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Delhi IGI chaos after ATC glitch, 800+ flights hit

® Snag resolved, systems functional, flight ops to be normal soon ® Arrivals not aﬁirted

800+ flights hit

VINEETA PANDEY
NEW DELHL MOV 7

Flight operations at the
Delhi airport Eced 5
dizraption on Friday due
to software issues with
the alr trafflc ocontrol
{ATC), Several aircraft
could nob iake off on time
s thie aubomatic
swmhmg s¥ehem {AMSS),
which 5 ATC data,
faced a glitch, forcing |.|:|||
trollers 1o process Ml
plans Eana I:.-'.
Acconding to the Airports
Authority of India (AALL
the technleal [ssue was

¢ ABOUT 800 flights
were delayed and sever-
al cancefled, IndiGo, Alr

flights were delayed at
the Delhi airport due fo
a technical issue with
the ATC system

resalved Ilnte  in  the
evening, but by then
departures of closs bo 80
flights  were  either
detaved or cancelled. The
arrivals were not affected
According o airport
sources, the engineers

worked overtime to recti-
fy the technical gtitch that
started Thursday.

*The AAl ot Indira
Gandhi International
Adrport ddressed o tech-
nical issie in the AMSS,
which caunsed delavs n
processing  flight  plan
messages. The issue was
destescten] on Movember & in
the IP-based AMSS sys
tem, Immediately, the
review meeting was con-
ducted...” the AAL said in
@ statement.

Accarding to the AAl
statement, “The original
B Turm o Page &

Peopk.' wait outside the arrreals’ exit at the Jn-dlri Gandhi
International Airport in New Defhi on Friday. = PTi

tue to snag

B Contninued from Page 1
equipment manufacturer was
engaged, and additional staff
were deployed to manually
process flight plans for the air
traffic control system... A team
ol Electronics ration of
India Limited (ECIL) officials
and AAl personnel is still on
site. The AMSS systems are up
and functional now Due to
some backlogs, there be
some delays in the normal
tioning of automated opera-
tions, but the situation will be
normal soon.”

“Each aircraft has to submita
flight plan prior to operating.
The AMSS provides the infor
mation for the auto-track sys-
tem. which gives the flight
plans. Due to the technical
glitch. the ATC prepared the
flight plans manually with
available data, which is a time-
consuming process leading to
flight delays and alr traffic con-
gestion at the airport,” the AAl
sajd. The 1G] airport, the coun-
try's busiest airport, handles
more than 1,500 flight move-
ments daily On Friday about
800 Nights were delayed and
several cancelled, leading to
chaos. IndiGo, Air India,
Spicedet and Akasa Alr said
thelr flights were delayed at the
Delhi airport due to a technical
fssue with the ATC systoem.
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" Delhi Airport flights hit by

air navigation system glitch

o
Fohit Waid
Fier Dadhi

Flight operations at the na-
dnqrill IJ'P‘:i:a]:ninal.'.s Indira
Gandhi Internarional Air-
port (IGIA) were severely
disropted on Friday after a
key air mavigation system
suffered a technical glich,
industry  sources  told
hiesinessline.

The malfunction, which
occwrred  late  Thursday
night, affected the Augo-
mathe: Message Switching
System (AMSS) —whichisa
key component used for pro-
cessing air traffic data along

with flight planning,

FLIGHT PLANNING
Accordingly, the ourage
forced ATC {ar the Alr Traffic
Control}  concrollers  to
handle flight planning
manally.

Industry estimated thag
mmr#mﬁlglmswmdﬂla!.red

ar Delhi Airpost as a resule of
the glitch, with both do-
mestic and  international
schedules impacted.

The disruption led o air-
side congestion, along with
extended tumaround rimes,
and long waiting periods for
passengers as only 10-15 de-
partures were taking place
per hour compared with the
airport's usual average of
nb?tft 60 deparru:c? per
haur.

ENOCE-ON DELAYS

Begides, the cascading effect
of the on was felt ar
other major airports, inclad-
ing Mumbai's Chhatrapati

Shivaji Maharaj Interna-
tional Adrport (CSMLA).
Flights ar these airpors

experienced knock-on delays
caused by the glitch.

On frs part, the Abrporis
Authoriry of India (AAT) —
which manages air nawviga-
ton  services across  the
country — confirmed the is-

gue and said thar its technical
teams were working on pri-
OFiTy to restore mormaloy.

“Flight operations” at
Delhi Airpory are experien-
cmgdﬂla}rsdue:nnmlﬁuum]
izsue in the AMSS, which
supports Air Traffie Control
dara. Controllers are pro-
cessing flight plans manmu-
ally, leading to some delays.
Technical teams are working
ty restore the system at the
earliest” the AAl said ina
statement.

MITIGATING IMPACT
Similarly, Delhi Interma-
tional Airport Lod {IMAL) ac-
knowledged the disruption,
saying it was closely co-or-
dinaring with AAl and airdine
operators w mitigate the im-
pgf': MeanwiulT:':l.galal.a in the
evening, the AAl confirmed
that the AMSS system was
functioning but there may be
some defays dueto the resid-
ual effect of the sysiem
malfunctioning,
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CHADS AT DELHI AIRPORT

Air traftic control glitch hits over 800 flights

AGEMCIES
Mew Dedhi, T Nowember

Delhi airport, the busiest in India, phinged
into chaos on Friday after a technical glitch
in the air traffic control (ATC) system de-
layed mome than 8o domestic and inter-
national Hights, sources said.

There were long queues near boarding
gates, according to sources, and hundreds
of passengers were waiting inside the air-
port terminals for Hight updates. The glitch
prevented airtraffic controllers from awto-
matically receiving Hight plans.

The Indira Gandhi International Air-

port (IGIA) in the national capital, one of

the worlds busiest, handles over 1,500
tHight movements daily. Airlines have can-
celled at least 20 Hights, sources said. In-
diGo, Air India, Air India Express, SpiceJet,
and Alm=a Afr confirmed delays duetothe
ATC system issues.

Thieglitch delayed departures as well as
arrivals due to congestion on the ground,
acoording to news reports citing Flightra-

-

People wait outside the arrivals’ exit at the Indira Gandhi International Airport,

in New Delhi on Friday

dar24 data. The Airports Authority of India
{AAT), which provides air traffic control and
navigation services, late Friday evening

PHOTO: PTI

eaid the technical issue in the air traffic con-
trols Automatic Message Switching System
{AMSS) that had caused flight delays at the

Delhi airport had been addressed and that
the system "up and functional now™.

Sources said the ATC system faced in-
termittent issues over the past two days.
with the technical problem significantly
impacting operations from armind 5:45 am
on Friday.

In a separate development, airlines in
the US on Friday scrambled to cut 4 per
cent of Hights at 40 major airports after the
sovernment imposed an unprecedented
cut in air travel citing concems around air
traffic control safety because of a record-
setting povernment shutdown. The cuts
inchude about 700 flights from the four lar-
gest carriers — American Airlines, Delta
Air Lines, Southwest Afrlines, and United
Airlines = and are set to rise to & per cent
on Tuesday and then 10 per cent by Mo-
vember 14 if the shutdown does not end.

Turn to Page 10 b

PAGESB
# Hundreds of US flights cancelled
amid shutdown

Air traffic control glitch
hits over 800 tlights at

Delhi airport
Eartier in the day, Dethi adr
port. opemmior DIAL {Dedhi
Imternational Alrport L) had
said in . poston XAl airline
operations at Delbd Abrpon
e ournenly delmyed.
Authorities coocerned  are
working on resobving the sz
mttheeariies ®

Shares ol IniéiG o closed 3
per cent lower oo Friday,
while Spietes Jost s per cent
after the airiines. along with
Alr Inidils Group, warmed of

dedeye. Carners faoe the pros:
pect ol highercosis fmm pas
SENger CHPE Expenss and
refinids doe to the delays
The maifuncrics slso hiz
several  internaiional akr
licien.

The Incldent follows a
ransomware gitack in Sep
lember that disrupied oper
mioms at several major
Eurnpean alrports, affect-
Ing amiomased checkin sys-
tems and flight schedules.
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Technical Glitch, GPS

Spoofing Disrupt 350
Flights at Delhi Airport

Civil aviation ministry says issue
resolved, normal ups resuming

WI’ llﬂ'HH

ra Ganilhi Internatio-

Muimbeai: Flight l|.l-.-'.|l:-cu|=--.|llr i
I 1iinn bmb, werrsmo

nal Adrpart(IGEA), In
rely dlFipiod on FEEL B after & mulmetian in
ke Adr Tradfic Contrul (ATC ) messyring svslem and con
eurrent GIPS spoofing meidencs over Dhlki nirspass for
i enprtrollors. to switel to maunl Bight plasming. The
Al thalan o= P g L J|-.|ru|
degurtures, throagh
Reeay i) v, "ll.tl'h:ll:."'ul.lll.' vl avlation Y

The Alrports Autharity of India |.'u'\J_| sl |1||..h| e

raticns &t Delhd were offected by o “iechakenl s in
Il1|' Airjomatlc Messape Switchdng Sysiem (AMSS),
whiach supperts A Traffic Comtrnl data,” 1t siid comt
mllers were
prostesalng
ight plans s
nmnlly amd that
technial e
AINS WIT War
Kimg b0 peslors
the systesn at
the  earliest
“Weappreciain
the understan.
dingund noopa-
rtkon of all
[HISSI YRS
Al stakehaol
ders.™ AAL sa
PFaszengers at 1C1 Alrport on Friday id

Deafhii Endernathonad Alrport Lid (DLALY which rums
theaerodrome, snkd, “We regret the disruption belnges.
perienced ot IGLA due s bechniml ssue ot ATC that is
slfeeting Aight cpeeations. This matier ks beng sdires-
sl o priocity nclose coondination with ATC, AL,
and ather siakehniders. " [ asked passmgers to fnblow
alrlinealyisories for revised schesduls.

Adrlines including IndiGo, Adr Indin, SpiceJet, and Sirln
din Bxpress s soparate satomionts as ong s
corgestion were e poried soress el TG siid i
uncerstom the incomy op canisnd by th AMSS issun
antl that its tnames wwme “ doimg ther st s ensre your
Frrney remiits o st & poasille " Alr ITndis saiil a
thirdparty network issue had eadieraffocted ched in sy
1T 1 B TP TE, delaying departires of severalair-
lime=:, thioissh thee svatens hod sinee been restoeesi.

Lo im thee dny the civil mviatian mindstry seid AA0
has risiived 1 b e AMSS, which had
deblinasd the promessing of flight plans “The AMSS sy
sheama ave upand funetlonnl nove D o s hackloss,
s prny D Bcamie Cledents: 1 Kl Teoarenal It bom s of
automibel opersthons, biit the st bon w il be mormal
goon,” theministry sald in ostatomond, 1t added thak of
Decdals. alomg wills the AMSS OEM, were bisiedislely
chrploved 1o manoalby process flight plans and ensmme
ur bnperripled and safe sl teale operntions
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Tech glitch
delays over
400 flights at
Delhi airport

HITIN K UMAR
Hew Delhi, November 7

MORE THAM 400 flights at
Indira Gandhi International
Alrport were hit by delays on
Friday after a malfunction in
theautomatic message switch-
ing system (AMSS) slowed
downair fraffic control opem
tions leadinptocontroflers pm
cessing flight plansmanualty.

The disruption affected
hotha rri\-.l|:.11|1||:|.|.-|1.1|lu|:m..1|
the country’s busiest airport,
Ieading to long quewes and
delays acrossmultiple airrlines,

The Airports Authority of
India (AAl) confirmed that the
technical fault had affected
data exchange systems used by
air traffic controllers. In the
absenceof automatic process
ing, controBersshifted toman-
wal handling of critical opera-
tional messages, a move that
significantly mcreased work
load and lengthened turn
around times,

Continued on Page 10

Tech glitch delays over 400 flights at Delhiairport

LATE DN I"Iill'.l.l'l.'l'. l|1|,-..5|h'|:||||‘|'1
Authomity said that the systcm
was "upand nunming”.

AMSES 15 a crucial digital
phatform thatenahles seamiess
communication betwesn air
traffic control units, airports
and airfmes [t automatically
processes flight plans, route
clearances and other opera-
tional updates, When this sys-
tem goesoffline, the staff must
key in amd relay flight data
manually, which is far slower
and more prone tobottlenecks.
Officlals said the issue first
began on Thursday evening
and persisted through the fol-
lowing day, leading to cumula

tveddaysas schedil es becane
increasmghy misalgned.

Adl sid technical teams
were working to restom full
functionalityand wrged passen-
ger to keep track of flight
updates through airline web
sites and arport channels. With
more than 1,500 flights han
dled daily,even a partial disrup-
tion can quickly ripple into
widespread operational chal-
lenges Aldinesissued advisories
throughthe day,asking passen
gers o arrive earlier and brace
for delays. IndiGo acknowl-
edpad that services in Delhi and
sOofne alrports I the northern
regiom had beenaffected dueto

the ongaing AMSS isstie and
ashed  travellers to check
flight status before leaving for
the alrport. The abrline saild s
ground staff were deployed at
counters and boanding gates to
assist passenpers

Arr Indin, too, advised pas
sengern to monitor theirsched-
ulesclnselyas some flights conbd
continue to bedelyed until sys-
temas stabilbe, "We mequest
priests to allow extra thme anad
chedk flight status befoedepar
ture;” the airline said. While
efforts o restore the system
continged lateinto theevening,
IIE‘I.'lﬂ Ih L4 |I‘| nom |-'|I i 1”"[-11,' ons
vl resume progressvely.
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ATC system glitch at Delhi fixed:;
snag had delayed over 500 flights

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

A day-long glitch in the Air
Traffic Control (ATC) sys-
tem at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (1GT)
in Delhi resulted in signifi-
cant delays for over S00
flights arriving and depart-
ing from the national capi-
tal, triggering a cascading
impact that disrupted air
traffic across the country
on Friday.

Between 5 am. and 8
p-m., over 383 departures
and 163 arrivals at IGI were
delayed for more than 45
minutes, according to
flight tracking website
flightradar24,

The airport handles an
average of 63 aircraft
movements (landings and
departures) per hour, ad-
ding up to around 1,500
Mvements a dEI!.-'.

The Airports Authority
of India (AAl that manages
air traffic across the coun-

Preople waiting outside the arrivals” gate at the Indira Gandhi
International {IGI} Airpart in New Delhi on Friday. FTi

try said in a post on X that
there was a “techmical is-
sue in the Automatic Mes-
sage Switching  System
(AMSS), which supports
Air Traffic Control data™.
The AMSS system contains
flight plans as well as
weather data. The AMSS
system has been procured
from Spanish company In-
dra, according to sources.
As a result, Air Traffic
Controllers were process-

ing flight plans manually
by collecting details such
as call sign, flight route, de-
parture and destination
from pilots over radio tele-
phony,

Later in the evening, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
said that the system glitch
was fixed but a large back-
log of flights meant that it
would take some time for
normaley to return.

