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N'bad airport delay:
Centre blames TG

NARENDER

PULLOOR | DC
NIZAMABAD, DEC.6

Union minister for state
for civil aviation Mur-
alidhar Mohol on Friday
said in the Lok Sabha that
no proposal was received
from the Telangana gov-
ernment to set up a green-
field airport at Jakranpa-
Iy in Nizamabad district.

Replying to a question
raised by Nizamabad
BJP MP
Dharmapuri
Arvind in the Lok
Sabha, Mohol
said that the
Ajrport Authority
of India (AAI) had
conducted a pre-eligibili-
ty study at six places in
Telangana state.

Sites for brownfield air-
ports in Warangal, Adila-
bad and the greenfield
airport at Jakranpally in
Nizamabad district had
been identified, Mohol
said. For the new air-
ports, obstacle limitation
services (OLS) surveys
should be conducted and
the consent of Union civil
aviation ministry and
other regulatory and

statutory bodies must be
secured, he said.

“The Airport Authority
of India has suggested to
the state government to
get permissions from the
authorities,” he said.

Meanwhile, Arvind met
Union civil aviation min-
ister K. Rammohan
Naidu in New Delhi and
inquired over the delay in
granting permission for
the new airports. If the

state government
takes up and com-
pletes the OLS sur-
vey, the airport
works will begin,
the MP said. The
state government
should immediately
react to proposals for the
Jakranpally airport, he
added. Former Chief
Minister K. Chandras-
hekar Rao and incumbent
Chief Minister Al
Revanth Reddy had neg-
lected the OLS survey
Arvind MP alleged.

He said that TPCC presi-
dent B. Mahesh Kumar
Goud, Congress MLAs P
Sudarshan Reddy, R.
Bhupathi Reddy should
take initiative for the new

airport



AN
W A== wifdeswo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES

PATNA

AAI chief pushes for
completion of Patna
airport by Jan. 2025

HT Correspondent
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Chairman of the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI),
Vipin Kumar has asked the
agencies engaged in the con-
struction of the new terminal
building of the Jayaprakash
Narayan International airport
in Patna to complete the reno-
vation work by January 2025,
according to a press release
issued on Friday.

Kumar, who on Friday
inspected the project, also
directed the airport director
Uma Shankar to ensure seam-
less co-ordination with state
authorities and regulatory bod-
ies, including the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS), for all
mandatory approvals required
to meet the project deadlines,
prior to commissioning of the
new terminal.

THIS EXPANSION OF
AIRPORT WILL
ALSO BOOST THE
AIRPORT'S
CAPACITY FROM 3
MILLIONTO 10
MILLION
PASSENGERS
ANNUALLY.

Senior officers from the AAL
including Sharad Kumar, mem-
ber (operations), Anil Kumar
Gupta, member (planning),
accompanied Kumar during his
inspection.

The master plan for the
expansion of Patna airport is
estimated to cost Rs 1216.90
crore, which includes develop-
ment of new terminal building,
multi-level car parking facility
and parking bays.

With a built-up area of 65,155
sqm, the new world-class termi-
nal building will cater to 3,000
passengers during peak hours.
This expansion will also boost
the airport’s capacity from 3
million to 10 million passengers
annually. The construction of
the new terminal building will
include six new additional air-
craft parking bays, increasing
the number from the present
five to 1L

The new terminal is equipped
with state-of-the-art passenger
facilities, including 54 checks in
counters, five passengers board-
ing bridges, commonly referred
to as aerobridges, five conveyor
belts, and eight in-line X-ray
baggage inspection system
machines, which allows for
quick transit of passenger inside
terminals. The design of this
Griha IV- star rated new termi-
nal building is inspired by the
Nalanda ruins and the interiors
will be adorned with Madhub-
ani paintings.

7 DECEMBER 2024
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AAl Chairmuan visits Patna
Airport Terminal Building

Vipin Kumar, Chairman, Airports Authority of
India visited Patna Airport on 6th December
2024, to review the ongoing works of the New
Terminal Building. He inspected the entire
project thoroughly along with Dr.Sharad
Kumnar, Member (Operations), AAL Sh. Anil
Kumar Gupta, Member (Planning), AAl and the
team of engineers at the site. Chairman, AAI
during his review, gave instruction to the
agencies and engineers at site to expedite
and complete all remaining works, so as to
make the airport ready by January 2025.
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CISF launches quality control unit to
improve aviation security at airports

NARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: In a step to
raise safety levels in aviation,
CISF set up an Internal Qual-
ity Control Unit (IQCU) to
monitor and heighten secu-
rity standards at all of India’s
68 airports.

The IQCU is an integrated
part of the Aviation Security
Control Centre (ASCC) inau-
gurated by Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah on July 22, 2023.
The ASCC will be equipped
with state-of-the-art com-

ponents such as the Incident
Management Centre, Aviation
Research and Data Centre, and
Centralised Communication
Control Centre, which will
closely work with the IQCU
to overcome emerging secu-
rity challenges and develop the
overall security infrastructure
at Indian airports. Importantly,
this system will also extend its
coverage to airports under the
Regional Connectivity Scheme
(UDAAN), ensuring compre-
hensive security across the avia-
tion sector.

