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Mohol claims Purandar airport
to start ops from March 2029

Staff Reporter

PUNE

The final date for the probable
opening of the Purandar air-
port has been announced
The announcement was made
by Union Minister of State for
Civil  Aviation  Murlidhar
Mohol during a review meet-
ing chaired by Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis in Mumbai. In a post
on X (formerly Twitter),
Mohol also informed that the
obstacle limitation surface
(OLS) survey for the rumway
extension at Fune
International  Airport  in
Lohegaon has been com-
pleted, and land acquisition
for the project is likely o be
finalised in six months,

He stated that the land
acquisition  process  for
Purmandar Airport will begin
early, with the Detailed
Project Report (DPR) planned
to  be completed by
September 2025, and the air-
port set to become oper-
ational by March 2028, A
review meeting regarding the
development of aviation ser-
vices and airports in
Maharashtra was held at
‘Sahyadd” in Mumbai, under
the chairmanship of Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
The meeting aimed to discuss
the speeding up of the devel-
opment work of airports in
the state and enhance aviation

services. All the stakeholders,
including senier officials from
the Airports Authority of

India (AAlD, the Army,
Maharashtra Airports
Corporation, and various

other government boedies,
participated in the dis
cussions

Several key issues regard-
ing the airports in the state
were discussed during the
meeting. The first was the
timely completion of the Navi
Mumbai International
Airport, which is scheduled
for March 2025 It should be
noted that domestic flights are
planned to begin in March,
and internationnl Aights are
expected t©o commence in
April 2025,

By March 31, 2025, the re-
carpeting of Shirdi and
Nagpur airports is also
expected o be finished. The
development of Amravati
Airport, where a night land-
ing facility is being expedited,
was another topic of dis
cussion at the conference. By
July 2025, the biggest Flight
Training Organisation (FI'(Y)
in South Asin is also antici-
pated to be finished.

The meeting also discussed
the initiation of air services for
Solapur and the acquisition of
land for runway expansion at
Kolhapur Airport. The need
for starting the night landing
process at both Solapur and
Kolhapur airports was also

raised.

Mohol added, “There was a
positive update regarding the
construction of a new ter-
minal building at Jalgaon
Adrport and the land scquisi-
tion process for Purandar
Adrport. The Detailed Project
Report (DPR) for Purandar
Airport is expected to be
completed by September
2025, with the airport pro-

jected to be operational by

March 2029°

Furthermore, discussions
took place about acquiring
land for a new airport in
Gadchimli. There were also
positive conversations regand-
Ing the development and facil-
ities of Ratnagiri, Gondia,
Abply, and Sambhajinagar air-
ports. The meeting also
focused on immediate survevs
for potential water aem-
dromes in Pawana, Gangapur,
Khindsi, and other dams.

For Pune International
Airport, the OLS for rumwvay
expansion has been com-
pleted, and the land scquisi-
tion process is expected o be
completed in the next six
maonths Finally, a decision
regarding the proposed air-
port at Vadhan, located near
an international port, will be
taken soon.

The meeting also discussed
theinitiation of air services for
Solapur and the acquisition of
land for rumway expansion at
Kolhapur Airport



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MINT DELHI 9 JANUARY 2025

ADIA pours 6.3k cr
into GMR Group

ME Group has received 106,300 crore
G imvestment from Abu Dhabi's sovereign

swealth fund Abu Dhabi Investment
Authority (ADLA) and the funds will helpin
reducing the deb of promoter group entity
GMR Enterprises Py Lid (GEPL).

In October kst vear, the group had
announced secoring 16,300 crore debit
funding from the ADLA

GME Infra Enterprises Py Ltd (GIEPL) has
reveived the amount towards the allotment of
Optionally Convertible Debentures (O0C1s) on
7 January, sceording toa regulatory filing by
the company.

The company is awholly-owned subsidiary
afGEPL. a promoter groupentity controled by
(i, M. Hao GEPL s the promaoter of GME
Airports Lid (GAL).

