
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Passengers fiy
ing in and out of Delhi will
sesmmne major changes at In-
dira Gandhl lnternational
Aijrport in the next two-three
months, The bluepring foren
suring a slightly smoother
approach o India’s busiest
Ny ing hiib could also be laid
during this periced by plan-
ninga Dyover bedween termi
nals | and 3 for signal-free ac-
oess on wider roads,

The long-owaited air train
for inter-terminal transfers s
however, stuck  with  Litthe
chanceof itheroming areality
In the remaining one decads
afl GMR-backed DelhiInterna-
tonal Adrport Lid's (DALY
first 30-year conovssion perjod
that ends in 2096, The upeo-
ming Golden Line of Delhl
Metro, which will link T1to Ae-
rocity, is now being seen as the
passible mode of transfer:

TOI takes a look st what
will change by March-April
at IGIA and what will remain
uinchanged, ot least for now,

Airside transfers
DIAL has sought Bureatl
of Civil Aviation Security's
(BCAS) nod to start alrside
transferof domastic-to-inter-
natlonal  and  viesverss
passengers between T1 and
T, about edght km apart. It
has nlso sought clearance
from Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) as
these buses will cross some
taxiways, While BCAS will
examine the move [rom
security angle, DGCA will lo-
ok at it from an aviation safe-
ty perspective. [omestic-to-
domestic transfor passeng
ers will continue to be ferried
by buses from the city side
between Tiand T3

DIAL iz also getting the T2
T3 alrside linkage examined
by multiple technical experts
from various anghes. Inclu
ding the structural integrity
Impsaet ol any intervention in
T2 This transfer may happen
by themiddleof this year

“IMAL has applied for
BCAS clearsnce for alrside
transfiers hatween T1 and T3
Hopefully that should be in

DAL warfied T Pler C b= handie imtemational fights
Freen Gpess (o Ram and demestic fmm Jam (o Spm

This s nof allwwed. Pior C 0 be lebernatioeal-only
wilhien lwa moniia

place by March and airside
transfers of domestic o in-
ternational and vice-versa
may start by April,” sld poo
ple in the know

Among IGIAE three ter
minals, T3 isthe only one that
hamdles international flights
while Tl and T2are all domes
tic. Going ahead while TIwill
remaln &ll domestic and for
low-cost carriers. the propo-
aei T4 that will eventually be
buill in place of the 1986-era
T4 may handle both domestie
i Inlernatlonal Nights

However, when the process
ol razing down T2and starling
work on T4 starts remains to

Going ahead, while T1 will
remain all domestic and
for low-cost carmiers, the
proposed T4 that will
eventually be built in place
of the 1986-era T2 may
handle both domestic and
international fiight

be seen. DLAL will walt bo sese
the mpact of the long-delayed
MNobdi Airport on the [GIA fo-
wlfall. Anather reason for T2
petting another extension is
IMAL's B56 timeline. DIAL
can get & 30-year extension till

D066 7 the then zovi agress
But big ticket decislons may
have o walt till then

Pier Cinternational by March
Faur govt  agencies
BCAS, Central Industrial Se-
curity  Foree, immigration
and Customs — are giving A
nal touches to the process of
converting T3s Pler C from
all domestie to all internatio-
nal. DAL expectsall the clea-
rances in Feb and then Pier C
enn start handling interna-

thoral Mights by March

The airport operator had
foved] with the idea ol having
‘swing gates' for Pier C, That

would have meant this pier
handling International
flights at night peak hours
and domestic Nights during
the day However this was not
approved due o fears of do-
mesticand internalional pas.
senpers getting mixed up

This summer, T3 should
Iy threse plers — A, B, C—
for international Mights and
only D for domestic

Consultant for widening road

PWD haz appointed RIE
TES as the consuliant (o st
dy the old proposal for hoving
a Y-shaped fivover between T1
and T3 along with widening
the runway tunnel rosd. The
repirt I8 expected by Mirch
April. Tt will be sent tocentral
govt for implementation un-
der its urban development
fund whers Centre will fund
B0% of the exponse and the
state 20%,” said sources, The
wider road (s needed as Arro-
city willsoon host oneof Indi-
a's biggest malls and a larger
commercial complex.
Air train stuck

