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AAI completes airspace design
for Navi Mumbai, Noida airports

TG NETWORK

The Airports Authority of India (AAL has
announced the sucressful completion of air-
space design and flight procedures for the
Mavi Mumbad International Afdrport and
MNoida Intemational Adrpoct (Jewar).

This achievement underscored AA s ex-
pertise in managing complex airspace con-
ligurations, espectally for airports situated
near some of the bustest aviation bubs in the
country, said a press release issued by the
AAL This muilestone is pivotal inenhancing
operational efficieney at these new mrports,
paving the way for future growth in one of

the warld's most dynamic aviation markets
As India's Adr Navigation Service Provider
{ANSP). AAlL s entrusted with the man-
agement of Air Navigmbion Services acmss
the nation, including at the upeoming air-
ports at Mavi Mumbai and Noida { Jewar).
The AALs adrspace as well as the Oight pro-
codure design team has meticulousby crafied
the airspace and Instrument Flight Proce-
thures (TFPs) for the Mavi Mumbai and Noida
International { jewar) Airport projects,
These procedures are designed to opti-
mise [ight efficiency. significantly reducing
ermissions, ek miles, and Mgt Gmes for
the multiude of daily Flights traversing the
Delhi-Mumbai air corridors.
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Darbhanga airport’s CAT-I
lighting system to be
completed by March 10: AAI

Bishnu K Jha

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

DARBHANGA: The delay in com-
missioning the CAT-I lighting
system at Darbhanga airport
continues to impact flight oper-
ations, especially during low-
visibility conditions in winter
due to fog, officials said.

“Though the system has been
installed, it has not yet been
commissioned because the
landing chart has not been pub-
lished, and the necessary power
supply is not yet available”,
according to a reply given by the
General Manager (Operations)
of the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) to RTI activist
Mukesh Jha.

“As of now, the project has
achieved 78% physical progress
and 68% financial progress. Suf-
ficient manpower and machin-
ery will be deployed to ensure
the project's completion by
March 10, 2025, according to
AATl's GM (Operation) Sanjay
Dularey.

The installation of the CAT-I

lighting system at Darbhanga
airport was hampered due to
multiple technical and adminis-
trative hurdles.

As per the AAT's response, the
CAT-I lighting system is being
set up under the Modernisation
of Airfield Infrastructure
(MAFT) project by the Indian Air
Force (IAF).

The project has faced several
challenges since its inception.
Initially, the design had to be
revised due to inadequate bear-
ing capacity at the site, leading
to an expansion in the project’s
scope and, consequently, delays.
Further, waterlogging in the
low-lying area caused work to
halt for 20-25 days. Addition-
ally, a land dispute involving
local villagers obstructed align-
ment work for 15-20 days. The
issue was resolved only after
state government intervention,
but the phased acquisition of
land further delayed the project.

The AAl is closely monitoring
the situation to ensure that the
RCC boundary wall work is
completed by the revised
project deadline, it said.

3 FEBRUARY 2025
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AAlcompletes designand
flight proceduresfor Navi
Mumbai and Jewar airports

Airports Authority of India
(AAD announced the suc-
r'F-l;~i['|;Irnlmﬂm:mnr:unpnm
design and flight procedurnes
for the Mavi Mumbai lnter-
national Airport and Noida
Intemation ol Airport (fewar).

['his achieve ment und er-
scores AAl's expertise in
managing complex aimspace
configurations, especially
for airports situated near
some of the busiest aviation
hubs inthecountry, As India's
Air Navigation Service
Provider (ANSP), AAl is
entrusted with the manage-
mendt of Alr Naviga tion Serv
ices acmmssihe nation, mchud-
ing at the upcoming airpaors
at Navi Mumbai and Noida
{lewari,

For accomplishment the
objective AAl collaborated
with M/ s Boeing Indiawhich
provided nvala bl supporn
through comprehensive sim-
ulnation ond conflict analysis.
ShriVipin Kumar, Chairman,

AAL soid that "In the context
of the on-poing strategic
partnership between the Air-
portsAuthority ofIndia (AAT)
and Boeing India, experts
from Boeing collaborated
with the AALFlight Prooedure
Design team io assess and
confirm the arrival and depar-
ture protocols for the new
airpons being developedin
Jewar (Moida) and Maovi Murm-
bai.