While the glitch primari-

ly impacted departures
from the airport in the
morning hours, flights ar-
riving into the city also
started seeing delays later
due to the lack of parking
space occupied by depart-
ing aircraft. The disruption
further caused a ripple ef-
fect across airports, as sev-
eral aircraft departing from
Delhi failed to reach their
destinations on tme, in
turn delaying subsequent
departures from those air-
ports. A government offi-
cial dismissed speculation
that the issue was due to a
cyber attack, adding that
the glitch occurred when
an update to the AMSS was
being carried out.

with Delhi-Mumhbai be-
ing the busiest route in the
country, at least 121 depar-
tures and arrivals at Mum-
bai airport were delayed by
over 45 minutes till 8 p.m.
The data is based on infor-
mation from fightradar-
.COM.
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Travel chaos hits IGI as

vital network collapses

Comms backbone goes down
Ilarrnalttmndalnﬂutad

Neha LM Tripathi

et erud lenduantimes rem

MEW DELHI: The Capital's air-
o v plumged into chais on
Friday when the backbone af nir
trallic communicntions was
paralysed, disrupting close o
65'% of all Nighes and leaving
thausands of passengers
stranded with delays strebching
eward 12 howrs uitil autbori-
tits managed bo restore sysiems
Inte in the evening.

The Airports Authocity of
Irlia saied It on Friday it bad
ressored i Auicimatic Messagse
Sywitching Systern iround Bpam,
ending what experts described
an “unprecedented” 30-hour
otage that forced aic tradlic
controllers at Indirn Gandhi
Interisational Airpoit 1o manu-
ally process flight plans — a
tme-consuming procedure that
creited casoading delays across
India’s avintion network,

In & statemient, AALsald th
[P-based ARSS syestemn mabfunc-
tioned on Thursday, prompting
an SMErgency review meding
lex] by the cavil sviation socre-
tary. Enginvers from Bloctronles
Corporation of [ndia Limmited
worked alongside AAl person-
nel o restore operotions,
therugh alficinls warned that
becklogs would couse lingering
delays.

“We regret the incomenience
caused to alrlines snd passen-
Birs,” AAL said, addimg ral the
system is “mow wp and fune
tional™ but automated opers-
tinms wontld take time o oor-
malise,

Adl did nol respond o
regisests for comment on what
hiod caused the protdem and

What happened

Aurtomatic Message Switching
Syrstem (AMSS) failed, nuttmg
¥ autmatic iramimission of
Fight plan data bo air traffic
mintrlers wreens

Manual processing Lot imlles
Forced to prepant fight plans by
hand, siowing operations
deam it ically

Wﬁmﬂ taiure

5

iz, &-3opm [N
bescormes apparent: 5 flights
aifected

Cirsuptann
mealates monmatc data
trarmemasian stopy

[ Friday, Jpm [
Toem al Srgoet, pasusnges
sirarded, 115 flights affectod

-Whmammghu

Systeim estoved by

AAl and ECIL engnpers

why backup ar redundancy sys-
lem il any, filed fo ot

The crisls, which officials
speaking an condition of ana-
mvmity called the longest such
outage on mecord, rippled
through airports in Mumbai,
Bengalura and Chennal—major
Iubs that connect o Delhi's
L5000 dailly flighds.

The system fallure began at
Jpm o Thursday bt jes bmpact
became apparent only at
B30pm, imlually affecting 15

Heal-time lktdackkm- Gl‘l'liiﬂﬂ'll'lm
weather depend on sccurate
data armivalidepartre data

Ummmmﬂqmﬂhm

What caused the outage?

Was & hardware falure, software o, database comption,
netwnrk outage, or oyber attack? AAl has said only “technical Hsue®
Why did it take so bong to restore?

Authnrties said the gliches were ohaereed as eary as Thursday 3pm

What happened to

baekup?
Aiation stancands require redunclant fot-standby systems. Did both
fail together? O was there no badiup 2t 8l 3t hda's besest arpart?
Wha is respoansible for the failure?
DOiffictals did not elaborate which company's systems weie n place

ard 'lrllu oL rnpurrubll

Nighis. By S85am on Friday, the
dismaption had escalated dra-
miatically as the AMSS—the dig-
ital backbone that feeds crucial
flight plan doia 1o the Auio
Track System used by alriraffic
contrallers—stopped transmit-
ting information astomatically
1o controlker screens.

Starting Friday, serpentine
queves formed inside and out-
side Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Ajrport os clucless pas-

contisgedon +15

TIRED, HUNGHY, ANGRY:
FLIERS LEFT HIGH, DRY
Passengers at the aimpoet,
frustrated with a slew of
malfaicton (o kave ailed 1G1
airport in the bt few months,
were et fuming. Many travelled
though heavy trafficonly ko be
rifarmed ther fights weme
deliyed by hours. Same migsed
famiby traps, others missed
funerals and last rites. Others ssid
the airport was il-equipped o
handle such a situation e

lier in bt wns deseribed i
purial nimasphere thal oo
] e vl Bop comnslieetive
wnil musually Beneleal Bl
vrnl grode talks

HASIMA TARGETS YUNUS
ally, and mus remain s il
gl pabuesy s s v il pros-
poridy are i b mstniained 17
there is Teiction Tetwi
and Dr Yunus's wncl
skminisiration that has soth
Ing b dio with me and every
thing in do with the chaotic, vin-
lems el extremist policies that
king shape wnmiber O
T, amiil 1he TR-yEai
il paliliciam wiss wus Bangls
desh's lnngest-sorving premiee

Hasing's four consecutive
terms from 2008 m A0 wene
marked by rapld econuinic
progress in Banghdiesh and n
viere relationship wils New
el 1l Jeuysod on plysical
i vy oo ol conmipctivicy
thart especialy benelled Indla's
nurtheastern region. However,
she al=o faced criticism for
vracking dewn an her oppo-
it and siip ress g dsseiil

Flusspoenliong 11 fuisten on
the Uit grernment frecing
perscs coeiciid of sepparing
terar groups i ndis’s norty
mst and sccusations of the
reeinegence af exiromsi for-
v in Ramgladiesh, Hosbna skl
“Funius's sponsorshly ol
ENmEHE i i poeernmeni
umdnsinedly  hreaiens o
undermise thar fundamerral
relaconship, in the derime of
bttt o navtbons

AIRPORT CHADS
siigs i g desly b e
Informeed of ond@nate delave
Some ngers Biced desays ol
siw o edghi houm, while others
waiched thelr Nights pusbed
Ik by over 12 boasrs, Ty Lpm
i Faiala, 7R Bigglits Hrod e
EfTetal fi ull

Elabaritag on ihi prifems
the oufape cremial. an afical
wante ol the maner explsined
thae “since theair traffic coneml-
lers have pof recetved Dl
plans aubimnatically os (5
serorey, sy w T
Magha plans & mlly wisliig

SOME PASSENGERS
FACED DELAYS OF
SIN TO EIGHT
HOMUTES, WL
OTHERS WATCHED
IHEIR FLIGHTS
PUSTHED BACK BY
(WER 12 HOURS

wwaiinble dain, § process Sal i
sloiwing down opserationg nml
prErbaiing B sogiim al O
alepan.”

A second officil chs &0 che
muamer maxkd the sysnem had expe-
riencrd issues “interminemly in
ihe Last tww duwys” belone sipmfi-
cantly impucting opera tins
Trunn Friday mosrming. Thae ofli-
el bl s i o ki delays worie
experial W ooRinie “Srough
the g mned ssn Romome.”

Wikl s prosaed Impasct

All mgjor camers were nffeiol
Inabiies, India’s hirpest atrdine
e pssriigers on X “Fight
operarons &1 Telhl Alnpeat ane
currenily experiencing delays
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result, Might onperations af Telhi
and severral mortherm regiors ane
el We wndersiasad 1l
expterilen] will (s, bot®on P
grniind amd onbesird. ey oo
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wbncch Sime piffones B sisuig
I netind Wit sy mosspes
arul Evrafls b pEsscngers abaoim
byl T e wp o
1ﬂw wirport. Hirwever, the
E ing tmpact hod i
other ciiies, lp:h: hmlil.L
Betgaluri and Hydeahal as
Tigghys cosinirng fivevi o bl hegg o
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stakehuskiers. noonndling 10 AATs
wirtslte. However, officials said
thai while the AMHS has been
instaled, it has not yoi been
brouagihe ki s

Clarification
A Fuge [ siory in the
Mrvemiber Gediion on
1 sl in o cusindy
hagtle in the Delhi high
conirt shanild have
aluriflial thi the <ourt’s
warvubiis aboiit s
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‘NOT A CYBERATTACK’

Tech glitch at
Delhi Airport
delays atleast

600 flights

DevanshMittal
New Dethi, Novenmiber7

LONG QUEUES at boarding
gates, passengers walting for
updates amid complaints of
travel plans getting affected —
the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (1GIA) in Delhi
saw massive dissupionon Fri-
day as a technical glitch hit
flight operations for the second
day in a row. At least 600 flights
were delayed on Friday, sources
said. The glitch was eventually
fixed by 9 pm, the Airports
Authority of India (AAT) said.

Inaposton X, the AATsaid
that flight operations were hit
by atechnical issue in the Auto-
matic Message Switching Sys-
tem (AMSS), which supports
the Air Traffic Control (ATC)
data. "The issue was detected
on Thursday in the [P-based
AMSS system...,” it said. On
Thursday, the disruption was
minimal, an official said.

"The OEM (Original Equip-
ment Manufacturer) was en-
gaged, and additional staff de-
ployed to manually process
flight plans for the Air Traffic
Control system to ensure unin-
terruptedand sateairtratficop-
erations... Atearnof Electronics
Corporation of India Limited
officials and AAI personnel is
still on site. The AMSS systems
areup and functionalnow, " the
AATsald on Friday.

The snag aftected flight op-
erations for majority of the day,
according tothe Delhilnterna-
tional Airport Limited (DIAL),

which operates the IGIA,

Airines had issued state-
ments during the day to warn
passengers. Indigo wurged
travellers, "Customers with up-
coming departuresare advised
to check the latest flight status
before starting their journey
and to arrive at the airporta
littleearlier than usual to allow
additional ime forformalities.”

Aidr India said their "cabin
crew and on-ground staff ex-
tended assistance to reduce
passengerinconvenience”.

Many passengers com-
plained of inconvenience. "My
Indigo flight from Nagpur to
Delhi was first delayed from
L40pmtoSpm. Then, whenall
passengers were boarded... the
crew realised they had to
change pilots... Extremely frus-
trating," said a passenger from
Nagpur. Another posted on X:
“..I waswaiting for the Mumbai
flight and due to mismanage-
ment of the ground staft 1
missed my flight."

Another flier's post on X
read, “..Wehavebeen insidethe
plane since 12.30 am and still
no information. If you guys
cannot fly, atleast cancel...”

Similardisruptionswere re-
ported at other airports too, in-
cluding the Mumbai airport.

Meanwhile, sourcesat IGIA
and experts ruled out the possi-
bility of a cyberattack. "It is
highly unlikely that thisisa
cyberattack, or else, by now,
probe agencies would have
beenropedin,” Sanjay Lazar, an
aviation expert, said.

At Terminal 3 of the Delhi Airporton Friday. aasmay sana

$TheIndianEXPRESS
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https://ep:



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MINT DEIHL g NOVENMEEER 2025

Over 800 flights
delayed in Delhi

feecibac ki ivesmmnt com
NEW DELHI

elhi airport, the coun
try’s busiest airport.
plunged into chaos on

Friday as more than 800
domestic as well as interma
tional fights were delayved due
to technical problems with the
air trafficcontrol system, peo
ple aware of the matter said.

Allairline operationsat the
airport have been impacted
and  authorities

(AAl in a post on X at 1008
amy, said Hight operations at
the Delhi airport are facing
dekys due toa technical issue
in the Adtomatic Messagre
Switching System (AMSS),
which supportsairtraflic con
trol data.

The AAL which provides air
traffic control ard navigation
services, said technical teams
areworking to restore the sys
teerm at the earliest.

Later in the evening, the
AAL said that the technical

issue in the air

areworkingiofix  IndiGo, Air india, tmaffic control's

the issues. Air India Express, Automatic Mes
People aware Spicejet, and sage Swilching
of the matter said Abkaea Air said System that had

airlines have can there are delays caused  flight

celled at least
around 20 flights.

in their flights at

delays at the
Delhi airport has

Inditio, Air the Delhi airpo been addressed

India, Air India =
Express, SpiceJet,

and Akaza Adr said there are
delavs in their Mights at the
Dhelhi airpeort due to the issues
with theair traffic control sys-
tem.

Thee natical capital’s ndir
Gandhi International Airport
(1G1A), the country's busiest
airport, handles more than
1500 fight movementsdaily.

Adrports Authority of India

== and that the sys

tem was “up and
functional now”.

AAL also sid that doe o
some backlops, there may be
some delays in the normal
functioning of automated
oprations, but the situation
will bse normial soon.

The state-owned AAL said
the issue was detected in the
IP-based AMSS sysiem on G
November.
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AVERAGE DEPARTURE DELAY AROUND 50 MINUTES

ATC(C system failure triggers chaos at
Delhi airport; over 8oo flights delayed

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

NEW DELHI: Operations at
the Indira G i Interna-
tional Airport (IGIA) were
severely disrupted on Friday
as a majar technical malfunc-
tion in the air traffic contral
systemn led towidespread flight
delays, affecting both domes-
tic and intermational services.
More than 800 flights were
delayed and around 20 were
cancelled as authorities strug-
ghed to restore normalcy at the
country’s busiest airport.

The problem originated in
the Automatic Message Switch-
ing System { AMSS), a critical
component that su s the
air 15.}]:11: contral {EI:?-: data
and flight planning process.
The system failure began to
significantly affect operations
around 5.45 am, according to
sources. The issoe also inter-
mittently troubled the system
over the last two days before
worsening on Friday morning,

At 10:08 am, the Airports
Aunthority of India (AAT) con-
firmed on X (formerdy Twitter)
that “flight operations at the
Delhi airport are facing delays

Peaple wait outside the arrivals’ exit at the Indira Gandhi International (1G] Airpart, in New Delhi, in New

Dedhi, Friday

due to a technical issue in the
AMSSE” It added that technical
teams were warking to restore
the system “at the earliest”
Delhi International Air-
port Lid (DIAL), which oper-
ates IGIA, said all airline
operations were affected and
the concerned authorities were
working to resolve the issse.
“Flight operations have been

disrupted due to an ongoing
technical issne with the AMSS
that supparts air traffic contral
flight planning process,” DAL
said in a post at 1:42 pm.