DIAL=  about-a-decade-
old proposal for havinganair
train for seamless transfors
amang T1, T2, Asrocity and
the cargo terminal is frmly
stuck. With just a decade left
for DIALS first 30-year con
cession period, anyone bid-
ding for the project will loak
ata six-seven-yeoar window of
recovering the investment as
thresfir years will be requi
red to build the partially un-
der, on and over gnnmrl auto
mated peopls mover DIAL
can't make any Mnancial
ecominitment beyond 2038 il
it gets another d-year con-
oess jon period

The upcoming Golden Li-
neof Delhi Metra, ch il
link Tl and Aerocity via an
®ikm underground section,
is the optien now. With Acro-
city already having a metro
link to T3, the operator sses
passengers transiting betwe-
en T and T3 via Asvocity on
two lines througha platform-
te-platform wransfer It will,
however, not be the s as a
dedicated sirport air train
Vit that at New York JFK or
Zurich or Dubai.
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Trade pact will open multifold
opportunities, claims Boeing

NEW DELHI, Feb 7: Air-
craft maker Boeing on Sat-
urday said the India-US n-
terim trade agreement will
open multifold opportumties
and emphasised that the
company has always advocat-
ed for zero-for-zero tanff ap-
proach for the aerospace and
defence sector.

India and the US on Satur-
day announced they have
reached a framework for an
interim trade agreement un-
der which both sides will re-
duce import duties on a
number of goods to boost
two-way trade.

Under the framework,
tariffs will go down to zero
on various goods, including
generic pharmaceuticals and
arcraft parts.

Boeing India and South
Asia President Salil Gupte
said the agreement opens
multifold opportunities.

“This deal creates momen-

tum to extend that principle,
which would boost industrial
growth, strengthen national
security, and deliver win-win
opportunities for both coun-
tries,” he said in a statement.

At Boeing, he said they
have always advocated a
zero-for-zero tariff approach
for the aerospace and defence
sector because of its tremen-
dous 1mpact across travel,

connectivity, and the global
economy.

About the agreement,
Aequs Executive Chairman
and CEQ Aravind Melligeri
said the lifting of tariffs will
lead to improved cash flows
and enhanced cost competi-
tiveness for the supply chain.

Aequsis aleading supplier
of aerospace components to
varous companies, mcluding

Airbus and US-based Boeing.

“It will strengthen the op-
erating environment for In-
dian suppliers and support
deeper mtegration with US
aerospace supply chamns,”
Melhger: smid in a statement.

Global OEMs (Original
Equipment Manufacturers)
are Sourcing aerospace com-
ponents and services worth
over USD 2 hillion yearly
from India.

With stronger market ac-
cess following this trade
agreement, India’s share of
US aerospace parts sourcing
15 poised to expand in the
corming years, Melliger said.

Meanwhile, the US-India
joint statement on Saturday
also said that India intends to
purchase USD 500 lhon of
US energy products, aircraft
and aircraft parts, precious
metals, technology products,
and coking coal over the next
five years. — PTI
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View from the air traffic control tower

Mowemnent of aircraft, passengers and freight increased year
on-year during the April-December 2025-26 period

Category M25-26 202425 % change
Alreraft movement in000)

International 36709 34610 61
Domestic 1811.08 180189 0.5
General aviation 250.7T 19892 26.1
Passengers (in million]

International 6095 5688 7.2
Domestic 5081 24575 1.7
Freight in‘000tonnes) .
Internaticnal 1837.31 1744.40 5.3
Domestic 112965 1054.93 |

Source: AAl
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‘PROGRESS ON CAPACITY TO UNLOCK BENEFITS FOR TRAVELLERS'

Emirates Hopeful of India
Talks to Ease Seat Limits

Airline remains open
to meaningful
collabarations, says
deputy president

DilashaSeth

Duhai: Emirates airline remains
optimistic that povernment-level
talks will ease the limit on seats it
can sell on flights to and firom India,
even s demand from the country
contines tooutstrip available capa-
city, the carrier's deputy president
and chief commercial officer, Ad-
nan Kazim, told ET. Speaking on
the sidelines of the World Govern-
ments Summit, Kazim said India re
meins a priority market for the Du-
bai-besed carrier, backed by strong
and sustained demand

“Any progress an capacity would
unlock wider benefits for travel-
lers and the broader aviation eco
system and allow India to play an
even more prominent role within
our global network....” he said on
the sidelines of the World Govern-
ments Summit. "We remain apti-
misticabout the divection of enga-
pement between the two govern:
ments and the opportunity for en-
hanced connectivity over thime.”

