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Mock drill conducted
at Rupsi airport

CORRESPONDENT

KOKRAJHAR, Oct 6: A
partial emergency mock drill
was. carned out today at Rup-
siairport under the mitiative
of the Arports Authority of
India { AAD, Rugpsi, in collab-
oration with the State Dhsas-
ter Responge Force (SDRF),
Fire and Emergency Servic-
es, Assam Police and the
Medical Officer from Gau-
ripur Community Health
Centre (CHO).

The exercise was ob-
served by the Field Officer,
Bagribari Revenue Circle,

DDMA Kokrajhar, along with
the officer-in-charge of Rup-
shy arrport, Air Traffic Con-
trod (ATC) personnel and oth-
er key stakeholders.
Following the dnll, a brwef-
ing and table-top meeting
was convened to deliberate
on the significance of
strengthening emergency
preparedness. Officals em-
peisized the need for enhane-
g awareness, improving
inter-agency coordination
and conducting regular mock
drills to ensure swift and ef-
fective response during un-
foresten siluabions,
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ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY CLEARS THE RUNWAY

AAl set todevelop
international
airport in Puri

HEMANT KUMAR ROUT
Bhubaneswar, T October

Five years afier the proposal
for an international airport in
Odisha’s Puri, the abode of
Lord Jagannath, the ambi-
tions project is set for a fresh
start as the Alrports Authority
of India (AAl)} has agreed 1o
take up its development.

The proposed greenfield
airpont, dubbed as Shree Ja-
gannarh International Airport
[SJIA) to be developed on an
area of around 1,164.72 acres,
including 68.82 acres of rev-
enue forest land, recently re-
ceived the enwvironmental and
Coastal Regulation Zone
(CRZ}clearances by the Minis-
try of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change
{MoEFCC).

Earlier the project was esti-
mated o cost arcund 5,630
crore and was being pursned
by the Odisha government
under a public-private part-
nership (FPP) model

N B S Rajput, principal sec-
retary of Odisha’s Commerce
and Transport deparmment,
sajid all decks hawe been
cleared for the proposed pro-
ject. "The AAL has agreed to
develop the airport with itsin-
vestment. It will prepare the
detailed project report (DPR}
after other stamtory foroal-
ities are completed.” he toid
Business Standard.

Othicials said the environ-
ment ministry granted the
final environmental clearance
on September 30, removing a
major regulatory hurdle. In
April, the project had secured
in-principle Stage-1 clearance
froamn the Centre for diversion
of forest land.

The DPR will determine
the fresh investment require-
ment based on the alrport's
phased development, techni-
cal specifications, traffic pro-
jections, land and infrastri-
cture requirements and pre-

L &

Green signal

® Propased greenfield airport,
dubbed as Shree Jagannath
Imternational Airport

® Appraised as a Category-A
airport propect

= Fresh project cost, DPR and
implementation schedule to
be worked out

® Revenus-sharing
proposition between AAl
Odisha under discussion

vailing construction costs. It
will subsequently require ap-
proval from the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA} before
the profect moves inLo execu-
tion. The project has been ap-
praised as a Category-A
airport project.

The proposed alrport will
come up at Sipasaruball in
Brahmagir tehsil of Purl dis-
trict, close to the Bay of Bengal
and connected to the Puri-Sa-
tapada-Bhubaneswar corridor
throogh national highway 316,
The siie is around 56 km from
Bhubaneswar’s Biju Patnaik
Internatonal Adrport by air
and arotnd 67 ki by roced.

The MoCA has already
granted site clearance, fol-
lowed by in-prnciple approval
in 2025 The first phase has
been designed for a traffic ca-
pacity of 4.6 million passen-
gers per annum. with
infrastructure capable of
handling a broad mix of air-
craft ranging from ATR-72 and
(J-400 turboprops o A0,
Azn, A3so and Boeing 777
300ER aircraft.

Mare on business-standard.com
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NMIA can handle 5 ml
pax: AAHL tells Centre

Next meetings will be held on Oct 13 and Oct 20

FPJ News Service

LT

The Centre has asked Adani
Alrports Holding Lid (AAHL)
and airlines to firm up by Oct
20 a plan for shifting fights out
of Terminal | (T1) at Mumbai
nirport, with the transition
possibly delaved by weeks.

Civil Aviation Secretary
Samir Kumar Sinha on
Tuesday chaired 3 meeting in
New Pelhi with represen-
tatives of AAHL and airdines
including IndiGo, Air Indéa and
Akasa Afr 1o discuss the pro-
posed shift of operations to
Navi Mumbai International
Alrport (NMIA),

Sources said airline repre-
sentatives raised concerns ever
the aggressive tmelines pro-
posed by the alrpon operator,
Sinha asked AAHL and the alr-
lines to work out a firm transi-
tion plan, with another meet-
Ing scheduled for Oct 13 to firm
up the detnils and o final meet-
Ing on Ot 20,

AAHL excoutives said that
NMIA was prepared to handle
up to 5 million international
passengers annually  They
highlighted the airports infra-
structure  and  passenger
amenitics,

The ministry has also asked
stakeholders to submit the
final wransition plan as part of
AAHIS request for approval of
the Major Development Plan
(MDP). MDP approval is one of
the requirements under the
afrport concession agreement,

An AAHL representative

Mumbai: The
Maharashtra State Road
Transpert Corpaoration
(MSRTC) will start 102
daily e-Shivai bus
services to NMIA from
Oet 7, connecting the
airport directly with
Dadar, Borivali and Pune,
Aimed at giving an
alternative to private
vehicles and taxis, the
service will formally be
launched by transport
minister Pratap Sarnaik.
From Dadar, the first
e-Shival bus will leave at
5.30am, with services
operating till 9.30pm. The
bus will travel via Byculla
and CSMT before taking
the Atal Setu The fare
has been fixed at T170.

said the redevelopment of T
would increase its annual
capacity to 20 million passen-
gers The six decade old ter-
minal has repestedly been
Nageed for redevelopment.

AAHL had asked airlines to
shift 33% of their int'l flights
to NMIA or discontinue
them by Oct 25

The proposal was opposed
by the carriers

WHY? AAHL wantsto start
renovation of Mumbai
airport's Terminal 1
STAKEMOLDERS AAHL,
Federation of Indian
Airines (FIA), giobal
airfines' grouping IATA and
Airports Authority of India
(AAlY

WHAT NEXT? Airlines and
AAHL will hold discussions
on Oct 13 onthe transition
plan

Another meeting on Oct 20
to decide an the final
contours

PLANT1redevelopment
will begin in Jan 2027
T1capacity to rise by 33%;
up to 20 mppa (million
passengers per annum)
from the current 15 mppa

T1Used for domestic
operations

T2International flights
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Mumbai int’l flights
shift to NMIA put off

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The ministry of civil
aviation (MoCA} on Tuesday
asked Mumbai airport owner
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd
{AAHL) to defer by a few weeks
its plan to shift international
flight operations from Mumbai
airport to Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMILA).

Mumbai airport planned to
cut 265 weekly international
flights from Terminal 2 starting
October 25 to accommodate
domestic traffic ahead of a
phased redevelopment of Termi-
nal 1 (T1). The airlines described
the proposed relocation timeline

as “unachievable”, people aware
of the matter said, citing that the
airport owner had gone ahead
with its decision without consult-
ing the airlines.

The Navi Mumbai airport is
roughly 35km away from the
Sahar international airport,
which islocated in Andheri East.

The direction came at a meet-
ing chaired by civil aviation secre-
tary Samir Kumar Sinha that was
attended by representatives of
IndiGo, Air India and Akasa Adr,
the Airports Authority of India
{(AAI) and the Federation of Indian
Airlines (FIA), The International
Air Transport Association (LATA),
a global airlines grouping, was
also represented. e
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Defer int’l flights shift
to Navi Mum: Ministry

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The ministry of civil
aviation (MoCA) on Tuesday
asked Mumbai airport owner
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd
(AAHL) to defer by a few weeks
its plan to shift international
flight operations from Mumbai
airport to Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMIA).

Mumbai airport had planned
to cut 265 weekly international
flights from Terminal 2 (T2}
starting October 25 to accommo-
date domestic traffic ahead of a
phased redevelopment of Termi-
nal 1(T1). The airlines described
the proposed relocation time-
lines as “unachievable”, persons
aware of the matter said, citing
that the airport owner had gone
ahead with its decision without
consulting the airlines.

The direction came ata meet-
ing chaired by civil aviation sec-
retary Samir Kumar Sinha that
was attended by representatives
of IndiGo, Air India and Akasa
Air, besides the Airports Author-
ity of India {AAT) and the Federa-
tion of Indian Airlines (FIA). The
International Air Transport
Association (IATA), a global
grouping of airlines, was also
represented. The meeting was
held to discuss the phased rede-
velopment of Terminal 1 at
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA)
and the transition of airline oper-
ations from CSMIA to NMIA.

AAHL operates both airports.
T1 handles domestic tlights and

International services started at Navi Mumbai airport from July

this year.

T2 international ones, and that
the international departure slots
vacated at T2 will be used for
domestic traffic moving out of
T1. Forty six airlines operate 770
weekly international flights from
T2, and Mumbai International
Airport Ltd (MIAL) wrote to
them earlier this month seeking
a33% cut in international depar-
ture slots from October 25, the
start of the winter schedule.

MIAL wrote to the airlines to
respond with their plan till 4pm
on October 6, else they would
allocate the flights themselves
that would be needed to move to
Navi Mumbai, according to peo-
ple aware of the matter.

People aware of the matter
said the airlines and Adani Air-
ports have been asked to submit
a firm plan for shifting opera-
tions to NMIA. An official said,
“The civil aviation ministry has
asked the airport operator to
re-engage with all stakeholders
and airlines on the transition
plan, with the objective of devel-
oping an agreed solution.”

HTPHOTO

“The ministry has ordered
Adani Airports to ensure that
stakeholder concerns and the
final solution developed with
stakeholders are submitted as
part of the airport operator's
request for the ministry's
approval of the Major Develop-
ment Plan (MDP) for the Tl rede-
velopment,” the official added.
Approval of the MDP is one of
the requirements under the air-
port concession agreement for
Mumbai airport.

“The next consultation meet-
ing will take place on October 13
to discuss the transition plan for
shifting five million interna-
tional passengers to NMIA from
Mumbai airport,” a person
aware of the matter said. “A
meeting to discuss the final plan
will be held on October 20," he
said.

AAHL, FIA and 1ATA did not
comment on the development.

In an October 3 statement,
AMHL satd reconstruction of T1
is expected to begin in January
2027,
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® Forest-related hurdles cleared; final nod awaited for facility

Puri greenfield alrport clears key hurdles

AKSHAYA KUMAR
SAHOO
BHUBANESWAR, OCT. 7

The proposed greenfield
airport at Puri in Odisha
has moved a step closer to
construction with the res-
olution of forest-related
issues and environmental
and coastal regulation
zone (CRZ) clearances for
the ambitious project.

Puri collector Dibyajyvoti
Parida said on Tuesday
that the forest-related
issues associated with the
project had been resolved
and the district adminis-
tration is now awaiting
the final clearance before
construction work could
begin.

“The administration s
currently waiting for the
final clearance, after
which work on the airport

is expected to begin soon
in coordination with the

Ajrport Authority of
Imidia (AAD and the com-
merce and  transport
department,” Parida said.

The airport is proposed
at Sipasarubali mouza
along the Puri-
Brahmagiri road, on the
outskirts of Puri, one of
India’s most important
pilgrimage and tourism
destinations. The project

is spread over approxi-
mately 1.464.621 acres.
The proposed alrport
has already received
Stage-1 approval, while the
latest environmental and
CRZ «clearances have
addressed some of the key
regulatory hurdles that
had held up the project.
According to the distriet
administration,  issues
relating to forest land and
other pending matters

have now been addressed,
Officials are coordinating
with the AAI and the state
commerce and transport
department to complete
the remaining formalities
and facilitate the start of
construction.

Once operational, the
airport is expected to sig
nificantly improve air con-
nectivity to Puri, which
attracts millions of pil-
grims and tourists every
vear, particularly for the
Jagannath temple and the
annual Rath Yatra.

Al present, visitors fly-
ing to Odisha for Puri gen-
erally use the Biju Patnaik
International Airport in
Bhubaneswar and travel
by road or rail to Purl. The
proposed airport is expect-
od to provide a more direct
air access to the pllgrim
city
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Bamboo arrival village
turns into a reading space
at LGBI airport

ANN SERVICE

PALASBARL Oct & The
bamboo-structured arrval
village at Lokapriva Gopi-
nath Bardolol International
{LGBI) Awport, has taken on
a new dimension with the
introduction of a book fair,
offering arriving passen-
EErs an opporiunity to
browse books in a distinc-
tive setting inspired by As-
sam’s traditional bamboo
craftsmanship.

Located 2t the airpart's
new Terminal 2, the initia-
tive seeks to make the ar-
rival experience more en-
gaging and memaorable
while promoting reading
and showcasing the cultur-
al identity of Assam and the
Northeast,

“The initiative is aimed at
making the arrival experi-
ence more engaging and
welcoming for passengers
while promoting reading
and reflecting the cultural
identity of Asgam,” the air-
port PRO said,

The book fair features a
collection of books across
genres, including fiction,
non-fiction, chuldren’s books
and other popular titkes. Fas-
sengers can browse the col-
lection and discover books af
their chowe while spending
tirne at the arrival village,

The bambon-structured
armival village combines lo-
cal architectural ingpiration
with a contemparary airport
Environment, creating a dis-
tinctive first impresson for
passengers arnving at Gu-
wahati.