The disruption had a ripple
effiect across airlines, including
IndiCio, Air India, Air India
Express, Spicefet, and Akasa
Air, all of which reparted
delays. “Due to an ongoing

HIGHLIGHTS mmt“
» Comse:TecGalOEh | or cariersIndico, i
in Automatic Hessage India, Spice Jet, Akasa Air
Switching System [AMSS) repart widespread delays
used by Air Traffic Control =
» Disruption began around : m““““; m"""".‘":ms.
5.45 am; system had plais:due ta Syshen il
faced intermittent issies
for two days  Lang queues, passenger
- AAl canfirmed delays at COR Iy
10:08 am, said teams are —
fixing the issue urgently --Mh:t_pmhniium
FER 1,500 flight movements
» DIAL said “all airline ﬂ?ﬂﬂiﬂi‘l‘.hﬁ':
operations™ were affected; husielst
controllers were unable to  inside the terminals.
Fil  access flight plans automati- According to the flight
cally because of the malfunc-  tracking we ism: Flightra-

technical issue with the Auto-
meatic Message Switching Sys-
tem (AMSS) that suppaorts Air
Trafhic Control data, flights
across all aidines at #Dwlhi-
Airport and some other air-
ports in the northern region
are :urn:nt'l].' experiencing
delays” IndiGo said in a state-
meent om X

Sources said air traffic

tion. “There are some issues
with the AMSS that provides
information for the Auto Track
System, which gives the flight
plans.” a source said. In the
absence of antomatic data, con-
trodlers were forced to prepare
flight plans manually, a time-
consuming process that led
to long quenes and extended
waiting times for passengers

dar?4 com, the average delay
for flights departing from Delhi
WS ﬁ::nundpgg mEjnul:cs. The
comgestion also extended to the
airspace around the airport,
as controllers managed traffic
with limited data support.
Handling over 1,500 i
movements daily, the Delhi
airpart is Indias largest and
busiest Cenfinued on Fi§

ATC system

aviation hub. With efforts ongo-
ing to restore the AMSS, officials
said tearns from AAT and DIAL
were coordinating dosely to bring
the system back onling and ease
congestion both on the ground and
in the skies.
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IGIA crippled: 1,000 flights delayed after technical snag

RAJESH KUMAR 8 New Delhi

Flight operations at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (1GIA) were disrupred
following a technical faultin
the Automatic Message
Switching System |AMSS),
which [acilitates data
exchange for Alr Traffic
Control (ATC).

All aidine operations at the
airport have been affected,
and authorities are working to
resolve the issue, As many as
1.000 domestic and interna-
tional flights have been
delayed so far. At least 20
flights have been cancelled.
The Mumbai airport also
issued a s@atement announc-
ing that its air traffic was
impacted due to the malfunc
fion. The slowdown began
showing network-wide effects
from Thursday afternoon.

According to the flight-rack-
ing website Flightradarz« ,
513 Hights were delayed on
Thursday alone, and over 500
flights have faced delays since
Friday moming.

1GI Alrport, India’s busiest,
handles over 1,500 flight
movements daily, "The issue
began on Thursday aftemoon
at around 3 pm. It has pre-
vented air traffic controllers
(ATCOs) from receiving flight
plans automatically on their
screens,” said one official
familiar with the matter.

Following the disruption,
the Airpons Authority of India
{AAl) In the evening said the
technical issue in the air traffic
control’s Automatic Message
Switching System (AMSS) that
had caused flight delays at the
Delhi airport has been
addressed and that the
system Is "up and functional

Peophe wall outside the arrivals exit at 1GIA 0 New Delh

now". AAl also said that due
to some backlogs, there may
be some delays m the normal
functioning of automated
operations, but the situation
will be normal soon. The
State-owned AAl said the
issue was detected in the |P-
based AMSS system on
November b. AAl said it has
addressed the "technical issue
in the Automatic Message
Switching System [AMSS]),
which caused delays in pro-
cessing flight plan messages™.

"The OEM [(Original
Equipment Manufacturerj was
engaged, and additional staff
were deployed o manually
process Flight Plans for thie Air
Traffic Control system to
ensure uninterrupied and safe
air maffic operations immedi
ately.” A team of ECIL officials
and AAl personnel is still on
site. The AMSS systems ae up

and functional now. Due o
some backlogs, there may be
some delays in the normal
functioning of automated
operations, but the situation
will be normal soon,” AAl said
in'a post on X at 8:56 pm.
The issue was detected on
Novemnber &, and immediate-
Iy, @ review meeting was
conducted by the Civil
Aviation Secretary, along with
the AAl Chairman, AAl
Member ANS, and other offi-
cials, and necessary direc-
tions were given to address
the issue, as per the post.
"All airline operations at
Delhi Alrport are curmently
delayed. Concerned authori-
ties are working to resolve the
issue at the earliest,” Delhi
Intermational Airport Ltd
{DIAL), the airport’s operator,
sdid in a poston X at 1:42 pm.
CONTINUED ON 35 P4

IGIA crippled: 1,000
flights delayed...

AL added that Might opesations have been
affected due to an ongoing technical ssue with
the AMSS, which suppaorts the air traffic control
flight planning process.

The disruptions have led to long delays and
extended waiting times hoth at the airpart and
onboard aircraft, Adr indla sakd in 8 moming post.
The airline. added that its cabin crew and
ground staff are providing prompt assistance o
minimise inconvenience to passengers. “A
technical Issue with the ATC system in Delhl is
impacting flight operations across 2ll aidines,
resulting in delays and longer wait times at the
airpont and onboard aircraft. We regret the
incomvenience caused by this unforesesn dis-
ruption, which is beyond our control, and
appreciate your patience,” the airline’s mavel
advisory read.

Budget carriers Splcejet and IndiGo also
confirmed that fiights at Delhi Airpor and across
several nomrhem reglons have been affected by
the disruption. Spicejet sald s crew and
eround feams are working closely with airport
au thorities io minimise the impact and resume
normal operations as soon as possible, IndiGo
posted on X that "due to an ongolng rechnical
issue with the Automatic Message Switching
Sysbem |AMSS) thar supports Alr Traffic Contrad
data, Aights across all airlines at #FDeihiAirport
and other aitports In the northem region are cur-
rently expenencing delays.”

Sources reported long guewes near boarding
gates, with hundreds of passengers waiting
inside terminal bulldings for fAight updates. Air
traffic controllers have been unahle to receive
flight plans automatically since Thursday
evening due to a echnical fault One source
added that the AMSS, which provides data to the
Auto Track System (ATS) for generaring Right
plans, has been experiencng issues. With the
system malfuncdon ongoing, conrollers are
manually preparing flight plans using available
datz - a fime-consuming process - resulting in
widespread delays.

The sources also noted that the problem is
caursing air traffic congestion &t the airport, and
technical teams continue efforis o fix the
fault as soon as possible. The airpon had been
facing major disruptions over the pastweek after
suspeced GPS spoofing incidents that interfered

with the aircraft navigation systems and forced
many flights to divert This led 1o unexpected
alr maffic congestion
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Chaos at IGl: 800+ flights
delayed in system crash

Other Airports
In North India

Also Affected

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi airport's
aging air traffic control
(ATC) software crashed Fri-
day aftera glitch the previous
evening remained unresol-
ved, delaving 800-odd depar-
tures and arrivals at India's

k= Brit national arrives at
IGIA, goes ‘missing’, P 4

busiest civil aviation facility
by up to two hours. The ripple
effect forced carriers to can-
cel around 100 flights across
routes through the day,
Airports Authority of In-
dia, accused of going slow on
the software upgrade necessa-
rv for operations at the scale
of Delhi airport, said late Fri-

Photo: Piyal Bhattacharjes

NEW SYSTEM
BEING INSTALLED
» Current AMSS software
at IGI, which suffered a
malfunction on Thursday
and Friday, witnessed
glitches in the past too

> After glitch, all flight plan

info had to be fed manually
into the system

» New ‘air traffic services 4
message handling -
system’ is being

installed & DGCA has
ordered a probe

day that the automatic messa-
ge switching system (AMSS)
system was back to being fully
functional. “Due to some
backlogs, there may be some
delays in the normal functio-
ning of automated opera-
tions, but the situation will be
normal soon,” it said. The Di-
rectorate General of Civil Av-

iation ordered a probe into the
glitch. Officials ruled out the
possibility of a cyberattack
triggering the chaos. Several
airlines warned that some of
their flights scheduled for the
weekend could feel the after-
effect of Friday's mayvhem.

Pk Arrivals affected, P 4

Flights & security

nods managed

manually; delays affect arrivals too
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System crash
could have
been avoided

New Delhi: The system crash
on Friday that disrupted
hundrods of Nights aciross In
dia could have been avoided if
the Airporis Authority of In
dia (AATL had upgraded its sy-
stems on timie

The Alr Trafle Controllers”
Gulld of India had warned in
July that “current systems,
especially at major airports like
Delhi and Mumbsai, have experi-
enced performance degrada
thor, Il uding showness and sy
stem lng, impacting operotional
efficlency and safety margins.™

Dayz afier the Al 171 crash,
the Guild wrote to MPson July &,
stressing that it was “imperative
that automation syatems used in
omr I'I,.'Iln'i.w'll 100 S rVICDs IH"'_I!"I'I.I.I-
dically reviewed and upgraded.”

The letter stated that “Indi
H-ﬁ automeation .E-'.‘iTE'TI'IE must
aligm with global benchmarks,
particulady EUROCONTROL
and FAA standards, which
emphasise advanced [ntegrs-
tion. Al-enabled conflict detee-
tion and realtime data sha-
ring." The Guild said these cri
tical safity lssues, repontedly
rafsed with AAI management,
remaln unresolved todate. mes
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ATC glitch throws Delhi airport
into chaos, 600 flights delayed

Disruption hits srhedulea natmwde | Operators report T100<crlosses

SHEKHAR SINGH

Tk W Y

N EWDELM, XOVIMBER 7
Flight operations at Delhi's
Imfim Gandbi Intermations
Axrport (G LAY the country's
busiest mation hiub, plunged
into disnrmy on Fiday aftera
mugor technical fault erppled
air traffie oontmd (ATC) gve-
lems,  tnggering
deliny=acms s over B0 domes
te and mbernational fights
whilea fmw were cancelled
The cascading disriplion
pamalysed schedules nation
wide and caused heavy finon
cial bt airfine operatom
estimated in sevend oores,
The tmuble began with a
[ailure in the Automatic Mes
sage  Swilching  Sysiesm
(AMSE) a oritieal rimpnert
that melys flight plans, weath
er duta snd operotiond mes-
saEes between ATC and air-
e Thi= mslfunction forced
controflers o abandon auto
mated systems and mvert to
manual operutions, & slep
that while safe dmasteally
sknwved  the pace of fhght
sequencing and coordination,
Officinls confimmed that the
gl hoed fird srfiosd e
Werdnesdigy, with full-acale dis

nussne

'.lT"u

e ————

ﬂ"\ll"\‘m JOMINS

l.Hl(II HGHT

e

'H\[ll]]l.l\

of scheduledl  avpdeparture | avernge amival | movements IGIA  possages sened
INCAPITAL f5gtc oayent  delayinDoki | delayin D

ruprtion Leginming by Thursday
Late mening, “Chntmillers were
ciampoled to momally process
flight pluns and aloukbte sifs
sepuratinn standands & proeesy
thal mormally ning though
aiitormation, This showard doan
theentire air tralficnetworkcand
cmiged bottlenecks wemes e
el alrports” said an Alpors
Auithomty of India tAAD officnl

heandbas daily

byt 1GIA i 2024

GLITCH IN MESSAGE
SYSTEM TO BLAME

= Trouble beganwith a fal-
ure in the Automatic Mes-
sage Switching System

W The glitch surfaced late
Wi nesctay and delays e
balfinoned by Fiday

NO CYBERATTACK,
SAYS IT MINISTRY

The IT minkstry clarfied that
Lthe gilchwas not caused by
A ey berattack, but by 8
technical Tault during a
acheduled software upgrade

46 Poo plerwai 1 outside the 1GI

Arpoit i New Deli on Friday. =

By Priday morning, delayvs
hasd blloored. Acvording to
lrve tracking platform Fligh-
tmdar2d, the ovwerage depor-
ture  delsy ot Delhi wus
amund BY minutes, while
mrncaks '|.1P}‘-1-f| v an reerage
of around 40 minutes dunng
the day. Over 07 per cent of
sctueuled fhghts  were
detayesd through theday, with

several intemational carrers,
tneluding Vign Atlantic and
ITA Arways reporting vwait
times of up o two hours
Alrfine expeutives gaird the
operalions]l  standstll  has
m=ilted In massnee keses
“When o migjor hit'h lile Delhi
siows down, the sntee net-
work bleserls,” sk am radustey
CONTINUED N PAGE T

ATCglitch throws Delhiairport..

ingider  “Airerafl  emain
grninded onger, fed buirn
Increases and oew duty mits
pet etrelched, every minute
okl money, [nitial sstimates
sugpest thalcurmibatee s
noroed arlines ooukd  ensby
exresd R 100 crore, factoning
in el wastope, passenger re-
acrornndddion and kst slots
ot destination airports,” saod
the expertz, Shoares of IndiGo
slipped 2 per cent and Spicedel
dlechirnd 1 per cent on Fraday
The AAL confirmed that the
AMSS foilure nlso wffected
fight operatinng n Murmba,
Bengaluru, Hyderabud and
Piine diie o interconnecied
duta flows in the national air-
spuce netwark. “Fhght opers-
tions at Mumbai airport are
cumently affcted due 10 a
technicn]l issue with the
AMSE ol Dwelhi. which sup-
ports ATC fhght planning
Authorties areactreely work:

ing to esolve the probdem,”
fendd @ stufernen Esued hg-
Mumbat's Chhatropati Shiv
i Mukary] Intermstional Air-
port. Similar stutements wise
also tsued by Luckmsos and
Juipuir sirports,

As chaos unfolded ot termi
nuld messengers were el
etruncled for hours wrid kong
quieies and repented rescied-
ulimg announcements, Adrtines,
inchuding IndiGo, Air Tndia, A ir
Irnika Express, Spicalet amd
Akt Al iwstied millmy -
saries WEINE passengers o
chek for reviseal tmings
nrrive earler than usual

“We understond that the
onpgoing AMSE system issue
offecting Air Tradlie Control
havs Beed o el s ptien s o o]
s i we fully uncheritand
the incomverien oe this may be
cuugmng, Our tears ane doing
s r Litminst Lo Ensure pusses-
pers reoere imely L|.'|1dn1.|-11

and assistanee” IndiGo sakd
1 Satement on X

Dedhi Imternational Afrpart
Limited [DIATY, which opa-
ales TGLA, sasd autheorities
swere wrk g rodined She clock
o rosfore normakey Al airtine
opemtions ol Delh pirport ane
cumenily deloved . Authorities
are winking an resching the
i=ue ot the erfiest Passen
ger are requested to Dlow
updistes from thelr airlines
lr,g&nLLtLH e ] sehesdlules”
[XLAL sl i an achisors:

Adr traffic contmllers o ine
el o rely on manil cooedi-
nation theough the duy, reday-
img light details owr voioe
circuits ond manually enter-
imy chatn Tt woudd otheraise
ke trsnsmmitied. elertmnically
“This method preserves sife
ty, but reduces throughpat
drastically compared with
morrril mutomated mites” sihd
an aviation eqer
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Hosur airport: TN to move
Centre for site clearance

ET B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENNAI, DHNS

Fast-tracking the ambitious
Hosur airport project after
identifying about 2,000 acres
in Krishnagiri district, the
Tamil Nadu government will
apply for site clearance for the
greenfieldinfrastructurein the
next twoweeks, sourcesaware
of the matter said.