The statement comes amid Emira-
ie's recent stance that India was less
important for the carrier on acco
unt of the bilateral limits.

Kazim said the alrline B foowsed
on maximising performance wit
hin the existing frnmework by opti-

Ty Wehaveseena
=4 clearshiftin
how Indian travellers
approach long-haul
travel, with a grow-
ing preference for
comfort, experience,
and flexibility

Comme ial
Officer, Emirates

L h 1[5

mising schedulbes and connectivitye
Earlier: the atrline had said that it
was shifting its strategie focus away
from India amid the restrictions.

*“This would ensure the airline is
well positioned tescale upquiekly it
additional entitlements are gran-
ted,” said Kazim.

Last vear, company president Tim
Clark had said that demand-supply
mismatch in the India-Dubai route
was more than twoand a hall times
the weekly semt entitlements of
63,000 on each size, al close to
00000, A reciprocal capalso applies
to Indiancarriers fving to Dubai.

These limits have stayed unchang
o sinee 201 when the air services
pact between Incia and Dubai wers
last revised in 2004. Similarly, the
weekly seat capacity for India and
Abu Dhabi stands at 55,000,

Last year, Clark had said at an
event in Berlin that India bocaume
less important to Emirates as it has
not been able to increase capacity to

Indin for more than ten years.

Emirates operates 167 weekly
flights o India. Capacity constra-
ints, rather than weakening de-
mand, have pushed India out of
Emirates’ top five markets into the
top 10, Kazim said. “Seat factors are
at turn-away levels, which speaks
volummes about the demand we ae
experiencing.” hesaid

On potential partnerships with In-
dian airlines, Kazim said Emirates
remains open to “cemmercially me-
aningful collaborations™ swch as co
deshares and interline agreements
that enhance customer choice and
conmeetivity

He, however, said partnerships alo-
ne cannot fully address growth am-
hitlons without adeguate interna-
thonal capacity " For partnerships to
deliver their full value, they need to
be supported by adequate interna-
tional eapacity without which the
seope for incremental connectivity
remains limited,” he said

T e R TR T TR R R R S T e T BT T T T TR e e R e T R T R T L T L e e T TR T P R T R R T T e e R T T R S T e R R T TR LTI LI TR LT TS T LT IR TR T
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These idle spaces could unlock additional income, says Cli study

Urban Rooftops Could Become
Vertiports for Electric Air Taxis

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) has said that
the roaftops of office towers, hospi
tols and residentiol complexes could
serve as landing and take-off poinis
foreleciricair taxis, offering anaddi-
tiohal source of reventuiegeneration
In a report titled “Navigating the
Future of Advanced Alr Mobillty
in India’, the Industry body hns
proposed a pllot electrie vertical (-
ke-off and landing (eVTOL) corri-
dor linking Gurugram, Conmazht
Place and the upcoming Jewar In-
ternational Alrport, a move that
could cut travel time across the Na-
tionnl Capital Reglon (NCR)
Released on Friday by civil avia
tion mimister Rammohan Naidu
Kinjarapu, the report positions ad-
vanoed air mobility (AAM) as a
high-impact solution to urban
congestion while aligning with In
din's net zero 2070 commitments
through zero-emission aircraft,
The proposad NCR corridor s eivi-

Sky'’s The Limit

Report proposes pilof eVTOL
ormidor rsong GUrugram.
Connaught Place & Jewar alrport

Ol says roofiops — Advianced

could serve as ar mability
landing and t=ke-  positioned as
oiff points for salution fo -
electric air taxis  (ban congestion

shoned as n scalable regulatory sand
box that conld help India build a do-
mesiic “Make in India™ ecosyziem
for next-gencration acrospace tech-
nologies. The report says lessons
from pilot couwld be replicated across
high-«lensity economic clusters,