According to the airport
authorities, the initiative is
part of efforts to enhance
passenger experience by
bringing together culture,
hospitality and leisure with-
in the airport premises,

The boak fair alzo provides
passengers with an opporiu-
ity to engage with books and
reading as they amve m the
aty, adding another element
i the airport's efforts (o cre-
ate a move enriching passen-
BeT EXPETIENCE,
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Mumbai airport capacity reduction must be
done after assessment, consultations: IATA

—
Our Bureak
Murnbail

The [nternarional Air Trans-
E:t Asspciation (IATA)

said that anv significant
reduction  in  capacity at
Mumbai airport should be
carried vut after trunsparent
capacity-demand ASECRE-
ment and meaningful con-
sultations  with  affected
airlines.

IATA igsued the statemont
on Wednesday after the Civl
Aviation  Ministry put on
hobd the Mumbsi airport’s
proposal to reduce one-third
of all international flighes
from Dxtober 26,

STAKEHOLDERS TALKS

IATA, which represents 370
global airfines, said it sup
ports redevelopment of the
Mumbai airport’s terminal 1
and development of the Navi

LATA msued the statement after tha Civil Aviation Ministry put on
Held Mumbai airport’s propesal to reduce cne-third of =l
mternational ﬁight; from Octaber 26 e

Mumbai airport. However,
any significant reduction in
cupacity or any other meds-
ures - impacting  operations
shonld be done after capa-
citv-demand  aseessment,
stakcholder  consultations
and after providing sufficient
time o develop workable
transirion Arrange-
ments thar minimise disrup
tion for pussengers, it said,
Om Tuesday, Civil Aviation
Secretary  Samir  Kumar

Sinta chaired a mecting at-
tended by execurives of air-
lines, the Airport Authority
of India and the Adani
Groasp, which rmns the Mum-
bal and Mavi Mumbai -air
FILII'-I.E.

AIRLINES RESIST

The Adani Group has pro-
poted phiased wise develop
ment of Mumbal terminal 1
trom January 2027 The air-
port cived safery concerns

while pushing for redevelop-
ment. The proposal to ne-
duce ome third of interna-
tonal Mghes at terminal 2 1o
accommodane domestic
traffic from termimal 1 is be-
ing resisted by airlines.

The next MEcting
berween the airlines and
Adani Airports is planned on
Oxctober 13,

“The discussion  now
provides in opportusity for
stakeholders wsing the air-
port to review the underlying
capacity requirements, un-
derstand  the basis of any
proposed  cupucity  reduc-
tion, examine alternagives
that may mitigare such re
ductions, and work collabor-
atively on a transition plan
thiat protects passenger in-
teresrs, airing  operations
and the internanional con
nectivity of the Mumbai Met-
ropalitan Region,” IATA said
in a statemenit.
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Mumbai airport flight shifting
should keep flyers in mind: IATA

The Intermational Air
Transpott Association (LATA)
on Wednesday welcored the
Ministryof Civil Aviation’s
{MoCA)} Intervention todefer
the current proposal to shift
Internatonal flights from
Mumbai airpot toNavi
Mumbal, saving any
reduction in alrport capacity
showld be based on a
transparent assessment of
passenger demand and
available capacity, Albert

Tioeng, IATXsheadof
Corporate communications,
said inastatement that
stakeholders should
“examine alternatives™ that
oould reduce or avoid such
capacity reductions at
Mumibal airport and work
together on a transition plan
that "protects passengers,
alrline operations and
international connectivity in
the Mumbal Metropolitan
Fegion™. OUR BUREAL
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IATA Backs Carriers Against Unilateral
Capacity Reduction at Mumbai Airport

Our Bureau

KMumbai: The International
Adr Tranaport Association (TA-
TA has backed airlines in oppo-
singanyvunilateralreductionin
Munabe i div et capaeity, say-
ing dny move to shift fights te
Mavi Murmbai rnuast be based on
a demand capacily assessmen|
and only aller mutual caomsulia-
tions ol agroement with the
afteered carricrs.

The #lobal airlines body's
corurnents follow the civil avia-
tion ministey asking AdanlAic
percts b dlefer.a planned trans-
fer of more than a thind of
Mumbai airporl's internatic-
nal departures to the now Kavi
Mumbai airport during the ro-
development of Terminal 1 and
submit a fresh roadmap after
reengaging with airdines and
otherstakeholders,

[ATA said any capacily chang-
es should allow sulTicient Hme
for workable ransition arran-
goments that minimize disrap-
tiom to carriers and passengers.

In anemail to wirlines, LATA sq-
id carriers could reler o the
Worldwide Airpor Slol Guideli-
nes (WASG), including muidanes
on managing temporary reduc-
tiois in ajrport capacitys and the
civil aviation ministry’s Guideli-
mes for Slot Allocation,

The Slot Team pointed o pro-
visions covering demand and
capacily analysis, consallation
anl ransparency as well as ca-
pacity reductions atter the ini-
tial submizsion deadline orcar-
lier deadlines. It also called for
considering alternatives before
reductions or trunsfers, suffiei-
ent notice and 8 proper imple-
reveskt Lal dom petiod.

TATA said Mumbai airpaort
andd the new Wawi Mumbai In-
tornational Adrport should be
treated separately for slot-coor-
dlination purpozes, Italsocalled
forgivingairline choices rather
than forced relocation where-
ver pissible, and proleciion of
eslablizshed historic preceden-
ceatthehumbai airport where
airlines are affected by rans
itional arrangrements.

S'pore Airlines
and Air India
to ExpandTies

MNew Delhi: Air
Indiaand
Singapore
Airlineson
Wednesday announced
the expansion of their
commercial conperation
to provide more flight
options for travelling on
the Indig-Singapare
route. Theexpansionis
partof the initiatives
under the Commercial
Cooperation Framewaork
Agreementinkedin
January this year. From
October 15, bothairlines
will offerawider range of
itineraries and flights
through their respective
hooking channels. -PTI
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Navi Mumbai
airport ramps
Up cargo ops

AKBAR MERCHAMNT
Mumbai, Dotober 7

HaYl MUMBAI INTERMA-
TIOMAL Abrport [NMIA] has
commenoed ram Eilli'lg Ilil ks
cargoe handling capacity by
ICTEAN INg man powe raftera
sectlon of airlines, customs
brokers amd rﬂ‘lE: ht agents
expressed concem over its
prepaediess with Increasing
afr @mrgo traffic amidst the
gropaliticalconflbcts

Sources fell FExhat, theair
port has begun updating it
vaorkforce with ex prrwnrl:-d
pemonnel strengthening ou s
tomer support am!arhhrr.-:ing
systesnrelated  issues 1o
Improve cargn turnaround
times for especially for
freighteraircra i,

Acknowledging the con
cerny, sources tell FE that
Suresh ¥air, head of cargo at
MM bnbormed cus tams bro-
kers that cormective measumes
were being implemented to
reduce dri.‘l}r: and improve
cargohandling.

Meanwhibe, the Interna
tiomal Alr Tranaport Associa-
tion (1ATA] has welcomed the
Ministry of Civil Aviation's
mtervention to defer the pro-
posedreductidnincapacity at
Mumbab's Chliatrapati Shivag
Maha mf Internat onal Alrport
[CELA), calling for a coiflabora
tive approach to the red ovel
wpmaent of Terminal 1 [T1).
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HYDERABAD

DRI seizes
32.25 cr gold
at airport

The DRI has seized
foreign-origin gold
weighing 1481 grams
worth approximately Rs
2.25 crore at the Rajiv
Gandhi International
Airport here and arrested
a passenger on Tuesday in
this connection, officials
said. Based on specific
intelligence developed by
the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI),
Hyderabad Zonal Unit,
officers were alerted to the
movement of foreign-
origin gold concealed
aboard a foreign inbound
flight, a DRI release said.
The intelligence indicated
that the gold had been
concealed in the aircraft
from a foreign nation and
the precious metal was
intended to be removed
during the aircraft's
onward domestic journey
toHyderabad by a
passenger travelling on
the same flight, it said.
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AS CHARTERS LAND IN GOA...

RUSSIA PLAGUE SCARE PUTS
DABOLIM AIRPORT ON ALERT

B NOADVISORY YET B SCREENING MACHINERY KEPT READY

VIKRAM NAYAK

THE GOAN | VASCO

As brass bands play and tradi-
tional garlands welcome hun-
dreds of Russian tournsts back
to Goa's sun-drenched coast,
an unsettling shadow from
cold Sibera is hovering over
Dabolim International Airport,

The grand landing of win-
ter charter flights—promising
a massive economic boost for
local shacks, hoteliers, and
taxi operators—has collided
head-on with international
health alarms surrounding a
suspected pneumonic plague
incident in Russia.

Yet, even as public anxi-
ety simmers, authorities at
Dabolim Amrport assure that
while no official travel adviso-
ries have been issued by glob-
al bodies, their health screen-
ing machinery remains fully
operational and ready:

This delicate balance be-
tween economic optimism and
health vigilance defined the
opening week of Goa's 2026-27
international tourist season,

The momentum kicked off
with an Aeroflot flight from
Yekaterinburg delivering 162
holidaymakers, closely fol-
lowed by a direct service from

Maoscow carrying over 285 pas-

Situation being monitored, says top official

VASCO: At ground zero in Dabolim, airport
authorities are proactively bridging the
gap between caution and panic. Senior
airport management confired that
while they are keeping a dose watch on
intenational reports, offidal protocols
dictate waiting for formal directives before
introducing intrusive measures.

Atop official at Goa International
Airport, Dabolim, clarified the operational
stance.

"In contingendes ofthis nature,
protocol dictates that the World Health Or-
ganization issues a formal health advisory,
based on which the Ministry of Health and
Govemment of India subsequently issues
national guidelines. We have read of the

charter incentive scheme, the

developments coming out of Russia; how-
ever, no such advisory has been commu-
nicated to us as of now, as the situation is
yetto be formally affirned by the WHO."

"While details regarding this specific
pathogen remain unconfirmed by global
bodies, our terminal infrastrudure is
already fully equipped to manage such
health scenarios based on ourextensive
Covid-19 profocols.”

“Our screening facilities remain oper-

Research

Anti-Plague Insti-

ational, and we continue to monitor pas-
sengers whenever suspected symptoms
arise. Though no spedfic dinical directives
have been issued to us yet, ouroperation-
al response mechanism remainsidentical
to Covid containment procedures. The
moment an official directive or advisory is
handed down by the Central Govemment,
itwill be implemented immediately.

Beyond waiting for formal directives,
Dabolim Airport's health and terminal
management teams may have quietly
geared up their preventive infrastructure,

Builton lessons of past health crises, the
airport's thermal imaging equipment and
passenger surveillance bays at amival gates
can be activated at a moment's nofice.

toring the situation closely.

sengers.

With Central Asian routes
via SCAT Airlines from Ka-
zakhstan beginning October
23 and Air Astana connect-
ing Mopa by late December,
alongside Tourism Minister
Rohan Khaunte's Rs 2 crome

state seemed set for an unhin-
dered economic windfall.

However, reports emerging
from Russia’s Irkutsk region
in Siberia sent ripples through
health networks.

The sudden death of a labo-
ratory technician at the Irkutsk

tute attributed to "pneumonia
of unknown aetiology" has
prompted strict medical obser-
vation of roughly 200 contacts.

While Russian authorities
insist there 1s no confirmed
community outbreak, global
health watchdogs are moni-

The stakes for Goa are im-
mediate: if Russian authori-
ties implement domestic trav-
el lockdowns or flight halts
to contain the cluster, Goa's
promising start to the season
could instantly buckle under
an international travel freeze,
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Gujarat set to become
[ndia’s pilot training hub

fNHﬂlBorviu

ANDHINAGAR

Gujaratis preparing fora major
take-off in aviation training,
with five new Flying Training
Organisations (FT0s) under
development that will take the
staie’s pilot-training network
to 10 centres, strengthening its
position as an emerging natio-
nal hub for commercial pilot tr-
aining.

The staw’s existing FTO eco-
system  has already trained
more than 5,200 aviation stude-
nts and produced over 3,200
Commercial Pilot  Licence
(CPL) holders, while more than
200 aspiring pilots are current-
Ivundergoing training.

The expansion is being driv-
en by the Civil Aviation Depart-
ment and Gujarat State Aviati-
on Infrastructure Company Li-
mited (GUISAIL), which are pr-
omoting FTOs through a publi-
c-private partnership model.
Under the initiative, around
1,500 square metres of land at
state-owned airports and airst-
rips is allotted to eligible opera-
tors through transparent bidd-
ing.

Commissioner of the Civil
Aviation Department K L Bach-
anl said Gujarat currently has
five operational FTOs Four op-
erate from staw-owned airstri-
ps at Mehsana and Amreli,
while Dunes Aviation operates
at Bhamagar Airport on land
allotted by the Airports Autho-
rity of India,

The existing operators incl-
ude Skynex Aero and Blue Ray
Aviation ai Mehsana; Vision Fl-
ying Training Institute and Guj-
arat Flying Club at Amrell; and
DunesAviation at Bhavnagar.