The IQCU will be headed by
the senior CISF officer, which
will comprise the national andi-
tors and field-experienced per-
sonnel along with the certified
AVSEC trainers. The special-
ised team will focus on ensur-
ing standardisation of security
operations, conducting internal
audits with the recommenda-
tion of technological upgrada-
tion based on international best
practice and field trials. It shall
also monitor, review, as well
as update security procedures
relating to guidelines issued by

the International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAQ), BCAS,
and NCASQCE

More enhanced performance
efficiency will come through
evaluating feedback from ASGs
set up at the airports them-
selves, identifying and closing
down operational gaps through
corrective steps. Maintaining
high levels of quality control
will seek to achieve consistency
in practices and enhance over-
all performance along with
increased use of technological
services.
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Crispy peach takes on new high:
ganja worth 3L.2cr selzed at KIA

Hithya.Mandyam
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: The unassu-
ming “crispy peach” snack
packets were the centrepiece
of a major drug bust at Kem-
pegowda International Air-
port when customs officials
opened them tofind 12.5kg of
high-quality hydroponic
ganjaworthover Rs1.2crore.

In a 24-hour operation,
three Indian passengers ar-
riving from Bangkok on two
IndiGo and one Thai Airwa-
ys flights were caught with
the contraband cleverly con-
cealed in snack packets, la-
belled “coconut crisps” and
“erispy peach”.

Acting on passenger pro-
filing, officials detained the
suspects and carried out ex-
tensive inspections. “*While
the three individuals are not
linked toeach other. theiden-

NOT SNACKABLE: Customs
officials found 12.5kg of high-
quality hydroponic ganja

tical modus operandi sug-
gests acommon supplier,” an
airport source said.

The first seizure occur-
red on the night of Nov 30,
when a passenger on an Indi-
Goflight was found carrving
4kg of ganja ink snack pack-
ets, Hours later, another pas-
senger from a different Indi-
Go flight was caught with

6ke of ganja. The next mor-
ning, a third individual arri-
vingona Thai Airwaysflight
wasapprehended with 2.5kg.

The seized ganja, termed
hydroponic, is grown in wa-
ter-based labs with added
nutrients, making it a high-
quality and expensive pro-
duct, valued at Rs 10 lakh per
kg. Authorities are vet to de-
termine whether the drugs
were intended for distribu-
tion within Bengaluru or
other destinations. “In such
cases, accomplices usually
wait outside the airport to
collect packages for distribu-
tion,” the source added.

The three passengers we-
re booked under Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDFS) Act and
remanded in judicial custo-
dy for 15 days. Probe is on to
identify the supplier and dis-
mantle the network.
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FIRs filed as Mumbai int’l
airport receives 2 hoax
bomb threats in 4 days

Mumbai: In two separate cases recently, the
Mumbai international airport received bomb
threats which were later found to be hoax. Sahar
Police have registered two separate FIRs.

In thefirst case on Nov 30, a phone call was re-
ceived at a helpline run by the airport contact
centreof joint control. The caller spoke in Hindi.
After ensuring that he had the female assistant
manager’s attention, he said there was a time
bomb. He disconnected the call without provi-
ding any details, The information was immedia-
tely conveved tovarioussecurity departments of
MIAL (Mumbai International Airport Ltd). Ina
meeting taken at 5.20pm, it was concluded that
the threat was non-specific in nature. An offence
was registered by Sahar Police,

The second incident was reported on Dec 3.
MIAL's quality and customerexperience section
received an email which said, “Us KNR will
bomb vour airport.” The mail further said, *We
have people with bombs on your planes; the
bombs will gooff inanhour:” Anoffence wasaga-
in registered by the Sahar Police, taw
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CISF sets up body to add new tech,
standardise procedures at airports

Trisune News SERVICE

NEWDELI, DECEMBER 7
The Central Industral Secu-
rity Force (CISF) - tasked
with securing airports in
Indm - has noorporated a
new body that will look at lat-
est technology and have stan-
damdised procedures across
all 68 airports ofthe country,

The CISF said that the new
Internal Quality Caontrol
Unit (IQCU) has been set up
for CISF's Aviation Security
Group (ASG) that is
deployed ot 68 airports
neross Indin. It will play a
crucinl role in establishing
world-dass seaurity proce-
dures and technology

This initiative is in compli-
ance with the National Givil
Aviation Secunty Quality
Contml  Programme-2024,
which was issued by the
Bureau of Civil Awviation
Security (BCAS) and the Air-
craft Secunty Rules-2023.

CISF personnel examine luggage at the airport in Ranchi. ALe moTo

The IQCU shall be a part of
the Aviation Securty Control
Centre (ASCC), which was
maugurated by Home Mini sier

Amit Shah on July 22 last year:

The ASCC, with its advanced
components  fike  incident
management centre, Aviation
Research and Data Centre,
and centralised communics-

tion contral centre, will work in
tandem with the IQCL o meet
the cument challenges and
enhance the overall sscurty of
Indian arports.

This system will also cover
pirports under Regional
Connectivity Scheme
(UDAAN), The IQCU will be
led by a senior CISF officer
and a team of certified avia-
tion security instructors,
national auditors and expe-
rienced personnel,

It will standardise proce-
dures to ensure uniformity in
security procedures across all
airports through training and
evaluation methods It will
also recommend the adop-
tion of new technolopies
based on field trisls and best
global practices,

The body will further con-
duet nternal inspections and
audits based on puidelines to
evaliate security operations
and implement corrective
measures, & will monitor,
review and update security
protocols to meet established
standards, and ensure compli-
anee, technology effectiveness
and operational efficency.
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Murmu lays foundation stones
for 3 rail lines, dll‘p()l’t in Odisha

TrisuNE NEws SERVICE

NEW DELII, DECEMBER T
President Droupadi Murmmi
on Saturday lnid the fournda-
tion stones for several infra-
structure projects in Odisha,
induding three rail lines —
Bangin posi-Gorumahisani,
Buramara-Chakulia and
Badampahar- Kendujhargarh
— the Tribal Research and
Development Centre. Dand-
bose Atrport, and a new build-
ing for the sub-divisional hos-
pital in Rafrangpur

Murrmu said, T have abways
been proud 1o be adaughterof
this land. Despite my respon-
sililities and busy schedules, 1
hove never been distanced
from my birthplce or its peo-
ple. The Iove of the people
here continues to dmaw me
towards them and my
thoughts and work are abvays
with my motherland.”