A key recommendation is the cres-
tion of a dedicated AAM regulatory

function within the Directorate Ge
neral of Civil Aviation (DGCA) o
frame airworthiness, operational
and safrty standards for low-altiiode
urban flight=. The report outlines a
phased roadmap for integrating eV
TOLs into Indinn nirspace, begin
ning with drone-based logistics and
madical supply deliveries over short
ranges. Rooftop vertiports, the study
notes, offer a practical alternative to
pround-tused fcilities, eromtbon of
whichareofien stalled by land ncgul-
sitlon hurdbes and regulntory delnys.

While DGCA normsdonot permit
routine commercial roofiop opera-
tions, the report suggests that evol-
ving safety frmmeworks could un-
lock their potential, especially in
dense urhan cores,

The study calls for early collabo-
ration with urban planners and
smart city missions toembed A AM
corridors and charging infra into
city master plans. Public financial
institutions, including SIDBI and
bhanks, are urged to create dedica-
ted funding instruments to de-risk
investments in the sector, it sayvs.
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Loyalty war: IndiGorivals Al

With 10 million members, IndiGo is on a par with Air India’s Maharaja Club, relaunched after the Tata takeover

AT
abhishek lysiidvemint.com

HEW DELHI

IReen months after Linncl of
ts lovalty Indtlative, IndiGa
ol 10 million people on a
BluChip programme, belng-
ing the Gurugram- hised air-
Hre on par with Adr Inclia's frequent
ﬂ_l.l.'l' srheme, a5 India's ’ilﬂ.'.l.‘.tl air-
Liness bertthe i out for moee custome s

InterGlobe Aviation-run IndiGo
that lsumehed a BluChip programme
Ln September 200204, few 107 million
passengers in M2, data from ndky's
aviathon regulmor show.

Alr Inelis, which relawsehed s loy-
alty progrimme in November 20024,
Tras B0 il b members in s Mahs-
raja Cluby up o two ool o Jon-
uary 20 when Tata Group bough
the alrline. Tata Sons. the holding
firm of the privately-held aviation
business, merged il service carders
Vistara with Adr India in Novenber
24, priviog & boost to is frequent -
Oyer scheme. A single loyaliy pro-
grammi belng implemented for Alr
Inalicvand its budges carrber, Alr India
Express, s lihely to be complete by
enil- 2026, secording loan executive
at Adr Inelis and Adr Indla Exgeress,

Mint could mot ascermain the num-
berol Adrl Express frequent fy-
v immsdiagely =Trials are curmently
underway {about the lovalty pro-
pramme of Alr India and Alr India

Airfines ane wsing loyalty Lo Suppaort diverging strategies—indiGo focusing on

valie &nd scals Air indis an peemium posilioning.

Express) and o broader rollout is
epected in the latter par ol 2026 1
willl b a phase-wise merger.” said 4
second executive. Both executives
ichr't weant go by identifed.

IndiGo, Alr India, and Alr India
Express did not offera comment.

[nthe first phase of the loyality pro-
gramimns integration, Alr India cus-
texmers will be ahle to redeem Makha-
raja Cluby polnts on Alr India Express
Mighes, o the second plase
Expresscugomers will be able touse
NeuFass polnts on Alr India's net-

HOOVEIRG

work, significanily expanding the
r‘l'dL'll!lpllulll:l|!ll|1:-|1.'|.

NenPiss s o Tata Groog rewards
programmie that ageregates polnts on
spending on its brands.

Thee Integration Is critheal s a
growlng share of domestbe and short -
hanil routes are belng shifted from Ade
Trallicn s Adr India Express, as part of
Tat'sstrmtegy toposthon Adr Indlaas
i premium, three-class carrier
Focused on major metro markets,

At present, Alr India Express flies
to more destinations within Indis

thean the full-scabe curmier. This memns
the mapsrity of passengers cannol
e pobnts on thedr trips sinee M-
raja Club polnts are enmed oaly on
Adr India and Star Alllence flights, not
o Adr Inedla Express flights.