Five more organisations are
being developed. These inclu-
de Silver Oak Flving Training

Institute at Mehsana, Aero
Freyr Inc at Amreli, Adivogi
Enterprise at Mandvi, and Visi-
on Flying Training Institute
and JITM Skills at Ankleshwar.
Once operational, the expa-
nded network is expected to st-
rengthen Gujarat’s ability to
meet the growing demand for
trained aviation professionals,
India’s aviation sector Is wit-

nessing rapid  expansion,
driven bv rising passenger
traffic, regiomal connectivity

and major aircraft orders by
domestic airlines, The industry
is estimated to require
25,000-30,000 commercial
pilotsin the coming years
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Massive Fire
at Airport
Labour Camp

UP State Bureau

LUCKNOW

A massive fire broke out at a
labour camp near Chaudhary
Charan Singh International
Airport, Lucknow, early
Tuesday morning, leaving two
workers injured. The fire
erupted around 6:30 am in a
three-storey temporary
accommodation built with
PVC panels for workers associ-
ated with Tama Projects
Around 352 workers were
staying at the camp and were
evacuated safely before the
flames spread further.

Workers Nirmal and Rahul
suffered burms while attempt-
ing to save their belongings
and were taken to hospital for
weatment. The blaze spread
rapidly, with smoke re portedly
visible from nearly two kilo-
Mmeres away,
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IGIA CUSTOMS
DEPT DESTROYS
165KG OF NARCOTICS
WORTH %515 CRORE

NEW DELHI: The customs
department from the Delhi air-
port on Wednesday said they
destroyed nearly 165 kilograms
of narcotic drugs and psycho-
tropic substances worth around
515 crore at an incineration
facility in the city.

The destruction of the nar-
cotic substances was carried out
by the high-level drug disposal
committee led by its chairperson
Shankar Prasad Sarma and other
senior officers of the department
on Wednesday, the officers said.

Arvind Saran, commissioner
of customs (airport and general)
said the consignment disposed
of included approximately 140
kg of hydroponic weed, valued at
around 140 crore, and 25kg of
cocaine, valued at approximately
2375 crore. HTC
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Govt. steps In to stop
Adani’s MIAL slot cuts

The civil aviation ministry’s intervention effectively puts the proposed

international slot cuts on hold while seeking a workable transition plan

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he Ministry of Civil
T Aviation has
stepped in to pause

Adani Airports’ proposed
reduction in international
flight operations at Mum-
bai’s Terminal 2, giving air-
lines and the airport opera-
tor until October 20 to
finalise a transition plan

for the redevelopment of

Terminal 1.

The intervention follows
strong opposition from air-
lines to Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Ltd.’s (MIAL)
plan to cut 265 of Terminal
2’s 770 weekly internation-
al departure slots from Oc-
tober 26. The proposed re-
duction, equivalent to
about 34% of international
departure slots, would af-
fect 46 carriers. IndiGo fac-
es 74 slot cuts, Air India 33,

Turbulent skies: Airlines argued that the proposed timelines were
too aggressive and operationally difficult to implement. REUTERS

and Emirates and Etihad
Airways 10 each.

MIAL said the cuts are
necessary to free up Termi-
nal 2 facilities, including
check-in counters, baggage
belts, gates and office
space, for domestic opera-
tions shifting from Termi-
nal 1 during its phased re-
development. The move is
aimed at accommeodating
around five million addi-
tional passengers annually.

Airlines, however, have
argued that the proposed
timelines are too aggres-
sive and operationally diffi-
cult to implement.

The ministry has now
asked Adani Airports, air-
lines and other stakehol-
ders to reconvene and
work out an “agreeable”
and “win-win” transition
plan. Adani Airports has
called a fresh stakeholder
meeting on October 13.
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IATA urges for alternatives to

flight cuts at Mumbai airport

The International Air Transport Association
(IATA), the global airline industry body, has
called for a consultative approach between
Adani-owned Mumbai International Airport Ltd.
(MIAL) and airlines to ensure that the
redevelopment of Terminal 1 does not
undermine international connectivity to the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR). IATA also
urged stakeholders to explore alternatives to
flight cuts and other capacity reductions.
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IATA asks airlines to negotiate
Mumbaislot cuts
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Adani Airport launches Swirl Transit
Hotel at Navi Mumbai Int’l Airport

MPOST BUREAU
Navi Mumbai, October 6

Adani Airport Holdings
Ltd (AAHL), India’s larg-
est private airport opera-
tor, has launched Swirl
Transit Hotel, an 80-room
transit hotel at Navi Mum-
bai International Airport
(NMIA), offering travellers
accommodation for rest-
ing, refreshing or working
within the airport.
Located on the Arriv-
als Level of Terminal 1, the
two-floor hotel caters to
passengers with long lay-
overs, early departures,

late arrivals and short-stay
requirements. Guests can
choose four-hour or over-
night stays, with access to
showers, dining and hotel
services.

Suchit Bansal, CEO, Non-
Aero Business, AAHL, said
the facility brings accom-
modation into the airport
environment, offering trav-
ellers flexibility between
flights. He said AAHL sees
an opportunity to take the
proposition to other air-
ports across its network.

NMIA commenced com-
mercial operations on 25
December 2025 and began

global operations on July
29, 2026 with its first inter-
national flight to Abu Dhabi.

The hotel has 80 rooms
across six categories, rang-
ing from 130 sq. ft to 410
sq. ft & offers Wi-Fi, smart
televisions, workstations,
electronic safes, dining and
housekeeping services.

AAHL plans to introduce
the Swirl concept at Lok-
priya Gopinath Bardoloi
International Airport zin
Guwahati, where a 21-room
property is planned.

It will offer hourly and
overnight stays, dining &
hospitality services.
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Mumbai Airport int’l flight: Govt asks Adani
Airports, airlines to work on transition plan

AGENCIES
New Delhi, October 6

The civil aviation minis-
try on Tuesday suggested
delaying by a few weeks
the proposed partial shift-
ing of international flights
from Mumbai airport to
Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA), with stake-
holders to finalise a transi-
tion plan, sources said.
Civil Aviation Secre-
tary Samir Kumar Sinha
chaired a meeting with
airlines, Adani ort
Holdings Ltd (AAHL), Fed-
eration of Indian Airlines,
IATA and Airports Author-

ity of India, among oth-
ers. AAHL operates both
airports.

AAHL has asked airlines
to cut 33 per cent of inter-
national flights from Mum-
bai or discontinue them by
October 25, citing the rede-
velopment of Terminal 1.
Airlines have opposed the
proposal.

Sinha asked airlines and
AAHL to work on a firm
transition plan. They will
meet on October 13, fol-
lowed by another meeting
on October 20 to finalise
the plan.

AAHL told the meeting
that NMIA was prepared

to handle up to 5 mil-
lion international passen-
gers annually, supported
by connectivity, catering,
hotels, lounges and other
infrastructure.

Airlines said the min-
istry asked AAHL to re-
engage stakeholders and
submit the agreed tran-
sition plan as part of its
request for approval of
the Major Development
Plan (MDP) for TI redevel-
opment. MDP approval is
required under the Mum-
bai airport concession
agreement.

AAHL had said on Octo-
ber 3 that 91 per cent of

Mumbai airport’s passen-
ger traffic would remain
unaffected during T1 rede-
velopment. Work is sched-
uled to begin in January
2027, raising T1 capacity
by 33 per cent to 20 mppa
from 15 mppa.

MIAL has asked 46 air-
lines to cut international
departure slots by 33 per
cent from 11.59 pm on
October 25. Of 770 weekly
international flights from
T2, 265 weekly overseas
services are proposed to
be temporarily discontin-
ued. The vacated slots will
facilitate domestic traffic
shifting from T1.
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Swiss prez VlSltS Jewar airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Noida/Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh’'s efforts to
attract global investment and
strengthen modern industri-
al infrastructure received an
international boost on
Tuesday as Swiss President
Guy Bernard Parmelin arrived
at Noida International Airport
in Jewar with a 65-member
delegation.

The delegation was wel-
comed by Uttar Pradesh IT
and Electronics Minister Sunil
Sharma, Additional Chief
Secretary (Civil Aviation) [IDC

Deepak Kumar, and Invest UP
CEO Vijay Kiran Anand, who
greeted the Swiss president
and his delegation with tra-
ditional angavastram.

The visit highlighted the
growing scope for coopera-
tion between UP and
Switzerland in aviation, tech-
nology, infrastructure and
investment.

Noida International Airport
is being developed by a sub-
sidiary of Swiss company
Flughafen Ziirich AG, making
the project an important
example of Swiss expertise
and investment in UP.

The Swiss delegation
began its visit with a presen-
tation at the NIA office’s Avni
Board Room, followed by an
address by President
Parmelin. A lunch accompa-
nied by Indian music and a
group photograph was also
organised at the airport.

The Swiss president, his
wife and selected officials
inspected the airside area
and Air Traffic Control tower,
while other delegates toured
the terminal, security zones,
boarding gates, apron and
baggage reclaim facilities.

The delegation included
Switzerland's ambassador,
members of the National
Council, state officials and
around 40 business leaders.

The wvisit is expected to
open further opportunities
for collaboration in aviation,
information technology (IT),
electronics, technology and
other sectors, reinforcing UP's
position as an emerging
global investment destina-
tion.
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Navi Mumbai International
Airport expands mobility,
hospitality and airline support

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Navi Mumbai

Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA), operated by
Adani Airport Holdings
Limited (AAHL), is strength-
ening passenger mobility,
transit hospitality and airline
support as flight activity is
setto increase ahead of the
winter flying schedule,
which runs from October 25,
2026, to March 27, 2027.

Maharashtra State Road
Transport Corporation will
launch electric e-Shivai ser-
vices from October 7 to Dadar,
Borivali and Pune, with fares
of2170,%210 and 2450, respec-
tively. Chalo operates 21 daily
services to Marol, Bandra,
Dadarand Colaba, while Navi
Mumbai Municipal Transport
runs seven dedicated airport
routes. Bharat Taxi will begin
operations with up to 40
vehicles from October 10.
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Delhi airport sees rise
in passenger traffic:
CEO Pradeep Panicker

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Duih|

Delhi Alrport is perhaps a
“bright spot” with rising pas-
senger traffic and internation-
al airlines® focus on India, its
CEO Pradeep Fanicker sald on
Tuesday amid the ongoing
West Asia crisis and geopalit-
ical uncertainties impacting
the aviation sector.

Alrport operator DIAL s
also working to enhance
infrastructure, airside and
rerminal capacites, and con-
nectivity in a ten-year master
plan charted out il 2036,

Indira GandhiInternational
Alrport (IGIA), operated by
Dethi International Alrport
Led (DALY, B the country's
largest alrport and currently
has an annual passenger han-
dling capacity of 106 million,
which Is set to increase to 125
million during the latest
master plan period.

“Delhi airport [s perhapsa
bright spot.. more passen-
gers travel out of Delhi, and
international carriers are con-
tinuing to focus on India.."
Panicker said.

More European carriers are
also flying in here due to the
West Asia crisis, and the
alrport has recorded an
owverall growth in domestic
and international traffic.

He was responding (o
gueries at a briefing related
to the impact of the West
Asia crisis and Pakistan air-
space closure on the flight
operations.

According to him, there
has been more growth from
Asla Pacific than West Asia
and that there is a "more
robust market™.

Durlng the April-August
period in 2026-27, traffic from
the Asla Pacific region rose
11.4 per cent to 3.57 million
compared to 3.21 million in
the year-ago period, he said.

He alsosaid traffic from the
Middle East region declined
.1 per cent to 2-37 million in
the given period from 2.47
million in April-August of
2025-26.

The traffic from North
America and Africa fell 26.2
Per cent and 10.9 per cent,
respectively, in April-August
this fiscal year compared ta
the year-ago period. There
was a marginal uptick of 0.9
percent in fraffic from Europe
during the given period.

Overall, Delhi airport's
international traffic rose 0.8
per cent o 862 million in
April-August of 2026-27 from
8.55 million a year ago.

In 2025-26, the overall
traffic at the alrport was
around 78.7 million, and In
the current fiscal, the
numbers are likely to be
around 82 million.

The airport has four
rLnNWays, a cross taxiway and
three terminals - 71, T2and T3.

To a query related (o a pro-
posal to allow airport oper-
ators to own a stake in air-
lines, Panicker said, “We as
GMR are not looking to invest
in airlines".



»MPPU&TSAU?HUPHYLHHNUUk

Corporate Communications Directorate

SWATANTRA BHARAT LUCENOW 7 OQCTOBER 2026

wWAT UNE =, "Es
il o B o e o
T 9 HTEER e
FE 6:30 Tt HSIGH i oG

m 3 dorge Jod
w ¢l febail aep feemm g3n

T H SOy 2997 | S
Tl o 4 e B e e
e iR wer o A e
M EEE % W Heigd H
AFN-TF] T T

R G § 21T Ureieed
# W Tl & W & fau
e et | A e S
TR TR A7) B e 352
gt ® T 9| 5ae T F
gag U Heigl foes | =@

AT o1, T A A e
| A S A A e
=Y o fomn o e e
& il wegd # o9EE 9
THfEa Ay e fen
I W R i



X L 4

AIRPORT

Ao it

'S AU 1"HGRITY' OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

AHMEDABAD

7 QCTOBER 2026

State to double flight schools
as demand for pilots rises

Times News Network

Ahmedabad: Gujarat is set
to double its nuimber of Aying
training organisations
(FTOs) to 10, as the state seeks
10 tap rising demand for com-
mercial pilots. Five FTOs cur-
rently operate In Gujarat.
Another five are expected to
become operational soon, ac-
cording to the state govt.