T'he joint efforts have facil-
itated the safe and efficient
Infegranon of nperathons a
these new ai rpornts withexist-
ing operations in Delhi 1GI
and Mumbai CSMIA airports
The anticipated increase in
air traffic in both erminal
areas will be managed in a
wily that conse rves fuel and
track miles forairine s, while
alsoalleviating the workload
forair irafficcontrollers and
maintaining safe separation
between aircraft at neigh-
bounng intemational airpores.

9 FEBRUARY 2025
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Developed By
AAI To Help
Fliers Navigate

Times News NETwork

Chennai: Did vou know that Chen-
nai airport has a dedicated mobile
phone application? It's not officially
launched yet but the beta version is
available for downloading online,
can be handy for frequent, occasio-
nal and first-time flvers.

Do vou know the vantage point to
get a clear view of the airside at the
airport? It is the security hold area,
says the app. Developed by the Adr-
ports Authority of India (AAI, the
app can serve as a one-stop guide to
get all travel-related queries answe-
red. Flyers need not depend on the
airlines to check their flight status,

CHENNALI

T

NO #SSIST!HCE NEEDED: It's not officially Iaunched yet bu: the beta verstun is

available for downloading online

as the real-time status of the flights,
which is displayed at the airport,
can now be viewed on their phone
screens, The actual status of the de-
parting flight, whether boarding is
still underway or the gates are clo-
god, and even the first and final call
details, will be available on the app.
Non-frequent flvers can check
thearrival and departure guide, and

baggage rules on the app. Another
interesting feature of the app is that
itean virtually guide you to any spe-
cificspot in the airport—be it the sa-
teries, shops, check-in counters, or
ticket counters—if the Bluetoothon
your phone is switched on. “The en-
tire airport with all its amenities
and features has been mapped in the
application, and you can browse and

8 FEBRUARY 2025

Airport has an app to answer your queries

Left luggage facility coming up in
under-construction plaza

Chennai: Travellers visiting Chennai by air with plans to explore the city for
aday or two can heave a sigh of relief as the airport will soon have a left
luggage room to drop their excess baggage. It will be part of the plaza under
construction outside Terminal 1, which is expected to be completed by April
this year. Though the airport had such a facility earlier, it was permanently
closed due to multiple construction activities on the frontage of the airport
premises over the last few years. "With the plaza nearing completion, the
cloakroom facility will be made available again,” said an official. After many
queries from flyers, Chennai airport authorities decided to resume the
service, "The tenders will be floated soon,” added the official.

walk up to any spot without seeking
assistance from anvbody” said an
airportofficial.

Krishnarajan V, a frequent flyer,
said he recently stumbled upon the
app accidentally and found the navi-
gational features interesting. "De-
spite travelling often, I still struggle
sometimes to locate a facility, but
this app gives a bird's-eve view of all

three terminals. When more people
start using the app, the general que-
ries on X tagging Chennai Alrport
will comedown as almostall the gue-
ries are addressed here,” he said.
The airport authorities are cons-
tantly updating it with additional fe-
atures, and a website version is also
on the anvil. Both will be officially
launched soon, added the official
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Plan for 5 cafes, parking lots, ~ Site at Juhu airport
EV stns at Juhu airport stayed

Mumbai: After complaints fir-
om residents and allegations
of irregularities, Airports Au-
thority of India has “stayed”
plans for 5 restaurants, 2 park-
ing lots, and 2 electric vehicle
charging stations at Juhu air-
port. AAI had leased out the
spaces through a tender The
locals say the plans could cau-
se safety and fire hazard bes-
ides trafTic woes, reports Cha-
itanya Marpakwar,

“It is requested to keep the
work of “licence for running
restaurant-cum-hangout for-
mat at Juhu airport (area ad
measuring 400 sq mts)’ in abe-
vance with immediate effect
due to administrative reasons
till further orders. Kindly co-
mply with thedirections stric-
tly" an order by Sudhir Jagda-
le, Juhu airport director; said.