GMHE Groupoperaies three airports in India

Dielhi, Hyderabad and Goa—and two airports
in the Philippines and Indonesia. PTI
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Mumbai Airport becomes first Indian
airport to attain ACI Level 5 accreditation

MUMBAL Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Alrport
{CSMIA) has achieved a signil-
icant milestone, becoming the
firgt Indian airport to receive
Level 5 accreditation from the
Airports Council International
{ACI) under its Airport Cus-
tomer Experience Accredita-
tion Programme. This places
CEMIA among an elite grow
of just three airporls “‘urhjp-
wide to reach this pinnacle of
recognition.

The accreditation reflects
the airports commitment Lo
enhancing passenger satisfac-
tion and operational excel-
lence. Jeet Adani, Director of
Adani Airport Holdings Lim-

ited (AAHL), described the
recognition as a lestament Lo
CSMIASs dedication to trans-
forming airport experiences
through innovative and cus-
tomer-centric practices,
CSMIAs approach com-
bines cutting-edge  design
thinking and a data-driven
focus o continually improve
services. By actively gather-
ing customer [eedback and
analysing satislaction scores,

the airport has successfully
addressed passenger néeds and
pain points. Key advancements
include increasing e-gates at
Terminal 2 from 24 to 68 — the
highest for any Indian airport
— and introducing the “aviio”
app to streamline collaboration
among stakeholders.
Passengers using the Digi-
Yatra and non-Digi¥atra plat-
forms have benefited [rom
smoother  journeys  and
rediced waiting times, thanks
to these innovations. The air-
ports  distinetive leatures
include the reimtroduction
of the “Pawfect” programme,
with comfort dogs stationed at
Terminal 2, offering travellers

a unique and heartwarming
experience.

CSMIAs  achievements
extend h::':,'und operations,
reflecting a broader ambition
to create a sustainable and
world-class travel hub. Man-
aged by Adani Airport Hold-
ings, CSMIA atms to develop
as Indias largest acrotropo-
lis, blrndinﬁ aviation with
commercial and residen-
tial infrastructure to support
urban grﬂwt]‘t.

As il sets new benchmarks
for airport  management,
CSMIA continues to redefine
passenger experiences, cement-
ing its status as a global leader
in the aviation sector. MPOST
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Security staff, rickshaw
drivers clash at airport

CISF Called InTo
Restore Order,
Complaints Filed

Times News NeTwork

Ahmedabad: A scuffle bro-
ke out late on Monday betwe-
en airport security officials
and autorickshaw drivers
outside the domestic arri-
vals terminal of the Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional (SVPI) airport in the
city. What began as argu-
ments around 10.30pm took
an ugly turn, leading to cha-
oticscenes that lasted nearly
anhour

The confrontation began
when the security officials
attempted to stop autoricks-
haw drivers and cab opera-
tors from so-

of passengers and stakehol-
ders continues to be our top
priority,” said an SVPI air-
port spokesperson.
According to sources, to
uting is a persistent issue at
the airport and oftenleads to
friction between security
personnel and cabbies and
autorickshaw drivers. The
security agencies hired by
the airport

liciting pas-

ROW OVER TOUTING

operator

SENEErs an
touting for business. Air-
port sources told TOI that so-
me of the drivers retaliated
by hurling abuses and sho-
ving the security personnel.

“In the late hours of Jan
6, 2025, touts and transport
providers created a ruckus
at the arrivals area of SVPI
airport, leading to physical
altercations and injuries.
The airport team is working
with the authoritiesto inves-
tigate and address the inci-
dent. Airport operations re-
main unaffected. The safety

promptly fi-
led a formal complaint aga-
inst the drivers at the SVPI
airport police station.

With the situation escala-
ting, the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) was
called in to restore order.