The existing FTOs have
trained more than 5,200 avia-
tion students and produced
over 3,200 commercial pilot1i-
cence (CPL) holders. At least
200 aspiring pilots are cur-
rently undergoing training in
the state, povt said.

The expansion comes as
Indian aifdines ramp up fleet
additions. Domestic carriers
have placed orders for around
L700 aircraft, according to
wovt. This could create de-
mand for about 25,000-30,000
commercial pilots in the co-
ming years.

Gujarat govt is developing
the FTO ecosystem through
its civil aviation department
and Gujarat State Aviation In-
frastructure Company Lid
(GUJSAIL). The projects are

\""_--.._
0 H"‘*u:‘-

being developed under the
public-private  partnership
model. Operators have recel-
ved land at state-owned alr-
ports and airstrips through a
bidding process while the
povt has allocated around
1,5005q mforeach eligibleope-
rator

ned airstrips at Mehsana and
Amrell. The fifth operates
from Bhavnagar airport on
land allocated by Alirports
Authority of India.
Theexisting operators are
Skynex AeroPvt Ltd and Blue
Ray Aviation Pvt Ltd at Meh-
sana. Vision Flying Training
Institute and Gujarat Flying
Club operate from Amreli.
Dunes Aviation Pvt Ltd opera-

tes from Bhavnagar,

State povt s positioning
favourable weather for flving
and its network of alrports
and airstrips as key advanta-
pes for pilot training. Gujarat
also has established road, in-
dustrial and logistics infrast-
ructure. The expansion could
create demand for aviation-
related  infrastructure and
services, FTOs require alr-
craft, flight simulators, main-
tenance hangars, fuel faciliti-
es, classrooms, hostels and ad-
ministrative infrastructure,

The ecosystem could also
support jobs for flying in-
structors, aircraft mainte-
nance engineers, fight dis-
patchers, operations staff
and safety professionals. The
growth in pilot training is ex-
pected tobenefitallied sectors
such as maintenance, repalr
and overhaul, aviation fuel,

ned airports and airstrips co-
uld also generate revenue
through land rentals, lease

premiums, aircraft parking,
hangar facilities and fuel sa-
les.
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265 int’l flights may move to NMIA only post-Diwali

Sawrabh Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhl: The proposed
shifting of 265 lnternational
flights from Mumbai'sChhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj Inter-
national Airport (CSMIA) to
Navi Mumbai International
Alrport {NMIA) could now
happen after Diwall, instead
of Oct 25, and aidines will
submitafirm transition plan
for the move. A meeting cal-
led by Union aviation secreta-
ry Samir Sinha on Tuesday
with stakeholders managed
to break the ice, if not the de-
adlock, with people in the
know saying Indian carriers
admitted in the meeting that
the lssue was belng discussed
for almost 1.5 years. The next
meeting will be held next Tu-
esday and a final decision

‘PREPARE PLANS'

> Amid festival season, MIAL,
run by Adani, offers to begin
shifting 265 of T2's T70 weekly
int'l flights to NMIA post-Diwali
> Sinha tells airfines to prepare
flight shifting plan at the earfiest
> Cautions that the process
must be smooth and passengers
not inconvenienced by changes
may be taken on Oct 20,

It is learnt that with the
festive season approaching
and the “positive direction™
of Tuesday's meeting with
Sinha's Intervention, Adani-
run Mumbail International
Alrport Ltd (MIAL)offered to
begin shifting 265 of CSMIA's

TT0 weekly international de-
partures to NMIA post-Diwa-
1i, which is exactly a month
away With this offer from MI-
AL, Sinhaislearnt to have as-
ked airlines to prepare their
flight shifting plan at the ear-
liest. The secretary Is learnt
to be keen that the issue not
hanyg firefor much longer and
be decided amicably between
theairportoperatorand aicli-
nes 50 that passengers of
flights that shift get enough
advance notice.

Sinha’s brief to stakehol-
ders was clear: Passengers
should not be inconvenien-
ced by any last-minute sur-
prises and plan everything so
that the transition should go
smoothly The 90-minute mee-
ting was attended by repre-
sentatives of stakeholdersin-

cluding Air India, IndiGo,
Akasa, Adani Airports and
Alrports Authority of India.

“The reconstruction of
the over six decades old parts
of CSMIA terminal 1(T1) isa
must for safety reason. Govt
can't allow any mishap to
happen given the safety fears
expressed about oldest parts
of T1 in structural safety stu-
dies done both by the previo-
us (GVEK) and current (Ada-
ni)operators of Mumbai Air-
port. T reconstruction has to
begin which will require elt-
her demolishing it in one go
or in phases. The latter met-
hod has been chosen to keep
interim disruption at lower
possible level. Now the most
amicable way of doing has to
be found,” said people in the
know
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265 int'I flights may move
to NMIA only post-Diwali

| New Delhl: The proposed sh-
i iftingrof 265 inter national flig-

" htsfrom Mumbaiairport’s T2

to Navi Mumbai Internation-
al Alrport could happen after
Diwali instead of Oct 25, and
aidines will submit a firm tr-
ansition plan for the move, re-
poits Saurabh Sinha.

A meeting called by Union
aviation secretary Samir Sin-

¢ ha on Tuesday with stakehol-

¢ ders managed tobreak the jce,
! If notthe deadlock, with peop-
i le in the know saying Indian
¢ carriers admitted the issue
had been discussed for almost
L5 years. The next meeting
will be held coming Tuesday
and the final declsion may be
taken on Oct 20
Ttislearned that with festi-

ve season approaching and

'PREPARE PLANS'

> Aviation secretary Samir
Sinha's Tuesday meeting with
stakeholders helps break ice

> Amid festival season, MIAL,
run by Adani, offers to begin
shifting 265 of T2's 770 weekly
intl flights to NMIA post-Diwali
> Sinha tells airfines to prepare
flight shifting plan at the earfiest
> Cautions that the process

ng 265 of CSMIAs Wﬂweekly
international departures to
NMIA post-Diwall
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Oct 25 deadline goes,
airlines to prepare plans for shift

Saurabh.Sinha R 7 Adani Alrports and Alrports The plan to demolish the
@timesofindia.com Aviation secretary Samir Authority of India, among  oldest part of T1 has been on
Sinhareportedly foundthe  others. hald for at least six years now.

New Delhi: In light of the middlepathby gettingthe “The reconstruction of “TheOct25dateforbeginning

approaching festive season
and the “positive direction”
of Tuesday's meeting with
Union aviation secretary
Samir Sinha, Adani-run MI-
AL reportedly offered to be-
gin shifting 265 of CSMIA's
770 weekly international dep-
artures to NMLA after Diwali

With this offer from MI-
AL, Sinha is learned to have
asked airlines to prepare the-
ir flight shifting plan at the
earliest. The secretary is re-
portedly keen that the issue
not hang fire for much longer
and be decided amicably bet-
weenthealrportoperatorand
airlines so that passengers of
flights that shift get enough

shifting plan deferred and
airlines toagree tofirm up
their transition plans

advance noti-
ce.
Sinha's
brief to stake-
holders was
clear: Pas-
sengers  sho-
uld not be inconvenienced by
any last-minute surprises
and everything must be plan-
ned in such a way that the
transition goes off smoothly
The 90-minute meeting was
attended by representatives
of Ajr India, IndiGo, Akasa,

the over six-decades-old parts
of CSMIA Terminal 1 is a
must for safety reasons. Govt
can'tallow any mishaptohap-
pen given the safety fears ex-
pressed about oldest parts of
Tl in structural safety studies
done both by the previous
(GVE) and current (Adani)
operators of Mumbal Alr-
port. T1 reconstruction has to
bepin, which will require eit-
herdemolishing it inonegoor
in phases. The latter method
has been chosen to Keep inte-
rim disruption at the lowest
possible level. Now, the most
amicable way of doing this
has to be found,” said people
Intheknow

the shifting of international
fights will be deferred till just
after Diwall, but airlines need
tosubmitafirm planasthede-
ferment can't be indefinite
due to safety fiears of TL Both
sides got what they wanted.
This was the sum and sub-
stance of secretary Sinha's
Tuesday meeting,” they said.

Adani Alrports  says
NMIA can handle up to 50
lakh international passeng-
ers annually at the newly
commissioned airport The
planned phased redevelop-
mentof CESMIA T1proposes to
enhance its capacity from 15
crore passengers annually to
2CPA.
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Visa hassles: IGI sees max
dip in North Amerlca travel

Sawrabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhl: The continued
closure of Pakistan airspace
since last April and the tense
geopolitical situation in West
Asia have reshaped interna-
tional travel patterns from
Delhi, withasharpriseintraf-
fi¢ to Southeast Asla destina-
tions. Meanwhile, the tighter
US visa norms, airspace dis-
ruptions and Alr India's long-
haul euts have sharply hit tra-
vel to North America.

Data shared by Delhi Inter-
national Ajrport Ltd (DIAL)
for April-Aug 2026 compared
with the same period last vear
shows an 11.4% Increase intra-
vellers to and from Asla-Paci-
fic, with numbers rising from
321 lakh to 35.7 lakh. Europe
saw a4 marginal increase of
0.9%, from19.61akh to19.7lakh,
as aldines such as Lufthansa,
SWISSand British Airwaysad-
ded India flights after reducing
services to West Asla

Driven by growth in these
two regions, IGIA's overall in-
ternational traffic rose 0.8%,

from 85.5 lakh passengers in
April-Auy 2025 to 86.2 lakh du-
ring the same period this year
North America recorded
the sharpest decline, with pas-
senger numbers falling 26.2%,
from 7.5 lakh to 5.5 lakh. The
drop has been attributed to
stricter US visa norms, parti-
culardy for students and other
Visitor categories, along with
disruptions caused by airspace
closures and Alr India’s redue-
tionof long-haul services follo-
wing the Ahmedabad crash.
Traffic to Africa fell 10.9%,
from L7 lakh to 15 lakh pas-
sengers, while Middle East
traffic declined 4.1%, from 24.7
lakh to23.71akh.
“Onanoverall basis(domes-

tic plus international), we ex-
pect our passenger footfalls to
beat 8.2 crore In FY27, about 4%
higher than the actual number
of 7.9crore in FY26. Foreign car-
riers have been adding flights,
and new services are also being
launched to destinations such
as Mongolia by aidines that are
Just starting operations in Del-
hi. Overall, weexpectan increa-
sein numbers this fiscal despite
continuing weopolitical chal-
lenges, higher jetfuel pricesand
other factors,” DIAL CEO Fra-
deep Panicker said.

Meanwhile, the protocol
for hub-and-spoke domestic-
to-international  passengers
on Alr India has been revised
following a recent lapse in
which three Italian nationals
arrived from Amritsar and bo-
arded a flight to Germany wit-
hout clearing immigration.

Under the revised system,
Alr India passengers connec-
ting in Delhi to international
codeshare flights will receive
their onward boarding pas-
ses only in Delhi, complete
Iimmigration formalities and
then travel onwards.
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AHMEDABAD

State to get 5 more
flying trammg orgs

Total FTOs in state to reach 10, making it
one of the largest pilot-training ecosystems

-_ﬁamedahad Mirror Bureau
eedback@ahmedabadmirror.com

Posts @ahmedabadmirror

ive more Flying Training Or-
ganisations (FTOs) are under
development in Gujarat and
will take the state's total to 10.
Existing FTOs have trained more
than 5,200 aviation students and
produced over 3,200 Commercial
Pilot Licence (CPL) holders, while
more than 200 aspiring pilots are
currently undergoing training.
India’s civil aviation sector is
expected to create demand for an esti-
mated 25,000-30,000 commercial
pilots in the coming years. Indian car-
riers have collectively placed orders
for nearly 1,700 new aircraft.

Demand for pilots grows
Gujarat currently has five operational
FI'Os. Four operate from state-owned
airstrips at Mehsana and Amrell,
while one operates at Bhavnagar
Airport on land allotted by the
Alrports Authority of India.

Once the new ones are operation-
al, Gujarat will become one of the
largest state-level pilot-training eco-

systems in the country. Under the PPP
model, approximately 1,500 square
metres of land at state-owned airports
and airstrips is allotted to eligible
operators through a transparent bid-
ding process. The initiative is aimed
at developing a skilled aviation work-
force, attracting private investment
and generating employment.

Local economies

The sector will create jobs for com-
mercial flying instructors, aircraft
maintenance engineers, Hight dis-
patchers, operations officers, safety
professionals, administrative staff and
ground-support personnel.

The growing aviation-training eco-
system is expected to benefit
Mehsana, Amrell, Mandvi and
Ankleshwar by increasing demand for
hotels, hostels, rental housing, restau-
rants, transport, healthcare, banking
and retail services.

The growing aviation-training eco-
system is also expected to support
aircraft maintenance, repair and over-
haul (MRO), aviation fuel services,
flight simulators, acrospace manufac-
turing, drone pilot training, aviation
software and consultancy.