‘SAFETY, FIRE HAZARD'
> MLA Ameet Satam says AAl
must first take BMC nod for its
restaurant & other plans
* AAI plans can cause fire &
safety hazard, besides traffic
issues, complain locals
> Architect P K Das, in his
letter to AAL says the site

meant only for public parking,
rules can't be flouted

Local BJPMLA Ameet Satam,
who complained to AATL said
that since the restaurants, wh-
ich were ready to open last mo-
nth, will cater to the general
public and not airport passen-
pers, AAT must take all ap-
provals from BMC, the city's
principal planning authority

»‘Only public parking’, P 5

reserved for public
parking: Architect

FFromP1

he restaurants face the
| busy § V Road. Satam
said, “Hesidents have
objected to the random const-
ruction of five restaurants
without any BMC approval.
All BMC approvals must be
taken before any such restau-
rant is constructed and ope-
ned to the general public. It
must also be verified if the
plot is reserved for parking,
and if it is, how restaurants
canoperateon it.,”

In his letter to AAIL the
BJP MLA said, “AAl has ear-
marked half the parking lot
land for EV charging sta-
tions, thusreducing thespace
for parking and causing in-
convenience in the area due
to illegal parking on the road.
We wish to divert all auto,
tempo, bus parking on the ro-
ad to the parking lot as there
is & dearth of parking space
in the eity and the parking
space has been reduced to
half due to the proposed elec-
tric vehicle charging facility,
which is not the need of the
hour. We request you to can-
cel this proposal for a char-
ging station and dedicate the
entire space for parking. You
may develop the parking lot
further by going undergro-
und as well as vertically and
then dedicate a space for an
EVcharging facility in theex-
panded parking lot, but not
now.""

Noted architect P K Das,

AAl has given a stay to restau-
rants constructed at Juhu airport

who is a member of the Juhu
Beach Monitoring Commit-
tee appointed by Bombay
High Court, said in a letter to
AAI that construction or de-
velopment activity other
than for public parking pur-
poses 1s sirictly restricted as
per the prevailing Develop-
ment Control Regulations
{DCR) for lands reserved in
the Development Plan (DFP)
for parking.

“Also, as per the Juhu Be-
ach Development plan that is
approved by the HC and SC,
the site is reserved exclusive-
ly for public parking. These
plans must not be violated or
utilised for any other use or
purpose. 1 also urge you to
kindly not undertake any
construction or development
works on both the parking lot
lands to house any other fune-
tions or activity other than
public parking,” Das said in
his letter to AAL
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Checks done, Noida &
Navi Mumbai airports
set to start ops soon

Times News Netwonrk

New Delhi: Paving the way for flight opera-
tions to begin at the much-awaited second
airports of Mumbai MMR and Delhi NCR in
a few months, Alirports Authority of India
(AATon Fridaysaid it has completed theair-
space design and flight procedures for both
MNavi Mumbai International Alrport
(NMIA) and Noida International Airport
(NIA). The state-run air navigation service
provider has done this in collaboration with
Boeing India. Both airports are expected to
be inaugurated this April and operations
will begin soon thereafter,

“Thisunderscores AAI'sexpertiseinma-
naging complex airspace configurations,
especially for airports situated near some of
the busiest aviation hubs in the country...
pivotal in enhancing operational efficiency
at these new airports... (ensuring) future
growth in one of the world's most dynamic
aviationmarkets,” AAlsaid inastatement.