A ecab driver, Navin Har-
vani, also filed a counter-
complaint alleging that a se-
curity guard at the airport
hit him on his head with a pi-
pe, causing him to bleed
from his mouth. The compla-
int further stated that at le
ast five autorickshaw dri-

Authority seeks
anti-touting
regulations

he govts in Delhiand

Maharashtra introduced
anti-touting laws at least 10-15
years ago in their respective
states to curb the menace of
touting at the airports.
According to sources privy to
the development, “The
Ahmedabad airport authority
has already made six
representations beforethe
state govtin the past, seeking
an anti-touting law in Gujarat.
The issue hasalso been raised
repeatedly during the internal
committee meetings at the
airport,” a source said. Sources
told TOI that inthe absence of a
law in place to prevent such
touts from soliciting
passenagers, it is difficult for
police totake action. mw

vers were also attacked by
security personnel during
the altercation. The city air-
port operator has been
struggling to handle the me-
nace of touting and is see-
king stringent regulations
to prevent inconvenience to
passengers, sources said.

“Inthe past, four FIRs we-
re lodged by security agenci-
es in addition to 50 compla-
ints over the issue of tou-
ting,” a source said.
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Mount Ibu
erupts, flight
alert issued

JAKARTA, Jan 7: Mount
Ibu, located in Indonesia’s
eastern North Maluku prov-
ince, erupted on Tuesday,
prompting the Centre for
Volcanology and Geological
Hazard Mitigation to issue a
flight alert.

The volcano, situated in
West Halmahera regency, ex-
pelled a column of ash that
reached up to 3 km into the
sky, and the resulting brown
cloud drifted northwest of the
volcano,

Residents living on the
slopes of the mountain, as
well as tourists, have been
banned from entering a 4-km
radius around the crater Ad-
ditionally, the danger zone has
been extended to 5.5 km in
the northern areas. During
ashiall, communities engaging
in gutdoor activities are ad-
vised to wear face masks, sun-
glasses, and nose protectors.

To safeguard flights from
the risks associated with vol-
canic materials released dur-
ing the eruption, a Volcano
Observatory Notice for Avia-
tion haz been issued at the
orange level, which is the sec-
ond-highest warning.

The notice prohibits amcraft
from flying at altitudes within
5 km of the volcano, Pilots
must alzo be prepared for the
possibility of ash clouds that
could disrupt flights.

Mount Ibu, standing at a
height of 1,323 metres, is one
of the 127 active volcanoes in
Indonesia, Xinhua news agen-
cy reported.

The volcano had also erupt-
ed last week, prompting an
aviation warning, the coun-
try's Volcanology and Geolog-
ical Disaster Mitigation Cen-
tre had reported.

Residents living near the
slopes of the mountain were
prohibited from engaging in
any activities within a four-km
radius of the crater. - [ANS
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Aircraft delivery delays, regulatory
lapses dim Akasa Air’s growth

Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

In August 2023, when Akasa
Air celebrated its first an-
niversary, inducting its 20®
Boeing 737 Max aircraft, it
was among the fastest grow-
ing airlines in the world. The
skies looked clear for it to
soar as Go First had declared
insolvency a few months ago
and IndiGo was hamstrung
with aircraft engine issues.

But, 15 months on, Akasa
Air has hit a speed bump. A
series of regulatory lapses
has blemished its record.

“Akasa Air’s growth was
industry leading in the first
year of launch. Since then,
growth has slowed down,
with the airline adding only
six aircraft since August
2023. A lot of this is due to
the ongoing challenges at
Boeing due to a cap on as-
sembly of 737 MAX aircraft
imposed by the US Federal
Aviation Administration,”
said Ajay Awtaney, Editor,
LiveFromALounge.com, an
Indian aviation and loyalty-
focused website.

“Akasa Air had a tepid
2024 in terms of fleet addi-
tion and this meant it could
not make the most of avail-
able opportunities,” said
Ameya Joshi, founder of avi-
ation blog Network
Thoughts.

Akasa Air’s fleet was ex-
pected to grow to 40 aircraft
by March 2025. Now, it is
projected to reach 28.

According to aviation ana-
lytics firm Cirium, Akasa Air
is scheduled to operate
around 138 flights daily in
January, a 20 per cent year-
on-year increase in frequen-
cies. It currently operates to
27 destinations in India and
overseas.