Highlighted the signifi-
cance of the prmojects for the
region, the President said, <1
am confident that these rail

Railways Minister Ashwir 'u'msmaf.' presents a memento to
President Droupadi Murmu in Odisha's Mayurbhan| district. F1

projects and the airport will
boost transportation, business
and trade in the region. The
new hospital building, with a
100-bed facility, will provide
improved health services to
the local community”

She further announced that
maore than 100 new Eklvya
Muodel Residential Schools
are being sel up acmoss
Odisha, including 23 in
Mayurbhanj district.

“These sehools will provide
gquality education to tribal
children, and I am confident
that they will contribute sig-
nificantly to the progress of
society and the nation once
they are educated,” the Presi
dent suid. She also stressed
that Odisha was benefiting
from the government’s Pur-
vodaya vision, which aims to
accelerate the development of
Eastern India
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Air turbulence from a storm can start earlier than you expect

This is your captain
speaking: You may
need to buckle those
seatbelts a lot sooner
than you’re used to

KATHERINE KORMEI

RATTLED NERVES AND spilled drinks are
the mostcommon outcomes of achoppy
flight but intense air turbulence canalso
cause bodily harm. And while one well-
known cause of air turbulence is thun-
derstorms, it's poorly understood how far
from a tempest shaky conditions are
likely to persist. To answer that question,
researchers recently analysed millions of
measurements of air turbulence col-
lected by commercial aircraft. The team
found that a heightened risk of a jarring
flight extended more than 55 milesaway
from a thunderstorm, which is roughly
three times the storm-avoidance dis-

tance currently recommended by the
Federal Aviation Administration. These
findings, published this month in The
Bulletin of the American Meteorological
Society, could inform new guidelines for
storm avoidance, the researchers sug-
gest. Pilots and dispatch crews on the
ground have long kept an eye trained on
the weather. "The links between meteo-
rology and aviation go way, way back,"
said Stacey Hitchcock, an atmospheric
scientist at the University of Oklahoma
in Norman.

Thunderstorms are of particularcon-
cern to pilots. "You get really rapid
changes in vertical and horizontal
motion over short distances,” Hitchcock
said. Those chaotic motions - which can
also be caused by jet stream winds and air
moving around obstacles like mountains
— can cause aircraft to go up and down,
creating the tumultuous sensation that's
all too familiar to many fliers.

In the past, daredevil pilots played a
keyrole in revealing how aircraft experi-
ence turbulence near thunderstorms: A
fleet of five P-61C Black Widow aircraft
repeatedly flew through thunderstorms

above Florida and Ohiointhe 19405."No

storm was to be avoided because it
appeared too large or too violent,"asenior
analyst for that endeavour, the Thunder-
storm Project, later said at a meeting of

the National Weather Association. Today,
however, scientists have access to troves
of air turbulence data."Almost all com-
mercial aircraft now are collecting some
form of turbulence data," said Todd Lane,

an atmospheric scientist at the Univer-
sity of Melbourne in Australia who was
involved in the new research. Hitchcock
and her collaborators analysed roughly
200 million such measurements made
over United States airspace from 2009 to
2017.The team focused on the eddy dis-
sipation rate, a metric related to the ver-
tical acceleration experienced by aplane
and its occupants.

Next, the team mined archival radar
data to calculate the locations of thun-
derstorms. By comparing the positions of
airplanes and thunderstorms in three-
dimensional space, the researchers
determined how the relative risk of expe-
riencing light, moderate and severe tur-
bulence changed based on the distance
from a thunderstorm.

As expected, Hitchcock and her col-
leagues found that turbulence was much
more likely when an airplane was neara
thunderstorm. Flyingwithin about three
miles of a thunderstorm increased a
flight's risk of experiencing severe tur-
bulence by nearlya factorof 20, the team
determined. However, severe turbulence
is also exceedingly rare: A plane would

have to fly for seven days straight just to
experience one minute of it, on average.
Andthesphereof influence of athun-
derstorm extended to significant dis-
tances, the researchers showed."You can
even go as far as 50, 60, 70 kilometres
from a storm and still have double the
risk of turbulence” Lane said. Overall, the
team found that the risk of experiencing
light, moderate or severe turbulence
remained above background levelsup to
55 miles away from a thunderstorm.
Current FAA guidelines for storm
avoidance dictate that pilots maintaina
horizontal distance of at least 20 miles
away from a thunderstorm. The new
findings could play a role in the revision
of those guidelines."l am having conver-
sations with folks at the FAA" Hitchcock
said. But giving storms a wider berth
wiould mean more rerouting of aircraft,
which is no small feat in crowded air-
space, said Mohamed Foudad, a turbu-
lence researcher at the University of
Reading in England who was not
involved in the research. "1t will be com-
plicated to put more restrictionson these
guidelines.” —NYT
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Spicelet to
hold AGM
on De_c 30

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, December 7

SPICEJET WILL HOLD its
annual general meeting for the
2023-24 financial year on

December 30.
At the meeting, the airline
will seek shareholders'

approval for increasing the
authorised share capital to
infuse fresh share capital,
according toaregulatory filing
on Saturday.