“The Alr Inclia Express integration
wiks 3 mmiast- o ftean. A chunk of the
terwork ks belng taken sway from Adr
Inchia anad handed over (o Adr India
Express to operate the Mights. Alr
Inelia plans (o serve pre-

gage, anid prioeity services. A keydif-
ferentkyiog s that polnis do not expare
for active members,

The alrline imtrodusced o “Stretch”
product, and allows customers o
upgrade te these preminm seats
using a mix of cash and poinis. The
business-class product, launched in
November 2024, s currently avalls-
ble on ekghit domesthe and nine inter-
natonal routeswith plans for expan-

sl kn coming months,

mium markets (Mumbal, =13 N {08 "We are expanding

Delhi. sned Bengalurul, DRIVE Stretchitoa total of 65 air-

whire lis thres-class alr- crifi, smahlingwider net-

line conflzuration con be Al 5 intEgrat work ogstions for brisiness
loyally acnoss Adr

srcommodated,” said Ajay
Awtuney, founder of Live-

india and A India
Express; ful rolout

] prreambuem cuist omeers,”
satlid IndiGa chdel execu-

FromALounge com, an  hely by end-17026 tive Pleter Elbers during
Indian loyaly program f therairline’s Jamuary 2026
analytics wehsite. e earnings call. Long hal

Adr Inadla ks positioning ﬁmmﬂ flights o Athens, intro-
Ju_l. .JI_I. SRR ol a homader rade], undike other dhseed a fow weaks hack,
premniuen rnsformation,  frequent-dyes plans e e introduction of

expanding Its Maharaja
|..1:IIJI:||.:1: chhcepl Into
mare “hoxe” experiences with rede-
sipmed spaces. improved food offer-
Ing= and partnershipswith premium
brands. I s planning mew kamgesin
Intermationad hubssuch asSan Fran-
elson and New York

IndeGo, mennwhile, s taking adif-
ferent approach. lis BluChip pro-
gramme 15 a revenue-based model
tht oiffiers edghit polms for every $H00
spent. that can be redeemed agalnst
[rew thckets, seat selection, extra bag-

these premitm seqats i

IndiGo hired Loyvalty
and payments expert Nik Laming asa
consuliant and isexploring partner-
shilps that allow sers toearn BluChip
poings beyond Mighs, meluding via
banks, Aintech companies and Bies-
tyle heands sucl & Nobero,

Thue globual market for traved loyalty
programmees was vahoed an £20.] -
lonin 2024 and & projected to reach
E500 6 bl by 0G0,

For an extesrded verdhon of this sfory,
modo lvemintcom.
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Can this Chinese plane maker
challenge Boeing and Airbus?

State-orwned Comac hopes to shake up the global aireraft duopoly

E

JLLLAMA LI

15 3 columnist for Bloomberg Opréon's Asia
BEQITL, COWETing Corporabe sratesy and
mansgerment in the region

\ aling passenger planes s an
L4/ exeeptionally domting tash

Theyrenre salibty requrireriends and
cumiprles syslens, ool e mentonshy- ligh
errsds Thimighithe e ol Chins s e ffors o

bruiild 2 seebl-reliant avistion udustry may |

appueat glaclal i trpectony i chear, 1Tl
with lmerdles

Conmmac s the stote-ownesl asrospace
eanlecturer tas kel with the endeayour,
Themaprily olitscustismnens and Chinese
airlines Comae is startibng 1o bamish its
repuiatiin overseas by expocting the
CO00, 2 shighe-alsde jel s mainly e
reggional rowles, o markets fn Soulbeast
Aok I san incresrental steg— by 3000, 1he
Shangloi-hasesl jdane mrakerwilsnill bea
aimirimon Bt o il e pesmiis Airdmis sl
ooz, Tl it will bz e Desggnnn oo posinion
el @ a credible challenges 1o the dec
sl boeng doopaly.

Tl strabegy was oi dispelay al Hhe Siag:
apore Adeshiow thisweels Consae hroughi
v ol ils fugship single- ashe-CBEO planes
i com et op t0 183, 2m will 3 ool
e CRHD, witth spaece Toe 971 was givena
fontar ol oune o Use Latter by Less Budiman,
vice-chesbrman of PT TranaMusa Avialkm
Manliri, an Indonesian airdine that was
Comac’s frst loieicn ciestomer.