“AAl'sairspace as well as the flight proce-
dure design team has meticulously crafted
the airspace and instrument flight procedu-
res(IFPs)for NMIA and NIA. These procedu-
resare designed to optimise flight efficiency;
significantly reducing emissions, track mi-
les, and flight times for the flights traversing
the Delhi-Mumbai air corridors,” the state-
ment added. Boeing India “provided invalu-
able support through comprehensive simu
lation and conflict analysis,” it said. AAI
chairman Vipin Kumar said the joint efforts
have facilitated safe and efficient integra-
tion of operations at the airports.
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BENGALURU

DKS to HDK: Get
Mekedatu nod
before airport

Daputy Chief Minister and
Minister for Large and Me-
dium Scale Irrigation DK
Shivakumar reiterated that
Unien Minister and rival HD
Kurmaraswarny should get the
approval for the Mekedatu
project, which was planned
for the drinking water needs
of Bengaluru.

Ha made the comments at
his Sadashivanagar residence
in Bergaluru on Thursday. He
was raferring to Kumaras-
wamy claiming credit for the
in-principle nod for a sacond
airport in Bangalur

*Kumaraswamy said that he
would secure permission for
Mekedatu ina single day. Let
him fulfill that promise before
boasting about anything else
When he was in power, he
didn't take any steps to fur-
ther the cause of the second
airport. We have taken a step
o, Shivakumar said.

Mekedatu, Kannada for
*goat’s leap” |s a multi-pur-
pose project under which a
balancing resarvelr would be
built near the gorge which
iz home to the confluence of
Cauvery and Arkavathl riv-
ars in Ramanagara district
bordering Chamarajanagar
district.

The project would provide
475 Theusand Millien Cubie
Feat (tmeft) of drinking water
te Bengaluru and generate
400 MegaWatt of power be-
sldes.
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GAMDHINAGAR
Dholera airport
to handle

int’l cargo
Upcoming Dholera airport
may start operations later
this year exclusively by
handling international air
cargo operations through
freighter flights/
passenger flights. Dholera
International Airport
Company Limited({DIACL)
intends to commence
international air cargo
oeprations in initial phase
from June/ July 2025,
Dholera airport is located
around two hours away
from the city of
Ahmedabad. The works for
constructionofa
greenfield expressway to
Dholera airportand
Dholera are progressingin
advanced stages. DIACL
has already invited tenders
from the contractors for
operation and management
of international cargo
terminal & ground handling
services at Dholera Airport
for a period of 7 years, Bids
shall open in the month of
March this year, DIACL has
stated that itintends to
commence international
air cargo operations in
initial phasefrom June/luly
2025,
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F]ight services hit as thick fog
engulfs Coimbatore airport

Mumbai-Coimbatore Air India flight hovers over air

port for nearly 30 minutes in the morning

owing to poor visibility; six flights delayed and one f

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

n Air India Airbus
A321-211  aircraft
with a carrying ca-
pacity of 182 passengers
from Mumbai to Coimba-
tore circled over the Coim-
batore International Air-
port for nearly 30 minutes
before making a safe land-
ing on Friday morning.
This was necessitated due
to poor visibility as thick
fog had engulfed the air-
port and surrounding
areas for an hour.
Flight AI6G09 took off

The domestic flight circled mid-air over Coimbatore International
Airport before making a safe landing on Friday. M. PERIASAMY

from Mumbai at 6.35 a.m.

on Friday and was sche-
duled to land in Coimba-

tore at 8.25 a.m. However,
it landed at 9.00 a.m.

An IndiGo Airbus A321-
25INX aircraft from Delhi,
which departed at 5.35
a.m. and was scheduled to
land in Coimbatore at 8.15

ight diverted; operations now back to normal

a.m., was diverted to Kochi
and later flown to Coimba-
tore around 10 a.m.

Six flights scheduled to
depart from the Coimba-
tore International Airport

to Chennai (6E339,
6E554), Hyderabad
(6E939), Bangalore

(6E475), Mumbai (AI608),
and Delhi (6E2276) bet-
ween 7.30 a.m. and 9.00
a.m. on Friday were de-

layed. Coimbatore Airport
Director G. Sambath Ku-
mar said dense fog and
poor visibility were to
blame. Air operations res-
umed once the fog cleared.