Site clearance is the first of
many approvals needed from
the Union Civil Aviation Minis-
tryto proceed with the project,
which envisages an exclusive
airport for the burgeoning in-
dustrial city, adjacentto Benga-
luru, with a capacity to handle
3 crore passengers annually.

Thesourcestold DHthatthe
state government also hopes
to kick-start land acquisition
process for the airport in the

next four months, ahead ofthe
issuance of notification for the
2026 Assembly elections.

While the Krishnagiri dis-
trict administration is prepar-
ing the Land Development
Plan (LDP) for the project,
the state government is keen
on not wasting time and pre-
paring documents to move the
aviation ministry for site clear-
ance for the project.

“Two levels of approval are
needed from the Centre, with
site clearance followed by
in-principle approval. We will
apply for site clearance in the
nexttwoweeks asapprovalsin
such cases take longer time,”
one of the sources said.

The development comes
amid plans by the Karnataka
government to build a second
airport for Bengaluru.

» Hosur airport, Page 5

Hosur airport: TN to move Centre for..

Hosur airport, from Page 1

Besides, the Andhra Pradesh
government is also mulling
an airport in Kuppam, not
far away from Hosur and
Bengaluru.

Another source said the
Hosur airport is planned to
be developed on land parcels
in the quadrilateral of Hosur,
Berigai, Bagalur and Shool-
agiri in Krishnagiri district.
“The chosen locationis close
to the Tamil Nadu section of
the Bengaluru Satellite Town
Ring Road (STRR) which will
not just help people from
Hosur but also from south

Bengaluru to use the airport
once it is operationalised,”
the source added.

The Krishnagiri district
administration has identi-
fied about 2,000 acres in
over five revenue villages in
Hosur and Shoolagiri taluks
with local officials surveying
the land parcels for the past
two months as part of pre-
paring the LDP.

“The work is in full swing,
and we expect the Collec-
tor’s report in about two
weeks. About three months
is needed from then to issue
the GO for land acquisition.
Though the number of hab-

itation sites is less than 10,
we just hope that there aren’t
many protests,” the source
added.

Besides site clearance,
Tamil Nadu needs a No Ob-
jection Certificate (NOC)
from the Bengaluru Inter-
national Airport Limited
(BIAL).

Since much of the airspace
in Krishnagiri is controlled
by Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL)in Bengaluru,
the state government has al-
ready written to the Defence
Ministry seeking relaxation
of airspace restrictions for
commercial operations.
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Airport terminal IA
to be demolished

Freed up space will
be used for airport
related expansion
activities: Officials

Yogesh Naik

letters@hindustantimes com

MUMBAI: Terminal 1A of the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMILA),
which was shut down in 2016,
will be demolished soon along
with a defunct chiller plant and
a temporary shed located on the
premises, officials aware of the
matter told Hindustan Times.
The space freed up after demoli-
tion will be used for airport-re-
lated expansion activities, the
officials said.

“The Mumbai Metropelitan
Region Development Authority
(MMRDA), which is the plan-
ning authority for the airport
area, gave an NOC (no objection
certificate) to demolish terminal
1A on September 24, 2025, an
official told HT.

The terminal used to cater to
domestic flights operated by the
erstwhile Indian Airlines, which
was later merged with Air India,
before it was shut down in 2016.
Though it did not have enough
space for maneuvering and
parking vehicles, it had a few
rooms for VVIPs, which hosted
important political meetings

MML tsgmnnguptu demolish the longihuttcred Terminal 1A,

closed since 2016, as part of its revamp plans.

involving former Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh, former
United Progressive Alliance
president Sonia Gandhi and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The terminal, inaugurated in
1992, was the first airport in the
country to have aerobridges,
said a former Air India
employee, requesting anonym-
ity.

“It was a state-of-the-art ter-
minal in those days and VVIPs
used to prefer it. In 2014, when
Modi was the chief minister of
Gujaratand had come to Mum-
bai to launch his poll campaign,
he was given a big welcome at
the terminal,” the former Air
India employee said.

After the serial blasts on local
trains in the city on July 11, 2006

SATISH BATE/HT PHOTO

and the 26/1 terror attack in
2008, the meeting rooms in the
terminal were used to formulate
strategies to tackle such events.

“The structure has outlived
its life and cracks have
appeared at some places,” the
person said.

The CSMIA has also called
for expressions of interest for
refurbishment of terminal L
The terminal will not be demal-
ished till the next phase of the
Navi Mumbai International Air-
port (NIMA) is completed by
2029-30 to ensure there is no
disruption to air traffic and air-
port capacity, sources said.

“Terminal 1 will also be
pulled down eventually to make
way for a larger structure,” an
official said.
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The promise of the
Navi Mumbai airport

ber &, Prime Minister Narendra Maodi

Inaugurated the new Navi Mumbal

Intermeational Atrport {(NMIA). The first
prhease of the: NMIA, built ata oos of just under
203,000 crore, ks expected to be operationnl
from December, one year post the Initial
deadline of December 2024. The initial han-
dling capacity of the solo functioning Erminal
Is expected to be around 30 milllon passen-
LTS YEar.

The NMIA constitutes a memorable mile-
stone fior Indla’s aviation sector. It would not
be an oversmiement to say that India's avia-
ton sector and airlines over the years have
palbd a very high price for the failure of sueces-
sive Indian gevernments to bulld a much-
needed second atrport n the country's fiman-
clal capltal

Back in 05006 Jet Alrways, which was
o of the leading airlines then headguartered
out of Mumbal, had even begun to
levy a congestion surcharge after it
estimated it was losing $6 milllon
Every quarter on account of this.

I’Il begin with the good mews. On Octo-

2

seams, So hereln lies the rub: How will this
alrpaort be viable or of interest unless passen-
gers can reach iteasily?

When | had visited the alrpart site — then
in the constrisction phase (October 2025) —
the NMIA team had painted a rosy ploture of
just how accesaible the new alrport would be.
Thelr assessment was based on the assump-
tion that three key projects that were then
under constrsction would be commissioned
efore the alrport s functional — the MTHL,
Bandra-Versova Sea Link. and Worll-Sewri
Connector.

Based on this, it was estimated that the dis-
tance from Cuffe Parade or Codaba, approxd-
mately 40-45 km to the NMIA through the
MTHL, will be covered in about 40-45 min-
bes.

This, however, is unlikely to happen in a
Taerry. OF the three, only the MTHL ks up and
mnning. The Bandra-Versova sea link is
expected totake af least another two
years, and the Worlk-Sewrd connee-
o, yet to get started. might be sev-
eral years away. From the western

Newer Mumbal-headguartered subarrhs, travel to the new alrport 1s
alrlines such as Akasa Alr have been likely tobe even more of o challenge.
forced to park aireraft at Bengaluru Anjuli As things stand, reskdents expect the
and sther locations due to the non- Bhargava raved time to the NMIA m be twice
avallability of parking bays at Mum- that of the existing alrport and the

bai. Time slots for airlines are virm-
ally impossible to come by,

Further, since Dedhl and Mumbal together
aceount for a majority of air traffic in the
country, any delays and extra costs on these
sectors have a cascading effect on other
routes in the neswork, all of which adds upio
a larger woll. So. the arrival of NMIA & cer-
minly & major cause for celebration.

Now comes the bad news. Although Nav
Mumbal was sefected for s proximity not
Just o the MME but also Pune. Thane and All-
baug. it ls experted that almost 60% of the
total traffic the alrport atracts will come from
South Mumbal and the Western suburhs,
‘While the atrport ey be up and ronning nest
i, getting to it from this and other parts
of Mumbal promises to be quite a task. As
things stand today, a random Google Maps
eniry for directions from South Mumbai's
Cuffe Parade on a weekiday afternoon showed
the driving time as 100 mimstes!

As readers would be aware, Mumbal sa
city of “ifs and buts”. Forever changing polit-
cal alliznces and the mercurial balance of
power have defined the dity, lesding to 2 sin-
thon where infrastructure has often been buili
only when something §s coming spart at the

cost by taxd {private cars aside) o be
more than double, making it a far

less attractive proposition than the extsting
alrport This will have to be Ertored in by adr-
limes regarding the fares on ofer and by the
alrport reguiator when setting aeronautical
charges. Any galns from nof-seronmutlcal
revenues are likely to be some years away.

Eventually, the airport is akso expected to
be accessibie by a combination of train and
‘metro routes, all of which will be a trade-off
between time taken and cost Incurred, but
restdents argne that this is several years sway,
as metro connectivity remains limited.
1t Is alsoenvissged that passengers shoukd be
able to hap onto a ferry service accessible
from Rodie Club or the jetty at Colaba to
reach the Nerul/Belapur jetty, from where
they ean head to the airport using a shuitle
s o el i ] o iy 50 min-
utes. If that sounds pretty ambitiows, that's
because it is!

In short, the full beneflits of the much-
awalted new alrport will have o walt

Amjuli Bhorgor writes about prvernonce,
mfrustruchere, s the socal seotor.
Thee views expressad ore persomnal

The NMIA constituies o memorable mbestone for Indka's aviation seetar.
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The promise of the
Navi Mumbai airport

’lllsegtnmm the good mews. On Octo-
ber 8, Prime Minister Norendra Maodi
Inaugurated the new Navi Mumbal
Intermeational Alrport {(NMIA). The first

phease of the NMEA, boiltaa cost of jest under
20,000 crore, ts expected to be opertional
from December, one year post the initial
deadline of December 2024, The initial han-
dling capactty of the sodo functioning terminal
Is expected to be around 20 milllon passen-
TS A YEAr.

The NMIA constimies s memorahle mile-
stone for Indla’s avintien sector. I wouold not
be an overstatement to say that India's avia-
tlon sector and airlines over the years hove
pald a very high price for the failure of sueces-
sive Indian governments to bulld a much-
needed second atrport in the coumtry's firan-
clal caplml

Back in 2005-2006, Jet Airways, which was
ome of the leading airlines then headguartered
out of Mumbal, had even begun to
levy a congestion surcharge after it
estimated it was losing $6 millken
Every quarter on account of this,

2

seams. 5o herein les the rub: How will this
alrport be vizble or of interest pnless passen-
fers can reach ibeasily?

When I had visited the alrport site — then
In the constructon phase (October 2023) —
the NMIA team had painted a rosy ploture of
Just how accessible the new alrport would be.
Thelr assessment was based on the assump-
tlon that thres key projects that were then
under construction woald be commissioned
before the atrport & functional — the MTHL,
Bandra-Versova Sea Link, and Worll-Sewri
Connector.

Based an this, It was estimated that the dis-
tance from Ciffe Parade or Codaba, approsd-
mately 40-45 km to the NMIA throwgh the
MTHL. will be covered in about 40-45 min-
ubes.

This, however, is unlikely o happen In &
hierry. O the three, only the MTHL is up and
running. The Bandra-Yersova sea link Is
expected totake at least another two
wears, and the Worl HSewr] connee-
o, et to et storted, might be sev-
eral years away. From the western

Newer Mumbai-headguarered suburhs, ravel o the new atrport s
airlines such as Akssa Alr have been li%ely to be even more of o challenge.
foreed to park sircraft at Bengalur Anjuli As things stand, ressdents expect the
and ather locations due to the non- Bhargava traved time io the NMIA 1o be twice
avallability of parking bays at Mum- that of the extsting alrport and the

bak Time slots for airlines arevirm-
ally imipassibie to come by,

Further, since Delhi and Mumbal together
account for a majority of air traffic in the
country, any delays and extra costs on these
sectars have a cascading effect on other
routes in the neswork, all of which adds up o
a larger woll. 5o, the arrival of NMLA is cer-
‘tainly & major canse fior celebration.

Now comes the bad news. Although Navi
Mumbal was selected for Its proximiny not
s to-the MME but also Pune. Thane and All-
baug. it is expected that almost 60% of the
total trafic the alrport amracts will coms from
South Mumbal and the Western suburbs.
While the atrpost meny be up and running mest
manth, v It From this amd other pars
of Mumbal premises to be quite o task. As
things stnd today, a random Google Maps
entry for directions from South Mumbai's
Cuffe Parade on a weelaay afternomn showed
thi driving time as 100 mimstes!

As readers would be aware, Mumbal (s a
city of “ifs and buts". Forever changing palid-
cal alliances and the mercurial balance of
power have defined the city, leading to a sita-
ton where infrastructure has often been bailt
only when something s coming apart at the

cost by mxd (private cars askde) to be
mare than double, making it a far

less attractve proposition than the existing
alrport. This will have to be Esctored in by air-
lines regarding the fares on offer and by the
alrpart regulator when setting aeronautical
charges. Any galns [fom non-serongutical
revenues are likely to be spme years away.

Eventnally, the sirport ks also expected to
be accessible by a comblnation of train and
meetro roates, all of which will be a rade-off
between time taken and cost incurred, but
residents argue that this Is several years swoy.
as metro connectivity remains lmited
It 15 also envisaged that passengers shoubd be
able to hop onte & ferry service accessible
from Radio Club or the jetty at Colaba to
reach the Nerul/Belapur jetty, from where
they ean head to the alrport using a shuttle
beis o tasd in a eotal of approsdmatedy 50 min-
wtes. If that sounds prety ambitiows, that's
becpuse it is!

In short, the full benefits of the much-
awalted new alrport will kave o walt.

Anjurli Bhargevr writes ahout governnnce,
ffrastructare, and the social seotor.
The views expressad ore personal

The NMIA constitutes o memorshle milestone for India's avintion sector.
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US to cancel flights as
govt shutdown drags on

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: US officials said
the scheduled capacity for
{lights would be cut by 10% in 40
busy air traffic areas nationwide
on Friday as the longest govern-
ment shutdown drags on.

Federal agencies have been
grinding to a halt since Con-
gress failed to approve funding
past September 30, with some
14 million federal workers,
from air traffic controllers to
park wardens, still on enforced
leave or working without pay.

“There is going to be a 10%
reduction in capacity at 40 of
our locations,” Transportation
Secretary Sean Dufly told a
White House news briefing on
Wednesday, adding that the cuts
would come into effect on Fri-
day. Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) chief Bryan Bed-
ford said the reductions would
be at “40 high traffic environ-
ment markets”.

The official list of affected
airports is expected to be pub-
lished later on Thursday but,
according to US media outlets,
Nights will be reduced at some
of the busiest airports in the
nation, including Chicago, Dal-
las, Los Angeles, New York.
Miami and Washington.