Dl oo air trveel has fally resemenesd
T panrsbesmic b, buk e sappaly cluine
unlerpinning maumdschering have ol
The ittt Lras b wonris worsening e il -
wathimy, with China cutiing oll access last
year b rare earts witke ly used b ainorall
electranic systemmsand jef sggines. Airbus
il Bosebnyg arv Lisding Lol prosuc-
Rl o et demsaral The Eveoguean plase
pualeer nepoted 783 dediveries las) year,
while ita Auperican rival notched G
Comac delivesed only 15 0010 jets

Tiruigis Muiss, Fonpnmled L 20005 ullering
churteer Highies o Uhesarchipelaygo, was
grouided dhiring the pandenic. Ts pros
prects wene peyilalidied By eacly 2000w hen
Chinn Abrerfl Leasing Group Holifings
povik i imctirecs % statbe for 228 midlion
il Bl its strategic partier Comac
Bt i prendchen ove s disal

Thaugh TramNusa's (ool comprises
e A brdwos pilanes Hiomn Cromsees, (b tlarese
year track recond yving the CHO bas o
wiahen] a2 testims gl e Clitriese plase
mizthier, Lasi vear, Lan Airlines i Wie Jet
b bty g Al il Bicufiviaan sl B
wanvery satisfivel with the regional s al
wisdd fove fo ander dissens of the Langer
COE el Ut el poteniially replace
i Gl Akrhis” AR eieo planes.

Conmiae o ls G do sfone upils ropualar
i For one, il simgsly deesn't have the

Cosmac has begun exparting small planes
to other Asian markets BLOCRRERG

i faitier o copacity o o biead b lead
willi Bereieg dmml Airtnis s COEpelediveries
wrere Larsliort ol i1 larygeds ksl year, Mo
Rty P ool e oomre st il L C4R1ER
are gt aancl the U brade v Last vear
el all aceess o Western-developed
engines lor o Eme In sddition, none of
Comac’s pligies have heencertified by US
af Errojusan regiilators While this fen
necessarily an Bsoe Tor airlines Nying
withinAsia, backol Wostern cenlifications
il Bl btk bt smlioat oo

El.ulqamu'\a]uﬂun|m:-!ww|h=unge
the £ i Might, sceording to U Stk
Cleiaas Mawssing Foad, e thind stege of the
P | indoit Aviation Safey Apency's
Frntir-prart s ssamentt procesa, The reguilba-
o saiel last Agrid thon it woukd peed theee
10 six years (o certify the mmdel. Thai'sa
sefhach foeConuse, w lsich was fsded in
W8 |y o nsiember ol govermpeii-oaned
voenpunies and entities, amd for China's
ellorts to abevedogy 3 hinoegmosn aimnerall
rmlnistey et beggiinin o 1070w Prisbelenl
XiTingungsartivil o the soene as thie st
powiriul leader since Moo Zedong s
given those endeavours mosche amd
urgreney. Bl they didn't stan wiilbe noewdll
ey el with hian.

Even withoul Western certification,
Comiae leas o sizealide customer s ol
hoeiee. The comjusny’s share of Ching's
pruarb B i, it by prlane dediv
e s enpeeciid fo e fo G5% Dy 2004,
meroilingg o Than Taybor, bead of consib -
engal THA sy aviotson naarke! intelipeaee
anial schydsory T That woubl iransbaie o
i e ke T% cif Dot et st in this
calegory once existing momlel from Lhe
dlupmaly are kclisbed S0 s understanda-
bl vy Contmne's agndsitlions are gramder.