_ AN
EEGIEACEIE SRR DG

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate
MORNING STANDARD DELHI 9 FEBRUARY 2025 I

Guwahati airport
introduces upgrades

To enhande pasSenger Experiene,
Lokpeiva Gopinath Bardolal
International Aimort in Guwahati
has introdueed several upgrades,
expanding the passenger area by
100 sy to actommodate growig
passenge numbers. Authordties
said the number of departire gates
have also been increased from five
tosevan, Entry and exit into the
aimort ard parking aea as been
optimisad. *To further enable
seamiess travel expenence, LGB
Alrport has created atraffic free
lane on the kestide. Retal and
F&B outlets have been aurated to
proviche a vibrart expardence”
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Noida International Airport partners with Uttarakhand

Transport Corporation for seamless religious tour

STATESMAN NEW'S SERVICE

MNoida Intemational Airpon
{NIA) hos signed o Memo

randum of Understanding
(Mol with the Uttarak hand
Transport Corpomtion (LITC)
today to provide seamless
bus servicesto keydestina-
thons in Uttamkhand ind wud

ing religious spots. This
strategic partnership will
ensure direct connecuviey
between NIA and major
Utrarakhand cities, including
Dehrmadun, Rishikesh, Haricd-
war, and Haldwani, once
the airport begins commer

cial operations. The aipon’s
strategic location along the
Yamuna Expresswayensures
smonth mad access to Delhi-

NCR, Noida, and Western
Uttar Pradesh, making it a
key pateway for North India

Speaking on the collab-
oration, a senior official of
the Uttarakhand Transport
Corporation said, "By inte-
prating road and air trans
pon, we aim to provide trav-
elerswith efficient, reliable
transport options while pro
moting tourism and eco-
nomic growth in Unarak
hand.”

Christoph Schnellmann,
CED of Noida International
Airport, highlighted the ini-
tintive's hroader impact:
"This pannership will not
only enhance passenger con-
venience but also drive
tourism and economic
gmwth by improving acces-

As one of India's most ambitious airport pro-
jects, Noida International Airport (IATA Code:
DXN] is set to transform air travel infrastruc-
ture in North India. The airport’s first phase,
featuring one runway and a terminal, will
accommodate 12 million passengers annually.

sibilityio key destinations.”
Swami Paromatmananda,
Mahamandaleswar of Pan-
chayeti Mahanirbani Akhada.
spidmonksol several Akhada
have urped Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for hessel
free joumey for pilgrims and
travellers to reach religious
sites, "These indtiative will
really help holy pil grim ages.
I'his kand of imitia tives s hould
be implemented for others
airportalso, " he said. Asone
of India's most ambitious

arpon projecis, Noida Inter-
national Airport (IATA Code:
DXN)is set o imansform alr
travel infrastructure in North
India. The airport’s first
phase, fealuring one rumyay
and a terminal, will accom-
maodate 12 million passmgers
annually, Once the final
fourth phase is completed,
NIA will be capable of han

dling 70 million passengers
per yvear, making it a major
aviation hub for the
COUITY,
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Noida international airport partners with Uttarakhand transport corporation for seamless religious tour: Noida International Airport (NIA) has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Uttarakhand Transport Corporation (UTC) today to provide seamless bus services to key destinations in Uttarak-
hand including religious spots. This strategic partnership will ensure direct connectivity between NIA and major Uttarakhand cities, including Dehradun,
Rishikesh, Haridwar, and Haldwani, once the airport begins commercial operations. The airport's strategic location along the Yamuna Expressway ensures smooth
road access to Delhi-NCR, Noida, and Western Uttar Pradesh, making it a key gateway for North India.
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Chamber of commerce in West
Burdwan, MPs welcome Jindal’s

plan to develop Andal airport

DEBAJYOTI CHAKRABORTY
37 AUIARY

WIRCAPUR 7FE

Various chamberof commerce
and industries of West Bur-
dwan welcomed the fresh
proposal of Sajjan lindal o
takeover stake in the country's
first and only private sector
airport, Kazi Nazrul lslam
Adrport in Andal and the Dur-
gapur Acrotropolis projects
and convert it into an inter-
national airport along with
setting up anindustrial park
in the adjoining township.