Approvals will also be
sought for the re-appointment
of Ajay Singh as a director,
appointment of Sonum Gaya-
tri Malhotra as an indepen-
dent director and for adopting
audited financial statements
forthe 2023-24 fiscal year.

The meetingwillbe held on
December 30.

Currently, the company’s
authorised share capital is
£15,000,000,000.
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Airlines prep to minimise delays ahead of foggy days

Daanish Anand

daanish.anand@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Passengers travel-
ling through India’s airports dur-
ing the challenging fog season
can expect improved operations
this year as airlines and airports
prepare early to minimise delays
and cancellations, according to
two people aware of the matter.

While airlines such as IndiGo,
Adr India and SpiceJet have sta-
tioned their category-IIl or CAT
IlI-enabled aircraft which can
operate in low visibility in north-
ern India, Delhi airport has
chalked out plans to improve

passenger experience during
flight disruptions.

Passengers on flights that see
delays of over three hours will be
deboarded, addressing one of the
biggest frustrations of passen-
gers stuck in delayed aircraft. In
April, the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) had asked
airlines, airports and security
agencies to return passengers to
the terminal in case of long
delays. Every year, from Decem-
ber to February, thousands of
flights are impacted by fog. In
January 2024 alone, over 400
flights were delayed, with many
being cancelled or diverted due
to dense fog.

DELHI AIRPORT
HAS CHALKED OUT
PLANS TO IMPROVE
PASSENGER
EXPERIENCE
DURING FLIGHT
DISRUPTIONS

On November 29, aviation
minister Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu reviewed the situation
and directed officials to ensure
real-time coordination between
air traffic control, airlines,
ground handlers and airport
operators to maintain seamless

operations. They were directed
to cancel flights if the delay
exceeds three hours, and proact-
ively inform passengers about
potential delays or cancella-
tions. The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) estab-
lished the period between 10
December and 10 February as
the fog window. During this
period, airlines are mandated to
deploy pilots and aircraft trained
in Category III (CAT-III) instru-
ment landing systems (ILS),
especially at airports in North
India. These trained pilots can
safely land aircraft in low-visibil-
ity conditions, which can range
from zero visibility to 175 meters.

Only six airports in India have
CAT-ITILS; Delhi, Lucknow, Jai-
pur, Amritsar, Bengaluru, and
Kolkata. Delhi Airport, the larg-
estin the country, has four oper-
ational runways, three of which
are CAT-III landing compliant.

India’s largest airline in terms
of fleet size and market share,
IndiGo, said that it has taken sev-
eral measures to mitigate fog-re-
lated disruptions. “The airline
also said that the team of mete-
orologists are also in close coor-
dination with Operations Con-
trol Center actively monitor real-
time visibility,” an IndiGo
executive said on the condition
of anonymity.
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{ MY INDIA } NOSE GEAR JAMMED

Bihar guv switches
airline after glitch

e e nciat
Bihar governor Rajendra Arlekar was forced to
switch to a different flight after the nose gear of the
IndiGo flight he was on board, from Goa to Delhi,
jammed. The incident took place on Friday
afternoon, when flight no. 6E 6193 had pushed back
and started to taxi. An airport official said that
Arlekar, who was accompanied by this team, chose to
fly an Airindia flight which was immediately
available. “The airline [IndiGo] did not offer water ar
food,” a passenger said. HT reached out to IndiGo,
which did not respond to gueries. HTC
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Airlines prep to minimise
delays ahead of foggy days

Daanish Anand

daanish.anand@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Passengers travel-
ling through India’s airports dur-
ing the challenging fog season
can expect improved operations
this year as airlines and airports
prepare early to minimise delays
and cancellations, according to
two people aware of the matter.

While airlines such as IndiGo,
Air India and Spicelet have sta-
tioned their category-IIl or CAT
Ill-enabled aircraft which can
operate in low visibility along
with their crews in northern
India, Delhi airport has chalked
out plans to improve passenger
experience during flight disrup-
tions.

Passengers on flights that see
delays of over three hours will be
deboarded, addressing one of the
biggest frustrations of passen-
gers stuck in delayed aircraft. In
April, the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) had asked
airlines, airports and security
agencies to return passengers to
the terminal in case of long
delays.

Every year, from December to
February, thousands of flights
are impacted by fog. In January
2024 alone, over 400 flights were
delayed, with many being can-
celled or diverted due to dense
fog.
On 29 November, aviation
minister Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu reviewed the situation
and directed officials to ensure

Everyyear, from Decto Feb, a
number of flights are impacted
by fog in north India. |

real-time coordination between
air traffic control, airlines,
ground handlers and airport
operators to maintain seamless
operations. Airlines were
directed to cancel flights if the
delay exceeds three hours, and
proactively inform passengers
about potential delays or cancel-
lations.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) estab-
lished the period between 10
December and 10 February as
the fog window. During this
period, airlines are mandated to
deploy pilots and aircraft trained
in Category HI (CAT-III) instru-
ment landing systems (ILS),
especially at airports in North
India. These trained pilots can
safely land aircraft in low-visibil-
ity conditions, which can range
from zero visibility to 175 meters.

Only six airports in India have
CAT- H] ILS; Delhi, Lucknow, Jai-
pur, Amritsar, Bengaluru, and
Kolkata. Delhi Airport, the larg-
est in the country, has four oper-
ational runways, three of which
are CAT-III landing compliant.