Capacity measured on
available seat kilometre basis
is higher by 58 per cent in the
same period due to increased
aircraft utilisation and the
launch of international
routes.

“We are dedicated to

gl i

TURBULENT TIMES. Akasa Air’s fleet was expected to grow
to 40 aircraft by March 2025. Now, it is projected to reach 28 en

maintaining our position as
India’s most on-time airline
and our focus on reliability
and service excellence; em-
ployee centricity will remain
a cornerstone of our strategy
as we redefine the travel ex-
perience for travellers across
India and beyond,” Akasa Air
CEO Vinay Dube said in a
statement.

STRONG LEADERSHIP
On Tuesday, the airline des-
ignated Belson Coutinho as
its Chief Operating Officer.
Coutinho, one of the co-
founders of the airline,
headed the marketing and
experience function until
now.

In the new role, he will be
responsible for in-flight ser-
vices, airport services, main-
tenance and flight opera-
tions, among other
functions. The appointment
comes in the backdrop of
regulatory action against the
airline for safety lapses and
service deficiencies.

Late last month, the Dir-
ectorate General of Civil Avi-
ation suspended the airline’s
Director of Training and Op-
erations for lapses in train-
ing. A %10 lakh penalty was
imposed for not compensat-
ing passengers after a
‘denied boarding’ incident.

The airline’s pilots too
have complained of favourit-
ism and bias by senior man-
agement and have asked for
an independent probe into
management practices and
safety standards.

“Safety lapses or viola-
tions happen in airlines
around the world. There are

laid down procedures to ad-
dress them. But when lapses
happen repeatedly, it is a
worrying trend,” said an avi-
ation source. He added that
the senior management
needs to engage a lot more
with the pilots.

Safety is of utmost im-
portance, the airline said last
week. It did not comment on
businessline’s queries on
training and regulatory
issues.

PILOT-PLANE RATIO
Pilots often complain of be-
ing overworked and stressed.
In Akasa Air, the reverse
could be said to be true for a
large section of pilots.

The airline accelerated its
hiring after August 2023
after 40 pilots quit overnight.
While Akasa operates Boeing
737 Max planes, it hired even
those who flew other types of
aircraft. While transition
from one aircraft type to an-
other entails elaborate train-
ing, a shortage of instructors
and examiners slowed down
the process. While Akasa Air
has now increased the num-
ber of examiners on its rolls
to seven and is releasing
trainee pilots for active fly-
ing duties, there is still un-
ease. Akasa Air is paying all
such trainee pilots full salary.
It also has a mentor pro-
gramme for guidance and is
updating them about course
completion.

However, there is concern
among Akasa Air pilots as
their colleagues in other air-
lines have already begun
clocking hours while they sit
idle.
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Govtmay mandate
airlines share weather

datawith Met dept

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 8 January

The government is planning
to make it mandatory for
domestic airlines to share
weather data captured by air-
craft during takeoffand land-
ing with the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) , which senior officials
say will significantly enhance
forecasting capabilities.

M Ravichandran, secre-
tary in the Union Ministry of
Earth Sciences, told PTTthat
his ministry had been in dis-
cussions with the civil avia-
tion ministry on the matter,

and wind wherever pos-
sible,” he said.

Vertical weather observa-
tions (obtained from aircraft
and weather balloons) are
more important than ground
observations because they
provide a complete picture
of the atmosphere, not just
what is happening at the sur-
face, Ravichandran said.

Weather systems such as
storms form and evolve in
the atmosphere, where tem-
perature, humidity and wind
conditions at different alti-
tudes play a key role, he said.

The IMD launches

weather balloons from

and providing 50-60 stations to
weather data = collect critical
would be 1 data on tem-
“made man- “a . perature,
datory  for E 3 humidity
domestic air- and wind
lines within at various
ayear”. altitudes.
“It has to Aircraft
be man- also record
datory... It will weather data
not only be very during takeoff
useful for airline and landing.
operations but Aircraft provide This data is
also for weather weather transmitted
forecasts every- observations using to the ground
where,” he said. sensors and in real-time
Aircraft pro- instruments and inte-
vide weather installed on the grated into
observations plane forecasting
usingsensors and models.

instruments installed on the
plane, which are typically
part of onboard systems col-
lectively referred to as
Aircraft Meteorological Data
Relay (AMDAR) or other
advanced systems.