O the first day of Bengal
Global Business Summit
(BGES) in Kolkata, industrialist
Sajjan Jindal proposed o
pickup a stake in the Bengal
Aerotropolis Private Limited
(BAPL), in which the West
Bengal Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation (WBIDC)
holds 26 per cent stake and
Changi Alrports of Singapore
also have 33 per cent stake.
Helskeen to acguirea majority
ofthe remaining stake of the
company.

Itis adream of chiel min-
ister Mamata Banerjee to
convert Andal airport from
adomestic airport toan inter-
national one and her gov-
ernment has sent several let-
ters to the Union civil aviation
ministry in the past fewyears.

V K Dhall, president of
South Bengal Federation of
Commerce and Industry,
said: "It is really nice and
exciting proposal which direct-
Iy affects us.”

Sandeep Bhalotia, vice-
president of West Bengal
Refractory Manufacturers
Association, said: "l welcome
the announcement as this
will impact alot for the socio
economic development of
the region, especially south
Bengal and adjoining Thark-
hand state.”

- =1
T |

New investments and
world class companies miay
come and create the various
husiness opportunities and
a new era of growth and
development leading to a
win-win situation for all, he
added.

Hoteland chain of restau-
rants owner and also the
chairman of Asansol Durgapur
Development Authority
(ADDA), Kabi Duttahas wel-
comed the proposal and said
that it will further boost
tourism, hospitality, health,
Information Technology (IT],
real estate, education sector
in the surrounding areas of
South Bengal.

Both the two sitting MPs,
Shatrughan Sinha of Asansaol
and Kirti Azad of Burdwan—
Durgapur have welcomed
the move by Sajjan Jindal 1o
develop Andal airport and
the township.
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Airport
meeting

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta: A meeting was held
at Calcutta airport on Friday
to discuss operational details
in the event of a US flight with
Indian deportees landing in
the city.

“Calcutta is in the list of
major arports in India where
a US aircralt carrving depor-
tees can land. The meeting was
held to plan how o handle the
situation,” a senjor airport of-
ficial said on Friday. “Howev-
er, till now, there was no news
of any US flight with deportees
coming to Caleutia,” he said

The foreigners’ registration
office (FRRO) has been made
the nodal agency for handling
deportees. The meeting was at-
tended by officials from FRRO,
Calcutta airport, police and
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF)among others

It was decided that if any
US aircran landed with depor
tees, it would be taken to a re-
mote parking bay. “The depor-
tees would undergo medical
check-ups,” he said.



Corporate Communications Directorate

TIMES OF INDIA

BANGLORE

B'luru’s 2nd airport may
come up in Nelamangala,
or Kanakapura Road

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesofindia.com Two sites have been
shortlisted, one in
Bengaluru: City's second air- | the south and one in the
port is likely to come up at eit- | M0rth, but I cannot
disclose the exact

her Nelamangala or Kanaka-
pura Road, with the state govt
narrowing down from an initi-

locations at this stage.
| will discuss it with the

al list of seven potential sites, | CM before making an
While state industries mini- announcement. We require
ster MB Patil remained non- | at least 3,500 acres for the
committal, TOI has learnt that second airport

these two locations have been
shortlisted for the project.

With Tamil Nadu's plan-
ned airport in Hosur adding
urgency, officials are keen tofi-
nalize the location and secure
the Union govt's approval at
the earliest.

According to official sour-
ces, 4,400 acres of open land ha-

MB Patil | inousTries ano
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT MIN

“With Bangalore Internatio-
nal Airport Limited (BIAL)
projecting passenger footfall
toreach 80 million by 2033, ade-
cision was made to propose
these two locations to the
Union civil aviation ministry

8 FEBRUARY2025

ve been identified at both
shortlisted sites, each located
0-35km  from Bengaluru.

BIAL could be
invited to set
up new airport

» Continued from page 1

at the earliest,” an official said.

»BIAL could be invited, P 11

] Imm:' minister G Para-

meshwara had pushed
for Vasantha Narsapura
near Dabaspet as an option,
but sources suggest it isnow
lower in priority. The site is
considered more suitable
for Tumakuru than Benga-
luru due to its proximity to
Kempegowda International
Alrport (K1A).