India's largest airline in terms
of fleet size and market share,
IndiGo, said the airline has taken
several measures to mitigate fog-
related disruptions. “Most of
IndiGo's aircraft fleet are
equipped with CAT-III landing
equipment and around 80-90%
ot IndiGo's pilots are qualified to
do CAT-IIl landings. The airline
also said that the team of mete-
orologists are also in close coor-
dination with Operations Con-
trol Center actively monitor real-
time visibility,” an IndiGo
executive said on the condition
of anonymity.

The airline has also studied
historical data and will ensure
that aircraft flying to fog-prone
sectors will keep additional fuel,
keeping in mind anticipated
delays, the person added.

Air India has also started tak-
ing steps to minimize the impact
on its flights due to fog. “Air
India will be adjusting flight
schedules to its long-haul and
metro-to-metro flights routes in
fog prone areas. The airline is
also planning to keep passengers
informed of any delays and pro-
vide them with a complimentary
option of rescheduling or
refund,” an airline executive said
on the condition of anonymity.
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New norms for pilots can be

implemented from July next
year, DGCA tells Delhi HC

Jagriti Chandra
Soibam Rocky Singh
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) in-
formed the Delhi High
Court on Friday that the
new norms providing en-
hanced weekly rest and re-
duced night-time flying for
pilots to help them combat
rising fatigue levels could
only be implemented from
July 2025 in a phased man-
ner.

The rules, notified by
the DGCA in January 2024,
increased weekly rest for
pilots from 36 hours to 48
hours as well as reduced
their night-time flying.
They were to be imple-
mented from June 2024,
but following opposition
from airlines, the regulator
put the rules in abeyance
on March 26.

While hearing a writ pe-
tition filed by the Federa-
tion of Indian Pilots (FIP),

The rules were notified in
January this year but kept in
abeyance following opposition.

the Indian Pilots’ Guild,
and the Indian Commer-
cial Pilots’ Association, Jus-
tice Tara Vitasta Ganju
asked why the rules could
not be implemented soon-
er. The court told the
DGCA to hold another
round of meeting with Air
India and pilot bodies on
December 18 to reach a
consensus on the timeline
of implementation. Two
such mediation meetings
have already taken place
where Air India is learnt to

have pressed for wider in-
dustry consultations as
well as indicated that the
new norms could result in
reduced salaries for pilots
who operate narrow-body
planes, because of a reduc-
tion in flying hours. The
next hearing is on January
23.

“It is the considered
view of the regulator, along
with the Ministry, that to
make it seamless and to ad-
dress operational con-
straints, the readiness of
the pilots, training and on-
boarding [of new pilots],
software integration, [the
implementation of the new
rules] will require a phased
implementation,”  Addi-
tional  Solicitor-General
Aishwarya Bhati, appear-
ing for the DGCA, said.

Counsel for the DGCA
said interests on all sides
needed to be balanced, in-
cluding those of passen-
gers and the aviation
sector.
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After IndiGo suit,
M&M switches
new e-SUV brand

Brand war: The automaker, however, said it has decided to contest
the brand right over BE 6e in a court. BIJOY GHOSH

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd.
(M&M) said it was changing
the brand name of its elec-
tric-origin SUV to BE 6
from BE 6e to avoid delays
in product introduction
owing to legal challenges
by InterGlobe Aviation Ltd.
(IndiGo) which could drag
on for years.

But M&M has decided to
contest the brand right of
BE 6e in court. After M&M
unveiled electric origin
SUVs, the BE 6e and XEV
9e, on November 26, Inter-
Globe Aviation, which has
the call sign GE, filed a law
suit to prevent M&M from
using the brand 6e.

“Mahindra’s mark is “BE
6e” not standalone “6E”.
We believe it differs funda-
mentally from IndiGo’s
“6E,” representing an air-
line,” M&M said.

“Our registration appli-
cation is for an entirely dif-
ferent industry sector and
product and hence, do not
see any conflict.

“In fact, we would like
to point out in the past, Ta-
ta Motors had objected to

InterGlobe using the Indi-
Go mark, given their Tata
Indigo car brand. Inter-
Globe continues to use the
mark IndiGo in a different
industry and business. We
therefore find their objec-
tion to BE 6e to be incon-
sistent with their own pre-
vious conduct,” M&M said.

Stating its priority and
focus were on ensuring an
excellent experience for its
customers as it takes its
product to the market, it
said, “We would not like to
get distracted from our vi-
sion of popularising elec-
tric transport in India.”

“We also find it unseem-
ly that two large, Indian
multinationals should en-
gage in a distracting and
unnecessary conflict
when, in fact, we should be
championing each other’s
growth and expansion,”
M&M said.

“We, however, do be-
lieve the claim by IndiGo is
baseless and if not chal-
lenged, will set an un-
healthy precedent. We will

continue to strongly con-
test this in court and re-

serve our right to the
brand name BE 6e,” it said.
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SUBDUED JET FUEL PRICES ALSOHAVE LED TOADOWNWARD PRESSURE

Weak demand growth, airline capacit
addition keeping airfares in check

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI. DECEMBER 7

CROWTH IN airline seat capacity,
anevidentmoderationin demand
growth from the high pent-up de-
mand levels seen in the couple of
years following the COVID-19
pandemic.and relatively subdued
Jet fuel prices have led to adown-
ward pressureonairfares, accord-
ing to aviation industry insiders
and ticketing data This has meant
that domestic airfares have gen-
erally not risen notably and, infact,
have seen a reduction or are
Ibroadly stable for a large number
of domestic routes when com-
pared to last year.