The earth sciences mini-
stry secretary said weather
forecasts depended largely
on the number of observa-
tions collected.

“The more observations
we have, the better our pre-
dictions can be. It is similar
to an exit poll — if you
gather data from more
places, you will get a clearer
picture. In the same way, we
aim to collect information
on temperature, humidity,

Unlike the limited number
of weather balloons, thou-
sands of aircraft can relay
data.

Ravichandran said all
aircraft operating on inter-
national routes provided
weather data because it was
required by law.

However, not all domes-
tic airlines do so as it is not
mandatory for them.

He said many countries
had made it mandatory for
their airlines to provide this
data and India needed to
have a similar mechanism.

“The aircraft are already
gathering the data. It would
be a different issue if they
were not doing so,” he said.
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Govtorders airlines

to share weather
datawith IMD

—
TeerihackfverminL com
NEW DELHI

he government is plan-
T nimgz to make it manda-
toiry for domestic aidines
tovsture wesit her douta capiured
by mircraft during talaeoffs and
landings with the weather
aoffice, which could bead tosig-
nificantly better forecasts.
Currently, the India Meteor
ological Department (1M1}
launches weather balloons
from 50-G0 stations o colleo
critical dati on lemperature,
humidity and wind speed at

various altitudes. which form
crucial inputs forweather fore
casting models.

These inpuis could increase
exponentially as the country
recortds mone thien 6000 take
offs and landings by domestic
airlines at various airporis
everyday.

M. Ravichandran, secretary
i the Union ministry of earth
sriemors, said that bis ministry
had been i discussions with
the civil aviation ministry on
the matter, and providing
weather daia

|

IMD [auniches weather balloons
to collect temperature data. ar

better localized predictions.

“The more ohservations we
have, the betterour predictions
can be. It is similar to an exi
poll—if vou gather data from
more places, you will get a
clearer picture. In the sime
wary, wer aim tovonllect informa
tion on temperatune, hmidity,
and wind wherever possille”
hesaid.

Vertical weather observa
tions (obtained from aircraft
and weat her balloons) are mone
important than ground obser

vations because

would be “made  With new airports  they provide a

mandatory  for coming complete pictirs
domestic airlines MDD could have  ©f the atmos
withina year™. access to data phiere, Dol just

“It has 1o be from a wide i is happening

mandatory. [t
will not only be

geographical

at the surface,
Havichandran

very useful forair region s,

line  operations E= Weather sys

but also for
weather forecastsevervwhens,”
he said. Ravichandran said

tems such as
storms form and evolve in the
atmosphere, where lempera

weather forecasts depended | ture, homidity and wind conds
larpely onthe numberofobser- | Gons ot different aliiudes play
vations codlected. a key role, he said.

He saidd that with new air Abreraft also record weather

ports coming wp in different
paris of the country, the
weather office could have
acvrss okt fromm awidder peor
graphical region, leading to

dlata during takeofls and and
s, Thiss lata i brooreamit bedd bo
the pround in real-time and
integnited into forecasting

miodeds.
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Capital continues to shiver under cold wave
and foggy conditions; 200 flights delayed

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ NewDelhi

A thick layer of fog blanketed
the national capital and neigh
bouring areas on Wednesday
morning asNorth India contin-
ued to reel under a cold
wave. Visibility was sig-
nificantly reduced at &8
alrports across the re [
glon, disrupting Might 8§
services, At New Del- [N
hi's Indira Gandhi In- -
ter natlonal A lrport (1G1),
200 flights were delaved,
and four were cancelled.
Meanwhile, the Indla Mete-
orological Department s (IMD)
seven-day forecast indicates
that from Wednesday, the mini-
mum temperature will start

dipping and by Friday, it is ex-
pected to drop to Sdegrees Cel-
sius. Anticipating dense to
very dense fog conditions, the
weather department Issued an
orange alert for Delhi on
Wednesday and a yellow
alert for Thursday and
, Friday