7 OCTOBER 2026
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SC sends notice to govt, asks why air travel is not disabled-friendly

m Rajagopal
Hew Dol

The Supreme Court on Wed

nesduy decided to ask the
Union government why nil-
lianz of passengers with dis-
abilities continue to face hu

miliation, barriers, broken
oquipment and digital excho-
gion n oone of the workd's

fastest  growing  oiation
markets
A three-judge  Bench,

hesded by Chief Justice of

India Surve Kont, issued
fiormal notlce to the Ministey
of Civil Aviarion, the Direct-
orate Ceneral of Clhal Avi
nthon, the Airports Authority
of India, the Central Indus-
trial Security Foroe and the
Digi Yarra Foundation om a
petition  filed by lTurab
Chimthaniwuls, 8 company
secretaryand advoeate based
in Mumbai who suffers a

benchmark: disability called
Lieber's {.um{s'.mlzi
Amaurosis, 2 condition that
causes severe vision loss
from childhood,

INCREASED TRAVEL
Advocare Ashutosh Senger,
for Chimthanowala, submit
ted that Tndis was preseotly
the third-largest aviation
miarket globally, with anmual
passtnger traffic excecding
350 million. Yet, persons
with disabilivies (PwD} face
denial of accessible aviation
infrastructiore and services,
restricting  their  funda-
mental right o travel inde-
pendently and with digmity.
“Domestic passEnger
traffic. has  consistently
ETOWN at approximately 10—
12 per cent annually over the
past decade. Even based on
the conservative estimate of
221 per cent disability pre-
vilence recorded in the

Census of ’IZI'll this trans-
latesto over seven million air
passengers with disabilitics
annualiy.,. The nagnitode of
affected persons  under
seores the svstemic wnd no-
tiomal scale of the acecasibil-

ity failure,” Setger
subamitred.
GAMUT OF SERVICES

The phea highlighted a sy
temic and nutionwide falure
of non-implémentation of
aceessibility across all stages
of air travel, including book
ing, web-check-in, airport
entry  and  navigation,
counter-check-in,  security
screening, Digh Yatra pro
cessing, immigration, board
ing, in-Aight services and wr-
rival assistance.

These include instances of
visually handicapped  per
zons routinely forced mto
wheclchairs: or being fre-
quently compelled 1o use

specialised ambulifts even
when thiy can sufely use reg-
ular staircases,

The petition zaid silent
arrports fail o provide ac
cessible alternative modes of
communication.

“Accessibilicy = not
merely a statutory entitle
ment but a fundsmental
right flowing from the guar-
antes of equality, dignity, and
freedom of movement, and
imposes 8 non-derogable ob-
ligation wpon the Srate and
its imstrumentalities o en
sure that public infrastruc-
ture and scrvices arc usable

by Pwl=s on an cqual basis
with others” the petition
agid,
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Air India and Singapore
Airlines expand flights ops

—
Prass Trust of India
Mew Dethi

Air India and Simgapore Air-
lines on Wednesday an-
nounked the expansion of
their commercial coo
tion to provide more tight
apriong for travelling on the
India-Singapore route,

The expansion is part of
the initiatives onder ithe
Commeteal  Cooperation
Framework Agrecment
inked in Fansary this vear
From October 15, both air-
lincs will offer cravellers
bookings to cligible fights
berween Indiaand Singaporte

operated by either airline on
a standalone basis.

BROOKING FLEXIRILITY
“This covers 126 weekly
flights between Singapore
and elght Indlon  cities:
Ahmedibad, Benjriliru,
Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Kochi, Kolkara, and Mum-
bal” Alr India said in 2 re
lease on Wednesday,

At present, an eligihle Air
Indiz-operated  codeshare
Aight booked through Singa-
pore Alrlines must include
un SlA-operated flight and
vice versa, This requirement
will be rermoved from Ocio-
ber15.
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Airline safety grounded in terra firma

The close call for 174 passengers travelling on fhydubai
Hight FZ1073 has provoked a flood of sugpestions from
the global commentariat on enhancing airdine secur-
ity. But history sugpests that nosecurity measures can
be 100 per cont disaster-proof aslongas global politics
remains in turmoil.

Infact, only & rare trifecta of good fortune ensured
that there were no fatalities on board the flydubai
Hight from Dubai tolsrael, which resulted
from the depredations of a suicidal
Omanipilot with anti- lksraeli inclinations.
The courageous Captain Smit Machch-
har, who, despite severe head injuries,
manazed to unlock the cockpit door and
alert passengers to the crisiz; a plumber
whao was [amiliar enough with aircraft
controls to steady the plummeting air
craft because he closely followed Air
Crash Investipation; and, finally, the pres-
ence of two off-duty pilots who took
charpe and made an emergency landing.

Mamy have drawn obvious parallels
between the unforeseen exigency of a
mentally disturbed pilot with murderous intentions
against the mainly lsreeli passengers on fight
FZi073 and the serial 911 hijackings by fundamen-
tatists armed with bow cutters. All of these crimes
were designed as high-impact revenge against the
country or countries that had launched an invasion
against their own. A frisson of fear is now bound to
teavel through Isreelis and their American allies
about the wisdom ofairtravel. The fiydubai near-tra-
gedy showed how the gratuitous conidlicts their gov-
emments started in West Asia have made the world
unsafe for them (and unfortunate co-passengers of
other nationalities). Those with longer memories
will remember an earlier ime in the 19708 whendis-
affected Palestinian guerrilla groups almost rou-

SWOT

HAMIKA DATTA

tinely hijacked airliners flying to or from Israel or the
United States.

On September 6, 1970, for instance, Palestinian
gurerrillas hijecked four sircraft bound for New York in
& coordinated action that shook the world — 2 TWA
flight travelling from Frankfurt, El Al and Pan Am
Hights from Amsm:rdam and a Swissair fight from
Zurich. One of those hijackings failed thanks to the
presence of mind of the pilot Uri Bar,
though he is less remémbered than the
glamorotis AR-47-wickding Leila Khaled,
a member of the Popular Froot for the
Liberaticn of Palestine (PFLP} aod vet-
eran of a 1969 hijacking. One of the air-
craft was diverted to Beimut and two
landed in Jordan, where they were sur-
rounded by the Jordanian army. The
FFLP was demanding the release of
Palestinians held in Germany, Switzer-
land, England and Israel within 72 hours
or they would kil all the hostages,

Axthe US fles in the 82nd Airborne
and the Sixth Fleet was plit on standby,
the long standoff — which inclsded the hijacking of a
British Overseas Airwais Corporation aircraft the next
day — saw the outbreak of the famows "Black Septem:-
ber™ war between the Jordanian military and Yasser
Aralats Palestinian Liberation Organisation. It ended
after Exypt's Masser Hussein brokered a deal that saw
the hostazes released and the hijackers set free,

Afterwards, American journalist Watter Cronkite
presciently commented that the Palestinian poerritlas
“thrust back to the world s sttention a problemn diplo-
mats have tended toshove aside ..

Two yenrs later, Palestinian guerrillas hijacked a
Sabena Air flight to Tel Aviv. It was during the rescue
operation that Esracli Prime Minister Benjamin Met-
amyahu, then a commando, pained fame for his her-

oicsin foiling the plot. Fouryears later, helosta brother
in Operation Thunderbolt, when Israeli commandos
famoushy stormed a hijacked Air France flight that was
diverted toEntebbe, Uganda.

Back in India, little of this internations] drama
registered on airport security. Afr travel was mre in
those days amyway, involving only a minuscule pro-
portion of Indias population. Secority checks
mostly consisted of personnel perfunctorily check-
ing hand luggage and occasionally asking if you were
camrying knives or bombs. Children in those days
freely visited the cockpit, where friendly pilots
showed you the controls and gave you sweets. All
that abruptly ended in 1985 when a bomb, planted by
Punjab militants, exploded aboard the Emperor
Kanishka, sendine 339 people to the bottom of the
Atkantic Ocean. Metal detectors now made their
presence felt and tarmac identification of checked-
inluggage became the norm.

TheIC 814 hijacking of 1900 — ancther casualty of
botched diplomacy and intellizence — made baggage
sereening complilsory. Adter the 9/11 tragedies. cockpit
doorswere secuncly locked from the inside. Tragically,
that policy sent 150 people plunging to their deaths
whent a mentally unhinged co-pilot locked his captain
out of the cockpit and crashed Germanwings Flight
gaatintothe French Alps in 20015 Pessengers on fhydu-
bai ilight FZ1073 may have suffered a similar ate wene
it not for Captain Machchhar

The upshot of srowing insecurity in the skies has
been skyrocketing expenditure on security by airport
operators. By one reckoning, security alone accounts
for 20 percent of srpart operators expenditure. Some
girports pass this cost on to passengers cither wholly
arpartly. Inshort, airpassengers pay for theirsecurity
in the skies one way or another — even though, a5
Cronkite pointed out 56 years ago, the real solution lies
in the hands of leaders and politicians on terra Airma
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A-1, SIA expand partnership

Focus on standalone flights, frequent-flyer benefits

AGEMOES
Mew Delhi, 7 Cctober

Tata group-led Air India and
Singapore Adrlines (5IA) on
Wednesday sald they have ex-
panded commercial cooper-
ation with more flight options
for travellers betwesn India
and Singapore, and interoper-
ability of flyer privileges.

This is the first part of the
Inltiatives under the Commer-
cial Cooperation Framework
Agreement inked in January.
From October 15, both airlines
will offer travellers a wider
range of itinerary and fight
optons through their respect-

ive booking channels, PTT re-
ported. SEA holds 251 per cent
stake in Alr India. "This covers
126 weskly flights between Sin-
gapore and eight Indian cities:
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Delthi, ‘Hyderabad,
Eochi, Bolkara, and Muombai,”
Alr India said in a releaze on
Wednesday.

At present, an eligible Alr
India-operated codeshare
flight booked through SIA
st include an S1A-operated
flight. and vice versa. This re-
striction willend from October
15. Travellers can book eligible
standalone flights between
India and Singapore opetated

by either airdine through each
other’s booking channels.

"As demand for travel be-
Tween our countries continues
to grow, this partnership posi-
tlons us to serve that oppor-
tunity even better,” said Nipun
Agarwal, chief commercial of-
ficer, Air India.

In addition to the existing
Star  Alliance privileges,
members of Air India's Maha-
maja Club and SIAs KrisFlyer
programmes will also be able
to avall reciprocal benefits
on select routes starting from
the second gquarter of 2027,
Reurers reported, citing an
AlrIndia release.



Pilots’ Duty
Timings
BAOA wants exten-

sion in timings, along
with adequate rest.

LEAVINGONA

ETizg

pace2 A COMMERCIAL FEATURE

The resurgence in India is evident from the fact that business jets’

demand has grown from 4-5 annually a few years ago to 25-30 now

Corporate Communications Directorate

EUSINESS STANDARD

8 OCTOBER 2026

BIZ AVIATION FLIES HIGH
DESPITE WAR, OIL PRICES

EY SHOBHA JOHN

ven as commercial aviation in
India has taken a hit due to
huge losses and other turbu-
lence, business aviation has
had a good year as more and
more corporates are buying jets.
In fact, this sector is emerging
as one of the fastest-growing
segments of aviation.

If one were to go by the figures of the
General Aviation Manufacturers Association
(GAMA) which tracks general aviation ship-
ments and billings worldwide, business jets
and piston airplanes saw increases in ship-
ments in 2025 as compared to 2024,
Preliminary aircraft deliveries were valued
at $35.7 hillion, an increase of 14.6%.
India has seen a significant demand for
business jets from approximately 4-5
inducted annually a few years ago to
around 25-30 aircraft now.

AIRPLANE DELIVERIES
Piston airplane shipments, according to
GAMA, increased by ten units to 1,782
during this time, while turboprops declined
slightly by 5.1% with 594 units. Business
jet shipments increased 11.8% with 854
units. The value of airplane deliveries for
2025 was $31.0 billion, an increase of
16.1%. Helicopter shipments in 2025,
when compared to 2024, saw piston heli-
copters at 206 units, a decrease of four
units respectively.

Various air shows are often a good indi-
cator of market sentiment and the latest,
Farnborough International Airshow which

took place in July in Hampshire, UK, had
an optimistic mood. While commercial aer-
ospace orders with Boeing and Airbus put
together recorded 327 agreements, up
from 286 at Farnborough in 2024, total
business generated was £62.9 billion
($84.7 hillion), according to ADS, a UK avi-
vation trade association. However, busi-
ness at other air shows has been lackadai-
sical, resulting in fewer orders and in some
cases, cancellations.

In India, according to the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), in 20086,
there were 56 non-scheduled operators

The pre-owned market
than the new aircraft
market. Most first-time
buyers want to :
understand operations, :
maintenance, crew
requirements and

the overall economics
before investing in a
new aircraft.

,l

®gevevonee

P X I
.

Posavessssssnasssasssann®

is considerably larger "f

with a total number of 183 aircraft. By
2025, this had risen to 122 operators and
433 aircraft, showing the steady rise in
this segment.

PRE-OWNED MARKET

Insiders say that the pre-owned market is
considerably larger than the new aircraft
market primary due to pricing and lead
time. For a first-time buyer, a pre-owned air-
craft is often more practical too. Most want
to understand aircraft operations, mainte-
nance, crew requirements and the overall
economics before investing in a brand-new
aircraft. Globally, owners are retaining their
aircraft for longer periods. Thus, finding the
right aircraft—with the right maintenance
status, pedigree, configuration and history—
is increasingly challenging.

While the Indian market has evolved
from piston aircraft to turboprops and now
business jets, turboprops have almost
reduced to single-digit annual transactions.
Meanwhile, small and mid-size jets, includ-
ing aircraft such as the Premier 1A,
Citation CJ2, Citation XLS+ and Hawker
series are in demand, reveals Vinod Singel,
Founder & MD, AeroSource International
Pvt Ltd. “These aircraft are available in the
$2.5 million to $12 million price range.
Interestingly, the demand for super-midsize
aircraft is growing faster than for smaller
categories. While existing business aircraft
operators are adding aircraft to their fleet,
new entrants—corporates with international
travel requirements—are looking at larger,
longer-range aircraft,” he said.
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There have also been significant first buys, includ-
ing Dassault Falcon 6Xs and Gulfstream G700s.