Airfare data from travel book-
ing portal Ixigo for December
travel on 32 popular outes—a mix
of major metro-to-metro trunk
routes and some other popular
leisure routes—shows that airfares
have either declined or are stable
vis-3-vis the lastmonthof 2023 in
amajorityofthe cases Thedatais
for advance bookings made 15to
30 days before travel.

Averape one-way airfares on
20of the 32 routes have declined
with the fall varying widely be-
tween 1 per cent and 32 per cent.
Asfor the 12 routes thathave seen
higher fares, the rise is between 1
per cent and 2 per cent for five
routes, and between 8 per cent
and 27 percent for the remaining
seven, per the data from Ixigo.

Among the 32 routes, the
highest dropwas observed for the
(hennai-Kolkata route with aver-
age one-way airfare down by 32
percentyear-on-yeartoRs 5,688,

FLIGHT FARE TRENDS IN DECEMBER 2024

Origin Destination One way Increasaf
Jerage” decrease™"
_MNewDelhi | 7187 | V7%
Bengaluru = 7227 vix
Kolkata 6205 v 6%
NewDelhi | 5267 ¥ 16%
Bengalura | Kolkata | 6015 | vist
Chennai | NewDelhi | 6436 | V4%
Mumbai NewDelhi | 6,005 A%
Bengaluru | Mumbai | 5067 | 2%
Bengaluru | Jaipur [ BSO7 | AlX
NewDelhi | Jaipur T 2T

“fore i Decernber 2024 (Tn Rs) (Advrnce booking period: 15-30dmys)

“Increassdecrense VoY)

Onthe otherhand, the highest in-
crease was on the Delhi-Jaipur
route with the average fare higher
by 27 per cent atRs 3273,

Tobe sure, airfares depend on
the demand and supply dynam-
ics on the individual route level,
whichoould throw upexceptions
to the general trend. For instance,
there may be cases where de-
mand outsirips seat supply signif-
icantiy, leading to a jump in fares,
even as the broader trend points
to stable or lower fares.

The other key factor to con-
sider is the advance booking pe-
riod. While it is a general rule of
the thumb to book flights as early

Source: bago

as possible in order to pay less,
there may be exceptions to this
rule as well. In cases where de-
mand is strong and load factors
healthy, fares could be higher
closerto the travel date. However,
there may be cases where ticket
prices fall substantially just before
the travel date if the expacted pas-
senger load is weak. Airtraffic dis-
ruptions leading to long delays
and canceflations, induding those
related to weather, also tend to
bump up spot or eleventh hour
fares.

According to airline execu-
tves, there are clear indications
that the supemommal rate of de-

mand growth that the industry
had witnessed over in 2022 and
2023 have started to normalise,
even as major Indian carriers—
IndiGo and Air India group air-
lines—continue to add capacty
with multiple new aircraft being
inducted each month. Aircraft
groundings due to engine issues
and supply chain woes have also
started declining in the recent
months, leading to more aidine
geats being available for sale.

Aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
prices, too, have cooled off from
higher levels seen last year. ATF
usually accounts for 35 to 40 per
centof Indian airlines’ operational
expenses, For instance, ATF price
in Delhi for the currentmonth—Rs
91,856.84 per kilolitre—is 13.5 per
cent lower on a year-on-year ba-
sis. In its September quarter earm-
ings, the country’s largest airfline
IndiGo reported that its available
seat kilometres | ASK)—a measure
ofits seat capacity—was higher by
8.2 per cent than July-September
af last year As of September 30this
year. IndiGo had a fleet of 410 air-
craft, up from 334 planes as of
September 30, 2023,

Inthe past 18 months or so, the
Air India group has inducted 100
new aircraft, aking the combined
fleet to around 3000 Orver the last
yearalone,_ groupaifines have in-
ducted a new aircraft on average
every six days, and the trend is
likely to continue for a few
manths, AirIndia’s chief executive
officer Campbell Wilson said ina
recent interaction with reparters.

Late October, IndiGo an-
nounced that ithad started to see
areduction in the number of air-

maft grounded due to engine is-
suies, and expects tosee a progres-
sive dectine inthese numbers over
the coming months.

IndiCo's aircraft groundings
had hit a peak of “mid-seventies”
in the July-September quarter. It
has now reduced to “high-sixties™
and is expected to fall further to
less than 60 by the end of this year,
and then to “mid-forties” by the
beginning of the next finandal
year, the airling’s chief financial of-
ficer Gaurav Negi said in an in-
vestor call on October 25,

On the demand scenario,
IndiGo's chief executive officer
Pieter Elbers had told investors in
that call: =_as experienced in the
global markets we have also ob-
served some nommalisation in the
demand in the last few months
wihen compared to the very high
base of last year”.

A senior official at another
Indian airline concurred. “There
wias significant pent-up demand
that was skewing the demand-
supply equation last year. Also,
don’t forget thar Go First also went
out of business last year, con-
straining supply to some extent.
Now. demand growth is moder-
ating to a more realistic level and
camiers have been able to rapidly
add capacity as well,” said the of-
ficial, who did notwishim be iden-
tified.

High airfares had become a
major pain point for flyers for
muchof2023, leading to even the
gvermment monitonng the fares
and advising airlines to keep ticket
prices reasonabie. Airfares inIndia
are not regulated by the govern-
ment and are market-driver.
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Spicejetto
hold annual
general meet
on Dec 30

NEW DELHI: Spicelet
will hold its annual general
meeting for the 2023-24
financial year on Decem-
ber 30. At the meeting, the
airline will seek sharehold-
ers’ approval for increasing
the authorised share capital
to infuse fresh share capital,
according to a regulatory fil-
ing on Saturday.