- In the past 24 hours,
the maximum temper-
ature in Delhi was re-
corded at 16.2, which is
2.8 degress below nor-
mal, and the minimuom tem-
perature was 7.4, which was 5

degrees above normal.
Meanwhile, the Delhi A
port, already reeling under fog,
will see further disruption
starting January 19 as a NO-

TAM (MNotice to Airmen) has

been issued for closure of air ﬁmﬁ
space over Delhi fram 10:20 am

to 12:45 pm from January 19 o The Delhi

26. This is for practice, dress Alrport, already
rehearsal and the actual Re.  eeling under
public Day parade This is for  fog, will see
practice, dress rehearsal and  further
theactual R-Day parade, anan-  disruption
nual celebration that includes  starting

a parade, NDypast and display of
culture and military hardware

Jamvary19 as a
NOTAM

along Kartavya Path. The clo-  (Moticeto
sure will start on January 19 Airmen) has
and will remain enforced till  been ksued for
Republic Day. closure of

The impact is not restricted to  alrspace over
domestic Mights, with thesched-  Dethi from 10:20
ule showing an effect on flights am to12:45pm
from Toronto, Washington, and  from January 19
Colombao, amon g others, to 26.
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Airlines may have to share
weather data with IMD

JITENDRA CHOUBEY @ Maw Delh

THE government 15 consider-
ing making it mandatory for
demestic airlines to share real-
time weather datn collecied
during take-off and land ing
with the [ndia Meteorological
Departmont (IMD) to snhanes
high weather forecast efficien-
ey capabilities

However, domestic aidines
mav be unwilling to agres as it
may increase the operational
costs of airlines and gir ports.

Currently, it is optional for
domestic airlines to provide
real-time weather-related data
to the concerned alrport au-
thorities. However, the law re-
guires all major inter nat ional
airlines operating on interna-
tional routes to provide weath-
er-related data to airport au-
thorities regularly

Weather forecasts depend on
the number of observations
made in a region. Currently,
the IMD Inunches weather bal-
loons from over 60 locations to
collect eritical data on tem pera-
ture, humidity and wind speed
at varlous altltudes.

“There are over a hundred
operational airports and over
three thousand daily domest ic
flights which can relay data in

AT A GLANCE

® Instruments Wi the Airraft
Metosrolagical Data Relay [AMOAR)
couAd be instalied on akngaft

& Utikis exditing onboard tensors,
and systams to collect, process, and
iransmil weather data

= Aircrafts can provide data from
remate areas where IMD's balkoons
don’t neach, sch &3 otean of ses

& “Some |ndian Airlines do provide
wedther data when they [ty on
international noutes, which is relyed
10 MD Tor analysie”

real-time that can significantly
increase forecast precision of
the IMD." M Ravichandran,
Secretary in the Union Minis-
iry af Earth Sciences, told this
newspaper

He said the Earth Sciences
ministry was in discussion
with the civil aviation ministry
on the matter, and providing
weather data would be “made
mandatory for domestic air-
lines within a year"

“In Indin, some Indis-based
alrlines do provide weather
datan when they fly on interna-
tional routes, bul not all ™ said
Ravichandran. “Like British
Adrways, when it lands at Delhi

Alrport, it submits data to the
airport authority, which is re-
layed to TMD for analysis.”

However, relaving real-time
weather data would be a costly
affair. Airlines cannot do so
without frst agreelng to a O-
nanclal mechanism. Other-
wise, the cost may be trans-
ferred to consumers.

Instruments like the Alrcraft
Meteorological Data Relay
{AMDAR) or other advanced
aystems could be installed on
aircraft. This system predomi-
nantly utilises existing onbosard
sensors, computers and com-
munications systems to collect,
process, format and transm it
meteorological data,

One of the major advaniages
I5s that aircrafts can provide a
large amount of data from re-
mote areas where IMD's bal-
loons don't reach, such as the
OORAN OF SeAS,

However, relaylng real-tlme
weather data would be a costly
affair “The major roadblock to
this operation is cost,” a senior
officer at the Minlstry af Civil
Aviation said.