The state govt believesa
second airport in Nela-
mangala or Kanakapura
Road would better serve
passengers travelling from
Bengaluru's southern and
western  areas. To fast-
track the project, it is also
considering inviting BIAL
to develop the second air-
port, which would allow it
to bypass the non-compete
clause in place until 2033,
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[llegal hoardings
removed at airport

Tines News NeTwork

Hyderabad: In a major
crackdown on unauthorised
advertisement  hoardings,
HYDRAA began removing il-
legally  installed unipoles
across the city on Friday

The operation targeted
large hoardings set up witho-
ut official permissions or pa-
yment of govt fees, starting
with key locations along the
Shamshabad airport route.
The removal drive was con-
ducted in coordination with
municipal authorities, ensu-
ring compliance with urban
planning regulations.

Hyvdraa initially focused
on dismantling major hoar.
dings obstructing public spa-

ces, with plans to expand the
drive further, Officials alrea.
dy conducted a review mee-
ting with municipal bodies
from the city's outskirts to
identify unauthorised adver-
tisement structures.

Following the meeting, of-
ficials surveved unipoles that
lacked proper approvals and
launched the removal opera-
tion on Friday, prioritising
high-traffic zones such as the
airport corridor

Authorities emphasised
that this initiative ispartof a
broader effort toregulate out-
door advertising, ensuring
compliance with municipal
norms and prevent ingunaut-
horized structures from clut-
tering public spaces,

8 FEBRUARY 2025
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FLIGHT FROM HYD
TO PRAYAGRAJ
DELAYED

DC DENT
HYDERABAD, FEB.T

A  Spicedet flight from
Hyderabad to Pravagraj was
delayed for several hours due
to technical issues.

The flight was supposed to
take off at 10.30 am.

Actor Vijay Deverakonda and
senior IAS and IPS officers,
were among the passengers.

According to the sources, pas-
sengers who had paid around
20,000 for their tickets,
expressed anger over the long
delay and lack of clear updates
from the airline The flight
finally took off at 5.30 pm, said
airport officials said.
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Passenger
dies on flight
to Malaysia
Chennai: A 41-year-old
Malaysian air passenger
who complained of chest
pein mid-air died on Friday
even astheflight she was
travelling in made an
unscheduled landing here
following the ‘'medical
emergency’, officials at the
city airport said T he
woman, a Malaysian citizen,
complained of uneasiness
when the flight from
Muscat (Oman) was flying
over the airspace here and
the pilots immediately
contacted the city airport
for a landing. ltwas headed
to Kuala Lumpur.
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NMIAL yet to apply for DGCA licence: RTI

Bhalchandra Chorghade
NI MUMBA
The Mawvi Mourm bai

International Airport Limited
(MMIAL) is vet to apply for a
license from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), an RTI response has
revealed, raising concerns
about regulatory prepared-
ness ahead of the airport’s
scheduled opening. When
contacted, NMIAL refused to
comment on the matter.
Environmental watchdog
NatConnect Foundation’s
director, B N Kumar, filed an
RTI guery with the DGCA

seeking detailsonmeasuresto
mitigate bird strike risks at the
airport.  DGCA Deputy
Director and Chief Public
Information Officer Dhusar
Kumar Mondal responded,
“Noinformation is available as
this office has not vet received
the licensing application”
Expressing astonishment,
Kumar pointed out that
despite trial flights already
being conducted and the air-
port expected th commence
operations in less than three
months, NMIAL has not yet
completed this crucial regu-
latory step. He also sought
confirmation on whether a

had

committee been
appointed to study bird flight
patterns and their presence
around the airport.
Emvironmentalists  have
raised concerns over the fate
of local wetlands, which serve
as key habitats for flamingps
and other avian
While NMIAL has assured
that biodiversity in the air-

species.

ports periphery will be pro-
tected, activists argue that
CIDCO has failed to maintain
the city’s wetlands, including
the DPS Flamingp Lake.
Kumar emphasised that the
Environmental Impact
Assessment (ElA) study and
the halfyearly compliance
reports submitted by NMIAL
to the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change (MoEFS&CC)
clearly state that wetlands
armund the airport will be pre-
served as per recommenda-
tions from the Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS),
However, he accused

CIDCO  of neglecting its
responsibility, citing its failure
to keep intertidal water chan-
nels open at DPS Flamingo
Lake despite a high-level gow-
ernment committees recom-
mendation to declare it a
Conservation Reserve.