There is also a growing charter market, with
new operators acquiring aircraft such as the
Legacy 600 and Legacy 650. They typically com-
mand prices of $10 million and upwards,
depending on their age and specification.
Interestingly, their demand is not just in major
metros but among companies and high-net-
worth individuals (HNWIs) in other cities as well.

What is also heartening is that the govern-
ment has recognised that business aviation is no
longer a rich man's toy. It is being seen as a
legitimate and productive mode of transportation
for corporates, entrepreneurs and HNWIs.
However, a distinction has to be made between
private-use aircraft and charter/Non-scheduled
Operator's Permit aircraft.
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India is

increasingly

tively reasonable, those
on privately operated
aircraft are significant,

says Singel. Under the
becoming areal ‘t\ GST framework, private

growth market as
departures are up
10.6% YoY and
flight hours 7.8%,
putting it 11th
globally by
departures.
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“ aircraft fall into the
super-luxury category

and attract 40% GST,
which has made them
more expensive, he
says. “This is one of the
reasons why there are
very few private-catego-
ry aircraft purchases in
India today, except by a
limited number of large
corporates and HNWIs.
A more rational tax
structure for private
business aircraft could encourage fleet renewal
and bring more aircraft into the Indian registry,
while also generating additional employment.”

Surprisingly, the war in West Asia and high oil
prices have not weakened global business avia-
tion demand, says Rebecca Francis, Analyst at
AeroDynamic Advisory, an aerospace consulting
firm in Michigan, US. “Middle East flying has
been disrupted by airspace restrictions, but glob-
ally departures are still up 3.9% YoY and flight
hours 4.4%, with the strongest growth in super-
midsize, ultra-long-range and very light jets.
Despite higher fuel costs, customers appear will-
ing to absorb the added expense. The broader
story remains one of resilient demand despite a
volatile backdrop.”

India is increasingly becoming a real growth
market as departures are up 10.6% YoY and
flight hours 7.8%, putting the country 11th glob-

.

®pgeveo0en i

ally by departures. The country’s based-fleet also
grew 11.9% to 188 aircraft in 2025, says
Francis, with demand strong for both new and
pre-owned aircraft, “However, the long delivery
timelines are leading some buyers to turn to the
pre-owned market. India added 23 pre-owned
Jets versus seven new deliveries in 2025. At the
same time, new demand remains strongest at
the top end, with long range jets accounting for
T75% of Asia-Pacific new deliveries.”

TIME GAP

While the growth is encouraging, several hurdles
need to be addressed. These include the time
taken for aircraft induction, import permissions,
remittance of funds and crew licensing. Singel
reveals, "Even today, it takes 3-6 months to
operationalise an aircraft after it is imported. In
a market where good-quality pre-owned aircraft
are sold quickly, this can have a significant
impact on buyers. For obtaining an in-principle
approval for an aircraft import, the applicant is
often required to provide the specific aircraft
serial number. By the time the buyer completes
the formalities, the aircraft may already be sold
to another customer.” A more practical approach
would be for DGCA to grant approval based on
the aircraft type and category, subject to the
final aircraft meeting regulatory requirements.

India also has no dedicated business aviation
airport as seen in mature international markets.
There are, however, some airports that handle gen-
eral aviation activity such as HAL Bangalore and
Begumpet Hyderabad, “Unfortunately, these facili-
ties do not have the level of Fixed Base Operator
(FBO) infrastructure that one would ideally expect
for modern business aviation,” says Singel. Cities
such as Delhi, Mumbai, Ahmedabad and Chennai
have dedicated general aviation terminals.

As the market grows rapidly, the customer
base too is getting more sophisticated and air-
craft sizes are increasing, Therefore, regulatory
processes and infrastructure should keep pace if
India has to become a business aviation market
with some heft.

The writer is a senior journalist.



The Business
Aircraft Operators
Association has
given a proposal to
the Directorate
General of Civil
Aviation to extend
pilot duty time as
ultra-long-range jets
necessitate it

VEN AS BUSINESS AVIATION
in India goes from strength
to strength with more corpo-
rates buying long-range jets,
it has encountered a hiccup.

The Flight Duty Time
Limitation (FDTL) for such
crew somewhat limits expan-
sion in this sector.

Presently, pilots of private jets can
fly a maximum of eight hours daily. In
addition, a minimum of 10 consecutive
hours of rest is mandatory within a
24-hour period. A maximum of two
consecutive night duties and two-night
landings are allowed per week.

But business aviation operations dif-
fer from scheduled airline operations in
terms of operational profile, risk expo-
sure, crew utilisation and fatigue driv-
ers. FOTL norms are largely airline-cen-
tric and do not adequately address the
unigue characteristics of business avi-
ation, particularly ultra-long-range
(ULR) point-to-point operations by mod-
ern business jets.

EXTENSION & REST

The Business Aircraft Operators
Association (BAOA) now wants an
extension in the above timings, along
with adequate rest. Gp Capt RK Bali
(retd), Managing Director, BAOA, said
that more corporates were buying
long-range jets which necessitated a
different operational schedule which
could entail longer flying hours.

He said that globally, aviation regu-
lators, especially the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) of the US, have
adopted operation-specific and risk-
based duty and rest frameworks for
business aviation. These are distinct
from airline regulations. “These frame-
works explicitly recognise crew aug-
mentation, approved in-flight rest, and
operator-managed fatigue mitigation
rather than prescriptive airline-style
constraints,” he said. “Fatigue man-
agement is done based on duration
and zone of a company's usual opera-
tions. Every company will submit a pro-
posal regarding fatigue management
for above eight hours and two crew
standard operations according to Civil
Aviation Requirements.”

The BAOA has urged the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) to issue separate guidelines
for FDTL in business aviation which
are aligned with FAA best practices
and International Civil Aviation
Organisation fatigue management
principles, while maintaining DGCA's
commitment to flight safety. The
Association has given a draft proposal
to the DGCA and said that the flight
duty period (FDP) extension can be
permitted only with crew augmenta-
tion, plus approved rest and fatigue
risk mitigation. The DGCA has consti-
tuted a committee to examine the
proposals.

The proposals suggest that the guide-
lines apply to non-scheduled air trans-
port operators (NSOPs), corporate/busi-
ness jet operations, charter and private
business aviation operations and ultra-
long-range business jet operations.

DIFFERENT OPERATIONS

The proposal explained that business
aviation operations were characterised
by single-sector, point-to-point flights,
often intercontinental, low sector count
per duty period (typically one sector),
high cockpit automation, augmented
crew operations for long flights, and
smaller cabin configurations. Here, air-
line-style bunks are often impractical
and there is no commercial passenger
pressure or high-frequency rotations.
So applying airline FDTL norms to such
operations introduces operational
rigidity without commensurate safety
benefit, it added.

The proposals explained that the FAA
distinguished business aviation from air-
line operations, allowed flexible FDP lim-
its based on crew augmentation, recog-
nised approved in-flight rest facilities,
emphasised operator responsibility and
permitted ultra-long-range operations
with appropriate safeguards.

In a fillip to pilots of business avia-
tion, the proposal has said that the
DGCA recognise the following as
acceptable in-flight rest: Fully reclining
or lie-flat seats, designated cabin rest
zones, privacy curtains, controlled light-
ing and noise and manufacturer-certi-
fied or operator-approved configura-
tions. Airline-style crew bunks shall not
be mandatory for business aviation.

The proposal has said that for
flights exceeding 12 hours or involving
ULR operations, operators shall imple-
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A COMMERCIAL FEATURE

RELAX PILOT DUTY
TIME, ENHANCE

SAFE

RAJAN MEHRA, Former CEOQ,
Club One Air and former India Head
of Qatar Airways

ment a Fatigue Risk Management
System, have duty and rest planning
procedures, fatigue reporting and
monitoring and DGCA oversight, audit,
and corrective action.

DGCA has already temporarily eased
pilot duty norms for Air India long-haul
flights amid airspace curbs.

SCIENTIFICALLY DESIGNED
Rajan Mehra, former CEO, Club One Air
and former India Head of Qatar
Airways, said that international practice
increasingly recognises that FDTL must
reflect the nature of the operation, the
time of day, number of sectors, stand-
by, time-zone changes, crew augmenta-
tion and the quality of rest available.

“BADA's request is not simply for long-
er hours, but for a separate, scientifi-
cally designed framework for business
aviation, aligned with established inter-
national practices and supported by
fatigue-risk management,” he said.

Mehra explains that business avia-
tion is fundamentally different from
scheduled airline operations. Flights
are on demand, itineraries can
change at short notice, aircraft may
reposition without passengers, and
international missions may involve
long sectors followed by several days
of little or no flying. Applying a largely
uniform framework can, therefore,
create operational difficulties without
necessarily improving safety.

“BADA has requested a system that
recognises these differences while
keeping fatigue management and
safety paramount. Regulations should

—ne. AP
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BAOA has given a proposal to the DGCA
and said that the flight duty period
extension of pilots can be permitted only
with crew augmentation, rest and fatigue
risk mitigation. The DGCA is examining it.

OPERATIONS

assess the total fatigue exposure rath-
er than rely only on a single daily fly-
ing-hour limit. This should not be inter-
preted as seeking unrestricted or rou-
tinely longer flying hours for the
pilots,” he added.

ICAO recognises both prescriptive
limits and scientifically based fatigue-
risk management systems as valid
approaches to managing fatigue. ltis a
fact, though, that while India has quali-
fied pilots, there is a shortage of suita-
bly experienced and type-rated pilots
for certain categories of business air-
craft. Mehra said that business avia-
tion needs pilots with aircraft-specific
ratings, international operating expo-
sure and the flexibility required for on-
demand operations. “As the sector
grows, India will need a stronger pipe-
line of training, type-rating and reten-
tion,” he said.
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Hydrogen Fuel:
The Future
of Aviation?

Research has shown many pros for the
gas in the aviation sector, including
reducing carbon emissions during flight

The search for alternative aviation
fuels has been going on for dec-
ades. The new-kid-on-the-block is
hydrogen and numerous research
projects are ongoing to see if
hydrogen-powered aircraft can be
the future of aviation. Liquid
hydrogen offers high energy rela-
tive to its weight and produces no
carbon emissions during flight,
making it attractive for future
regional aircraft. Several aero-
space companies are already
developing hydrogen-powered air-
craft and propulsion systems.

It is estimated that global jet
fuel demand will increase from
just over 100 billion gallons in
2025 to 165 billion gallons by
2050. That makes it imperative
to look for other fuel sources.

ALTERNATIVE FUELS
NASA has identified five alter-
native aviation fuels to meet
the demand over the next 25
years. With the war in West
Asia leading to surging oil pric-
es, there is a need for alterna-
tive fuels which can replace Jet
A and Jet A-1 fuel.

The National Laboratory of
the Rockies (NLR) evaluated
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF),
liquid hydrogen, liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG), liquefied ethane,
and an experimental fuel
called Jet X. The research,
funded by NASA, sought to
examine each fuel's production
potential, technical readiness
and infrastructure needs.

SAF, which is sourced from
animal fat, cooking oil, and
feedstock, is already being
used in a blended form with
conventional Jet A fuel at con-
centrations of up to 50% with-
out the plane being modified.
But high production costs have
limited SAF use to just 1% of
global aviation fuel use.

Coming to cryogenic fuels
such as liquid hydrogen, LNG
and liquefied ethane, if these
have to be in liquid form for
use in planes, they should
remain in insulated tanks at
very low temperatures. That
means that airports would
need new fueling systems and
aircraft manufacturers would
have to certify new designs.

CUT EMISSIONS

But a report published by Rolls-
Royce, easylet, Heathrow and
University College London Air
Transportation Systems Lab
showed that hydrogen-powered
aircraft could enable European
and UK aviation to cut carbon
emissions while supporting
future growth. Along with SAF, it
can accelerate progress towards
net zero. In addition, hydrogen
infrastructure in some 20 major
European airports, which could
become hydrogen hubs, can
deliver more than 80% of the
emissions benefits of full hydro-
gen availability.

In the UK, meanwhile, the
Department for Transport will be
giving a funding of £3.6m for
the first round of a zero-emis-
sion flight demonstration com-
petition. Four hydrogen aviation
projects will receive grants for
projects lasting up to two years
from August onwards.

ZeroAvia, a leading developer
of hydrogen fuel cell and electric
propulsion systems for electric
aircraft, was the biggest winner
in the hydrogen sector, and got
£2.1m for its HyPrime liguid
hydrogen (LH2) airport refueling
and infrastructure project. This
was carried out in collaboration
with UlemCo, GeoPura, and
Bristol and Birmingham airports.
Other winners include engineer-
ing and technology company
Badgerworks which won £1.2m
for developing cryogenic systems

for LH2-fuelled aircraft at air-
ports and Urban Foresight which
focused regional aviation across
the Highlands and Islands of
Scotland, while Equilibrion con-
centrated on LH2 infrastructure
at Bristol Airport.

In addition, Rolls-Royce and
easylet completed the industry’s
first ground testing of hydrogen
as an aviation fuel at NASA’s
Stennis Space Center in
Mississippi. A modified Rolls-
Royce Pearl 15 engine, used on
business jet aircraft, reached
full take-off power while running
on 100% hydrogen. This was the
result of a four-year programme
involving both companies and
other global partners, including
Tata Consultancy Services.