The information relayed o
ground stations via satellite or
radiolinks includes air temper
ature, wind. turbulence and
other required information.

9 JANUARY 2025
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Akasa Air appoints Belson
Coutinho as CO0 amid ris-
ing competition:Low-cost
carrier Akasa Air on Tuesday
said it has appointed Belson
Coutinho as its Chief Operat-
ing Officer (CO0). Coutinho
will lead Akasa Air’ s crucial
operational functions,
responsible for inflight serv-
ices, airport services, mainte-
nance and engineering, flight
operations and operational
excellence, among others.
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Chilly Nights & Dense
Fog Likely To Continue

150 Flights Delayed, AQI May Worsen Again

Photo: Rajesh Mehta
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Thursday and Friday
> Light rain likely on Saturday

» Possibility of very light rain or
drizzle on Saturday

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Brace for colder
nights and foggy mornings in
Delhi in the next two days. Ac-
cording to India Meteorologi-
cal Department, the minimum
temperature is likely to dip
further while the dense fog
condition may continue. The
city is likely to receive light ra-
induring the weekend.

The minimum temperatu-
reon Wednesday was 7.4degre-
es Celsius, 0.5 degrees above
normal. It was 3.1 degrees lo-
wer than Tuesday’s minimum
temperature, Asitwasasunny
day, the maximum temperatu-
re rose to 21.5 degrees Celsius,
three degrees above normal,
compared to 16.2 degrees Celsi-
us aday earlier.

According to IMD, the visi-
bility at Palam dropped to 50
metres at 12 am on Wednesday,
which started improving from
1am and touched 500 metres at
2.30 am. However, it started de-
teriorating again and became
zeroat5.30 pm, which again im-
proved to 100 metres at 6.30 am.
The visibility rose to 500 met-

res at 8.30 am. “Thus, Palam
witnessed minimum visibility
at 50 metres twice. Winds were
westerly at 5-7 kmph througho-
utthe night,” said an official.

Ovwer 150 flights were delay-

ed at IGI Airport on Wednes-
day, according to FlightRa-
dar24. However, an airport offi-
cial said no flight was diverted
or cancelled due to low visibili-
ty, and some flights were im-
pacted due to weather condi-
tions at other airports.

At Safdarjung, which is the
city’s basestation, the minimum
visibility was recorded at 100
metres from11.30 pm to 2.30 am.

IMD classifies the intensity
of fog in terms of visibility.
When the visibility is under 50
metres, it is classified as very
dense fog. Visibility between
50-200 metres 1s dense fog, bet-
ween 200-500 metres is modera-
te fog, and between 500-1,000
metres is shallow fog.

The minimum temperature
may dip further to 6 degrees
Celsius on Thursday and Fri-
day. The Met department has
placed an orange alert (be pre-
pared to take action) for dense

fog at most places and very den-
se fog at isolated places for
Thursday. A yellow alert (be
aware) for dense fog at most pla-
ces has been issued for Friday.

“Due to clear skies and coo-
ler north-westerly winds, the
minimum temperature may
dip further in the next two da-
ys,” said a Met official.

Under the influence of a
western disturbance, Delhi
may also see light rain activity
during the weekend. “Light ra-
in or a thunderstorm is likely
on Saturday However, there
are chances of very light rain
or drizzle on Sunday,” the offi-
cial added.

Delhi’s air quality, mean-
while, remained in the poor ca-
tegory with an AQI of 297 com-
pared with 296 a day earlier. Ho-
wever, most stations in the city
were in the very poor range
throughout theday. Air Quality
Early Warning System for Del-
hi, which is the forecasting bo-
dy under the union ministry of
earth sciences, has predicted
that the overall air quality is
likely to deteriorate to very po-
or from Thursday to Saturday.
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