International flights would
not be affected by this measure,
asource speaking on condition
of anonymity told ABC News.

Flight reductions will begin
at 4% on Friday and gradually
reach 10%, media outlets

¥
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Cancelled Mlights are seen on a screen at Orlando International
Airport in Orlando, Florida on October 30. AFP

reported. AFP contacted the
Department of Transport and
FAA seeking more details about
the airports that would be
affected.

United Airlines issued a state-
ment on social media that said
“long-haul international and
hub-te-hub flights will not be
impacted.”

More than 10,000 flights to or
from the United States experi-
enced delays last weekend,
according to the tracking ser-
vice FlightAware.

The government shutdown
became the longest in US his-
tory on Wednesday, eclipsing
the 35-day record set during
President Donald Trump's first
term. Airport workers calling in
sick rather than working with-
out pay — which led to signifi-

cant delays — was a major fac-
tor in Trump bringing an end to
that 2019 shutdown.

More than 60,000 air traffic
controllers and Transportation
Security Administration officers
are now working without pay,
and the White House has
warned that increased absen-
teeism could create chaos at
check-in lines.

House Speaker Mike Johnson
said in late October that five
percent of flight delays had been
the result of staffing shortages
but that number had now
increased to more than 50%.

He warned at the time that
the “longer the shutdown goes
on, and as fewer air traffic con-
trollers show up to work, the
safety of the American people is
thrown further into jecpardy.”
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Airlines report ‘severe’ GPS
spoofing over Delhi for 7 days

Such occurrences have been reported within a 60-nautical-mile radius of the capital, resulting

in false navigation data, say pilots and ATC personnel; DGCA inquiring into reports, says official

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

ircraft flying over
A Delhi have been ex-
periencing  “sev-

ere” GPS spoofing over the
past week, causing false
navigation data such as in-
correct aircraft positions
and misleading terrain
warnings, according to pi-
lots and air trafhic control
(ATC) sources.

“The Directorate Gener-
al of Civil Aviation [DGCA]
is seized of the matter,” a
top government official
said, adding that they were
enquiring into the inci-
dents. A meeting was held
between S.K. Sinha, Secre-
tary, Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion, and Faiz Kidwai, Di-
rector-General, DGCA, on
Thursday evening.

Such occurrences have
been reported within a 60-
nautical-mile radius of Del-
hi over the past week, ac-
cording to an air traffic
controller. Another ATC of-
ficial said the disruptions
often required manual in-
tervention, with controll-
ers providing direct naviga-
tion guidance to cockpit
Crew.

A pilot with a leading
airline said he had encoun-
tered GPS spoofing on all

A pilot with a leading airline says he encountered GPS spoofing on

all six days he operated flights last week. GETTY IMAGES

six days he operated flights
last week. During one ap-
proach to Delhi airport, his
cockpit systems even is-
sued a false terrain warn-
ing, suggesting obstacles
ahead where none existed.
Others encountered a simi-
lar warning while taking
off from the airport. This
has also caused flight de-
lays at the busy airport.
The above sources ex-
plained that while it was
common to experience
GPS spoofing over India’s
border with Pakistan, such
incidents over Delhi were
unusual. There wasn’t any
advisory alerting pilots and
controllers to military exer-
cise in the vicinity of Delhi

requiring them to exercise
caution,

Type of cyberattack
Spoofing is a type of cyber-
attack that transmits false
GPS signals to mislead na-
vigation systems.

The global airlines body,
the International Air Tran-
sport Association (IATA),
and the United Nation’s
aviation safety watchdog,
International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO), have
warned that these disrup-
tions pose a significant and
growing threat to aviation
safety.

In December 2024, an
Embraer 190 operating an
Azerbaijan Airlines passen-

ger flight from Baku to
Grozny, Russia, was struck
and severely damaged by a
Russian surface-to-air mis-
sile, killing 38 of 67 on-
board. Russian President
Vladimir Putin apologised
to his Azerbaijani counter-
part, [lham Aliyev, for what

he called a “tragic
incident”.
Between 2021 and 2024,

reported cases of GPS sig-
nal loss surged by 220%,
according to [ATA’s data.

The Ministry told Parlia-
ment in March that as ma-
ny as 465 GPS interference
and spoofing incidents
were reported in the bor-
der region, mostly in the
Amritsar and Jammu
areas, between November
2023 and February 2025.
In November 2023, the
DGCA directed airlines to
establish standard operat-
ing procedures and submit
bi-monthly reports on
spoofing incidents.

GPS spoofing in itself
doesn’t hamper the safety
of an aircraft, as aircraft
systems are built with sev-
eral redundancies, includ-
ing the Inertial Reference
System that’s also used for
navigation, which continue
to operate safely for up to
five hours even if a primary
system fails.
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British national facing
deportation escapes from

airport immigration area

Express News Service
New Delhl, Noventber 7

IN Aserious lapse of security at
Delhi Airport, aBritishnatonal
arriving from Bangkok alleg-
edl escaped from the fmmi-
gration area last week, promp-
timge an extensive manhunt by
secunity agences.

Officials said the incident
tonk placeon October 28, when
the passenger, Fitz Patrick,
landed in Delhi on Alr India
flight A1333 from Bangkok.

Patrick was scheduled to be
deported to the UK via Thai-
land. but managed to evade
authorities after landing in

Delhi. Policesald during imoi-
gration clearance, he gave se-
curity personnel the slip and
exited the restricted area with-
outcompleting the formalities.

Anthorties suspect that the
passenger may have fled
through an unsecured section
ofthe arrival zone, by passing
checks meant to prevent un-
atithorsed moverment.

Asenior official said that
teams from the Delhi Police,
Bureau of Immigration, andthe
CISF are probing the breach.

Sources said an alert has
been issued acrossalrports and
hotels in NCR to locate the
missing passenger.
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Rs 460 cr disbursed for Kangra airport
expansion, says Himachal CM Sukhu

ASHWANI SHARMA

SHIMLA: The Himachal Pradesh
government has released Rs 460
crore as land compensation for
the expansion of Kangra airport,
one of the three key airports in
the state. The proposal for the
expansion of the airport, I:hﬂugh.
was initialed in 2013, but received
a grealer push after Chief Min-
ister Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu
announced the plan to make
Kangra the tourism capital of
the E[:I[I: two years back.

ﬂ involves the sequisi-
tiom of the land over 147 hectares
afland in 14 villages of Shahpur
and rea tehsil, 12 km from
Dharamshala.

At a review meeting of the
towrism projects on Thursday, the
CM said land awards amounting
toy Bis 460 crore have been released
and disbursed to the beneficiaries
towards land acquisition for the
expansbon of Kangra airport, while
another Rs 1899 crore in awards
are ready for dishursement.

“The expansion of Kangra air-
port is of paramount importance

as it will bolster the economy of

not only Kangra distriet but alsa
the adjoining districts. It will go
along way in promat ing lourism
activities in this region, thereby
generating employment and self-
cmp{u}m.tnlup]:lmumtlﬁ for the
local youth,” he said

The CM also reviewed the
ongoing plans of setting up heli-
ports across the state and directed
to accelerate the construction
work. The operational authori-
sation for Sanjauli and Ram-
pur Bushahr heliports has been
received from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
and directed that those opera-
tons should commence soon aller
completing the remaining codal
formalities. The CM reviewed
the construction work of other
heliparts being set up at Kagnid-
hdar in Mandi district, Rakkar
and Palampur in Kangra district,
Sultanpur in Kullu district, Reck-
ongpeo in Kinnaur district, and

Jaskot in Hamirpur district and
instructed the officers o com-
plete these projects by next year.

The CM said that better air
connectivity for travellers will
boost tourism in these areas. He
asked for the identification and
operationalisation of new heli-
copler routes to better serve the
tourists. Sukhu directed officials
1o expedite the construction of the
Aithar tourist complex in Bilas-
pur district, as 46 per cent of the
work has been completed so far.
Healso reviewed various tourism
projects funded by the ADB and
instructed that their construction
work be accelerated.

Tourism contributes signif-
teantly to Himachal Pradesh’s
economy, making up approsi-
mately 7% of the state's GDP. This
sector is a key driver of growth,
second only to aEril:uliu.n: if ils
contribution to the state’s Gross
Domestic Product. The tour-
ism sector also provides signifi-
cant I:m]JELI}".I‘.I‘I-I:‘J‘.Il opportumities,

directly and indirectly.
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ATC glitch hits IGIA ops,
over 300 flights delayed

JITENDRA CHOUB EY & hew Dot

A major gliteh in the alr traffic
control (AT C) system at Delhl's
Indira Gamdhl Internationad
Alrport caused widespread de
laye for hundreds of departing
Mights on Thursday and Friday
creating & ripple effect acmss
the country

By early Priday evening,
more than 400 i ghis had been
dedaged nt Delhi’s TG Alrport,
according to data from Might
tracker Flightradar2d The av-
crage delay time was &5 min
ntes with o disruption index al
4.7 on a dcale of 5. There are
alsn reportsol dozens of Mights
impacted at Mumbai's Chiat-
rapatl Shivajl Mahoara] Inter

nintional Alrport

Dethi Internat ional Alrport
Limited stated that #ight oper-
atlons In Delhl had been dis-
rupted due toan angolng Eaoe
with the Automatic Messape
Switchlng Systom (AMSS). Pas
sepgiere were advized to follow
their airlines’ updates on re-
vised sohedules.

The AMSS is eritical as it
provides essent ial infor mation,
inelnding autamatic Might
plans, to the Aute Track Sys-
tem used by air tralic control-
kera The ghitches prlmarily af
fected departing Nighis, eading
to a ciscnding effect on arrival
Nights that Baesd delay: doe o
a lack of parking space occu-
pledd by depoarting alrerafl
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Air Traffic Chaos At IGI Leaves Flyers At Sea

Many Anxiously Wait For Updates As Glitch Delays Takeoffs
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$460-cr dishursed for Kangra airport expansion: CM

TrmunNe NEws SERVICE

SIIMLA, NOvESTmIm 6
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu on Thursday
said awards worth Rs 460
crore have been neleased for
the land acquired to expand
Kangra atrpart. He said
another installment of Rs
1894 crore was ready for
disburse ment

While reviewing tounsm
projects, he said expansion
of Kangra airport would bal-
ster economy of the region,
“It will go & long way in pro-
moting tourksm oetivities,
genersting employment and
self-em plovment opportuni
tes for locals,” said Sukhu

He also reviewed the

Says 11,899 crore will be released soon

AL 1

ongang project of settng
up heliporis oscross the
state and directed to accel-
crate  the construction
work, “The operational
authmisaticn for Sanjsuli
and Rampur Bushahr heli-

Chiof Minister Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu addresses the media,

ports has been recerved
from the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Awviation
(DGCA) and operations
should commence soon
after completing  the
remaining codal formali

tizs." he said.

Sulkhu reviewed the ongo-
ing constroction work of ather
heliports being =4 up at
Kangnidhar in  Mandi,
HRakknr and Palampurin Kan-
ra. Sultenpur n Kulh, Rede
ong Pro i Kinnaur and
Jaseot in Hamirpur and
instructed the officers to com-
plete these projects by next
year “Betterarr connectivity
for the tounsts will boost
tourism, New routes for
operation of the helicopiers
should be wdentified and
made operaticnal to facili
tate the tourists” he said,

He also reviewed vanous
projects being constructed
with Asian Development
Bank funding.
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DGCA revises aircraft leasing
norms for domestic carriers

H‘-lt Wald
Hew Oulte

The Directorate General of
C:I'.'I| Aviation [DGCA) has
norma povern-
:r{; wet and damp leasing of
aircraft by Indisn carriers. In
aviation ~parlance, 2 wet
feake refiers to an armangs-
ment  where the |lessor
provides the aireraft along
with the crew, maintenance
and msurance. Under adamp
bense lissor provides the air-
cradt aned parl'ia| crew Sup-
port, with the lessee supply-
i the remaining personoel.
Notably, 0 majority of In-
dis's more than 800 aireraft
in oommercial service are on
leage,

DGEAAPPROVAL
h&tmlmg to the wpdated
rl.-j.p.lla.ur.m.. sd.'u:du]l.ﬁd
lings may now seek DGOA
approval to indict foreign-
registered aircralt on o wet
or damp kease basis for any
emergent operational sifu-
ations such a4 the groundin
of aireraft or ml’umnﬁ
mainlenance FeguEre-
ments. However, the restric-
tion will not apply to leises
undertaken  for  govern-

| °

ment's own nquilv.'n'mnl:s.
inciusding Fla operations. Be-
gides, the rovided Ol Avd-
ation  Requirement  (CAR)
empowers the regubstor o
relax, on & one-fime basis,
the minimum ‘Effective Im-
plementation’ (EI) score re-
guirement for permitting a
wet or damp kesse of sincraft
for o duration not excesding
gixmonths.

This relaxation can onby
be granted under “exigent
circumstance” and pr:\?gud
that the aircraft is indocted
witliin 43 davs from the date
af in-prind £ approy

Impartantly, oo further
relaxation may be om-
idm'd unr_'\]r_llhr;ﬂmﬂls after

¢ expiry of the previowshy
gramed relaxation period.

Furthermiore, the amend-
ment stipulates that sircraft
propased  for  passenger
trangport under @ wet or
damp bease must be less than
X0 years old, while those in-

tended for cange operations
mist be below 25 yeard. The
DGCA has aleo darified that
imder such leasing arrange-
ments, the kssor retains op-
eratiomal control of the air-
craft, amd all fight
operations  mast  comply
with the eratioml spe-
cifications usued by the
*State of the Operator”
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DGCA probing air navigation spoofing: Sources

L.}

Rohit Vaid

how Dl

The Direcvor General of Civil
Aviation {IMGCA) has begun
investigating suspected

spoafing incidents over the
mational capital's airspace,
sources told hediecsline.

Intechnical parlance, such
high-tech spoofing imvolves
the mani ion of mavigs-
tion sig This deceives an
aircraft’s onboard SYSLEMS
Into miscaleulating its actual
position, altmde, or fight
path.

FALSE SIGNALS
This sophisticated ac is car-
riend ot the deliber-
are transmission of false or
manipulated na{%aunn sig-
nals — typically Global Nav-
igacion  Sarellite  Svstem
(GNSS)  signals such as
Global Positioning Svstem
(GPS).

In the past week, fights
operating o and from Delhi

rport have reported En-
stunces of such spoofing. As

per sources, the spocfing in-

ON ALERT. Flights operating to and fram Delhi Aifport have
reported instances of such spoafing

cidents  have ated
within a range of 20 nautical
miles of the Delhi Airpart.

Following these incidents,
the DGCA has begun collect-
ingg vital data poings.

Accordingly, information
such as the Type of aircrafi af-
fected, the geographical
zones where anomalies were
detected, and the percentage
of flight operations impacted
are being compilad.

Besides, sources said that
once all the information is

gathered, it will be shared
with security agencies w
help determine the extent

possible source of the
interference.