The NMIAL reports exten-
sively discuss  biodiversity
management within a 10-lkm
rading of the airport, stating
that BNHS recommendations
will be implemented by both
CIDCO and the airport project
However, activists remain
sceptical, urging authorities to
ensure environmental com-
mitments are upheld.
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Five Air India crew members
detained at Zurich airport

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Five crew members of Air
India were recently put in a
detainee cell at the Zurich
airport, Switzerland, on
the grounds that they were
not carrving an authorised
crew member certificate
{CMC) - a substitute for a
visa for flight crew,

some of them were con-
fined in a cell for detainess
for an unspecified dura-
tion, according to sources
in the airline crew.,

A sonrce sakd the crew
members were allowed to
step out only 1o use the toi-
let and barred from using
maohile phones until local

The call in which Air India crew
members were detained at the
Zurich airport, Switzerland
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

airline staff intervened.

Air Indias official sourc-
es sabd crew  members
were shifted to a transit ho-

tel and that at least four of

them are still in Zurich.
The incident occurred be

cause the crew did not car-
ry a valid CMC. The five
had arrived in Zurich on
two different flights over
the past one week.

‘Rules changed’
According to sources, four
crew members did not car-
ry the certificate, while a
fifth arrived with an invalid
CMC. Earlier, the crew
could pay 10 Euros and ob-
tain a CMC at the airport,
but Zurich changed these
rules on February 5.

A CMC is an identifica-
ton card issued by the In-
ternational Civil  Aviation
Orpanization o faciliate
the movement of pilois
and cabin crew members.
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Air India
cabin crew
detained
in Zurich

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Five crew members of Air
India were recently de-
tained at the Zurich airport
for not carrying an author-
ised crew member certifi-
cate (CMC), which serves
as a substitute for a visa for
flight crew.

The five of them arrived
in Zurich on two flights ov-
er the past one week. Four
of them did not carry the
CMC, while the fifth one ar-
rived with an invalid CMC,
sources in the airline said.

Some of the crew mem-
bers were confined in a
small detainee cell for an
unspecified period. They
were only allowed to step
out to use the toilet and
were barred from using
their mobile phones until
local airline staff inter-
vened and got them help,
the sources added.

Official sources in Air In-
dia said the crew members
were later shifted to a tran-
sit hotel, with at least four
of them still in Zurich.

A CMC is an identifica-
tion card issued by the In-
ternational Civil Aviation
Organization to facilitate
the movement of pilots
and cabin crew members.
Earlier, crew members
could pay 10 euros and ob-
tain a CMC at the airport,
but Zurich changed these
rules on February 5.
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Kuala Lumpur flight
makes emergency
landing as flyer dies

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI

A flight bound for Kuala
Lumpur made an emergen-
cy landing at the city airport
on Friday afternoon after a
41-year-old woman passen-
ger collapsed and died.

The flight had departed
from Muscat around 9 a.m.
During the course of the
journey, the woman report-
edly felt uneasy and fell un-
conscious. “There was no
doctor on board and it was
decided to land the flight at
Chennai airport to attend to
the passenger. Subsequent-
ly, the ATC [Air traffic con-
trol] was informed and the
flight reached the airport at

The flight had
departed from
Muscat around 9 a.m.
During the journev,
the woman
passenger reportedly
felt uneasy and

fell unconscious

2 p.m. However, the doctor
at the airport who exa-
mined her declared her
dead,” a source said.

The flight took off from
Chennai airport around
4.30 p.m. The body of the
passenger was shifted to the
Government Hospital in
Chromepet for a post-mor-
tem, he added.
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