Approvals will also be
sought for the re-appoint-
ment of Ajay Singh as a
director, appointment of
Sonum Gayatri Malhotra
as an independent director
and for adopting audited
financial statements for the
2023-24 financial year.

The meeting will be held
on December 30.

Currently, the company’s
authorised share capital is
Rs 15,000,000,000. The fil-
ing said in order to facilitate
the infusion of fresh share
capital in the company, it
is necessary to increase the
authorised share capital to
Rs 20,000,000,000. Pl
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Air India Express on expansion mode

PTI B KOLKATA

Air India Express, the
budget-carrier arm of Air
India, is embarking on a
significant expansion by
increasing its fleet size and
introducing new routes, as
passenger growth remains
robust.

The airline, however, has
deferred plans to launch
direct flights between Kolkata
and Dhaka, citing the
ongﬂ;‘:ﬁ olitical crisis in
Bangladesh.

“You would recall we had
announced our operational
plan for Dhaka, which is a
new and significant market
for us. But because of the
situation there, we have
deferred those plans,” Aloke
Singh, Managing Director of
Air India Express, said.

“As soon as the conditions are
right, we will resume those
plans,” he said.

The airline had initially
planned to launch the Dhaka
services in September with
six weekly flights.
Despite tge tﬁ:ﬁ:rment. Singh
said the airline remains
committed to expanding its
presence in the eastern sector.
He said its international
service flights to and from
Kathmandu would begin
with the summer schedule,
starting the end of March
2025.

Singh, speaking to reporters
he]:%, alsg said t eairl.igg sees
strong growth potential, as
daily passenger movement in
India in November crossed
the 5,00,000 mark.

In order to tap the growth, it
aims to increase the fleet size
to over 100 aircraft by March
2025, up from the existing 90.
Over the next three years, the
fleet size is expccte:i' to grow

to about 175, Singh said.

He also highlighted that Air
India Express is part of the
Air India Group, which has
announced plans to acquire
470 aircraft at the group level
in the next few years.

Singh said the airline’s
network expansion would
focus on short-haul routes
within a 5.5-6 hour range,
and on connecting metro
cities with tier-II and tier-III
destinations, to tap emerging
opportunities.

Air India Express currently
operates 24 daily ﬂliig,hts from
Kolkata, which will increase
by 10 in the summer
schedule. The additions will
include new routes and
frequency enhancements to
existing services. The airline
also plans to increase its night
halt capacity in Kolkata from
seven aircraft to nine.
Speaking about enhanced
connectivity in the northeast,
Singh said the airline will
introduce a new flight
connecting Dimapur with
Kolkata.

Patna is another destination

for expansion, the top
company official said.
He said Air India Express will

continue to strengthen its

presence in the Gulf and
Middle East regions, while
expanding into Southeast
Asia.

New destinations such as
Bangkok, Singapore, Vietnam
and Colombo are also under
consideration.

Singh said flights to Vietnam
could start in the next
financial year or the
following year. The airline is
also exploring opportunities
in the CIS countries.

Weekly flight frequencies in
Kolkata and Baggagra have
increased by 37 per cent,
rising from 168 last winter to
over 230, he said.

New direct routes from
Kolkata include Port Blair,
Indore, and Agartala, while
new routes from Bagdogra
include Hyderabad and
Chennai.

Air India Express operates
over 400 daily flights,
connecting 36 domestic and
15 international destinations.
Its fleet comprises 90 aircraft,
including 61 Boeing 737s and
29 Airbus A320s.

The airline’s market share in
Kolkata stands at 12 per cent,
and 24 per cent when
combined with  parent
company Air India.
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Year-end airfares soar for
leisure; steady for metros

Tines News Nerwork

Mumbai: Airfares for year-
end domestic travel from
Mumbai are sky-high, but lar.
galy only to leisure destina-
tions such as Srinagar,
Dehradun, Cochin,
Port Blair, and such. Fa-
res for travel in the last
week of December on
non-stop flights betwe-
en metros such asthose ™

from Mumbai to Delhi, Chen-
nai, and Bengaluru aren't that
high this time around, as the
cheapest return fares are still
priced between Rs 9,000 and
13,000, The last weekend of the

vear, comprising Dec 28 (Sa-
turday), and Dec 29, are parti-
etlarly high in demand for tra-
vel out of metrog with the
maosi expensive fares.

Even on the Mumbai-Kol-
kata route, which typi-
cally sees perennially
high fares priced at
around Rs 10,000 for
one-way travel, is cur-
rently selling at Rs
17,000, which isn’t bad
given it isa return fareon non-
stop flights. The ones who are
hit the most, as usual, are pas-
sengers who need to travel for
emergency purpeses and buy
24-hour advance purchase fa-

res. One-way fares on flights
from Mumbai to places such
as Ranchi (Rs 20,000), Patna
(Rs 18,000), and Kochi (Rs
12,000) are high, though not so
high to places like Lucknow,
Nagpur, and Raipur, whichare
currently selling for around
Rs 8,000. Then there are other
cities where even 24-hour ad-
vance, one-way fares on non-
stop flights are not too high,
suchas Indore (Hs 5,000}, Delhi
(Rs 6,000), Hyderabad (Rs
40000, and Bengaluru (Rs
7,700}, The catch, as always, is
that the cheapest fares are on
flights with inconvenient
flight times.
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Airfares shoot through
sky for year-end travel