However, sources clarified
that there 5 no cawse for
public concern, noting that
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
[MoCA) and other security
agencies are on alert and are
closely monitoring the situ-
ation. In addition, pilots fy-
ing in Delhi's .urspm have
been instructed to maingain

Ministry of Civil
Aviation and
other security
agencies are on
alert and are
closely monitoring
the situation

direct commumnication with
Air Traffic Contral (ATC)
and to rely on sapplement-
ary navigation apparans o
verify positional

Furthermore, aviation ae-
thoriries emphasised thart all

ECAUTIONAry Measures are
in place o ensure fight
safery and  operatiomal
connuicy.

Nonetheless, the Centre
has bunched a formal invest-
igation into the incidenrs,
with technical and security
teams working jointly to as-
sess the siuation and pre-
VETIT ANY FECUITENCE.

Speaking to businecsline,
an aviator operating 4 Mum-
bai-Delhi ﬂlglh: for a leading
airline confirmed imterfer-

ence with
AVSTEMmS.

" “Pilors are aware of such
incidents occurring over the
NCR. Many have re
these incidents over the last
several days," an aviator with
a leading domestic carrier
told businessiine,

A source imvolved in aie-
port rations told busi-
nessiing that the spoofing in-
cidents  oocurred  during
take-off and landing se-
quences, thereby impacring
aiFport operations.

“These spoofing incidents
are similar wo area-denksl
mechanisms nsed m deter
drones from entering certain
airspace,” sources told busi-
nessiine.

navigarion

TERRAIN READINGS
“Soch mechanisms feed in-
correct co-ordinates or ter-
rain readings 1o a drone's
guiance systemn. In the case
of aireraft, however, under a
radar controlled  environ-
ment, the ATC (air traffic
comtrol) controllers provide
direcrions o pilots to ensure
a safe landing.”
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Noadverse inference against pilot in Air India crash report: SC

—
Aaratrika Bhasmik
Matm' Deeihii

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day orally observed thar no
fault can be ascribed to TJ:ue
pilot who was commandin §
the Air India Boeing 78
Dreamliner that crashed
shortly after take-off from
Ahmedabad on June 12
claiming over 250 lives, and
clarified that no official re-
had sought o hold the
pﬂﬂmdqm crew Ei‘:pmm'b]e
A Bench of Justices Su
Eant and Joymalya Bage i.
said it was even Pt‘ﬂpﬂh‘.‘d o
record this postion form-
ally, as it agreed to hear a pe-
tition filed by Pushkar Raj
Sabharwal, the father of the
late Caprain Sumeet Sabhar-
wal, seeking a judicially mon-
itored | meng:mon into the
crash. Appearing for the peti-
toner, senlor advocate Go-
pal Sankaranarayanan con-
tended thar the preliminary

CLEAN CHIT. We can always clarify that nobody, and especially
the pilat, can be blamed For the tragedy, says the SC Bench

findings of the Alrcraft Acci-
demt Inwestigation Bureau
(AAIB) were “biased and in-
complete”, arguing that they
ed to atrribute the
Eﬁcmnfthtamhm pilot er-
ror while overlooking pos-
sible technbeal and systemic
failures thar warranted an in-
dependent probe.

Allaying the petitioner’s
concerns thar his son was be-
ing unfairly blamed, the
Bench said, “This is an ex-
tremely unfortunate  acci-
dent. But you should not

carry the burden that your
son is being blamed. We can
always clarify that nobody,
and especially the pilor, can
be blamed for the tragedy.”

ADVERSE INFERENCE
The judges further noted
that the preliminary report
did not contain any adverse
inference against the pilot.
“We have gone chro
the report. There is no in-
sinuarion ageins: the pilo at
all. Whatever could be the
reason for the wragedy, it is

not the pilogs,” the Bench re-
marked. Emphasising that
the objective of the probe
wag preventive and not
irive, Justice Bagchi re-
marked, “There is just a men-
don of the cockpiz recorder
where one pilot asks your
son whether he tumed off a
switch and your son answers
in the negative. That s all
there is in the report. The
main purpose of the Investi
ation is oo ensure such ing
ents donot recur.”

FUEL CONTROL

According to the AAIE re-
port, the fuel control
switches of the aireraft

“ransidoned” 1w the
“Curotf™ ftion  three
seconds after It became air-
borme, cutting off fuel supply
and canging engines to
shur down. The report noted
that the cockpit voice re-
cording caprured one pilot
ask.lnlgsdwnﬁmhar “wiry dxpllihe
cur off#, to which the col-

league responded that he had
not done so. It did not darify
whether the switch move-
mnt was inadvertent or de-
liberate, but identified the
fuel cut-off as the immediare
cause of the disasrer.
Sankaranara n further
submirted that the luger
concern pertained to the in-
tegricy of the i ry, and al-
]:E;edwﬂut invgij:lgaknm Tead
pesed  inappropriate  per
somal quest . &memﬁm
He also referred to a Wall
Street Jowrnal repory which,
citing unnamed government
sources, had implied pilot

nce.

Llg'h.e Bench, however, dis-
migsed the credibilicy of such
re| e “With respect,
ynﬂoﬂnﬁmd have filed aP:!uit
against The Wall Street
Jouwrnel Im an  American
court. Your s under-
smmhhh: L'fu re s aclear
incongrui

lic
pan:epmn and the fpubl
position,” the judges said.
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Pilot-in-command
not to be blamed
for A-1crash,
observes SC

The Supreme Court onFriday
ohserverd thai mo faul could
be mrributed totbe pilot- o
command of Alrindia's Boesing
7H7 Dreamliner that crshed in
Ahmedshed in_Fune this year.
A5 ANy a5 2 people,
irchueding the rwm pilom and
il crew mesmbers., had disd in
thas crash.

A Bench of essices Surnya
Eantand . foymalya Ragchl made
ihisobsermtionwhile hearingn
pies Al by Pushlnr s
Sablrwal, fifes of Commanider
Sumee=s Sahifusrwal, the pilon-iny
cocmmand of the i e gty
The petnioner has sought an
Indlependent, courn-manitored
probie i che accident, alleging
i inthe-onpoing nvesrgarion
by the Adervadt Aocident:
Terwestigti o uresn UAATE]L

Appearing for the petitiones:
Semior Advocae Gopal
Sambaranarmyanan argeed tha
thes excisting imvestiparion bcked
indlepentance and falled in
insgire public coafidence e
urgedthe SCbo directa fudicialiey
supervised imvest igation under
Bule zofche Adrcraf:
fimvestigation af Accidems and
Incidenes) Eules, which calls for
impartialicy in mach inquirie

Taking note nithe
submiseions, the Bendh ssued
noticss ivthe Centie, the
Disecioeme Gereeral of Chil
Amaion [[HEC) and the AAER
el sid the mamerwosld be
hezzd along with 3 ponnecte|
pezition on Movember i

Durizyg the procesdisgs,
Timaice Surya Kant resssupedihe
peibones that ms Blame could be
Latl nn ks lstesan. “lrsan
extremelyunformmaie ineident,
frut vors shamle not bear the
burden cheyourson s being
blamed. Nobody canhlamehim
oramyaking ™ the jsdge said.

Tumt=Fage 10

Pilot-in-command not to
be blamed for A-1 crash,
observes Supreme Court

Bastice Rage i sdded tharths
AATH' prelimi nery fmdbings

pilie oo, sl
I d clal e

il e kst To Eimy sl o
e pags asf e pdlims,

Sakarinarapenan el
refieted o okl safEy cm
caita lvulving Boelug alr
o, uging tho  mhe
Almeladel  cragh - be
enanlesd 1 thar ledsder
coflesr.  Justice  Bagehl
however, nited e s
asising the inveszigal
Erurap ry el sonsilie ol
Lstgging 18 ardLery o
Wik ST

The peimisnes  Tunbed
W a1 Wiall Brnas
Semiisnal EEpOMT  RAEgesling

Thiee Bherie b alliimoh snastel tie- alg
niflessees ol bl pagar

e an bl concernsd
witho s fsresen melisias,
Thar i sy fegorilsg. No
ane here believis £ e O
pllins Buh™ the Fench
reiiarkol.

Salbua raval b et Fddet
Erheil of Deallin Pl luve
mou e nfiar B oo gt AT

ulry be repleced wiilan
I‘L‘|:I’.1lklu punel ol &5
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rcbebes coffie ke witoss £t
iy = def Uiy el
Eliar Che pripdirednaly et
Wi Oe-skbed] lHACdng ar
pilint eredn wiele oo bl g
#yilemne  end  lechnlosd

goel
In Scpceitbist, s el

court hed sbeady  voleed
L el Bhe selisnive
leskilng of the AAINS
prellilitsy fepart, osuthon
g ehsr parlsl dischoaiure
hisk il i pailile peEreep
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Al Crash: No One Blames YOUI' Son, SC Tells Pilot's Father

Bench seeks Centre,
DGCA reply on plea for
court-monitored probe

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Friday said that a preliminary re-
port on the June 12 Air India erash,
which killed over 250 people, does
not cast any blame on the pilot of thoe
Boeing 787 Dreamliner that went
down shortly after take-off from Ah-
medabad

Clarifying that no official finding
had held the pllot responsible, a Bench
of Justlces Surva Kant and Joymalya
Bagehi nddressed concerns raised by
Pushkaraj Sabharwal, father of dece-
ased pilot Captain Sumeet Sabharwal,
that his son might be unfairly blamed,

*First af all, it was an unfortunate

plane erash, and secondly, vou sho-
uld not carry a burden on yourself
that your son is being blamed. The pi
lot is not to be blamed for the plane
erash. [t wasanaccident,” the Bench
told senior advocate Gopal Sankara-
naravanan, appearing [or Sabhar
wal

“We have gone through the report.
There 1= no insinuation against the
pilot at all... Whatever could be the
reason for the tragedy, it is not the pi
lots. Noone in the country believes it
was the pllot’s (ault,” the Bench ob-
served, while seeking responses
from the Centre and the Director Ge-
neral of Civil Aviation (DGCAjona
petition filed by the 91-year-old fat-
her and the Federation of Indian Pi-
lots. The plea seeks a court-monito-
red probe led by o former Supreme
Court judge.

Emphasising that the preliminary
probe had not atiributed any fault to
the cockpit crew, Justice Kant sajd:
“There 1s only a mention In the cock-

Flllp!m'l;u of wreckage of Alr India Dreamiingr near Ahmedabad airport

pit recorder where one pilot asks yo-
i son whether he turned off a
switch, and vour son replies in the
gt bve. That isall there is in the re-

port. The main purpose of the inves-
tigation {5 to ensure such incidents
donot recur.”

Sankaranaravannn submitted that

concerns arose alter a Wall Streei Jo-
urnal report suggested pllot error
based on unnamed government so-
urees

“It was a nasty reporting only to
blame India, We are not bothered by
foreign media reports. No one [n the
country bellieves that it was the pi
lot's fault,” the Bench remarked

Sankaranarayanan argued that the
Airerafi Accident Investigation Bu-
reau (AAIB) NMindings were “blased
and incomplete,” appearing to focus
on pllost error while overlooking other
possible causes,

In September, the apex court had is-
sued notices to the Centre and DGCA
“for the limited purpose of ensuring
a fair, impartial and expeditious in-
vestigation by an expert body” into
the London-bound flight's crash

The Safety Matters Foundation, an
aviation safety NGO led by former
pilot Amit Singh, has also sought a
court-monitored independent probe
Iito thie tragedy
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AirIndiaissues alert for flyers
over delays in flights

IANS
Mew Dalhi, Nov 5

Air India on Wednesday alerted its pas-
sengers that the departure of some of the
airline’s flights will be delayed due to "a
third-party connectivity network issue
that had impacted check-in systems at
some airports”.

The Tata Group airline said the system
has now “been restored”, However, some
of the Air India flights may continue to
be delayed for some time as the situation
normalises progressively, according to
a statement. “Passengers flying with us
today may check their flight status before
heading to the airport and allow extra time
for their journey,” the Air India statement
said. Meanwhile, Air India had said on
Tuesday that it was operating a relief flight
to ferry the passengers of the San Francis-
co-Delhi flight, which was diverted to Mon-
golia due to a suspected technical issue.

Air India flight AI174, operating from
San Francisco to Delhi via Kolkata on
November 2, made a precautionary land-
ing at Ulaanbaatar after the flight crew
suspected a technical issue en route,

The airline further said that along with
local authorities and the Indian Embassy
in Mongolia, it has been looking afterthe
passengers and crew, including providing
them with hotel accommodation.

“(uests have been kept informed
about the arrangements being made to
fly them to Delhi. At Air India, the safety
and wellbeing of our passengers and crew
remain top priority,” an Air India spokes-
person said.

The airline had said in an earlier state-
ment that the aircraft landed safely at
Ulaanbaatar and was undergoing the nec-
essary checks, In the meantime, Air India
has been granted a temporary extension
of flight duty time for two-pilot Boeing
787 Dreamliner planes flying on Euro-
pean routes, which have become longer
due to the closure of Pakistani airspace,

the Directorate General of Civil Aviation |

AirIndia &

A third-party connectivity network

issue had impacted check-in systems

at some airports, thereby delaying

Hight departures of some airlines,
including Air India. The system has since
been restored. However, some of our
fiights may continue to be delayed for
some time as the situation normalises
progressively. Passengers fiying withus
today may check their flight status on
hittps:/fairndia.comfin/en/manage/flight-
status html before heading to the airport
and allow extra time for their journey.

(DGCA) said last week.

The extension was based on specific
operational reasons linked to planes on
European routes having to undertake
longer flight paths following the shut-
down of Pakistan's airspace, according to
the civil aviation regulator. For two-pilot
Boeing 787 operations, the Flight Duty
Time Limitation (FDTL) has been extend-
ed to 10 hours and 30 minutes from 10
hours, and the Flight Duty Period (FDF)
increased to 14 hours from 13,
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No one in the country  No one believes it was

believes it was pilot’s
fault: SC on Al crash

Aaratrika Bhaumik
MNEW DHELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day orally observed that no
fault could be ascribed to
the pilot who was com-
manding the Air India Boe
ing 8T Dreamliner that
crashed shortly after take-
off from Ahmedabad on
June 12, claiming over 250
lives, and clarified that no
official report had held the
cockpit crew fesponsible
for the tragedy.

A Bench of Justices So-
rya Kant and Jovmalya Bag-
chi said it was even willing
to record this position for-
mally as it took up for hear-
ing a petition filed by Push-
kar Raj Sabharwal, father
of the late Captain Sumeet
Sabharwal, seeking a judi-
cially monitored investiga-

The court clarified
that no official report
had held the cockpit
crew responsible for
the June 12 iragedy

tiomn into the crash.
Appearing for the peti-
tioner, senior advocate Go-
pil Sankaranarayanan con-
tended that the
preliminary findings of the
Alreraft Accident lnvestiga-
tion Bureau (AATB) were
“Mased and incomplete™
and appeared to attribute
the cause of the crash to pi-
lot error while overlooking
possible technical and sys-
temic failures that warrant-
ed an independent probe.