I U hes s af U hima's inclustrial res-
sEsane, | were e dnely Dav aress inwhich
it has Gailid 00 ool sembiondbuctors il
enmimercial jedliners

Aulvamcesin the i huve beesealo, lnid
prroegiess in e sevomd is stastig to bea
it When Comae wisset g thie OS50 was
et 1o becons commerndally svailalide
by 2006 Thal milestone was achieved
seven virs later, in 20028 Thouelyin les
Rubier b o egpuectinl, [0 jusd 2 el
per ol Ll before Consee levomes aviabile
comtjeelior i ghobal idatkon— tough i
sl everotin cunsiderable tbaleace
g Al ey CELODMBERG




#MPFUHFSAUIHOPHWLﬁiNUUX

Corporate Communications Directorate

PUNJAE EKESART DELHIT 9 FEBRUARY 20:6

dd-idl TR B 16 TARBIUT b3l

ATes, (T waf): FAiw
*F fasragan o = woRTR
FUET T T T e
T T e e T
T2 S e 110 | ST o6
ST TfeEm e = e
e e e e e
ferry S 1 e | e F A
Ty e T sy et
fermma & e e = e g
o Tt A S R
g wreae famr wer @
AETE] S W SR 6
st g faat Ak mraan

wgez 2Fm faae o fe

AT o T S A | R
ez it weR 2 e e

#1 T | T WA e e o

TF | g e fame

a1 Em A 9 | S TR e
wEq o & = e e
we B A T e A
fire farsparen o famn o sndm
A o & = e gea
FTEH THEAM T W T

o gd st SR = e fae

i qfera ok or a= wd gt
3 ol % A W i ST

B GEaS AR o T

stfureTd = e o e T
AT = U wreEe e
TE FHerah o Ao =
o, it = H et T
1 T 3 W TR A A
T s F gfe R
forar A =1 = wan 4, e
yEed F e uwm o
e % wy § 7E #) =
ARt 3 510 = B 7R ==
o 2H1 1 it 2 o F af
I 9 F gems o form U
F sroeqare 1 o) weEn T
3 =i = =\ #



;&”?PtjﬂlfiﬁlleCJHtTYEJFiHLHﬁx

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TRIBUNE

DELHT

9 FEBRUARY 2026

Trainer aircratt crash-lands in K'taka; both pilots sate

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY B
A Blvear-old Cessma 172
trainer aircraft made a crash
landing due to madequate
fuel and broke into three
pieces near the Belagavi air
port in Kamataka on Sunday
aftemoon, and the two pilots,
who were on board the plane,
are safe, according to sources.

The two-seater aireraft —
VI-EUC — which was flying
from Kalaburagi to Belagawi,
crmsh-linded in an open field
in Mangaluru wvillage in
Babales hwar Taluk of Vijava-
pura district. The site s
around 50 to 70 km from the
Belagavi airport.

Both the orcupants ejected
before it crashed, the sources
said, adding that the aircraft

Thewreckage of a private miniaircraft thatcrashed in Vijayapura, #n

broke into three pieces,

In a statement on Sunday
evening, the Civil Aviation
Ministry said the forced land-
ing happened “due to sus-
pected fuel starvation expert-
enced by the aireraft” and
that the plane was manufac-
tured in 1975

The aireraft’s certificate of

registration with Redbird
was ssued on May 23, 2023,
and the certificate of airwor-
thiness was 1ssued on Sep-
tember 20, 2023

Arcording to the ministry,
the Amworthiness Heview
Certificate {ARC) was issued

on August 1, 2025, and isvahd
till Aupust 3, 2026.

The ARC 15 msued after
nspection of the particular air-
craftto ensurethat it is fit to fiy

The people who were
injured in the acodent are
Captain Kunal Malhotra, an
Assistant Flight Instruct or at
Redbird, and trainee pilot
Goutham Sankar PR, the
sources said. The pilot n

command had T34 hours of

flving experience,

The Redbird Flight Training
Aradenty has 48 planes in its
fleet and its Flying Training
Organisation (FT'0) approval
i valid tillJuly 22, 2030,

The Directorate General of

Civil Awviation (DGCA)
approved the academy as an

FTO on July 23, 2020, as per
the statement,

The ministry said, “Fur-
ther investigation will be
carried out by the
DGCAAATER (Aireraft Acei-
dent Investigation Bureau).

In a statement a RedBird
Flight Training Academy
spokesperson said amund 2.30
prry, the aireraft, which was on
a cross-country flight, carned
ouit a precautionary landing in
an open field near Vijayapura,

“We are relieved to confirm
that both the instructor and
the trainee pilot on board are
safe, They were immediately
rushed to a nearby hospital
and were treated for minor
mjuries,” the spokesperson
snid, — PTI
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