Cheapest Fares Have Inconvenient Flight Timing
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Airfares shoot through
sky for year-end travel

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Airfares for vear-
end domestic travel from
Mumbai are sky-high, but
largely only to leisure desti-
nations such as Srinagar,
Dehradun, Kochi, Port Blair,
and such. Fares for travel in
the last week of Decemberon
non-stop fights between met-
ros such as those from Mum-
bai to Delhi, Chennai, and
Bengaluru aren't that high
this time around, as the
cheapest return fares are still
priced between Rs 8,000 and
13.000. The last weekend of
the year, comprising Dec 28
(Saturday), and Dec 29, are
particularly high in demand
for travel out of metros with
the most expensive fares.
Even on the Mumbai-Kol-
kata route, which typically
seps perennially high fares
priced at around Rs 10,000 for
one-way travel, is currently
sellingat Rs17.000, which isn’t
bad given it is a return fare on
non-stop flights. The ones
whoare hit the most, as usual,
are passengers who need to
travel for emergency purpos-
es and buy 24-hour advance
purchase fares, One-way
fares on flights from Mumbai
to places such as Ranchi (Rs
20,0000, Patna (Rs 18,000), and
Kochi (Rs 12,000) are high,
though not so high to places
like Lucknow, Nagpur, and
Raipur, which are currently
selling for around Rs 8,000.
Then there are other cities
where even 24-hour advance,
one-way fares on non-stop
flights are not too high, such
as Indore (Rs 5,000), Delhi (Rs
6,000), Hyvderabad (Rs 4,000),
and Bengaluru (Rs 7,700). The
catch, as always, is that the
cheapest fares are on flights
with  inconvenient fight
times, The bad boys are all
fares to leisure destinations
for travel between December
23 and January 1{see box).
“Indian travellers are ex-
periencing a complex airfare
landscape this vear-end sea-
son, with significant varia-
tions across domestic and in-

Cheapest return fare on non-stop flight for travel from and
to Mumbai between Dec 23 and Jan 1, as available on Friday:
ST 54.500 | When Jan 1 falls on a Saturday ora
Sunday, return fares shoot up
44,000 | onciderably. This time around, though,
[EETT - 38.600 | Jan 1 falls ona Wednesday, and so far,
much, except in some destinations such
| Bagdogra § 30,300 | as Jodhpur, Goa, and Kochi, all of them
(rhi s 30,000 priced around Rs 13,000-14,000 for one-
way fare to Mumbai on Jan 1
_ 25,700 5 Teavel portals

‘BUDGET CARRIERS PRICEY TOO’

> Early this wesk, consumer rights body Mumbal
Grahak Panchayat (MGP) wmate to the civill aviation
ministry and DGCA about complaints they received
from many air travellers about steeg hile in air

fares by all airfines, including budget carriers days. Fares ranged Rs 12,000- 38,000

“ There are complaints that airfares have doubled or
tripled on some sectors. On our enquiries we find
there is substance in these complaints. It is a
matter of fact that almost on all sectors all
airlines have hiked airfares taking undue
advantage of festival season and holi-

days... How can 300% hike in airfares

be tolerated at all?

Letter by Shirish Deshpande | caumaan uce

2 The letter, dated Dec 3, listed
fares by different airfines on the
Murmbas-Dedhi and Mumbal-Lucknow
routes for travel on the next three

ternational routes. For do-
mestic routes, the data re-
veals mixed fare patterns.
The Delhi-Goa route, a peren-
nial favourite, shows a mod-
est 2% increase with average
fares at Hs 9,301. However,
some routes like Pune-Benga-
luru have seen dramatic fare
surges, with prices jumping
80% to Rs 10,000-11,000, com-

pelling travellers to reconsid-
er their holiday plans,” said
Nishant Pitti, CEO and co-
founder of EaseMyTrip. “In
terms of top destinations, do-
mestictravellers are gravitat-
ing towards Goa, Delhi, and
Bengaluru, with Goa main-
taining its status as the pre-
mier yearend celebration
destination,” he said,
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Mahindra
renames EV on
IndiGo protest,
to move court

New Delhi: Mahindra & Ma-
hindra on Saturday said it is
dropping the word ‘e’ from the
name of its new electric SUV
‘BE6e’ after Interglobe, the
parent of IndiGo airlines, ob-
jected to the use of 6E which is
its flight code, The company,
however, said it will contest
Interglobe’s objections to the
nomenclature of its new
green SUV, the BEGe,

Mahindra, which was
served a notice by Interglobe
on the matter, said it willchal-
lenge the matter in court after
Interglobe legally objected to
the use of “BEGe” on Mahin-
dra's new electric car, some-
thing that the auto company
referred toas ‘Be Sexy”.

Mahindra said it will seek
the brand rights of “BE 62" in
court, even as Interglobe
sought control over the brand
‘6E°. Mahindra said it re-
vealed itselectricorigin SUVs
the BE e and XEV 9¢ on Nov
26 as it also applied for trade-
mark registration under class
12 (vehicles) for “BE 6e” as a
part of its electric origin SUV
portiolio.

“*The mark “BE" is already
registered with Mahindra in
Class 12, and it stands for our
“hornelectric” platform.

“We believe it differs fun-
damentally from IndiGo's
“6E,” which represents an air-
line, eliminating any risk of
confusion. The distinct styl-
ing further emphasizes iis
unigueness, Our registration
application is for an entirely
different industry sector and
product and hence do not see
any conflict,” the carmaker
said. mw
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