CONTINUVED ON
= PAGE 10

pilot’s fault, observes S(

Citing Rule 12 of the Arcraft (nvestigation of Ao
dents and lncidents) Rules, 2007, Mr. Sankaran
rayanan argued that the Centre was mandated
institute a formal investigation mto the cras
“That has not been done. What we have instead
a preliminary investgation under Rule 57 |
subminted.

Allaying the petitoner’s concerns that his s
was betng unfairly blamed, the Bench said, 11
is an extremely unfortunate accident. But w
should not carry the burden that your son is bei
blamed, We can alwavs clarify that nobodv, m
especially the pilot, can be hlamed for the trag
dy." The Bench further noted that the prelimina
report drew no adverse Inference against the |
lot. "We have gone through the report. There is1
insimuation against the pilot at all... 1t just recor
a cockpit recorder which says one pilot enguir
of the other: 'Huave you switched off the fu
switch?”, and he says ‘No', 50, there's no guesti
of the repart apportoning blame,” justice Bage
remarked.
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| 0.5 GOVT | CONGRESSIONAL PARALYSIS OVER FEDERAL BUDGE!

Hundreds of flights cut as

US shutdown

Ageniles
afien {Horun srires o
WASHINGTON:  Hundreds ol
Mights were cano bl e
Ut Sepes om Frielay adter the
Trismp acninstration ordered
rihiTinis & ¢ase s{rain of air
tralfc comtrollers working wich-
ot pay emid congresshanal
pemwlvuis crer the edvrl Badges.

The 40 afrpots sedeciod by the
Fideral Avdacion Admitnismrion
(P} fior reductioms span marne
tham twa dosen staEtes ani
imclwde bubs such as Atlangs
Dalaa, Deever, Los Arnpeles,
Nesiml and Newsirk

With Republicons and Domie
o o i bieter smndoll over
spibdimig prioetis. s hedlig
tienlthsrare, Congress has ground
e 3 szamduiill, leaving ibe enelie
Tederal Funding spigot dhosed.

Wast mumbers of govermeneni
ermpledes, ihctuding vital alrpon
stalll are ether working witkoai
ey o furiousghed at home, wan
tneg Lo ther s memrly Sta-wock
ok imend

The Mighe redisstions wene 1o
take cflect gradually over the
cexming days, searting at 4% and
risifng 1o D% mew week il Con
gressatill hasn't reached a fand-
I el

Mure than B15 MNights have
been cilled off miicnwide
o mE 1o g Y sre

The mast affected sirports
e hi e g OV Hure, Harsheld:
Jackswm tn Atkania. Deiives and
Dmllas-Fort Worih, soooeding ts
dia anshaed by AFT

“This is frustratimg. We don'i
need i be in this possion,”
Amirican Abrfines (D Raber
| sacaem vsled OB

The uphesval menns ordinsry
Americais s now directly foel-

5

rags

on

-

_J !

Travellers walhl Inllneai s seesriny clseckpolni o George Bush

Intereontimenial Airport im ooeston, Tews om Friday.

Iiig he Enpocts of the Washing:
iom Fglu, where the fundmg shut-
diwsn gy Diemdser |, incyessirg
prossure an bath parties,

Thar Sevarie: vwas e prcted oy
lar the 15th time an Friday 1o
approve & shurt-torm, House
st funding measare ihat
wenikd reopen I pov Tl —
bt e vode wins expecied to fil
lice the previous b4

US Trumsportulion Secretary
Span Duffy Blamm Demucmmis
aaving Uiy ahould vese [ feopen
(ke povermment. ¥ Demoerats
AT T i o b 1 i vk
i, miiad iy v bugil the goveéin
maeni ahai down, thai's shame-
Bel” D o] weguorters of B
g Mational Airport

Hiowsver, Repubbicans oonemel
Corgress and Deinccsts have
sk ihey will refuse bosign ofl on
the oy parny's idger plans
inchacting severe bl hoare cuts

]

Thae Bight rodiction msssne
wme w5 the coumtry evmers i
isdest e tme of the year
wilh e Thanksghing hasdey
Just werks away,

Amarican Alrkings sk i g
statement that s scheduled
meniuction mmomied i 220 ligh
canointions coc day,

Dot A | s i |1 v -
ingg shent 170 (Bghs seberduled
lor Friday, wihile broadcmstes
NN meporied] Sodtnees Aldine
mogd aFvand 100 [lighs s T
Ut dary.

It b enelenr whnhee redoesd
Migghits camibed el Al ks, s onsd
and ibe travel indusiry have
rgod Compress o end ibe shus
dvwn, which on Wednesday
erume the onges on recond

Thee ciits conild brclude wj Lo
LBHP Nighvis and about J68000
s corn e, Aracing I e
ostimate
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Can’t blame pilots for Al crash, says
SC, agrees to (.()I]SI(IL‘I‘ fresh probe

Utkarsh Anand

e Sl T e

NEW DELI: The Sapeemme Coun
on Friday enderisned that
juirts. of ther Adi Liwin Bloriteg 7R7
Mvamdines thad orasdaedon Ao
[ ke owey 2590 peaapsie carme
e Parld resporssilbde for the g
rdy, and that ni powermmCn
FEport furs somghl 0 sppornion
bekarme on theem. The oot addod
thud 1w preparod o slale Dhis
oo reord cven o 1 agroed o
cxamuine a peea filod by the Gther
o (O pid-s-oerring socking 5
pati il myrstornd erediiien

A broch of postiors Sorva
arnd Jowtrsadya Bapctd ok wenew
sdvocatr Cerpual Sanicranarm ey
nan appearing for peitthonses
Pushicars) Sabbareal — Lbither of
CapUain SeErsey] Sabdianaal wi
coerrnansded the Al Indes Py

Mt G By shwoualed reokl beear
the turden of any pereeived
vt .

On June 12, an Abr hodia fight

Carryimg 2 passrgpors sod 17
erew cranhed in Abrmeds baad

“Thes & an oxtnermcly wnlorms-
nuanr acokdent. Best vou showld o
Ty thes burnden thae vour son =
being blamed We can always
clarily that nobody amd cope
clally the pilol canse be blarmed
for the tragedy.” the borach sakd

Wi huve o throwgh the
report. There & no imbnuation
agaimsl the pilod af afl "~ addied
the bench, @tessing St the i
himinmry probe w e did not

ariwee fmit oo the oocige orow

“Theere i junt 3 remgon of te
occpd rovorder where one e
ks, woadr w00 w e e tarmed
ofl & switch and your son
afrswors in the pegathoe. Ths 5
all there b i the repaort. ™ said the
berach, i ng Pt o the Gen
tre and the Désector General ol
Ol Awiation [TMGCAL

Thie paetitiioon filond b Sabubusr
wal and the Foderaton of indian
Pt s somaghit 5 COuTT- M
tored nguiry, alleging that the
profmmery findases of the Adr
cralt Accident  Investigation
Board (AAIE) suggesting
“Tummuan error” were “delictve”
arud pgmored evidersoe of an chee
maal or digial e Gaure &
arpurs that to infer pulot crror
withaaot rubmg out muadfuncton
in the Bocing 757s digital con
trol architecture unfairky
e the decrased oow

Th presster will ow be beand
next werk adong,
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Shouldn’t carry burden of son being
accused, SCtells Al-171 p110t S father

Express News Service
Mo Dolled, Noweémber 7

EXFRESSING GRAVEconoern
over the *nasty reporting” In
the foreign press blaming the

| Adr India Dight 171 crash in
Ahmiedabad on pilot emor. the
Supremes Coun Friday lsoed
naticetothe Cenineana plEi by
one althe deceased pllots seek-
Iy am i:|1.r||.-|u-|:| dent |1r|:||'n.- Eto
the fune 12 accident in which
260 peoplewere killid

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagely ks-
suved notioe tothe Centreon the
plea by Pushiar BajSabharwal
the father of Commuander Su
meet Saldurwal.

“Isextreme ¥ unfortenatz
that this accident took place,
vl Eha g e it ke i Bost Bis son
But he should not carry this
timdlen that hisson & being nc-
cused or blamed oranything. .
Reperr wlw, thae unguage, st
all it is creating this kind of
wioiglmpresson, wewlll dar-
ify., MNobody can blume
himfor anything. There B no
question,” Justice Kant told
Senlor Advocate Gopal Sanka-
ranamyamn, who appennsd for
the father.

far India flight crashed in Ahmedabad on lune 12, killing 2600 .

Sandaranarsyanen refarned
the bench to Rule 12 af the Adr-
craft (Investigatlon of Accl-
dlents and [ncidents) Riikes, umd
sald it enfoins that the Cemme
will order an independent in-
vestigntion. " That has not hap-
peted. Wiat s happened s
preliminary  imvestigation
unider Rulat " the Senior Advo-
cote said.

O be hall of pilors father,
he said, "1 am the father of the
Commanderofthe plane,. Iam
D yearsokd, This isa non-inde-
pemdent investigution. It sho-

wld have been indepenclent. It
Teas talen fouir mond hs,”

To this, Justice Bagehi said
then=1% "no instntiation aggins
the pllol™

“Seepage 208, .. ¢ jUsT rec-
ords acockplt recorder which
says one pllot e ngubres of the
other: "Have you switched off
the fusl swhch?', and he says
Mol 5o, there's no question of
the repon apportioning Mame,
and. in faet, the Rules and the
A invvestigation am not toap-
portion blame, [1's Lo propose
better performance and the

meoiclance of such accidents in
the furture. Where & the couse
of action in thlswril petition™™

‘When Sankamanaraynnan
sadi] that desplie the confiden-
tality mssociated with the
probe, the Wil Streer fou el
corred o répon “based onin-
formation they have got from
this investigntion, Justice Rag-
chil said. “We ane not bothenad
aloait what i foreign press (re-
ports]”, Howewver, the senior
otnge] faad, " am. My 2060 &
bedmg attacked ™

Justice Bagrht asid, “Then
your sull should have been
apabnst the Wiall Streer fourml
in an Amercan court”,

To that, Senkaranarayins
sl the report 85 citing an In-
dian povernment source.
"Toesn Tmiatter. Thisisbya for-
elgn press whose insinustion s
comect,” snid Justhos |'I..'|E;e'|.'u
“This kind of nasty reporting
only because they want to bla-
e Indin..” Justioe Kontaddad.

"They (Investigarors) re-
piatedly insinuate whin they
oo and visit me” sadd Sanka-
ranomyan. The courtagreed to
heear it with another petition
also seeking a probe intothe
meatteron Movember k0.
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Govt to soon come out with SAF
policy, says Civil Aviation Minister

NEW DELHI: The government
will very soon come out with
a policy on Sustainable Avi-
ation Fuel (SAF), which can
help reduce crude oil imports,
increase farmers’ income and
create more green jobs, Civil
Aviation Minister K Rammao-
han Naidu said on Thursday.

Addressing a summit in
the national capital, the min-
ister stressed that adoption
of SAF (Sustainable Aviation
Fuel) demands more innova-
ton, investment and a collec-
tive international collaboration.

India aims to have | per cent
blending of SAF in jet fuel by
2027, 2 per cent blending by
20128 and 5 per cent blending
by 2030. SAF can be used asa
drop-in fuel in Aviation Tur-
bine Fuel [ATF), which pow-
ers aircraft.

The minister said that pri-
vate players should also be part

of SAF production besides the

otl companies,
Globally, the requirement
for SAF is estimated at 183 mil-

lion tonnes by 2040,

“From feedstock to fuel,
from farmers to fyers, and from
frying to flying, who would have
actually imagined that (those)
frying samosas also can par-
ticipate in this whole global
aviation movement (on SAF)
Maidu said.

India has more than 750
million tonnes of available bio-
mass and nearly 213 million
tonnes of surplus agricultural
residue.

Maldu said the government
will very soon come out witha
SAF }

Apart from rrducing car-
bon emissions, the minister
said SAF can empower farm-
ers by increasing their incomes
by 10-15 per cent.

Along with reducing our
crude ofl import bill by USD 5-7
billion every vear, SAF produc-
tion can also help create over 1
million green jubs across the
SAF value chain, Naidu said.

Al present, global SAF is
very less.

Maidu said that the coun-
try can produce SAF at highly
compelitive rates and the fuel
can also help address challenge
of growth versus sustainability.

India is one of the worlds
fastest growing civil aviation
markets and domestic carriers
have placed orders for more

than 1,700 planes. Fhl
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No one in country believes Al crash
in Ahmedabad due to pilot’s fault: SC

SUCHITRAKALYAM MOHANTY
i M el

THE Supreme Cowrt on Friday
sald that no one Blamed the
chiel pilot af the Air India
Dreamliner for the June 12
cragh in Ahmedabad, which
clairmed 260 Ives, and asked his
B8-year-old father not to carry
any emotional bumlen

During the hearing on the
plea fled by Pushkarmsj Sabhar-
wal, the 88-yvear-old father of
Late Cagtain Sumest Sahharwal
who served as the pilot- In-com
mand of the Alr India Dight
that crashed, the lop court ob-
servied that no one 1n Tndin be
lieved it was pilot's fandt

“It's extremely unfortunate
thal this crash ook place, but
youl Pushkarajh should not car-
ry this burden on yoursell that
your 4on 18 being blamed. No
body can Wame him (pilot) for
anything Mo one in India be-
lheves 1t 1s the pllot's fault, " said
a bench of Justices Surya Kant
and Joymalya Bagchil.

The court also jasued notlees
to the Cenmre, DGCA and others
after hearing the plea of Push-

Plea for mosqgua
rebullding rejected

The Suprems Cowrt an Friday
rejected an appeal challeng ing
an onder that rejected a
petition seeking divec iors fior
the reconstruction of a
masue in Madtya Pradest's
Ujjin, which was
demolished foliewing
land sequisition, A two-
Judge bench comprising
Justice Vikram Nathand |
Justice Sandeep Mehits
passad the order.

Why challenge NGT
onriver claaning

The Supreme Court an Friday
asked the Rajasthan
Rovernment why the state
industrial development and
Iveestment comporation has
chlenged an NGT onder
mimed at cleaning the
™, polluted Jojar rives, it
also asked the state to
apprise it whethes the
Chvic bodies concermed
want tocon tinue with
their appeals

karaj and the Fedemition of In
dian Pilots ( FIP) seeking dirvec-
tion for the constitution of a
panel For ajud leially monitored
probe inio the deadly crash
“Thers i3 no Insinuation
against him (pilot) even in the
preliminary report,” the bench
sadd. adding that 1 the fther s
worr led about Wall Street Jour
nal report, then he shonld move
the US court. Senior advocate

Guopal Senkaranarayanan, agp
pearing for Pushkara). said
that it all started after WSJ put
our i e port pointing to errors
an the partof the pilot,

I am the [wther of the com-
mander of the ploe .. 1 am 88
years old. This 8 a non-inde-
pendent [mvestigat lon. Tt should
have been '||'||1|1:u'm1r'r|r It hues
taken four months,” Sankara-
narayvanan submitied.
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SC offers solace to Air-India pilot’s father

FHOMEER NEW3 SERVICE
B Nesw Dehi

The Supreme Court (SC] on
Friday said no one blamed
the chiel pilof of the Air nddia
Dreamliner for the june 12
crash, which claimed 260
lives, and asked his m-year-
old father not o camy any
emaional burden

“There & no insinuation
against him even in the pre-
liminary report.” a bench of
ustices Surya Kant and
jayrralya Ragehi sxid, emipha-
sising that il necessary, the
court will clarify that the
pilost B2 not to be blamed
far the "unforiunate” plane
crash.