The importance of this tech-
nology can be gauged from the
fact that the world's first confer-
ence exclusively dedicated to
hydrogen in aviation took place
online on September 3, 2026.
Global experts participated at
this 7th International Hydrogen
Aviation Conference.

In India, Green Aero, an lIT-
Delhi incubated company, is
building hydrogen-powered jet
engines for drones, aircraft
and ships. It has already test-
fired a hydrogen-powered aero
engine core called the Blue
Dragon. It is possibly the first
such core built in India.

PROS & CONS

The pros of using hydrogen as
an aviation fuel are that it burns
producing water vapour, not car-
bon dioxide. Hydrogen fuel cell
technology generates electricity
through an electrochemical
reaction between hydrogen and
oxygen, producing water vapour.

A study founcl that

hydrogen
infrastructure in
some 20 European
airports can deliver
more than 80% of
the emission
benefits of full

R S

Such technology would eliminate
in-flight carbon dioxide and
nitrogen oxide emissions, help-
ing reduce climate impact.

Its cons are that it burns hot-
ter and faster than kerosene,
needs to be stored either very
cold or under high pressure and
takes up more volume for the
same energy. There are, there-
fore, concerns over energy effi-
ciency of hydrogen as a fuel,
storage facilities for this gas and
logistics at airports.

Meanwhile, Airbus and MTU
Aero Engines will develop a fully
electric hydrogen fuel cell engine
for commercial aviation. The
venture will aim to accelerate
the design, development, testing
and certification of such a cell.
Following approvals, the compa-
ny is expected to begin opera-
tions in 2027.

With fuel becoming a source
of constant friction among coun-
tries, hydrogen could just be the
gas of the future.

hydrogen along with
SAF can accelerate
progress towards net
zero in aviation. Also,

hydrogen availability.
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Gulfstream Continues
to Fly High in India

With the certification
of G700 by the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation,
Gulfstream has made
a mark in India

Gulfstream is going great guns in
India. With the certification of
Gulfstream G700 by the Director
General of Civil Aviation in February
20286, its stable in India has risen to
three types, including Guifstream
G600 and Gulfstream G500, whose
certifications were received last year.
With the G700's certification, cus-
tomer deliveries can begin in India.

Mark Burns, president, Gulfstream,
reportedly said: “We are seeing strong
momentum in India as interest in our
next-generation aircraft continues to
grow. The advanced technology and
safety features of our visionary fleet,
combined with outstanding range,
speed and cabin environment, are
major differentiators for customers. The
G700 in particular offers a transforma-
tive advantage with its globe-spanning
range and the most spacious cabin in
the industry. We look forward to contin-
ued growth of the Gulfstream fleet for
customers throughout India and
around the world.”

With more than 90 city-pair speed
records to date, the G700 can fly
7,750 nautical miles at Mach 0.85 or
6,650 nm at Mach 0.90 and link
New Delhi to New York at Mach 0.87
or Mumbai to London at Mach 0.90.

EXCEPTIONAL FEATURES
The G700 also offers the most spa-
cious cabin in business aviation,
delivering exceptional flexibility and a
high degree of customization. The air-
craft features the signature
Gulfstream Cabin Experience with
100% fresh air, abundant natural
light from 20 Gulfstream Panoramic
Oval Windows and the industry's low-
est cabin altitudes at the highest ele-
vations. Customers can select from a
range of advanced interior options-
high speed internet connectivity
packages, an ultra-high definition cir-
cadian lighting system, a galley with
more than 10 feet of counter space

or a grand suite featuring a fixed bed
and shower.

The award-winning G500 and
G600 — which debuted Gulfstream's
next-generation Symmetry Flight
Deck featuring the industry’s first
active control sidesticks and most
extensive use of touch-screen tech-
nology — continue to see exceptional
demand and utilization around the
world with more than 370 aircraft in
service and over 150 city-pair speed
records, combined.

STRONG TRENDS

On the business side, Gulfstream
Aerospace and its sister company, Jet
Aviation, in June experienced their
strongest first six months for orders
since 2022, This was revealed by
Phebe Novakovic, chairman and CEO
of parent company General Dynamics
(GD), during a second-quarter investor
call. In total, GD's aerospace division
(composed of the two business avia-
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The G700 offers the most spacious cabin in
business aviation, delivering exceptional
flexibility and a high degree of customization. It
features the Gulfstream Cabin Experience with
100% fresh air and abundant natural light.

tion companies) saw revenue soar
15.1% year over year in the second
quarter, to $3.525 billion, with profit
rising 26.6%, to $510 million. In the
first half, these totaled $6.8 billion
and $1 billion respectively, driven by
more aircraft deliveries and services
income. As a result, Novakovic upgrad-
ed the division's 2026 outlook to
$13.8 billion in revenue.

In the quarter, Gulfstream deliv-
ered 41 jets (six super-midsize
G280s and 35 large-cabins) versus
38 (six G280s, 32 large-cabins) a
year ago. That brought its first-half
total to 79 shipments (13 G280s, 66
large-cabins), up from 74 (12 G280s,
62 large-cabins) last year.

Aerospace backlog is now
$25.15 billion, nearly $2 billion
higher than at the end of the first
quarter and more than $4 billion
higher since December 31.
Novakovic noted higher sales in
Asia and North America.
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See the Action
and Meet Biz
Aviation’s
Innovators

and lcons

The NBAA-BACE in Las Vegas will
showcase all advanced aircraft and
game-changing solutions

THE WORLD'S MOST POWERFUL
business aviation event begins
in October with an extraordinary
line up of aircraft and exhibitors,
fresh voices, aerospace legends
and transformative new experi-
ences. Momentum is surging for
the 2026 NBAA-BACE, building
from a record-setting line-up of
events to the one week when
the industry’s visionaries, inves-
tors and innovators convene and
connect to define what's next.

The 2026 NBAA Business
Aviation Convention & Exhibition
(NBAA-BACE) is coming to the
Las Vegas Convention Center
and Henderson Executive Airport
(HND) from October 20-22.

“In business aviation, we're
not waiting for the future, we're
building it. If you want to be part
of the future of this industry, you
have to be part of NBAA-BACE,"”
said NBAA President and CEO
Ed Bolen. “The industry is mov-
ing at Mach speed, and there's
only one place where you'll be at
the center of all the advanced
aircraft and game-changing
solutions, pushing the bounda-
ries of what's possible.”

ADVANCED AIRCRAFT
Major manufacturers are bring-
ing their latest aircraft to this
event. This year's line-up
includes models from Aviat,
Boeing Business Jets,
Bombardier, Cirrus Aircraft,
Daher, Dassault, Epic,
Gulfstream Aerospace, Honda
Aircraft, Piaggio Aero, Pilatus,
Piper, Robinson Helicopter,
Syberlet and Textron Aviation.
These are on display both at the
Aircraft Connection at the air-
port and the show floor at the
convention center.

The exhibit hall will be filled
with business aviation's most
cutting-edge technologies,
including avionics, interiors,
engines, ground-handling equip-
ment and more. On the floor,
attendees will have an opportu-
nity to explore the latest from
the industry’s top brands and
entrepreneurial startups.

HORIZON STAGE

The all-new Horizon Stage will
bring the convention’s headline
speakers and biggest moments
right onto the show floor, giving
everyone direct access to busi-
ness aviation's leading innova-
tors and icons alike, without
leaving the action. The Horizon
Stage will debut as business avi-
ation's pre-eminent venue for
the people and ideas driving the
industry forward.

Alongside fresh voices look-
ing to the future of air travel,
the Horizon Stage will host aer-
ospace legends, including
industry pioneer Steven F.
Udvar-Hazy, recipient of this
year's NBAA Meritorious
Service to Aviation Award;
accomplished aviator and glob-
al business leader Ross Perot

Jr. and other notable figures.

Returning to the show floor,
the highly popular Flight Deck
will host a series of fully interac-
tive discussions throughout
NBAA-BACE on the top techno-
logical, regulatory, marketplace
and workforce issues shaping
business aviation.

Conversations on these and
other topics will continue
throughout the convention week,
with dedicated programming
focused on the latest safety and
tax concerns for business avia-
tion. There will also be a curated
roster of more than 70 educa-
tion sessions that customize
learning opportunities for every
professional role and discipline
across the industry.

NEW EXPERIENCE

The NBAA-BACE will also have a
dedicated time for networking
and doing business on the show
floor, along with several other
transformative experiences.
These include:

Maintenance Track: This
specialized three-day track is tai-
lored for aircraft maintainers,
technicians and operations direc-
tors, where eligible technicians
can earn Inspection Authorization
renewal credit. This year's
expanded maintenance track
includes the Gulfstream Operator
Forum, with dedicated mainte-
nance and operations program-
ming for professionals who oper-

M

The Horizon Stage
will host aerospace
legends such as
industry pioneer
Steven F. Udvar-
Hazy, recipient of
this year's NBAA
Meritorious Service
to Aviation Award,;
accomplished
aviator and global
business leader
Ross Perot Jr.

and other

notable figures.
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ate Gulfstream aircraft.

Career Zone: With more
resources than ever, this immer-
sive venue at NBAA-BACE will
offer a non-stop program of one-
on-one career coaching, group
discussions, scholarship and
resume audits, headshots and
workshops focused on Linkedin
strategies for getting hired.
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FUSING FIGHTER
TEGH AND COMFORT

Dassault’s Falcon 10X is a game changer jet that combines HOTAS,
a fighter-inspired design, with the largest cabin in business aviation

N AIRCRAFT'S FIRST flight
is as much a milestone
as a messaging opportu-
nity. The message of the
first flight of the Falcon
10X on June 189, 2026, is
that Dassault had upped
the ante on comfort and
technology when it comes
to ultra-long-range jets.

The 10X is a 100% new jet, devel-
oped to offer new capabilities to long-
range travelers. It has the largest cabin
of any purpose business jet, intended
to make 15-hour flights not mere inter-
ludes between departure and destina-
tion, but a place where life carries on
as at home or in the office.

WIDER CABIN

The 10X cabin is eight inches wider
than competitors and six inches taller.
But, according to Dassault, that hardly
conveys the very different experience
which the added space provides, nor
the complexity of delivering this step
change in capability.

Dassault's challenge was to design
an aircraft that provides much more
comfort without sacrificing speed or
range. The 10X takes you places at
Mach 0.925 and up to 7,500 nm.
That is Hong Kong to New York non-
stop capability.

“We could have flown farther but
only with a smaller ‘me-too’ cabin,
matching competitors,” according to
Carlos Brana, EVP Civil Aviation. “That
was not a satisfactory solution for us.
As range and flight durations increase,
what you really want is the most com-
fortable environment possible. You
want to eliminate the perception you
are trapped in a tube, no matter how
well appointed.”

Here are the twin challenges with a
bigger cabin: weight and drag. More
structure generally equals more
weight. A greater cabin diameter
equates to more “wetted area”, a
source of friction drag as air flows
around the fuselage.

NEW FUSELAGE DESIGN

Starting with the fuselage, engineers
crafted an innovative nose shape that
promotes drag-reducing laminar flow
all the way back to the cabin door.
Next, they abandoned the three-
engine layout that's been a hallmark of
top-line Falcon jets for half a century.
The trijet configuration was ultra-effi-
cient for aircraft optimized for long-
range cruise at .80 Mach, the stand-
ard cruise for a generation of business
jets. But at higher speeds, computer
models showed that fitting the aircraft

with two turbofans, rather than three,
would make it more slippery at speeds
between .85 Mach to .925 Mach.

COMPOSITEWING

Higher speeds required a new wing. It
would be remarkably thin from top to
bottom, plus it would have a high
aspect ratio (the measure of length
to width) to minimize induced drag,
the drag created as a wing produces
lift. At this size, the need for structur-
al stiffness and strict weight limita-
tions ruled out using aluminum. The
only feasible alternative was carbon
fiber wing construction, a first for
business aviation.

The lighter weight composite wing
(saving more than 900 pounds) would
have a ripple effect on the rest of the
aircraft as weight savings allowed the
use of lighter weight landing gear,

Dassault’s ultra-
long-range Falcon
10X marries
fighterjet
aerodynamics
and composite
wings with an
expansive,
customisable
cabin designed
for high-speed, up
to 15-hour travel.
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brakes and engines, among other
components. And the lean wing weight
was key to making the aircraft fuel effi-
cient in spite of its size.

A third aerodynamic design break-
through was the development of an
intricately curved, wing-to-body fairing
that harmonizes high-speed airflows
from nose to tail.

FLEXIBLE DESIGN

The first thing to know about the 10X
cabin is the interior design flexibility,
with dozens of possible floorplans. It's
generally designed for three or four
cabin zones, but these need not be
uniform. Some can be longer—for an
extended aft cabin or dining area.

g

Some can be small and intimate for a
cozy home theater,

It's the first long-range jet with a
true 60-inch queen size bed (no cor-
ners cut off for access to the lav.) If
you opt for a longer stateroom, you can
enjoy a true stand-up shower.

You can dine as if at home. No
guests are crammed into a corner up
against a sidewall, unable to exit the
dining table. There is space between
seats to allow individual entry and
exit. The galley section includes a
comfortable and legal crew rest area.
You might not want to stop en-route to
pick up a fresh crew, so a third crew
member has this space to meet all
requirements for the longest flights.