The o Cour issued notice
1o chee Cenitre and the Director
General of Civil Aviation
|DGCA on & phea of Pushkaraj
Sabharwal, the father of
deceased pilot Captain
Sumeet Sabharwal

Pushkaraj Sabharwal and
the Federation of Indian Pilos
have moved the Supreme
Court for a court-monkoered
Inquiry headed by a farmer
apex courl judge into the
crash of Air India flight Al
In Ahmedabad.

“First of all, it was an wnfor-
runate plane crash and sec-
oy, you should not carry a
burden on yourself that your
s0n i€ being blamed. The
pibot is niot 1o be blamed lor
the plane crash. It was an
accident,” rhe bench told
senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, appear-
ing for Pushkara) Sabharwal.

"Moo ang In the county
believes that it was the faukt
of the pilor,” it sakd

Sankaranarayanan said i1
all started after US pubilica-
tion Wall Street [ournal put
Ot @ NEwWs report pointing 1o
errers on the par of thie plbot

; B b
Wit India plane aash af ShmaSatad o ne 12, 2025

that led o the plane crash
and citing wunnamed
GOVETHTIENT SO4MTEs.

The bench said, "It was a
nasey reparting ondy to blams
nafia. Wi are nod bathered ty
forelim media reports. No
one in the country believes
that it was the lault of
the pilot.”

Sankaranarayanan said, "1
am apgrieved because my
S0 was atacked.”

justice Bagchi sadd if the
petitioner 5 agerieved by
the foreign media reports,
then, with respect, his
remedy lies in American
couft, where he can file a sule

“Your angst is wndersramd-
able but there is clear incon-
gruity between public per-
ceprion and the factual posi-
thon,” justice Bagchi added.

The judges read outa para-

graph from the preliminary
report of the Alrcralt Accident
Investigarion Board {AAIR)
Issued on fuly 12 and sasd
nimwhene does it state that the
pilet is to be blamed and it
anly refers o the conversa-
tion berween him and his
co-pilot
“There is just a mention of
thie coCkpit recorder where
one pllot asked whether the
Tueed wwas cuit off by the orher
amd rhe other pilor sakd mo
There's no suggestion of any
fault in that report. There is
nio quession of apportioning
blame on them.” |ustice
Bagchi said.
Sankaranarayanan pointed
ot thaal thiere were persistent
safiety Esues involving Boeing
afrcraft globally and the
Ahmedabad crash mist be
viewed in that larger context.

“The scope ol the AAE
Investigation is not o blame
but 1o suggest preventive
measures. Il necessary, we
wlll clarify that the pilor
cannot be blamed,” the
bench said.

“We are a country of
around 152 crore people and
none of them belleves the
bilame his 1o 2o o the pilo
Wharever could Be the
reason lor the ragedy, It is
ot ithee pilios,” i aebibed.

Sankaranarayanan said
thear they want an indepen-
dent probe into the mater
and the preliminary report
prepared alter the tragedy
was not based on an inde-
pendent investgarion.

|ustice Bagchi said the
investigation into the acc-
dent was conducted accond-
ing to the process.

“If yoru challenge the inves-
tigation, you have o chal-
lenge the statutory prowi-
sions of the [Aircraft) Act
iself,” the judge said.

Sankaranarayanan said,
"These pllots are olfering
thelr services 1o the nation.
Such kind of insinuations...
That's very sad.” The bench
tisred the matter for further
hearing on November 10,
along with other pending
petirions en the crash,

Pushkaraj Sabharwal has
SOught a “fair, ransparent
and technically robus™ imves-
tigation into the traglc inc-
dent,

He sakd his son had an
“unblemished career span-
ning over 30 years, with
15,638 hours of incident-free
Aying. including & 596 hoirs
on Boeing 7a7-8 aircraft,

without a single repored
lapse or incident Causing
latalities or othenwise”™.

The petition, fed through
APE] Chambers on OCtober
10, made Lnion Ministry of
Civl Avtation, DGCA and AAIE
respHnients.

The plea seeks directbons
lar the constiution of an
independent commites, also
COMmpIrising sviation and pech-
mical experts, ta probe
thi= crash.

The approachof the inves-
tigation has resulted in a
lallure to adegquately
examineg, or rule out, other
miare plavsible iechinical and
procedural Bactors relagking o
Bseing that could have con-
tritvuged bo the ragic incident,
the plea said.

“An incomglete and preju-
diced indgidny, without iden-
tificatbon of the exact case of
the accident, endangers the
lives of future passengers
and undermines aviarion
salery al karge, catsing a vio-
lation of Aricke 21 of the
Constimution” it said.

The probe team is domi-
nated by officers from DGCA
and the state aviation author-
ities whase procedures, over-
sight amd passible lapses are
directly implicated In the
investigation, it added.

The il-ated aircrai ook off
Irom Ahmedabad for Lomndon
Garwlck but crashed within
minutes, impacting the B
Medical College hostel
located bess than a nautical
mile from the end of
e menaay.

The Emergency Locator
Transmitter falled o ac-
vate, and both the piot-in-
command Captain Sumeet
sabharwal and co-pilor
Caprain Clive Munder lost
their lives in the crash, the
plea said.
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Flight cuts begin across US
as shutdown hits air travel

Int'l Flights Remain
Virtually Unaffected

Washington: Major airports
appeared to be working largely
as normal Friday as a wave of
flight cancellations hit the US,
but worries about travel were
bringing home the effects of
govt shutdown to Americans,

The cuts wers announced
by the Federal Aviation Admi-
nistration (FAA) thisweek tali-
mitalr traffic as the shutdown,
now the longest in US history,
leaves air traffic controllers
working without pay Major alr-
lines said most customers wo
uld mot be affected and that tra-
vellers who wanted to change
orcancela flight fora refund co-
uld do so. International flights
were virtually unaffected by
the cuts.

Starting Friday, the FAA re
guired airlines to cut 4% of
Aights at 40of the nation's busl-
est airports, including those
serving Atlanta. Chicago, Los
Angeles, New York and other
major cities. The mandate will
remain in place through Mot
day, rising to 6% Tuesday, B%
Thursday and 10% next Friday

Az of Friday morning, airli

nes had cancelled about 748
flights, about 3% of the 25,000
scheduled for the day That
constituted @ relatively light
disruption: If the mumber

holds, Friday would be the 72nd

Joint Base Andrews i home of Alr Force One, the aircraft used by POTUS

Several people ill at US base in Maryland
after a package with white powder opened

even people were briefly hospitalised after a suspicious

package containing a white powder was opened at the military
base near the US capital that is home to Air Force One, the
presidential jet, US media reported. The CNN television network
said initial tests of the unknown substance by a HAZMAT team
fournd it not to be hazardous but an investigation was ongoing. The
individuals at Joint Base Andrews who were taken to hospital on
Thursday were subsequently released, CNN said. Fox News said
some of therm had reported experlencing headaches. CHN, citing
sources familiar with the investigation, said the package also
contained what was described as “paolitical propaganda.” “Asa
precaution, the building and connecting building were evacuated.
Joint Base Andrews first responders were dispatched to the scene,
determined there were noimmediate threats,” the base said. are

waorst day for flight cancella-
tions gince the start of kast vear,
according to Cirium. *While it
I5 swdden, it s definitely not
chaotic," David Kinzelman,
United Airlines” chief custo-
mer afficer; said in an intervi-
ew on Thursday:

US employment report will
not be published again

The US Iabour department
Friday wasn't likely to publish
employment report for secomnd
month, The longest shutdown
on record, now in its secomd
matith, ssescEs

Cornell reaches
deal with Trump
govt to restore
research funds

vornell University rea-
( ched an agreement

4 with the Trump admi-
nistration on Friday that wo-
uld restore hundreds of mil-
lions in federal unding to the
university, according to uni-
versity and govt officials. The
agrecment would also end gi-
vernment investigations that
have placed the Ivy League
school under months of fede-
ral serutiny over accusations
of antisemitism and discri-
mination in admissions. in-
der the terms of the agree
ment. Cornell is expected to
pay a £330 million fine to govt
and to invest £330 million on
programs designed to enhan-
ce efficiency and lower costs
Inagricultureandfarming A
land-grant institution, Cor
nell is known for its agricul-
tural research programs,

In April. govtabrupily firo-
ze planned federal research
funding for the university
Govt had been scrutinising
Cornell after accusations of
racial discrimination, and
the university acknowledged
receiving dozens of stop
work orders. we
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Expedite work on upgraded instrument
landing system on main runway: DGCA

Saurabh.Sinha
atimesofindia.com

New Delhi: Amid rising ineci-
dents of GPS spoofing near
Delhi Alrport, the Directora
te General of Clvil Aviation
{(DGCA)Y has ordered the im
mediate promulgation of in-
strument  landing system
(ILS) category one (CAT Don
IGIA's main runway 10728 at
the 10or the Dwarka end
Advancing the date from
the originally proposed Nov
27, the regulator will now imp-
lement it this weekend, provi-
ding a major reliel for flight
operations  during easterly
winds, when alreraft land
from the Dwarka side and take
off towards Vasant Vihar
IndiGo had recently carri-
ed out a trial flight onrunway
10/28 o test the new system
installed after the alrstrip got
A new approach lighting sy-
stem as part of its upgraded
CAT Il ILS. The report had
been submitted to the regula
tor and now CAT | promulga
thon has been ex pedited
Sources sald a high-level

YOU READ IT HERE

A First: GPS Spoofing At Delhi Airport
Spooks Airlines, Aviation Authorities

Spoofing Corrupts GPS Sgnals, Giving Pllmmmmatluns About Locatian
— 7% LPOOF NG T o

@& Zoom In
- & Zoom Out

povt meeting was held after
GPS spoafling was detected as
finr as 60 noutioal miles from
IGIA — something seen only
near the Indo-Pak border and
other war-affected regions as
far west as Ukraine,

Aircraft land using ILS or
in ii=s absence, using “regquired
nivigation performance”
(RENP), which doesn’t rely on

ercund-based navigation aids.
RNE: however, requires GPS
IGIA warhorse runwny 10/
o4 ILS was withdrawn earller
this vear for upgrades to provi-
de CAT I on 10or Dwarka end
and overall upgrade for the 28
or Gurgaon E-way end. When
GPS gpooling hit Delhi recent-
Iv combined with ensterly
winds, aireraft couldn’t land

on runway 10 as itdid not have
ILS. This caused congestion
and ever led to some Incoming
flight=s getting diverted to Jai-
purearlierthis week.

Sensing the urgency and
satisfiod with the performanoe
andl safety of the new system,
DGCA chief Faie Ahmesd Kid-
wal has expedited CAT 1 pro-
mitlgation on runway 10 end
With runway 10 end getting an
ILS, every CAT L alreralt will be
able to land even during simul
tanecus GPS spooling events
and easterly wind conditions.
Thefull CAT LS upgradeon
both ends of munway 10/28 is
expected (o be operational by
mid-Doc, bofore the onset of
dense fog.

Pilots have been briefed on
the GPS spoofing risk, which
can corrupt signals and misle
ad them by as much as 2,500
km. Alrlines have devised me-
nsures to mithgate the impact
of spoofing by alerting pilots
in advance aboul the likeliho-
od of facing this issue and ad-
vising them to switch over (o
alternative navigation mechs
nizm when they doso
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SC: Use tech to

make property
sale safe, simpler

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindiacom

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Friday called for reforms
in property transactions,
saving the process of buy-
ing and selling immovable
properly must be made
simpler, transparent, and
fraud-free by using techno-
logy and making property
registration a conclusive
proof of ownership

It said property transae
tion &= a distressing amd (v
aumatic task fraught with
righ of fracd as it is sl reg
ulated by colonial laws. A
bench of Justices P 5 Nara-
simha i Joymalya Rapchi
said property Laws have long
witnessed adichotomy betw
een reglstration and owner
ship as registration does not
confer ownershipand thisle-
ads to massive litigation,

rDeficiencies’, P 14

Nasty, motivated reports in foreign media
aimed at showmg India in bad light, says SC

» Continued from P1

made no nsinuation agamst the

pilot. It just reproduces the con-
versation recorded in the cockpit voice
recorder which reveals that one pilot
asking the other whether he switched
off the fuel supply and the other is deny-
ing it. The interim report does not ap-
portion blame on the pilot. S0, where is
the cause of action forthis petition?”

Senior advocate G Sankaranarava-
nan said there was a report in Wall
Streetl Journal gquoting Indian author-
ities and claiming that the crash was
due to pilot error which has caused im-
mense pain and agony tothe father,

The bench =aid, “'We are not bothorod
about what Wall Street Journalor foreign
media reported.” Sankaranarayanan
said the father is bothered by it. SC said,
“Then file a petition against WSJ and
other forelpn media for insinuating
againgt the pilot. These kinds of nasty
and motivated reports in foreign media

l The bench said, “The interim report

Flle phatn

Wreckage of AI-I71 that crashed in Ahmedabad

are aimed at showing India ina bad light."
The counsel went on to describe how
inguiry officials visited his client’s house
and kept asking about marital life of the
pilot and were insinuating that hecanse
of the domestic issues he could have com-
mitted suicide, which is far from truth.
The bench said, “No Indian believes
or talks about pilot error or mistake as a
cause of the June 12 crash. If youare ag-
grieved by the foreipn media reports,
then take appropriate remedial mea

sures before the forum concerned, not a
writ petition before the Supreme Court.”
(On Sep 22, the 5C had sought re-
sponses from the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), Aircraft Aeci-
dents Investigation Bureau (AAIB) and
the Centre seeking details of steps taken
to conduct an independent, impartial
and expeditious probe into the crash of
Air India's June 12 London-bound flight.
However, even then it had told NGO
“Safety Matters Foundation® that its de-
mand to make public details of the flight
data recorder could have serious conse-
quences for the grieving relatives of the
pilots. *We have seen how one single sen-
tence from the preliminary inguiry re-
port was plucked cut by western mediato
lay the blame on the pilot error Such se-
lective reporting causes immense agony
and grief to the family members of the
deceasad pilots, Confidentiality of the in-
vestipations into the air crash should be
maintained till the submission of the fi-
nal report.” it had said. The petition is
likely to be taken upfor hearingon Nov 10
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