COMFORT ZONE

The seats are elegant, not bulky.
Armrests are thinner than you might
see elsewhere. From an ergonomic
standpoint, you're more likely to rest
your elbows on the part of the arm-
rest closest to the seatback. You
don't need heavy space consuming
armrests, as Dassault interior
designers see it.

But you do need space. The forward
club chairs are 22 inches, versus a
standard 20-inch seat, with lots of
aisle room left over. Each seat has its
own swing-out table. It's easier to push
your laptop or meal setting out of the
way without inconveniencing a passen-
ger opposite you.

Windows are almost 50% larger
than those on the Falcon 8X. Thirty-
eight windows line the fuselage for the
most window area and the brightest
cabin in business aviation.

FIGHTER PHILOSOPHY

The 10X NeXus flight deck could well
be the subject of another story. It
incorporates new fighter-derived fea-
tures: an advanced Head-Up Display
for better situational awareness; a
Smart Throttle—one lever controlling
both engines; an automatic recover
mode in the advent of spatial disori-
entation; a windshear escape mode
and a soft go-around mode, which is
easier for pilots and more comforta-
ble for passengers.

The acronym for the fighter inspired
design is HOTAS: hands on throttle and
stick. It's the way fighter pilots maneu-
ver—always eyes out, not down looking
at internal flight displays and pushing
buttons. It's a safer way to fly.

Dassault CEQ Eric Trappier calls the
10X “a game changer”, a much-used
phrase. But in the world of high-end
corporate travel, Dassault may have
indeed changed the rules.
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Larger, Faster, Smoother: The Asian Biz Jet Market

A global survey by Airbus has found that the demand for larger business aircraft in Asia is set torise

New research has revealed growing
confidence in the Asian business avi-
ation market, with industry profes-
sionals forecasting increasing
demand for business jets over the
remainder of the decade, particularly
in the large cabin segment.
Commissioned by Airbus Corporate
Jets (ACJ), this global survey of busi-
ness aviation financiers and brokers
across Asia found 85% of respondents
expect purchases of large business jets
to increase between now and 2030.
This includes 30% who believe the
demand will increase dramatically.

UPGRADING JETS

Sixty percent expect the demand for
large and midsize business jets will
continue growing faster than other
business aviation categories till 2030.
In addition, aircraft owners are
expected to continue upgrading into
larger models, Over half (56%) of
respondents say at least a quarter of
the aircraft they are involved in selling
or financing represent upgrades into
larger aircraft categories, a figure

expected to climb to 89% by 2030,

The research identifies the key rea-
sons behind these purchasing deci-
sions. Nearly half (45%) of respondents
say buyers place equal importance on
increased range and larger cabin
space, while 28% identify cabin com-
fort, passenger capacity and aircraft
customization as the most important
considerations. A further 27% believe
range and mission flexibility are now
the primary purchasing drivers.

— _ =

Economic performance is also play-
ing a growing role in purchasing deci-
sions. Respondents identified revenue
opportunities through chartering as the
most important commercial factor influ-
encing buyers, followed by residual
value and purchasing price.

Looking beyond acquisition, 40%
believe operating costs remain the
most underestimated factor during the
purchasing process, while 25% point to
residual value.

Confidence in the financial outlook
for larger aircraft also remains strong.
Nearly two-thirds (67%) believe financ-
ing large business jets will become eas-
ier compared to smaller aircraft over
the coming years, while 75% expect
fleet modernization through newer and
more efficient aircraft to continue accel-
erating over the next five years.

CONFIDENCE IN ASIA
Chadi Saade, President of Airbus

Corporate Jets, said: “The business
aviation market in Asia continues to
demonstrate remarkable confidence
and the actual increase of ACJs in
service in Asia is a testimony of this
growth. Buyers are increasingly look-
ing for aircraft that deliver long-range
capability, greater flexibility and a
premium onboard experience, while
also offering strong long-term eco-
nomic performance.

“Purchasing decisions today are far
more strategic, with customers consid-
ering operating costs, financing, charter
revenue opportunities and residual
value alongside traditional measures
such as cabin size and range.

The trend towards larger, more capa-
ble aircraft reflects the increasingly
global nature of business. Operators
want aircraft capable of flying longer
missions while providing passengers
with the space and comfort expected
of a modern business jet.”

AIRBUS JETS

AC] offers the world’s most modern
and comprehensive range of corporate

jets, from the ACJ TwoTwenty and
ACJ320neo to widebodies such as the
ACJ330neo and ACJ350.

The ACJ TwoTwenty is carving out a
whole new market segment - the Xtra
Large Bizjet. It offers twice the cabin
space compared to similarly priced ULR
business jets with market-leading fuel
efficiency and unrivaled reliability. It
occupies the same parking footprint as
competitive ULR jets and can take off
from the same airports, but its operat-
ing costs are one-third less.

With a range of up to 5,650 nm
(more than 12 flight hours), the ACJ
TwoTwenty can meet the requirements
of 98.6% of all Asia departures, con-
necting city pairs such as Hong Kong to
Anchorage, Singapore to Auckland and
Jakarta to Istanbul.

As with all ACJ aircraft, the ACJ
TwoTwenty is capable of flying with up
to a 50% blend of kerosene and sus-
tainable aviation fuel while keeping to
the technical specifications of Jet A.
This capability will play an
important role in the sector's decar-
bonization journey.
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Farewell to EBACE: A
Warm Legacy | In Aviation

As the market evolved
and events became
competitive, EBACE
couldn’t keep up,
leading to its
cancellation this year

The annual European Business
Aviation Convention & Exhibition
(EBACE) was always a huge draw for
aviation stakeholders. Created as a
platform for the industry and by the
industry, it served as a meeting point
for the European business aviation
community to meet, do business,
showcase its value and innovation
and come together as a sector.

However, in recent years, it did
not generate the momentum need-
ed for the European Business
Aviation Association (EBAA). This led
to its decision to cancel EBACE26,
scheduled to take place in Geneva
from June 2-4, 20286. This will also
allow the Association to step up its
work on shaping the initiatives, plat-
forms and forms of engagement that
best meet the needs of its members
and those of Europe’s business avia-
tion community.

EBAA exists to support and strength-
en business aviation in Europe, As a
trade association, its mission is to pro-
mote responsible and sustainable
growth in this sector, improve conhec-
tivity and create opportunities on
behalf of its members.

RESHAPING EBACE

In recent years, EBAA has taken
deliberate steps to reshape EBACE
in response to market expectations
and direct industry feedback. The
2025 edition marked the first visi-
ble phase of that effort, with a
renewed focus on the event's B2B
value, stronger emphasis on net-
working opportunities, introduction
of dedicated networking zones, a
new brand identity, and a clearer
focus on delivering value for both
exhibitors and attendees.

Over time, market dynamics
evolved, participation models shifted
and the event landscape became
more competitive. Expectations from
exhibitors, attendees and partners

also changed, requiring the event to
adapt in its format, value proposition
and positioning. For the 2026 edition,
EBAA introduced changes to renew
the event. These included the return
of the static display in a reimagined
format, a stronger focus on operators,
new networking opportunities includ-
ing an operator lounge, and a cost
structure designed to better reflect
exhibitor and attendee expectations.
However, this did not help and
EBACEZ26 format did not generate
much excitement, leading to its even-
tual demise.

DIFFICULT DECISION
Commenting on the decision, Stefan
Benz, CEO, EBAA, said: “This is a diffi-
cult decision, and one we have not
taken lightly. We know it will cause
disappointment for exhibitors, part-
ners and participants who had com-
mitted to this year's event and placed
their trust in it. However, we believe
this is the most responsible course of
action. It is also the right decision to
help minimize further impact on
those who had already committed to

Despite EBAA introducing changes to
renew EBACE26, including the return of the
static display in a reimagined format, a
stronger focus on operators and new
networking, the die has been cast.

the event, and it reflects the transpar-
ency and seriousness with which we
must act towards our members and
the wider market.”

Juergen Wiese, EBAA Chairman
added: “EBAA was founded to serve
Europe’s business aviation communi-
ty, and that purpose remains
unchanged. Our mission is to repre-
sent this industry on behalf of our
members, advocate for them, and
help create the conditions in which
they can continue to sustainably
operate their businesses across
Europe. EBACE has historically been
an important enabler in support of
that mission, but the format must
respond to what the market and our
members genuinely need. Together
with our members, we will continue
to shape the right platforms and
approaches to support the industry in
the years ahead.”

This is important at a time when
business aviation is buffeted by var-
ious pressures—political, regulatory
and reputational. For now, the baton
for European aviation has passed
on to EBAA.
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Air India,
Singapore
Airlines
expand ties

AKBAR MERCHANT
Humbai, Ocktober 7

AlR IMDIA AMD .'1'|n£_,ap|1:r|:
Adrdines (SIA) will expand
their partneeship from
October 15 under the Com
merelal Cooperation Frams-
work Agreement signed by
the two alelines in fanwary
thisyear

In the first phase, the
expan el amrangement will
cover 1Xa weekly flights
between Singaporeand eight
Indian citlos — Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Chennat, Dekhi
Hyderabad, Kochi, Kolkata
and Mumbsl,

Currently, an Air India
operated codeshare flight
booked throuph 51A must be
combined with an SlA-oper-
ated ilit:tll. and vice ¥ersa.
Fromi October 15, this
requirement will e
removed, allowlng cus
tomers to book ellgible
flights opemted by vither air
line on a standalone basks
through the other carrier’s
buukmp:duu s,

Thie maove 15 expected to
provide passengers greater
tledbility in choos Jn_}{lh_?_'hh
and itineraries between the
twocouniries.
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{ MY INDIA } GROUNDED FOR INSPECTION

IndiGo aircraft lands in
Lucknow with dented nose

An IndiGo flight from Patna to Lucknow sustained damage to its
nose section after a suspected "mid-air impact” during descent at about
17,000 feet, offidals aware of the matter said on Wednesday. The cause
of the impact was not established till the time of going to print, with
hailstones, ice chunks, a bird strike and fightning among the possibilities
being examined, the officials added. Flight 6E925 landed normally at
Lucknow airport around 4.05pm with 104 passengers and six crew
members. The damage was noticed after landing, following which the
aircraft was grounded for aninspection. The plane was scheduled to fly
to Ahmedabad but the flight was cancelled. Officials said initial reports
indicated that the pilot informed ATC about an incident during descent,
adding that the aircraft also experienced "a strong jolt” HTC
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Govt considering to revive ATF
price stabilisation fund for airlines

OUR CORRESPONDENT
New Dellii, October 6

Amid rising jet fuel prices,
the government is consid-
ering whether to revive the
price stabilisation fund and
is also in discussions with
airlines as well as oil mar-
keting companies on the
high ATF costs.

Aviation Turbine Fuel
(ATF) accounts for around
40 per cent of an airline’s
operational expenses, and
with the continuing West
Asia turmoil, fuel prices
have been on the rise.

“One of the most impor-
tant things is how the West
Asia crisis is putting a big
burden on ATF prices. We
are in discussions with air-
lines and OMCs (0il Mar-
keting Companies),” Civil
Aviation Minister K Ram-
mohan Naidu said on the
sidelines of a conference
in the national capital on
Tuesday.

The government is con-
sidering whether to have
the price stabilisation fund
for the ATF, according to
a senior official. Specific
details could not be imme-
diately ascertained.

In June, the Union Cab-
inet cleared a one-time
budgetary support not
exceeding Rs 10,000 crore
for 0il Marketing Compa-
nies (OMCs) to provide

ATF price stabilisation in
order to provide support
for domestic airlines.

However, airlines were
not keen on availing the
fund, which has lapsed
NOW.

On Monday, the coun-
try’s largest airline IndiGo
announced a hike in fuel
surcharge for domestic
and international flights in
the wake of rising jet fuel
prices. IndiGo had said
ATF prices have remained
volatile in recent months,
especially following the
geopolitical situation in the
Middle East.

According to the air-
line, the continuous rise in
fuel prices, with the latest
month-on-month increase
exceeding 14 per cent, has
taken ATF costs to levels
that are amongst the high-
est in the last decade.

Last month, the Federa-
tion of Indian Airlines (F1A)
has sought a review of the
existing jet fuel pricing for-
muila, saying that domestic
ATF should be priced on
the actual cost of fuel plus

a reasonable margin rather
than international bench-
mark pricing.

FIA represents Air India,
IndiGo and Spicejet.

The unprecedented
increase in fuel costs,
compounded by geopoliti-
cal disruptions and rupee
depreciation, is placing sig-
nificant pressure on airline
cash flows and viability, it
had said in a letter to the
civil aviation ministry.

Further, the civil avia-
tion minister expressed
hope that India will have
its first indigenous civilian
aircraft within two years
through a joint venture,
highlighting the sector’s
growing potential.

Airlines have more than
1,600 aircraft on order, esti-
mated ar about $100 billion,
while over 100 new airports
are expected in the next 10
vears. India currently has
165 airports and domestic
airlines operate around 850
aircraft.

Naidu said Boeing and
Airbus currently source
components and services
worth around %4 billion
from India, expected to
reach $10 billion by the
decade-end. He also said
India could manufacture jet
engines, though it would be
time-consuming, and has
potential to export Sustain-
able Aviation Fuel (SAF).
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When disaster was averted: Lessons
from a near-catastrophe in the sky

The story of Flight FZ1073 provides us with a lesson that goes far beyond the aviation industry. Regardiess of whether
ifvere is an emergency in an aircraft or a natural disaster zone, the basic philosophy will remain the same: A safe system
s mot one in which nothing ever goes wrong: it is one in which a fallure does not automatically become a disaster
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